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MORE THAN HIS
FARR SHARE OF
COINCIDENCES

(By a Special Correspondent)

X Life is full of co-

3\ incidences, but
@@”‘?} former Tamil
X = Nadu  Chief
I\ Minister Muthu-
F\K vel Karunanidhi
- must be think-

ing that he has

been at the receiving end of

more: than his fair share of them.

Back in 1976, he was ousted

from office on January 30th.

This January 30th was again to
prove his Ides.

A couple of days before
January 30, 1976, Governor
K K Shah had described the
Karunanidhi government as
truly ‘Gandhian". Fifteen years
later, another Governor with
repetitive initials, S S Barnala,
had on the eve of January 30th
given the Karunanidhi govern-
ment a good chif.

Then again, last time round,
Information Minister V C Shukla
was in Madras late in January.
A few days later Karunanidhi
was out of office. This time,
Shukla, now External Affairs
Minister, was again in Madras
and he even met the Chief
Minister on the 29th. The next
day, Karunapidhi was out of
office again.

But more than what Shukla
portended, Karunanidhi must be
wondering where he was going
wrong with his patron saint,
Thiruvalluvar. Back in 1976,
he had got Valluvar Koftam built

dominating stone temple chariot
built on the lines of the temple
chariot of Thiruvarur, his home
town. But before he could
inaugurate the giant hall, he no
longer enjoyed the President’s
pleasure. This time, he
announced a Rs. 25 lakh
scheme to refurbish his favourite
auditorium; a few days later,
some admirers erected a traffic
police box modelled on the
Thiruvarur and Valluvar Kottam
chariots. Within days of these
events, Karunanidhi vras out of
power again.

What, the former Chief
Minister must be wondering,
had he done
wrong to be
haunted by
January 30th, the
kind words of
Governors,
Shukla and

temple chariots!

and then embellished it with a .

(By a Staff Reporter)

A few months ago, that brilliant
lawyer and witty speaker Govind
Swaminadhan kept a large audience in
slitches narrating the problems he was
having in court with his English. No
one these days seems to understand
what | say, Swaminadhan ruefully
remarked.

The problem with English in court
is not confined to Tamil Nadu.
Swaminadhan would undoubtedly be
the first to appreciate this anecdote that
was recently narrated in the
Hindustan Times:

Apparently Solicitor-General Anand
Deo Giri stunned a five-judge Supreme
Conrt bench during the case invowving
the former Chief Justice of the Madras
High Court, K Veeraswami, when he
said “Judges are in the clutches of the
Prevention of Corruption Act”
Recovering quickly, one of the justices
remarked, “‘Probably what you mean
is that judges are in the ambit of the
Act”

The Solicitor General responded,
“I've never been to a public school. |
have been only to a municipal fat-phatti
school. So your Lordships will tolerate
my English” When the justice who had
tried to be helpful poured oil on
froubled waters remarking, “Many of
us have gone to municipal schools”,
Giri replied, “'In Allahabad High Court
we have lo argue in Hindi because

No trees for
a stadium

(By our Education Correspondent)

While there is some turmoil over
pollution and global warming, life's
paradoxes conlinue in our city of
neglect. In a school where
environmental studies is being taught
eamnestly (lo young children), the
authorities exhibited great thrift (but not
greenish vision) when they destroyed
several grand old trees in order to build
seating for a stadium which the school
in question — never noted for its
athletes — will find hard to use
effectively.

We musl now live with the splendid
thought that such deconsiructions of
environment will go on without a werd
of protest or question from anybcdy
within or without the walls of the
institution which lies comfortably by
Nungambakkam High Road. We'll all
also have o duck to aveid the flying
counter-criticisms and. superior
explanations. It's one way of learning
though.
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Saar! Not understanding
what Vakil Saar is telling to
you. Asking him to pesufy
in Thamilish little, Saar.

several judges refuse fo hear arguments
in English”. Justice M N Venkatachaliah
intervened, “l guess Hindi can be
spoken like English”

On another occasion in the same
case, Justice Venkatachaliah had to take
nolice of another problem officers of the
court face nowadays. When he advised
Additional  Solicitor  General
K TS Tulsi to refer to Smith and
Hogan's Criminal Law, Tulsi, who is
from Chandigarh and still has to get a
home in Delhi, his quarters not being
vacaled by the previous incumbent,
reforted, *“We lawyers are supposed to
sleep with our books: But in Delhi one

" has neither books to sleep with nor
one’s wife'!

This time the justices were truly
speechless.

SIMPLY SPEAKING

At a “How to Speak to Lay People”
bi-annual meet in the City, the course
organiser — a scienlist — explained:

“For professionals of the rational,
the relational is a Irighlening unknown.
The problem is essentially
psychological.”

* MANAALIRAMAN: ..

Snakes
Alive!

(By a Staff Reporter)

The cobra that S,
called at a Besant , R
Nagzar office. || 2~

She switched on the light in the toilet. And she screamed.
There, seated on the throne, and rearing himself up in all his
majesty to meet the threat of light and scream, was a splendid

specimen of a cobral

Occupants of this ground floor office and from the other flats
in the upmarket high-rise in Besant Nagar soon began crowding
the bathroom. But the consensus was that the cobra should not
be killed. And so the watchman gently jabbed it into the potty

and slamnied the lid on it.

The'next day they came from the Snake Park to ‘capture’ the
cobra and added it to their collection. That's when the picture
above was taken. The picture that was NOT taken was when,
a couple of days later, the same secretary looked out of her
window. And there, slithering along the window ledge, raising

its head occasionally to tap

entrance through the glass-pane, was an even bigger cobra.
Residents of these flats say cobras — and other snakes — are
common-place in the garden. ‘‘It's because we're just next to

the Tkeosophical Society

environmentalist says that ever since the gardens and forests of
the Society as well as the neighbouring Adyar Estuary were
declared a Wild Life Sanctuary the number of birds and reptiles
in both have increased considerably.

This, however, is not the only sanctuary in the city with such
wealth. The Amalgamations Group's campus at Sembiam, Huzur
Gardens, is a truly beautiful private sanctuary with much of its
flora of the forest variety. Here too, snakes are commonplace
and have been found in the factories as well as in the homes
of the executives who live on campus. Which is why the factories
have on their rolls snake-catchers!

s

and test whether there was an

gardens’’, they explain. Amn

[ :
How pleasant and airy it’s ‘F
here! And they want to
spoil it all!!
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Safe on the
other side of
the river

(By a Staff Reporter)

One of the few Harvard alumni in
Madras is Congressman P Chidam-
baram. Another Harvard alumnus with
southem roots (and an eye on the Karur
Constituency as an Independent) is
Subramaniam Swamy. When some
Cengress-| politicians recently wondered
loudly whether they were the best
examples for Rahul Gandhi to follow,
his father Raijiv replied, *He is on the
other side of the river”.

The Cambridge River scparates two
campuses of America’s most famous
university. On one side of the river are
the faculties of Law and Economics,
where the two slick-talking politicians
respectively studied. On the other side
is the Aris faculty where Rahul Gandhi
is now & student.

Whether liberal arts and the river
will save Rahul from following
Chidambaram and Swamy into politics
is not very clear, but what that little
exchange revealed is that he is not
winding up in the USSR as many
thought he would. In the US., he
probably got a scholarship for his
shooting. '

We welcome
Letters to
the Editor,

Human Interest
and offbeat
news stories

%
Address thiem to

The Editor
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SMALLS '

ANNIVERSARIES -

Congratulauons to Johnny and Mary an their
25th wedding anniversary! — The Wilsons

COngratuIahons to Pappa and Mummy on
their 15th wedding anniversay! With lots
of love from Rani, Raja and Prinsie.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Downtown Gallery, Tina Daran's exhibition
of abstract oil-paintings opens on March 21
at 6 p.m.

Vullags fair at the Sunday Club on Sunday,
April 21, '91, from 830 p.m.

Announcmg three-day course on ‘Swests’,
beginning on April 22, 2 to 4 p.m., Mrs.
Msrewai, 8/ Principal Street, Phone: 132654

BIRTH

On March 29, 1991, in Bangalors, to Rita and

Sanjay, God's gift of bonny daughter. A
granddaughter for Sheila and Khanna and a
great-granddaughter for Aruna and Aravind.

BIRTHDAYS

Grandtather sends birthday greetings to
Santosh Subramanian on 25.4.91.

Happy Birthday, Latha dear, on 21.4.91. Wish
| were there — Hemu, Trichy.

If you wish
to appeal
directly
to one of

5000 homes,
take a

MADBAS
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Upto 4 lines
Rs. 100 only
BUSINESS OFFERS

Address Message, Fax, Telex Facilities.
Reasanabls rates, 105 Beena Shopping
Centre, Ist Floor, Opp. South Railway Station,

_ Telephone No. 123123.

Advertising Agents (fully accredited) for all

: newspapers, magazines, display, classi-
fied, appoiniments, creative designing. Call
New Publicily Services — 132666

GREETINGS

WOndeduE all the best for your exams! May
you comz out with flying colours! Joy

MESSAGES

Honey you're virtually the head of the family,
and should be raspected | can't lolerate

‘his stopping' to call you — ji"’ Tell'm strongly,
otherwise I'd intervene. Love — A Friend.

My lite, you can, but | can never stop myself
from loving you — Yours, and yours only.

Shamhi. why was the note so small (only
3696 words,- including quotes)? Have

patience and talk in dstail. ‘Tonnes' of love!

‘Billions of H and K' !! — Saravanan.

POSITIONS VACANT

Wanted experienced cook-cum-bearer for
company's guest house. Contact: A.N.
Other. Tel: 123456 (3 — 11 a.m.)

Wanted tutor for Plus-2 student, Maths,
Physics, Chemistry. Contact: 111222.

PROPERTY — FOR SALE

11SDsq ft. shop off Vijaya Road, suitable for
restaurant, bank, clinic. Contact: 148134,
“Fairdeal”.

Best choice flats, ownership/lease — ‘Marina.
Ring: 104344,

PROPERTY — RENTALS

At Mylapore, fully furnished house available
with 3 bedrooms, bath attached. Contact:

136473.

AtkEgmora. running guest house, fully
airconditioned, 6 double rooms fully

furnished, at Ram's Circle, Jones Road.

Contact: 172121.

(EDITOR’S NOTE: These ads are

merely samples to give you an

idea of what you can advertise

in MADRAS MUSINGS!)
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Some pregnant thoughts

The annual “convention of the
Madras Management Association
(MMA) has become an event which
everyone looks forward to. This year,
the topic chosen was “Indian Expons
in the Changing International Scenario”.
Considering the abysmal state of the

| balance of payments situation, the

subject was particularly topical. Even
the absence of Dr. Subramaniam
Swamy, Union Minister for Commerce
and Law — who rushed away to Delhi
on the morning of the inauguration
instead of inaugurating the function —
could not dampen the: proceedings.
There were star performers this year
such as ] N Sapru, Chairman [TC,
SM Datta, Chaimman Hindustan Lever,
and N Vitlal, Secretary, Department of
Electronics, Government of India. The
two Madras-based speakers, N Sankar
of the Sanmar group (altenate president
Assocham) and V Srinivasan of
W S Industries, (President, Confedera-
tion of Engineering Industries) also
contributed excellent speeches.
Sapru was hard-hitting and spared
no punches. “Our problems are all
man-made and self-inflicted. The
govenment assumes that the entire
world is waiting for Indian exports and

on export

the Indian corporate sector is preventing
the world geiting our goods. We are
a law unlo ourselves and conlinue to
follow isolationist policies. We have
followed the paths of egalitarianism and
distributive justice. But we have to
produce first and distribute later. And
unless you compele freely at home you
can’l compele abroad,” he said.
According to Sapru,, building an

either are or you are not” Incidentally,
[TC, which was under no obligation to
export, ended up last year with an
export of Rs. 160 crores. -

I ITC chose to export on ifs own,
the multinational giant Hindustan Lever
Limited (HLL) had no choice in the
maller. As it is a FERA company (a
company with major foreign
shareholding), the government held a

BUSINESS REVIEW... by THE SHROFF

Indian brand image is essential for
exporls. A classic case of short-
sightedness on the part of government
was ciled by Sapru. ITC's cigarettes,
India Kings and Classic, which have
tremendous export potential, need fo
build their brand images. Which means
that ITC has to spend a lot on
advertising which would produce results
only after several years. But government
policies don't permit this. The necessary
funds are not released. This provided
an opportunity for a Sapru nuggel —
“Liberalisation is'like pregnancy. You

" Dr. Datia,

qun fo its head saying “export or dilute”.
Lever's rose to the occasion by sheer
dint of professionalism and by having
the resources and strength to learn by
trial and error. HLL ended this financial
year with Rs. 250 crores of exports oul
of which it made a post-tax profit of
Rs. 20 crores. Dr. Dalta gave a
fascinating account of how Levers did
it. The four guiding principles for
success in exports, according tfo
are; organisational
commitment, dedicated resource base,
specialised skills and leveraging the

It’s a good time to buy
under-priced shares

After hibernating for almost ten
days, the Madras markel opened for
business again on April 8th. The buying
undercurrent was very strong. The very
dismal news floating around about the
country's credit status, its foreign
exchange reserves, coupled with its
“Empty Coffers” condition has led
many observers to suspect that this
uptrend is a false signal. The truth is
that, both for fundamental and technical
reasons, the market should now begin
to rise. Perhaps the traders are of the
view that the multicomered fight that
the current elections will witness is likely
to bring the Congress (T) back to power
with a strong opposition supervising it.
Also it could be assuming that with the
IMF o6verseeing the Indian economy
now, the next budget can do nothing
else excepl fake the country nearer
towards liberalisation, privatisation and
flexible foreign investments.

I expect that the market will begin
to move up gently for a while, but
rapidly thereafter. It is a good time, |
believe, to buy under-priced shares {not
necessarily low-priced). These are the
ones that enjoy small price eamning
ratios.

Ashok Leyland Finance Limited
(Current Market Price — Rs. 72.50)

Promoted by an excellent name,
AL. Finance Limited has made
spectacular progress, with tremendous
increase in the volume of hire purchase
and leasing business. The performance
for the second half year ended June '90
is more impressive, with the PAT for the
same period yielding an annualised EFS
of Rs. 25. The price is expected to
touch Rs. 100/- as soon as the full
year’s resulls are announced. The
technicals also promise a rise and the
frend is still up. The price has just
broken out- of the congestion band

formed around the prices of Rs. 62-68.

A V Thomas Industrial Limited
(Current Market Price — Rs. 47.50)

The company has announced good
results for the half year ended
September "20. The year-end results for
March '91 are expected to be
encouraging. The company is engaged
in the business of solvent extraction of

BULLS EYE
rice bran, soya bean and other major
oilseeds/oil cakes. The easier availability

of soya bean with a bumper crop in
Madhya Pradesh, where the factory is

-Jocated, would increase the tumover

and profis substantially. The demand
for edible oils is tremendous and is now
partly met by imports. The company
has implemented an expansion plan
which increased the capacity lo 220
tonnes per day from 200 tonnes. A
price of Rs. 55 to 60 can be expected
for this scrip in the next two months.
The technicals are hopeful for a price
rise.

Kar Mobiles

The share price of this well-run auto
angilliary company, related to the Rane
group, has begun to look up. Known
as the second largest manufacturer of
valves for internal combustion engines
in the country, it is widening its product
range and modernising its production
facilities. Though results for September

'90 were disappointing, their
performance for the coming half-year

is expected to be good, as there is-

growing demand in both the domestic
-and the exports markets for its products.
Technically, the share is sound at
Rs. 45/- and an acquisition at this price

is likely to yield good gains in the short
nin as well as in the medium and long
term.

K. Gopalakrishnan

environment. If Sapru's presentatlonfa L
was broadbased and conceptual, Datta’s
was full of nitty-gritty details.
The Secretary for Department of .=
Electronics, N Vittal, revealed that at..
least his department was quite aware =
of the problems facing the industry. His* . - -
speech was home-spun and witty, “We - .
are a micro-pigmy in electronics and we

have to become a global player,’ he

declared. But how? Vitial went on to 1
explain and spelled out the govern-

ment's thinking on the subject. He
ended on an optimistic nole.

darkness”,

The convener of the convention,

N Kumar of Indchem (Sanmar group),

and the MMA president, Maliika
Srinivasan {vice president, TAFE), must .

be congratulated for a- thought-
provoking two days in an otherwise dull
fortnight. ‘

* Kk Kk

Wlth so much political uncerainty
this is nol decision-taking time for
business, especially for the cautious, -
conservative Madras business-man..
One bit of good news, however was

that the Tamil Nadu Industrial
Development Corporation (Tidco) will

pay a 4.3 per cent dividend for the first
time in 25 years. A lot of ils loss-making .

units have been tumed around and it
has finalised its plans for privatisation.

* ok kK

Nol so good was the news from

Binny — the oldest textile mill in
the state. The stalemale between the
workers and management continues,

with no signs of resolution. At the time -

of writing the management has decided
to close down the mill. More on this
later.

We Offer
a Variety of Paper
and Board

THE STAR PAPER MART

Paper, Board
and
Stationery Merchants

4 Anderson Street,
Madras 600 001.

Phone: 580683/580497 |
DEALERS FOR J.K. PAPER MILLS |
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would rather light candles than curse
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AN OLD STORY

Breathing new life
into brand equity

' Suddenly, they are everywhere. On

lelevision, on radio, in the

magazines, and, of course, al your.

neighbourhood grocer's.

I'm speaking of the new brand
variants: the offshools of a major brand
in a product category. Thus you have
three kinds of Luix foilet soap, four kinds
of Pond's shampoos and five of Sunsilk,

three varieties of Maggi tomato ketchup.
You even have a choice of table salts

in Calch: garhc sall and the good old

~ NaCl you've always known.

Long-standing brand leaders have
also entered the fray. Colgate now has

" two siblings, Colgate Tartar Control and

beverage albeit with a chocolate
flavour, be attractive to mothers of
young children? Therefore, will a
chocolale Horlicks be successful in
prising a substantial market share from
Bournvita, Boost and Mallova, the
leaders in the brown beverages, that
children are used to drinking?

Again, how do you know that one
headache needs Amrutanjan and that
another requires Amrutanjan Streng? To
the sufferer, all headaches must seem
equally dreadful. Or are there deeper,
psychologicallemotional motivations for
using a balm with a sironger factile
sensation?

ADLIBBING

WITH COPYCAT

Colgate Gel. Horlicks is flanked by
Chocolate Horficks, Vim Powder by a

-~ liquid Vim, Amrutanjan by Amrutanjan

Strong and Nycil Prickly Heat Powder
by lavender and sandal variants.

What all of it points to is the arrival
of a new, more educated, more
discerning and, certainly, more
demanding customer, who wants
special products for special needs. In
other words, the housewife (read
decision maker') may now buy one or
more variants for different :nembers in
the family or for different requirements
in the same household.

Obviously, this is a big marketing

opportunity. Manufacturers who have

invested huge amounts over the years

 in building a brand, block the variant
- slots'in the market with the tool most ‘
- easily available to them: the successful

.'brand name or the ‘brand equity’

For advertising agencies, too, this

“building on existing business from

clients, is manna from heaven. A°

sobering note; though, is that all

variants of a brand need nol succeed.

‘The Horicks brand name (despite years

of markeling and advertising efforls to

alterits image) has unmatched value

asa beverage for invalids and older
; members in lhe family. Can the’ same

Advertisers have lo Jean heavily on
research fo answer these questions
(which, again, only the marketing
giants can afford). However, in the final
analysis, only those variants will survive
for which consumers have a genuine
need or desire. Merely wishing in a new
product will not breathe life into it.

Riveting campaigns

o wonderful television campaigns

lo come out of Madras agencies are
the advertisements for Pond’s
Dreamflower Talc and Solidaire
television, both developed by
Hindustdan Thompson Associates.
Dreamflower Talc is successfully
repositioned as a freshness falc for
young adulls in a cqmniercial that has

-+ great casling and brilliant camerawork.

Solidaire’s “India meels India”
campaign is absolulely riveting for its
charm-and simplicity.

Rapping with the ‘Cat’

I Cycles has launched ‘Street Cat|
‘a new, upmarkel bicycle. Promoted
through a racy commercial (created by

‘Ogilvy & Mather) addressed to young

leens and sel o rap music, the bike is
said to be doing extremely well. Boom
time for Tl? - .

A dead man’s body
tells a tale

~ The well by the lonely highway
near the farm in Athukaadu, some miles

- from Coimbatore, is deep and dark.

One moming, a few months ago, a
clutch of curious bare-chested men were
peering info it — and it wasn't long
before they identified what they had
noticed floating in the well. It was a
human body, immensely bloated. A
thin but distinct trail of blood was
eiched on the sandy earth around the
well. And by it were foolprints — all
of them bloodstained. The tell-tale signs
pointed to savage murder.

Soon the police came. Photographis
of the well, the floating corpse and the
surrounding earth were taken. Then the
body was removed and sent for posts
mortem. That there had been murder
there was now no doubt; the head and
chest bore thirteen deep wounds, some
of them fatal.

The body was soon identified. The
dead man was Athappa Gounder, a
man of some means, who had owned
3 lertile farm near the well. He was also
involved in liquor-vending.

* k kK

A Tempo-driver volunteered a story
{o the police. Seven men had engaged
his van a few nights ago and ordered
him to drive lo a farm. While he waited
outside, the men, armed with iron rods
and knives, walked into the farm house.
Minutes later he was shocked to hear
shouts, screams and aries. “Kill the old
man!” a voice shouted and then there
were.pathetic cries, “Help...they are
killing me!” There were sounds of
blcws, screams and then — silence. A
few minutes later he heard the heavy
noise of something falling into water.
The seven men retumed fo the van in
blood-stained clothes and weapons. He
drove them for some distance, then they
got off and paid the hire they had
agreed on.

Athappa: was the father-in-law of
Ponnusami, one of the seven men
identified by the driver. Son-in-law and
father-in-law were on inimical terms as
a consequence of a long-drawn-out
family dispute over maintenance
Athappa had to pay his (Athappa's)
estranged second wile.

* &k k&

The police arrested the seven and
charged them with murder and other
cornected but lescer, offenses. These
included causirg injury to three of four

persons who had been sleeping in the -

same room as Athappa. The only
person who escaped injury in the raid
was Athappa's young grandson.

In due course, the accused appeared
before the Coimbatore Sessions Judge.
Eye-witnesses, including the njured,
deposed on oath about the violent
attack and murder. According lo them,
it took place at 2 a.m.; as rural folk,
they fixed the time by the stars. And
to the clinch the lime faclor, the
grandson had wom a waich that night!
There was also the evidence of the van
driver.

The men who noticed the body
floating in the well fold the Court on
oath that they had spotted the body at
seven the following morning.

The Sessions Court found the
accused guilty as charged. Ponnusami
and another received life sentences, the
others lesser jail terms. Al filed appeals.

* k ok *
The appeal recenlly came up for

hearing before a Division Bench of the
Madras High Court comprising of

Mr. Justice T S Arunachalam and

“Mr. Justice Prathap Singh.Ponnusami,

the chief accused, and another were
represented by one of the leading
criminal lawyers of the Madras Bar,
S. Pichai, who had beer: a junior of
that legal legend V L Ethirgj. The others
were represented by V Gopinathan and
others. «

place around 2 the same morning’

According to established theories: of
forensic medicine, a body thrown into
water will not float at once. It -
putrefaction of the body which causes
gases to accumulate inside the stomach
and makes the body float. The time this'
takes depends on such faclors as

climate, temperature, humidity and - -

BY

'CRIME NOTEBOOK

RANDOR GUY

Pichai based his arguments on the
medico-legal aspects of the case. for
many reasons this aspect of a criminal
case does not always receive in India
the atfention it deserves. Lack of
knowledge of the latest developments
in forensic medicine and science are
among the reasons.

Pichai argued that if the corpse had
been spoited floating in the well at
7 a.m., death could not have taken

others. In India, the minimum time is .
24 hours! And it i more in cold
climates. So, Pichai argued, the murder
could not have taken place around
2 a.m., a mere five hours before the
body was found floating!

Giving the accused the benefit of
doubt, their Lordships acquitted them -
all. Here was a case of a dead man'’s
body telling tales.

-

SOUTHERN INVESTMENTS
LATEST APARTMENT PROJECTS AT :

CHAMIERS ROAD AND
GANDHI NAGAR, ADYAR

CONTACT:

SOUTHERN INVESTMENTS

65, MONTIETH ROAD,
EGMORE, MADRAS-600 008.

TEL. NO. 864616
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Two marginal words
that work wonders

| was parked, illegally, on
Kodambakkam High Road. Nearby. a
roadside mechanic was disembowelling
a scooler. He thought it wise to warn
me: ‘The police will ticket you. They're
very sirict nowadays, because of
Presidents Rule.

The last two are familiar and
magical words which secem to work
small wonders in people. They now
take the law a bit more seriously, while
newspaper reports lake on a sporiing
language when wriling about the efforts
of the Govemnor and his advisors. The
reports use words like ‘toning up the
administration’ (500 push ups with 50
fils on your back), files will start

MUSING
WITH
MURARI

moving faster’ (2 cms per week), ‘the
bureaucrats have been ordered to
respond quicker’ {three rounds in a ring
with files being hurled at them).

It's as if a tough head coach has
taken over a team and is now faced
with trying to get some flabby., overnight
creatures to stari exercising their limbs.
| can imagine the Governor and his
special advisors jogging into the
secrelariat, and there they see these
thousands who. it scems, have been
behaving sloth-like for aeons of time.
(Or, at least, since the last time we had
President’s Rule. Every time we have
it, our bureaucrats ge! ‘toned up.) |
imagine our sloths look up, see the
Governor and Advisors jogging briskly
in place and collectively groan ‘Ohi no,
not another President’s Rule’

So now we have the Governor
leading our slaths at a brisk jog around
the city and the state, making them do
things which, you presume, they were
employed to do in the first place.

There's a sudden flurry of activity
in all directions. Roads being swept
daily, crealing huge dusl-storms as
they've not been swept with such
vigour since the last P. R. We have
Aavin being swooped upon regularly
and reports of their employees up fo all
sorts of tricks. Corporation engineers are
being suspended left, right and cenire
(the Governor's advisors are lucky (o
have found them in the first place to
suspend them), and the police are
ticketing road violators. In whichever
direction you look, a bureaucrat is
making an effort lo appear gainfully
employed.

And I'm sure, by now, our poor
bureaucrat must be thoroughly
exhausted by all this work, and
yearning for the peace and quiet of
having a democralically elected
government back in charge. Once we
have a Chief Minister and hisher merry
men, | can see our bureaucral gratefully
slump back into his chair with a
contented sigh. With what relief he'll
greet his new minister. He knows full
well the minister will be too busy
politicking and scheming to bother a
poor bureaucrat about work.

That is, until we have President’s
Rule again. And al the rate these things
happen, our bureaucrats should keep
their running shoes close al hand.

I wonder why this happens. | quess
a Governor is a focus of authority,
while a politician only confuses the
authorities. And us.
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Believe it or not, someone did get around to commemorating Madras’s 350 years in stone. Frank Fernandes

it [ (2

is a builder — and what better way to say ‘Happy Birthday’ to Madras than a Georgian style building that’s
part residence, part office and part restaurant. Fernandes'’s striking building in gleaming white is opposite
Pachchaiyappa’s College, at the junction of Poonamallee High Road and the New Avadi Road, And to make
everyone aware of why he built such a landmark in Madras he christened it Madras 350 Years.

But even as Fernandes’s commemorative piece was going up, plans were underway to pull down one
of the city’s historic buildings that had been saved from the wreckers’ hammers during Indira Gandhi’s heyday.

THE
NEW...

Bentinck’s Building was built for the first Superme Court of the Madras s« & THE
Presidency, became Customs House, then the Collectorate, before the
decision to pull it down was taken. In many an 18th and I9th century

OLD

painting of the old skyline of Madras this was the building that dominated. Conservationists seeking to save
it were told that it had been condemned as ‘‘unsafe’’ by the engineers. But as the wreckers hammer away
at it, it takes them ten days and more lo pull down a single pillar. As we go to Press, we've been told that
wrecking is at a standstill. Is someone with a sense of history at last saying ‘Better late than never'?

T

— Susheela Nair

The new Saltangadu sleel market
has been inaugurated and the
Koyambedu wholesale market is
nearing completion. The relocation of
wholesale marketing away from the city
centres will, no doubl, cause major
changes in the growth pallem of Madras
city. But while these new nodes are
established on the outskirts of the city,
encouraging new development, what
is the future of the areas vacaled by the
markets and their supporting activities?

Already in a blighted slale, with
obsolete infrastructure and traffic
facililies, but occupying prime land in
the city centres, the shifting of the
markets addresses itself lo only half the
prablem — that concerning wholesale
activity alone. The real problem
however — thai concerning the
neighbourhood — remains, with no
serious soluticn in mind.

One possiole scenario is thal the
dregs of wholesaling and some form of
low-key relailing would continue,
putting the neighbourhood on a down-
ward slide financially and ultimately
leading to further environmental
degradation. The other possibility is
that, without proper direction and
control, we will witness the kind of
[ragmented reconstruction of existing
structures, disguised as renovation,
mainly to beal the development control
rules. This has already been seen in
centres like Mylapore and Triplicane.

This form of re-building does not solve
the problem of obsolescence, which is
the main issue facing our "'inner cities”;
it only reinforces it by creating new
structures which  will  physically
continue for another hundred years
with the same ohsolele networks of
roads and public facilities. A planning
approach, which controls only
building configuration in indi-
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vidual plots and does not take an
intergrated view of the neigh-
bourhood, can only tackle
superficial issues.

It is interesting that the MMDA
should, through its own projecls, expose
this major weakness in its master plan
for the cily, i.. its inability to deal with
problems of re-development. The deve-
lopment control rules, which is actually
a set of physical conltrols on buildings
and " which may be accepled as
workable in the newer areas, cannot
be expected to solve the problems of
the old cities with only cosmetic
modilications of FSI ratios (floor space
index) and plot coverage percentages.
In fact, the present regulations could,
in several cases, be counter-productive
if their impact on the quality of the
neighbourhood is evaluated honestly.
What is necessary is for

planners to look at the specific
problems of inner cities and
develop special guidelines and
detailed area plans to direct the
growth of these vital centres.
These plans should address issues
relating to fragmented property holdings,
roles of planning and developing
agencies and the historical context, apart
from the usual socio-economic issues,
to enable re-development of the areas.

It is obvious that a uniform code
of development control rules for the city
cannot cope wilh issues of its older
centres. The experience in other major
cites has been that the inner cilies
require a “hands on" approach in
planning and design which reaches into
the realm of ownership rights, design
freedom, the powers of the local
government and  communily
participation. This approach has
brought about major benefical structural

changes in the physical environment of -
several blighted areas in major cities in -

the West, Needless lo say thal the
process should be made user-oriented
and not be allowed to degenerale into
the “'start-from-scratch”’ renewal of the
Fifties.

Planners would be well advised to
arm themselves with the necessary legal
authority, through appropriate
legislation, as the first step, if we are to
see places like George Town bloom
again in our lifetime.
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DOING
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TO KELP...

This is not merely a quiz lo test your memory, bul it is also a refresher on what happened in Madras,
Tamil Nadu and the rest of India and the world during the fortnight that was. Your daily newspapers
and the popular Indian news journals are Quizmaster Navin Jayakumar's sources. I you have read
them carefully, you could well be in the running for a prize.

MADRAS MUSINGS offers three prizes — Rs. 150, Rs. 100 and Rs. 50 ~ for the first three
all-correct or nearest all-correct entries opened. The decision of the Quizmaster and the Editor will be
final in this connection, as in all quizes.

To enter, all you have to do is write your answers on a sheet of paper, fill in the coupon below
(use capitals only). attach filled-in coupon to answer-sheet and maif them to reach us BEFORL 5 p.m.
on Apr 23. Address your envelope to MADRAS MUSINGS QUIZ, Clo Lokavani-Hall Mark Press,
62/63 Greames Road, Madras 600 006.
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. On what occasion is the Naticnal Front releasing its election

. For what drug did Maradona test positive?

. Where, appropriately, will the Music Trinity Jayanthi be held this
year?

"What is the 'Out of Africa’ theory?

QUIZZIN’ WITH NAVIN — 1

(The Fortnight of March 24 to April 6)

The renovation of the biggsst and most sacred tank in
Kanchipuram was inaugurated on March 31 by Sri Jayadeva
Saraswati. What is its name?

marnifesto?

What is the name of India's second landing ship, the hull of which
was launched on April 17

Where is the Al Hussein Mosque and what does it contain?
What extraordinary feat did Chartered Engineer J R Lamech
achieve recently in Madras?

Who is to be conferred the 1989 Dr Yelavarthi Nayudamma
Memorial Award? .

Whiyh legend of modern dance died in Manhattan on April 1?7
How many districts of Tamil Nadu have women Collectors?

Why did L K Advani say that if the BJP came to power, it would
order a probe into the death of Lal Bahadur Shastri?

Who is the first Indian professional to win the indian Open Golf
Tournament?

At which park did the Corporatation of Madras present the
66th Annual Flower Show?

What was unusual about Yuanxiao, an eight-line poem written by
a Chinese student in the U.S.A. and published in the overseas
edition of the Feople’s Daily, the mouthpiece of China's Communist
Party?

Who received the first bottle of Lehar Mirinda in Madras?

At which Air Force-station did an 1.A.F. Avro recently crash, Killing
all 28 on board? '
President General Moussa Traore was ousted following a coup in
which country?

Which barrage, the first constructed across the Kaveri, was visited
recently by the Kaveri Tribunal?

Who is the Chief Election Commissioner?

How many Oscars did Dance with Wolves win?

According to the 1991 Census provisicnal figures just released.
which is (a) the most populous district, and (b} the least populous
district in Tamil Nadu?

Which well known Indian has written several books on China and
is known for his joint work with Nobel Laureate Dr Paul D.
Samuelson on the theory of Index numbers?

Which country would you have visited recently if you saw gratfiti
like ‘Enner — Hitler’ scribbled on the walls?

“Hot Favourites” — What are Arka Manik and Sugar Baby
varieties of?

Which indian satellite experiment is specifically designed to combat
illiteracy in Indian villages?

Law 27.5 in cricket was recently in the news. What does it state?
Who opened the P. Ramamurthy Memorial at T. Nagar recently?

Who was awarded the Madhya Pradesh Govt.'s ‘Kalidas Samman
award for classical music for 1990-281?

Which eminent novelist played an important part in intreducing
the works of R.K. Narayan to the West?

......................................................................................................
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Of good neighbours,
teachers & ‘rogues’

Hic et ubique, here and everywhere,
as Hamle! says to his father’s ghost,
could well be the title of this column,
il leflt © the columnist, but ye
cantankerous editor insists that | keep
my meanderings strictly regional. He
also feels that ] should look out for the
unusual and the absurd to commenti
on. Al the same time, he says | must
stay away from politics, which is
quixotic and paradoxical. Where can
you find the absurd in this country
excepl in the realm of politics? It is one
vast theatre of the absurd in which
every character is a loyal soldier of the
party and a disciplined democrat with
the god-given right to change his party
and his definition of democracy as often
as his personal garments. Well, the next
few weeks give promise of all sorts of
fun and games, and willy-nilly I will
be getling inlo politics at the risk of
provoking edilorial ire. for now:, let us
ook at a few recent unusual

happenings.

Good neighbourliness: A
distinguished senior joumnalist, enjoying
as one might say the winter of his
content, was startled one morning to
hear noises of construction activity from
the nex! campound. At first he paid not
much altention to it, but as movement
and activity increased next door, he
noticed that one building was being
demolished and another was coming
up in its place. Which would have been
all right except that the new building
was praclically nestling against his
compound wall, and abutted his garage.

Now, there is among the Slate
building regulations one that stipulates
that at least a five-foot vacant space
should be left between one compound
and its adjacent building. The joumalist,
rightly indignant at the regulation being
flouted to his delriment, took it up with
his neighbour only to be told with
disdain that they had diplomatic
immunity, were not subject to any local
laws and regulations, and could do
what they wished within their
compound.

The joumnalist’s neighbour is the
Soviet Cultural Centre, and to add insult
to injury, the proposed new building in
their compound was to serve as their
canteen. The claim of diplomatic
immunity for unauthorised construction
is a palpable absurdity, and there is also
a question whether the diplomatic
immunity a Chancery enjoys. really
applies in full measure fo ils salellite
buildings.

Anyway, the indignan! journalist
went public on the subject. With quite
astonishing promptness, the MMDA
wrole fo the Soviet Cultural Centre for
delails about the construction activity.
Which alone should make it clear that
the Centre had nol obtained the
approval of the MMDA.

Having done its bit the MMDA
wenl on kindly to point out that there

were ways of getting its approval which

could be granted if the construction
conformed to the rules. And having
done that the MMDA dropped the
matter squarely in the lap of the State
govenment asking for advice and
instructions, perhaps on the theory that
we must not be too abrupt with the
friendly Russians with whom, as the
official malarkey goes, we have a close
and abiding relationship. The maiter
slands there as of now.

Teachers against teachers: for
some time now there has been a
confrontation between the staff
association of* the Madras Chrislian
College and its Principal. What seems

1Q Cring

aSKkance

to differentiate this from other such
intra-mural problems is that both sides
seem fo have the noblest of infentions.

The Principal is all set to obtain for
the College deemed autonomy status
— a distinction that the College well
deserves and which nobody would
want denied to it. The staff association
also wanls the same, but as far as an
outsider can understand it, the
association says that the necessary
planning and preparatory work have
not beer: done to take the College to
the exalled slatus of a deemed
university.

Arguments and counter-arguments
fly back and forth like quided missiles.
Soine teachers have gone on fast. The
Principal sends minatory notices lo
various members of the staffl demanding
explanations. While teachers™ agilations
have more or less become routine these
days, the fact that the siafl of a Christian
college, which has just celebrated 150
years of existence, do not seem to be
able to sit down and reason fogether

is sad. It may also be wondered about
how the students are reacting to all this,
and it can only be assumed that they
are openly pleased that leachers have
1aken a leaf from their — the students’
— book, and are making goats and
nuisances of themselves.

What is a rogue: For me at any rale
a most delightful piece of news was
provided by the Customs. The vast
mdjority of Customs officials, who
apparently are given a special course
in how fo harass the citizen when he
has the misfortune 1o go through their
hands, are unlovely, and when one of
them makes a fool of himself it is a
malter for special gratification.

Well, there was this Customs official
in Bombay, who on looking through
the just arrived issue of the London
Economist,noticed — horror of horrors!
— that Sri Devi Lal was described as
“a rogue ally” of the Prime Minister.
His patriotism immediately asserted
itsell, as did, it is presumed, his hopes
of hitting the headlines, and he
promptly confiscated the 2,000 copies
of the’ journal, which, incidentally, had
been allowed free entry by his less thick-
headed colleagues in the other ports of
entry. Let it be said to his credit,
whoever was  higher up,
countermanded the official's onders, and
allowed the jounal to be distributed.

The Customs official made a further
feeble attempt to justify himself by
saying that the real reason he wanted
to stop the circulation of the journal was
because it camried a map which showed
the boundaries of India incomectly.
Now this map of South and South East
Asia, used to illustrate a story on Asian
frade, was no bigger than a large
poslage stamp, and no one is likely to
have given it a second Jook.

The real point of this whole charade
is that the Economist was not at all
being rude to Devi Lal when it
described him as a “rogue ally.” It used
the word in the same sense as in “a
rogue elephant”, and if the self-
anointed tau is not the rogue elephant
of our politics, who is?

S.K.

If you have liked this issue
and would like to receive
copies every fortnight
“write to:
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62/63 GREAMS ROAD, MADRAS-60 006.

for your free copy
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CBSE secessmns open
a Whole new world

The recent delinking of certain
schools from the C B S E wheel of
study — in Madras they are DA V and
Padma Seshadri — has caused much
nail-biting. This™ correspondent,
however, believes that it has finaily
called the emperor'sclothes-bluff — a
charade which the Central Board and
the N CER T had perpetrated
successfully for over a quarter of a
cenlury. Both parents and children of
these schools, however, are worried
whether their final year students will
make the grade alongside their one-time
C B S E counterparts.

All these years, the fear-psychosis
associated with the possibility of the
other educational streams not providing
adequale inputs, lo enable their students
to achieve sufficient grades in the
entrance exams for higher professional
education, had been a powerful spur
to the swelling of C B S E affiliations.
This was supported by a wholly
unsubstantiated whispering campaign
about the superiority of the CBS L
syllabus (indeed, it was never ahead in
physics, biology and English studies).
The texts prepared for these CB S E
schools have long been the bread and
butter of a huge team of overpaid
editors and artists comprising a section
of the N CE R T who have blatantly
had a vested interest in keeping the
C B S Eschools in a sorj of thrall (*“You

SHALL buy only NCERT texts"') even’

if they are badly illustrated, carelessly
prepared and, what's worst, unavailable
from time to lime.

In 1988, when Chairman Prof
Singh announced that C.B S E schools
were free lo choose whatever texts they
wanled uplo Class VI, innumerable
schools did not even receive this
circular. Soon after, when theC B S E
syllabus was revised, there was the

shameful spectacle of the Class X books

by
OUR EDUCATION
CORRESPONDENT

being unavailable. Why? Because
N C ER T was loathe to print books
for a dated syllabus.

This bold partial separation of a few -

schools from the stranglehold of an
undistinguished syllabus means that
some people have taken a good look
al the course structure of the subjects
faught and decided that they can do
it far better with better books and other
leaching aids.

There appears to be a guess that,
next year this time, as many as a
hundred more schools will swing away
after the fashion of these first few path-
breakers. for the country as a whole,
what does this mean? It could be the

beginning of a revitalising of schools

because competition thrives where there*
is diversity. Against that, is the national -

tendency to complacency in fragmenta-
tion — instead of pockels of excellence,
we may have mediocrity flourishing
because there is no standard against
which lo measure il Wil these schools
then set a trend upwards or sideways,

like some schools in Kerala which have

banded together to form their own
syllabus with books written by their
teachers and no other etc?

The public should be more vigilant
than they have been in the past. When
the doors lo America's higher education
are wide open to our students, whal
does it mean? That the innate ability
of the Indian student is considerable.
A dynamic, workable syllabus will
enhance,our students’ skills further, A
language grasp coupled with a firm -
grounding in the sciences is requnred if
we are lo build what Nehru called “'the
temples of thefulure” — factories,
industries, world level science.

Though initially there may be some
soreness; till the system starls moving,
this correspondent believes that a whole
new world of education lies ahead for
Indian students, with the employment
of teachers who (so far) have had lo
suppress their creativity and initiative on
account of the casl-iron course and
book requirements.

You don't have to be a chef to tum
out sumptuous meals for the family. All
it requires is a bit of planning — balance
the dishes, vary the colours, the textures
and the flavours. And, of course,
sprinkle with a bit of imagination. Your
basic recipes, you will find, become
exciling and deliciously different.

The recipes this fortnight are
basically Punjabi, but subtle variations
suggested make them seem unusual and
inspiring. The dry spicy peas curry is
a perlect accompaniment for the
wholesome cauliflower parathas. The
colocasia salad takes an entirely fresh
look at a vegetable normally used only
as a curry. Carrot halwa, of course, is
a traditional favourite. The mixed
vegelable raita completes a simple but
wholesome meal with a new look lo it.

SPICY PEAS CURRY

Serves Four
Cooking Time: 20-25 mins.
1 kg fresh peas (pods)
2 1sp coriander seeds powder (dhania
powder)
1 tsp chilli powder
% \sp turmeric powder
1 tsp mango powder {amchur)
2 tsp sugar
1 tbs oil
| tsp cummin seeds
Y cup waler
salt to taste
! small bunch of coriander leaves
chopped fine

Method

Shell the peas. Heat the oil in a pan,
add the cummin seeds. When they stop
spluttering add the turmeric powder,
chilli powder and coriander seeds
powder.

Saute for a minute. Add the shelled
peas, salt and water.

Close with a lid and simmer for
8-10 minutes till peas are tender. .

Add the amchur and the sugar. Mix
well.

Gamish with chopped coriander
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leaves and serve hot with chapatis or .

rice.

CAULIFLOWER

STUFFED PARATHA

Makes 12 Parathas
Cooking Time: 30 min.

3 cups whieat flour

1 onion chopped fine

2 small green chillies chopped fine -
1 cup grated cauliflower

1 small bunch of coriander leaves
chopped fine

salt 1o laste

some waler for kneading

ghee or oil for shallow frying

Method

Sift wheat flour with salt, add
onions, green chillies, grated cauliflower
and coriander leaves. Add sufficient
water and make a stiff dough.

Divide the dough equally. Roll out
each into a 5" disc, on a floured board.

Smear with ghee or oil and shallow
fry on a fawa until both sides are golden
brown in colour. -

Serve hot.

VEGETABLE RAITA

Serves Four

1 small onion chopped fine

1 small tomato chopped fine

I small cucumber pared and chopped fine
1 Isp cummin seeds (roasled &
powdered)

1 tsp red chill powder
sall to tasle
2 cups well mixed fresh curd

Method

Mix all the vegetables and the curd
in a bowl. Add salt.

Sprinkle roasted, ground cummin
seeds ‘and chilli powder.

Garnish with chopped coriander
leaves.

Chilf before serving.

COLOCASIA SALAD

Cocking Time: 20 min. Serves Four

Y kg colocasia (yam)

Y2 1sp black pepper

V2 tsp red chilli powder

% 1sp toasted ajwain (powdered)
2-3 tablespoons lemon juice

1 green chilli chopped fine

1 smalt bunch of coriander leaves
chopped

salt o tasle

Method

Pressure cook the colocasia. Skin
and cut inlo cubes, cool. Add all the
ingredients and mix well. Garnish with
coriander leaves and serve.

CARROT HALWA

Cooking Time: 1% hours Sexves Four

V2 kg carrot grated

% litre milk

3-4 tablespoons sugar

4 green cardamoms, powdered

20 cashew nuls (halved and broken into
pieces)

3 {ablespoons raisins

2-3 tablespoons ghee

Method

Cook in a heavy pan the graled
carrots in milk, stirring occasionally, till
the mixture thickens and the milk has
been absorbed.

Add sugar and simmer for another
5-10 minutes. Add powdered
cardamoms.

Heat the ghee in another pan. Fry
the cashew and raisins taking care not
to burn the nuts. Add to the halwa.

Mix well and serve hol.

CHANDRA PADMANABHAN

Summertime’s
watermelon time

The onset of Summer is a middle
age time of the year. The cool momings
linger on the cheeks and foreheads of
early moming walkers, while the air is
heavy with the scent of mango
blossoms.

By ten o'clock the almosphere gets
steamed up. The sun glows increasingly
white and a drowsy numbness steals
over the senses. Mind you, it's still not
the full blast of the Summer heat when
the policeman seems to be melting
through the glass windshield.

It's a good time though for
watermelons. They are just starting to
come into the City by lorry loads at
night. In the mornings,. whole
pavements are stacked with them. It's
no longer common lo see the dark

attention by the watermelon woman.
Pay a little too much care and she will
be irritated thal her integrity is being
questioned; don't bother and you will

be taken for a sucker. Finally-the

negoliations begin.

“Twenty-five,” she says.

“Ten.” .

“Twenty-two,”" she concedes.

“Fifteen.”

“It's the biggest one of the season.
It will feed a family of ten,” she says.
“Twenty!"

“Lighteen.”

“Twenty." she is quile firm.

“Alright, twenty," you say and then
you,pull out the card that has been up
your sleeve. “Now cut'it. | won't buy
until you cut it.”

MULUGATAWNY"’C
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green ones. The favourites these days
are of the Bangalore variety, striped
green and white, like designer
watermelons. There are also the tiny
ones, pale green skinned with even
paler, pink flesh inside.

The watermelon sellers are as ffesh

and eager as the fruil itsell to find
customers. The season is just starting, -

Much later, they are content to slice the
fruit in segments and spear them onfo
spikes that decorate their carts, providing
a lurid touch as the red juice drips into
the dust. Right now they have to work
at it.

“Here, sir, take a good juicy one -

home," says the walermelon woman.

She picks up one and shakes it with
an authoritative air. If it's too heavy it's
full of juice, but not so sweet. If it's too
light, it could be spongy. Ideally a
melon should be cut open, so that you
can check wheiher it's really red and
juicy inside, but she's not prepared to
take the risk as yet.

You have to pick it up and inspect
it yourself. If there are palches of clay
along the base, the woman will assure
you that it's a gift from Mother Earth

herself, but unless you run a finger -
. along the surface and prod it, you'll

never know whether the clay has been

used to seal a damaged fruit. These

manoeuvres are waiched with keen

“Cul it!l" she shrieks: “He wants
me lo cut it!"" She runs about holding
the frujt in question asking passers-by
whether it's a reasonable request. Her
children stop playing under the
pyramids of unsold fruit. One of them
sleeping in a cloth hammock under the
tree by the side is as green in age as

the fruit. No one is interested in her
performance. It's just the beginning of

Summer after all.

You stand your ground. You.

actually begin to walk away, muttering
“Wanna, wanna,’ in a detached

manner, patting your wallet as though’

it had been straining to leap out.

She tums back to the pile and
rummages at the back of it. In a few
momenis she has found what she
wants, a huge round drum of a
watermelon, with firm unbroken skin.. -
She listens to the sound as she tapsit, -
thunk, thunk, thunk, like a musician
tuning an instrument. She pulls out a-
long knife and slices it open in one swift ..
curving slash. The two segments fall -
open. The flesh is revealed, pink and
sweet, It's the best one of the season. . |

Holding the fruit aloft in both hands
you make your way back to your car. = . :
She tucks the two ten rupee notes in. .
a fold of her saree al the waist. The "
first trophies of the Summer have been
won, . S

o~y
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ll the Stag

a temple

, | Aﬂer the big commerclal splash made

*by the tourist dance festival at

Mamallapuram making gentle waves -
~ was the holy festival of Ramayana, a-
“spiritual, cultural ‘and moral event.

organized by dancer Dr Padma

- -Subramaniam.. Narada.Gana Sabha
- wore the look of a temple with a papier -
mache grey stone shrine and real idols

of Rama, Seetha and Lakshmana

inside, before which worsh:p was.

performed.
- The mornings were -devoted to
seminars and lectures on such varied

" topics as Geography in the Ramayana

Rama's journey from Ayodhya to

* Lanka, the universal philosophy of the -
~ Ramayana elc. These were held before
the shrine, a brilliant idea. The evening -

programmes, on the proscenium slage,
had a judicious mix of various theatre

Francaise. Brilliant acting and ariful
decor (literally, the painting being by
artist John), howeve, did nol raise the

level of the play to high standards. -

‘The variety of’Raiiv :
| ajiv.  Menon, a
cinematographer - (better looking

“than many heroes), met the press at
Holel Savera recently to show them his

different levels of documentation. His

" advertising films have won quite a few

industry awards (Moods condoms,
Solidaire TV., TV.S., Suzuki elc.). His
camera work for Shyam Benegal’s

Nature's Symphony is brilliant. And his -

public service film on Schizophrenia is
touching. He gave his services free to

make this film, which got very good

performances from the aclors.

THE VIEW

and dance forms (I am wary of using '

the terms classical and Jolk,
terminologies thal - now need
redefinition).

Artful Don Juan

: On the Tamil theatre scene, Koothu

Pattarai, the most workshopped
theatre group in the city (it is roped in
for workshop participation whenever
there is a visiting theatre person from
abroad) presented Don Juan for a

marathon 21-day run at the Alliance

Tamil gossip columns have
romantically linked his name with that
of film star Gauthami, but Rajiv only
similed indulgently when asked about

- it at the conference.

Abu at Sakshi .

Sakshi Gallery recently displayed the -

paintings of Badri Narayanan. He's
not difficult, his paintings sell very well
and he is quile well known. But few
know of another lalent he has... Story-

young

One of Abu’s characteristic sketches
telling. He captures an audience’s heart

~with this fascinating falent.
Incidentally, Sakshi has spread to

Bangalore as well. lis-gallery there was
inaugurated with Touchstone, an
exhibition of the works of carefully
chosen artists from Madras who have
had the distinction of carving new paths
for themselves.

Sakshi in Madras has been showing
Abu Abraham's cartoons from the first
week of April. With the exhibilion on
till the third week of April, you still have
the opportunity of owning an original
Abu cartoon or sketch.

Readying for Summer

he end of March..... yet the art

‘world shows no sign of letting up.....
Heat or no heat ..... new shows are
being planned, new plays being
rehearsed ..... dancers are slill asking
musicians for dates -and almosl
everyone seems |o be planning an arts
and crafts workshop for children this

summer.... VR DEVIKA

Cable TV ‘creeps’

he talk in local movie circles is the

~ shivers that have been running up
an down the thick skins of
Kodambakkamwallahs after Cable
Television kept Madras audiences glued
to selecled sets-throughout the Gulf
War. -
Some time ago the video-bughear
upset Kodambakkam. Now, ironically,

~ both video and moviemen have jcined

hands to take up cudgels — or filt at
‘windmills? — against Cable TV.
Vociferous protest meetings where ‘more
heat  than light was generated,

- processions by filmfolk walking down

the busy highways of Madras with
hordes of ‘paparazzi’ clicking away

~ much {o the delight of the show-biz
strollers, long-winded, cliche-ridden,
groan-groan-moan memoranda submit- -

ted. o the President’s Men in Madras;
wrils in the Madras High Court... the

* protesters exhausted the lot. The Madras
Courts eventually asked Cable TV -
operalors  to  regularise their . business .
-and, till then, stop thows. The
, operalors, in turn, filed an appeal before -

1~ the Supreme Court’ and also sought a

stay..
Meanwhile, a Dehhi sarkar stde

team has declared that CTV has come -
to stay in India. And that worries

Doordatshan. CI'V is-sure to put DD

~ on” the shell — and .the loss of
advertlsmg reventie to-Mandi House-
- can be immense.

N tsthe talk of the nahon Thss 18-reel,

" Mukal Anand block buster of a Hindi -
movne Hum 1s dnvmg everyone crazy,

IS hummedf:'

all over. Bombay - dream merchant
Manmohan Desai called the song our
national anthem — provoking a flood
of protest letters in the press from purists
and pandils of patriotism.

Amithabh Bachchan, the highest

paid Indian actor (his fee per film is said

to be ten million rupees!) has made a
comeback with Hum after a lean
period, scream - Bombay film
presswallahs. Has he? What made the
film tick ana click? Bachchan or
‘Jumma Chumma'...?

Recent Hindi box-office bonanzas -

like Quemat Se Quemat Tak, Mainey
Pyaar Kiyaa and others dlicked because

of their songs. . Otner factors are

u CHER R -
KINEMAYANA

i BY

"MOVIEMAN
AEEEEE®

) secondary and mostly second rate tool
"The same argument seems vahd for thns a
. in Hindi, and drove the producer to
near insolvency), Aadi Velli, and the .
| Iatest Thai Poosam, are of this genre.
In addition to goddesses in human.
“form, most of these films star animals -

film too..
Music alone mauers lhal is the

 dictum of Hindi cinema, then and now.
Hum is no exceplion. Hindi film -

advertising too highlights and headlines

- only the songs, and little else.

. And that raises. an’_important

quashon Atter 60 years of the talkie
 in Hindi, an average film is still an ‘all--
- song-affair’, just as it was in’ 1531. s -
this what is called progxms in :nd:an o

Cmema‘?

cinema.. A solilary ‘soul, a succe&sful
music composer dominatas the scene

. The posmon is no different in Tamzl T

He gets top billing and movies are
announced with ‘his beloved blessings"
There is even a giant-sized cut-out of

“him staring at all in Kodambakkam

(Kaaliwood!), the first ever in the history
of cinema for a music composer!
Progress, what?

Faith and fantasy

| A genre of Tamil cinema known as

sami padary locally — an American
research student in India calls it
‘Devotional Cinema’ and is doing a
thesis on it — has some interesting and
disturbing fealures'about it. Films of this
kind have familiar, cliche-ridden,
predictable themes, storylines- and
characterisations, with Hindu gods and
goddesses, mostly Sakthi, Kali or

_ Parvathy (Lord Shiva's consort in
various forms), descending fo earth in
- human form fo set wrongs aright,

destroy evil and altempt 1o convert

atheists and unbelievers to theism and -

religious fanaticism. These incredible

films tend to promote superstition, blind

faith and revivalistic tendencies. Films
like Varuvaan Vadivelan, -Thunaivan
(this Tamil box-office hit was remade

too. Elephants, snakes, monkeys, cows,

peacocks, all perform incredible feats.
(One Tamil film had an elephant which

could even read the name-boards of
medical specxallsts and choose the right
orie for its human fnend') These films
. have a readymade audience in the rural.
illiterate and the religious and pseudo— :
religious in both rural and urban. areas.
And ) most of them make money L

Four yeais

fora novel

While the conlroversy over the

ﬁhnmg of Dominic Lapierres The City -

of Jpy rages in Calcutta, his latest

offering, Beyond Love, has just been
~ released. ]l tells the story of the world- -

wide effort by doctors, scientists, nurses
and palients to combat the greatest
plague of our times.— AIDS.
Lapierre was inspired to. write this
book when, passing through New York,
he came across a newspaper story that
began: ‘Mother Teresa has opened a
home for AIDS victims right in the heart

- of Manhattan’ four years of research

thereafier went into this book, which
reads like a novel. Published in India
in hardcover by India Book Distributors
and priced at Rs. 175, the release of
this book is almost simultaneous with

the UK. and US. editions.

VS. Naipaul's India: A Million
Mutinies Now was probably one of
the most reviewed titles of 1990. The
paperback edition (Minerva, Rs. 75) is
in bookstores now. Of special interest
to residents of Madras is the chapter on
Periyar and the growth of the Dravidian
movement. Naipaul also tackles the
aniibrahmin sentiment and the reaction
of that community.

The Gulf war has had publishers
vying with each other to be the first on
the shelves with fitles on the conflict.
The perils of such instant publishing is
brought home by a title like How to
Defeat Saddam Hussain. Of the
four or five fitles available in bookshops,
The Republic of Fear by Samir Al
Khalil (Pantheon Books Rs. 185)
promises lo have a longer shelHife since
it is a study of Irag under Saddam
Hussain and his Baath party.

Bombay-born, Canadian-based
author Rohinton Mistry joins the
growing band of Indo-Anglian writers
with his first novel Such a Long

Journey (Faber, Rs. 275). The author

narrates the slory of Gustad Noble, a
middle class Parsi bank employee who
finds his modest dreams shattered wten
his son refuses the seat he has won fo
an LIT. Further irals and tribulations
face Noble including the illnéss of his
daughter, the death of a friend and an
apparent belrayal by another.

Set against the backdrop of war
against Pakistan and the liberation of

‘Bangladesh, the novel is also a critique

of the machinations of the Indira

Gandhi 3ovemnml It is in th|s context

that the author weaves a fictionalised

account of that famous political scandal
— the NAGARWALIA CASE.- -

While all’ that I have descnbed
might sem like heavy going, the author
demonstrales a light touch and a  keen
sense of compassnon while bringing out
the humour in day-b-day suburban’
situations. The novel’ is- sirong on.
characterisation and in its portrayal of:
Bombay and the Parsi community.

Also in lllerary fiction, the 1990
Booker Prize winner Possession: A- -
Romance by AS. Byatt (Vintage, . -
Rs. 150) reaches Madras on a wave of -
critical acclaim. It tells the story of two -
academics who, while working on the:
lives of two diverse Victorian poets, -

ON THE

300 ¥&

SHELVES

discover an hitherto unknown liaison

- between the poets. The book has been
" variously described as a literary mystery,

a crilique of Victorian "poetry and. a.
salire on the modem B;ography. ‘
Industry” a

Tuming to popular fiction, there's:
Mario Puzo again, afler a gap of a few -
years, this time reluming with The:-
Fourth K (Heinemann Rs.250).
Christian Kennedy, cousin of |.EK., is
President of the United States. He is
faced with the greatest crisis of his career
when his daughter is kidniapped, the
Pope is assassinated and, simultaneous-
ly, two madcap young scientists plant
a nuclear device. in an undisclosed
location in the heart of New York. Are -
the threc events connected ?

Puz’s screenplay writing experience
is evident in his ability to cut from scene
lo scene across a broad canvas of action -
which encompasses Washington DC.,
New York, Rome and West Asia, thus -
maintaining narative tension at the
highes! level. _
The bookshelves appear to offer; this
fortnight, a fair amount of top of the
class reading.
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Champmmng

a team

of champions

Long before the senior division
cricket league saw ils last malch, the
Madras championship was decided this
year. In fact, even before the champions
played their last game, they were
already through (baming the protesis
and protestations that have become so
much a par! of the game today al every
level). Only once before, between
1971-'72 and '82-'83, has Jolly Rovers
had to wait longer than the four seasons
till this one lo regain the Raja of
Palayampatti Shield, symbol of
supremacy in the league.

In the last 24 years — from the time
india Cements took over the club and
then Chemplast ‘inherited’ it (the
respective directors being father and
son) — no leam has won the tille more
than Jolly Rovers' nine. It won it in its
very first season, when the then slate
caplain, P K Belliappa, Najam Hussain,
K R Rajagopal, K S Kannan and young
Verkatraghavan (already a Test star)
tumed out for the side. And that is one
of traditions that it has continued to
maintain; Jolly Rovers continues, as
always, 1o ensure that it has some of
the best players in the state.

The leading breeders giff

themselves Presul nt’s limo

(By a Sports Correspondent)

Cn March 3rd, the country’s
leading breeders of racing stock added
one more record o the many they've
set in the last five years. The first three
in the race were all bred at their stud
farms. The next day, they celebrated by
spending Rs. 31 lakhs on acquiring the
President of India's one of a kind
limousine!

The Rovers' recruitment policy was
probably formalised by former India
keeper Bharat Retldy who brought with
him inlo the leam,.in the early Eighties,
the kind of thinking that. today is
recognised as ‘modern’. In simple terms,

as one of the management books has

pul it: “If you pay peanuts, then be
prepared to employ monkeys”. The best
demand and get the best, and if Jolly
Rovers has been able to atlract in recent
years such stars as L Sivaramakrishnan,
B Arun, V B Chandrasekhar, Mujibur
Rehman, D Vasu, Sunit Subramaniam,

by
THE OUTSIDER

Ranji players all, it is because ils
sponsors are willing o pay.
Chandrasekhar, who led the team
this season, finished with 1035 runs al
an average of 94.09. His aggregate
included an unbeaten 252 (against
IOB), the highest in the league.
(Interestingly enough, he had o share

Dr. Cyrus Poonawaﬂa

Kasparov man to second
Anand against Karpov

(By a Sporis Correspondent)

India’s and Asia’s finest chess-player
ever had a rather disappointing outing
in the highest raled tournament in
history. Starting brilliantly, he finished
peorly, joint seventh with two others
and with eight others finishing ahead
of him in a field of 14 of the world's
top-rated Grandmaslers.

The Linnares Class 17 iournament
played in southern Spain included six
of the quarter-finalists who will meet
in August to determine who wiil
challenge Armenian Garry Kasparov for
the world title in 1992.

Anand, known as ““The Lightning
Kid" for his speed, used that asset well
to draw with the World No I,
Kasparov, and beat Anatoly Karpov,
who has been World Charnpion for ten
years and the Challenger for the last five
years. But when it came lo lesser
players, Anand inexplicably stumbled.

Possibly his worst defeat was at the
hands of the eventual champion,
Vassily Ivanchuk. Anand had never
before lost to this Russian 21-year-old,
the only undefeated player at Linnares.
In fact, he had beaten him three times,
including in the World Junior
Championship which Anand won, and

drawn once. Ivanchuk, now rated
World No. 3, must, on this form, be
considered favourite to win the
Challengers’- Tournament.

Anand's second for the quarter-
finals,” it is undemtood, will be
Grandmaster Mikhail Gurevich, a
Russian who is planning o settle in
Belgium. Anand had struck a fine
rapport with Ferdinand Hellers of
Sweden in the previous round, but felt
he now needed a second who knew
Anatoly Karpov's game better.

Gurevich happens to have been
one of Garry Kasparov's seconds during
the last title round. Like Kasparov he
is anti-Establishment and there is no
love lost between him and the Soviet
Establishment's darling, Karpov. Anand
hopes 1o begin his training for the
quarter-final against the previous
Challenger earlier than was first
thought; while playing in Europe this

month and next he is likely to start

working out with Gurevich. Anand’s
new second tied with him at joint
seventh in Linnares. He was also one
of those wha beal Anand in that
tournament. Which should only- make
their training seesions that much more
compelitive |

The Jolly Rovers, the champions championed by the Sanmar Group

the limelight on that day with off

spinner Venkatramana of Indian Bank

who had a haul of ten wickets in an
innings — naturally, the best bowling

performance of the season). The other
]olly Rover balsman to impress was
Mufibur Rehman, who made his bow
in the Raniji Trophy with a century in
the [ast match of fast season; he scored
662 runs this season.

[eftarm spinner Sunil Subra-
maniam, with 42 wickets at 19.71,
was the leam'’s leading bowler while
D Vasu (606 runs and 25 wickels)
was easily its most effective all-rounder.
Other bowlers with good performances
were off spinner Kubendran (33
wickets) and medium pacer Jaikumar
(27), the Rovers' ‘import’ from Kerala.

The victory of Delage in the Turl
Invitation Cup al Guindy gave Zavary
Poonawalld not only a half-share in the
winner, but it enabled the Poonawalla
studs to add this win to the five they
claimed credit for amongst the year's
six major Derbies.

With this win, the Poonawdlla
brothers also kept extending their record
ol Classics winners sired at their Poona
Stud Farm or at its two subsidiaries.
That record now stands at 106 Classics
viclories. Delage itself has contributed
four of them in this past year. The small-
made gelding also made il three-in-a-
row for the Poonawalla clan in their
role as owners of Invitation Cup
winners.

While Delage raced in the name
of Vijay Mallya and the brother who
lends the studs with rare patience and
understanding, the six-door Mercedes
Benz Sedan P-600 (Pullman) was un-
doubtedly the sole choice of elder
brother Dr Cyrus Poonawalla, the
business brains of the Poonawalla
vaccine, engineering, export and horse-
breeding empire. The Rolls Royce-
owning Cyrus loves fancy cars and has
a magnificent collection of them in his
home in Pune.

The white Benz, with hardly
25,000 kilometres on it, will un-
doubtedly now be the cynosure of that
collection. The Rashirapathi Bhavan
limousine, which had carried many
Heads of State on the short drives of
formal occasions, has been maintained
so well that it is almost in mint
condition, but it went under the
auctioneer's hammer in Delhi as part
of President Venkataraman's fuel-saving
austerity drive. Dr. Cyrus, riding on a
high, was not one to let that
opportunily pass.

At the ‘promising youngster' level, |

there was left hander Sharath and
Shyamsunder, a junior player. Wicket
keeper Ruben Paul too had his
moments, especially when quick runs
were needed.

One of the team’s strengths was that
al any time during the league, it could
call upon the experience of the likes of
Bharat Reddy (who scored a hundred
in the only maich he played),

S Moses: V Prasad, P Vijayakumar, -

all Chemplast employees and all of
whom have played in the -national
championship.

If the past tense has been used
when speaking of the team’s present
crop of players, il is because, with the
money now available in senior division
crickel in Madras, there is no guaraniee

- that players will stick fo a club. Of

course, there is nothing wrong in a
sportsman converting his skill into
money. li is only when the spiral goes
oul of reach that (lo mix a couple of

metaphors) lhe bottom falls out of the

~ markel. With the slart of the next. -

season al least two months away, .
negotiations have already begun. Who_ :
will play for whom? .
There is a move by Bharat Reddy,'
the force behind Chemplast cricket, io
starl a fund for promising young
cricketers who may be economically
backward. “We will pay for the’
education-and nutrition of a couple of - -
these. boys Ard il they progress as they
should, we.will take them on and pay :
according (o our regular scales.” .
This has been a good season for
Chemplasl. It even won a tournament
outside the slate, the Arlem Trophy.in
Goa. Chemplast was the organisation
which really introduced ‘profes-
sionalism' (in the festricted sense of the
word) into the city's cricket. Now it has
the opportunity of being a pioneer again
when il infroduces this scheme for

“youth. That could have a greater impact

on Madras cricket in lhe long run.
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