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Old Government House could be transformed into..... ...

ansion for £J

state’s VIPS

* (by S. Muthiah)

Taking a visitor from Britain around

Madras, we paused longer than at
most places while he stared hard at old
Govemnment House, just behind what
was once called Round Tana and is
now known as Anna Circle. Why, he
wondered, was no use being put to this
magnificent mansion? Why was it
being allowed to decay?

To a younger generation, Govern-
ment House is probably better known
as the MLA's Hostel. Today, even the
MLAs want no part of it and, having
moved out, have left it to the elements.
To others it is an adjunct lo Rajaji Hall,

that was once Banqueting Hall, which
itself needs quite bit of attention being
paid to. There must be very few who
remember it as the splendid home of
the Governors of the enormous
Presidency that was Madras in pre-
Independence days, a stately mansion
in park-like surroundings with
handsomely groomed horse-guards at
all the entrances.

But what does one do with a white
elephant like this one? Premadasa, said
my visitor who had just arrived from
Colombo, may be under fire in that
letter seeking his impeachment for

The Magsaysay Dozen|

(By A Staff Reporter)

It was an unique occasion, It is doubtful whether any other platform in India had offered
a stage for TWELVE Ramon Magsaysay Award winners at one and the same time. But '} -
that's what one of their number, Dr M S Swaminathan (see.page 5), head of the

M S Swaminathan Research Foundation, succeeded in getting on September 11th at

Anna University.

This first national meeting of Magsaysay Award winners was convened to
discuss, under the aegis of the Program for Asian Projects, what further socially
relevant and meaningful projects the awardees could undertake. But, for once,
WHO said it was more important than WHAT was said in reporting what

journalists call ‘a speech story’,

Dr Swaminathan, who presided over the proceedings which approved grants to
three awardees and heard the reflections of Award-winners on ‘Critical Issues in
Developing Asian Societies Today', received the Magsaysay Award, sometimes called
the Asian Nobel Prize in 1971. With him on the dais were Chandi Prasad Bhatt, I
I Fla R Bhatt, Manibkai Desai, Gourikishore Ghosh, L C Jain, V Kurien,

R K Laxman, Arun Shourie, K V Subbanna, M S Subbulakshmi and B G Verghese.
_ Of the 170 persons from all over Asia who have received the Award since its
inception in 1958, 26 have been Indians, of whom five are no more. Seldom has
Madras seen a greater intellectual galaxy on the same stage in recent times than
this dozen from a great team. Could this be an augury of better times to come?

|

saving, restoring and refurbishing, at
greal cost, Acland House as a VVIP
retreal and a venue for Presidential and
Ministerial parties, but he certainly had
the right idea. That splendid old house
in acres of gardens, he went on, had
been built in 1835 as a Naval Officer’s
Mess. In the 1860s it had been taken
over by the Colombo Commerical
Company, one of the biggest Estate
Agencies, and in the 1880s it had
become the Managing Director’s
bungalow with a dining hall that was
a parqiteted ballroom. When CCC was
laken over by Government a few years
back, Acland House became Govemn-
ment property and Premadasa made il
a building the whole nation could be
proud of.

That's what you should do to
Government House, which belongs to
about the same period, my visitor
suggested. And added, “With a voman
as Chief Minister, I'm sure she'll see the
point of such transformation”. Dis-
coursing on what Britain had done to
its stately homes, he offered the
suggestion thal, in the right hands,

Governmeni House could be tumed

into a magnificent VVIP Guest House,
Conference Centre and venue for
formal State entertainment, with a
refurbished Rajaji Hall providing the
additional conference and banqueling
space necessary. And, he added, if you
don't want fo give il to five-star group
fo commerically run, why don't you
give it to such a group to run as a
training school for those being recruited

From Indus to the Cooum

(By. A Special Correspondent)
The days of shikar are over. But the
tales of the great while hunters still
stir the imaginations of generations in
volumes of prose. One of these well-
known shikari-writers was Kenneth
Anderson, -the Corbett of the Madras
Presidency. And Anderson has been
revived by newly formed HarperCollins
Publishers India Pvt. Ltd in its new
Indus imprint whose Madras launch
‘was at the Connemara, on the banks

of the Cooum. -
- Of Indus's first 16 titles, eight are

" Anderson reissues. Anderson, for the

more. youthful, was a ‘country-bom’
- Scot whose family’s connections with
Indfa spanned six generations. Born in

1910, Anderson lived much of his life

in Bangalore. It was there; from the
Fortes and Fiie, tl his death in 1974,

that he wrote most of his books on
shikar, jungle lore and the people of the
wilds. Indus's revival of Anderson will
introduice the jungles of South India —
what's left of them now — lo a whole
new generalion of readers.

To help them with their reading,
Indus has, perhaps unconsciously,
kicked off its publishing effort with
Words in Indian English, a glossary of
Indian and South Asian words that
have now become part of the English
spoken and written in this part of the
world. Certainly it will make Anderson
easier to read. , B

R K Mehra, Managing Director o
HarperCollins (India), also made the

point that:this slim dictionary was by
another writer- from the south, -

'S Muthiah, and was the first Indps title. -

With it, he pointed out, the majority
of the first releases were closely linked
with the erstwhile Madras Presidency.

HarperCollins (India), Mehra
added, was envisaged-a little ‘over a
vear ago as a HarperCollins joint

venture with Rupa to publish

dictionaries and reference books in
India. But with import restrictions and
devaluation badly hitting the book trade
in India, a quick decision was taken last

April to publish general titles as well and
offer the world new Indian titles and
the region the best from HarperCollins. -
This was a way Penguin India had -

pioneered in India a few years back and

many more foreign publishing

companies and their Indian partners are .
likely, in the next year, to tread this track

beaten by Penguin and Indus.

It may be unkemp! and uncared for, it may be dilapidated-and almost derelict,

but old Government House is still a handsome building fit for a Govemor. But
since Governors don't want lo live in il, why nol renovate it and make it fit
for visiting VVIPs? A visilor lo Madras has a lew suggestions to offer in the story
alongside. (Photograph by SUSHEELA NAIR)

to man the state’s various guest houses
and its Tourism Corporation’s Tamil

Nadu hotels?
There are several thoughts in that

and perhaps Government might
consider sefting up a committee of

SITting i
out!

hat there was little chance of getting

dedicated Tigers and Tigresses like
Sivarasan and Subha alive even the
most severe criics of the police will
readily concede. The only question
everyone is asking is why there was
such a delay in even making the
altempt to nab the two in Bangalore
once their hideout had been pin-
pointed. By foregoing a surprise attack
and opting for a planned operation that
had all the earmarks of overkill about

Don't blame me for the traffic block!
Ask him why he siopped my bus and
charge-sheeted me! !

conservationists, engineers and
hoteliering experts, under the
chairmanship of the Chief Minister; to
look into these suggestions as well as
into other matters connected with the
conservation of the historical.

it, the police, of whatever ilk, not only
lost what little chance they had of
nabbing the duo alive, but they also
forsook the opportunity of grabbing one
or two of the lesser fry alive. They have
also given the Press and the public a
chance to crow, “A fumbled finale”™! -
That there was an element of
fumbling, doubts over the chain of
command and moments of timidity
when it came to taking on comered
Tigers has been quite apparent from all
reports. Bul the mast telling comment
of a chance fumbled is this alleged -
timetabie of events outside the house
in Konankunte in Bangalore. That
timetable reads, more or less, a follows:

Sunday, August 18
5.45 p.m. Hideou! identified. And City

and Kamataka State Reserve Police move
in o surround it.

8.00 pm. City police  and a local -
National Security Guard plaloon plan fo raid -
the house. ' 7

. 6.00 p.m. The City police change their:
minds and bump it up to SIT, the central
CB! and Delhi. . e

Monday, August 19 '

7.00 a.m. SIT chief Karthikeyan arrives
and plans a stoming operation.
hold&m a.m. Siorming operation put o6 .

5.00 p.m. CBI chief Vijay Karan arrives - -
and plans on. a night rad with CRPF: -
~ 7.15 pm. No raid in the offing, but -

-~ Tigers begin to'spray the neighbourhood
- with bullets. Half an hour later, there is the -
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t could have been treated as just
another wedding. But when
spotlights shine on those centre-
stage, black cats prance all
around and traffic on a main city
artery gets held up for nearly haif
an hour, the Man from Madras
Musings can't blame those who
suggest there were intriguing
political overtones to that happy
occasion in a Vadapalani
marriage hall a few weeks back.
The bridegroom was
Anbumani, son of Pattali Makkal
Katchi supremo Dr S Ramadas.
The bride was the daughter of a
politician in a rival camp,
Sowmya whose father is
Congress (I) MP Krishnaswami.
And to bless the couple and hand

Chief Minister Jayalalitha, from
yet another party. Making a rare
public appearance, and that too
at a wedding where Dr Ramadas
was centre-stage, she had tongues
wagging. After all, it was only a
couple of months ago that the
good doctor was fasting to death
because the Chief Minister had
not played a greater role in
assuaging feelings in a troubled
House!

Also present at the wedding
were Panrutti S Ramachandran
and S Thirunavukkarasu, who
had troubled the House on that
occasion, and leaders of the two
wings of Congress. Karunanidhi
later put in an appearance too.
All of which would seem to point
to Dr Ramadas either being an
extremely popular man or a
much-wooed politician. Or
should a description of the
wedding just leave it at ‘‘the

present’'?

A mega it

Speaking of weddings, when
ever-grinning Ashok Amritraj
-got married in the first week of
September, he had already
received his biggest gift weeks
earlier. It was news that the
multi-million film Double
Impact, which he had co-
produced, was proving to be a
runaway success.

When this martial arts
thriller opened in 250 theatres
across the States, it raked in 7.5
million dollars in its very first
week and was rated the biggest
hit of many weeks. It is expected -
that it will earn over $75 million
world-wide, five times more than
was spent on it. And that will
indeed make a mega gift for the
handsome new Amritraj couple,
who were married in San Thome
Basilica in a gorgeous blend of
Eastern and Western tradition

Tntriguing

and who certainly made a double

the groom the thaii, there was,

father of the groom was also

WMADRAZ
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BEAUTY CARL

NYMPHET BEAUTY PARLOUR No. 21
Halls Road, Kilpauk, Madras-10.

Visit Nymphet Beauty Parlour. A complete

Beauty port

To fulfill your secret wish of transforming
yourself into a stunning beauty.

impact. .
It will no doubt also add to
Belgian karate king Jean-Claude

" Van Damme's growing reputa-

tion as a martial arts film star.

Popping South

It‘s been vyears since that
archetypal young maami, Usha
Uthup, fair and plump, hair
oiled, plaited and jasmined, and
Kanchi saree-clad, rocked
Madras audiences. August 14th
and 15th found her doing it once
again, old-timers remembering
the days when she was just
making her way to the top of the
pops and youngsters discovering
that you didn't have to ape
Western singers with pelvic
thrusts and near deshabille to
wow an audience.

Usha, the Bombay police-
man's daughter, has always
established rapport with her
audiences through sheer friendli-
ness. That was the way she was
when, in the late Sixties and a
little less plump, she was hitting
the high notes at the Savera. And
that was the way she was when
the Man from Madras Musings
spotted her holding a middle-
aged crowd in thrall in Calcutta
last year. The way she works a
crowd is sheer magic.

The voice helps. But what
helps even more now is her
repertoire. Born and brought up
in a Tamil Brahmin home in
Bombay, she found Tamil,
Marathi, Gujarati and Hindi
coming as easily to her as
English. A marriage which found
her making Calcutta her home
added Bengali to her range. And
along the way she picked up
songs in Punjabi and Assamese,
Konkani and Oriya and
whatever else you have. The
result is that when she sings for
her supper, she has a song for
almost every member of an
Indian audience.

What nicer to hear in
Calcutta than a maami with a
gorgeous and infectious smile
ask, ‘‘Thamilnaatilirunthu yaar
vanthirikkinrenko?'', and
answer their ‘‘Naangal"’ with an
“‘Ungalukku paatava?'. And
that's when she's got everyone
from Tamil Nadu in that
audience believing she’s singing
for each one of them alone.
That's magic, Usha magic.

Hanging Yale

On August 27th, an American
Consul-General, Ms Ernest-
ine Heck, presented a portrait by
an Indian, A V Dhanushkodi, of
a Welshman, Elihu Yale, who
had worked for an English busi-
nesshouse, the East Indian
Company, to the Special Officer
of the oldest municipal
corporation east of. Suez,
V Manivannan. And so Governor
Yale, who never stepped foot in
the corporation he had founded

oVertones

Chairman of the EIC, at last
entered its precincts where h-
will now hang in honour.

Yale had never favoured the
iclea of the Corporation, as he felt
it would contribute to eroding his
authority as Governor of the
settlement of Madras. He was,
therefore, constantly at odds
with the first Mayor, Nathaniel
Higginson, and those differences
no doubt contributed in no little
measure to his downfall.

In the years of luxury that
followed in London, the once
and former Governor made a
token contribution to a school
that had been founded in New
Haven, Connecticut, where he
had lived as a child, and he
promised more. In memory of
the proceeds of a trunkful of
books and Madras textiles and
dialoguesful of promises, the
school grew into renowned Yale
University. That was the
connection that the Indo-
American Association remem-
bered with its contribution to
Ripon Building's walls.

[n brief
IN MEMORIAM: Seen on a
menu in the Taj Mahal Hotel in
Delhi: ‘One-Eyed Jack'. It turned
out to be what the Americans call
a ‘bull’s eye' — a fried egg with
its yolk in placel

ON STREAM?: September
30th has been the day fixed for
Standard Motors to reopen after
due religious observances. But
uncertainties have cropped up
again. Whenever it opens,
however, A C Muthia must be
hoping for the best, mainly
promises being kept by all those
‘who've agreed to take in bulk
Standard-20s.

MMM
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Of bridges (& locks)

In your issue of August 15-31, you refer
with approval lo'the project widening the
C-in-C bridge on Binny Road.. The hazard
of weakening an old structure and per-
pelration of an architectural outrage are
evidently of no great moment, but the bridge
will offer only a palliative in a congested
area. A new bridge (state of the art, posl-
modern or whalever) at the eastern end of
Montieth Road, together with the widening
of the river-side road paralle} fo Anna Salai,
is an alternative which calls for study before
the extension work is taken up.
in an earlier issue, you expressed
enthusiasm about the restoration of the Canal
inside the City. In the nature of things, canal
carriage cannot compele with fast road
carriage; money can be better invested in
deepening and widening the canal o the
north of the City. The Corporalion may nol
also be deprived of a wss. supplement and
the Metro lhreatened with a leetering risk.
A proposal for an underground railway
making use of the alignment of the Canal,
which the frugal minded citizen recoils from,
may yet find favour for the outre reason that
the pallas of the slum-dwellers on the banks
of the Canal are inviolable.
M B Sarangapani
708, 47 Cross Road
V Block, Jayanagar
Bangalore-560 041

Travellers' Travails

In Madras, even when a bus is not full,
a large number of passengers cling
dangerously 1o the rear foolboard. Each
passenger wails for his licket lo be issued
before moving in. The conductor enforces
a road roko at every stage for a few minules
lo complete issuing lickels.

Why can't Pallavan follow the DIcC
systlem? The entrance should be from the
rear only and the exit from the front. This
will avoid confusion al bus stops, as alighting

and boarding passengers will not have to

fight for wary as at present, The last two rows

- of seats should be removed to enable
boarding passengers to come in and get their -

“tickels. Only afler they get their tickets should - '
they move: and the conductor will not have

to stop the bus to issue lickets.

While on the subject of buses, | wish

someone would tell the Chairman and MD
of TPTC what havoc their drivers do on NH

45. TPTC buses are fitied with possibly the B
- loudest horns among transport corporafiens

in Tamil Nadu and their drivers believe in
pushing all other motorists off the road
Passengers of Thanthai Periyar buses and

other road users 100 are well advised fo cam
their ears with as much cotton as.possible. -

S. Muralidharan

17 First Cross Road
»R A Puram-600 028.

Madras eve-teasers

Your article '‘Our Roving Romeos’ (MM, |

Aug. 15-31) made interesting reading.

Actually eve-easing is a social menace all -

over the country. Tamil Nadu has the
minimum eve-leasers. At least here in Madras
we find ladies seats in all the public transport.

My advice to the girls is if you are hold

endugh lo face evedeasing, than wear clothes -
which will atiract, if not wear clothes like -

girls in Madras used to 15 years ago, just

pavade dhavani, wilh your hair oiled and
combed back.

C Philip

The Standard Literature Co. (P) Lid

16 Ritchie Street

Moun! Road-600 002.

Superb Story

Your story on Marupakkam was superb.

| am happy you enjoyed the film in spite
of those 'yawn-inducing’ speeches.

M Chandran Nair

Sreeniketan

No. 2, lst Street

Raghava Colony-600 095.

The sad scene

Madms Musings is interesting to read. In
the article ‘In search of an audience.
the sad scene of our film societies is well
highlighted here.
. ' S Rajesh Garga
13 [Il East Street
Thiruvanmyur-600 041.

is popularly said that “You must
loose a fly to caich a trout”. Indeed, with
the market's sleady growth, the risks of
investing are becoming greater, for, the
prices have to come down sooner o
later.

One of the first signals of this
overheated stalus of the markel is the
~ rale of inlerest levied on those who wish
to buy large volumes, by borrowing
money for the purpose. This inferest
cosl, also known as ‘Badia’, has been
1 steadily climbing and causes concern
since il is now as high as 48 to 100%
per annum. Al these rales cf interes!,
speculators are likely to disinvest rather
than continue their speculative buy
positions and when they unload their
holdings, prices come down. This is
indeed how reaction commences and
somelimes snowballs into a bear phase.
The forecasting exercise depends upon
the ability {o distinguish between a bear
phase and a normal reaction, for,
purchases are encouraged in a reaction,
but avoided in the bear phase. We have
no reason fo believe that a bear phase
has come on, although we do expect
it lo sel in, in the course of the next eighl
“weeks.
The secret of buying in a reaclion

on the orders of Sir Josiah Child,

For Buying/Selling any
secondhand Offset Machines

Contact

A. VASUDEVAN

Devbala, 87, Rama Naicken Street
Madras-600 034. Phone: 864473

is the acquisition of fundamentally sound
shares, so thal even if a bear time sels

This has been the basis of all our
recommendations. -
It is in the context of this threat, that
we wish (o remind readers that inaction
. does not yield profits. Calculated risks
~ have lo be taken and that is quite
different from being rash. We counsel
that selected names should still be
- purchased.

Gains, fr

Nothing is to be had lor nothing. It

in, the price will not drop precipilousty.

Il you have been following our
advice in these columns, you should
have made substantial profits from our
carlier recommendations and these
names should be disinvesied and the
profits promptly realised, for, “The
higher the monkey climbs, the more he
shows his ass’"

BULL'S EYE

. SOL Pharmaceuticals Ltd.
(CMP Rs. 55/-): SOL Pharma, a

member of the Standard Organic Group
is a major manufacturer of formulations
and of Bulk drugs like Sulpha Methoxa-
wle, Amphicillin, Amoxycillin and
Ibuprofen. During the year ended March
'91, sales and profit were Rs. 29.53
crores and Rs, 1.59 crores respectively,
an increase of 50% and 56% respecl-
ively over the previous year. EPS
worked out fo Rs. 6.77. The company's
major thrust is towards exporis which
increased manifold from Rs. 0.72 cores
in 1990 to Rs. 5.05 crores in 1991.
The future. prospects for exports are
excellent. We expect a price of Rs. 75/-
for this share_in the short term. The
March '92 results should be encouraging
and the lechnicals are very promising.

uit of venturing

~ Rs. 52.89 crores wilh exports

PA Cotton (Curren! Market Price:
Rs. 138/-): This Coimbatore based
company specialises in hosiery cotton
yarn. |t recorded a sales of Rs. 19.90
crores and a profil after tax of Rs. 1.66
crores for the year ending March "91.
EPS stood al Rs. 15.81 due to a low
equity of Rs. 1.05 crores, The company
declared a dividend of 25%. Reserves
are al a high of Rs. 5.45 crores, making -
bonus a possibility nexl year.
Modernisation and expansion
programmes are under implementation.
The company’s products are well
received in the markel. Prospecls are
good. The projected EPS for the next
year is Rs. 18 which should support a
price of Rs. 155/- and more.

Precot Mills (Current Market Price Rs.
126/-): Previously known as Premier
Cotton Mills Ld., the company is a
member of the ELGI group based in
Coimbatore. During the year ended -
March '91, the company's tumover was

accounting for Rs. 6.44 crores. Nel
profits amounted to Rs. 5.11 crores

resulting in an EPS of Rs. 17.03, on
an Equity Capital of Rs. 3 crores,

enhanced due to 1:1 bonus in March |

'01, The company is in the process of

selling up a 100% EOU in Kerala for . |

export of coarser varieties of yam. With

excellent demand for coton yam in both - B

domestic and export markets, the:,
company is expected to have a good

fulure, We predict an EPS of Rs. 18for ', |~
the year ending March '92 which.” | -

should support a orice of al T N

Rs. 150/- for lh}; share.

K. GOPALAKRISINAN |

g = —r—

’ 'Hadia curious tale to-narate.
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. Youj'cbijld. feel a pz;lpable sense of

relief from the business community

* when Firiance Minister Nedunchezhian -

presented the Tamil Nadu budget a few
days ago. One of the reasons for

~ businessmen o feel happy was that the -

state government had not gone in for
steep rises in Sales Tax.

.- For years, Tamil Nadu has had the
highest incidence of sales tax in the

- country. Industrialists and businessmen -
~have been trying to -explain to the

qovernmenl that this is counter-
productive. When neighbouring states
like Kamataka, and Union Territory
Pondicherry, have a lower rate, people
tend to buy the products made in those
States. For example, in high value
consumer products like two-wheelers,
and industrial products like machine
tools 2 to 3 per cent difference in sales
tax means a lot of money.

On the other hand, if the state -

lowers the sales tax rate and this
increases the volume of sales of the
local manufacturers’ products it
automatically increases the state’s
revenue. The new government seems
‘{o accept this point of view. Otherwise,
as expected, this is a budget with a steep
deficit of Rs. 785.35 crores.

The much welcomed. sales tax
concessions amount to Rs. 10 crore a
year. Two-wheelers upto 50 cc have
been exempted from molor vehicle tax.
There are reductions in sales ax on gold

- and silver jewellery and bullion. Sales
tax on drugs has been rationalised. The

\{arious"tax proposals and adjusiments

~ are expected to bring in Rs. 70 crores.

Again, as expecled, excise duty on
Indian-Made foreign Liquor has been

hiked. There i5 a two per cent increase -
in sales tax on diesel, which would

result in a 10 paise increase in cost per

litre.- Tax on two-wheelers above 50 cc -

and various other motor vehicles have
been increased. Urban land tax will be

‘A CURIOUS TRIA

CRIME NOTEBOOK

*he man shocked the rural folk of
* Senthanipatti into running helter-
skelter as he walked down the dusty
road. In his left hand, he swung a sickle
menacingly, its blade smeared with fresh

- blood.

"~ "Muthu was oblivious -to his

. ‘surroundings and the screaming,
- shouting villagers. He did not stop

walking till he reached the police

- checkpost in the next village, some two
- kilometres away. An astonished police

man- nearly fell off his chair when

~ "Muthu placed the head and sickle on.-
- his deskand hoarsely whispered that

~ he was surrendering himsell after

' committing a murder. '

. Whom- did he murder? Whose
head was it? The self-confessed killer

rationalised (a long overdue move) in

Madras, Madurai, Coimbatore, Tiruchi -

Salem and Tirunelveli.
Apart from announcing sales tax
concessions, the Finance Minister has

also promised to set up a high-powered, |
" sales tax reforms committee to go into

the tax structure; systems and proce-
dures arid suggest ways to bring aboul

~ BUSINESS
 REVIEW

- by
- THE SHROFF

changes. The government has also
decided to inlroduce a new self-
assessment system. Under this, any
trader with no infringements and who
does not use saleable forms, could
make a self-assessment return which
could be accepted.

Predictably, many spokesmen. of
chambers of commerce and trade, such

as the Hindustan Chamber of

Commerce, Madras Chamber of
Commerce, the Tamil Chamber of
Commerce elc, have welcomed the
Tamil Nadu budget as a slep in the right
direction. The jewellers’ associations are
quite ecstatic.- The nonexistent
opposition has made feeble noises.

Panrutti S Ramachandran (PMK) has -

said that there is nothing in the budgel
to wipe out poverty. S Thirunavakka-
rasu has opined that the budget would

‘be a burden on the common man and
the middle class, as there was scope for -

prices to go up. o
Bouguets and brickbats apart, there
are several questions which remain
unanswered. There have been sharp
increases in administrative expenses
(state - government employees are
clamouring for more). There is need to
provide for a larger plan outlay and
bigger allocation for welfare schemes.

‘The government wanis to strengthen
the agricultural and industrial sector,
speed up power projects, improve the

lot of women and give a better deal to

the panchayats. It is assumed that all
this is- going to be possible and. the
deficit made up through liberal central
assistance. It is also hoped that the loss
of revenue through abolishing cheap
liquor would be fully compensated by
the Centre. But it should not be
forgotten that the Centre, at the
moment, is quite broke!

Although the electricity tariff has
been raised quite steeply before the
budget (with care being taken that the
lower income group is not affected), the
CM obviously does not feel that she
can do away with populist measures.
The quick withdrawal of the price
increase in ration rice is an example.
Under the circumstances, how will she
deal with the expected busfare increases
and the irksome questions of
privalisation?

Crisis in clou
- cucko

The movie business in India, and

particularly in Madras, faces a grave
crisis; indeed, more than one. The chief
of them is the unprecedented rise in the
price of raw picture stock, its cost
increasing by as much as 55 per cent.

A roll of colour film, which sold at
round Rs. 7000 for 1000 feet, now
sells at over Rs. 11,000. As film is the
main stock-in-trade in the motion
picture business, it is easy lo see how
the new-prices will effect the budgels
of piclures.

BY

RANDOR GUY *30 -

Muthu Goundan and Mari

~ Goundan were ‘small farmers in

Senthanipatti and lived in adjoining

houses that had a common backyard,
and in it a deep well with potable water

and plenty of neem, lime and guava
trees. Mari's wife, Kanniamma, was a

 dark, delightfully contoured beauty of
thity summers, who, in the rural

fashion of the day, did not hide her
charms beneath a blouse. Ponni,

 (Cotinved fom PY) .+
" Tuesday, August 20

- in all they find are five bodies huddied
* comer, all dead aboiy. 12 hours. © "

T SITting

~ 6.30 a.m. The house is stormed by
NSG comimandas flown in from Delhi and

it out

52 "Some day, may be, someone will

give the world the reason for why it

i panicd by a medigam with anidoks | ‘took 36 hours and more. to-storm a
for cyanide. When the commandos break: | '\'ifhom the police had alivays expected
to take dead rather than alive.”

building which held men and women

Muthu's wife, was, on the other hand,

“thin as a beanpole and buck-loothed.

Muthu had maried her- for the
farmland her parents had left her. -

Muthu was smitten by his
neighbour’s lush  charms~and she

‘responded to kis courting. They met

almost every night in the backyard and,
50 it was not long before Mari came.
to know about their secrel sessions.

Muthu, when challenged, offered to

share Ponni with Mari, who showed . -

no interest at all-in the offer.
Muthu and Kanniamma had mean-
while taken a vow to remain faithful

“to each other iill death did them part.
“ And every time-Muthu signalled his
presence by throwing a few pebbles at -

the window near where Kanniamma

slept, she would cough in response and
~ hurry out to join him a few ‘minutes

KERALA SEES IT FIRST

Radha, who plays the dance and music loving wife of the orthodox Brahmin (played by. -
Sivakumar) in the prize-winning film Marupakkam. dances for her husband in a:scene.
Malayalam audiences saw before those in Tamil Nadu or anywhere else. As mentioned -
in our lead story of August 15th, this prize-winning Tamil film is stll to find a distributor: -
willing to release it in Tamil Nadu. In director Sethumadhavan's own Kerala, however, .
it opened to good houses on August 25rd. Kerala audiences obviously like a good film; -
Tamil Nadu audiences still want the poiboilers. (Still courtesy NFDC) A

B

MOVIEMAN

In the good old days, most film-
makers worked hard for months on a
screenplay to enable them to use less
picture negative. The ratio of the length
of the movie and picture negative used
was then 1:3 or 1:4. Today, few
direclors work on screenplays; in fact,
many may nol even be able to identify
one if it was thrust under their noses!

(GLE

On this fateful night, Muthu threw
a few pebbles, but no cough responded.
He threw more pebbles and a voice
whispered from the window.
Kanniamma's daughter told. ‘Uncle’
Muthu that her mother and father were
in the backyard. Muthu rushed thither

and froze when he saw Mari exercising .

his conjugal rights. She had broken her
vow! How dare she! '

Fnraged, Muthu refused o listen to

her explanations. He went into his
house, brooded over what had
happened for some hours and came out -
with his sickle. The husband who had

forced her to break her vow had to go!
Muthu was charged with murder

and, during the trial, his lawyer raised

the plea of sudden and grave provo-

cation. Under the law, it is not unusual .

for husbands whe kil their wives and.
mistresses, when they caich them in
flagrante delicto, to raise such a plea.
But here it was the paramour who

raised the plea in defence of his killing

the wronged husband! A novel defence

indeed!

" The pla was, hoveves, ejeckd,
and Muthu received a life sentence for -~ are.on the
| -+ old much hope for

_ his ciime.”

l

Mast of them would use over 100 rolls
of 1000 feet each for a picture of some
13,000 feet! The ratio would then be
in the range of 1:8 or 1:9, which is -
atrocious. - Significantly, Akkineni -
Ramesh Prasad (movie moghul:
L V Prasad’s son), the new President. -
of the South Indian Film Chamber of
Commerce, has appealed to film-makers”
o beslow more atiention on screenplays -

50 that unnecessary waslage of raw film

could be curtailed. , -
With the sieep rises in coss, movie-
making has become too expensive a .
business and carries with it too much _
risk. According to slatistics, only one out
of every 15 films makes a profit, some-
break even and the rest end up with-
huge lasses! Contributing to this soaring .
cost of production is star salaries which
have skyrockeled to dizzying heights.
+ A Telugu star based in- Madras
charges Rs. 60 lakhs a picture. A Tamil -
superstar gets more or less the same -
figure. Another Tamil film slar’s fee’is:
around Rs. 25 lakhs. And mst of these
figures' are not reflected in” their tax -
rtumsl . o em
Another’ demon- glaring over the:.
horzon is Cable Television: Wi
interational networks hitting India via-.
dish snlenna, and 24 hour Wecsting
no longer a distant dream; the future
of the local film industry is certainly -
threatened. - Already many : areas' in.
South India are served by small time:-

rural'area like Ayanavaram in Madras

has CT! For.a mere Rs. 50 monthly,
a viewer can walch sixty movies 2.

month al home. - *

" An inkeresting spin-off of this system; *
at least in Ayanavaram, is that TV: sets
located in ground floor hornes feceive.
the - programmes - without * special”

ankenna! And no monthly fee and inibal

dow payment ether Paade, whal
"~ Understandably, . movie:: men;
woried aboutthe s they ar acng .
or the local industry?.
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Ah! Madras! -—=

A breathing possibility

6¢A h! Madras”, an exhibition of

drawings and paintings at Le
Gallery. recalled o mind a requiem for
a greal and noble beast slipping away
into a monumental “wasness”. In a city
that does not exult in a Freudian
obsession with art of any kind. a
modest number of pieces hung along
the gallery length, for a long ten days,
patiently waiting for viewers. The
annual (?) exhibition itself, if taken
seriously by the people and artists of
Madras, could become the reason for
a carefully nurtured city, cared for and
respected.

Only six artists participated in the
celebration. Among them, only three
made significant contribution. The three
collages by Ramani plied newsprint and
the familiar colours from cinema
hoardings. They followed three waler-
colours by Krishna Rao and three ink
drawings by Redappa Naidu. in flowing
bold lines. The crow perched atop the
monument had barely begun ils story
and then there were no more drawings!
— the line of interaction still adangling.

Bruce Peck offered a fairly generous
range of commenis in coloured
etchings. They pointed mosily to the
grandeur and solidity of the then
familiar landmarks, like the Music
College and the Senale House.
St Andrew's Kirk and Ripon Buildings
through a lush and bold foliage. pinned
the viewer down to a contemplation in
architectural planning. But the piece that
prodded the Madrasi pride was the
Museum Theatre. It was perfect in
artistic detail, precise and descriptive, the
old tree standing guard. A cry stifled in
the throat, a plea rose fo the powers
that be — please, let Museum Theatre
be.

The delicately detailed ink drawings

of Manohar Devadoss warmed you fo

he first few seconds of the French
theatrical experience, described as
“visual theatre” and titled Grandir (to
grow, or become big), which was
performed at the Music Academy under
the auspices of the Alliance francaise
and the ICCR. had a stunning visual
impact. A gigantic hand, more than half
the height of the slage, prodded a
massive finger into the back of a tiny
woman as she emerged from a flowing
curtain of drapery that hung like a
giant's handkerchief from the centre of
the stage.

Two other Lilliputian figures, a tall
gangly man, with a bland John Updike
face and yellow hair. and a shor
muscular companion wearing a vest
were also waved in by the giant hand,
which then disappeared just as
mysteriously.

The adventures of the three finy
crealures (they are, of course, normal-
sized human beings), as they recollect
their experience of “God™ or “the
Power and the Glory™ or perhaps just
a figment of their imagination, forms
the focus of their search which takes
the dimension of an epic journey. The
action swings manically at times
between surreal farce and frenetic
existentialism, interspersed with snalches
of dialogue, songs and gibberish, which
has mast of the adult audience on edge,
wondering whether to laugh or not.

a city that's one’s own. The deliberate
abundance of trees and the earthy
shade of terracotta, brown and green,
that bring to life his work, sow a sense
of hope. Pieces like the ‘Serenity of
Sacred Hearts" suggest the strength of
calm and one moved away from the
din and air thick with stench.

It is, however, in the work of
Dhanushkodi that Madras comes
wonderfully alive. The soul of an old
city is bared and ils pulse begins o throb
to the artist’s strokes. His work is not
a page out of the past, bul a tangible
aspect of reality in water. colours and
inkwash. In the lines of his brush. il
is the cily that matters. not its teeming
population. With the exception of a
couple of pedestrians who accidentally
stray in. his frames hold only the beauty
that is Madras.

His technical excellence exposes
alike the Express Buildings and the
modest house with its still tiled roof.
somewhere on Radhakrishnan Salai.
Some of his pieces are a compelling
statement on the fragile solidity of
peeling plaster which shows the strong
climb of well laid bricks within — how
better can Madras be captured? The oft
noticed cemetery, with ils many trees
doming the vard, is an understatemenl
in irony,

In his choice of landscapes and
landmarks he has held prisoner an
ordinary Madras — hopefully in its
permanence. His waler colours mark
a predominance of green in its dignity
and when he captures an old Madras,
what is on view is nol a glorious fossil
but a breathing possibility. The cool
streets and clean air rebuke the viewer
to an admission — the cily also has
Dhanushkodi, incredibly sensitive and

-hopelessly obsessed with perfection. Ah!

Madras! Elizabeth Roy

The trio of aclors (whose names |
could not discover), act out a series of
skits using a long, desk-like table whose
surface is tilled towards the audience,
with a series of drawers that pull out
to creale différent environments. For
instance, one drawer becomes a lake
filled with fresh water. the others
become valleys and caves and oceans,
through which the three aclors make
an allegorical journey, all the while
using as their alter egos, three scraps
of soft chamois leather cloth that are
twisted inlo human shapes, or
impromptu puppels.

The action jumps easily from
puppel to actor and back again, so that
the viewer's sense of scale is being
continually challenged. There are
stunning visual effects of the three
prolagonists battling through the stormy
seas of lile, starling life again on an
island strewn with pebbles and coming
lo terms with their situation. At the end,
they have grown and, god-like, they
point a finger at their puppet selves who
trudge on across the desert of existence.
Since the dialogue was in French, the
evening proved fo be a bit baflling, until
the children in the audience realised thal
it was meant to be a huge visual pun,
that just had to be seen and enjoyed
— with waves of laughter.

Geeta Doctor
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Our old building today is not so very old. It dates 10 1923, when the Mercantile Bank built it on the site where

The Mail had its offices till just a few years earlier. The Mercantile Bank, however, is now part of the Hongkong
and Shanghai Banking Corporation and so, in ils refurbished image, this bit of colonial Classical calls itself the
Hongkong Bank Building. The renovated building, with its pillars, pedimenis and square turrets, stands out on

THE
OLD...

North Beach Road (Rajaji Salai) for its Classical appearance that’s been
achieved with the simplest of lines.

Looking much more ornate for all its simplicity is our new buiiding of

...& THE
NEW

the fortnight. This circular towerblock on White’s Road has the Corporation Bank emblazoned on it, but it is
an office block if ever there was one. lis shape, the remnanis-of-the-Coliseum type parapet providing safety at
- roof level, and its colouring (lost in black-and-white) are the most striking features of this office block still 1o
get into its stride. (Photographs by SUSHEELA NAIR)

The current economic crisis has

generaled much debate among our
politicians, policy planners and media
pundits. Adding to the swell of opinion
is a book, India's Economic Crisis
(OUP, Rs. 250), by Dr Bimal Jalan.
The author, who has been associated
for many years with India’s economic
policies, traces the path that the country
has followed and analyses the reasons
for the current crisis. By drawing on
examples of countries such as South
Korea and Taiwan, he outlines what
India must do to achieve a vibran
economy.

from Bimal Jalan the policy
planner, we move on to Tom Clancy,
a man who fancies himself in the role.
In his latest bestseller, The Sum of All
Fears (Rupa, Rs. 75), Clancy comes
up with a peace plan lo defuse the West
Asia crisis. But forces are out lo thwart
the plan and, with a weak American
President around, the scene is set for
Clancy’s hero Jack Ryan lo save the
day. What distinguishes Clancy from
the run-of-the-mill thriller writer, is his
intimale knowledge of the weapons of

modern warfare and ol the goings-on
in the corridors of power.

Spy Sinker (Grafton, £ 2.20) by
Len Deighion is the final volume in his
Hook, Line and Sinker trilogy. Together.
the three novels (Spy Hook and Spy
Line being the others) stand lall among
the best ol the spy fiction genre. The
novels leature a memorable cast of
characters whose lives are influenced
by the world of betrayal and counter-
betrayal that they inhabil. Also, the
trilogy has seen the author's sense of
humour come lo the lore, a trait that
is normally not associaled with this class
ol wriling. Spy Sinker has been
wrillen with the hindsight of the events
that have taken place in Eastern Europe
and, in a sense, is Deighlon’s final
stalement on the Cold War. (His next
novel is set in South America.} All the
more reason to savour this lalest
triumph of a genre that is fast becoming
an anachronism in an era of rapid
change.

Piranhas (NEL, Rs. 95) sees the
retumn of the grand old man of the mega
bestseller, Harold Robbins. The plot
deals with the Malia’s attempt to go
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legitimate by taking over big business
corporalions.  Thus, Robbins adds
convoluted financial lransactions to his
usual mix of sex and violence.

This fortnight saw the launch of the
firsl twelve lilles of a new imprini
INDUS BOOKS. The imprint is
published by HarperCollins Indic, a
joint venture on the lines of Penguin.

The first balch of titles is a mix of .

originals and reprints that givesusa fair
idea ol the shape of things to come.
.Among the originals are Open
Season of Fury (Rs. 65) by Mary
Holliday, a novel ol the 1857 War of
independence, Beyond Snake
Mountain (Rs. 50) by Sean Doyle,
a lravelogue on Rajasthan, Under
Orion (Rs. 50), a revised edition of
Keki Daruwalla’s fisl collection of
poems, The Book of Indian Birds
(Rs. 95),an illustrated book for children
by Bulbul Sharma,and a recipe book,
Cook My Dear (Rs. 50} by Niru
Gupta. The reprints include two
popular dictionaries, The Collins
Cobuild (Rs. 250) and the Collins
Compact (Rs. 50).
GAUTAM PADMANABHAN
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'QUIZZIN WITH NAVIN-11

'Pﬁe response {o the quiz keeps growing every fortnight. Last fortnight was a record, bul we are
sure it will get still better. Meanwhile, try and answer the first twenty questions on your own,
belore luming to the answers on Page 8. Remember, Quizmaster NAVIN JAYAKUMAR takes all
his questions from the local newspapers of the fortnight mentioned in the coupon.
To win a prize, all you have to do is answer Question 21 corredly. Fill in the coupon given
below — which leaves space for your answer — and mail it lo MADRAS MUSINGS QUIZ —
11, Clo. Lokavani Hal! Mark Press, 62- 63 Greames Road, Madras-600 006 before 5 p.m.
on September 24th. The first three correct answers drawn will be entitled to a prize
ol Rs. 100 each. We can't make il any simpler than that, can we? So get to it; here are the questions
and your coupor.

1. What sensational and ironic event occurred on Rajiv
Gandhi's 48th birth anniversary?

2. Which Indian Ambassador to Romania was seriousty
injured by Sikh assailants in Bucharest? |

3. Who recently received the Bharat Ratna Award at his
residence as his health did not permit him to make the
trip to Rashtrapati Bhavan?

4. Which world famous film festival opened on August 22
with the American film Rambling Rose?

5. Which novelist, author of 45 novels and several short
stories, will be the first woman. to receive the Tamil
Nadu government's Thiru Vi.Ka. Award?

6. What ‘first’ is nearly complete at Kannappar Thidai in
North Madras: (Two more are to come up at Basin
Bridge and Koyambedu.) ,

7. Name the much-awaited bill introduced in the face of
a BJP walkout in the Lok Sabha on August 237

8. The statue of which much-hated founder of the KGB
was recently pulled down amidst cheers and fireworks
in Moscow?

9. Which Union Minister faced'violence in Tiruchi during
a black flag demonstration?

10. Where did an Indian Airlines Boeing 737 crash recently.
killing all 69 persons on board?

11. We record with relief the release of 10C's Executive
Director on August 20. His name?

12. While launching a mobile library scheme of a city
voluntary agency recently, who confessed that many
a time when he borrowed a really useful book from a
library, he chose to say that it was lost and pay the fine
instead of returning the book?!

13. Which prominent LTTE member was sent out of UK for
“coliecting funds to procure arms’™?

14. Name the mascot of the recently concluded 3rd IAAF
World Athletics Championships at Tokyo?

15. If one went by the logic of the Left parties in the Lok
Sabha, why should India not produce washing
machines?

16. What was recently sealed by ‘‘cement plugs”. each
measuring over 100 metres long?

17. What was Rajiv Gandhi's birth anniversary celebrated
as’?

18. Which satellite network started television operations
in India on August 26 with the US Open tennis
championships? :

19. Obituaries:- Identify them.

a) Former Kerala CM, Freedom fighter and member of
the Rajya Sabha, he translated H.G. Well's History of
the world into Malayalam.

b) Born 1917 — Died 1991!

20. What was the name of the exhibition of paintings.
sketches and etchings of some well-known and some
unknown spots of this city, held at The Gallery during
the fortnight?

PRIZE QUESTION
21. Which is the oldest technical institute in Asia?

QUIZ COUPON-11
N AME s ettt ar e e e e e e e e e e ae e
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......................................................................................................

We now look forward 1o a real big response. Meanwhile, here are the lucky winners
and the correct answer to Quiz-10;

PRIZE WINNERS

1st Prize: C.P. Mohan, No. 41, School Road, Jaganathapuram, Chetpet, Madras-600 031.
2nd Prize: S. Pattabiraman, 29, Postal Audit Colony, Saligramam, Madras-600 093
3rd Prize: Meena Reddy, 41. 7th Avenue, Ashok Nagar, Madras-600 083.

ANSWER TO QUIZZIN'-10: Lord Nataraja Idol of Pathur

Playing games
with numbers

The ways of bureaucracy will never

cease to baffle me. As everyone
knows, the authorities have chosen to
raise the tanff of aulo-rickshaws and
taxis. Fair enough, considering the hike
in fuel price. But who was that bright
spark in the depariment who decided
that the minimum fare for an auto-
rickshaw will be Rs. 4.40 (just to lake
one figure al random.) He obviously
fed into his computer previous fares,
distance elc and arrived at the present
figure. | wonder if he thought for a
moment of the havoc he was wreaking.

With a few exceptions — and noble
exceptions {hey are — aulorickshaw
drivers happen to be among the most
obnoxious of our so-called public
servants. Can'l you just see it? | use the
vehicle for the minium distance, the
meler shows Rs.4-40, | proffer a five-
rupee nole. and what do | get in
response? A disdainful look, the

* simullaneous wiggling of the fingers.

and the amogant statement, ‘No
change. Couldn't the bureaucrat at least
have rounded off the fare to the nearest
fiqure, such as Rs. 4.50. which is easier
to handle for both passenger and
driver? | can only wail with dread for
the recalculation cards which are quite

likely to have such figures a3 7-34 and
8-22.

There is of course a precedent for
this, as for almost everything else in our
public life. When we first went melric,
road signs had a seachange. As every-
one will recall, speed was always
indicated in terms of miles. The then
literal-minded characters in whatever
office it was prompily changed these
signs lo match precisely the new metric
numbers. Thus, “‘speed limit 30 miles”
was changed inlo “speed limit 48
kilometres,” not 45 or 50. Well, why
blame the junior executives. When the
melric system came into being, Rajaji

himself wrote articde after article,
pointing out how much the common
man stood to lose when the 192 pies
of the old rupee were converted into
100 naya paise of the new rupee.
Totally illogical, of course, but we
survived his crusade, and [ suppose we
will take everything else in our stride
as usual.

Gambolling...

Madras Musings expressed is

gratitude some time ago to the
Chief Minister for asking the police to
go easy on security. This has had the
desired effect and is working out well
by and large. The waits at traffic points
now fake far less a time than before,

|G Cking
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and, of course. the entire city is nol
barricaded. But I think the Chief
Minister should also exhort the police
to behave with decency fowards the
waiting traffic.

In the last few days, whenever |
have had to wail al a traffic halt for the
Chief Minister to pass by, I noticed that
the police. quile unnecessarily and
unprovoked, use their lathis, at the Jeast
on the tyres of cyclists who had over-
stepped the line by a foot or so. and
at the worst, on their shins and knees.

| have expressed more than once
in print that our Chief Minister needs
all the profection she can get. The
public will view her with even more
respect and affection if she can put her
cops on the line, and order them not
{o extend their authority. That she can

take immediate action on issues of this
kind was clear from her categorical
stalement the other day to the effect that
she had not authorised any one lo
collect a day's salary from govemment
employees towards temple renovalion.

... and gambling ones
urely fortuitously, | happened to be
in Bangalore when Gorbachev was

toppled, and Sivarasan and Subha were

trapped. only to be found dead.

"1 must make a point here. | am very
shocked al the way, casual way, in
which some of our politicians and a
section of the press demand that the SIT
should be castigated for not taking the
alleged assassins alive. There was no
chance of this right from the beginning.
First of all, the neighbourhood was
abuzz with excitement, and they as well
as anybody else, may have been the
biggest obslacle to the SIT. It was very
clear to the LTTE types that they were
surrounded as there is no way you can
pul a cordon around a building without
those inside being aware of it. Lel us
also remember that at first the LTTE
tried to shoot their way out — a fact
practically brushed aside by most
reports. When it came to the inevitable,
they killed themselves.

Whenever the SIT and its asso-
ciated police forces succeed in capturing
an ITTE militant alive. it s a
tremendous triumph, for even the
youngest of the militants chew cyanide
lablets al the drop of a hat. Larlier in
this piece | have been rather. cutting
about the police. But SIT, and state
police groups who have been working
with them,have been really gambling.
with their lives. and deserve the utmost
gratitude from all of us.

As for.Gorbachev, [ went to Mysore
for a day. and when | relurned he was
firmly back in the saddle. Without any
help from me.

o
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So we've created a classic for you
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The ordinary is so mundane. So predictable. What catches the eye, is an extraordinary creation.
When rich burgundy or black leather protect the finest paper with exquisite printing, you
will call it the creation of a masterpiece. The extraordinary. The choice of those with a

distinguished taste. Yours?

Set aside the ordinary. Reach for the extraordinary. Reach for Hallmark Classique Diaries!
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27, Westcoit Road. MADRAS 600 014. Tel: 831099
Admn. Office: 62/63 Greams Road, MADRAS 600 006
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No, Pro-Saddam, 'please,

we’re NRIs

No, dear, he doesn't wanl to
know whether you re pro-Saddam.
He was just trying o give you some
prasadam, Jt's something holy, just
close your eyes and eat it.”

“But, Mom, ycu said never fo
eal anything unless it was boiled.”

“ said prasadam was holy,
didn't 1? Now just shut up and eat
i.”

* %k

's that time of the year again when

vas! hordes of migrating Indians either
amive or depar, depending on the
timing of the summer vacations of their
offspring, who have to be given a taste
of their beloved Motherland. The
International Airport lounge is like a
multi-channelled docu-drama of life-
styles that are either just beginning or
ending. Suspense, relief, joy, tragedy,
ecstatic arrivals, tear-soaked farewells all
appear lo be taking place together. Only
the audience is missing.

Aging parents peer through corridors
of glass for the shadowy forms of their
beloved ones. For one lot, it is the joy
of caiching the first glimpse of a giant
grandchild, trundling a melal trolley
filled with bright coloured suilcases
stuck with psychedelic labels, chewing
gum restlessly and sporting the latest
Wimbledon hairstyle.

The miniature grandparents try and
hug their grandchildren who are being
urged to bend down and touch their
feet, while the parents who have been
transformed into Mr and Mrs “Made
in USA™ are simultaneously beating off
the touts, who want to carry their
luggage. and showering money on all
sides in the neo-Maharaja style. He
wears a plaid shirt with a yellow tie,
pale blue tailored pants and a lobster-
coloured jackel, and is laden with
cameras that will record every moment
of the visil. She wears Levis in last year's
Baggies style, with a pink knitted nylon
blouse with lacy collar and sleeves, her
qold mangalsutra visible as it nestles
between the whaleboned bra thal also

exciles attention. Her contact lenses are
already beginning to scratch as her
mascara begins to smudge in the heat
of the moment. The tears are those of
pride and joy.

The other lot are crying out of
relief. Their beloved ones are departing
at last, without having actually got any
of the ghastly ailments that the un-
immunized flesh is heir to. for the last
two weeks, the entire conversation has
been dominated by thoughts of
hygiene. Toilet paper, mosquilo
repellants, mineral water and confact
lens solution have been acquired in vast
quantities and yet the beloved grand-

received the carved ~ wooden side-
board, the Tanjore paintings from the
puja room. grandmother’s gold belt, the
istri petti (literally, the iron box) that will
look quaint in front of the fireplace, and
the -ancestral chamber pot. Dad has
been given the task of clutching it,
wrapped in a brown paper and tied
with bright blue nylon string. Though
it's meant to hold the chrysanthemurms
on the window sill, Mom knows that
it might actually come handy. The
children have refused lo “go0” for the
last two weeks, being too traumatized
by Indian toilets, so it's best to be
prepared.

i

children look blotchy. Not only have
the mosquitoes done their worst, the
children have the pale listless air of post-
diarrhoeal victims.

Mother is making the best of things.
She now wears a Kancheepuram saree,
which arrived as a last minule gift, with
an un-matching blouse and the
diamond earrings, which the sister,who
stays behind to look after the parents,
hoped that she would gel. When il
comes fo distributing the family
heirlooms, the NRIs, adept in the ways
of fundamental rights, are swift in
claiming their birthrights. Besides, for
the last two weeks, they have been
doling out their money, which even at
the rale of Rs. 30 to the dollar in the
open markel, is beginning fo cause a
vague pain in the region of the wallet.

Bathrooms have been re-tiled,
kitchens fitted with refrigerators and gas;
the nepnew who wants a VCR has
been indulged, the niece’s teeth have
been braced, the tiles of the ancestral
house re-placed and the well re-dug.
It would be wicked to refuse them the
ancestral relics, so, in retumn, they have

Add a touch of class to your Bedroom

with Cushion Covers
and Bed Spread
from

\
{

Elegant Living

_No.7 Sth Avenue, Besant Nagar, Madras-90
Ph: 4910629

G-9 Eldorado, 112 Nungambakkam Hig Road, Madras-34
' Ph: 473120

Incoming passengers arrive with
packets of spaghetti, cup soups, keichup
in tubes, de-hydrated drinks, pizza
toppings and, of course, the Big C's —
chocolates, cheese and chewing gum.
It's sad, of course, that the Big C's have
congealed info a fine glutinous mess
even before anyone can say “Meenam-
bakkam™ and have to be served as
Vilayati Prasadam. They also carry
plastic bags, from the various duly free
shops on the way, that contain Whisky,
Aftershave and Ciggies.

Oulgoing passengers take packels
and packets of powders, or podis, all
finely ground and heavily spiced with
strong aromatic propensities that will
allract the atlention of the Customs
people al the other end. At one lime,
it was grandmother who made the
podis, but now everything is available

at Nilgiris, neatly packed and labelled. -

It won't be long before someone
produces desiccated cow dung and a
concentrate of sacred cow urine for the
NRI market, along with the packets of
Instant Dosas and Ootthappam.

The day thal an American President
serves Masala Dosa at a White House
banquel will be the day that Indians
will know that they have finally arrived.
| can just imagine the scene: the
President standing with his forehead
smeared with sacred ash, flashing a
holy thread for the benefit of the
cameras and distributing Pro-Saddam
to all the guests, while the First Lady
tasses off hot Dosas from a non-stick
pan. It's going lo take some time, of
course. Uniil then, Indians will keep
coming back and forth, resllessly feeling
for their roots, and the airports will
continue to acl as sponsors for live
dramas.

THE place for
your cookies

When you get inside the door
of HOT BREADS (situated
in Alsa Mall on Montieth Road),
you will forget that you are in a
city famous for its idli-dosa,
Kancheevaram silks and muggy
weather, With its very fancy
interior — all chrome and steel
— and its beautiful self-service
display counters, complete with
tongs and all, HOT BREADS is
definitely not part of the vintage
Madrasi scene. There is a variety
of baked goods here — stuffed
croissants, puffs, doughnuts,
pizzas, burgers and what have
you. | personally feel that the
best items on the menu are their
biscuits. This is really THE place
to buy your chocolate chip and
nut cookies.

Personality-wise

AL the corner of Nungam-
- 4bakkam High Road and
Village Road is yet another
clothes shop — the WEEK-
ENDER — with a special counter
for that privileged age group of
9 — 14 years. With an intri-
guing subtitle, namely, ‘‘The
division of personality”, this
shop is a branch of a Bangalore
unit, which is becoming popular
throughout the country.

facilities like conference rooms,
secretarial services, telex, photo
copying, fax and audio-visual
P.A. systems.

At doorstep

Since I wrote a piece on
mushrooms some time ago in
this column, I have received
further information regarding
this delectable vegetable. A
Madurai-based company,
Kanchan Food Products, is
marketing TATA MUSHROOMS
door-to-door. Contact Room
No. 3, Door No. 4, Arcot Road,
Vadapalani for home delivery of
garden-fresh mushrooms. Their
brochure tells me that mush-
rooms are rich in vegetable
protein, essential amino-acids,

minerals and vitamins. They are

considered to be excelient for
growing children, pregnant and
lactating women, and diabetic
and heart patients. Considering
their sterling qualities, do you
still have the heart to resist
them?

Mushroom curry

Here is a mouth-watering

recipe to help you on your
way to becoming a mushroom
fan.

The WEEKENDER boasts a
wider variety of formal wear
than the WEARHOUSE, for
instance. Furthermore, the
clothes on offer are not all
summer wear. You will be able
to pick up several that will serve
you in cooler climes as well.

Business-oriented

One of the micer and (rela-
tively speaking) moderately
priced hotels in town is the
Sindoori Hotel, which is situated
in the heart of town, off Greames
Road. Single rooms cost around
Rs. 400 and double rooms
between Rs. 600 and Rs. 750.
The restaurants in the hotel,
Gajara and Gazebo, provide a
rich variety of Chinese and
North and South Indian cuisine,
including fast foods. Apart from
the Sakaba bar, which offers a
choice of Indian and foreign
liquor, the hotel has its own
confectionery, beauty salon and
shopping arcade.

The good news for executives
is that Sindoori Hotel provides
considerable business-oriented

Mushroom curry: 250 gm of
mushrooms, 50 gm oil, 50 gm
tamarind, 1 large onion, 6 red
chillies, 1 teaspoon coriander
leaves, V: teaspoon poppy seeds,
1 teaspoon cummin seeds, /: cup
grated coconut, 10 cashewnuts,
a pinch of turmeric powder,
curry leaves, ¥: teaspoon each of
mustard seed and blackgram, salt
to taste.

Fry the red chillies in a little
oil and powder them. Add the
coriander leaves, cummin seeds,
poppy seeds, cashewnuts and
coconut and grind well. Soak
tamarind in some water and
extract the juice, adding salt,

turmeric powder and the ground
masala.

Wash and cut the
mushrooms.

Heat the oil and add the
mustard, blackgram and curry
leaves. When the seeds start
spluttering, add the chopped
onion and let it brown. Add the
masala and the tamarind juice.

When the mixture starts to
boil, add the mushrooms. Allow

to thicken and remove from fire.

V.K.

ANSWERS-11

1. The suicides of his assassins
Sivarasan and Subha; 2. Julio Ribeiro.
3. Morarji Desai; 4. Montreal Film
Festival: 5. Mrs Rajam Krishnan;
6. First night shelter for pavement
dwellers: 7. Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Bill 1991 — to freeze the
status of places of worship as on August
15, 1947; 8. Ffelix Dzerzhinsky;
9. P Chidambaram; 10. In Thangjing
Hill area in Manipur; 11. K Dorai-
swamy; 12. State Law Minister
K A Krishnasamy; {3. ‘Kittu';
14. Athlestar; 13. Because it would
displace labour and increase
unemployment!; 16. The natural gas
well in Thanjavur District which had
a ‘blow out”in July; 17. Sadbhavana
Divas; 18. STAR TV; 19. Achutha
Menon, b) The Soviel Communist
Party; 20. Ah! Madras.
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Concerts in search

of an audience

t 6.00 p.m. on August 25th, when

he business session of the
music and dance evening

began at the Music Academy, only the
first few rows were occupied. Those
seated were either the parents of
Kalapeetam members or the few
foreigners who had bought tickets. Yet
the programme slated for later in the
evening was of a high calibre. Choral
mussic sung by one of the country’s best
choirs provided listeners a rare
opportunity to hear live the Gandharva
Maha Vidyalaya choir from New
Delhi. This was {ollowed by an Odissi
dance recital by Madhavi Mudgal,
acknowledged a top-ranking performer.
This is a trend commonly seen in
Madras. Audiences appear lo prefer
only familiar and oft-repeated
p . What can the reason be
for such apathy towards anything new?
Does the Madrasi have no curiosity?
i he had, he would have found
S Viswanathan's talk interesting.
Viswanathan discussed the terms
Gandharva and Maudgalya Mudgala,
he said, was a vedic rishi from whom
the Maudgalya Brahmans sprang. He
was a sage who had rejected the joys
of heaven for a quiet place wherein fo
seek pure knowledge * which, he
believed, would lead to contemplation.

All this was to explain why the head
of the Gandharva Maha Vidyalaya is
called Maudgalya.

Dr Padma Subramaniam pleaded
with the Gandharva Maha Vidyalaya
to propagate the Drupad style of
classical music. Drupad, she felt, is the
Druva Geetha of the Natyashastra. In

a kind of concentrated essence of folk
music. The renderings, testing their own
ingenuity, were lyrical, yel gave an
impression of being simple in texture.

When Madhavi Mudgal came on
to perform her Odissi, she thrilled an
audience slightly larger than at the start.
But even then, it was obvious that

THE VIEW
FROM THE
WINGS

the Natyashastra, Druva Geetha is deall
with in the 32nd chapter; it talks about
the sound of music rendering the spirit
of the subject.

Drupad, as it is sung today
(practiced only by a few Muslim
{amilies in India), has a dramatic quality
in its rendering. And the Gandharva
Vidyalaya choir had one in their's.
They also sang several classical pieces
of Hindustani and Camatic music, their
intellectualism impressive.

There was a lightness and freshness
in the folk songs sung by these well-
trained classical vocalists. The first
sounds were convenlional and
romantic, but, later, there was in them

Madhavi Mudgal

Madras was not willing lo buy anything
new.
Building images
Dr Padma Subramaniam'’s plea for
popularising Drupad came al a time
when Ustad Fariduddin Dagar was in
town giving  lecture-demonstrations of
Drupad music in schools and colleges
for SPIC-MACAY (Sociely for Pro-
motion of Indian Classical Music and
Culture among Youth — Whew!)
Dagar was extremely explicit in his
music, even if he was not quite a talker.
The Drupad he presented brought lo
mind similes of rainbow hues — notes
savoured, rounded, thrown up for the
children to calch. A solid forrent of
musical notes thal impressed with
soaring high notes and strong low ones
in unaltering pitch. A musical
presentation that built imageries note by
nole.

Crowded again
Aﬂperformance that drew an over-

owing audience was the piano

Baked Kheema Phuikas is a

perfect blend of the continental and
the Indian. Subtly spiced, low in fat (the
phulkas are not made with ofl), it is an
entire meal by itself. Vegetarians can try
this unusual recipe with cauliflower. for
thase who like something hot and spicy
on the side, serve with Sukhi
Bhindi. Cucumber Tomato Salad
is also an excellent accompaniment.
Round off with fresh Mixed Fruit

Surprise.
BAKED KHEEMA PHULKAS

Ingredients
% kg boiled minced meat
2 onions
6 green chillies
1% inch piece ginger
t  full pod garlic
2 cinnamon sticks
2  doves
4 tbs oil
1 teaspoon turmeric powder
4 cups wheat flour to make the phulkas
To prepare cheese sauce
3 tbs butter
3 tbs com flour
3 cups mik
5 heaped tbs grated cheese
Method

Heat some oil in a kadaiand add
spices, then sliced onions and cut green
chillies. After they brown, add ginger
and garlic ground to a fine paste, then
the turmeric powder.

After 2 minutes of ffying, add tlie: .
boiled minced meat together with salt- -

and fry well till dry.

Knead a soft dough with the wheat -
flour. and make phulkas that are .
absolutely round and symmetrical in

size and shape.
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The phulkas should not be fully
cooked, but lightly done.
~ Using a greased oven-proof dish,
place one phulka on the dish. Spread
a little of the minced meat mixture over
it, then cover with another phufka.

Place minced meat and phulkas in
alternate layers till both are used up.
Now pour prepared cheese sauce over
the layers and bake in a moderale oven
for 30 to 40 minutes till the top is
brown.

As an altemative to phulkas, bread
slices may also be used.

Sabita Radhakrishna

SUKHI BHINDI

% kg ladies' fingers, chopped fine
2  onions, chopped fine
2  teaspoons coriander seeds powder
1 teaspoon chilli powder
% leaspoon lurmeric powder
1% teaspoon amchoor
Salt lo taste
2 ths oil o
1 teaspoon cummin seeds
Method

- Heat oil. Fry the cummin seeds.
When they splutter, add the chopped
onions and fry till transparent.
" Add the chopped ladies fingers.
‘Add the coriander seeds powder, chill
powder ‘and turmeric powder.

—
IN THE , /

Cook on a low fire till done. Add
the amchoor and salt and mix well.
Serve hot.

CUCUMBER TOMATO SALAD

2-3 medium cucumbers

3 ripe tomatoes

I tbs sugar

A few lettuce leaves

% cup vinegar or juice of one lemcn
% teaspoon pepper powder

Salt to taste.

Method

Peel the cucumbers and cut into
thin slices.

Cut two tomatoes into thin slices.

Cut the remaining fomato inlo a
flower ie. cut the fomalo into six
without cutting through, then carefully
spread the tomato out like a flower.

Spread the lettuce leaves in a salad
bowl. Armange the cucumber slices
interspersed wilh lomalo slices on the
Jettuce bed. Place the tomato flower in
the centre.

Stir together vinegar, sugar, pepper
and salt. Sprinkle this on the salad. Chill
before serving.

MIXED FRUIT SURPRISE

4 cups mixed fruit; (bananas, apples,
oranges and papaya)
Y% cup icing sugar
1% cups fresh cream or a family pack’
icecream.
Method
Clean and chop the fruil and
arrange in & bowl.
Sprinkle the icing sugar on the fruit.
Mix well. Chill completely. Serve

tlopped with fresh cream or a dollop of

icecream.’

Chandra Padmanabhan

The Gandharva choir
recital organised by the Brilish Council
on August 23rd. The concert, at the
Connemara Hotel, included the music
of Bach, Mozart, Schubert, Hobbs,
Ravel and Chopin.

Madras, it seemed has a sizeable
population that loves anything Westem.
This audience was so large that many
could not hear Mr Lake’s introductions
to the musical pieces.

V R Devika

Smitten Khushwant

6 She has eyes flutlering ltke a
gazelles. Full breasts like
inverted bowls of sandal paste.
Plaited hair reaching her thighs. She
was beautiful, like a Tanjore
painling — and clever loo™

No, that's not Khushwant Singh
getling exciled; it's only Khushwant
quoting from Tyagy — Uma
Narayanan's translation of
Sivasankari's Oru Manithanin
Kathai and published by Affiliated
East-West — to describe the author
herself.

In faci, Khushwant was so
bowled over by Sivasankari that he
went on to add, “The only item
left out (in that description) was her
statuesque figure. She could read
the admiration in my eyes and pre-
empled my flattering her by saying:
‘Don't start by telling me | am good-
Jooking. | bet you say that kind of
thing to all the women you meet.
| prolested that | only paid com-
pliments to women who deserved
them. She did. She rewarded me
with a beaming smile. Another item
she had left out in her description
was a set of pearl-white teeth.”

Bowled over he may have
been, but after the initial thapsody
— brought on perhaps by
wondering too much about whal
a person with such “a beautiful
name”" looked like, wher she sent
her card in to him — he becomes
more matter-of-fact in his weekly
column in the Sunday Observer of
Bombay. This Above All. He
records that though she's in her
early 40s, she already has 77
novels, novellas, travelogues and
biographies in Tamil, including one
on Indira Gandhi, to her credit. Six
of her novels have been filmed in
southern languages. And her short
stories in Tamil weekly magazines
are said to be read by three million
readers.

Describing Sivasankari as “a
committed writer”. Khushwant
Singh says she wriles “nol for art’s
sake but 1o fulfil a social purpose”
She handles her themes with
professional zplomb, he noles, and
adds the last word in his inimilable
style: “She is a bom story-teller.
Very modem her outlook: Though

- widowed eight years ago, she wears

her mangalsutra, dresses with taste
and fully involves herself in social
activity.” Only a Khushwant Singh
can gel away with montaging all
those ideas together in one
paragraph!

Benefitting humanity

he hero of India's Green

Revolution, Dr M S Swami-
nathan, has come home to roos!.
Many moons ago, he started his
career in agriculture with Simpson’s
of the Amalgamations Group. That
Group still continues to pioneer
new sleps in farming bul
Swaminathan years ago left such
experimentation to take giant strides
in the field of agriculture. All those
achievements behind him, he's
come back to Madras and begun
to look for new fields to conquer.
And as he lums his attention lo
ecology and the environment,
international awards continue to be
bestowed on him.

The latest is the Tyler Prize for
1991, a prestigious $ 150,000
offering he shares with C Everelt
Koop, former U S Surgeon-General,
who had led a vigorous campaign
against smoking. The award
recognises those who have
benefitted humanity through their
contributions to ecology or energy.

This award is continued recog-
nilion of the role Swaminathan
played in bringing the Green
Revolution to' India in the 1960s
and for his continued contributions
to world agriculture. But perhaps
the meost satisfying of all the rewards
he has received for this work must
be the $200,000 World food Prize
he received in 1987. He was the
first person to receive this honour
that had been instituted by General
Foods. Other prestigious awards
received by Dr Swaminathan are
the Albert Einstein World Science
Award and the Ramon Magsaysay
Award.

All that's missing is the Nobel
Prize. Yet, when Norman Borlaug
received his in 1970 for
developing dwarf wheat varieties,
he gave much of the credit to
Dr Swaminathan “‘for first
recognising the value of the
Mexican dwarfs. Had this not
occurred, it is quite possible that
there would not have been a Green
Revolution in Asia”

The 66-year-old scientist, now
refired in Madras, appears to be
leading an even more active
working life than in his heyday. As
head of the M S Swaminathan
Research Foundation, which is
doing much useful work in the
fields of ecology and environment,
he makes anyone who meets him
feel that the best is yet to come.
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t was a famous match indeed.

But the fairy-tale ending eluded
the outsider. and all India was
saddened by the thought that it
would have to wait another four
or five years for its favourite
chess-playing son to take another
shot at the world title.

How near that chance was,
in the August quarter-finals
played in Brussels! Yet how far!
Just one game separated Vish-
wanathan Anand and former
World Champion and most
recent Challenger Anatoly
Karpov after a tense eight-match
struggle. In the end, when it all
came down to the last game, a
single match, one casual and
wrong move by Anand sealed his
fate. Karpov was too experienced
a player to let the opportunity
slip.

‘The Lightning Kid' from
Besant Nagar may have lost, but
he made many chess friends and
did his growing reputation a lot
of good during the absorbing
contest. He, however, did reveal
that, though he bad curbed his
lightning game to a great extent,
he still lacked the experience to
capitalise on opportunities that
presented themselves. The
slightest hesitancy in applying
the pressure in this class of chess
is enough for a player of
Karpov's experience to eke out a
draw.

Five times did Anand have
winning positions in the match.
He capitalised on them only

Experience tells in
a famous match

(by The Corner Flag)

once, in the sixth game. In the
second, third, fifth and seventh
games he frittered them away.
And Karpov's victories in the
fourth and eighth games were
enough to allow Anand to
ruefully, but smilingly, comment
after it all: ] just threw it away’.

A closer analysis of the
quarter-final malches would
reveal that Anand didn't really
throw it away; he just didn't have
the experience to handle a player
who since 1974 has been in this
class of competition, holding the
title from 1975 to 1985 and
being the Challenger from 1987
to date. This was exactly what
also happened to the new
Russian hope, Vassily Ivanchuk,
the pre-quarter-finals favourite.
He too wilted under pressure
from a vastly more experienced
player, Yusupov. Ivanchuk
managed to hold Yusupov in the
first eight matches, but in the
two ‘play-off’ games, where
speed was of the essence, he blew
it, even though he is a faster
player that Yusupov.

The two 22-year-olds will
now be the better for the
experience and much will surely
be heard from them for many
more years to come. On present
form, however, it looks like
Karpov will challenge Kasparov
again, but it would have been
nice if the champions of the 2 1st
Century had already begun fo
make their presence felt in

1991.

Chief Minister to ensure...

‘New stadium for

he Nehru Cup is a near certainty.

)o is a new stadium of infernational
stan fards. This, at any rale, is the
conf.rmed view of the group of top
Tami. Nadu sports administrators, who
recen ly mel the Chief Minister |. Jaya-
lalitha and discussed with her matlers
conceining the future of Tamil Nadu
sport, now at a low ebb, and the
conduc' of the 10th annual Nehru Cup
internat‘onal football tounament in
Madras

Allo ted by the All-India Football
Federatic n to the Tamil Nadu F.A., the
Nehru Cuip meel is'scheduled to be held
in January, 1993. This is the second
time it ha: been offered to the TTA, bul
four years ago it declined the first offer
because it did not have adequate faci-
lities. The TFA has this time accepled
the offer, and done so in the hope that
the new government and sports-minded
big business establishments would help
it honour its commilment.

The delegation that met the CM
was headed by C.R. Viswanathan, the
Tamil Nadu Olympic Association
president and TFA Nehru Cup
commiltee convenor. lis proclaimed aim
was 1o point oul to the CM that the
way lo better Tamil Nadu sports
stanclards is by providing the concerned
conlrolling bodies with modern infra-
structure for training and coaching. But,

Here's how builders can

sportspersons

¢d One of the biggest drawbacks in

producing able sporismen in
India is the apathy of parents in this
country towards sports and games. This
altitude stems from whal may be the
traditional outlook of considering one’s
son, and currently the daughter also,
as a future breadwinner of the family.
So the parent is reluctant to allow even
physically talented boys and girls fo
spend any length of time in sharpening
their skills. And one has to work very
hard [or long hours, which means one
has to neglect even one’s studies, to
become a champion. There is certainly
no half-way house. In this there is also
risk of injury or physical breakdown,
which parents do not want to risk in
view of the attitudes mentioned above.”

This view was expressed a decade
back by an expert in physical education,
C Tirunarayanan. It had even earlier
been made by the late M G Vijaya-
sarathy, the well-known Mysore
cricketer whe was also Professor of
Physical Education at Bangalore Central
College.

This attitude of parents towards
sports can even be described as a
~ national atlitude, because even the

efforts of the slale in developing an
infrastructure for sports and recreation
has been only sporadic. The contrast
was siriking when | visited Australia
some year ago. Almost every urban
suburb had a sporls complex with
facilities for tennis, golf, other major
qames, as well as indoor sport. During
summer, there is even a drive 1o enlist
people, including children, lo take fo
swimming, and there are pools in every
suburb for them. At cricket malches in
which young boys were playing, what
struck me most was the involvement
of the parents, who slayed with their
boys during the maches.

Ramanathan Krishnan, our tennis
maestro, once told me that, to produce
champions, the entire afternoon of a
day should be available to the many
talented youngsters around, for practice.
He suggested we should close our
schools by one in the aflernoon for this
purpose. Considering the national
altitude 1o sports and recreation, there
is little possibility of Krishnan's advice
being considered.

On the other hand, despite the
apprehension of Tirunarayanan, it must
now be admilted that there has been
a breakthrough in the parental approach
lo sport. Television has played a big part
in this, bringing sport into the drawing
room and crealing an inlerest even
among the womenfolk. While there has
generally been a softening of old, rigid
attitudes, this has also been helped by
the realisalion that thereican be a
lucrative career in sport, especially if
your child reaches the lop. Several
parents with visions of their children
becoming champions are now ready to
back them to achieve this. This change
ol approach is reflecled in the
mushrooming of coaching camps,
especially during the summer. 1 fact,
running such camps, either by indivi-
duals or organisations, has become
quite lucrative.

The other major impediment to the
development of sporsmen as well as
recreational aclivities is the Jack of
facilities, particularly playing fields.

Open spaces which can serve as
playfields are fast vanishing. It is indeed
a pity that, in the development of new
suburbs, no thought has been bestowed

in providing a stadium, or a sporls

complex, with facilities for games, and

a park to provide recreation for all age,

groups.

Against this background it was
refreshing 1o read in The Hindu recently
that ene builder of flats in Gandhinagar.
Adyar, had developed a park with a
children's comer that has some facilities
for physical activity. This initiative
should provoke every builder, and the
people for whom he builds, to provide
recreational facilities for the residents.

not to mince words, its main object was
to draw her attention to the urgent need
to remodel, or reconsirucl, the City
Corporation's Nehru Stadium for the
conduct of the Nehru Cup meet and
to hand over the new stadium to the
TFA on a long lease.

Short of giving mediamen the “V"
sign as they came oul of the CM’s
room, the delegates smiled enough to
sugges! that they had carried the day.

Their happiness was understandable, for
the CM not only asked them to go
ahead with their plan to put up a
stadium but also agreed to head the
Nehru Cup organising committee.
The outlook is, thus, rosy. But lime
is running out. Only 16 months
remain. It is one thing to win over a
CM, and another to find the funds. The
stadium is expected to cost Rs 10 crores.
jt will not be tha easy for Viswanathan
and his commillee lo hit a Rs 10-crore
targel without aclive government
support. Perhaps the CM needs a

If no open space is available, there can
be a compacl indoor sladium with
facilities to indulge in one or two sports.

Government also can help in such
a healthy development, insisting that
provisions for recreational lacilities for
a group of flats be provided if sanction
is lo be granted. Gymnasia can also be
built in and open terraces‘can be utilised
to caler to minor games. with due
precaution, like wire-net fencing, taken
lo prevent accidents. Ten years ago.
during my rounds, | found a school in
North Madras, which adopted this plan

P.N. Sundaresan

Chiel Minister /aya!ah(ha meels the
sladium-seekers

reminder of her assurance “lo raise
funds by making an appeal lo
industrialists who are interesied in sports
to contribute liberally for the
construction of the stadium™ The
exceptionally busy lady is yet to make
the appeal.

The delay is said to have prompted
the TFA commiltee lo seek a second
interview. This would have laken place
and the CM would have made her
appeal by the time this appears in print.

The days of the 50-year-old Nehru
stadium, the brainchild of ].P. Shenoy,
perhaps the mos! dynamic Commis-
sioner the Corporation has ever had,
would indeed seem to be numbered.
lts name will remain all right, but not
the antediluvian structure. The stadium
did vindicate Shenoy's brainwave while
cricket Tests, National foolball, hockey,
athletics and boxing championships
were held there. But the bigger the
palronage il gol, its limitations, such as
the lack of athletic tracks, covered
stands and a.club house, came lo be
more and more exposed.

It is now truly in need of a mela-
morphosis, which it can get only from
a government headed by a genuine
lover of sports like the CM. The TFA
is indeed lucky lo have such a lady at
the helm in ils hour of need. And when
the new stadium comes up, to be the
latest pride of an ancient city, the TFA
will do well to take immediae steps lo
find a new abode for the Kuravar who
have made the sladium surroundings
their home and who have been
multiptying at an alarming rate. Only
then will the new stadium be a pride.
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