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. Do. we in the cily realise we ve gol '
not one but TWC -vorld cham-

pions? Have the achievements of Maria
 Irudayam  (Men) and Anu Raju

An island
of -
contentlon

(By a Staﬂ Reportl’r)

. lo the. fishermen: of Rameswaram.
. Kachativu hisiorically belonged: lo;
) lhe Selhupathxs of- Ramanathapuram,

“one-of the major- principalities of thie"
- ancient South: When the Portuguese -
.occupied. Jalfna in.the 16th Century,:
“they also made. Kachahvu ‘part of lhenrn B
Jaffna domam In time, both India and -
Ceylon ‘become - part of the British .
“Empire and Kachativu was ‘proclaimed”

: belongmg to India.”"

~"Over all this: penod the: flsherfolk{:-:‘
| ontboth sides of the Palk Strait happily, -
Shared the’ hshmg in the area and treated. -
- Kachativu. ‘as- thelr joint property. A |
 shrine to Si Anthony.on the island was~ ‘
;held sacred by. both ‘and" ils annuall’,}fv
festival: was: a’mela. attended by both

~lnd1an and Ceylon fishermen.

- Whei il became a world- wide © ||
{ issue in-the Slxhas and Seventies, and |
“offshore oil ‘an even- bigger pnonty o
Ceylon — ‘by.now Sti Lanka — began "}
" eyeing Kachalivu. This happened to be -+ ||

the: penod of greal officialand personal
friendship bétween the world’s first two

“women Prime Ministers, Indira Gandhnﬁ -
‘and’ Sirimavo._Bandaranaike —so ||
“Mrs-Gandhi sealed that friendship by.
cedmg Kachativu to Sri Lanka. The -
fisherfolk of Ramanalhapuram andof

‘Rameswaram in ‘particular, were not~ . [| .
consulted-about-the loss of traditional - |-

llshmg rights that would follow. -

Tt those “rights more. than the o
lsland 1lsell that  Chief . M:mster;

f; layalalttha wanls raslored
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Do We know we Ve got tWO of them 7

(By The Corner Flag)
(Women), on the carom boards of the

- world recently, sunk in? Where are the

arches and banners of welcome, the.

congralulatory messages - from - the

political leadership, the promises of

prizes from Govemment, the profiles in -
the newspapers? All- The Comer flag
has seen is a small and sparsely lettered

while banner outside the Defence Pay

- &-Accounts Office in Alwarpel, con-

gratulating Anu.Raju-and presumably
put up by Colleagues or teammales.

It must be presumed that thns lack
‘of adulation ‘is because carrom, basi-

| cally of Indian origin, is played only

| Chlel Mmlster ]ayalahthas ploy to. -
keep in ‘the Tamil. Nadu limelight -
has been her demand for the restoration -
of Kachalivu to India — and, thereby,
to Tamil Nadu and, ‘more specifically..

in abotit a dozen countries and only

half of them were in Delhl Yet it is seen

as quite logical fo fiff reams with cricket,
competed for at world level by no more

than eight countries, the senior seven

and the representatwe of no more than

15 other countries. And no matter how
miuch billiards champlons moan aboul
~ the lack. of altention_ paid to’ them

compared to. the Kapils and Sunils of

the world they toc are considered more -
genuine world champ:ons than lhe'_ :
carrom: players even though their game
s played in. only about *as many -
countries as carrom is. And as for the -

"by. Queen- Vlcloraa a temlory -song and dance made aboul wmmng »

MANAALI HAMAN. .o

N MaD. MAD MaDRASE

the Asiad kabbadi mle. is that a game
even Asian in extent? :
It is against this background tha it

' seems sad that the achievements of

Irudayam and Anu Raju are unhonour-
ed and unsung. But, curiously, when
the world stealthily — and unnoticed
by India— catchesup withithe game. as

it did with hockey, and when Indiano -
longer wins world titles, the counlry

will beat the message out loud that il
is tragic the way standards have fallen.

And make no mislake about it; just as
India lost its grip on hockey. it is slowly

losing its grip on billiards and will lose
s grip on kabbadi and carrom as well.
The Japanese and Chinese have
begun taking a long look at kabbadi
- —and they could still do to.it what.
the South Koreans did to our hockey:
Carrom is* becoming increasingly -

popular in Switzerland, Gérmany and

the Netherlands and those countries are-

determined to popularise it by holding

. a Furopean championship.:In those

circumstances, India’s world crown and
the world crowns of the. Madras in-

dividuals might not last lonig unless they‘. :
" are projected as role-models to the rest:
of the country. But who really cares'
about world champlons — or any olher‘

champions in non-elitist sports.

-~ India till it is too late? Will Tamnil Nadu
. and Madres take the lead in recognising,. -
~* feling and encouragmg “their only lwo
. world champions anid their spon whose
‘ world title: also lndla won9

Miller nurtured from 1876 as Madras

. Christian College, is one of India’s best-
" known institutions of higher education,
its alumni. including Dr Sarvepalli -
- Radhakrishnan, General K Sundarji,
_ Dr.Raja Ramanna and several others -
» dnstmguuhed in-various fields. Thal this
- institution is- today riven by strife is a
: "sad ‘commentary on changing times.
"~ Who is right in the present’.
~ 10-month-old: dispute — which has
seen the termination of the services of -
- three hlghly quahl:ed faculty membersi

Now where could lhal be? Thxs qun ballery s all lmed up for F e, :
ammunition is no longer manufactured Jor il. And so il remains, in a crowded parf:;;-ﬁi

usmes

November 1 —_ 14 19915.

. but the': 7

of Madras. a memorial to the days when the Presidency was being created and !he
firs! steps to an imperial age were bemg laken. If you still haven? worl.ed oul the chanon

tum lo Page 4.

A way to save

‘the coast

yaSpeua.lConupondtnt)

each resorts are beller for lhe coast
than industrial unils, was the line

V G Santhosham of the V G P group -
plugged al the recenl workshop on .
‘Sustainable Management of Coastal

Fco Systems’ which was held al'Anna
University.

Starting his paper with a Man-
alone is vile' theme — “India has had -
a deep commilment to environmental .
conservation drawn from its elhos ;
~ Man, like the other organisms, has-
always polluted his envmonment with -
the by-products of his actions™ — he -
- warmed up by accusing induslries of

“wanling to locate their lac:hhm along .
- beach rasorts

‘said;

the séa coast to make it easy for them ' -
to discharge their effluents into the sea. -
Relerring to the industries on the Tamil * -
“In the Manah_'
n' . area, major indusiries, which include .
~ a refinery, thrée fertilizer factories, a..

‘Nadu ccasl he said:

benzene _processing* unil,

~and pumhve action taken agamsl wo

times, all concerned on its campus are

behaving'in a deplorable manner un- -
* ‘worthy of this 3rand old. msltlul:on

That trouble has been brewing on-
the campus for quite some time now ..
" spectator. The camol and lhesudtpolpcy'cg
- may be all very good, but a better way".:
~ would be to call all pames to the dupule o

~ has been, obvious 1o all.. There have*
-~ been allogahons of mmbehawour and:
- drugs on the campus. ‘There was that -
spot of bother over cutting d downi several -

;acres of the natural forest in whach the room, hll they come lo lhe:r ‘senses 7

a lewf
" engineering unils, "acid chloroalkali ‘-
" plans efc are found. The waste waers -
flrom lhese planls are. mvgr,g m i

characler, but generally harmful to the
aquatic environment. The ol laden
wasles from: the rehnery can'ymg a
wide range of pelro -refractory organics.-
like phenolics... et find access o the
sea. Phenols... elc are known for their -

polential hazards to fish. The coal-based:
thermal plants at Ennore and Tullconn :

~d|scharge into the sea their ﬂy ash,’ ‘i

the form of sturry. The fly ash is found

to have heavy melal in tracm whlch ‘
leach into water in course of fime‘and -
have their impact on fish life: The hot
and cold effluents.. drashcally aller lhe :

1 manne envnronment

His alternative to lhIS was, naturally, \
“I'can. boldly say’; he-.
“'that only by’ the: formation ol g
beach resorts on the sea coast, we can'"

‘conserve_not only the natural, beauly ;
of the sea coast; but also i improve | the.
* beaches by planting. trees on: the sea-:
- “coast. While we can prowde who
‘some enlertainmment to fourisis and eam -
ki needed 'Om “:.‘:;r.ge" Weaan

(Conlmued on PJ)

| ] 'rouble on the icampus’(

What Scothsh mlssu)nary lohn
Anderson sfarted 154 years ago -
“as a school and which Dr William

campus is set; And now there are the :

 others — is something this wriler is not - - stalf allesahons rdatmg to use of slanls -

compeent fo judge. But it is crystal clear -
that all's'not well-in a hallowed city .
mshtuhon ‘and thal, when it should be -

selting an- example 1o all in.lroubled -
" the way lo enhance MCC's repulahon '

dnsbursements of: scholarshlps abroad y
and: the ~ways of management, .\

Bl whalever * the - allegahons =
allowmg the crisis’ to snowball is-not

Education Minisier R M Vaemppan has
been adv:sms dlalogue, but at the same. .

"~ Yime indicating the Government, which -
: gwalhecolleseaRs 1 25crore3mn. %

annually, .cannot:: remain~ a’ passwe 3

{o the Ministry and lock them Up, in
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READERS
WRITE
In different style

Iam happy 1o read thal Kamal Hasan, the
dynamic actor from the South, is making
a scries of Audio and Video casseties to make
literate the illilerates. He is always a good
thinker and wishes to do things in different
style, whether it is on the screen or off it.
Nowadays filmstars are doing something uilly
for propaganda. So we must appreciate his
efforts to fulfil the basic need of the stale.
| feel very happy lo also read that
Madras Engineering College has the largest
number of women in India.

R Shanmuganandam
25 Mosque Streel
Saidapel-600 015.

Keep the Quiz

Your column “Quizin’ with Navin” helps
me a lot in remembering important
news-making items of the fortnight. | request
you to give up the idea of abandoning this
column. It is really interesting and useful.
Muthulakshmi Subramanian

1 Bank Street, Kilpauk-600 010

Encouraging quizzin’

Hals off to you for conducting such quiz

programmes and encouraging the
readers of Madras Musings!

M R V Nath

K-24 Firsl Avenue-600 102.

Carrying messages

Madras Musings provides focus on

various issues and problems connected
with the fast growing city. | am sure Madras
Musings will serve as an effeclive tool to
carry the messages to the concemed autho-
rities, to provide a new look to the City and
to improve its infrastructure. Hearty

congratulations to you.
H K Lakshman Rao
33 Krishnapuri-600 028.

MADRAS

MUSINGS-
BUSINESS OFFERS

Slamps for sale — Valuable whole world
collection — Many century old.

Balaram, 24, Vasantha Avenue, MRC Nagar,

Madras-600 028. Ph: 838257, 838613.

Manufacturers and Exporters
VARIED RANGE OF GOODS.

FASHIONABLE PURSES, LADIES
HANDBAGS, CLUTCH BAGS. WALLETS,
KEY CASES. TRAVEL 3AGS. BRIEF CASES,
PASSPORT-HOLDERS, PORTFOLIO CASES,
POUCHES. JEWEL CASES, GIFT SETS AND

HOST OF DESK TOP ACCESSORIES IN

£LEGANT DESIGN FROM SOFT SHEEP

NAPPA AND ANILINE COWCALF IN

ATTRACTIVE COLOURS

e

IGUANA

A GAITONDE GROUP ENTERPRISE
KNOWN WORLD WIDE FOR QUALITY

PARK SHERATON 132, T T K ROAD
MADRAS-600 018

Tel. 452525 Extension 8878 IGUANA
IGUANA never goes out of style

Nothing ‘‘great’

When things are overdane andfor laken -

for granted, it insults the common
sense and intelligence of not only
intellectuals, but even lay people. Spexifically,
some of your "“The Old & The New" are
not only meaningless, but can be called
stupid too! What's so greal about your
feature in the October 15-31 issue? Neither
there is anything of comparison nor conlrast.
[t-would be betler you stop this feature or
publish it as and when it is worthwhile.
Geetha Menon

109 Kilpauk Gardens-600 010.

Editor’'s Note: We have never
claimed anything “great” about this feature
nor have we altempled to make “compa-
risons’ and “‘conlrasts”. All we have been
doing is presenting some of the buildings in
Madras, Old and New, that sirike us as
noteworthy for one reason or another. In
the process, we hope thal al least a few
people in the city become aware of local
architecture, old and new, and the history
of some of its buildings. If that's being stupid,
there's not much hope for a city peopled with
those holding such contrary views.

P.S. We trust Ms. Menon will continue
{o do us the favour of continuing to accept
Madras Musings. even it takes “things for
granted". But if she has no use for it, she
could always return it to us.

The record straight

Isaw a misleading item aboul Rajaji Hall
appearing in the latest issue of Madras
Musings.

To set the record straight, let me slate
that a Committee under my Chairmanship,
consisting only of Indian experts, declared
the Hall fo be structurally safe, provided the
repairs and strengthening measures recom-
mended in our report are carried out without
further loss of time. | am not aware of the
association of any English expert with this
exercise. [ollow-up action, if any, taken by
the Government on our report is not known.

Prof. G S Ramaswamy
E-119, 16th Cross Road-600 090.

Editor's Note: We are not quite sure
what was “misleading™ about our report.
But obviously Professor Ramaswamy wants
1o set the record straight that it was he and
his team ALONE who declared Rajaji Hall
structurally safe. He. however, agpears to be
unaware that INTACH had a British expert

also take a look at the building and that he.

too declared it safe. Obviously both exercises
were distincl-as dislinct as ‘checking” and
‘vetting'. But with all agreed about Rajaji
Hall’s structural safety, we hope that Prof.
Ramaswamy agrees that saving the building
is more important than who did what.

The latest security measures

opposite Malligai on Green-
ways Road, where -SIT (the
Special Investigation Team
looking into Rajiv Gandhi's
murder) sits, is two pairs of half-
road-width barriers which
vehicles have to negotiate doing
a kind of double-S which calls
for reduced speeds.

Another high visibility
security measure is sandbagged
qun emplacements on top of two
porticos at Police Headquarters
on the Marina. Besides fixed
machine guns, these bunkers
have a complement of gun-toting
policemen with the kind of
equipment the LTTE is more
likely to have.

In fact, the city is beginning
to acquire the same kind of high
security image that Colombo and
Delhi already have. The reasons
for which appear to The Man
from Madras Musings as
mysterious as the Masonic
goings-on which once must have
taken place in the Lodge that has
now become the City's police
headquarters.

These security embellish-
ments of the past few weeks
make MMM wonder whether a
major LTTE attack is imminent
on the Law in this state — which
danger the public deserves to
know about, if there is any
information on the subject — or
is this just the window dressing
necessary to get the Centre to
cough up the several crores the
State is asking for to beef up its
police force?

A second term

Is President R Venkataraman
seeking a second term or is he
planning to come {6 his home in
Kotturpuram, one of the first
houses built in that newly
developing part of the city? Or,
if he does not favour a second
term, would be prefer the
government to give him a house
in Madras or Delhi more suited
to his status as retired elder
statesman and which would be
more secure?
These are the kind of
questions that have been
cropping up in Delhi political

Stepped up security

circles as the President’s term
draws to a close. With much less
than a year left for his period of.
office, the rumour mill in Delhi
appears to lean towards his
seeking a second term, especially
considering his splendid
equation with Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao, the first Prime
Minister India has had who
regularly calls on the President
and not only briefs him on what
is going on but also considers the
advice he is given in turn.

If President Venkataraman
seeks a second term, the
thinking is that he shouldn't
have a difficult time winning, as
the BJP and the National Front

are bound each to go its own
way. The only shadow on the
horizon is the 100-odd
Parliamentary representatives
with ST, SC backgrounds who
have been rather upset that the
President did not entertain them
ALL and oaly allowed into his
parlour their nominees when
they gathered at Rashtrapati
Bhavan to pour cut to him SC-
ST grievances. Would they prefer
one of their own when it comes
to voting time?

Lawrentian exchanges
hen Rear Admiral K R

Menon was on a recent
visit to Islamabad with an Indian
military  delegation, he
wondered, as an old boy of
Lawrence School, Lovedale in
the Nilgiris, how Lawrence
College, its once and former
sister school, was faring in Gora
Gali, near Murree, Pakistan's
premier hill station. He was
immediately whisked off to see
for himself. ‘

As a VIP on that sylvan, tree-
shaded campus in the hills, he
took the opportunity of suggest-
ing exchanges of visits between
students of the Lawrence Schools

in India, Lovedale and Sanawar,
and their counterparts in Gora
Gali. In fact, the Indian and
Pakistan Military Colleges born
of the old Royal Indian Military
Academy have such a scheme
that has survived fitfully. And the
two Indian Lawrence Schools
also encourage exchange visits.
So why not take it all a step
further, suggested the Admiral.
In fact, several old boys of
Lawrence, Gora Gali, who now
live in India would also like to
visit their alma mater. Would
they too be welcome on the
campus? No sooner had the
Admiral's views been published
in India, than The Man from
Madras Musings bumped into a
Gora Gali alumnus in Madras,
possibly the only one in the
South, and he was raring ‘to
return to old haunts if a
delegation was welcomed by the
college. The year or so he spent
there, he remembers, were quite
memorable for the ragging,
which involved a ‘snow bath’, a
nickname which lasted for many
years afterwards, the eggs and
chips in Murree and the girls of
St Denys, just beyond Murree.

Nalli, in Delhi

Guess who's turned up in
Delhi from Madras? To meet
the capital’s needs of rich silks
from the South, Nalli's has
opencd Nalli Silk Sarees in Delhi.
And if you think it has located
itself in a nice South Indian
location like Karol Bagh, you're
in for another surprise. The
address it's got itself is up-market
South Extension

Another indication of its
upwardly mobile intentions is
that elegant, full-page ad with
which it announced its presence
in Delhi. The ad makes it quite
clear that if anyone in Delhi
wants sarees from Arni, Kanch-
eepuram, Dharmavaram, Thiru-
bhuvanam, Thottiapatti,
Sathyamangalam, Madurai,
Kumbakonam, Salem, Banga-
lore, Belgaum and other
southern handloom silk centres,
then Nalli's in Delhi is the best

address. MMM

Trade is the mother of money

[ students of the stock market agree

on any statement, it will doubtless be
the prosaic declaration that stock prices
fluctuate. This pronouncement is often
made in jesl, bul, indeed, in this
phenomenon lies all opportunity for
prolit. Money is made by taking advant-
age of these fluctuations; this can be
done, provided we can inielligently
forecast the upward and downward
trend reversals. An anlicipated upward
movemen!{ will encourage a buy and
a reversal will spur a sale.

Il a trader in the markel depends
entirely on buying low"and'selling high’
there can be an interruption to his profits
and nolhing dejects a trader like such
an inferruption. Indeed, the last three
weeks have been depressing for those
in the markel, for many of the share

For Buying/Selling any
secondhand Offset Machines

Contact

A. VASUDEVAN

Devbala, 87, Rama Naicken Street
Madras-600 034. Phone ; 864473

prices -have tended to stagnate, or have
moved down marginally, this behaviour
denying the trader a profit opportunity.

Since no man was ever ruined by
fair trade, opportunity for lrade is
discovered and exploited. It is this
search for profits that has encouraged
raders in the stock market, to sell high
and buy low when a downirend in
prices is anticipated, with the intention
of covering sales made with purchases
effected at a laler date, al a much lower
rale. Such sales can be made at the
option of the trader, in the stock market,
for there is freedom of trade there.
Remember, however, that free trade is
nol really free, for, in the milieu of
speculation, the normal operation of
markel forces can be as unavailing as
the cry of a spoilt child for the moon.
It never existed and will never exist.
Nevertheless, this trading, which is risky.
has iis merits and has witnessed the
building of several fortunes.

Those less involved in the stock
markel will do well to stick with
investmenls and here are three names
that inspire confidence at their current
prices.

L.G.B. BROS LTD (Current Market
Price - Rs. 146/-); This Elgi Group company,
engaged in the manufacture of ROLON
chains for two-wheelers and industrial
applications, also does body-building for
buses. The track record of the company is
good —the results for March 1991 indicate
an EPS of Rs. 15.10 as against Rs. 5.80

BULL'S EYE

for March ‘90. Another positive feature
about the company is ils investments in group
companies-there is a hidden reserve of over
Rs. 6 crs by way of appreciation alone, The
company is also a bonus candidate and a.
liberal issue can be expected as the book
value is now at Rs. 70/- and the equity is
low al Rs. 1 cr. We anticipate a price of

Rs. 130/ for this share by the time of March
92 resulls.

INDIA CEMENTS LTD (Current
Market Price - Rs. 280/-): The company
turned the corner in March 90, following
the changes in the fortunes of the cement
industry. The modemisation programme
which was part-financed by an issue of righls
in March ‘90 was completed and its effects
can be seen in the encouraging performance
for the year ended March "91. The take-
over of Coromandel Fertilizer’s Cement unit
has improved its performance further. The
company is now making a righls issue at
a premium of Rs. 40/- in the ratio of [:3.
The share at the current cum-righls price
should yield good gains in the medium-
lerm/long-term.

MADURA COATS LTD (Cureni
Market Price - Rs. 212/-); The company has
the largest inlegrated thread manufacturing
facility in the country and is the markel
leader for most of ils products. The
company’s thrusi on exports has enabled it
lo reach the top position among the private
seclor exporters. lis exporls have shown
steady increase and are slated lo reach Rs. 80
cs in the coming year. We anticipale
Rs. 300/- for this share by the time of
announcement of March ‘92 results.

K. Gopalakrishnan

T

s
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Benhope is a sprawling estate in the
cool of the Nilgiris. One day, many
years ago, its owner, Rathnam, and a
friend, a wealthy young land-owner
from the prosperous town of
Coimbatore, were out for an early
morning stroll. The two had known
each other for years and the man from
Coimbalore had ceme up for a couple
of days to discuss a business deal.

As the two friends reached a leafy
lane, away from the road, Rathnam,
the smiling host, stopped in his tracks
and, whipping out a lethal-looking
revolver from his pocket, threatened to
shool his friend who was popularly
known as Ramapalnam Zamindar.
Shocked and scared, Ramapatnam did
not know whal was going on, but he
realised thal the revolver aimed a! him
was his own! He had always carried
it with him for self-protection and kept
it under his pillow at night. Obviously
someone had stolen it from his bed
during the chill December night.

Rathnam shouled and ranted at the
shivering Zamindar, accusing him of
committing adullery, seducing his
(Rathnam’s) innocent wife Sathya-
bhama and writing filthy love-letters to
her. Indeed, he played the role of the
enraged cuckolded husband con-
vincingly.

Moments later, a few others came
rushing to the spot, as though on cue.
Some of them were armed. One of
them, a [riend of both, pleaded with
the revolver-toting husband to spare the
young Zamindar's life for which kind-
ness he would certainly compensate the
‘dishonoured’ husband.

Confused and helpless, the
Zamindar admitled the affair and the
writing of the letters. He undertook lo
pay Rathnam Rs. 25,000 as com-
pensation, quite a fortune for those
days! Al once, one of the armed men,
a farm servant, produced a briefcase out
of which Rathnam took out sheets of
white paper, a pen and revenue stamps!
Ramapatnam readily signed nol one but
two promissory notes, each for
Rs. 25,000, and also a statemenl in
which he admitted his relationship with
Sathyabhama for which he was now
paying an agreed sum as compensation.

Rathnam then sent one of his men
by car to Coimbatore to meet three
leading money-lenders whom he had
informed a week before that Rama-

Blackmail in
the Blue Mountains

‘patnam would be needing a large loan.

In a matler of hours, Rathnam’s man
returmed to the eslate with Rs. 27,000
— obviously Rs. 30,000, less interest
deducted in advance.

Until the cash was received by

Rathnam, the young playboy was kepl

locked up in one of the dimly lit rooms
of the estate bungalow. Now he had

arrests rocked the Nilgiris and the
surrounding plains.

The sensational trial for extortion,
robbery and other charges came up
before the Coimbatore Sessions court.
Many witnesses went back on their
earlier statements and were trealed as
hostile. Rathnam was held guilty of
robbery at gunpoint and sentenced to

BY

CRIME NOTEBOOK

RANDOR GUY

to sign three more promissory noles, this
time in favour of the three Coimbatore
money-lenders!

The Zamindar's troubles were not
yet over. The bundle of love letters he
had written in purple Tamil prose to his
married inamorata was still in the
possession of Rathnam who made in
clear that he would part with those
erolic epistles only after the three
money-lenders had been paid in full.

Once freed, the Zamindar, cur-
iously, did not go to the police. He
feared ridicule and scandal. Bul
scandals, especially a juicy one
involving sex and blackmail, has a habit
of becoming public. This one was no
exceplion and it became the talk of
Coimbatore and the Blue Mountains.

So scandalous were the siories tha
the police stepped in on their own and
arrested Rathnam, Sathyabhama, the
{armhands and also the common friend
who had negolialed the terms. The

two years in prison. All others were
acquitted. Both the accused and the
prosecution filed appeals to the Madras
High Court, with the prosecution asking
for an enchancement of the sentence.

An array of eminent counsel, led
by Nugent Grant. a legend in Madras.
VL Ethirgj, T M Kasthuri and
N Somasundaram (a later High Court
Judge) appeared for Rathnam. The
High Court confirmed the sentence of
two years. But the story did nol end
there.

Rathnam had conlacts in high
places and on a petition filed by him
the local government remitted halfl the
jail sentence. The matter still did not
rest. A similar petition was filed in Delhi
and the other half of the sentence was
remilted by the Central Government.
The Madras press crilicised the
remissions, calling it ‘an executive
indulgence. But Rathnam got away
with it! And the Zamindar paid.

]
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MOVIEMAN

Al a time when there’s hardly any

good news, a heartening bit of news
is the recen! announcement by the film
industry that there will be no poslers
of films for publicity purposes for some
lime lo come.

For years and more in this parl of
the country, especially in Madras city.
walls and any other flat surface have
been suffering from an overdose of
movie posters. These posters, running
riol with colours and design, have been
a polent weapon in the publicity
armoury of movie-makers. In fadt, in
the last few years, the poster has
achieved the distinction of becoming a
medium of expression.

The Indian film poster has been
honed info an art form and many a
foreign graphic ars expert has been
fascinated by il, more especially by the
Tamil film poster. Last year, two
Americans deeply involved in ar
designing for theatre in the Land of
Broadway and Belasco spent a few
days in Madras. They were enthralled

by the colourful posters, the larger-than- |

life-size cutouts of the superstars of Tamil
cinema, especially that of the biggest
supersiar of them all, music direttor
Hayaraja. They couldn’l believe their
eyes and other senses that there could
be a culout of the music composer of
a film! The soul-mate of this writer
helped them collect quite a bundle of
movie posiers fo carry back home.

In the good old days. Tamil movie
posters were of average size and rather
less colourful. There were no poslers
in those days announcing the tenth day
of a film, or. as happened recently, the
15th show!

A film producer, this wriler's soul
mate’s friend whose film hibemated in
cans for many a humid summer, had
actually asked his publicity consullants

HCY, Ma’ V
look, no
posters

{o design a poster with a telling headline
on fop in huge letters: Nichheyamaga
Mudhal Kaatchi Undu! (Cerainly there
will be a first showt). So optimistic was
he about his celluloid child! Interest-
ingly, it is not unusual in Kerala for a
film to be removed from a cinema
house after the first show!

Some years ago, this writer and his
soul-male were in Kerala and had heard
of a national award winner being
released on that day in the small town
they were visiting. When they reached
the auditorium for the evening show,
they were astonished to find that some
old movie was playing. Thinking thal
the film to be released had not been
received, they ask2d the manager what
the problem was. He explained it all
with a giggle. The award winner was
released that aftemoon and during its
maiden screening there were more
people on the screen than in front of it!

To get back to posters, today’s film
posters have grown larger in area and
are more colourful than in days past.
But with rising costs of paper and
printing, such posters have become an
expensive medium, especially when the
retums at the box-office for the majority
of Tamil films do not warrant such
investment. It is [or this reason that the
wise old men of the Film Chamber
have decided that the members of the
Chamber should not print any posters,
until the siluation improves. Bul
whoever has heard of prices coming
down?

Perhaps such prices are what the
walls of the cily need to breathe [reely
withoul being suffocaled lo death by
posters! May be they'll even get the
politicians fo follow the film-makers’

{ead.

We've got to wake up

’I‘he last forinight has been full of

World Bank rheetings, finance
ministers get-togethers, IMF loans,
conditionalities and IMF Managing
Director Michel Camdessus. The papers
gave a lot of prominence to the visit
of Camdessus 1o India. There was a
collective sigh of relief ‘when he
announced that culs in military
expenditure would not be part of IMF's
conditionalities for giving development
assistance. Camdessus seemed quite
pleased at India’s efforts at restructuring
its economy. Maybe he would like
some quicker results. But the fong and

Saving the coast

(Continued fom Pl)

also prolect our sea coast. Tamil Nadu,
with its long coasl line, offers a rich
diversity in terms of marine life and
social infrastructure along the coast.
With beach resorts, we can safely avoid
the loxic effluenls which destroy the
fish™. :

He concluded with a forceful sales
pilch, in case anyone missed the point.
“VGP’s contribution lo the develop-
men! of beach resorts is quite significant
and V G P Golden Beach Resort on
the shores of the Bay of Bengal is
slanding lestimony to the protection of

beaches and conservation of the {lora
and fauna and protection of the marine
lile. We are planning fo construct
another beach resort in Velankanni.
near the shrine. Madras, Cuddalore,
Pondicherry, Tuticorin, Nagapattinam,
Poompuhar, Rameswaram and Kanya-
kumari are places of imporiance for
heritage and tourism. We can build
beach resorts in all these places™. And
he wound up by proceeding to offer
VPG's “fullest supporl and assistance
to build tourist resorts on the shores of
Tamil Nadu™.

short of it is, IMF is expected to disburse
$2 billion in the next 18 months to
India. But unlike long-term loans from
the World Bank, the IMF loans have
a short repayment cycle.

To repay these loans, the thrust has
lo be on exports, and that too on a war
footing. A much increased inflow of
foreign investments will also help a great
deal. However, these two things are not
happening yel. It was thought in some
circles that, with devaluation and the
new expori-impori and industrial
policies, miracles were round the comer.
But reality is different. In the last quarter,
export eamings have actually fallen in
dollar terms. The large multinationals,
which are supposed to bring in tech-
nology and investment, are still waiting
and walching.

The problem is that the entire world
has changed in the last few years.
Market economy is the new manlra.
The Latin American couniries, which
were the debt-ridden region of the
Eighties, have goneon anunbelievable
privalisation binge. Their erstwhile
socialist economies have opened the
doors to foreign investment with no
holds barred. An American company
would rather go to Mexico or Brazil
rather than come to India.

The other major change has been
in Eastem Europe. Here again, the
countries are vying with each other to

invite foreigners. With its historical ties
to Eastern Europe, the West's priorities
clearly lie in thal direction. In Asia itself,
it is well known the South East Asian
economies of Singapore, Malaysia,
Indonesia, Thailand and, of course,
South Korea have left India far behind.
Under the circumstances, India has a
massive marketing job ahead. Are the

BUSINESS
REVIEW

by
THE SHROFF

country and its politicians upto it? Will
a consensus ever emerge thal it is
imperative thal the economy comes
first, and differences should be

suspended till this major problem is
solved?

Wait and see

In the neighbouring state of Andhra

Pradesh, the Indusiries Minister,
Ramachandra Reddy, is delaying the
announcing of the industrial policy
because he wants to discuss it with the

opposition leaders first. Considering
that, during the late Seventies, AP
emerged as one of the more dynamic
states in selting up industries, there is
a marked sluggishness there today.

The dynamism of the Seventies was
replaced by populism in the mid-
Eighties and industry took a back seat.
Although everybody realises that only
increased employment can help the
state get rid of its growing Naxalite
problem (the movement is full of
educated, jobless youth), no one wants
to bell the cat.

Will we learn?

earer home, the expected increase
in bus fares has received the

' expected protest. And the govemnment

has also compromised by reducing the
fare. Everybody is awere that the Tamil
Nadu state road transport corporations
are heavily subsidised, yet are running
al a loss. The input costs, like lyres,
diesel and salaries to workers, have
gone up steeply. Compared 1o most of
the other states, Tamil Nadu has kept
its rates very low. The comparable rates
in Bombay and Delhi, and even
Calcutta, are much steeper. However,
the oppoasition parties and students have
chosen to protest.

- Will we never leamn that there is
no such thing as free lunch?
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Drying
out in
Haryana

Il had started as a quiet Sunday

morning jaunt for the Mulligatawny
family to the latest Sstar hotel
enlertainment, an exhibition of home
appliances.

“Do you see it?"" asked my wife
with a breathless air. | had been busy
testing all the taps and washers and
switches with gold plating wondering
who would want to have a genuine
14-carat gold plated light swilch.

“That's a washing machine,” |
noled, looking in the direction of my
wife's gaze. Three washing machines
had been placed against a backdrop of
blue skies and white clouds like those
fal angels in @ Renaissance painting

layer of the packing. “Am | an
electrician?”" screamed the wife.
Leaving the kids lo calm their
Mother, I took out a sizeable chunk
from my pocket towards additional
expenses. The plumber looked thought-

fully at the drain and suggested that we -

re-design the bathroom so that the tube
from the washing machine would reach
1. “Just leave it," | said, “we're used
to a wet bathroom." He finally left
assuring us that the washing machine
instructor would be with us the next
day. Naturally there was a fat tip.
“Do you have Fairy liquid
detergent?"" asked the expert, the next
day. “What do you think I am, a
department store?” asked my wife.

==

MULLIGATAWNY

®

PA )

who wear nothing but a few trailing
bits of cloth.

“My dream machine,” said my
wile. | made a few mental calculations
and asked the salesman whether there
would be a special discount for buying
the machine on the spot.

“I'm just the salesman in charge of
the display.” he said, giving me a smile
that looked washed in detergent. “You'll
have to ask the dealer.”

| dashed fo the nearest phone and
the dealer assured me that he would
give me a discount if he could manage
to get hold of a machine. The ones at
the exhibition were only for show. The
real ones had o come all the way from
Haryana, or Goa, or some distant place
like that. “‘Holy cowdung,” | shouted,
“Who's going fo get us the spares in
case of a breakdown?"

| need not have worried. By the
time | got back to the stall, my wie
had already filled up the order form.
All the residents of Karuvepillay Colony
had also probably been told of the new
addition to the family. “‘The salesman
says not to worry. The machine s just
assembled in Haryana, or Goa, or
some place like that, the latest
screwdriver technology he said. The
machine will never break down. It's
been tested all over the world."

The next evening there was a loud
knock on the door. A handcart man
was waiting with a parcel so huge we
thought we might have to take out the
front door. It needed the efforts of the
entire family to manoeuvre the machine
into the bathroom. “"Do not touch
anything; our experts will come and
install it first thing in the moming and
then we will send you an instructor,”
said the dealer. “Just pay the money
the moment *he machine is installed.”

We could not take our baths for
half a day because of the lack of
breathing space. Then a man from the
cave age came and announced thal he
had been sent to install the machine.
The wife got hysterical because he
stripped down to a loin cloth before
starting to work and asked for pliers,
hammers, wiring, plug points and
swilches before even peling off the first

“Why don't you people make a list of
all the things you need before
connecting the machine?” She was
beginning to lose face in the
Karuvepillay Colony. Our washing had
to be out on the line that morning or
else the rumours that we had bought
a dud machine would be confirmed.
What was worse, oul regular washing
woman now tumed up her nose and
refused to look in the direction of the
unwashed clothes. There was a small
pile of them. The washing machine
consultant fed the entire mountain in
small doses into the machine where we
could see them being chumed in the
see-through belly.

Finally it seemed that everything
was doing just fine. The consultant
listened to the machine like a satisfied
obstetrician and pronounced himself
satisfied. He was given a cup of coffee
and he departed in a haze of glory,
telling us to relax, the machine had
been programmed to spin dry
everything.

Hardly had he left the house when
the machine began bucking and throb-
bing, taking great leaps in the air. It
seemed lo be making romantic over-
tures to the white washbasin that was
sitting demurely in the centre of the
room as it had done for the last two
decades. One leap more and the wash-
basin would be destroyed. Both my
wife and Manimekalai the daughter
leapt with cries of “Banzail " and held
the machine down, while our son
Vengayam consulted the manual. The
ayah cowered in one comer, moaning
that the machine had been possessed
by a spirit. This was Mulligalawny's
finest hour. 1 strode into the bathroom
and switched the infernal machine off.

The washing machine consultant
was summoned. He put his hand inside
the innards of the machine and
produced a bolt. “'Caution: Remove all
balts before using,” said a sticker. “Why
didn't you make sure that the plumber
removed all the bolls?"" he asked us.
“Your machine is probably damaged for
life.”

“Oh Haryanal" | cried, weeping
into the towels that were still soaking
wet. The spin dryer was out of order.

' SUSHEELA NAIR'S Page 1 picture is of the guns rhat line the a’rwe leading up to the Amir Mahal Pa!ace
of the Prince of Arcot, one of the best kept stately old homes in Madras, The towering archway on Pycroft’s Road
is-a glimpse of things to come, but there’s little visible of the palace from there. For a closer look you need an

invitation extended with old world courtesy by either the Prince or his son.

Arcot was the original home of the Nawabs of the Carnatic, but ‘
THE Nawab Muhammad Wallajah, following British victory in the Carnatic, *"*® & THE
OLD. -n wanted to live under the protection of the guns of his benefactors. And NEW

so Chepauk Palace was built in the 1760s. But British suspicion of the

Arcot role in the Mysore Wars led to their dcquisition of the palace and the abolition of the nawabocracy in 1855.

The Arcot family were granted Amir Mahal — built in 1798 — in 1870, but moved in only in 1876 after much
debate. The Princes of Arcot were at that time granted variots other privileges by the British and those are still
honoured — including the family’s place on the Protocol List.

A world apart from such gracious living are the new homes of today, call them flats or apartments, as you
will. But several builders are making efforts to make even such blocks attractive — and some of them, like this
one in Adayar, are quite striking. One thing curious, however, about many of these blocks that are more ornate
than the usual run is the preference for Regency and other British architectural forms of another age; Madras’s
own Indo-Saracenic has not found favour anywhere, Presumably it is for Nawabs and Princes alone, not commoners,
though, strictly speaking, Amir Mahal too is not in this style either.

— (Photographs by SUSHEELA NAIR)

Comedy is king in Hollywood loday

as filmakers rush to chum ‘em out
by the dozen. Such unlikely stars as
Silvester Stallone, Mery! Streep, Sally
Fields and Amold Schwarzenegger are
on the bandwagon arid even the more
serious pictures have their lighter
moments. But is this burst of comic
creativity a good thing? Isn't it resulting
in a certain sacrifice of quality? The
answers | leave to the reader to decide.

City Slickers, the latest star
vehicle of comedian Billy Crystal, is
easily the best of the current crop. Three
friends, fed up with their mundane
urban existence, decide o go to the
greal ouldoors to ‘find themselves'
Their experiences there are in tum
adventurous, hilarious and, ultimately,
uplifting,

Soap Dish has Sally Fields in the
role of an aging soap opera star whose
life begins to imitate her art. While rival
slars are plotting her downfall, her ex-
husband is cast as her co-star, and an
extra on the sel lumns out lo be her
daughter! This over-the-lop spool of
American TV. soaps also stars Kevin
Kline and Whoopie Goldberg,

In What About Bob Bill Murray
plays a menlally disturbed patient of

psychialrisl Richard Dreyfuss. When
the shrink goes on holiday, the palient
follows him and slowly begins lo take
over his life. In the process, Murray gets
saner while Dreyfuss gels madder! Both
the stars are at their wacky best under
the able direction of Frank Oz.
Thelma and Louise is the story
of two [riends who, after a series of

VIDEOSCOPE
by
FILMFAN ‘

Z

misadventures, are on the run from the
law. Director Ridley Scott sets this
human drama against the breathtaking
backdrop of the Utah landscape, while
Susan Sarandon and Geena Davies are
brilliant in the tille roles. Though the
critics have been divided over the film's
so-called anti-liberation theme, Scot sees
it as an allegory on the state of the male.
Along the way Thelma and Louise

evokes memories of such road movie
greats as Bonnie and Clyde and
Sugarland Express.

The 1940s saw Hollywood making
dark sombre films featuring themes of
crime and corruption that were cynical
and pessimistic in mood. The type of
film came to be known as ‘Film Noir'
a term coined by French critics. The
Maltese Falcon, The Big Sleep,
Sunset Boulevard and Ace in the
Hole are all among the classics of 'Film
Noir,

Double Indemnity, direcled by
Billy Wilder in 1944, is easily one of
the grimmest of the genre. The story
is of an insurance salesman (Fred
MacMurray) who teams with the wife
(Barbara Stanwyck) of a client to kill
him and collect on his policy. Based
on the novel by James M. Cain, and
with Raymond Chandler helping out
on the script, the film bristles with
memorable lines of cynical dialogue.
Billy Wilder's taut direction has the
viewer hooked as he watches with
homified fascination this trolley ride into °
hell.

Double Indemnity is thus the
perfect antidote lor this fortnight's
overdose of fun and good cheer!

NOv‘eh‘ber 114, 1991
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I HEAR THEY HAVE A PLAN To MOVE THE
CATTLE QUT OF THE CITY IN TRE NEXT

EXTEND

YEAH....BY THEN ALL THE cuwes
WOULD HAVE GROWN..AND THEN | -
GOVERNMENT WoULD ONLY HAVE TO
ITS
DEADLINE..;

Gy ~TOPVETH-

QUIZZIN’ WITH NAVIN-14

poor response last forinight. We hope it will be belter this time, with an interesting Prize question.
Meanwhile, try and answer the first twenty questions on your own, belore tuming to the answers

on Page 8. Remember, Quizmaster NAVIN JAYAKUMAR takes all his questions from the local
newspapers of the fortnight mentioned in the coupon.

To win a prize, all you have lo do is answer Question 20icorrectly. Fill in the coupon given below

— which leaves space for your answer — and mail it to MADRAS MUSINGS QUIZ 14, Clo. Lokavani
Hall Mark Press, 62-63 Greams Road, Madras-600 006 before § p.m., on November 11th,
The first three correct answers drawn will be enlitled 1o a pme of Rs. 100/- each. We cant
make it any simpler than thal, can we?

1.

w

10.
11.

12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

_ look forward to?

The country remembered two of its illustrious sons on Oct. 2, on
the occasion of their birth anniversaries. One, of course, was
Mahatma Gandhi. Who is the other and where is his Samadhi?
Name the nuclear research reactor at Kalpakkam-which wil attain
criticality in a couple of months?

Name the Romanian diplomat Kidnapped in Delhi by suspected
militants?

Or. Arunachalam, Scientific Adviser to the Defence Minister,
recently said that DRDO's ANURAG in co-operation with ECIL had
developed PACE, a mission computer for LCA. Expand these
acronyms.

What is the ‘Marina Waves'?

Amnesty International recently indicted a country for flouting
international standards by sentencing juvenile offenders to death.
It said more juvenile offenders have been executed in this country
than in any other, apart from Irag and Iran. Name the offending
country?

New lamps for old — turn black into white. Under the National
Housing Bank Scheme, the Government has identified 15 banks
for aundering’. If you deposit Rs. 1 lakh in ‘black’, how much can
you withdraw the next day as 'white?

The Local Administration Minister recently announced a Rs. 1,250
crore programme to beautify Madras in five years. What is the
project called?

Name the US Trade Representative who on October 7. expressed
strong hopes at Delhi that if India fell in line with US thinking
(the 'stick’) on the Intellectual Property Rights issue, it would be
far more beneficial to India than otherwise (the ‘carrot’)?
Which controversial press baron passed away on October 57

What caused the mysterious loss of seven employees of State Bank
of Mysore recently?

Steffi Graf became the youngest woman to win 500 singles pro-
matches. Who held this record previously?

Who is the Cong-l candidate for the Nandyal Lok Sabha
constituency for the by-election on November 157

The Tamil Nadu Assembly adopted an official resolution urging the

Centre to contact the Sri Lankan Government and get back an
island and the sea adjacent to it. Which island?

Name the 68-year-old south African writer celebrated for her

‘works, such as A World of Strangers and Burger’s Daughter, who
~ was recently awarded the Nobe! Prize for literature 19917

What prize, also known as the alternative Nobel Prize, was awarded
to the Narmada Bachao Andolan which is spearheading the
environmental cause in Western india?

Which ‘Pocket Hercules’ made a triumphant comeback after two
years of injury, winning a gold medal at the World Championships
in the featherweight weightlifting event?
Who or what are Lawley, Nye, Stanley. Munro. Wellington and
Gochen and what have they been changed to?
Which eminent writer spoke of a plan to bring a private member’s
bill in the winter session of Parliament against ragging in
educational institutions?

PRIZE QUESTION

2000 birds of which species arrived recently at the Pulicat bird
sanctuary — an annual event which bird watchers and naturalists

.
NAME e e e ann
RBS'
Y

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

QUIZ COUPON-14

(The Fortnight of Oct. 1 to Oct. 15)

PRIZE WINNERS 1st Prize: BHAMA BALARAMAN, Rest Houwse, M I T

- Campus, Chromepet, Madras-600 044.

2nd Prize: GOPAL KIDAO, 15/4-Brahadambal Road, Nungambakkam, Madras-600 034.
3rd Prize: LAKSHMI RAO, 14 Chinnaya Road, T Nagar, Madras-600 017

ANSWER TO QUIZZIN’13: Dr. Peanathur Sundaram

The woman who
took a rest

Some lime ago, we moved info a

house in one of the quiet, shady and
small* streets in the heart of South
Madras. Most of the people on the street
are middle-class professionals, and the
street fends to be very quiet and sparsely
populated during the working day.
Here, | had my first experience of door-
to-door saleswomen, for whom the
street certainly offers some scope, since
il is by and large a woman's domain
during the day.

A houscholder s first reaction lo these
saleswomen is one of sympathy. Even
hefore they starl out, most of them look
pretty tired. They usually camy samples
or goods for sale in heavy bags. You
can't help feeling somry for them. But
having studied them for some time
(what am | doing at home during the
day? well, | am a retired old coot with
nothing much {o do), | tend.to classify
them as the sensible, the bad and the
stupid.

The sensible ones usually demand
to know;, | regret to say in rather @ucous
voices, whether there are any ‘ladies’
at home. They stand outside the house
at a respectable distance. It took me a
while to realise that to get rid of them
all | had to do was to say there were
no ‘ladies’ at home. They usually go
away without pestering you further. The
saleswomen also work in andem, each
covering one side of the street and
keeping her pariner in view all the time.
Madras is, by and large, ane of the
safest towns, bul they do nol leave
anything to chance. They are eamest
and they need the pitance ol a
commission they make on their sales,
and now, while | know 1 can rid of
them easily enough, I usually call my
wile ‘out, and she invariably buys
something from them, whether we
need it or not. “Result, happiness™, as
Mr Micawber was wonl fo say. all
round.

The bad ones are really a pain;
actually much more than that, for they
can cause damage. Usually they refuse
fo take no for an answer, and hang
around, as it seems, indefinitely,
somelimes wailing pathetically, so that
you feel like a louse. They also ask for
waler to drink, and if you lurn aside
for a moment loget it, they make away
with whalever they can lay their hands
on, and in a fleeling moment put quite
a bit of distance between you and them.
In any event you usually notice that
something is missing only much later.

The stupid ones are in a class by
themselves. They just look at you
pathelically, having forgotien the sales
talk they had been taught. Normally,
a3 woman requires a certain amount of
gall to do a sales pitch, and these sad
ones lack it badly. They also have no

sense of self-protection. Let me tell you
an embarrassing frue story.

Some while ago | happened to be
all alone in my house al mid-moming,
when the bell rang. Sure enough it was
a saleswoman. What struck me about
her at once was how defenceless she
looked. She was comparatively young,
about thirty years old. | don’t remember
whal she was Irying to sell me, in fact
it never registered, but when | politely

|GCking

aSKance

declined her offer, she gave a great big
sigh -and said: ] am awfully tired. May
| come in and resl a while?” This
colloquy was all in English, indicating
that she came from a somewhat better
background than most other sales-
women. What would you have done
if you had been me? | said, yes, of
course, and she came in and collapsed
into a chair across from me.

Against my wiser instincts, | actually
went in and got some waler for her.
A few minutes passed thus, then she
said absolutely ingenuously: “Can | lie
down for a while? | simply can't hold
up any longer”. If she hadn’t looked

like she might drop down any moment,

[ would have thrown her out, but | sent
her to the bedrocm.

Don'tworry, this anecdote is going
lo have neither a passionale nor
criminal ending. Bul having done whal
came naturally, | began worrying, re-
collecting all the tales of blackmail | had
read. Fortunately, mine is one of those
old-fashioned houses which has a sitting
room as soon as you open the outside
door. | opened the door as wide as |
could, and sat at the entrance. In
another flash of insight, | called my
neighbouring lady and told her what
was happening, so she could be an
invaluable alibi.

An hour or so passed, and the
young woman came oul, fully rested,
and she had obviously used the facilities
of the bathroom since she was washed
and powdered. Then she said to me
quite calmly, in fact,gravely: " I am very
hungry. Can [ have something lo eat?”
At which point | tumed her over to the
neighbour lady.

To this day I have not figured her
out, and only hope she does not get
into real trouble somewhere.  § K.
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adical elements in govern-

ent circles may fret about
the profusion of washing
machines in the market, but the
fact of the matter is that rampant
consumerism is here to stay.
Since you can't beat 'em, you
might as well get to know 'em.

Indian washing machine
scenario.

Top of the list is the BOSCH,
which costs all of Rs. 16,500 (or
thereabouts). It is fully auto-
matic, with a shiny stainless steel
interior and a front loading
system, which can handie upto
5 kg at a time. This splendid
machine has got a built-in water
heater (going up 90°C) and a
choice of several cycles, from the
hardy to the most delicate —
including a “‘no-spin” and a
“mini-wash’. The manufac-
turers claim that the clothes
come out 90% dry — and “far
better than the leading brand”’,
as the saying goes in most
American ads.

Then there is the siightly less
expensive SUMEET, which is
well-known for its tough, all-
purpose grinders. The look of
this washing-machine is stream-
lined and futuristic. Close
competitors are the TVS and
VIDEOCON machines, which

Here's a rapid survey of the .

[ just
love that
shot!

Idon't think there is another disease

we dread more in the medical pro-
fession than the Persistent Patient
Syndrome. Not only is the cure for this
affliction as elusive as ever, but the
hospital, of all the morbid institutions
ever crealed, is increasingly becoming
the haven of such patients.

Mrs Raja was sent fo me two
months ago by the chief, who has, aver
the years, perfected the fine art of
passing-the-patient to his subordinates.
Since all my subordinates deftly side-
stepped my manoeuvres to get rid of
her, | was left holding the lady, so to
speak.

My task would have been easier if
i could have d:agnosed her problem,
but the whole point of ihe Persistent
Patient Syndrome is that it quite simply
resists all scientific or rational treatment.
These patients are addicts and must get
their daily fix — even if only in the form
of a lungful of antiseptic fumes from the
hospital corridor.

So, of course, | was stuck with
Mrs Raja. She would come to see me,
week after week, complaining that 1 still
hadn't cured her of her innumerable
aches and pains and could | please try
another technique to relieve her agony.
When painkillers, balms, physio-
therapy, even mental therapy, all left her
dissatisfied, | decided to give her an
especially painful shot, just to teach her
a lesson! A few days laler she came
back and announced that she was
cured ai last, but added, to my
considerable chagrin, “Doctor, I loved
your shot so much, I'll take one every
week from now on!”

A Doctor

Do you know 'your
washing machine?

cost around Rs. 11,000 each.
These do not have heaters and
possess top-loading systems.
Finally there are the semi-
automatic products like
CITIZEN, WASHOTEX and
VIDEOCON (again), with a twin-
tub system and costing around
Rs. 7000 each. These machines,
which are portable and light-
weight, take smaller loads, say
2-3 kg, at a time. Here, you
wash in one tub and dry in the
other.
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Thus, depending on your
budget, needs and convenience
— remember, the automatic
machines require plenty of
running water — take your pick
in the market.

A bit of Bombay ¥

For the past week or so (ever
since I visited the restaurant),
I have been trying hard to figure
out why PALIMAR reminds me
so much of the eating-places one
frequents in the Bombay Fort
area. True, situated as it is at the
busy junction of the Gemini
flyover, it aptly captures the
bustle of Bombay life. Further
more, as is the case with
restaurants in the western
metropolis, PALIMAR is not the
place to linger at for a chat with
friends after a meal. There are
far too many people waiting to
take your place.

The decor, like the food —
which comprises South Indian
snacks and North Indian fare,
ranging from thalis to stuffed
parathas, kulchas and an
assortment of vegetarian curries
— is functional, but also pleasing,
with dark wood furniture and oil
paintings of (presumably) the
English countryside.

The high point | in this
moderately priced restaurant is
the constant relay of video
cartoons (with the volume
mercifully kept low) — another
possible indication of the
Bombay ethos of keeping people
usefully employed while waiting
for a meal! '

A reasonable bufle

If you are looking for something
a bit more upgrade, try the
Sunday buffet lunch at AHAAR,
situated in the RESIDENCY
HOTEL opposite Vani Mahal.

The hotel itself is anm
imposing ten-storey building
with a facade of pink sandstone.
You have to cross a rather small
and narrow lobby — all marble
and granite, with a profusion of
artificial plants and cane
furniture — before you come to
the AHAAR restaurant. Here, the
decor is distinctly more pleasing,
with wood panelling, beautiful
black wooden beams criss-
crossing the ceiling, light
Japanese blinds on the windows,
stark paintings of the seaside and
grey-and-white windswept lands-
capes adorning the walls.

The buffet consists of cold
cuts, salads, an assortment of
dals and curries, biryanis, a few
Western dishes, and desserts
ranging from barfis, jalebis,
soufflés, mousse and ice-cream.
In my opinion, the best items
were the mutton biryani, khadi
with pakodis and the dry sabzis
{vegetables). I would suggest you
steer clear of the Western items
— the cold cuts, lasagne, beef-
and-cheese casserole and the
desserts are all below average.
However, considering that one
pays at least 3Q% more for a
similar meal in other restaurants
(in the same league), Ahaar’s
buffet lunch priced at Rs. 80 per
head is certainly not un-
reasonable.

V.K.

Three unusual recipes, basically

continental, but adapted ingeniously
to suit the Indian palate. Mince Meat
Spaghetti Pie is a meal by itself.
Stuffed Capsicum and Potato
Balls served on the side, make
excellent accompaniments. Potato
Balls also make a delicious snack. And
home-made Kulfi is the ideal way to
round it all off.

MINCE MEAT
SPAGHETTI PIE

15 sticks of spaghetti
250 grams minced meat
2 large onions, chopped fine
250 grams tomaloes, chopped fine
8 eggs
2 inch piece ginger scraped and chopped
fine
6 pods of garlic, chopped fine
3-4 green chillies chapped fine
2 teaspoons chilli powder
Y% leaspoon turmeric powder
1 teaspoon coriander seeds powder
(dhaniya)
2-3 tbs butter
2 tbs ghee or dalda
{ bunch coriander leaves, chopped fine
1 small piece cinnamon
2 cloves
2 cardamoms
Salt and pepper lo lasle.

Method

Boil the spaghetti in salted water
with a teaspoon of oil. When cooled,
drain in a colander and wash under a
tap. Keep aside. Wash the minced meat.
Add the chopped onions, chillies, ginger,
garlic, tomatoes and half the coriander
leaves to the minced meat.

Add the masala powder and sall.
Mix well. Add sufficient water to the
meat and cook till done.

Add the cooked spagheli to the
cooked meat. Mix well. Set aside.

Beal the eggs with sall and pepper.
Take an oven-proof dish or a pressure
cooker coniainer. Smear the utensil with
dalda. ,

Pour half the egg mixture and tumn
it around {ill well coated.

Pour the spaghetti mixture and
spread it evenly with a spatula.

Powdered
coarsely

My Husband’s second
marrlage

¢ ‘If only I could, If only [ could...
Hubby's words trailed away.

What “if only you could, dear?" |
asked, wondering al his WIShful
thinking.

He suddenly looked guilty. As no
answer came, | prompted, are you
thinking of winning a bumper prize in
a lottery?

“No", he nodded, “‘something
more exciling than that", and thrust the
fatest issue of a woman's magazine info
my hands. “Just read that box item",
he said.

‘Will you marry your spouse again
if given a chance? Wrile to us in 150
words. The best reply will win a prize,
| read the item aloud.

“Oh, so this is what is bothering
you! Why don't you send in your
reply? 1 goaded.

“Well, that is not the pdint, | have
lo give the proposition serious thought

before dashing off a reply”, he said,
Jooking worried.

“‘Oh, come on, you make it sound
as though you really have io marry
your spouse again. Come lo think of
it, will you, or won't you?" | asked
expeciantly.

“Well, well," he hesitated.

“Well, what? Why don't you say
just a ‘Yes' or ‘No," | taunted.

“Well, it is 'Yes' and "No"", he said

after a long pause.

“What do you mean by that? How
can you marry and not marry a spouse
at the same time? You seem fo be as
indecisive as ever”, | scoffed at him.

“OXK., What would you do?"
Hubby asked in a serious tone.

“My answer is also ‘Yes’ and ‘No,
“Yes', when you do all the things | like
‘and ‘No' when you don't let me do
all the things | like", | said emphasizing
both the Ts.

“Ah, now you've got it! That's
exactly what | meant when | said “Yes'
and ‘No_" he said, trying to sound very
original.

N. Meera Raghavendra Rao

Pour the remaining egg mixture on -

top. Spread it evenly.

Pre-heal the oven and cook on a -
slow heat till a kmfe inserted comes out

clear.

Decorate with chopped coriander

- leaves and lomalo sauce.

Mrs P. Raghupathi o

STUFFED CAPSICUM

6 medium sized capsicums
2 cups cooked rice
2 cup grated cheese

| teaspoon pepper, powdered
3 tbs butter

4 tbs bread crumbs
Salt to faste

Method

Wash the capsicums. Remove the
top, the seeds and the pith. Set aside.

Mix the grated cheese, powdered
pepper and salt with the cooked rice.

Add two tablespoons of butter. Mix
well. Stuff the prepared capsicums.

Sprinkle the bread crumbs and dot
with the remaining buter.

Bake in a pre-heated moderate oven
for 45 minutes till done. Serve hot.

POTATO BALLS

Y% kg pofatoes, boiled, skinned and
mashed

2  tbs butter

I egg

Y% cup maida

1 teaspoon pepper powder

Ol for deep frying

Salt to faste

Method

Add butter, salt and pepper to the
mashed polatoes.

Mix well. Add the egg and stir in
the maida.

Toss onto a well floured surface and
make 1-inch balls.

Deep fry them till golden.

Drain and serve piping hot.

KULF1

2 litres milk (full cream milk)

46 cardamoms, crushed

6 ths sugar

A few drops almond essence

2 teaspoon comflowr, mixed in 1%
tablespoons of cold water

{ tbs pista -chopped
20 almonds, blanched fine
Y4 teaspoon saffron
Method

Mix sugar and cornflour to the mik

and bring to the boil. Stir constantly and
reduce to-one-third of original quantity.

Add the chopped nuts, saffron,
almond essence and the crushed

cardamoms. Cool.
Pour into kulfi moulds and freeze.

Or pour inlo ice-trays. Cover with
aluminium foil and freeze till set.

Chandra Padmanabhan

C;n you quit smoking in three
ours? ‘Yes', claims
Mr. UN.R. Rao, an ex-smoker
with a past record of 35 years of
continupus devotion to smoking!

Whenever you have an urge
to smoke, take five deep breaths
and the urge will disappear, he
says. Ironically, it is the fifth
cigarette which leads to addic-
tion, And that's dangerous,
because nicotine is the most

The Rao way
to quit

pernicious drug invented, he
observed at a seminar he had
organized for cigarette addicts
wanting to quit smoking.

The participants, whose
number did not cross a single
digit, included curious observers
who gatecrashed and had to

leave reluctantly when they - :

realised they had to pay a pnce |
to quit smoking.

NMR |
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The City’s d

get together

ABHAI (Association of Bharatha

Natyam Dancers of India) and the
Fine Arts Foundation recently organised
a meeting of young dancers at the
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan lo discuss their
“problems”. Of the estimated 6000
young dancers in the city, not even a
hundred turned up.

To preside over the problems of
young musicians, a young musician
was invited. Vijay Siva took his role
too seriously. He thought he knew the

~ answer for every problem and kept

talking, not realising that the problems
of dancers are complelely different from
those of musicians, until a few irale
people in the audience stood up and
said, “Thank you, we have heard
enough. We are more interested in our
problems”,

With everyone expressing anxiely
about it gelting lale, Subramaniam of
the Fine Aris Foundalion slood up to
tell us about how the Foundation was
starled, how it's always given remune-
ration etc. Very little lime was taken up
for discussion. But some things did get
said.

The problem, said Mrs leela
Sekhar, the organiser of the Inler-
national Dance Alliance in Madras, is
that amateur dancers depend upon a
group of professional musicians who
demand their [ees irrespective of
whether the dancers gets paid or nol.

“There are no standards of paymenl
set, as they are freelancers”. Sumithra
Vijayaraghavan, a singer and a dancer,
talked of gurus having a hold on young
dancers, while young musicians are free
of their gurus on the stage. Priyadarshini
Govind, a brilliant dancer, wanted to
know if a few months in the year could
not be allotted to dancers who did not
live off dance.

A Dbig problem in the Bharatha
Natyam scene is thal there are no set

larger interesls of the organisalion in
mind during business.

A revival ahead

he Chief Minister, | have heard it

said, has asked the Department of
Culture to use the Museum Theatre
year round to present dance and other
programmes. Perhaps particular days of
the week can be fixed for music, dance,
lecture, folk art performances etc. It

THE VIEW
FROM THE
WINGS

standards. Everyone is a good dancer,
or so they and their mothers think, and
feel they ought to be performing on the
Music Academy stage during the
December season, never mind if you
are not a professional. This is one thing
the dancers should sort out themselves.
There ought to be some kind of grading
system that ABHAI should evolve.

| hear that the young dancers have
formed an association and have their
first meeting scheduled for the 271h of
this month. 1 wish them luck, but hope
individuals don't get the belter of the
organisation and that they will keep the

would be a good way of using the
Museum Theatre.

A beautiful theatre, with exiremely
good acoustics, it is now in a slate of
sheer neglect. The theaire has been
made good use of by the Madras
Players alone, who are among the few
who see the beauty of this theatre. The
Madras Museum authorities also never
make it easy for people wanting fo use
it. Let us now hope there are belter
times ahead of it.

Lost in the glare

Watching Tulsi Badrinath dance at
the Spirit of the Youth programme

Those were the days!

Icame lo Madras in 1934 as a boy

of 13.  am slill able lo recall some
of the landmarks, which now remain
only as scars as historical buildings are
pulled down, burnt by accident(?) or
kept willully in a dilapidated condition,
like a Bhooth Bangala, adding lo the
several eyesores in our wonderful city
of neglect’, as Harry Miller would have
it. (This sentence, incidentally, contains
53 words, not a record you'll agree,
if you read editorials in The Hindu!)

When we got down at Egmore
Railway Slation, the slation itsell was
a building of ancient (relatively
speaking) vintage. Madras City Motor
Service, run by Sundaram lyer, a
pioneer, was calering lo the limiled

- needs of people from suburbia, which

ilself was just taking shape. Newspapers
were eveningers and nol numerous
enough lo count even on one's fingers.
Tamil nevspapers were conspicuous by
their near absence. Goenka was yel lo
begin his baltle royal with the
Establishment. The Madras Mail, which
remained an eveninger till ils last, had
its-own admirers, especially those of its
editor, Hayles.

The - Swadesamitran, a blood
relation of The Hindu, was being
published from a building that was
worth looking at. Whileaway Laidlaw
and Wrenn, Bennelt (which a wag
called Wrenn Comma Bennett) nearby
were the while man's preserves but
models in merchandising.

Hoe & Co, Madras Pencil Factory
and V Perumal Chetty, the triumvirate,
were there with a German ‘Rollider’
who was arresled when hoslilities broke
out on September 3, 1939. (I wonder
how many have read the novel Come
September.)

Ananda Vikalan was in
‘Broadway’, a euphemism for the
narrowesl thoroughlfare which was
clogged even in those days, what with
irams, jutkas and other fancy transport.
Loane Square had the Sunday Times
and Broadway My Magazine. Ananda
Vikatan vas publishing Merry
Magazine with a serial by Deisvi
(D Sundaravaradan, whose son
D S Raghavan is still with the Indian
Express). Deisvi, a race-goer and a
stickler for accuracy, precision and
puncluality, used o have a nolice
suspended outside his room during the

lunch break (DO NOT DISTURB).

-« THE MUSER

In Armenian Street, with Anderson
Hall nearby where Madras Christian
College was housed, Father Beriram
reigned supreme at Loyola, making a

characteristic remark when a student '

wanted a characler certilicate: “Say you
are from Loyola. That is your conduct
certificate”. He produced commitied.
involved, dedicaled intellectuals, who
became model (even first) citizens of
India. Admissions were not difficult for
higher education and, in facl, seals
went a-begging, so to speak.
Pachaiyappa’s was in China Bazaar
Road (now Nelaji Subhas Road, in
memory of the baltle royal he waged
with the high command when he
deleated Pallabhi Silaramayya for
Congress Presidentship; | attended the
Beach meeling addressed by Nelaji, but
the sobriquel had not yet evolved at
that point of lime). Aurobindo was
meditaling al nearby Pondicherry on
Supramental, Jiddu Krishnamurthi was

breaking away from the Theosophical
Society and declining the offer to
become a Jagadguru, which lesser
humans would think a hundred limes
before refusing.

On First Line Beach the GPO,
Indian Bank, Customs House and other
towering buildings were proof that the
architecture of those days was built to
last. there being honest contractors and
less corrupt officials. The Cooum and
the Adyar were not so contaminaled:
fish loved and lived in these walerways
which now are a threat lo environment.

Spencer’s was on Mount Road. so
loo Bharal Buildings and the now
vanished Elphinsione, where | had seen
the first movie and talkie a few years

carlier, during a shor visit to ‘Patnam’ -

Coimbatore Krishnaiyer - served
halwa made of wheal to Beach goers
and in China Bazar Ramakrishna
Lunch Home. owned by race lover
Ramanatha lyer, used o serve a pair
of largish bondas for half an anna! Neo
Komala Vilas in the next street was also

popular. Modem Cale was being built
by Sitarama Rao: Dasapral\ash was lo
come much later.

Mention should be made of Kasi-
palli Hotel in Mint Streel, where two
meals a day for a month were served
for 13 rupees apiece. Mint Street had
many lall buildings. Dinroze Estate was
bought by Byramshaw for a fabulous
sum in those days — Rs. 2 lakhs!
Round Tana was there and Rajaji Hall
was still the Bangueting Hall of
Govemment House, where Governors
had beautiful wives who provided grist
lo” the gossip mill of those days.
Bodyguard Road had a big stable of
several horses and the Island ground
was a real lung for the cily.

Those were the days!

ancers

of the Music Academy was like riding
a two-wheeler through the high-beam
headlights of Madras lraffic at night.

A powerlul iight was focussed on
the thermocole logos of two companies
and the light was reflected off the wall
behind, giving viewers such a glare and
a headache that it was difficult to walch
Tulsi even with cooling glasses on. The
thermocole dancing legs fixed at the
back of the stage did not help much
either.

Appreciating the classical
Brihaddhvani. a city-based organi-

sation of music intellectuals, pre-
senled an inleresting programme of
Carnatic classical music and folk songs
al ils recen! inauguration. Brihaddhvani
calls itself a research and training centre
for the musics of the world. The
inlention, it seems, is to sludy the
sounds of music and lo foster an
appreciation for the intensely classical.

Dr Karaikudi Subramaniam, the
veena player. and Dr Seetha. just retired
head of lhe Madras University Music
Depariment, are the {ounden of
Brihaddhvani. They say. “We are a
musical group comprising students,
teachers. performers and teachers and
believe thal music can transcend
parochialistic barriers of all kinds and
unile people as one group. We have
come together to discover music in all
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N obody wants
an ordinary diary
these days

So we've created
a classic for you

Braga Guruswamy

its variely, from the villages of India to
the. remote corners of the world, to
discover how music is enriched through
intra-and inler-cultural aclivities’.

Brihaddhavani is now preparing a
programme of Shringara Rasa (the
erotic sentiment) as dealt with in
Bharatha Natyam Abhinaya and Tamil
folk forms.

Rare opportunity

Braga Guruswamy Bassel is a

Bharatha Natyam dancer extra-
ordinary. She reveals her total
dedication and involvement every time
she dances. Watching her dance is an
experience, a rare dance treat. But she
also dances rarely. for....

....he dance scene in Madras is
something like the clamour for seals in
professional colleges, where thousands
compele for a few hundred seats and
everyone has above 95%. Dancers
these days are very good. So per-
forming opportunities become like seats
in privale engineering colleges. There
are many dancers like Braga in Madras
who never get their due as a con-
sequence. And that is the greatest
tragedy of the dance scene in the city.

V.R. Devika

CeLeAeSeSe]eQeUeE DIARIES

The ordinary is so mundane. 50 oredzctable What catches the
eve, is an extraordmarv creation.

When rich burgundy or black leather protect the finest paper
with exquisite printing, you will call it the creation of 2.
masterpiece. The emaordman the choice of those mth a
distinguished taste. Yours?

Set aside the ordinary. Reach for the extraordinary. Reach for
Hallmark Classique Diaries!

HALLMARK PRINTERS (P) LTD

27, Westcott Road, MADRAS 600 014 Tel: 831099
Admn. Office : 62/63 Greams Road, MADRAS 600 006
Tel : 478153/471332/477945
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Wanted

another
sponsor

Aweek before he left for Hong Kong

to compete in the Asian Zone
ITF championships, 16-year-old
Vikram Venkatraghavan truly surprised
the media. Seated between his parents,
S Venkatraghavan, the newest national
cricke! selector and India's former Test
skipper, and Mrs. Venkatraghavan, a
tennis addict, Vikram, at his first-ever
Press briefing, had a ready and
knowledgeable answer lo every query.

“Are you a baseliner?”. “No, no,
I have a good enough first serve to
prefer the serve-and-volley game,” was
the teenager's prompt reply.

“Will another foreign four help
your ratings?” “Cerlainly it will,”
asserted Vikram, whose under-18 raling
has gone up from 350 to 150. After
a moment's hesitation, he added: “But
how to make it? Everything indeed
depends on my father's search for
sponsorship'.

. Vikram had only a couple of days
earlier returned from a six-month four

of Europe. the USA and Thailand, and
Venkatraghavan invited the Press for a
chat with his son. The well-buill Jad
had even before the four established
himself as one of India’s most promising
juniors. Unfortunately, his tour fortunes
had gone unnoticed in the Indian
media. With a view to making amends,
as it were, Madras jounalists readily
responded 1o his father’s.invilation.

Vikram had . not only his tour
exploils, successes and failures, the
conlacts he made, and the benefits he
had gained from a coaching stint under
Hank Pfister, the former US Davis Cup
player, al his fingertips, but also his own
reasons for the comparatively poor
Indian standards. He was emphatic
that foreign exposure was a ‘must’ for
Indian juniors. As an example, he
quoted the good performances Rohit
Reddy, Akshal Mishra and he recorded
in the Junior World Cup competition
in Barcelona after their European tour.
They reached the pre-quarter-final
round before going down to Germany.
Further proof of the tour benefils came
in Brunei, where Vikram won the
singles, and the doubles as well, in
partnership with Nilin Kirtane, in an ITF
under-18 tournament.

When his accomplished son
finished, it was the ambitious father’s
turn, and Venkatraghavan assured
pressmen he would go all out to secure
for his promising son the patronage he
needed to make a mark in the world
circuit. He got a big hand all right, but
was evasive on a question how a
former India Test Cricket skipper's son
was allowed lo go in for the racquet
game. Perhaps the boy's mother had
a hand, considering the tremendous
interest she takes in Vikiam's progress.

SIXTY GLORIOUS
YEARS

he Tamil Nadu Crickel Association,

formerly the Madras Cricket Asso-
ciation, is set to celebrate its Diamond
Jubilee, but ill-luck dogs its plans.
Nevertheless, it is lime to recall what
it has achieved through hard work and
professional management.

The Madras Cricket Association,
formed in 1930, was only an ad hoc
committee composed of the Madras
Cricket Club, representing the Euro-
peans, Madras United Club, represent-
ing the Indians, and the Anglo-Indian
Sports Club. It was active only when
organising representative matches.

It was the Indian Cricket Federation,
formed with the various cricket clubs
as members in 1932, that was the real
forerunner of the Association as it now
exists. It took charge of the game in
Madras city by organising a league
championship for the member-clubs
and grew in stature so rapidly that the
MCA merged with it, with even the

Remembered Classics,

reluctant MCC joining in. The ICF then
dropped its name and the MCA became
the sole body managing cricket in the
stale from 1935.

It was T Govindarajulu Naidu, of
the Emmanuel Club, who took the
initiative to form the ICF. He was its
first secrelary and the Federation had
its offices in the premises of his club on
Pycroft's Road in Triplicane. K S Ranga
Rao, who was chosen the Secretary of
the enlarged MCA., ran its affairs from
his residence in T P Koil Street. He had
a couple of voluntary assistants, of
whom T A Ramachandran, fondly
called Laddu, was later lo become a
national cricket and hockey umpire.
Ranga Rao was assisted in his secrefarial
work by the diminutive, bespectacled

S Kannan who ran a publishing
business on Mount Road. Kannan was
also the founder of the The Field, the

first sports magazine in Tamil Nadu and,.

probably, in the country.

The period when T Srinivasa-
raghavan succeeded Ranga. Rac as
secretary of the MCA was when its
offices were shifled to the Nehru
Stadium, to remain there for about 15
years. The venue of test malches and
other representative matches was also

moved lto the Stadium [ollowing,

differences between the MCA and the
MCC. The lease of the Chepauk
ground, which the MCC held with the
State Government, was coming lo a
close in the early Sixties and there were
unsettling rumours thal the government
was keen {o fake it over lo raise its own

forgotten names

Guindy is back to life. It is perhaps

more appropriale o say that India’s
oldest racing centre has, after a seven-
month break, resumed its main role of
entertaining turfites, for, ever since the
introduction of off-course betting, which
goes on throughout the year, it never
remains dormant. The curtain has now
gone up on its 1991-92 season, and
everything points to it. being a bumper
one. With nearly 500 horses, including
about 200 fashionably-bred juveniles,
in the fray, fields will be big and
competitive enough to fest every
punter’s horse-sense.

But the pattern of the 40-meeting
season will be the same as in recent
years. It cannol be otherwise, con-
sidering the strength and quality of
M.A.M. Ramaswamy's establishment.
This has stood head and shoulders
above the rest over the years. The fact
that MAM, as Ramaswamy is popularly
called, his trainer and his No. One
jockey have, for years, headed their
respective lists virtually unchallenged
speaks for itsell.

It will indeed be no surprise if
MAM, the most successful owner in
Indian turf history, belters the Indian
winnings record of Rs. 23 lakhs plus
he himself set last season. But it will
not all be one-way traffic. S. Ranga-
rajan, V.S. Dhanasekhar, Md. Javeed
Ghatala, R. Ramakrishnan, N.S. Man-
radiar, M.G.K. Nair, Mrs. S.R. Shetly,

ANSWERS -14

1. Lal Bahadur Shasti — Vijay Ghat,
2. Kamani, 3. Mr Liviu Radu, 4. DRDO
— Defence Research and Development
Organisation; ANURAG — Advanced

Numerical Research and Analysis Group:

ECIL — Electronic Corporation of India Ltd:
PACE. — Processor for Aerodynamic Compu-
tations and Lvaluation; LGA — Ligh! Combat
Aircralt, 5. An organisation recently slarted
to make people environment conscious: the
Governor inaugurated their campaign to
clean the Marina Beach, 6. USA,
7. Rs. 60,000 (ie. 60%), 3. 'MADRAS
VISION 2000, 9. Ms Carla Hills,
10. Ramnath Goenka, 1f. Carbon
Monoxide from the exhaust of a portable
generalor, 12, Chris Lvert, 13. P V Nara-
simha Rao, 14. Kachativu, 15. Nadine
Gordimer, 16. The Right Livelihood Prize,
17. Naim Suleymanoglu 18. Naraes of
suiles in the Raj Bhavan which the Governor
recently renamed as Bharati, Thiruvalluvar,
Bharatidasan, Cauvery and Kambar res-
pectively, 19, R K Narayan.

Mrs. P.D. Cruz and others have horses
of high potential to provide keen and
exciling racing. But they can by no
means pose a threat to MAM’s high-
power contingent, which is certain to
rule the roost again.

MAM's record reign has at long last
been recognised by the Department of
Racing (DR), Government of Tamil
Nadu. Nearly a decade after he
completed his century of Classics
Winners and emexged as the hrst Indian

to be mentioned in the Guinness Book
of World Records, the DR has framed
a race in horour of his unique feat. The
belated decision has, however, robbed
the M.A.M. Ramaswamy 100 Classics
Win Cup of some of its status. It has
come fo be clubbed with three other
identical races, all in honour of
professionals (trainers A.B. David and
Rashid Byramji and jockey Vasant
Shinde) who also completed Classics
centuries, but did so long after MAM
hit the target. But better late than never,
so the DR would seem to have decided,

and it is a sale bet MAM will write
another new chapter by himself bagging
the new trophy and making it the most
significant addition to the dozens of cups
and shields that adomn the Chettinad
House drawing room.

Well as the DR deserves to be
congratulated on having framed the
century-makers' races, it is guilty of
having overlooked the claims of 3 dear
departed soul for identical recognition.
The ancient centre of Guindy has not
known a more honest, loyal or
persevering horseman than Parsuji
Shanker, who passed away three
months ago. Guindy's champion more
often than any other horseman,
Shanker certainly deserved a niosl
distinguished place in its Roll of
Honour. It is no wonder the question
is being asked in Madras racing circles
if, to the Tamil Nadu Government that
now runs racing at Guindy, a horseman
is only a second-class citizen, inferior
even lo trainers, so many of whom

have been honoured. It is not oo late
for the DR to undo a wrong and eamn
the gratitude of thousands of Shanker
fans still patronising a sport in which
the horsman is only second to the main
actor, the horse.

buildings. However, with his persuasive
skill, M A Chidambaram, the MCA
president, convinced Chief Minister
K Kamaraj of the imperalive need to
preserve Chepauk, with the halo it had
acquired over lhe years, as the home
of cricket in Tamil Nadu, and obtained
a fresh lease in 1966 in favour of the
MCA. The MCC's rights were confined
to an area around its club house.
C Subramaniam, at present Governor
of Maharashtra, then a Madras Minisler,
lent a helping hand in getting the lease.
This was a milestone in the history of
the MCA and triggered not only the
building of the massive stadium but also
put it on the road to affluence. Before
moving lo the Stadium, the MCA,
whose secretary by now was S Sri-
raman, had its offices in a smalf building
in the eastern comner of the Chepauk
ground.

The Duleep trophy final between
the South and the Central Zones in
December 1965 was the first represen-
tative match when first class cricket
retumned lo Chepauk. It was marked by
a unique feat in Indian cricket, the
Karnataka spin twins, Prasanna and
Chandrasekhar, between them sharing
all the 20 Central Zone wickets that fell
and helping win the trophy for South
Zone! Prasanna claimed 11 for 80 and
Chandrasekhar nine for 66. Central
Zone made 123 and 167 and the
South 310 runs, with Budhi Kunderan,
the dashing opener, coming up with an
even 100.

Test cricket returned to Chepauk
with a bang nex! season, when the
West Indians played their last match of
a threeTest series during the Pongal
holidays. The versalile Garfield Sobers,
who led the West Indians, displayed his
great skill wilh the bat to save his side
from a defeal that had seemed
imminent when the Indian spinners,
Prasanna and Bishen Singh Bedi, struck
a brilliant palch. It was a great match
in every way, bul perhaps its higlh point
was Sobers nursing the West Indian tail
{o eamn the draw. ,

Thal memorable Madras Season
closed the following week with a superb
213 by the Mysore captain V Subra-
manyam in a Ranji Trophy South Zone
tie. Batting in true Caribbean manner,
Subramanyam scored his second
hundred during a last wicket parinership
of 117 runs with Chandrasekhar!
Famous for his ‘ducks, Chandra made
10 in determined support of his skipper.
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