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e Fair site @ V.I.P mansion & Waterwdys

Three stories recently published in the columns of Madras Musings now show’ signs of maturing

info happy sequels. The sequels are
al all is being shown in projects-to improve Madras is a malter

all in the lesting or invesligalive stages, bul that some interes!
for salisfaction. It is only fo be

hoped that one is nol counting one’s chickens before they are hatched and that interest will. indeed.
lead lo implementation and end in materialisation.

Land for permanent
exhibition site
‘I‘he chances of Tamil Nadu getting

a permanent fair site now look
bright with the Chief Minister’s decision
to hand over to the Trade Fair Authority
of India 25 hectares (about 60 acres)
of land belonging to Anna University
in Taramani. This site has three
approach roads and a fourth, it has
been promised, will be built across the
canal.

In the Madras Musings issues of July
15-31 and August 1-14, attention had
been drawn lo the long-pending
decision thal was awaited by several
major industries in Tamil Nadu who
might in the future be deprived of the
opportunity of holding infernational fairs
in the slate if no permanent fair sile was
forthcoming. The leather induslry was
particularly impatient on this issue, as
its fair was the most threalened.

The Chief Minister, reacting to the
pleas of several industries, not only
announced the land grant when she
met Moosa Raza, the TFAl chairman,
in September but went on to appoint
a Deputy Director in the Slate
Directorate of Trade and Industries lo
lake charge of developing the site.

He's NOT sick! If's just thal ever since
we got the TV he’s not moved out
of bed!

Obviously the state intends to have a
stake in a fair site which, it is expected,

will rival Delhi's Pragati Maidan. This

site. will, when complete, have per-
manent exhibitions, reslaurants, a
children's entertainment park and a
convention centre, it is learnt.

While all these attractions are
welcome, there are, however, two
necessilies that need speedier action.
The TFAI had informed the Leather
Council months back that unless it had
ready by January 1993 a suilable
permanent fair site, with all infra-
structural facilities needed by a large
influx of foreign visitors, there would
be NO MORE leather Ffairs in
Madras, the capital of the Indian leather
industry. With a leather fair needing
permanen! space and communication
facilities, more than solid building
foundations, it might well be able to
gel the sile it needs in time. But the
deadline nevertheless needs to be kept
in mind.

The second necessity is more
complex —and that is the need for
machine flooring, a foundalion on
which heavy machinery can be run for
long stretches for exhibition purposes.
Such flooring is essential if the next
Printers” Machinery Exhibition is to be
held in time.

Fortunately there is time belore
PAMEX, the latest decision being that
it should be held only in January/
February 1996. Bul a decision was also
taken by the All India Printers
Federation that while the exhibition
could be held in the South, it would
be awarded lo either Madras or
Bangalore, whoever comes up first with
a permanent fair site thal could handle
running heavy machinery. So the need
for haste in Madras.

The race is on. Will Madras get
there first?

Checking on

a mansion
Whal's qoing to happen to old

Govenment House, its fale a
matter of concern in Madras Musings
of Augus! 1-14 and September 15-307
The good news is: NOTHING YET.

— THE EDITOR

The better news is that engineers
are checking out on the structural
stability of the building — which will
undoubtedly prove as safe and sound
as that of Banqueting (Rajaji) Hall.
which was checked out some time ago
and vetted by a British expert.

If the structure passes musler, can
we expect the Chief Minister to do for
it what Rajiv Gandhi did for Hyderabad
House and Premadasa did for Acland
House in Colombo, making them
magnificent State VIP Guest Houses
and reception centres?

Cleaner waterways
by year-end?

hat, after years of slagnation, plans

were expected to be soon imple-
menled to clean the city's walerways
was reporied in these columns on
August 1-14. A commitment has now
been made on the floor of the House
lo complete the first stage of this by the
end of the year.

Pollution of the Adyar and Cooum
Rivers and the Buckingham Canal is
indescribable. This has been 80
per cent due to raw and partially treated
sewage being let into these waterweys.
Severn Trent Intemational, the British
consultants. had recommended interim
aclion to relieve this situation and the
Madras Metropolitan Water Supply and
Sewerage Board has now implemented
enough of the recommendation fo
make these walerways seem a lot
cleaner by December.

Sewage farms, where teak. maich-
wood and fuel trees will be grown. is
the key feature of the recommendation.
Work has already starled on a 13.5 ha
plot in Nesampakkam in West Madras.
Next. 38.5 acres will be forested in fast-
developing Koyambedu and this will be
followed on 48 ha in Kodungaiyur and
17.5 ha in Perungudi. These farms will
be nourished by the sewage diverted
from the waterways.

Melrowaler, it has been reporied.
eventually hopes to convert its sewage
farms into picnic spots! While awailing
that day, this corespondent looks
forward more eagerly to cleaner
walerways firsl. Dredging to that end
is also expected lo start shortly.

Now where can that be?...... A little bit of England?...... A litle bit that's forever
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England?...... A little bit of.... well, what? Turn to page 4 and perhaps you ll be able
to unearth the answer somewhere in the page.

Madras

(By A Staff Reporter)

here are still people who keep

remembering the 350 vears of
Madras. even though it is a couple of
vears past the anniversary of the day
Francis Day was granted an uninhabi-
ted. sancy spit three square miles in
extent. [erhaps it's the thought that
September 1991 was the  350th
anniversary of the establishment of
Madras as a seal of government that's
kept the thought alive.

The latest group who want to do
something to commemorate the events
oi 1639-1641 is the History Depart-
menl of Lovola College. Professor
U Munuswamy and Dr G ] Sudhakar

are planning a "Symposium on the 350°

Years of Madras” for some time towards

the end of the year and they ve got a
few dozen others interested in the effort.

At a recent meeling convened 1o
discuss the seminai, 23 papers on
various aspects of Madras — ranging
from the Old Families to the Women's
Movement in the city — were promised
for the seminar. All sound interesting
for a Madras buff. Manyv more could
also follow.

If the conveners could only get a
sponsor. these papers could well be
published as a book — as was done
by the Association of British Council
Scholars last vear. after two symposia.
they held. Such a book could help swell
the rather limited literature on a city
whose contribution to the India of
todav has been forgotten by too many.

Booking new ground

(By A Special Correspondent)

here The Times of India lailed.

a small Madras publishing house.
Acme Books(P)Ld, has just ventured
and broken new ground. An associate
of Affiliated Last-West. thal publisher
who has rather courageously published
for limited audiences much on Madras
and who remains the only general
publisher. in English. in the city, Acme
has just launched a book review
magazine. the Indian Review of Books.
and The Hindu has been so taken up
with il that it has decided to publish
some of the highlights of the joumal
in a new monthly supplement called
The Literary Review.

The only other hook review journal
in India meant for mass circulation is
a highbrow one from Delhi — curi-
ously, brought out by a leam with
strong Madres links and. still more
curiously, without a mass circulation.
The Times of India a few months ago
decided to emulate The Times Literary
Supplement of London and The New
York Times Books section, but came

.

a cropper. Acme now hopes its IRB will
make the grade by not being highbrow
and by not aiming for the stars. Indeed:
it hopes to survive by offering readable
reviews of what's available in the
bookshops every month and by spread-
ing its net wide for both books as well
as feviewers.

IRB will review books ranging from
pop fiction to poctry. from Enid Blyton
lo politics. Its reviewers will be from all
parts of India and will include scholars
as well as light readers. lts language is
commitled to being literate and nol
erudite or obtuse.

It's a formula that could well
succeed. But this is nol the best of times
for publishers. distributors or booksellers
in India. The import policy. devaluation
and high production costs in India have
seen {0 that. Much-needed advertising
support for such a venture might nol
be as forthcoming as in better times. But
if the readership responds. it might just
be that the adverisers will have to
follow.
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The baby in the House

Tamil Nadu's august Assembly

has, in its time, set many a
record. But it is doubtful
whether there’s ever been a
record to beat a Ilegislator
bringing her baby to attend the
Budget Session.

28-year-old Karpagam
Elango's infant was just 21 days
old whea brought to Fort
St George for Mother's *‘first
budget session’, which the
young AIADMK legislator *‘did
rot want to miss’". Since the baby
was crying at the time she was
preparing to leave home, the
former Chemistry professor
decided to take the infant along
with her.

At the Assembly, Baby and
Mrs Elango's mother were
comfortablyensconced in the rest
room and MLA Karpagam kept
visiting them from time to time,
for a feed or to soothe the infant.
By this cosy arrangement, which
had the whole House tickled,
Mrs Elango also managed to keep
up with all the **nuances of the
presentation’’ she was so keen
on witnessing.

Sticky cheques

The Business Manager told her

secretary, ‘‘Here are 20
cheques. Please send them out’"

The next day he reported that
she had given him only 19
cheques and he had despatched
all of them. A frantic search of
the office followed, but no
cheque.

Perhaps it was in one of the
envelopes that had gone out and
would be returned. The tele-
phone was waited on, the post
was waited for. But as the days
dragged on, there was no news
of the cheque. It seemed as
though it had gone with the
wind — out of the secretary’s
window.

Then, two weeks later, there
suddenly came a letter — and the
missing cheque! The writer
reported that he had deposited
HIS cheque and had seen the
bank clerk accept it, make all the
necessary notations and put it
away. A week later, the bank
manager called him in and
handed him the missing cheque
on which he had signed, instead
of on HIS cheque.

““The extra cheque had
apparently got stuck with my
cheque and I hadn’t noticed it.
But, surprisingly, several banks
clerks also failed to notice it till
it almost went for clearing, ' he
wrote. And so the sticky cheque
finally came home to roost.

3Rs for Adults Only

I{amal Hasan, perhaps the best
actor in the South and the
best read one too, is busy
becoming militarily hirsute for a
film he’s planning to make on a
forgotten hero. But apparently he
is busy on several other projects
as well. In one of them he breaks
revolutionary new ground.

He is, it is reported, busy
making a series of audio and
video casettes that will help the
illiterate adults oi {amil Nadu
become literate. There could be
no better producer of such
material on the 3Rs thanKamal
Hasan, for he himself is entirely
self-educated. Having played
hookey as z boy, he never had
any formal schooling; you'd
never believe that if you met him
today.

Another project that he's
reported io have toyed with is a

film with a LTTE background.
That, however, is said to be on
hold till the Tiger-Tamil Nadu-
India equation is on a happier
footing and when there will be
less risks of Tigers suddenly
finding provocation where there
is none.

Cost of creation

Never mind the cost, the poli-
ticians continue to create
new districts out of old. But they
know exactly what they are
doing and how much it all costs!

Revenue Minister S D Soma-
sundaram recently told the

Legislative Assembly that it costs
Rs. 13.3 crores to create a
district in the first instance and
that there is an annual, recurring
expenditure of Rs. 4.2 crores
thereafter. In the case of a new
taluk, these costs are a non-
recurring expenditure of Rs. 55
lakhs and an annual cost of
Rs. 33 lakhs. A new revenue
division costs Rs. 34 lakhs and
Rs. 7 lakhs respectively.

Do the people who are the
beneficiaries of the new bound-
aries get service and returns
commensurate with this kind of
expenditure? And does the
government, in turn, recover its
expenditure through its avowed
claim of being able to get closer
to the people in this way? Either
the questions were not raised or
the answers not reported.

Art on hire

akshi, a comparative new art

gallery in Madras, is attempt-
ing something radically new in
the world of art and appears
confident that its trailblazing
exercise will prove a rousing
success. What if is experimenting
with is an ART LIBRARY.

To become a member of the
library, the fee is nominal —

Rs. 100 for individuals and
Rs. 250 for corporate members.
Members of the library can,
thereafter, borrow any picture or
sculpture from Sakshi Samitha
Library’s collection by paying a
rental based on the value of the
work of art and the length of
time the borrower wants to
retain it in his premises. There
is also a refundable deposit to be
paid, based on the value of the
property.

All works of art that Sakshi
lends — ranging from Husains
and Gaitondes to the work of
several Scuth Indian artists — are
the library's property. That
property is now said to be valued
at over Rs. 35 lakhs, but the
collection is growing every
month as the idea catches on in
Madras and Bangalore.

Want to borrow 4 Husain for
your next party?

Ways of the wild

En the forests of the Western
Ghats, both in Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu, illicit feller
Veerappan is a legend. To many
villagers he’s Robin Hood, to the
police he's a killer at worst and
% hardened criminal at best.

Whatever he is, there is no
denying that Veerappan is as wily
as they come; he's taken the
police and forest services of three
states for a long ride these past
several months. What's intri-
guing, though, is the fact that his
will-o'-the-wisp ways are dupli-
cated by those closest to him.

Not so long ago, *.is young
wife Muthulakshmi slipped into
civilisation from a forest hide-
out, had a baby and then
vanished into the wilds again.
Now it is reported that his sister
Mari has been his eyes and ears
in the villages where the special
chase group has been operating.
Working in a dispensary that is
used and supported by the task
force, she's always been first with
the news.

The result has been that the
sandalwood smuggler has always
had the last laugh on the posse.

MMM

Self

Ahhough it is true that the stock
market is still the best place for your
money, it is not always fun there. It
needs persistence, ingenuity and
marketing abilities to overcome the poor
retuns of many of the investments.
Both clients and brokers need to
understand the risks involved, and
when the loss occurs, well, that's how
it is!! Brokers respect clients who can
take a loss in their stride, within the
perspective of a long, mostly successful
relationship. These clients are big boys
and they enjoy the deep respect of the
broker. He tries his best for them.

Loss-making investments are,
howgver, of three types. One of them
has you stumped when it fails to
appreciate in value and yield the capital
airs that is promised. It is no
satisfaction to feel that the name was
chosen for investment, due lo the
company being outstanding in terms of
product leadership or ownership status;
that it failed is all that is important. The
saving grace in these cases could,
however, be that they have growth
potential, if you hang in there.
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The other loss making cases arise
out of poor names that find no buyers
in the market after their acquisition.
These investments often enter a
portfolio as a result of a “tip", made
with little knowledge of either the
product or the ownership. An eva-
luation after the purchase fails to impress
and results in a write off. Reflection on
the purchase decision brings home
lessons on the folly of impulsive
investrrent decisions.

The third variety that ends up in
dissappointment, relates lo expectations
carefully evaluated, but which fail to
materialise. After all, anticipations may
not come to pass and profits are made
only when uncertainities are accepled
and a risk assumed. The feature that
sets this category apart from the other
two, is the deliberation that went into
its choice; it was not acquired merely
because of the standing of a name or
some gQossip that was templing.

The good rules are, therefore, to
curb your impulse and turn adeaf ear
to careless recommendations. This is

A dozen in the past

Thc story on ‘The Magsaysay Dozen’
(Madras Musings, Sep. 15-30), about

- twelve celebrities on the same platform, sent

my memory back about five derades to an
evening when | listened to about a dozen
greal speakers on one platform.

I was at the Kuppuswami Sastri
Rescarch Institute, inside the Sanskrit College
compound on Royapettah High Road.
Prof. S Radhakrishnan, V'S Srinivasa Sasiri,
K M Munshi, Dr. A Lakshmanaswami
Mudaliar, S V Ramaswami, [.C.S. — they
are the speakers | distinctly recall — held the
audience in thrall. If memory serves me right,
it was the inaugural function of the Instilute
founded in memory of the distinguished
Sanskrit scholar.

Mylapore, particularly the Luz, in my
young days was very much a cultural centre,
far different from the noisy place il is today
Every other day there would be a meeting
in Sastri Hall, then Ranade Hall, where
leaders like V S Sastri, A L. Mudaliar, Alladi
Krishnaswami lyer. T R Yenkatrama Sastri
used to speak on literary and political topics.
It was like listening to a Palkhiwala every
other day.

Apart from the political tepics, | cherish
the memory of Srinivasa Sastri’s lectures on
the Ramayana at Ranade Hall, where, for
once. | saw the greal man touched by
emotion. To me it was like Valmiki reciting
his great work in English.

P N Sundaresan
14 First Street,
Kaslturiranga lyengar Road-600 018.

Out of the rut

Thank you for giving us housewives a gisl

of all that has occurred in the past

fortnight through Quizzing with Navin.

Helps bring my mental capabilities!) out from
the rut of ‘house-wifing" also!

Mrs Malini Chinxi

No. 3 First Lane,

Chandra Bagh Avenue-600 004.

The old & the new

Your lem "'Old & New” is unique. You
pick up rare landmarks and your
cominents are interesting.

Mrs A Cassim
7 Balaji Layout-560 084.
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half the battle. Carefully ponder over
an invesiment decision and ask several
questions. There is no other hard and
fast rule. But do* THINK before you
invest. Most importantly, do not throw
away an investment that has failed io
yield, unless analysis explains the wrong
reasons that led to the investment
decision in the first instance.

BULL'S EYE

Here are three names that can
provide food for thought.

PONDS (Current Market Price
Rs. 282/-): This Madras based company of
the Unilever group eams 80% of its tumover
through soaps, toiletries and cosmetics and
the balance from mushrooms, clinical
thermomelers and shoe uppers, leather and
electronics. The company s export drive has,
today, eamed the status of a net foreign

Leaning over

t's not so much | mind Government House

becoming dilapidated, but who would
want lo risk a night in a building leaning
over twice as far as Pisa and falling
backwards at the same time? Look at tha
picture again.

Can'l these young people leamn proper
photography, which includes the techniques
of correcting perspectives? If not, they should
leave photography to professionals. Any
book on the subject in the British Council
will tell young Susheela Nair how to prevent
the horrors she has perpetrated in your issue
of Sept. 15-30th.

Harry Miller
Indian Fxpress, xpress Fstales-600 002.

Sad development

L is sad {o read that (Madras Musings Sept.
15-30) the award-winning Marupakkam
is still to find a distribulor in Tamil. Mos!
Tamil audiences think that arl lilms (award
winners) are only produced for juries and
film feslivals. to get awards. Due 1o this,
distributors are not interested to release such
films. learing for colleclions, and most art
film fovers are unable to see such films. Very
sad development.
R Shanmuganandam
28 Mosque Street-600 015

A winner’s surprise

have been answering the "Quiz” questions

from the lime it stared. When | was
mailing Coupon-10, my brother teased me
saying, ** You scem to be mailing answers
cvery time — but what's the use?"" | laughed,
but kept quiet.

Whenever Madras Musings comes to
my office, lhe first page I turn lo is the Quiz.
Imagine my surprise when [ opened the
September 15-30 issue and saw thal | had
won a prize al last! When | came home,
my brother was waiting for me with a smile
— and the cheque. Thank you for Madras
Musings.

Meena Reddy
41, 7th Avenue-600 083.

Please, charge us

Your articles, comments and other features

on the happenings and changes in this
lovely Metro City breathe of a rare joie de
vivre and youthful buoyancy.

However, your distributing largesse, in
the form of free copies to us, mililates agains!
canons of commercial wisdom. Please
charge us for what we receive.

S Srinivasan
Ci76, 10th Cross Street
Hindu Colony-600 061.
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exchange earner, with 30% of its income
acountable through exports. The half yearly
results for the period ended June "91 are
encouraging. The technicals are promising.
A price of around Rs. 325 can be expected
at the time of December 1991 results.

McDOWELL (Current Market Price
Rs. 75): The company is a member of the
UB group and is engaged in the manufacture
of potable alcohol, ethyl alcohol and styrenol
polystyrene. The markel share of McDowell
in the breweries market continues lo grow
through brand exlension slrategies and
innovative packaging. At the current market
price, the share is a good medium-term
invesiment.

LAKSHMI SYNTHETIC (Current
Market Price Rs. 70): Lakshmi Synthetic
Machinery is the latest venture of the
Lakshmi group of companies, Coimbatore.
The company holds a collaboration
agreement with Barmag AG, West Gemany,
to produce machinery lor the use of the’
synthetic filament yarn industry and plastic
processing units. In the first year of operation
(1951-92), the company e-pects o achieve
a tumover of around Rs. 10 crore. The share
price is accumulating at the Rs. 70 level for
about four months. Considerable gains are
possible on a breakout. Buy.

K. Gopalakrishnan

October 15-31, 1991
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'Eor the past few months the business

communily has been reeling from
one shock after another. The recent
announcement by the Governor of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) hiking
again the bank lending rate by one per
cent, bringing it upto 12 per cenl, is
the latest shock. The refinance facilities
available to banks from RBI have also
been curtailed and only export credit
will be made available in larger volumes
but on a more expensive basis.
In the last two to three months there
have been two upward revisions of the
lending rate. What this means is thal

BUSINESS
REVIEW

by
THE SHROFF

those businessmen who rely on bank
finance are going to find it very tough.
The RBI is taking all these desperate
measures fo restrict the availability of
cash in the country and, thereby, reduce
inflation. According to the price indexes
released in September, inere seems to
be some slight let up in inflation.
However, the danger of a tight money
policy can be recession (slowing down
of economic aclivity), the effects of
which will hit the country in three or
four years. And it is very difficult to
recover from recession. :

Lack of communication
With so many changes in the

country’s industrial financial
policies week after week, journalists,
especially those who do not have a
background in economics, are finding
it difficult to quite comprehend the
direction in which the country is
heading. A few days ago an important
national chamber of commerce held a
press conference fo discuss with the
press the various developments and the
representations they have been making
to the government. However, the lack
of communication was so evident in the
questions thal were raised. A crash
course in economic development round
the world and in our country should

Can a sleepwalker kill while walking
in his or her ‘sleep’? If (hat indeed
happens, can the person be held guilty?
Erle Stanley Gardner may have written
The Case of The Sleepwalker's Niece
and so on, but such cases in real life
are rare. Yel lhere was an infanlicide
in Tamil Nadu that had undertones of
somnambulism, or sleepwalking.

On the outskirts of a dusty village
in Madurai distric! was an enclosed bit
ol land with five mud-walled and
thaiched huis on il. Insecurily was the
main worry of those who lived in these
modest homes.

One October night, all was quiel
in the neighbourhood except for the
incessant barking of stray dogs and the
howls of jackals in the forest beyond.
Suddenly there was a loud splash from
the weslern side of the enclosed area,
where the common well [or the five
houses was.

Kamala, the owner of the property,
woke with a slart when she heard the
splash and, peeping through her
window, noticed lights in one of the

become mandatory for politicians,
bureaucrats and journalists.

Felicitations for two

n spite of the South’s low key

presence in the industrial scene of
India, heads of the two most powerful
business chambers, FICCI and
Assocham, are from Madras. The
President of FICCI is V L Dutt of the
KCP group and Assocham is headed

-by N Sankar of the Sanmar group.

Citizens of Madras are getting
together lo congratulate them both. And
who better 1o preside over the function
than another citizen of Madras,
Commerce Minister P Chidambaram.
The occasiort is bound to be interesting
and will be reviewed in a later issue
of Musings.

Importance of components

he Indian Shoe Federation, an

organisation promoted by India’s
medium and large sized footwear
manufacturer exporters, is organising an
exhibition called Shoe Tech 91 in
Madras. This is an exhibition of
footwear components manufactured by
Indian companies. It is also the first of
its kind to be held in the country.

“We need to encourage investment
in, and development of, lootwear
components within the country. There
is a shortage of quality manufacturers
of components. Unless we develop the
manufacture of components, India
cannol become a successful shoe
exporter,” says V Balaraman, president
of the Federation and also MD of
Pond’s.

Out of a total exports of Rs. 2600
crore, leather footwear and shoe uppers
constitute Rs. 800 crore. The Indian
leather footwear and shoe uppers
business has grown at a rate of about
35 per cent a year over the last two
years. Al present, the share of Indian
footwear and components in the world
marke! is barely .05 per cent. The
industry thinks that it can make a big
jump in export of footwear from
Rs. 800 crore to Rs. 4000 crage in the
next few years. But the lack of com-
ponent manulacturing skills and facilities
come in the way of achieving this.

houses. Pappathiamma and her lamily
lived there. She had recently given birth
lo a child and had not been keeping
well, the altereffects of frequenl
childbirth; the new arrival was her
fourth and one more mouth to feed.

The landlady woke her husband
and both rushed to the lighted house.
Pappathiamma was missing. They
immediately ran 1o the well and there

he run-of-the mill film

producers and directors of the
Tamil film industry have cause
for rejoicing and they are
virtually on Cloud Nine. For
Chief Minister Jayalalitha
announced in the Assembly that
the govérnment would establish
a ‘Film City’ on the campus of
the Film and T V Institute and
Film Division at Adayar,

Her package of incentives
included an increasing number
of awards and cash prizes besides
the constitution of an expert
committee to set up a University
of Fine Arts and Film Technology
which would become the only
one of its kind in the country.

A number of film men have
welcomed these incentives
announced by cine-goddess-
turned-astute-politician
Jayalalitha and showered
encomiums on her for boosting
the morale of the film industry.
Thijs is not at all surprising; in
the past too, they had described
both M G Ramachandran and
M Karunanidhi as the saviours of
the film indusiry whenever they
had announced some incentives
and some new awards.

D Ramanujam, General Sec-
retary of the TN Theatre Owners
Federation, praised the CM for
her commitment towards uplift-
ing the industry. But in spite of
various schemes and incentives

Will she — or won't she?

given to it by different CMs in the
past, no effort has been made by
anyone to give a boost to the film
medium in Tamil Nadu, where
the cinema is yet to shrug off the
tentacles of crass commercialism.

In neighbouring Karnataka
and Kerala, the art of cinema has
advanced tremendously over the
vears, producing some world-
class film-makers who have
brought fame and reputation to
the country itself. But it is a
crying shame that Tamil Nadu
took more than thirty years to

o by TK. Abdul Majeed

bag a National award for the
‘best film', while smaller
cinematographies in the country
bagged such awards even though
film industries in those states
were not developed to the extent
they have been in this state.
Unfortunately, cinema here has
been exploited more for uncine-
matic purposes, iike image-
building and capturing political
power, than for artistic ones.
The sheer power of the
medium has remained elusive as
far as the general run of
filmwallahs in Tamil Nadu is
concerned. For them, cinema is
at best a medium Yo rake in the
moolah and raore moolah.
Even those who come out of
the Adayar Film [nstitute, which

is much ‘senior’ to the hallowed
Pune Film Institute, are not
prepared to experiment with the
film medium to make outstand-
ing films. They are more eager
to join the ‘mainstream’ cinema
and dish out mindless movies far
removed from contemporary
reality. Life, the throbbing life
that's all around us, is not the
subject of their.films; dishum
dishum, knavery, and romance
are their preoccupations.

And when a film like Maru-
pakkam brings a National award
for the best film after a frust-
rating wait for such a coveted
award for over three decades, the
film has no takers here. That is
the real pity.

When two International Film
Festivals were conducted in the
City, one in 1978 and the
second in 1991, just a handful
of Tamil film-makers were on
hand to witness the films
screened. At the Hyderabad film
festival, an established Tamil
film-maker even lashed out
against testival films.

The need of the hour in
Tamil Nadu is the emergence of
a dynamic film culture — and
not more rasikar manrams. Will
Jayalalitha take steps to
encourage a vibrant film
movement in the State? That is
the million dollar question.

sad end — and

N S Krishnan and T A Mathuram

reigned supreme during the early
Forties and many producers projected
their comedy as one of the main
altractions of their films. "“Miss not lo
see N S Krishnan T A Mathuram
Comic!” So ran the main slogan in
many press adverlisements of films of
that era.

The two sailed merrily along until
the sensational Lakshmikanthan Murder
Case. which rocked South India during
1944.45, smashed their merry world
to bils. Along with another incredibly

her newborn baby. the whimpering
mother replied that the infant was inside
the well! Curiously. her husband now
prevented his neighbours from looking
for the baby. “Wait till daylight.” he
urged.

Al davbreak. he took off for the
neares! police station. where he filed
a complainl that his child was missing.
When the police arrived. they found

BY

CRIME NOTEBOOK

RANDOR GUY

they heard another splash from inside.
Peering inlo the well, they saw
Pappathiamma thrashing about in the
waler.

By now the neighbours had
qathered. Soon, someone brought a
rickety bamboo ladder and slid it into
the well. Slowly, the sick woman
climbed her way out, moaning all the
while. When a woman asked her about

the baby dead. floating near the surface.

The post mortem revealed that
death was due to asphyxia caused by
drowning.

Pappathiamma was charged with
murder and brought to trial before the
Sessions Judge, Madurai. The defending
counsel raised a novel and unheard of
plea on her behalf: SLEEP-
WALKING!

popular superstar. the singing sensation
of his day. M K Thyagaraja Bhaga-
vathar. and other small Iry. Krishnan
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was arrested charged with the murder
of the founding father of vellow
journalism in  South India,

(he Case of the Sleepwalking Mother

Pappathiamma’s husband entered
the witness box and told the Court on
oath that his wife was possessed by the
devil soon alter marriage. After being
treated by a country witch-doctor. she
was cured. but she continued to sulfer
from fits at intervals. Ever since her
fourth child. she was in the habit of
walking while asleep and also carried
the baby while sleepwalking. He had
therefore got inlo the habit of keeping
the baby by his side at night. Bul on
this fateful right, he was so fast asleep
that when Pappathiamma began walk-
ing in her sleep he failed ‘o notice her
picking up the baby. In short. the
defence was that the murder, if it was
one, was commitled while the accused
was sleepwalking and she could. there-
fore, have had no knowledge of what
she was doing!

The Sessions Judge, however. re-
jected the plea of sleepwalking as a
defence and convicted the accused to
a lerm of imprisonment. But did
Pappathiamma really walk in her sleep?
If she did. was she then guilty?

~a new beginning

C N Lakshmikanthan.. and sentenced
to imprisonment for life. Appeals were
filed both in India and London and.
after a 30-month sojourn in prison.
NSK was acquitted, coming out of jail
carly in 1947.

While Thyagaraja Bhagavathar's
film career now took a nose-dive, NSK
succeeded in resurrecting his and
emerged almost unscathed from the
ordeal. Besides acting, he also produced
and directed films like Nalla Thambi (a
re-hash of the famous Frank Capra
classic starring Gary Cooper, Mr Deeds
Goes lo Town), Manamagal and
Panam. In all these films, he made
comedy more socially-oriented and
even took to sermonising and preaching
his pet theories of social reform.

Changing trends in Tamil cinema
now made it difficult for him to hold
his position of pre-eminence at the box-
office. even though he had succeeded
in achieving the status of a cult figure
Meanwhile, the long term in prison and
the prolonged appeals had not only
caught up with his health but also
wrecked his finances beyond repair. He
was barely fifty when he died in 195¢.
A sad end indeed for one of the masters
of Indian screen comedy, who has been
compared favourably with that genius
of world cinema, Charlie Chaplin.

A disciple of NSK's, K A Thanga-
velu, made his mark with the exit of
his quru. Thangavelu too came to films
from thealre, this accounting for his
comedy being more verbal than visual.
He had an excellent sense of timing,
an essential quality for a comedian. He
also had a peculiar manner of delivering
his dialogue that caught the audience’s
fancy. The impact of it all was
extremely funny and made people
laugh.

(Continued on P.‘J')
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Ramnath Goenka s dead. The Magnificent Rebel” s no more. And Indian
ournalsm will never by quite the same again.

They don’t make them Tike hat amv more, Bhe the boxwallah from Marwar,
v wav of Dbarbansa in Bihar and Caleutta, who tursicd up 1 Madias lo represent
The Bombav Company. That all-india perspective Ted ham intor the Congress fold
and o vow i the 206 to wear onlv khadr. That was the pericd when, as a nominated
member in the Madias Legndative Coundil, he took on the nominators in the ceuse
o Subramania Bharathi and the freedom of expression. Sniv vears and more later

he died fighting for the same cause.

His successor s grandson he adopted as a <on as he lov ailing these past
few months. Viveh whatan Goenka has a great radition to Ine up o, but will
he prefer ssstems, MISs and desisn o that tradition? He revealed a bit of his mind
man mterview sath the Bombay magazine Soaety g couple of months before
Ramnathir~ death. The followmg prece s based partiallv on that inferview:

(By a Staff Reporter)

ts in the fitness of things that a young

man bom and brought up in Madras
is now at the helm of affairs at the
Indian Fxpress. After all. the paper had
its roots here and it was from this city
that Ramnath Goenka built his empire,
including transforming his favourite
paper into the countnv's only fruly
national newspaper.

The 33-vear-old. rather squat and
burly voung man who now heads the
Lxpress empire was born and brought
up in Madras, manv of those vears in
the city being spent under the watchful
ve of his grandfather, Ramnathii. It was
only in 1985 then he moved to Fxpress
fowers in Bombay, where the Grand
Old Man of Indian Journalism still keeps
a benign eye on the house he built. And
from there. Vivek Goenka, no longer
Khaitan. now runs the Lxpress empire
as the legally adopted heir of the Tamil-
speaking “seth” who once senved i the
Madras Legislature.

In a recent interview  with
Bombavs Society magazine. Vivek
Goena was quite candid. While
expressing the view that he was
determined to make the Indian Express
the No. 1 paper in eveny region where
it publishes, e also said that he was
very clear that the Iadian Fxpress is
a mission in the national interest and
not a busines™, and was, therelore, not
comparable with other papers.

He emphasised that the Indian
Ixpress “has always been, and will
always remain, an cditorial led
publishing group”. The anagement.
he said. will only support this culture,
and the Group will “only support
whatever is good for the country”™

For Paper
& Boards

RULDEEP
ENTERPRISES

54, Narayana Mudali Street
(1st Fioor) Madras-600 079.
Phone: 587595

Res: 518469

— THE EDITOR

Describing the role of a newspaper
he said. “A newspaper is a national
responsibility involving both political
and public life. It should inform,
cdicate and. sometimes, guide the
reader”. This was instilled in him by
his grandtather when “he forced me to
join the Group in 1985

He sees Ramnathii as having been
“more of a journalist and a newspaper-

man than a man with a commercial’

bottomline. His thrust has always been
editorial . Vivek Goenka expresses an
almost  childlike adoration of his
grandfather: 1 adore the man and
respect him for what he is. Very few
human beings are as selflessly dedicated
10 the nation as he is. He is a man whe
docs not hesitate to stake every farthing
he has for a national cause”

\Vivek Goenka, who is married and
has a five vear old son, was brought
up by his grandfather. his mother and
an uncle. An only child, he was
running a small-scale indusiry in
Madras when he was inducted into the
Group: that industry is still my only
source of personal income”

Ramnath Goenka came to Madras
via Calcutta about 60 years ago and.
in the years before the War, he was a
familiar figure on First Line Beach with
his brown bag, broking and dubashing,
wheeling and dealing in a moderate
way. One day. he heard of a newspaper
in frouble and made a shrewd purchase.
That buv he parlayed into a hundred
crore newspaper empire that s slill
growing today.

The Daily Express was founded by
R W Brock in the early years of this
century and lasted only six years. It was
Madras’s first moming paper and its first
enlertainer. When it folded, its press was
bought by a man who was to become
a fabled gossip and who was to die for
that weakness, Lakshmikanthan. The
exit of the Englishman’s Cxpress enabled
the vitriolic Varadarajulu Naidu, called
the Tilak of South India’ to start the
Indian Express in 1932. When he
struggled to make ends meet, the
legendary S Sadanand, who founded
Bombay's free Press Journal, tried to
help, but then decided he'd do better
slicking to his Bombay venture.
Ramnathii stepped inlo the breech an
eager buyer. Today, that paper he
bought in the mid 1930s is published
from 14 centres in six siates and two
Union Territories. In Tamil Nadu alone
it publishes from Madras, Madurai and
Coimbatore.
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SUSHEELA NAIR’s front page picture is very much a little bit of Madras. But, in fact, in colour, it looks

FIE R e grme.  UEMETRIAT

straight out of an English Christmas card catalogue. 1t is the chapel of St George’s Schoo! and Orphanage,
Poonamallee High Road. It is a church almost a hundred years old, but the oldest building on the campus is
the one above, Conwav House, 110 years and more and now used as a dormitory. But even this is not the original

THE
OLD...

building of the school that can be described as the oldest school in India & THE
10 impart a Western style education. Officially 275 years old, its beginnings ™ ° "
were even earlier in a school in St Mary’s in the Fort that was started in

NEW

the mviddle of the 17th Century. That school grew into St Mary’s Charity
School on the Island, the Boys’ and Girls' Asylums and, then, the Orphanages before becoming St George’s in

the 19th Century.

A world apart from these old world buildings is the new high-rise built on the site of Moore Market. The
Southern Railways' computerised reservation facilities and some of its offices are housed in this block of steel
and concrete that is dominated by glass. As though to make up for their insistence on this site at the expense
of Moore Market and a part of the ethos of Madras, the railway authorities have commemorated that Madras
landmark in a model in the parking lot. But even that they haven’t got quite right — the model's light hued,
not the rich Madrus red the market was. (Photographs by SUSHEELA NAIR).
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Chief Minister Jayalaitha’s first budget

session was remarkable and signifi-
cant in many ways. At one stroke, she
managed to put her foot down on any
altempts by the Centre to treal her as
some kind of a doormat, at the same
time she warned the DMK President
that she was ‘ready’ to take him on.

The Government resolution urging
the Centre to get back Kachativu, off
the Rameswaram coasl, was unexpect-
ed. Simultaneously came her accusation
that it was Karunanidhi who had lel
down Tamil Nadu by not acting
promptly on the Cauvery and
Kachativu issucs when he was in
power. She also met head-on the
DMK's pappathi (Brahmin woman)
speeches that have recently surfaced,
by announcing Government's inlention
of selting up a Vedic science institute
to propagate the treasurcs of the Divya
Prabhandams, Vedas. Agamas and the
Shastras.

Most Chief Ministers have a 100th
day in office. But Ms Jayalalitha's 100th
day, which capped the session, saw her
at her best. Members on both sides
marked their appreciation in a muted
way — with broad smiles and a
thumping of the desks. Life at the top
is lonely, suspicion-filled and
demanding. With a faint smile, she
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received their congratulations, but w:s
there ahint of amusement in her eye:?

No one watching from the sid"s
would have lorgolten her hour of
ignominy when she was humiliated by
a few DMK members in the lasl
Assembly. One who was watching on
the occasion, recalled a piece of British
history: the Prince of Wales when he
was a Naval cadel, was once seen
crying and complaining that his fellow
cadets took pleasure in kicking him!

THE VIEW FROM
FORT ST GEORGE...
by R.K.K.

The culprits, when confronted, are said
lo have remarked, ““Thal's so we may
tell others later we've kicked the British
king when he was younger”. That
prince, who became the Duke of
Windsor, unforiunately, never
made i to the fop. ayalalitha did.
Tribute is also due to the
Opposition, mutilated and moth-eaten
as it is, and the ill-at-ease Congress (1)
doing double duty as both ally and
zritic of the AIADMK. Both spoke oul
as best they could. When the House

preciation from all

expressed itself against the revival of the
Legislative Council, revoking the DMK's
earlier resolution for restoring the
second chamber, the Congress (I) was
nol for it and said so plainly, But during
voling time, the Party members were
nol present in the House.

Business during the second half of
the month-long session was mostly of
a routine nature and saw the passage
of a few bills. Of grealer interest were
the following announcements: Indus-
tries would be involved in road main-

" tenance; Government has urged the

Centre to announce 50 per cent
reservation in employment and
education for Backward Classes; an 80
crore modernisation scheme for the
State Police has been sent lo the Cenire
for 100 per cent grant; and Cable TV
is to be regulated, for which rules have
been framed.

There were also lighter moments,
like when the House laughed loud over
Minister Madhusudanan’s discomfiture

. at facing the Chief Minister. **Look -at

me and speak,” said Speaker Muthiah,
and the Textiles Minister's reply was:
"I can't. Chief Minister PuratchiThalaivi
is in-befween and when I look at her,
words will not flow.”" His eventual reply

contained several calchy bits of songs
from MGR films.

October 15-31, 1891
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s\ HEY! YOUVE CoMe BACK?| .
HOW WAS YOUR TRIPY....
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WERE RIGHT HERE, JUST AT
THE CORNER OF YOUR STREET.
...WE THINK],YOU SEE,WE
REALLY CANT SEE ANYTHING
THERE ISNT A LIGHT ANYWHERE
... MADRAS 1S TUST THE

QUIZZIN WITH NAVIN-13

Some improvement last fortnight. but slill not the bumper response a simple question

warrants. Another equally easy prize question this fortnight, so we hope the response
will be better.

Meanwhile, try and answer the first twenty questions on your own, before luming to the answers

on Page 8. Remember, Quizmaster NAVIN JAYAKUMAR takes all his questions from the local
newspapers of the fortnight mentioned in the coupon.

To win a prize, all you have to do is answer Queslion 21 correctly. Fill in the coupon

given belnw — which leaves space for your answer — and mail it to MADRAS MUSINGS
QUIZ 13, Clo. Lokavani Hall Mark Press. 62-63 Greams Road. Madras 600 006 before
5 p.m. on October 28th. The first three correct answers drawn will be entilled
o a prize of Rs. 100 each. We can't make it any simpler than that. can we?

1.
2.

3.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

20.

21.

Which Russian republic changed its name to Belarus?
What pair of animals arrived at Vandalur Zoo from Honolulu in
exchange for four gharials?

The US administration has asked India to fall in line on IPR. What
does IPR stand for?

. What was the codename of the Army’'s recent deployment in

Assam, which coincided with the dismissal of the AGCP
Government?

.V Sathiyamoorthy (AIADMK): “"We are able to see the difference

in their physique.” What was he comparing?

Who is the Delhi University Students’ Union President who
threatened to launch a “nation-wide movement” in protest against
the government's job reservation proposal?

Which Tamil organisation known to be sympathetic to the LTTE
has decided to return to the Sri'Lankan Parliament?

What type of buses will be experimented with in Madras city and
in Ooty soon?

Of which hot-spot African country has Mobuto Sese Seko been
President for 26 years?

Who retains the post of President of the BCCI (the cricket variety)
foliowing recent elections?

To whom did "amateur terrorist” Mohanraj write: “If you give me
Rs. 1 lakh, | will eliminate the one who wants to kill you", after
having said that he had been paid Rs. 50,000 to kill hert

A massive black basalt pillar, which formed part of the tomb of
the Portuguese conqueror of Goa. was recently discovered in Old
Goa by the Archaeological Survey of India. Who was this architect
of the Portuguese empire in South-east Asia?

David Krieff, a LA promoter, recently proposed a “Battle of the
Sexes” tennis match in Las Vegas. To which two tennis stars did
he offer a S 1 million “winner-takes-all" prize?

What has happened to the 'V’ of the 'V' and J’ city bus services
from September 20th?

What is the "Smriti Vana", a novel scheme to be launched by the
UP Government, all about?

For what shocking act was the Principal and two teachers of the
Laxmi Devi Jain Girls’ Senior Secondary Schoo! in Delhi arrested?

What is the controversial Resolution 3379 that President Bush
wants the UN to rescind?

Whose name will shortly join Muthuramalinga Thevar, Periyar.
Gandhiji, Ambedkar, Quaid-e-Millath, Valluvar, Anna. Rajaji and
Kamaraj? And in what way?

Who was recently elected to the Rajya Sabha from the Assam
Legislative Assembly constituency?

What novel method did the police recently adopt on the night
of September 19 to dispose of nearly 38,000 sachets of seized illicit

arrack?
The anaesthesia department of Massachusetts General Hospital

recently dedicated a fully equipped conference room in the name
of an Indian anaesthetist — a generous and charitable person who
helped a number of people in India and abroad and was also named
Best Teacher at Harvard Medical Schrol in 1989. His name?

QUIZ COUPON-13

NAME: s
ADDRESS: Lot

................................................................................................

‘——(The Fortnight of Sept. 16 to Sept. 30)—

PRIZE WINNERS
1st Prize: ANITHA ISAAC, Plot No. 4531, Y-134, Anna Nagar, Madras-600 040.
2nd Prize: M SADASIVAM, No. 5, 5th Street, 3rd Cross, Vijayaraghavapuram,

Madras-600 093.
3rd Prize: S PAVITHRA, 27, Mahalakshmi Street, T. Nagar, Madras-600 017.

ANSWER TO QUIZZIN'-12: Shenbagaraman Pillai

Down to business,
after the dazzle

s some of my' readers may

remember, | have been warned off
politics in this column by my gentle
editor who hates hurting anybody’s
feelings. Someone also wrole in
complaining that my polemic incursions
info politics were destroving the
otherwise lilv-white quality of Madras
Musings. Bul this is not really about
politics: it is only about some of our
politicians who've became legislators.

What made me think about legis-
lators was some of the proceedings
during the just ended session of the
Tamil Nadu legislature. which was
noleworthy for several things. First of
all. the Chief Minister was recognised
by all and sundry for what she really
is (according o them), namely the Earth
Mother. One ol.the legislators was so
overwhelmed by her presence that he
would not even look in her direction
when he had to make a speech — in
chasle Llizabethan English. if he had
been familiar with it, he might have
said: “Cover her face. mine eyes
dazzie.” Or altemately, “Cover my face.
she dazzles mine eyes.”

Though a number of useful
measures were adopled by the
Assembly — and the manwellous

An end — and

a beginning
(Contirued from P3)

Like his mentor, Thangavelu too
married an actress, M Saroja, who, like
Mathuram, became a part of his
comedy team. The husband and wife
tearn appeared in many films during the
Fifties and Sixties, creating launghter
wilh their own brand of humour. In
one successful movie, C V Sridhar's
Kalyana Parisu, Thangavelu played an
expert bluffer, caught in the web of his
own ‘bluffology’ by his shrewd wile
Saroja. These comedy sequences were
the film's highlight, conlributing to its
success. The sequences were brought
out as a long-playing gramophone
record and, later, as audio-cassetie lapes.
Even three decades and more after they
were first heard, they conlinue to be
popular, a fitting tribute to Thangavelu
and his comedy.

There was a lime when Thanga-
velu played the hero in a few films, but,
not unexpectedly, such attempls did nol
meet with much success. However, his
popularity as a comedian did not
diminish and he continued to appear
in several Tamil films. But soon, other
funsters, like Chandrababu and others,
began lo appear on the Tamil film
horizon and the comedy scene changed
once again. Never to be the same
again.

manner in which the Chief Minister
managed the proceedings must truly
and seriously be admired — it is this
deification that will long remain in
memory. [t was good to know that the
Chiet  Minister herself was so
¢mbarrassed by the equivalent of
Javalalitha Sahasranamam that she was
showered with, that she pulled up one

I@@king

aSKance

particular member. asking him to conie
to the point and no! wasle the
Assembly’s time. My respect for the
Chief Minister went up in direct
preportion to the embarrassment | felt
reading of this incident. I used to know
the lady well when she was a child and
neighbour. so | dare say she will now
not entertain such behaviour any more.
but will get ahead with the business on

hand.

Legislators’ demands

Mine is a column of record. even if
| repeat what most readers musl
kave Jearnt for themselves from press
reports. (Also. memories are short, and
vesterday's news is dead news.)
One of these pieces of news we all
Jeamt was that Government itself
authorised a variety of new allowances
lo the members of the Assembly. I'ine.
cne would think. but no. the members’
additional demands. including increase,
in salary, were such that the Finance

Minister had to throw up his hands in
the air. and say. more or less seriously,
that the entire- revenue of the State
would not be sufficient to meel their
demands.

Here is a listing of the demands (not
a complete one) of what the legislators
wanted in order to serve the State better:
increase in salary (I don't know what
the current salary of a legislator is. but
it is bound 1o be substantial compared
with that of the rest of the populace):
telephune allowance: compensatory
allowance and sitting fee: allowance for
postage: a typist-cum-assistant. And. of
course. a car, 'or at least an inlerest-
free loan to purchase the vehicle and
also construct a house™. While most of
these demands were made by one
member, they obviously represented a
consensus as they were all received by
the others with wild applause and
thumping of tables.

When the session ended. the
Speaker complimented 60 of these
members. out of a total of 200-some.
for attending the sessions regulardy. | rest
my unspecilied case.

S.K.
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A shop for all seasons

Are you looking for a shep for

all seasons, by any chance?

Then AMMA NAANA is the place
for you. Situated opposite Park
Sheraton, AMMA NAANA started
as a cold storage shop with a few
grocery staples like milk and
fruit and some imported items,
like bottled drinks and cigarettes.
What was initially a tiny shop
wedged between a liquor store
and a speciality grocery outlet
has now developed into a spac-
ious, brightly lit, .self-service
shop. You can find almost any-
thing here, including toilet
articles and books.

Because of its high turnover,
the food — especially the meat
— is uniformly of good quality.
Apart from excellent frozen fish,
chicken, mutton, minced beef
and veal, AMMA NAANA offers
breaded fish and chicken cutlets,
which are simply delicious. Then
there are the NILGIRI items like
cooking cheeses, jams, jellies,
tinned meats, pizzas, naans and
breads, as well as delectable
sweets and savouries from
GRAND SWEETS. Of course,
you will find any number of
seasonal fruits here, including
luscious custard apples and all
kinds of bananas.

Principally catering to the
exclusive Boat Club clientele,
AMMA NAANA is the ideal one-
stop shop for the harried
householder from any part of
town. Should you have any
problem locating the items on
your shopping-list, don’t hesitate
to seek help from the large
“mother-hen” figure behind the
counter. The lady and her brood
of assistants are right there to
make things easier for you.

Chettinad ethos

he Chettinad ethos is back in

fashion. So, if you wish to get
a whiff of the real stuff, why not
visit KARAIKUDI, which is
situated opposite NILGIRIS?
KARAIKUDI is decorated like the
inside of a Chettinad house, with
Tanjore paintings and exquisite
woodwork. The restaurant is
fairly large and divided into
booths. '

* While you listen to the gentle
strains of South Indian music,
you will be served on round
copper plates lined with banana
leaves. The water (which will be
boiled if you make a special
request) is served in traditional
jugs. The fare is varied — from
excellent biryanis, appams,
iddiappams, meatball curry,
prawn and fish curry to generous
helpings of fried seer fish and
large portions of sweetened

coconut milk to eat with the

FOODS. & FADS

appams. The accept, on the

whole, is on mild, subtle
flavours, which don't overwhelm
you. KARAIKUD], incidentally,
also undertakes catering.

The waifers — dressed in
panchakacham veshtis and
strange-looking caps — are
rather efficient and kept on their
toes by the crowds that frequent
this restaurant. Considering its
reasonable prices and good
wholesome food, it is not
surprising that KARAIKUDI is
packed to capacity at all times.
Or could this be the result of the

grace bestowed on the restaurant
by the benevolent deities, or
dwarapalikas, that greet you at
the door?

Try the ‘choke

You might have seen a strange-
looking, flower-like vegetable
with green leaves at the
PANAGAL PARK MARKET and
shuddered at the prospect of
eating iti This is the most highly-
prized vegetable item in France
and the rest of Europe — a
veritable gourmet's delight called
the artichoke. Try taking one
home.

Steam it, remove the petals
one by one, and eat them after
dipping them in lemon-butter
and garlic sauce. Take aut the
tender little hearts and add them
to your salads. You'll soon find
out what the fuss is all about.

True, artichokes here are a
little stringy and tough and
nothing quite like the specimens
you find in the West. But, what
the hell! For the price you pay for
them, you might as well enjoy
them.

V.K.

A case
of perfec
iming

he world-wide release of I Hope

(Indus, Rs. 250), by Raisa Gor-
bachev, musl rank high among the
cases of perfect timing in publishing
history.

Raisa, who has so far refrained
from giving interviews, fell compelled
by recen! events o break her silence
and discuss the impacl of her husband’s
policies, the nationality question, the
role of women in Soviet society and
her hopes for the fulure. Writlen in the
form of an interview, Raisa moves back
and forth in time to recall her
childhood, couriship and marriage to
Mikhail and her experiences while
meeling the likes of Margaret Thalcher,
Nancy Reagan and Barbara Bush.

From the turmoils of the Soviel
Union to the smouldering cauldron of
Kashmir, the turgidly titled My Frozen
Turbulence in Kashmir (Allied,
Rs. 275} is Jagmohan's voluminous

Il's festival time. And holiday time as
well. Three crunchy snacks to fill the
insatiable appetites of growing chrildren.
They are a great favourite with adults
too. Finish with a spicy Fruit Chaat.
Not quite sweet, not quite salty — just
indescribably tangy, really.

BHEL PURI

10 cups puffed rice

3 cups thin sev

20-25 crisp Iried pooris, coarsely broken

1% cups boiled, peeled and chopped
polatoes

1% cups chopped onions

1 cup chopped coriander leaves

Salt 1o taste

To make Tamarind Chulney

soak in waler
for 2 hours.

Y% cup tamarind ],
% cup seedless dates

% teaspoon chilli powder
1% teaspoons dhaniya powder

Add a touch of ¢!

ass to your Bedroom

with Cushion Covers
and Bed Spread
from

Elegant Living

'No.7 5th Avenue, Besant Nagar, Madras-90

Ph: 4910629

G-9 Eldorado, 112 Nungambakkam Hig Road, Madras-34
Ph: 473120
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Y2 feaspoon cummin seeds powder (jeera)
Sall to taste

Squeeze oul the lamarind juice.
Strain.- Boil the tamarind juice for a
minute or two. Cool. Add the chilli
powder, salt, dhaniya powder and jeera
powder. Mix well. Set aside

To make Coriander Chutney

6 green chillies grind 1o a
1 cup coriander leaves fine paste,
Y2 inch piece ginger adding a litfle
4-6 garlic cloves waler.

How to proceed

Add to the pulled rice the sev and
broken pooris. Add- the chopped
potatoes and onions. Mix well. Add the
green chulney and tamarind chutney
according to your laste. Add salt.

Garnish with the remaining sev.,
chopped coriander leaves and
remaining poors.

Serve immedialely.

SAMOSAS
Y% kg polaloes, boiled in their jackels,
peeled and cut into 2" cubes
cup shelled peas, boiled (optional)
green chillies, chopped fine
teaspoon whole cummin seed {jeera)
leaspoon oasted cummin  seeds,
powdered fine
Y% teaspoon lurmeric powder
Y% teaspoon amchoor
3 ths ol
{ bunch of coriander leaves chopped fine
Oil for decp Irying
Salt lo taste

—_— N T

for the dough

2 cups maida
3 tbs ol
Salt to tasle

Method

Heat the three tablespoons ail. Add
the cummin seeds. Add the chopped
green chillies, peas and polatoes. Stir
for a minute. Add the turmeric powder,
amchoor, roasted cummin seeds
powder and salt. Mix well. Add the
chopped coriander. Mix well and sel
aside.

Sieve together the flour and salt. Mix
in the oil. Add enough waler and knead
to a stiff and smooth dough.

Divide into 12 balls. Roll out each
ball into a six-inch disc. Cut in half and
shape each half into a cone. Fill the

“cone with 1 to 2 teaspoons of the filling
and seal the cone with a liltle water.

Make all the samosas similarly. Heal
oil and fry the samosas till golden and
crisp. Drain and serve with a chutney.

BREAD PAKORAS

8  slices of bread (each cul diagonally inlo
4 Iriangles)

1% cups besan (bengal gram flour)

Y2 teaspoon chilli powder

i leaspoon cummin seeds (jeera)

Y2 teaspoon dhaniya powder

! onion, chopped fine

2 green chillies. chopped (ine

1 small bunch coriander leaves, chopped
fine

Salt to tasle

QOil for deep frying

Method
Make a batter with besan, chilli

powder, dhaniya powder. cummin °

seeds and salf.
Add the chopped onions, gruzn
chillies and coriander leaves. Mix well.
Heat oil. Dip the bread triangles in
the batter and fry till crisp and golden.
Drain and serve hot with a tomalo
kefchup.

FRUIT CHAT

3 ripe bananas, pecled and sliced
i apple, chopped fine

2 ripe guava. chopped fine

To make the Chal Masala

3 reaspoons amchoor

Y2 leaspoon asafoetida powder

Y2 teaspoon dry ginger powder

Y% teaspoon chilli powder

| teaspoon rock sall, powdered

I teaspoon ordinary salt

1% teaspoons jeera, toasted and powdered

Mix the above ingredients and set
aside.

How to proceed

Mix the chopped fruits. Sprinkle the
chal masala according o laste. Serve
immediately.

C.P
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defence of his two terms as Governor
of that state: Jagmohan traces the history
of the state frem prehistoric times fo the

present and analyses the reasons behind

the mess crealed by various govern-
ments. Indian politicians are severely
exposed for their duplicity and

_ON THE
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corruption, and the role of Pakistan in
fanning terrorism is dealt with in greal
delail. Jagmohan's book'is certain to
cause much conlroversy in the months
lo come.

Rajiv Gandhi: The End of a

Dream (Viking, Rs. 250) by Minhaz_

Merchant is the first major biography
io be released afler the assassination.

This is not a quickie bul a well

researched biography that has taken six

years o wrile. Merchant traces the

family history from Kashmir in the
1700s lo the Prime Ministerships of
Nehru and Indira. Not lo be forgotten
is 'the contribution of Rajiv's father
Feroze in the shaping of his son’s
characler. Merchant moves on to Rajiv's
track record as politician, Prime Minister
and, finally, as leader of the Opposition,

assessing along the way his achieve-

ments and failures.

- The last couple of years has seen- -
the publication of some fine-anthologies -

of Indian women's wriling, such as the
Slate of Life and The Inner
Courtyard. Edited by Susie Tharu
and K. Lalita, Women Writing in
India (OUP, Rs. 525) promises (o be
the mother of all such anthologies as
it covers a period from 600 BC to the
present. Volume |, that has just been
released, ends with the early 20th
Century, while Volume Il will be

devoted to wrilers born in the 20th

Century. From rebel medieval poels, to
early examples of literary crilicism,
feminist theory and history, the
selections try to undo the wrongs of a
male bias that have kepl these wrilings
in oblivion.

Turning lo lighter stuff, literary
bogeyman Stephen King retums with
Four Past Midnight (NEL, £ 2.50).
Over the years King has become a one-
man mduslry with new litles hitting the
stands ai regular intervals. His booke
have seen successful spin-offs inio films

and television and he has a committed
following around the world. Love him -
or hate him; there’s no denying thal &
King has broadened the frontiers of the - §
horror genre like no one before. -~
A weather Dballoon carrying
sensilive information has craslied in =~
Switzerland. Commander Bellamy of - §

U.S. Intelligence is sent in lo locale the

len wilnesses to the incident. But as he
conducts his search, Bellamy finds -

himself being haunted by an unknown
lethal force..... Is this the plot of the

latest Ludlum or Forsyth? Actually, it’s -

Sidney Sheldon making a loray into

thriller writing with The Doomsday |

Copspiracy (Indus, Rs. 50). No- - § colour”, According to the curator of the

doublt his fans will fap it up, whlle {he_;-'..

critics lear it apart! !
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An institute for body languages

A Decol dream for Madras

Languages of the Artforms was lhe

talk of art circles last fortnight.
Laurenl Decol, a master of mime from
France, who had mesmerised audiences
a few months ago, presented a new
show recently at Rani Seethai Hall. This
one was inspired by his Indian
experience. India, particularly Madras,
seems o have mesmerised him in tum
and, now, he has an ambition of setting
up an international institule for body
languages in Madras.

His dream is thal great artists of
various countries will visit the institute
as leachers/students. Besides imparting
training, the institute, in his vision, will
also have a repertory group which will
present productions evolved from these
interaclions.

Theatre people, dancers, musicians,
painters, scholars and journalists met to
discuss the project al the Alliance
Francaise on College Road. While most
of them welcomed the project, there
were some fears expressed about the
dilution of our tradition with excessive
interaclion and the need to be vigilant
to see that this did not happen.

Karaikudi Subramanian, a ninth
generation veena player from the great
Karaikudi tradition, said he had no such
fears. It is true, he said, that our English-
educaled elite has just begun to look
at the potential of our traditional art
forms, but these art forms have survived
an intellectual oppression by a political
power that had judged our arts as erotic
and ruled us based on their own literary
and philosophical traditions. After
Independence, when the dance revival
took place, we needed to prove our
artforms were more than that eroticism
and ritual. But, today, we can candidly
reassess them because our interests in
who we are or what we are no longer
need to be justified to cutsiders. We can
approach our artforms on our own
terms. An international institute for body

languages would bring an additional
dlitter to the conservalive Madras art
scene, he felt.
Krishna in variety
t the “Language of Dance 91"
minar on Krishna organised by

Janardhanan, the star of the RASA seminar
on Krishna and the Language of the Dance.

RASA (whose main purpose is to bring
the ariform of dance within the reach

of the physically and economically,

handicapped), acclaimed greals of
Bharatha Natyam, Kuchipudi, Odissi
and Kathakali came together at the

Narada Gana Sabha on Oclober 5th
to present episodes from the stories of

- Krishna. There was Krishna as an
enchanting infant, as a mischievous
youth, an amorous lover, as a kind-
hearted [riend, as an extraordinary
politician and, of course, as the God
who inspired confidence in Arjuna by
delivering the Bhagavad Gila. The
seminar was an enriching experience.
But missed was Madras's own Krishna
Premi, V A K Ranga Rao, who could

The View from the Wings... by V.R. Devika

have added to the whole experience
with his enlivening Krishna quotes.
One of the most brilliant moments
of the RASA seminar was the depiction
of Krishna as a peace messenger. This
was presented in the Kathakali style by
Janardhanan. The Kalakshelra slar is in
a class by himself, as was seen in his

brilliant portrayal of both Duryodhana
and Krishna. Son of that legendary
Kathakali guru, Chandu Panicker,
Janardhanan has remained loyal to
Kalakshetra. On this occasion, his
presence and powerful performance
elevated the seminar proceedings.

Musical ‘eccentricity’
he Madras Theatre Club of Mithran
Devanesan is organising a solo

variety enlertainment by Martin Palmer,
The Royal Show, on Oclober 24th at
7 p.m. at the Rani Seethai Hall.

Patmer will present pieces from
Noel Coward and take a musing look
al the aris al Buckingham Palace over

‘the last 200 years. Therelll also be
songs and tunes for piano and clarinet.
And all you wanled to know aboul
Gilbert and Sullivan as well. Whew!
that sounds quite a variety!

Once a child actor, then lrained as
a classical pianist and clarinelist at the -
Royal College of Music, Palmer has
travelled around the world twice
already giving his musical ‘eccentricities”

Nataraja Philosophy

An impressive lalk on the philosophy

of the dancing Nataraja was given
by Asan Gnanasambandar at Abhinaya
Sudha in Shastrinagar. The nearly blind
Asan was delightiully humorous, down-
to-carth in his philosophic approach and
narraled innumerable stories to enliven
his topic.

ep Theatre' is the prolessional or

semi-professional theatre of
America’s smaller cities lhal gives its
fellow citizens a chance to see the best
in English language plays. These rep
theatres are the training grounds of
America's young actors and actresses,
the best of whom often make it o
Broadway. One such company is the
Arlists Repertory Theatre of Poriland,
Oregon. And its little group on four, in
its lone performance in Madras, lived
up to the high reputation of rep for
professionalism.

For Madras, Artists” Rep chose the
play Dniving Miss Daisy, which won
for author Allred Uhry a Pulitzer Prize
in 1988. Seeing the play long after the
multi-Oscar-winning film of it reached
Madras, the City audience had an
opportunity 1o judge how the stage
handled a theme so much easier o deal
with in film. To age 20 years in 90
minutes without,a break in the entire
performance, to re-creale for mosl of
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the lime on that same slage the
dominant action of the play. a chauffeur
driving his mistress, and io make both
enuirely believable was the achievement
of Artists’ Rep and a demonstration of
how professional theatre can handle as
plausibly as film a tale better suited io
the screen.

The most ingenious part of director
Allen Nause's production was the two
rows of love seats, one behind the other,
al one comer of the unchanging sel.
Those love seals represented all the cars
the burly, black illiterate Hoke Colebum
drove over the years, shifting gears,
tilting mirrors, gently braking, while that

A reason to

When Jodl Raflier, Director of
Alliance [rancaise, Madras,

organised Rimbaud 91, Un été Indien.
he did more than bring 19 artists
together in an exhibilion of
contemporary Indian art. It certainly
brought Arthur Rimbaud and his prose
poems lo scores of viewers who might
never have known about this “mystic
in the savage state” who, in a way.
ushered in the symbolist movement in
European Literature. More importantly
{and here relevant o us), the exhibition
braided sinews inlo a frangible relation-

ship between the artists and the larger
sociely. It save the people an opport-
unity lo understand their artisls and to
respond to them, albeit only in lerms
of personal sensibility-. or finile
experience. [l suggesied that it may, after
all, be possible for the likes of you and
I lo assay art and, perhaps, to even rale
the artisls.

Raffier inviled the better known
artisis of Madras to respond lo the
poelry of Rimbaud — to the universal
soul of his powerful images. Some of
the artists chose entire verses, others
opled for single lines, yel others word -
images. They painled or moulded in

E answer to those lines. "l was inspired,”
4 said an artist,
N poetry, but to live in terms of form and

“nol to illustrale his

exhibition, “‘These painters have all

S reacted from the poinl cf view of shapes
GAUTAM PADMANABHAN :

and aesthelics according to their own

cullure and genius 10 the life-work of
Rimbaud...”

The exercise paid off well. The
arlists produced works of quality. The
casualness that fends lo creep into an
occasional work was conspicuously
absent. Maslerpieces hung alongside
fascinating pieces. Some spoke, others
altracted.

To cile an example, Valsan Kolleri's
bronze and terracotla sculpture, 45 cm
across, look centre stage in ils own right.
li suggesied a “live” jar on its belly —

[ o by Elizabeth Roy

savagely malernal. The longer you
looked, the more possibilities it yielded.
The words beneath, reinforced what
had already been gleaned — “The
Queen, the Witch who lighls her fire
in an earthen pot, will never tell us
whal she knows, and we do not” (After
the Flood). The poem, the arlist, and
the viewer — all fuse in the aggregate
that is the piece.

In spite of yoursell you are drawn
(o the chilling blue of Vasudev's canvas.
The initial impact is unsettling, and a
feeble altempl 1o escape from s grip
does not really change the situation.
Then, very slowly, the “deep blue he”
emerges and with him the lighter
touches of pink and the lightening of
the blue lowards white — little figures
afloal. You feel alraid to speak what you

paint
see. The caplion is from Ltemity: “From
the applause of the world, and the
striving of Man, you set yourself free
and fly as you can”. The encounter
generales a thought lo live with.

Again, artists like Adimoolam, Lalu
Daniel Mareau and Viswanadhan
opened dialogues through more literal
inferpretations. There were also
bewilchingly mystic translations, like
those of Douglas, which evoked a kind
of subconscious response. There were
other paintings wildly beautiful, crealed
with a feel for colour and form. They,
however, had little to do with Rimbaud
and less lo do with the lines of their
choice.

The variety offered invaluable
leaming experience. Despile their better
senses, people felt inclinec lo rate the
artists and fo classily them: inlo arists
of thought, form and colour, and arlists
of only form and colour. They dis-
linguished belween those versalile
enough {o get across io the mundanily
ol the mainstream of social lile and
those who worked out of their creative
exigencies, lempered only by their
minds' frame set. The array threw up
these arlists who could explain their
work before painting them, those who
were in-tolal control of their medium
and mind. In shorl, Rimbaud, An
Indian Summer has given the ordinary
Madrasi a little more confidence lo
stand long enough before a work of art
o say, “‘Maybe, | don't like il after all”

imperious Southem Jewish lady Miss
Daisy sat stiffly in the back seat and
was genlly seduced, belween the ages
of 72 and 90. into becoming a gentle
friend from an overbearing grande
dame. In the process, the splendid
performances of | P Phillips and Vana
O’Brien overshadowed the sporadic
entries and exits of Allen Nause who
rather overplayed his role as Miss
Daisy's son and middle-aged American
businessman in search of community
awards.

Phillips and O'Brien may have gol
off to a slow start, but by the lime Miss
Daisy was readylo teach her chauffeur
(o read, by the time Hoke was ready
fo tumn up {o tend her on a day the
weather had paralysed all Georgia, and
by the lime she was ready for the old
folks” home. the disparate couple had
most of the audience ready to cheer.
By that time oo, most in the audience
had got a hang of their accents too.

Hoke's Southern Nigra accent may
have been polished up a bil for non-
American audiences, bul il slill took a
piece 1o calch up with it. Miss Daisy
may have been easier fo follow, but nol
by much at limes. Both were not
helped by the, acoustics of the Music
Academy, especially on the sides, where
the perspective of the stage also tends
to suffer and viewers get a stilted view
of even the best.

The size of the stage too was
undoubtedly a bit of a handicap. A
“little theatre”” group would very likely
have preferred a smaller stage for the
riumerous entries and exits of the cast.
Too often, here, you were lelt watching
one leaving and missing the entry of
the one coming in,or one was almosl
literally ireading on the heels of the
other,

These minor hiccups did not, how-
ever, affect the impact this small rep
group created. Could the Madras
Players or some other newer local
group pioneer similar theatre in the city?
Bombay appears to be getting several
semi-rep groups jumping into the theatre
act and, foday. there’s English theatre
round the year in that western capital.
Will Madras follow that lead?
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against all odds.

Mohammed Riaz?

Who'l give a gym?

Tbe story in these columns last fortnight, of Prem Dogra and the
munificence of the Thapar clan, who are giving him the opportunity
to take a crack at a world title, attracted a lot of attention. But who in
Tamil Nadu is prepared to take a page out of the Thapar book?

If there is some such organisation, there's at least one deserving case
who could do with its help. And I've no doubt there are several others
too. The champion I'm thinking of is S Gopalakrishnan, who recently
won a bronze in the 9th World Junior Powerlifting Championships

Powerlifting might not be the most glamorous of sports in India, but
a world ranking is an achievement out of the ordinary, whichever way
you look at it. Jobless Gopalakrishnan, from a poor Coimbatore family,
got his bronze with a total lite of 507.5 kg, trailing a Finn (552.5 kg)
and a Taiwanese (520 kg). But he was a winner in the last Indian
nationals with a total of 540 kg.

) That he failed to reach silver standard in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, could

well have been due to the fact that he arrived there with very little in
his pocket and was hard put fo it to make ends meet. Short on nutrition,
he was hardly in the best condition to compete, a condition worsened
by all the anxiety he had had to go through before emplaning. rushing
from pillar to pawnbroker to raise the wherewithal for the money he
needed for the airfare-alone-paid trip.

The nationals have now come around again and a good performance
by him could see him go to the World senior championships in Sweden
in December. By then, will he be able to find a gedfather in heavily
industrialised Coimbatore? Even if he does, it may be too late to boost
his chances this year, but a few years of the kind of support Dogra is
getting could work wonders. Is there a Coimbatore or Madras
businesshouse that could provide a gym for Gopalakrishnan? Or for
weightlifter Chandrasekhar? Or facilities for hockey star-in-the-making

Who'll answer the cry of so many who are talented?

Polo again at

the Mount

By AJAX

Polo is here again. After motor-racing
and golf had had their annual run,
the equine sport has taken its turn, and
has done so with a bang; as it were.
*The lortnight-long season, featuring two
foreign teams, one from New Zealand
and the other from the USA, is
scheduled to conclude on October 17.
The foreign teams’ participation has
helped Madras steal a march over the
other Indian centres of Jaipur, Calcutta
and Delhi. It boosted the season’s
tournaments 1o a record ten, eclipsing
the figure that even that ancient polo
centre, Jaipur, could boast of.

Come Septemter, and the Indian
Army's Mohite Stadium at St. Thomas
Mouiit wakes up from its slumber to
steal the city's sporting limelight thanks
{o the drive and initiative of the Officers’
Training Academy and the Madras Polo
and Riders Club. When the curtain is
finally brought down on the 1991
seasor:, the joint organisers will have

provided a hectic forinight

ANSWERS TO
QUIZZIN’ 13

1. Byelorussia, 2. Pygmy hippos, 3. Intel-
lectual Property Rights, 4. Operation
Bajrang, 5. The Tamil Nadu Police and the
Black Cat commandos protecting the Chief
Minister, 6. Rajiv Goswami, whose self-
immolation attemp last time round sparked
off a series of copycat attempts, 7. EROS
(Eelam Revolutionary Organisation of
Students). 8. Baltery operated buses,
9. Zaire, 10. Madhavarao Scindia, 11. Baby
Shamli of Anjali, 12. Alonso de
Alberquerque, 13. Jimmy Connors and
Monica Seles, 14. The V" has become 'R’
(for unspecified reasons!), 1. (realing forests
with the help of people desirous of planting
trees in memory of their near and dear ones,
16. For the forcible stripping of Class-X girls
in search of Rs. 150/- reportedly lost by a
student. 17. ““Zionism is a form of racism
and racia! discrimination”, 18. These are the
9 portraits in the TN Assembly. They wilf
shortly be joined by MGR, 19. Dr Man-
mohan Singh, :£0: They threw 2 large
number of the oni the:Anna Flyover so
that they gafcrushed by passing vehicles.

Hosting a foreign team is no joke.
Enlertaining two such teams costs a tidy
sum. Bul their status being what it is,
the OTA and the MPRC had little
difficulty in winning the patrenage of
big business. ITC, UB Group, SPIC,
Gaitonde Corium, Dyanora and the Taj
Coromandel Group all readily
responded to the call of the organising
commillee, which has B. Sivanthi
Adityan, newspaper magnate and
Indian Olympic Association president,
Maj.-Gen. Naresh Oberoi, Comman-
dant, OTA, and AC. Muthia, indust-
riglist and MPRC president, as its
patrons.

The MPRC may truly be called the
senior partner of the organising pair. lts
predecessor, the Madras Riding Club,

with M.A. Chidambaram as Chairman

and S. Govind Swaminathan as a
dynamic secretary, had almost single-
handedly carried on for decades until
the MPRC took over with A C. Muthia
as ils president and the late
MV. Prakash as secrelary. None the
worse for the change in name, the
MPRC, with Prakash as its driving
power, lost no time in winning the
support of the UTA (then Officers’
Training School) to put polo and horse
shows on a firm footing in Madras.

I{ the Mohite Stadium today has a
place on the world equine map, it is
no small measure due lo the dedicated
work put in by Prakash and his
committee members. He was secretary
for decades until he died in December
1988.

Hailing from a .amily of
greal national sporting . repute, with
Buchi Babu Nayudu, C. Rama-
swamy, M. Baliah, M. Verkataraman-
julu and others as its leading lights,
Prakash had made his mark in cricket,
tennis and other sports, but it was as
an amateur rider and polo player that
he excelled, and was at his best as an
organiser of the equine sport.

It was in the fitness of things that a
MYV. Prakash Cup was, albeit at the last
moment, added to the Cup-studded
fortnight. It was a worlhy memorial.

Women’s hockey
sparkles again

M(s Olga Frohlich is perhaps the sole

surviving link, even if the well-
known Madras educationist and
Western music director seems to have
lost interest in a game she had adomned
for long. The rest of a line-up which
decades ago helped Madras women's
hockey pull the crowds, and scale the
heights on the national scene as well,
have all departed from the land of their
birth. They include such unforgettable
stars as Noreen Hughes, Shelagh Rod-
ricks, Marie Sheppard and Marie van
Geyzel. Their names, which no doubt
suggest why affer Independence they
all preferred other lands to their
motherland, came to mind while
watching the concluding match of the
Madras District  Women's Hockey
Association’s league championship,

With the almost wholesale emig-
ration of such all-star clubs like Sea-
Gulls and Shamrocks, women's hockey
in Madras was as good as dead.
Fortunately for its fans, a few
enthusiasts, including I.Passagne,
another link with the glorious past, even
if only as an official, not only revived
it a few years ago but also enlisted the
patronage of such sport-minded persons
as Mrs Shamsheer Padamsee to ensure
its growth. Mrs Padamsee is now the
MDWHA president, and has had little
difficulty in getting for the league
championship the sponsorship not only
of Eagle Flask Industries but also of
Bhandari Inter-State Carriers and Arjan
Das Gokuldas.

The sponsorship has produced
excellent results. The quality of hockey

Speeding to victory
t made no headlines in India. And
5o, yet another Indian champion has
had to hide his light under a bushel.

The champion in this case is Tamil
Nadu's own Lanka Ravi. And his feal
thal captured no headlines was winning
the Third Asian Rapid Chess
Championships which were held in
Doha {(Qatar) recently.

The International Master won the
titte by securing 10 points in 13
malches. Now he’s looking forward lo
the World Rapid Chess Championships
next vear, for which he has qualified
with this victory.

indian chess and chessmen are
cerainly on their way — UP.

Rolling along
ts captured the imagination of sports-
persons in several paris of ihe north
and east of the country. Il was only a
malter of time before roller skating
qathered a following here loo.

That time appears to have now
come. A len-day camp was recenlly
held in the city lo gel those with
“young hearts”" addicted lo the sport
and trained in “artistic roller skating”
from all reports, the camp was a
modest success.

Whal intrigued this writer, however,
was whether the adverlisemeni
announcing lhe training was a call fo
roller skalers or for ‘investors’ of
“Rs. 250/- on a pair of skates” The
advertisers, however, also announced
their affiliation to the Roller Skaling
Federation of India. Presumably that
should make mixing business with
pleasure all right.

SPORTSWATCH

the league final between Gymkhana
Club (not Madras Gymkhana Club)
and Egmore Club produced under-
scored the fact that the game was none
the worse for the eclipse it suffered. If
indeed a discreel veil is put over the
lack of finish, the scene was reminiscent
of what People’s Park, Ordnance

Ground and: other old venues had
provided almost every evening during
the heyday of the sport in the City.
Both the Gymkhana, who won
2.0, and Egmore, a leam of schoolgirls,
fought it out to the last. In doing so,
they threw up an atmosphere of joy,
entertainment and rivalry, which few
other disciplines provide in the same
measure, and for which alone women’s
hockey deserves greater encouragement
than what it gels ai present, especially
from the media. This was commented

on not only by the crowd that enjoyed
a lively duel but also by MDWHA
officials, who were heard lo say that
the game got but stepmotherly treat-
ment at the hands of mainline dailies,
which were more concerned with the
Nth division league cricket resulls.

Stella Maris, YMCA College,
Government Arts College and Winning
X, all youthful sides, were the others
in the league field. Participation of so
many teenagers is a sign of the times,
and is mainly due to the encourage-
ment the sport got from Eagle Flask's.
Fittingly enough, Mr Padamsee got a
big hand when he arrived as one of
two chief guests on the final day. Came
the prize distribution function, and it
was Mrs Padamsee’s turn lo introduce
the two chief guests to the teams. But
the unique distinction of a lady
introducing her husband was somewhat
spoilt as the other chief guest was, no
doubt inadvertently, left behind — the
price one has 1o pay for sharing the
limelight.
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The ordinary is so mundane. So predictable. What catches the
eve, is an extraordinary creation.

When rich burgundy or black leather protect the finest paper
with exquisite printing, you will call it the creation of a
masterpiece. The extraordinary, the choice of those with a
distinguished taste. Yours?

Set aside the ordinary. Reach for the extraordinary. Reach for
Hallmark Classique Diaries!
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