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The dilemmas
of the pictures

(By a Special Correspondent)

This is a tale ol two pholographers

from Madras who went {o cover an
election meeling. One of them, a
freelancer named Hari Babu, took a
pholograph of an alleged assassin and
her accomplice and went up in the blast
that followed. The other, M A Partha-
sarathy of the Ananda Vikalan, lived
and kept his. wils sufficiently to
pholograph what was probably her
handiwork and produce some of the
goriest pictures in assassination history.
Both got their work published world-
wide, but they also caused several
anguished dilemmas.

Hari Babu's picture included half-
a-dozen persons in his frame. When it
was first published, only three women
fiqured in the cropped pholograph and,
possibly, a fourth person hidden by one
of them. Why was the full piclure not
published? Could it be that the investi-
qators did nol want it known thal a

HEDo St Lankan
Tamils look
different?

(By a Correspondent)

: Immednately after the photo-
; graph of Rajiv' Gandhi's
assassin appeared, the Press —
both on its own as well as
quoting those who were on the
spot and were shown the picture
' — was full of such comments as
“She looks/looked like a Sri
Lankan Tamil". Some even went
to the extent of saying she had
“the build” of a Sri Lankan
Tamil.

What does a Sri Lankan
Tamil — or Sinhalese, for that
matter — look like? Is there any
special physical difference
between a Sri Lankan Tamil and
an Indian Tamil (or even an
Indian Tamil in Sri Lanka)? In
fact, is there any special
difference between a Sri Lankan
Tamil and any Dravidian?

The woman in the picture
was very probably Sri Lankan

deduced from other circum-
‘stantial evidence — but it is very
doubtful whether there are any
scientific tests that can tell a Sri
Lankan Tamil woman from any
other Dravidian woman. Yet a-
responsible newspaper reported
that an anthropologist was being
called in to test and decree that r
she was Sri Lankan Tamill Would
said anthropologist inform the -
world how this will be done.
essessssssesnsme————————swn

Tamil -— something that might be. |

picture of the possible accomplice was
in their possession? Then why release
il at all later? And why was the piclure
released selectively, only in The Hindu
among the English language papers
gelting it? Was it because il had the
largest circulation of any Indian
newspaper (English-language) in Sri
Lanka? Or is The Hindu acquiring a
new image?

Eventually, the complete photo-
graph appeared in papers all over India
and abroad. But despite what migtit be
described as almos! a miraculous clue
— imagine the photographer dying but
his camera and film surviving intact! —
all that materialised for days on end was
a long list of girls' names and not a
single male one.

Parthasarathy’s pictures, on the
other hand, photographs laken by a
man with cool and nerve, caused a
dilemma of another sort right round the
world. Should they be used at all in
all their gory horror or should they be
ignored? Surprisingly, the conservative
Hindu's glossy, Frontline, the bes!-
printed magazine in India, went to town
with the pictures — in full colour and
frightening detail. And in a unique bit
of journalism published a firs-page
CAUTION that read:" “Readers are
advised that some of the pictures
published in this issue relating to the
assassination may cause emotional
distress to some, especially children.”
Obviously, frontline’s Editor thinks of
his magazine as an “Adults Only"” one.

On the other hand, the world’s
mos! successful magazine, Time,
decided not lo go with the pictures that
it had received from a photo agency
with a note, “Tough call for a family
magazine. When Time took its hard-
to-make decision, it also considered the
views of one of its Indian correspon-
dents. Former Madras journalist Anila
Pralap had said, “fale denied Rajiv
Gandhi dignity in death. It will be
absolutely inhuman to sensationalise
this”. On the other hand, New Delhi
Bureau Chief Edward Desmond
argued, “If such images are kept out
of the public view, il works lo the
terrorists’ advantage, dulling the horror
of their actions”.

Commenting on its dilemma, Time
wrote: “..... TIME faced a dilemma.
How far should we go in depicting the
camage? The first photos were dramatic

- and stomach turning,..... There was no
" question that a -pholograph of the

assassination had-lo be used.... Bul
there had to be a sense of balance....

- (in the end) his death is rendered in the

context of his career (a small photo-
graph at the end of an illustrated time
line of Gandhi's life’).”

Time went on, “The world has
lately presented some particularly vivid
images of pain. And readers have
objected to some of our picture choices.
After we published a photograph....nne
reader complained thal we ‘over-
stepped the bounds of responsible
journalism.... Don't exploit their pain’.
Bul such images also touched hearts
and helped mobilize a belated lifesaving
US intervention. ‘We cannol stop
showing whal's happening in the
world.... but we try to show pholos that
are representative without exploiting the
event, says TIME picture editor....”

In this instance, Time’s sensitivity
is quite in contrast with that shown by
Frontline. Is the house of The Hindu
al last changing its conservative image?
If Time's readers have reacled in the
past, what are the loyal followers of The
Hindu's stable now going fo do?

MANAALI RAMAN...
. . : ,'/'

Huny’ Hurry! Get more needles
soon. We have lo finish this before

it is dawn.
IN MAD, MAD MADRAS

The wars smooth as velvet

(by Our Commerce Correspondent)

The contenders might hint at velvet

gloves in their labels, but in fact they
are preparing for a battle royal, at stake
the upmarket whisky crown of India.
The first to enter the ring, Jagatjit
Industries’ Black Velvet. Six weeks later,
Royal Velvet, from Vijay Mallya's
Herbertson's stepped into the ring,

weighing in at about Rs. 25 more a

750 ml bottle. Whoever the winner,
the biggest loser might well be spurious
Scotch, the knowledgeable say.

Till both Velvets appeared on the
scene, the premium Indian whiskies
were Peter Scol, Royal Challenge,
Bagpiper Gold and McDowell Vintage,
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Expecta
by loudspeakers over it (fefi) and all around it blaring ‘pop hymns all day long. — (Pholograph

by SUSHEELA NAIR)

They’re

making

a pop hero
of Thomas

(by S Muthiah)

The Trait of Thomas in Madras is
one route [ like to take my guests on,
especially those from abroad. It gives
me a chance (o astound many with the
information that Christianity reached
Indian shores — whether you believe
in the legend of Doubting Thomas or
not — long before it went West. [ have
often enough suggested that the Trail
of Thomas in both Kerala and Madras
be developed into a major tourist circuit
welcoming those from the Latin
counlries.

I heve, however, of late, been
having second thoughts. And that's
because two of the serenest sanctuaries
imaginable are being tumed into a
tamasha.

The quiet on The Mount used lo
be something sublime. And the little
church, built by the Portuguese on what
is believed to be the sile of the
martyrdom of the Apostle of India, was
a sandtified retreat thal encouraged such
traditional reverence as unshod feet. But

in about that order. They might
command about 10 per cent of the
Rs. 2000-crore IMFL market, but they
are no maich for spurious Scolch in the
marketplace; *‘more of the stuff is made
in Delhi and Bombay than good
whisky in the whole of Scotland,” says
an embitlered premium IMFL sales
executive.

Confident of squelching that illegal
trade are the two Velvets. Black is
claimed to be a product of international
standard, developed by a widely
acclaimed blender. Royal goes further,
claiming to have been blended by one
of the world's mast renowned blenders,

in recent months, every time |'ve been
up there, the silence has been blasted
by a combination of taped hymns in
pop style and blaring loudspeakers.
How anyone could meditate with this
constant cacophony is beyond me, but
the Sisters in the neighbouring convent
seem 1o be able to survive it and the
‘conductor” seems to be impervious to
it; the last time | found him fast asleep
beside his deck. What it's however
bound to do is to drive away anyone
wanting to follow the Trail of Thomas
in peace and piety.

Things are not very different at Lite
Mount. The last time | was up there,
Christ (or was it Thomas) was in cut-
out, as politicised as any of our leaders.
The loudspeakers could not, in those
circumstances, be far behind.

Perhaps the cul-outs and the din
will draw a new faithful to these shrines
centuries old, but | can't think of a faster:
way of oblilerating the legend of
Thomas from the minds of those who
revere the truth in an article of faith.

James Lang of Chivas Regal fame; the
hard sell is that it possesses “*a harmony
of body, flavour, aroma and. taste,
maiching the smoothness and mellow-
ness of genuine Scotch in every way".
Before either can grab the
connoisseurs, however, there is, waiting
in the wings, another challenger: A new
Bombay company, City Cellars, is, it -
is leaned, launching Royal Oak fo take -
on the two Velvets and Gentleman's -
Choice to take on their less regal, less
velvety cousins. |
Which of these is Madras going to
choose? Or will it be none at all, if -
certain election promises are kept?
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he last journalist to interview
Ra;w Gandhi was Barbara

Crosette of the New York Times. -

She was also one of the first to
file the story of the tragedy. But
she also filed a piece about what
they had spoken about during
Rajiv Gandhi's last drive, At least
one paragraph which she wrote
seems supremely ironical in

retrospect:

“On the way to the rally,
Rajiv Gandhi had been riding in
the front seat, window open. A
special fluorescent light mounted
on the dashboard....played on his
face, so the people could see him.
They threw in flowers, their
faces frenzied with happiness.
The biggest smiles in India live
in the gentle south. He threw the
garlands back at others....At one
point he stopped to greet a shy
woman being jostled by the
crowd. She covered her face with
her hands and then clutched the
cloth and held it to her.

About five minutes later, in
this smiling South that she says
Rajiv Gandhi had described as
“friendly territory', he was
dead. “‘There is nothing left"
....bystanders began to wail.
And, she adds, ‘‘The carnival
lights of a South Indian political
rally went on twinkling grotes-
quely all around the field of
death”

Fanciful Times

The most fanciful theory about
the Rajiv Gandhi assassina-
tion had the Calcutta Police
swinging into action against the
Bengal edition of the Coalfield
Times. Ravan Choudhury trotted
out the most amusing theory of
all in this paper, accusing V P
Singh, his favourite IAS officers,
Arun Shourie, The Hindu's N
Ram and his erstwhile colleague
Chitra Subramaniam, and
several others of being ‘‘behind
the assassination'. Now we've
heard it alit

Tiger tracker

The CBI man chosen to head
the special investigation team
probing the Rajiv Gandhi
assassination is a Tamil-speaking
officer of the Karnataka cadre
with a vast fund of knowledge
about the LTTE. Once Inspector-
General of the Hyderabad-based
Central Reserve Police Force
contingent, D R Karthikeyan
headed the CRPF presence in
northern Sri Lanka. Familiar as
he is with Jaffna, the Tigers and
other Sri Lankan Tamil groups,
Karthikeyan was considered the
best man to head the probe.

A high profile police officer
in Karnataka at one time, hz was
shunted to the backwoods when
Ramakrishna Hegde came to
power after routing Gundu Rao.
Subsequently Karthikeyan was
deputed to the CRPF and played

THE BIGGEST SMI

a key role in IPKF planning in
Sri Lanka. At that level of
operation, there were undoub-

tedly close links with the Sri

Lankan Police and Services and
those links will now come in
more than useful.

His Lordship’s view

Wf hen Lord Avebury spoke in
the House of Lords on Sri
Lanka's Tamil problem, his
remarks provoked several Sri
Lankan Tamil intellectuals to
write to him in protest. Replying
to them, he rather unnecessarily
dragged India — and Tamil Nadu
in particular — into a rather
unhappy scenario, predicting:

“..You will get your
Eelam...and will regret the day
after a few months rule by the
Tigers....It will be like
Cypras....to the lasting detriment
of both communities. In ten or
twenty years, the Indian federa-
tion would have disintegrated,
and the emergence of states on
the mainland with greater
linguistic, ethnic and regional
homogeneity (e.g., Kashmir,
Assam, :l'amil Nadu) will lead
naturally to the formation of a
Greater Eelam. If omly the
peoples of Sri Lanka could
negotiate peacefully a federal
solution....they could set an
example to their larger
neighbour.”

That's one more confis-
mation of how the West sees the
problems we keep making for
ourselves in India and the
neighbourhood.

More star-gazing

Following in the footsteps

of Sunday, the Illustrated
Weekly filled its issue dated,
mark it well, May 25-31, with
more political predictions by the
stargazers. Eight of the nine,

including Madras's own Kaliyur _
Narayanan and K N Saraswathi,

named Rajiv Gandhi as the next
Prime Minister. And even the
ninth predicted he would be
Prime Minister for a few days till
a hung Parliament sorted itself
out and Jyoti Basu took over. By
then the whole world knew
what had happened on May 21.

Southern comfort

The Man from Madras Musings
was rather startled to read
some surprising comment
recently in The Telegraph of
Calcutta about the National Film
Awards. Alleging ‘‘mercantile
motivations'’ and ‘‘immoral
practices’’ on the part of the

" have been rewarded with

SHORT *N’ SNAPPY

juries, Hameeduddin Mahmood
went on to accuse: ‘‘These...hurt
the impartial dispensation of .
national awards, reducing them
to the level of fans’ assoc:atmn

awards.’

According to Mahmood,
several members of the jury did
not deserve to be on it. While
questioning the credentials of
Subiramireddy — a financier and
theatre owner — and V Ganga-
dharan — transport operator-
turned-producer — Mahmood
stated that Gangadharan was also

“involved in a score of films
entered in this year's competi-
tion ..... (including) films that

11 awards''.

The final straw would seem
to be, in Mahmood's view, the
fact that, ‘‘Regionwise the Jury
had seven South Indians, largely
Tamil lyengars. This too is
reflected in the awards. The joint
secretary’in charge of films could
not rise above narrow loyalties'",
Over to you, Movieman... but
while waiting for the ordure to
hit the fan, MMM can't help
musing that Hameeduddin
Mahmood is a name he's come
across quite often in a paper from
Madras sometimes labelled as

“largely....”" MMM
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Sponsorship a must

With a fall in attendance in compeltitive
matches, cricke! associations should

‘think in terms of sponsorship alone.

Fortunately for TNCA, Nippo and Dyna-

vision came along to make the Diamond

Jubilee match a success (MM — 15.5.91).

To create more spectator interest, cricket

associations should introduce a lottery system

straightaway. The lucky winner must be

given the prize by a prominent cricketer each
day.

C K Subramaniam

TNCA Umpire, 159S | Block

Anukul Apartmenls,

Anna Nagar West-600 040.

A weekly soon?

I was delighted to go through Madras

Musings!. 1 hope it will soon become

a weekly wilh more pages and illustrated
features.

M R Krishnamurthi

_ .. Asst. News Editor, The Hindu (Retd.)

31, -Second Main Road-600 035

Going back to the '30s

The subjects dealt with by you are dealt
with, with erudition, and are what a
common man appreciates. Profound wisdom
is combined with humour. | am reminded
of the old weeklies like Young India and
Harijan ol the Thirties. | hasien to express
my joy and pleasure al Musings and wish
you wide circulation. Musings, fitis properly
advertised, will.soon get lakhs of readers.

| am a practising lawyer in Madras with
55 years al the Bar and am nearing 80.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity
lo enjoy the serene charm of Musings.

M C Srinivasan
102, T P Koil Street-600 005

A senior citizen recalls

Madms Musings — the masthead of your

new labloid is striking with the first
and lasl vowels imbedded in it, thus
heralding liveliness and phonetical sonority
(for vowels are the “antibiotics” of

languages).

It make me recall the Daily Mirror of

- London, | regularly read in my younger days.

Your magazine carries such crisp and short
items of relevant views and news. -

Short se]].mg

can be

rewarding

With the elections and the budget

around the comer, there is every
prospect that the market will remain
subdued for a while. If it is characterised
by a precipitous drop in share prices,
followed by small rallies, it would be
called a bear market. In a falling
market, money is made by selling
documents that you hold and rebuying
them at lower prices. This is an
expedient to which owners of shares
may resort o in the coming six weeks,
ie. up lo the end of July.

But it is dangerous to sell shares
without the documents in your hand,
intending to buy them at lower levels.
This operation, known as ‘short
selling”, is a very popular preoccupation
amongst speculators, but it is a serious
risk. Greal skill is needed to identify
shares in a falling market and to make
profits by buying them at lower rates.
Several important rules need fo be
followed if you are to succeed in this
game. It is a very specialised adventure
and can lead amateurs into losses. Qur
advice is that if you have not done it
before, be extremely cautious, for, it is

~OUR

READERSﬁ_

An item for Senior Cilizens, if added,
will given them pleasure in their evening of
life!

A Sampath Krishna,
117 Shanmugarayan Streel-600 001

For Qutstation readers

Iam a resident of Visakhapatnam. During
my recent visit 1o Madras, | collected a
copy of Madras Musings at Higginbothams.
The issue was very inferesting and parti-
cularly useful for people like me who live
away from Madras to get an idea of the
goings:on in Madras. Unfortunately it is not
possible for people like me who are not
residents of Madras to get copies. Could you
send me copies?
‘R Rangarajan
Manager-Process, Hindustan Polymers
R R Venkatapuram PO,
Visakhapatnam-530 029

Out of adjectives

Madfas Musings — Interesting, Intellectual

and Quite Different. I do not know
what else fo write.

| was astonished to find it is [ree (who
will miss a worthy Joumal like this!).

N V Sudhamathi
236 Linghi Chetty Street-600 001

a risk pregnant with the possibility of
unlimited losses.

What else does one do in a falling
market? In an earlier issue it was stated
that investors must invesl in companies

and not in the stock market; that a

falling market is an opportunity for the
investors to buy good shares at low
prices. If that is understood, then readers
must act on those earlier recommenda-
tions, if they have not done so upto
now, for many of them continue to be

BULL'S EYE
There are also other
recommendations; three of them are:

buyable.

Tamarai Mills Ltd.: (Current Market
Price — Rs. 72.) This company, belonging
to the South-based Loyal Group of
companies, witnessed a jump in its export
tumover during the year ended March 1991
— exports improved from Rs. 84.80 lakhs
in "90 to Rs. 4.06 crs. in '91. The EPS
reported was more than face value of the
share (Rs. 10.77) due to low equity of just
Rs. 0.91 crs. The future prospects are
excellent as the modemisation programme
has been implemented and will become fully
operational for the current year, The share
price is expected to double in a year's time
as the industry's exports are likely to do well.

Premier Housing and Industrial
Enterprises Ltd.: (Current Market Price
Rs. 15.75.) This Madras-based housing
development company approached the

public with an. issue of Rs. 1.80 crs. in
December '89. The issue was oversubscribed

10.25 times. The maiden results for the year -

ended March 1991 are impressive. The
company has also been able lo maintain its
promise fo declare a dividend by announcing
a 15 per cent maiden dividend. A price of
Rs. 25/- is expected for this share by the time

of next resulls,

Enfield India Limited: (Curent
Market Price: Rs. 19.50.) This Madras-based
company is expected to do well in the future,
thanks lo the Eicher alliance. Enfield's
Raniper plant now manufactures
components for Eicher's LCVs, For the hall
year ended September '90, the results show

considerable improvement over the previous

half. The operaling profit was up by 106% -

and the cash loss was also reduced. The
technicals are now Hopeful. Although a
dividend is two years away, the share can
now be picked up for long-term.

K. GOPALAKRISHNAN
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Full-time- or Part-time
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great amount of alcohol in the system,

fan.

Hiccups may slow
leather boom

eather tanning is, perhaps, the oldest

industry in Madras. Thomas Parry
got it going nearly 200 years ago.
Periamet, in the heart of the city, used
to be the third largest leather trading
centre in the world. The now-sick
Gordon Woodrooffe was one of the
largest tanneries in the country.

After Independence, Madras tanners
slowly changed to manufacture of
finished leather and semi-finished
leather. The industry was dominaled by

a lot of family businesses which had.
been in the trade for generations. They

were mainly small and tiny units. The
semi-tanned leather was popular the

world over and it was heady days for.

the industry till the early Seventies. They
Central Leather Research Institute was
established in Madras, also the Leather
Export Promotion Council in 1956.
The Madras Leather Fair has become
an event much looked forward to by
the industry here and abroad.

The face of the Indian Leather
Industry changed overnight in 1972,
when the Seetharamiah Committee,
after ten years of research, clamped
down on the exporl of semi-finished
leather. That was when the industry
started seriously 1o ook lowards the
future. One of the recommendations of
the Seetharamiah Committee was that
the export of finished and semi-finished
leather be gradually reduced and the
material retained in the country and
exported in the finished form, that is,
as manulfactured goods such as leather
qarments, handbags, shoe uppers, shoes
and so on. This was a sensible step to
provide more employment opportunities
in the country and also eam more
foreign exchange by exporting more
value-added products.

The industry had to slowly adapt
itself to changing condilions. After going
through many ups and downs, the
leather export industry stared seeing
better times. in the last few years there
has been spectacular growth. Leather
exports from India was Rs. 2000 crores
last year. This year,in spite of depressed

conditions, exporls are expected to
reach around Rs. 2600 crores.

From the mid-Eighties, Government
policies have been helpful to the expori
industry. Export incentives, import of
machinery, increasing labour costs in
countries like Korea, Hong Kong and
Taiwan have all worked in favour of
the Indian leather industry. Today, in
Madras there are 3roups, like the
KHGroup, which has a tumover of
Rs. 100 crores, the Farida Group
(Rs. 80-90 crores), T Abdul Wahid
(Rs. 60 crores), M Bilal Husein &
Company (Rs. 45 crores) and the
Ghaitonde Group {Rs. 25-30 crores),
which have all made the successful

BUSINESS
REVIEW
by
THE SHROFF

transition to manufactured products
from their base in leather tanning,
The other development in the
leather industry s that the big business
houses have discovered the advantages
of leather exports. Today groups like
Hindustan lever, Tata Exports, L&T,
the Sanmar Group and Wipro are all

- in leather exports, their unils are not

necessarily concentrated in Madras, but
spread all over the country. However,
their presence and interest have brought
in a touch of professionalism_to the
business.

However, the picture is not all rosy.
Growth also brings problems along with
it. The pollution hazards caused by the
{anneries in the Ambur, Vaniyambadi
and Pallavaram belts are well known.
The Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board has been persuading the tannery
owners to joinlly put up effluent
treatment plants. And in Pallavaram,
after many delays, the project is at last
coming through.

In the last two years, there has been
irouble from the lucralive German
markel. The German buyers have been
objecting to a particular Jeather chemical
the Indian industry has been using, as
it is supposed to be carcinogenic.

Over the years, sharp differences
have developed between the leather
trade (the people making finished and
semi-tanned leather) and the leather
industry (the producers of manufactured
goods). Following the Seetharamiah
Committee report through, govemnment
is planning to impose quolas on export

of finished leather {deferred several

times because of representations made
by the trade) from April 1992. The
export of raw hides and semi-finished
leather is already banned. The trade
segment is still dominant in the South.
Out of the 850 members in the leather
footwear panel of the Council for
Leather Exports (which is also based in
Madras and which came into existence
in 1984 by merging the Leather Export
Councils of Madras and Kanpur), only
199 are from the Southem region. And
of the 2900 members in the leather
goods panel, the South’s share is less
than 700. However, 61 members out
of a lotal of 63 in the semi-finished
leather panel and, about 740 out of
865 in the finished leather panel are
from the South.

The trade lobby feels that the
finished goodsindustry in the country
is still not ready to lift all the leather
available. In fact, due fo this,as well
as the global recession, four to five
million pieces of tanned leathers, worth
about Rs. 40 crores, has piled up with
the tanners in Tamil Nadu.

If these and other problems (Jike
opening up of East Europe, which
might distrat West European shoe
manufacturersfrom India) are ironed out
in subsequent leather export policies,
the target of altaining Rs. 7000 crores
by the year 2000 may not be im-
possible. And the South will continue

to play the same major role it has alf

these years.

The Police received an anonymous

call that a body was hanging from
a ceiling fan in a newly-built but
unoccupied bungalow in Madras. The
head constable, who rode his creaky
bicycle to the address, peeped through
an open window and saw a well-fed,
well-moustached male hanging from a

there were several injuries on the body
and behind the neck. What, or who,
had caused ihem? There was evidence

" thal the deceased was rarely sober and,

in that slate, was in the habit of falling
down stairs, out of cars and in the toilet,
often injuring himself. But the police
had an uneasy feeling.

BY

CRIME NOTEBOOK

RANDOR GUY

When the senior investigators broke
open the doors and took possession of
the body, il was quickly identified by
neighbours and relatives. The dead man
belonged to a newly-rich family whose
paterfamilias was well known in the
city.

The dead man had no job and was
a wastrel addicted lo wine, women and
song. He was in the habit of pestering
his rich relatives for cash, but, of lale,
had appeared depressed, even remorse-
ful, about his wanton ways. He had

‘even lalked of ending it all for good

with a friendly length of rope.
“Death by suicide? So they thought,

the relatives ‘and friends. But the

postmoriem report said that, besides a

Then came the anonymous calls.
The man had been beateri lo death after
being plied forcibly with liquor, the
callers alleged. The police requested
Dr. K. Gopalakrishna and N Pitchandi
to examine the evidence. The former
is a nationally renowned forensic
medicine specialist with a remarkable
track record, while NP is equally well
known as an expert in chemical and
handwriting analysis.

The two men visited the spol where
the body had been’found and combed
the area. They noled that the fan in the
room was new and shiny and had
fancy Irills. But its stem showed scralch
marks in which, on closer examination,
were found fibres of nylon! From the
rope found around the neck of the dead

‘BLOOD WILL TELL!

man? Most likely. Did he hang himself?
Or was he hanged after he was dead?

The two experts found that the floor
of the room had been washed clean
very recently. Why? To remove tell-tale
signs? Pitchandi examined the floor
more closely and, near the door, spotted
some seemingly fresh blood stains! On
analysis, it seemed likely the blood was
the dead man's.

The experis then examined the
enlarged photographs of the blood
stains. Blood spilling on to a surface
from a body forms pattems, and these

“have distinctive edges. A scientific study

of the blood stain-pattem enables the
height from which it was spilt to be
delermined with exactitude. Applying
the forensic science formula, Pitchandi
deduced that those blood stains would
have been spilt from very, very close
to the floor near the door!

If an injured person was moving,
indeed, crawling, at that height, he
would have been in no condition to
have hanged himself. It seemed very
possible that he was carried by some
people into the room and strung up, the
crime being made to appear a suicide.

Further investigation confirmed it
was a case of murder and the culprits
were brought to trial. .

Blood, they say, will tell. It did, to
this expert! :

Tarnished

awards

The behind-the-sets
contributions bring
performers’ roles
into question

At a recent filmland function, a

veteran Telugu character actor with
a track record of many a memorable
role in over a hundred films spoke his
mind about awards given to besi actors
and actresses at the national and state
levels. Many private organisations, film
magazines, fan associations and others
loo present such awards at glittering
giamour-plus galas.

But consider actor A or actress B
who wins the award for ‘best acling’
in a particular motion picture. He or
she almosl invariably does not speak
the dialogue. Someone else lends his
voice, or ‘dubs’ for him, if the aclor
does not know the language or is not
competent enough lo speak the lines
in the manner required for the role. The
voice-dubbing culture is practically a
racket. One man or woman dubs for
several slars and, consequently,
audiences hear the same voice from
different performers. The same accent,
the same inflections, the same highs and
lows and the same aural mannerisms!
It is becoming monolonous. Voice is
an imporant part of a performer's
reperioire, yet an award-winning actor
borrows it for a fat fee paid by the poor
producer.

There's one Tamil film actor who
borrows a voice for all his films. His
father, a filmland figure of yesteryear,
makes it a part of the conlract that a
parlicular voiceJender alone should
‘dub” for his son. The ridiculous
situation that arises out of this is that
a Telugu-speaking Andhra speaks Tamil
for a Tamilian in a Tamil film!

Then take the siluation of the
award-winning aclorfactress who has
several song situations. Most performers

today cannot sing. A professional

playback singer then Jends hisher voice
and sings the songs, while the award-
winning actor moves hisher lips during
the shooting of the song sequence: That ™
mekes the score Minus Two!

Every film in Tamil or Telugu dr
Kannada has several fights in it,
whether the story (if any!) or situation
warrants a fight or not. And that's when
the award-winner’s score becomes
Minus Three.

Most award-winning actors are not -
fighters. Few have the physique, muscle
power or the expertise to fight. In fact,
a leading Tamil hero, who knocks out
a dozen and more goons in every.
movie of his, can hardly raise his arm
higher than his shoulder. Due to a
physical impairment, his arm comes out

isIsREE N
KINEMAYANA

BY
MOVIEMAN

of its socket when he raises it, and then * .
he has to get surgical help before his
arm can function again and he can stop
screaming. So, fights are not done by
this or any other actor, but by a trained -
stuniman, who doubles for our award-
winning hero and performs the stunt
direclor’s ingenious choreography.

for some unknown reason, a
‘double’ is called a ‘dupe’ in Indian .
filmland language. And that fits in
perfectly with the fact that nobody
really hits nobody, as a director
describes it, the fights being mostly
faked. As that great movie genius and.
stormy pelrel of Hollywood cinema
Orson Welles said, F is for Fake'l And -
that applies to a T and more in our
movies...

So, the enraged veleran thundered,
the award-winning actor does not

_speak, borrows voices to deliver his

{Continved on P6)
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BACK!

~ (By A Medical Correspondent)

When one of my aunts developed
acute back pain, I took her to

meet Meera, who runs a physio-
therapy ~clinic. "It would be a
refreshing change to have a patient with
an honest-to-god back pain at last,”
sighed Meera, looking wistfully at my
aunt’s no-nonsense face. Before I could
ask her lo elaborate, she went on to
muse:" | wonder if I told you about
the strange case of Mr Rajan?” She
hadn't. So I braced myself for the story,
for there was no stopping Meera when
she was in the mood.

Mr Rajan (Meera recounted) had
just managed to leave Kuwait before
the war and joined his family in
Madras. However, he was badly
shaken, since all his money was in the
Gull and, given the grim scenario at
the time, it seemed unlikely that he
would ever lay his hands on it again.

When Mr Rajan first walked into
my clinic, Meera went on, his haggard,
grey appearance had me convinced that
he was at least 50 years old. So imagine
my surprise to discover he was only 38!
He kept complaining about acute back
pain, but, funnily, each time | asked
him 1o locate the pain, he would
invariably say, “Doctor, right now there
is no pain. But every time 1 take off
my Tshirt, [ can feel it coming, you
seel’” Whete exactly would he sense
the sensation, | would persist, and he
would aggrievedly reply: “Doclor, it is

such an acute feeling, it can't be
wrong. | haven't got any pain now, but
when [ take off my Tshirt, I have this
terrible fear 1 will shortly experience
pain.” But surely he must fix the ‘pain-
points’ for the treatment, | would point
out, but he would continue to be
aggressively evasive.

[ used my equipment on his entire
back — but despite ten long and painful
(for me) sessions, his complaints
continued. As the weeks went by, he
became a permanent fixture in the
clinic. Much to my alarm, he lost no
time in drilling my other patients on
their ailments, making every effort to
convince them that they would never
be cured. Even my most enthusiastic

~ and resilient patients began to develop

severe anxiety symploms. In short, he
was becoming such a nuisance, [ started

dreading going to the clinic!

But every cloud has a silver lining,
they say, and mine surfaced when the
Gulf war ended abruptly. Mr Rajan
suddenly disappeared from my life. A
month later, a month spent calming the
nerves of my other patients, he tuned
up again. But now he was as radiant
as the momning sun, looking not a day
older than 30! He was returning to
Kuwait and wanted to say good-bye.
1 wished him luck and asked him about
his back. *“Why, Doclor, it's in perfect
condition. Why do you ask?" he
demanded, sounding genuinely

perplexed.

Pho
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Two buildings that provide a contrast in the way pillars are used. Across from Telephone House on NSC
Bose Road in George Town is magnificent Pachaiyappa’s Hall, built in 1850 and modelled on the Athenian Temple
of Theseus. The hall was part of Pachaiyappa’s Central Institution, a preparatory school that was the pioneer

THE non-missionary, non-British-financed Hindu educational institution in the & THE
city. This school, founded in 1842, later became Pachaiyappa’s High School ~ ==*®
NEW... and in its premises school education still flourishes. This splendid building OLD

with its imposing lonic columns is now believed to be on the threatened
list: there is talk of it being pulled down. Certainly it is in a dilapidated shape, made worse every day by the way
it is treated by those who use it. Nevertheless, it is in sound enough condition for to be refurbished and r_'etainea'

as a monument to the first great philanthropist in Madras. ‘
The pillars and pediment of this historic hall that is a landmark in George Town are quite a contrast to

the modern use of pillars on Poonamallee High Road. On left is how new pillars have been used in a just-opened

all-purpose building whose curved front provides additional reason JSor it getting attention.
(Photographs by SUSHEELA NAIR).

“B of a polling station on the day of the poll? o -
s - 12. To the memory of which saint was the 20th annual music festival
. ~ held on May 31 and June 1 at Thirukalikundram dedicated?

Cul

A&Jaremly you can tell a culture by
e number of different words it uses

to describe cerlain activities. Pasloralists
will have ten different words on how
to mitk a cow, but no idea at all on
how to harvest rice. Martial types will
tell you twenty different ways on how
to-load a gun, but when it comes fo
making love they setlle for a prosaic
“Doing work” or *Having to perform
one’s duty”.

~Taking the analogy fo the present
times, one cannot but be struck by the
number of terms used lo signify a strike.
We are all familiar with a “bandh;’ a

‘day when there's no milk delivery in

the afternoon. But what happens when
a former Chief Minister removes half

his clothes and is dragged off to the

hospital protesting that it is his right to

‘undertake a fast unto death, displaying

in the process an impressive, hanging
belly? Can this be called a “Cummer-
Bandh?"" After all, he did hope that the
state would grind to a sympathetic halt
on seeing his plight.

This leads us to the realm of
“National Bandhs" which signify a
general constipation rather than the
more localised ones. The papers have
banner headlines which claim a
“Complele stoppage of movement” or
“Nation al a standstill”. When it is
lifted, both Radio and TV. lake greal
delight in reporting, “Common man
gels reliefl — Back in motion.”

In between there are the small jolis
that come under the title of “rokos”

as in'Road Roko, Rastha Roko, Plane

Roko. Unsuspecting motorists “-and

commuters are suddenly faced with a
protest. Often these are of a
spontaneous nature, housewives
waiting on the road with buckets, Air-
India pilots hoping for a pay hike so
that they can keep their swimming
pools clean and so forth. Certain
calegories of people are at an advantage
in such a situation. They just have to

The worst are perhaps the protest
strikes, which are more in the nature

of ralfies. We had the Farmers’ Rally

in Delhi not long ago and the Saffron
Rally. Then there are the silent rallies
and the flag rallies, the cycle ralkies and

“scooter rallies. Even though technically

they cannot qualify as a-strike or a
bandh, since, in fact, everyone is

stop working and the garbage piles up,
patients get cluttered in Inlensive Care
Units, post starts overflowing from
postboxes, animals starve in z00s and

airports get jammed with flighits. This .

is the sort of situation when editors start
talking of “holding the country to a
ransom’’. The best thing about it is that
it almost always pays.

- Another category of strikes is the
one that either slarts or ends with the
word “down"”. for example, there is
“Shutiers Down"" which means that the
shopkeepers and hoteliers are taking a
small break, or “Pens Down™ which
is a polite way that clerks have found
of telling their customers to get lost. If
people. are really desperate and can
think of no good reason, perhaps it's
just the heat that's getting them down,
or the presence. of the Wesl Indies

cricket team in the City, they just shout

“Down, Down!" and, presto, there's

‘a strike. - _

MULLIGATAWNY

; moving around, usually shouting

slogans, the effect is a complete paralysis
of life in the city. -

. The last ¢ategory is the most tragic,
since it takes place.under generally sad
and at times traumatic circumslances.

The passing of a favourite leader or an -

elder stalesman, or the death of a
charismatic’ personality, - should. not

“happen more than once or twice in
anybody's lifetime, but we in this

country or sub-conlinent appear to be
making a speciality of the slain leader.

Under the Pharaohs of Egypl, entire
armies of people would ritually join
their king in his joumney to the other
world. Though we.do not actually take
our lives, the complete cessation of life

for a couple of days is so exlreme that -
we cari only label it a state of “Amar -
Bandh", or Eternal Bandh. Is 'this the
country thal we:want? A country that ~* -
is grinding down to an Amar:Bandh? -

2 N..CHANDRASEKARAN, 11 Balakrishna Mudali Streel, Madras-600 033:
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QUIZZIN' WITH NAVIN-5

The response lo the quiz, with just one question to answer, was certainly much better. But we look
forward to a still befter response this fortnight. Question 21 is still easier, this isue.

Meanwhile, iry and answer the first twenty questions on your own, before tuming lo the answers
on Page 8. Remember, Quizmaster NAVIN JAYAKUMAR takes all his questions from the local
newspapers of the fortnight imentioned in the coupon. :

To win a prize all you have 1o do is answer Question 21 correctly. Fill in the coupon given below
— which leaves space lor your answer — and mail it io MADRAS MUSINGS QUIZ-5, Clo Lokavani

. Hall Mark Press, 62-63 Greames Road, Madras-600 006 before 5 p.m. on June 25th. The first
" three correct answers drawn will be entitled to a prize of Rs. 100 each. We can't make il
any simpler, than that, can we? So get fo it; here are the questions and your coupon:

1. Who described Rajiv Gandhi's birth on August 20, 1944, as that
of the 400 millionth and first Indian - '
2. Where did Rajiv Gandhi first meet Sonia Maino?
3. Which MP gave a _inoving first person account of the bomb-blast
at Sriperumbudur from which she providentiaily escaped?
Who is Prof. P. Chandrasekharan? - | |
What is the major. constituent of the C1, C2, C3 plastic explosive
used in the assassination?
‘6. Why did the team of forensic science experts rule out the possibility
of a bomb being planted in a garland or a flower basket?
Why was Kevin Mason in the news recently
'8. At which two places were the funeral urns containing the ashes
of Rajiv Gandhi kept in Madras? ' '
9. Whoisthe CongréSs-l candidate for the Sriperumbudur Lok Sabha
seat? - . :
10. Why would one call at Malligai, Greenways Road, Madras-600 0287
11. Which of these constitutes both an Electoral Offence and a Corrupt

Practice according to the Election Commission — booth capturing.
propagation or glorification of Sati, or canvassing within 100m

2

13. Where is the National Institute of Port Management?

14. According to new UNDP report, which is the best country to live
in where human rights are concerned, and which is the worst?

15, Two ‘'operations’ were in the news recently — Operatio}: SeaAngels

and Operation Solomon. What were they?

16. Niki Lauda,.the‘former world motor racing champion, was in the
news for a non-sports related tragedy. What was it?

17. What is the Intertropical Coverage Zone? |

18 In which country did Mengistu Haile Mariam, the ex-dictator of

Ethiopia, seek asylum after his overthrow in the recent coup?

19 A veteran Communist leader who-recently passed away was

" arrested in March 1929 and charged. What was the case?
20. Wh'at‘ raag did Amjad Ali Khan compose and play in memory of
Rajiv Gandhi? _ . :

PRIZE QUESTION )
21. Among the countless condolence messages Mrs Sonia Gandhi
received was one from Vijita Rohana. Why would you consider that

dd? . : .. e ‘

__QUIZ COUPON-5

o - .7
. - e - - N . - .
NAME i esesie s s e seensbresesarranssisiiesssesiosaaasaanassssnarans

no-oocco--.-ucpoo--e--u.--o-.o-n.c..-.--..ato.c-.c--o-oa-....oa.o'o..--.oa-oo-»-aocn.c-o.o.-:..-ooo.g.

) ,Q.'21....'...;....;_ ...... ST
L (The Fortnight of May 19 to june 1)

" We now look forward to a real, big response. Meanwhile, here are the lucky winners
of Quiz 4-and-the correct answers: T .

1. V. MAHALINGAM, Addisons Paints, Sembiam, Madras-600 011. -

o

3. Miss. M Sree Gnana Prasoona, 36 Chengalvaraya Street Triplicane, Madras-600 005.

- ANSWERS TO QUIZZIN' 4

' HAK.Pgtaudi, the Congress (I) Candidlh at Bhopal on 5591 -

Prohibition

— or not?
A futile hurling of arrows when
the realities can’t be changed

Afew weeks ago, the hallowed pages

of The Hindu carried an article on
Prohibition. The writer, S. Guhan, a
former Finance Secrefary and Adviser
fo the DMK government, made out a
cogent, well-reasoned case against
Prohibition, taking his stance on the
realities of the situation, without in the
least minimising the evil consequences
of drinking, ending his arguments rather
dramatically with the resounding state-
ment that “Prohibition is a wolf in
sheep’s clothing. Ironically its rhetoric
is populist, while the reality behind it
is ani-people”. Rather strong words,
perhaps, but one can't question his basic
preference for the lesser of two evils.

The article raised the hackles of
Prema Nandakumar, an acknowledged
scholar, if conservative, whose sincerity
and probity cannot be questioned. She
lambasted Mr Guhan, but her dialectic
was the well-worn one based on the
atthority of scriptures, the views of

personalities from Vyasa to Gandhiji

and Rajaji, and the never particularly
well-documented social damage caused
by alcohol. The two then had a brief
exchange of letters which | particularly
enjoyed as each threw quotations from
the Mahabharata at one another exactly
like the armows we saw on TV.

] myself think that Mr Guhan got
the better of the exchange, hands down,
but that is not the point. The point is:
is anything to be gained from discussing
a subject over which attitudes are well-
entrenched, and eachi proponent
honestly believes that he alone is right?

- The ground reality is'that drinking is

here 1o slay, and all that the state can
do about it.is lo regulate it.

Aspects of Prohibition |

. Ihave had a vantage point from which

to view Prohibition from 1948.

- During-what might be called its heyday
" in thisstate,” from. 1948 to 1971, it

seemed to be veryeffectively enforced.

Theorelically you could not gel a drink

unless yoii had a valid permi, given,
laughably. enough, on medical grourrds.
What actually happened was thal many

people got-permils and sold the liquor

at premium prices fo those who wanted

it badly. Liquor shops usually managed -

o obtain quite a few extra permitsand

obliged their regulars with extra boi!les -

for extra’prices.

There was another ’péﬂicularl.j'r -

unsavoury aspect to Prohibition during
this period. }f one had a grudge against

someone who was known o drink
secretly without a permit, one informed
against him, his house was raided by
the police, and he was taken, al the
least, to the police station where, after
the usual pourparlers and exchange of
cash, he managed to get away. Even
Rajaji when he was Chief Minister was
not above this kind of behaviour, and
oldimers will remember at least one of
the famous Prohibition raids he
unleashed on a conclave of several
prominen! citizens. And, of course,
bringing in liquor from Pondicherry was
easy as pie, the check-posts settling for
cash or kind. '

- The population has increased by a
hundred per cent since those days
without a commensurale increase in

|G Cking
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police personnel, and any atiempt to
reimpose Prohibition, in however
marginal a form,” is foredoomed fo
failure.

Stabs at fasting
Ihave recently decided to become a

- *professional faster — that is; to fast

for a living. Considering the number
and variety of people engaging in it,
| think it can be developed into a fine

art and, probably, a profitable one. I -

have taken a couple of stabs at fasting,
but | have a long way to go before |
perfect my strategy. ' '
My first effort was a lotal disaster,
tyro as | was in the PR aspects of
fasting. | decided to go on an 8-00 am;
to 6-00 pm fast, which seems 1o be the-
most popular form, .and apparently
mich admired by the fasters supporters.
Imagine going for ten hours without
food, excep} for a generous breakfast!
I chose a spot on the parkside bank.
of the.Cooum River, set up a banner
behind me, and sal on the ground-with:
an appropriate expression on my, face.
My grave mistzke was in not sumcund;
ing myself with a cluich.of followers. .
The only-one who followed me; was
my. young nephew, straigh! out of
curiously, got bored soon enough, and,

------

left. I sat on, with nobody paying any L

attention to me. I took an occasional
sip of water in a marked manner, but
that also went unnoticed. (Incidentally,
in future | shall switch to tulsi jal which,
in addition to having minerals, will also
ocounteract the efffuvium of the Cooum.
I may also mention here for the benefit
of those who may be inspired by my
example that the US. Army, while
making a study of deprivation, came.
to the conclusion that Man can live on.
waler alone for 70 days. A mere ten
hours is nothing!) The final ignominy.
occurred when a few people who did
notice me threw coins in front of me:
I packed 1p and went home to lunch.

I next tried a relay fast. As I could
not get anyone to join me, | decided
to relay with myself, and this time I was
better organised. This is how it was
done. Corral a few groups who want o
protest for one reason or another, and
offer to go on a relay fast. Divide the
day into three segments and. dedicale
your fasting during each segment to one
of the groups. A relay fast, for that
matter any fast, is incomplete without
fruit juice being offered to the faster. At

the end of each four-hour segment |

was duly offered fruit juice by the.
sponsors of thal particular period.
When the day ended, | had had relay
fasts with myself three times,and had
enough Vitamin C to last me for a.

month.
SK.
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Once again, the mango crop
has failed. Despite the pre-
diction of a bumper crop this
year, the mango supply in the
market is dolefully inadequate.
Our local soothsayers pointed out
that last year's crop failed
because of early and untimely
rains, whereas this year’s
scorching heat would boost the
mango production. Roast, we all
did, this summer, but where
have all the mangoes gone?
Horticulturists refer vaguely to a
fungus which has blighted this
year's crop. Whatever the
reason, those of us who do not
bave the luxury of owning a
mango tree or two are obliged to
shell out more than the we
normally do at this time of the
year for this luscious fruit.

Consider one of the most
popular varieties — Bangana-
palle from Andhra Pradesh.
Usually, around this time every
year, this fruit is available for
Rs. 10-12 a dozen. Today, it
costs nearly Rs. 50 a dozen.
Then there are the more
expensive varieties in the
market, like the Alphonso from
Maharashtra, the Imam Pasand
and Jahangir from Andhra
Pradesh, and the local Malgova
— but even these are not compar-
able in quality or quantity with
previous years' supplies. The
Rumani has just started arriving
in the market, along with several
nameless (and tasteless) brands of
mango, costing around Rs. 1.50
or thereabouts each.

New exotics

If you are not satisfied with the
current mango crop, why not

MAKING THE BEST OF
A POOR MANGO SEASON

try some of the more exotic fruits
that have surfaced in the
market? There is the MANGO-
STEEN, for instance, which
resembles an aubergine (egg-
plant, brinjal), with a pavadai on
top. Remove its thick outer
covering, and you will discover
glistening whitish segments (as
in an orange), each around a
central stone.

There are also the LEECHIS,
with their spiky pink skins
covering shiny white, succulent
pulp surrounding a big seed. You

might want {o splurge and buy
"GREEN ALMONDS — prices are
astronomical — or, more
modestly, try the PLUMS from
the hills. As for myself, I shall
stick to the mango which, even
in its lowliest and cheapest form,
remains the king of fruits!

Mango custard

Here is a new recipe for mango

custard (Flan 4 la mangue):
Ingredients: 3 to 4 ripe mangoes,
1 orange, the weight of the fruit
pulp in sugar, one small vanilla
stick, 250 gm of maida (refined
wheat flour), 125 gm of butter,
a pinch of salt, % litre milk,
40 gm of cornflour, 4 eggs
beaten.

Mix together the maida, the
butter (cut into small pieces) and

the salt. Add about two table-
spoons of water and work the
flour with your hands in order
to make a smooth ball of dough.
Refrigerate for about half an
hour.

Preheat the oven (thermostat
No. 5). Grease with butter the
inside of a round baking dish
(24 cm diameter).

Peel and cut the mangoes
into small pieces, and skin and
cut the orange finely. Put the
mango and orange pulp in sepa-
rate pans, adding as much sugar
as the fruit pulp in each. Add half
a vanilla stick in each pan and
two tablespoons of water to the
orange pulp.

Cook each pan for 15
minutes. Mix together the fruit
pulp. Remove the vanilla pieces
and cook for another 5 minutes.
Remove from the heat and allow
to cool.

Roll out the dough and
spread it on the inside of the
baking dish. Bake the shell for
10 minutes.

Boil the milk along with the
vanilla pieces. Remove from fire
and add to the fruit pulp.
Dissolve the cornflour in a little
cold water and add to the fruit-
milk mixture, along with the
beaten eggs. Allow the mixture
to thicken while stirring.

Remove the vanilla pieces
and pour the mixture into the
baking dish and bake for about
20 minutes or until the top is
golden. Allow to cool, remove
from the baking dish and
refrigerate for at least an hour
before serving.

VK.

The last word
from Rabbit
and Greene

Literary fiction is prominent on the
bookshelves this fortnight, with new
books from John Updike and Graham
Greene and a first novel by a young
Indian writer, Indira Ganesan.

For many years, John Updike has
been probing the American psyche in
his novels and short stories. His greatest
achievement has been the ‘Rabbit’
lefralogy (named after the main
protagonist of the series, Harry ‘Rabbit’
Angstrom), of which the final novel,
Rabbit at Rest (Penguin, £2.50) is
in bookshops now.

Each of the Rabbit novels was
written at the end of a decade, starting
with Rabbit Run in 1959 and on to
Rabbit Redux, Rabbit is Rich and,
now, Rabbit at Rest. Together these
four novels are a social history of
America, capluring the events, mores
and symbols of the last four decades.
They also explore the complexity of
human relationships and our muddled
existence, as Rabbit and his wife Janice
blunder their way through their lives
and loves. Rabbit at Rest can be
enjoyed even if you haven't read any
of the earlier novels.

Graham Greene's The Last Word
and Other Stories (Penguin, £2.50)
is a collection of short pieces writlen
between 1923-1989, most of which
appear here for the first time in book

he eternal favourite onion made into

spicy, delicious parathas. If you
are a meat lover, there is nothing which
goes better with parathas than the
Spinach Meat Curry. Vegetarians can
take a pick from savoury Cholé or
appetising Whole Stuffed Okra. Or,
better still, make all three as side dishes.
They complement each other beauti-
fully and make a well-balanced special
meal.

"DNION PARATHAS
2% cups wheat flour
% sp soda bicarb
3 onions, graled
6 green chillies, chopped fine
2 tbsp mint leaves, chopped fine
Oil for shallow frying
Salt lo laste
Waler for kneading

Method

Sift flour, soda and salt in a bowl.
Add grated onions, green chillies and
mint leaves. |

Slowly add water and knead o a
smooth dough. Cover and set aside for
half an hour.

Divide the dough equally. Roll out
on lloured surface inlo 6" discs.

Heat a fawa and shallow fry till
golcen. Serve hot.

CHOLE
1 cup chick peas (kabuli channa)
3 onions |

" piece ginger Jgrind into 2 fine paste

tomatoes, chopped fine

potaloes boiled, peeled and chopped
fo bite size .

green chillies, slit sideways

tsp coriander seeds powder

tsp turmeric powder

tsp chilli powder

Isp garam masala

{bsp oil

0N

VR e T NI DO

| tsp cummin seeds

! bunch coriander leaves chopped fine
for garnishing

Salt lo taste

Method

Soak chick peas in two cups of
waler for at least 6-8 hours.

Pressure cook the chick peas and
sel aside.

Heat oil in a pan. Add cummin
seeds. When it splutters add the slit
green chillies and ground paste. fry for
a couple of minutes.

Add chopped tomatoes, coriander
seeds powder, turmeric powder and
chilli powder and fry till the oil floats
on top.

Add the boiled chick peas, salt and
chopped potatoes and simmer till every-
thing blends.

Add the garam masala. Mix well.
Gamish with chopped coriander leaves
and serve hot.

WHOLE STUFFED OKRA

Y% kg lady's fingers (preferably small)
washed, dried, topped and failed.
large onion, thinly sliced

tsp coriander seeds powder

tsp cummin seeds powder

tsp turmeric powder

tsp chilli powder

1% tsp dry mango powder (amchur)

1% tsp aniseed (saunf) powder -

4 tbsp oil

Salt fo taste

Method

Split okra (lady’s fingers) half way
down. Mix coriander seeds powder,
cummin, turmeric, chilli powder and
salt and stuff into the split lady's fingers.

Heat oil in a frying pan. fry the
chopped onions till transparent and sel
aside. o

— e N N —

In the same oil fry the stuffed lady's
fingers. Cover and cook on a Jow heat
for 5-6 minutes till done.

Add the fried onions, sprinkle
amchur and saunf powder and cook
for another minute of two.

Chandra Padmanabhan

SPINACH MEAT CURRY

750 grams mution — cut inlo pieces
I kg spinach, chopped fine

3 onions, chopped fine

12 cloves garlic

6 isp coriander powder

4 sp cummin seeds powder

1 tsp chilli powder

2 tsp ground ginger

4 cloves

6 cardamoms
% cup curd
A cup ail

[ cup waler
Sall to taste

Method

Heal oil in a pan. Add the
cardamoms and cloves. Then the
mutton. Fry the pieces till brown. Set
aside.

Fry onions in the same oil till
golden. Add ginger paste, garlic and a
cup of water and cook till water
evaporates:

Add coriander, cummin seeds and
chilli powder.

Add curd and meat pieces.

Cook on a low fire till everything
becomes dry. Remove the meat pieces
and set aside.

In the same masala, add spinach
and cook till tender. Mash it well. Add
the mutton pieces and cook till well
blended.

Serve with parathas.
Vasudha Talwar

——

TARNISHED AWARDS

(Continued from PJ)
lines and sing his songs, and gels a
double to fake his lights. What the hell
is he given lhe award for? What's
acting if the aclor does not speak al all,
especially: in our movies in which
everything is conveyed by talk, talk and
lalk? (A famed late and leftist
cameraman loved o repeat that in India
we do nol make talkies, only talkatives!)
Thal's saying il as it is, for sure.
TAILPIECE: In a movie of
yesleryear, a 270-second song sequence

showed an immortal megastar riding a
horse through woods and green
countryside while he sang of the glories
of the ancient Tamils. Interestingly, the
aclor never really sat on a flesh-and-
blood horse even for a few seconds!
The entlire song was faked. In long
shols, someone else sat on the animal.
In close-ups, the actor was ‘shot’ in a
studio, standing on a bench and faking
the movements of riding a horse! What
price Douglas Fairbanks!

form. Together, the twelve stories in the
collection represent the various facels
of Greene's work. The slories range
from ‘'‘Enlertainments” to more
complex explorations of human nature,
religion and morality. In Greene’s
world, ‘nothing’ is whal it ‘seems), as
a trailor lums out to be an unsung hero,
an innocent organisation is a wing of
the secrel service or a whole city refuses
lo acknowledge the disappearance of
a famous moument, The Last Word
and Other Stories is a parting gift
" from this great writer, who died recently.

Indira Ganesan's The Journey
(Secker, £2.95) is set on an imaginary
island Pi, ‘a chunk of India that is not
quite India’ To this island the two sisters

.'4]'

~ SHELVES

Renu and Manx return from America
to attend the funeral of their cousin
Rajesh. After living for a decade in the
U.S., the sisters react differently to the
land of their childhood.

Manx is more obviously American
in her ways, while Renu veers towards
tradition. Renu is also weighed down
by sorrow over the death of Rajesh and
the fear of retribution arising from a
childhood incident involving the two
cousins. The two sisters embark on a
journey across the island,, which
ultimately leads to a revelation that
helps Renu to break away from the
past. The Journey is a fine literary
debut of a very promising writer.

Turning to ‘pop’ fiction, there's
Shoba De's Starry Nights (Penguin,
Rs. 65), a novel set in Bollywood. The
plol would do any Hindi film script-
writer proud. A southern belle, Asha
Rani, is the reigning queen of the silver
screen. Her love for Akshey Arora, the
No. 1 hero, is guaranteed to ruin her
career. Add to this mix an ‘Amma’ who

will not stop at anything to make her -
daughter reach the top, a scheming sister

waiting to displace Asha Rani and a
‘friendly’ gossip columnist preparing the

ground for the ultimate scoop! With the -
RBI restrictions severely curbing the

import of books, it is probably time for
readers to calch up with a desi Jackie
Collins,

While there are many imported
books that feature the best of foreign
graphic design, there has been no
attempt locally to showcase Indian
talent. The World of Symbols,
Logos and Trademarks edited by
Sudershan Dheer (Designscope,

Rs. 595) aims to do just that. It
captures the richness -and diversity of -
Indian design that has evolved outof - §
the unique requirements of our country. - §

GAUTAM PADMANABHAN - |
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t is said thal.there are, at a modes!

estimate, some 6000 Bharatha
Natyam dancers clamouring for per-
formance opportunities in Madras City!
The handful of Sabhas and their all-
powerful secretaries have o deal with
every dancer in India (and the US. and
Europe too) who thinks a performance
in Madras is the golden gate to heaven.
Many of them will do.anything

to get a performance date here. Once
that is fixed, the dancer gets exploited
by her teacher — who quotes an astru-

Odissi in Madras

Wilh Bharatha Natyam dance
classes in every nook and cranny

of the city, it is a pleasant surprise to

find a charming Odissi class in progress

in a quiet bylane near Kalakshetra.

Kshama Rau, who runs the classes, is
the daughter of Sivarama Karatha,

THE VIEW
FROM THE
WINGS

-nomical sum for conducting the pro-
gramme — and the musicians, who
want to be paid for every rehearsal
attended and expect to be pampered as
if they were the sambandis (the groom's
people) at a wedding.

Meanwhile, the dancer and her
parents go round rounding up all and
sundry for an audience. And then they
5o and sit at the feet of the critics, many
of whom actually write PR. pieces on
the dancers from the right families! .

Oh, yes, it certainly is a hard life
being a dancer! Espedially for-a dancer
lacking influence. | wonder why many
want {o perform! :

hailed as the person who brought the
vibrant Yakshagana of Kamataka lo the
national and international stage.
Kshama is, basically, a quiet
housewife — and a traditional painter.
She began to learn Bharatha Natyam

as her daughter grew up. She is said -

to have charmed Rukmini Devi. Later,
Kshama went to Bhubhaneshwar o
learn Odissi from that legendary guru
Kelucharan Mahapatra.

Odissi claims to be the earliest
classical dance style of India, offering
archaeological evidence fo substantiate
its claims. In technique, it treats the
human- body in terms of the three
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My

My husband came whistling down
the stairs, taking them two at a
time.
“Isn't it nice to look and fee! young
again, darling?"" he remarked.
I said 'yes' indifferently, without
lifting my head from the detective novel

" | was absorbed in. .

“Why don' you also try me,
dear?"" he asked in the same happy
vein,
“Try what?" | asked quite dis-
interestedly as | raced to finish® the
novel.

“Then why did you say 'yes"
without listening to me?"" He sounded
accusing. .

Sensing that the poor man was

" upset, | forced myself to look up and

see what he wanted me to Iry. For a
minute [ thought it wasn't my husband
" standing before me; there was a total
stranger with a weird sense of fashion
and a peculiar sarforial taste.
His receding sali-and-pepper
“hairline, which gave him a distinguished
look, was now replaced by a jet black
wig accenluating the wrinkle or two on
his fair face. The striped orange-and-

¥ while ‘Tee"shirt was tucked in baggy

pants of a lighter shade of the same

colour, bringing his ‘centre forward’ into -

greater prominence than the loose bush
shirt he normally wore. His white shoes
were meant to team with the trendy
clothes. '

" "Have you finished your scrutiny?"
he asked eagerly, expecting me. to
compliment him on the transformation.

. But noticing that I still looked aghast,
- he asked plaintively, “Don’t you think

your husband looks more handsome

- and much' younger?" ‘

- *You look atrocious and that's a

| understatement,” | answered bluntly.

: “Thinking that | was joking, he asked
", me again, "You mean [ really don't:
* look handsome and young in these
. & clothes?" and. pulled in his ‘centre

dear hu

It’s tough being
f a dancer!

bhangas along which deflections of the

~head, lorso and hips can take place.

The characteristic feature of this dance
style is the hip deflections which are
dimost taboo in other forms (though
now many Bharatha Natyam dancers
are adapting it). This makes it a very
lyrical and graceful form.

The reperioire of Odissi is mostly
Vaishnavite, with the lyrics of Jaya-
deva's Gita Govinda constituting the
major content. There is now a'move
fo gel the particular musical mode of
Orissa recognized as a classical stream.
In recent years, the repertoire of Odissi
has been greatly expanded and many
new comgpositions have been added.

" believe in imparting the Odissi
in the same intense way | have been
taught,” says Kshama. * also want to
give my students a good orientation
with painting traditions, archaeology
and the culture of Orissa. | want o
teach in an aesthetic and peaceful
almosphere. Dance adds grace to life.”

The melody remembered

On May 6th, the legendary flautist

Mali (T R Mahalingam) was
remembered in Madres. People who
had long associations with him gathered

sband’s

b 3

Kshama Ra... the grace of Odisi

as a child, he later constantly searched
for new vistas, Mali would be in a:
trance as he played and soon the
audience would be in a trance too.

to recollect their own place in his life
and followed it up with a flute concert
by S Venkatarama lyer who had a
40-year association with Mali.

Despite his advanced age, Venkala-
rama lyer's concet was wam,
energetic and organic. Its rhythmic
excellence provided a melody-filled
evening that was a worthy Iribute to
Mali.

Mali was fearless. There will be no
musician like him. A musical prodigy

‘centre forward’

forward’, as he streiched to his full

" height of five feel eight.

“Sorry, darling, you can't go about

with your tummy tucked in like that!

People would think something is wrong
with you,” I said.

“You women are all the same,
always critical of whatever we say or

BY
N. MEERA
RAGHAVENDRA
- RAO

do" he muttered under his breath.

"By the way," | went on, “what
is all this talk suddenly about looking
young and handsome? What's got into-
you? | hope you are in your right
senses.”

“That | am, only all wives are
averse to change. What's wrong in
trying to look modern and fashionable?
Why don't you do something about
your greying hair and stop wearing all
those - Kanjeevarams like an old-
fashioned you know what!” he
spluttered angrily.

| thought his behaviour oo was
undergoing a transformation along with
his appearance. Which.further puzzled
me.

“What's come over you, dear? |
always thought it would be nice to age
gracefully when one reached middle
age,” | explained, trying to put some

~ sense into the mman:

~ “You women always talk of ageing,
true fo the saying, ‘A woman counts

her years when the_re is nothing else to

count.’

“Not ‘a woman counts. The
proverb is, “You count your years when
there is nothing else to count,” |
corrected him.

That only made him angrier. “She
has better faste than you do," he
snorted, emphasising the ‘she’

“Who did you say had better taste
than 19" | demanded, quite shocked at
his words.

“Try to guess,” he smirked softly.

Just then our college-going son
breezed in with a friend in tow. ] did
not know whether to laugh or
admonish him when he exclaimed,
“Dad, ! thought you told me you

bought those clothes for me at the new
showroom the other day.”

His father laughed in embarrass-
ment. “My boy, I just wanted fo
surprise you all. I don't think they look
too bad on me, do you?" he said,
Jooking querulously at the three of us.

‘Yes, Dad, but your ‘centre
"= my son’s voice trailed

“Just you wait and see,” his father
snapped back. And the next day, he
announced, “I'm on a diet from today".

I'm still trying to-work out a menu
drastic enough.

Given to eccentric ways, there was no

guarantee he would honour a concert

engagement. Yet tickets would be sold
out days in advance and people would:
wait hours for the Mali magic.

VR. DEVIKA
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ife in the city has become one
roller-coaster ride and, what
with television cutting into our
" routine, few of us have time for
worthwhile hobbies such as
philately, notaphily (paper
money collection) or numis.
matics (coin collection). s
For those who do have the
time and the inclination and are
yet uninitiated, the problem is
finding out where to turn for
professional guidance. It is to
help the new coin collector that
the Madras Coin Society was
inaugurated in the city recently.
Although a coin club was started
some years ago for the serious
collector, szvetal enthusiasts felt

the beginner was still at sea and,
so, the MCS came info being

The President of the Society
is D H Rao, a veteran collector
known for his stamp, coin and
currency collection on varied
themes and topics. Other office
bearers include A V Krishna Rao
and G Bhaskar (Vice Presidents),
O Harihariah (Secretary) and
Vijayakumar Agarwal (Trea-
surer). Also instrumental in the
birth of the Society were Paul
Pandurangan, Jeysing and Lazer.

The Society, they say, aims at
encouraging youngsters and
beginners as well as seniors to go
about augmenting their collect-
ion methodically. The Society
will also promote exchange of
surplus coins between collectors.
It hopes to start a well stocked
library as well.

Rao feels that collecting
modern Indian coins offers
tremendous challenges for a
beginner as does collecting
modern Indian currency notes.
He stressed that it is absolutely
essential for every note collector
to know the names of the Gover-
nors of the Reserve Bank of India
since Independence and lament-
ed that the RBI does not give
sufficient advance publicity
when it issues new notes,

All coin-collectors-in-the-
making who want to know about

_coins should contact: D H Rao,

‘Nirupam’, 2 Ilango Nagar
Annexe, Madras 600 092.
Telephone: 426172
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ANSWERS TO
QUIZZIN’ -5

1. His grandfather, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.
2. Al Cambridge. 3. Jayanthi Natarajan.
4. Director of the Tamil Nadu Forensic
Science Department, Madras. 5. RDX
(Cyclotrimethylene trinitramine). 6. The
blast would have left a craler in the ground.
Such was not the case at Sriperumbudur.
7. He was a British mercenary who falsely
claimed that some peogle had approached
him two months earlier to carry out Rajiv
Gandhi's assassination. 8. Sathyamurthy
Bhavan and Rajgji Hall. 9. Mrs Mara-
gatham Chandrasekhar. 10. To pass on any
useful information regarding the assassination
of Rajiv Gandhi to the Special Investigation
Team, CBI, at the address. 11. Booth
capturing. Glorification of sai is a corrupt
practice and canvassing within 100m is an
electoral offence. 12. Thirugnana Sam-
bandar. 13. At Uthandi, 20 km from
Madras. 14. Sweden and Iraq respectively.
15. Op. Sea Angels — The relief operation
in Bangladesh by the US Joint Task Force.
Op. Solomon — The airlift of thousands of
Falashas — Ethiopian Jews = by Israel.
16. He is the chief of the Austrian Lauda-
Air airlines. An airraft of that airline recently
exploded and crashed in Thailand killing all
223 people on board: 17. It is an area
where tropical cyclones form, where the
tradewinds from the Northern and Southern
Hemispheres meet. 18. - Zimbabwe.

19. S A Dange in the Meerut Conspiracy

Case. 20. Raag Kamal-Shri.

Unwise for this
‘original artist’

{By a Sports Reporter)

As Madras s own Viswanathan
prepares for the quarter-finals
of the Challengas tournaments, there’s
a word of caution- for him from one
Russian commentator. After watching
him throw away an easy victory in the
Linnares foumament and then “become
a shadow of his former self”, Soviet
Grandmaster Alexei Suetin advises our
chess wizard “‘lo be very serious in both
examining his serious mistakes and in
building up endurance”. Writing for
Novosti, the Russian reminds Anand
that his new-found international status
“imposes serious obligations’ on him
to be more careful in his play.
Reporting on the Linnares
tournament, Suetin wrote:
“The young Indian grandmaster
(who) had struck the imagination of the

Indian sport can look forward to a
better morrow. That, at any rale, is
the ambition of a group of Madras
industrialists and business executives,
headed by M A M Ramaswamy, which
has, under the Tamil Nadu Societies
Registration Act 1975, formed a society
called Sports Foundation. lis sole aim
is to make India more sport-conscious
so that the second most populous
riation in the world can erase its
humiliating Olympic blank.

Announcing the Foundation’s
formation at a press conference an
June 1, its various office-bearers
emphasised the supreme need to
unearth talent and give promising
youngsters expert training and coaching,
in addition to financial assistapce. They
emphasised that the Foundation would
work independently and would in no
way interfere with the working of State
and National bodies.

Listing the Foundation’s objectives,
such as the conduct of coaching camps
and seminars and provision of infra-
structure and building of sladia, the
office-bearers stated that they had
decided c raise a Rs. 50 lakh fund to
begin with.

Sports  Foundation’s immediate
plans are: -

» Sponsoring of Sharath, an up-and-
coming left-hand batsman to the
United Kingdom as a member of
Ghattani's under-19 team.

o A monthly Best Player Award for the
Madras First Division crickel league,
wilh a cash prize of Rs. 2000 and
suitable memento. Al the.end of the
season there will be two Cricketer
of the Year Awards — in the
under-19 and senior categories, each
worth Rs. 5000 and mementos.

o Table Tennis Player of the Month
and Table Tennis Player of the Year
Awards will also be given. The
scheme will be similar lo the one
instituted for cricket.

e One hundred and ten boys from

Muthialpet Sch‘o'pl',_k George Town,

EY

to make haste

chess world by his brilliant victory in
the Challengers’ match....got off to a
rapid, active start. In the second round
he gained a sensational victory over the
former world champion.

“Anand always plays easily and
quickly. But it was precisely the last
circumstance which had an adverse
effect on his encounter with grand-
master Alexander Belyavsky...(after) he
obtained a winning position....Instead
of exerting a systematic effort to bring
home his advantage, the Indian grand-
master unwisely made haste....played
carelessly and ultimately was punished.
Spending.only 50 minutes of the time
allotted, the young grandmaster
blundered. As a result, instead of a well-
deserved viclory..came a vexing
setback.

“This episode, as it appears, had
unpleasanl moral consequences for the

will be groomed in sport, giving

North Madras a chance lo catch up

with South Madras.

The office-bearers are: President:
M A M Ramaswamy; Vice-presidents:
G Venkateswaran, R Ramakrishnan,
N C Sundararajan; Secretary:
Ganapathi Subramanian; Treasurer:
M V Anantharaman; Members:
V M Ramalingam, S Venkataraman,
N C Sarabeswaran, N Rangan and
S R Raman.

A SPORTSMAN LOST
Rajiv Gandhi did not make a mark

in any sporting discipline, not even
in rifle shooting, perhaps the sport he
loved most. Even his Doon School
record was little to write home about.

- But he was a sporlsman every inch.

Sport indeed was in his blood. He had
inherited it, as it were, from his
grandfather and India’s first Prime
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Indian grandmaster. After (it)...he was
a shadow of his former self. Anand’s
later play was like a boat bobbing in
the Indian Ocean, with ups downs all

‘along....

Commentmg on Anand's final
pasition, Suetin wrote, *'Incidentally, til
only recently, such a result would have
been fairly honourable for Anand. But

‘one must not forget that he has now

become a challenger in the battle for
the world chess crown and ranks
among the ten best players in the world,
according to an unofficial rating list.
Hence the new demands made on the
Indian grandmaster. Every step forward
hrings not only joy and satisfaction but
also imposes serious obligations. Thus,
he needs to be very serious....."
Speaking of Anand's play, Suetin
said, "....he is the least orthdox of all
the players. He interprets opening

Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, and from
his mother Indira Gandhi.

Nehru gave Anthony S. de Mellow
and his organising committee all they
wanled for the condud of the inaugural

Asian Games in Delhi in 1951. Over
three decades later, Indira Gandhi
emulated her distinguished father's
gesture by giving Raja Bhalindra Singh,
Aswini Kumar and others a helping
hand in 1982 to see thal the Asiad had
a smooth passage on its first return to
the country of ils origin.

A keen lollower of every spor,
Rajiv Gandhi was perfectly al home in
the company of any brand of sports-
person — cricketer, footballer, athlete or
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variations in his own way...He seeks
his own road in every opening system. -
And, indeed, his way of thinking is

unorthodox in the middle game too. In

a word, he is an ingenious craftsman,

making pieces of jewellery as he sees

it. By saying this, I don't mean to

reproach Anand ‘for an amateurish

approach, for he is, undoubtedly, an

original artist.

“Anand's style has two sides fo it.
A positive factor is that he is almost
quaranteed against being caught un-
awares by ‘home-brewed’ variations....
At the outset, his play assumes an
unusual characteristic, wherein one
counts on one's own skill and quickness
alone. But there is the reverse side of
the medal.

**Opening theories have risen to an
unusually high level, thanks to
collective work. Therelore, a powerful
dam has been erecied, unfortunately for
many gifted, yet not so hard-working,
players. Indeed, they cannot avoid the
most complicated specific variations in
a number of openings, particularly
when playing white. Any departure
from the ‘highway"...means a loss of
speed (or even threatens one with
finding oneself on the sides of the
road)....”

Indian fans will be hoping over the
next few months that ‘a word to the

TO IMPROVE
L NADU SPORT

cueist — and acquitled himsell
creditably, both in word and deed, at
every function sporis bodies held to
honour him. He moved freely with
sporispersons, and cracked jokes not
only with them but also with media--
persons.

Behind al! this wit and humour, he
had an innate desire to help Indian sport
reach world slandards. He was not
found wanting when he carrie to power
in 1984. He lost no time in increasing
the Plan outlay for sport and paved the
way [or bigger Indian participalion in
world competitions. If post-Indepen-
dence Indian sport has made any mark
ori the world scene, il.is in no small
measure due to the helping hand it
received from the Nehru family, with
Rajiv Gandhi playing a bigger role than
his grandfather and his mother. No
wonder the entire sporting fratemity
mourned this irreparable loss.

RESOLUTIONS/168/91

Published by ANU VARGHESE for Lokavani-Hall Mark Press Pvt. Ltd., 62/63 Greames Road Madras B

600 006, and printed-by T ] GEORGE at Lokavani-Hall Mark Press P, Id., 62/63 Greames Road
Madras-600 006 deted by S MUTHIAH.



