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Recent violence points to....

thnic violence in Kamalaka, a rather
‘muted backlash in Tamil Nadu and
veiled threals in official statements by
political leaders who should know
better have all been part of the fall-out,
this past fortnight, of the Government

of India gazelling a tribunal's award on
the Kaveri walers dispute. What is.

astounding about all this is that neither
local leaders nor national leaders have

thought it fit to point out in the plainest -

possible terms that all these politically-
incited ‘actions are tantamount to a
public thumbing of the noses at the
Law. And that if this is permitted to
continue, the laws of the land could
well hecome meaningless.

Tae Kaveri Waters Award that
‘Karnetaka is now dispuling is of a kind

with the awards of lhe scores of other

tribunals in the land. Like all those.

awards of such tribunals as Labour
Tribunals, Income Tax Tribunals elc.,
it should be respected as binding. !f such
respecl is nol going lo be accorded il,
why have tribunals on any dispute in
the future?

I one party feels that a tribunal’s
award is not justifiable, a recourse to

appeal has been built into the machi-’
nery. And Kamnataka's appeal was heard-

by the Supreme Court and turned
down. Is it then the position of
Karnataka, and that of every politician
in this land who has remained silent
on this count, that the decisions of the
Supreme Court are only lo be accepted
when convenient and ignored when

IGP shows

‘how to win

(By A Staff Reporter)

The Tamil Nadu Police team has
reqularly been a winner of several
prizes al the annual National Police
Duty Meet. But winning the overall tille
has eluded it for several years now. By
setting that right last month, the stale’s
"palice force has shown thal, given ils
head, it can perform with the best. And
this has been reflected these past few
" weeks in other ways too, as the Force
- has taken on and cleaned out several
LTTE and secessionist cells throughout
the state and clipped several wings.

The National Duly Meet title
virlually crowned these efforts. It was,
significantly, eamed by the all-round
performance of the team on home
ground with outstanding efforl being
put in my men and women of ALL
ranks. Bul unless there was leadership
at the top-of high quality, this was never

going to happen. And leadership by -

example was whal the leam got.

The hlghesl ranking pohce officer -

lo participale in the meel was Tamil

Nadu's Walter Isaac Dcwaram [IGP -

(law & Order). “And" 52-year-old

Dewaram set an example. for the resl
of- the leam, - winning the revolver
shootmg hlie in compehllon wilh many -

‘half hlS age

 the next year or two —

This gold follows a gold-in 1930
and silver in 1967. With participation

in this competition limiled to just five
times in a policeman’s career, Dewaram-

looks forward to his last opportunity in
- “when I'm able
o get in the necessary practice”.

Dewaram has won this lille in local
competition 24 times in the 23 years
since he joined the force. This followed
being declared the ‘best shot’ and the

‘best all-round cadet’ at the Indian
Police Academy, Mount Abu, in 1963.

: Com\ingnfrom an'Army family that

* had seen service in two world wars,
Dewaram was brought up with the
~ gun, so lo speak, bath by tradition as
- well as due to a childhood on the
- planialions. Those Munnar years also
kindled a lifelong interest in trekking,
* horse-riding and keeping fi. o

"A’ no-nonsense policeman,
Dewaram bu1lt his formidable

~ repulation by the way he tackled the
~ Naxalites in North Arcot' districl and -
“nipped in . the bud a dangerous

moverment: The. examp{e he set’then

is now being sel again — and the Tomil -
Nadu.Police Force is begmmng fo regdm
- ils own h!gh repule.. . :

A contempt
for the law

(By A Special.Correspondent) '

inconvenient? Or is il their view thal
the polilical will supercedes the
Supreme Court's? Or is every Supreme
Court decision fo be taken lo the streets
hereafter? This attitude could well make
the Supreme Courl a cipher. And woe
if that happens.

The violence in Kamalaka is,
therefore, cause for concern not just
because of the loss of life, limb and
property. but for what would seem to
be a more imporiant reason: a growing
pohhcal contemp! for the rulings of
cotrts and tribunals. Such contempt
and consequent incitement could only
lead to a breakdown in law and order.
It is time politicians pointed this out lo
the masses. "

MANAALI RAMAN. ..

" Oh! Oh! Santa’s special gift for
all of us is water! Waler from the Kaveri!-
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A VISION OF A CORNER
OF MADRAS TODAY

A bu:ldmg in the process of being pulled down? Not at all; this is a proteded
monument": one of the 16 in Fort St. George. This is historic Wellesley House, built
in 1796. It was here that Arthur Wellesley Jived as a Colonel as he trained’ lo win .
* honours at Waterloo and become the Duke of Wellington. ll-maintained for years,
a portion of the building (seen here loday) collapsed in the rains of 1980 and nothing
has been done since lo resurrect this building with a historic pasl.

and
A vision of

(Photograph by SUSHEELA NAIR)

Madras 201 1

(By A Specnal Correspondent)

¢Y Jision 2000' is Govemment's
dream for Madras City for the
next century. Meanwhile, the Madras
Metropolitan Development Authority is
working on it Second Masler Plan for
the Madras Melropolitan Area “for
which 2011 has been fixed as the
horizon year™. This fortnight. the
MMDA. and the Times (Bombay)
Research Foundation condud a lwo-
day seminar on ‘Madras 2011,
discuss expert papers on this vision lhal
have been worked on since Oclober

1989.

As part of this vision, MMDA and
the Indian National Trust for A and
Cultural Heritage have already begun
lo lake IookAal'wh'al “urgent physical
intervention” needs to be iaken to

preserve the  cultural heritage of -

Mylapore. With much of the areas
around the Mylapore and Triplicane
temples retamlng strong vestiges of the
lifestyles of the past, il is new

encroachments and future planning that
have lo be looked at-more closely ‘

“Thereafter, ways of ne{reatmg the

-lmdmonal lifestyles around lemple.

 squares and tanks will have o be

examined.
The Madrasriplicane area is only

two names on a long list of hentage
zones submitted to the “Madras 2011
study. Other heritage zones on the list -
are those places connected with the
“Tradition of Thomas’, Fort St. George,
Government Estale, Chepauk Palace-
and its Muslim hinterland, the Marina
and ils skyline, the High Court and Law
College'campus, George Town, North:
Beach Road (Rajaji Salai), Park Town
and uplo the YWCA on Poonamallee

" High Road, the Pantheon complex, | the

Theosophical Society and - Adyar

‘Sanctuary, and Guindy Park and the

opposile side of Sardar Patel Road. -
All these areas need study. not’

merely from the point of. view. of

conservation of the historical butalso.

for maintaining their - ‘traditional”

character as a way of life in the modem’

conlexl, il has been recommended to
the MMDA- sponsored study Wi“ the;
seminar endorse a re-look at so'many’

places in a. congested - city? Such-

herilage zones in city centres have been

~ crealed in many parts of the: world Soé
* why not. in Madras‘? R
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» 'As this issue got ready, The
- 4 3Man from Madras Musings
~ noticed elsewhere in it one more
point of view on the Madras

- Christian ' College controversy.
. But controversy or not, life
- seems to go on pretty much as

the more frequent sight of groups
in animated discussion rather
than couples whispering sweet
nothings. But if all seems well on

deeper emotions simmering
belowiit.\That’s the'thought that
struck The Man from Madras
Musings after he read a letter in
one of the citys English

newspapers.

‘battle’ as being headed by a
“non-SC principal’, backed by
several ‘‘non-SC committee
members'’, the letter goes on to
describe the leadership of the
opposition as being associated
with ‘‘the Dalit Christian move-
ment.... and pro-Ambedkar
processions’’.

There are much uglier
remarks in this vein in a letter
whose sign-off doesn’t seem
particularly genuine. But
whether the writer is who she
says she is or not, what was most
striking in this letter was the
public airing of a problem the
Church has tried to keep under
wraps for years. That is, its caste-
based infighting. -Is caste an

ethic? ¥ it is not, perhaps it is
time the Church addressed itself
to, this creeping problem more
sériously.

The singing nun

On a more positive Christian
note was the sight on tele-
vision one recent evening of a
nun in full habit singing with a
Hindu religious choir. She and
the rest were rendering unto
Goddess Kamakshi one of
.Dikshithar's Carnatic krithis

This nun, anonymous

seems to have followed in
Jesudas’s footsteps. That great
singer, born a Christian, now
regularly visits Hindu temples,

‘usual on the campus, except for

" -the surface, there seem to be

Describing one side in the

integral part of the Christian-

because she was part of a choir,:

T c p].aCGS that

slips into

sings Hindu devotional songs-and
recites Sanskrit slokas.

More people from all religi-
ons taking part in such cultural
exchanges would do a greater
world of good for national
integration than all the country’s
politicians put together.

Scholastic honours

Midst‘all the fanfare for the

degrees and donations
awarded and received last
fortnight, some very deserving
cases went almost unnoticed —
certainly by the city’s major
newspapers.

this field, he'll be following in
the footstéps of a Somasunda-
ram, a lifer in Madurai Prison

who is at present well into Law.

" The third case is a person

. who is very much on the right

side of the Law. Assistant
Commissioner of Police (Intel-
ligence) Vasu Ganapathy has
managed to combine law and
order with research into dowry
offences. The award for the latter
was recently made, a Ph.D., from
Madurai Kamaraj University.
Now those are achievements
really worth honouring. But
who's there to do the honours?
Not even our local Press, which

'SHORT 'N’

Perhaps the most outstanding
of these achievements was the
achievement of K.M. Prabhu, a
lecturer in English at Govern-
ment Arts College, Nandanam.
He was awarded his Doctorate
for his work in English
Literature at the recent
‘convocation of the University of
Madras. A 36-year-old lecturer
receiving a doctorate is nothing
remarkable; what makes it so in
Prabhu’s case is the fact that he’
-is BLIND and has been so since
he was 16.

Then there's been the case of
S. Radhakrishnan who was sen-
tenced to die for murdering a
‘neighbour in a land feud. The
sentence was commuied to life
imprisonment and, while in
Cuddalore Prison, Radha-
krishnan completed his B.A. and
M.A., as well as diploma courses
in automobile engineering and
offset printing. Now, this
22-year-old, who was recently
out on short parole to get

married, wants to study Law.
When he begins his studies in

SNAPPY

is so busy being “national” or
well into public relations.

Only numbers!

peaking of Madras’s

“national’’ newspapers, the
city's latest ‘'National Daily”,
which made its claim soon after
the Indian Express declared itself
““The Only National Daily", had
a headline last week that claimed
that 300 Tamilians had been
killed in Karnataka and that
bodies had been thrown into
drains. Mercifully, nothing has
been heard about this from any
other source and, thankfully,
even the politicians haven't come
up with such numbers. The
paper itself has maintained a
studied silence on these figures
ever since it led off with this bit
of sensationalism.

But is such silence the duty
of a newspaper? Or should it say
mea culpa and apologise? But
even if it had apologised, what
good would that have done if the

caste

- public had reacted wrthmr

minutes of its headline? In fact,

how much of the backlash, slight -
though ' it has been .in Tamil
Nadu, has been due to those:

headlines?

Some time ago, Time maga-
zine quoted a newspaper
ombudsman as saying readers
mistrusted newspapers because
of inaccurate reporting, editorial
arrogance, unfair reporting and
editorialising, disregarding
privacy, insensitivity to race,
religion and sex, glorification of
criminals and violence, and a
contempt for local readerships.
Need more be said? The Man
from Madras Musings can
already hear his fellow
journalists saying dog doesn't eat

dog. Sorry, but that was one ~

headline too many!

Love story

anet Morgan's Edwina
Mountbatten: A Life of Her
Own is now on loca! bookstands
and doing very well too. It
should, with all those letters that
Edwina exchanged with

“‘Jawahar'’ forming a substanhal

part of the book.

When she died in 1960, by
her bedside were a pile of
Nehru's letters, her nightly
reading. Of those letters, she had
written to her husband, Lord
Louis Mountbatten, in 1952,
““some are typical Jawahar
letters, full of interest and facts
and really historic documents™.
But, she went on, ‘‘Others are
love letters in a sense, though
you yourself will realise the
strange relationship — most of it
spiritual — which exists between
us. ‘]' has obviously meant a
very great deal in my life in these
last years and I think I in his.
Our meetings have been rare and
fleeting but I think I understand
him, and perhaps he me, as well
as any human being can
understand each other.”’

“I'm glad,”” Lord Louis
replied. '‘You realise that | know
and have always understood the
very special relationship between
Jawahar and you — made the

Momentous times

We are living through significant

times, witnessing landmarks in
history. The words ‘Capitalism’ and
‘Communism’ are acquiring new
meanings. Capitalisls are becoming
more socialists, while Communists are
getling transformed. The world order
is doubtless changing. Institutions
implicit in each of these systems are
undergoing refinement.

It is, therefore, no surprise that we
now have with us a set of radical
recommendations from the Narasimhan
panel relating lo the capital market. The
gradual opening up of the market to
foreign portlolio investment is one such.
This will bring about the potential for
foreign control over Indian corpo-

rations. No doubt, changes will be -

introduced which will make takeovers
difficult, but the scene will never be the
same again, once foreigners begin fo
~“invest in the Indian capital markets.

~~ The almost unlimited “power
exercised by the financial institutions on
the ownership of corporations will also
end. They will need to disinvest not

k onlylo collect investible funds but also

due to the increasing pressure on them
fo relinquish their unreasonable
stranglehold on the- ownership of
corporations. They will be compelled
to address questions relating lo mergers
and acquisitions more professionally.

BULL'S EYE
All these developments will bring
about a healthy growth of the capital
markeis and we should look forward

to them. _
* * * %

Below is a set of three recommen-
dations for this fortnight:- '

Elgi Tyre & Tread Ltd (Current

Marke! Price — Rs. 200/-): This Figi Group

. -company is the pioneer of the pre-cured tyre

retreading business in the country and at
present commands a market share ol over
60%. The company, which concentrated
mainly on retreading of truck and bus tyres,
has now ventured into the retreading of LCV
and car tyres. The first half results of 1992
are encouraging. We expect Rs. 300/- for
this share by the time of next results.
Tuticorin Alkali Chemicals &
Fertilisers Ltd (Current Marke! Price —
Rs. 26/-): The sick company has con-
siderably improved its performance since the
takeover by SPIC in May '91 and its capacity
utilisation is now dose to 100%. Its first hall
results for the period ended Sept. ‘91 are

- good and there are hopeful signs of a turn

around situation. The share appears lo be
a good long-term investment at current
prices. We expect.the price lo double in a
year's lime,

SCICI (Currenl Market Price —
Rs. 38/-): The company is engaged in the
business of providing development finance
to shippirig companies. It has announced
good results for the half year ended Sept.
‘9. It is now raising Rs. 38 cr through
bonds issue lo meet the funding requirements
of new sectors like “telecommunication,
tourism, energy efc., besides the exisling

areas. We anticipale a price of Rs. 50 plus

for the year-end resuils. -
K. Gopalaknshnan

easier by my fondness and
admiration for him and by the
remarkably lucky fact that

not add jealousy in any degree or
form."”

When they said farewell in
1949, Edwina wrote to Nehru,

yearmng for. Happiness, balance,
misery even. But we know the
reason (and we would not
exchange it). And there is
infinitely more power and
purpose to life...”’

phoning each other, -writing to
each other(often using the

diplomatic bag) and occasionally
meeting. And then it all ended,

Jawaharlal Nehru.

What has all this got to do
with Madras? Lady Archibald
Nye, wife of the last Governor of
Madras, was sure that this was
not one of the world’s great

and the Prime

together...

among my many defects God did -

“You have brought me all I was

Thereafter they kept tele-

when she died, four years before -

stories of platonic love. She
‘always used to tell confidantes
“how she had once seen Edwina: |
Minister

-An alumni view

e.S. Krishnan's letter in Madras Musings
ov. 15-30) on the MCC crisis, as
signalories of the second-mentioned letter of -

“the Alumni Association™ we wish lo point

oul that this letter was not sent by the Alumni
Association, bul by concerned alumni -

mdependenl of the Association and is not
but mentions concrele

“prefty general”’
pointers on which the appeal to the Chiefl
Minister should be made. ,

The point of the appeal was nol lo
foreclose the options to the dissidents, but
to request the Chief Minister, trusting that
she will choose right and not might, to 'save
our College,

Further, his contenlion that the striking
teachers are “‘strongly supported by lellow
leachers" is totally baseless.. More than 100
of the 186 staff have sent a signed memo-
randum (o the State Governmenti slating that

- they are agains! the strike. Of the remaining, -

about 30 absiain from laking classes — their
prime duty after signing the register. The rest -
are neulral.

Our main grouse is the form of the
strike. A.J. Boyd, a former Principal, said,
regarding a leacher strike in the 70's, “{ can't
help leeling that it's better lo endure justice
with dignity than lo secure justice by
methods that degrade our profession”.

Finally, studenls are raw and ignorant.
It is upto the staff to shed their businesslike
attilude and relurn to considering their
profession as a life-calling.

Al

V. Chandrasekaran,
5, Khadar Nawaz Khan Road-600 006.

Champions unmentioned

Consraluaiations!.. The arlicle “World

Champs from Madras”, by "The Comner
Flag' in Madras Musings (Nov. 1-14) has
had its effect. We found “Indian Carrom
feam felicitated”” mentioned in the sports page
of The Hindu of 27.11.91.

Though there’ was!mention of half
a dozen names of persons present at thal -

~ function, the names ‘of the winners, Maria

[rudayam and Anu Raju, were not seen. The

~ reports simply says, “‘All the members of the

Indian team which swepl the lilles in the
world championship in Delhi last month
were present”. Whal an unfortunate way ol
reporting an event, forgetting the champions
but giving prominence to the speakers!

Hema Sivasankar

13, D' Monle Streel-600 004.

Uninteresting recipes

| Madras Musings is short enough to to creale

interest and long enough to cover the
subject. Especially for those who wani lo
know things al a glance. But your recipes
are nol very interesting.... they are simple
ones which have been published before:
Inslead, why not include a column like.
‘Where to Go for What' (for hospilal

services, orphanages, people in need elc;)

Mrs. Kokila Ramakrishnan
Madras. -

| Qurz apprecmtron

Madras Musings keeps us uplo dale wﬂh '
the events in Madras. It also give us:
a thorough review of the currenl evenls. .

I am an avid reader of 'Quizzin wrlh E
Navin'? The Quiz helps us to improve our -
General Knowledge and enables us: 1o -
remember the important evenis happening ™
in and around Madras. The-Prize Question. -

was an incenlive and encouraged me-to Iry -

and answer all the Prize Questions. However, -

the discontinuance of the Prize Question'is
"a disappointment {o. many readers like me.
| hope that -you will -re-start ihe Prme:' ;
‘ Que:stron in the near fulure:- ST

ln any evenl lhank you for lhe Qutzzm | : .
every lo'tmghl A s n

o P Selvakumar
12 ]aganaihapuram Hl Slreet 600 031

SRR St .
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tened belts and less

- political distraction

The year has drawn to a. close. 1991
 * has been a momentous year in-

" more ways than one. We lost a young
.. and dynamic leader to the cruel hands

of assassins. It was also the year when

“Tamil Nadu got its first woman Chief
Minister, also young' and proving a
~ dynamic, non-nonsense person. She

also got the largest majority in any

Assembly in the counlry. It was also

the year when the country finally woke

*_ up to the economic realities and took

somie steps lo integrate itsell with the

" rest of the world.

The year 1991 will always be
remembered as the year when [ndia

abandoned the command economy. -

Reforms which seemed remote even a

couple of years ago, like dismantling the-
licensing systems and disbanding the
- term ‘monopoly; from the Monopolies

and Restrictive Trade Practices Act
(MRTP),
irony of il all is that the man who

Cops

l was a. bright busy moming in the
Magrslrates Courl. Lawyers, litigants,
police officers, the magistrate, all were
listening patiently to a lawyer arguing

his case. Suddenly a middle-aged, bare-

chested man in a dhoti held up by a

‘broad green belt with purse-like bags

attached to it began screaming, “'Sir, Sir,

blood...blood...body...Oh, Gad....
Oh, God... "

CRIME
NOTEBOOK

Randor Guy |
h-

The court sat stunned by this shock-

ing intrusion. But worse was fo follow.

The man ran towards the dais on which
the-Magistrale sat. Policemen rushed to
hold- him back, but he managed to
reach the presiding judge, all the while
screaming the same words over and

over again. And there he, incoherently

poured ou! a story.

The Magisirate ordered a Deputy
Superintendent of Police standing close
by lo find out what the hullaballoo was

all about, The D S P heard the intruder

_out and was galvanised into action. He
jumped inlo his waiting jeep and,

together with the bare-chested man and
a few policemen, raced out of the court
compound.

The barechesled man, it tumned

~oul, ‘was a reasonably - prosperous
farmer from Kandiyur, a tiny village
* where he ran a mini-dairy. As business

grew, he began lo visil a weekly market

fair in a nearby small town to lock for
cattle. He had visited this fair the -
previous day with a lot of money in

the bags altached lo his belt. He could

“not, however, strike a bargain at the fair
“and left with his belt-bags unopened.

- 1t'was dark by then and too lale

, ,to walk back to his village. So he

" decided o spend.the night in a local
.pohce station, At the police station he-
mel a sohlary policeman who was

desultorily entering. the records in the

~dull light of a smoky kerosene lantern.
~* When he explained his predicament,
- the kmdly policeman- gave him per-
o _mrssron lo sleep in the pohce slalron and '

have become realities. The

pushed the MRTP amendment- bill
through parliament is Rangarajan
Kumaramangalam,

mangalam, both- from Tamil Nadu. The
other minister who has been ushering
in all kinds of reforms is P Chidam-

- baram, another MP from Tamil Nadu.

He heads the Commerce Ministry.

‘BUSINESS

REVIEW

o by
 THE SHROFF

" If 1991 is the year that India

" decided 1o face economic realities,

1992 will be the year when when we

will have to face the consequences of-

the structural changes. The govemment
would like 1992 to be the" year of

austerity. Narasimha Rao has

® 00

agreed to wake him up at 4 a.m., as
requested.

The farmer slept sound]y and was
woken up by the policeman informing
him that it was 4 am. The farmer
thanked him for the favour and was
surprised when the policeman refused
a gift of ten rupees.

As the farmer began his joumey, he
noticed the slars twinkling brightly.
That did not look right to him. As a
farmer, he was familiar with "the
changing moods and colours of the sky
before dawmn. Something told him that
it did not-look like the skies at 4 a.m.
He began lo feel uneasy and when he
came {0 a tall shade tree, he climbed
it and rested against a thick branch.

A short while later, he heard heavy
footsteps and saw the kind-hearted
policeman walking past the lree.
Moments later, the farmer froze in terror
at the sound of loud, thwacking noises
followed by blood-curdling screams.

“Seconds later he heard exciled voices.

Soon, several policeman began running
towards the village:

Shivering with fear, the farmer ‘

stayed in the Iree until dawn. Then he
climbed down and began to walk home

fast.
But just a few yards from the tree,

he stopped in horror. In a pit by the

" road lay the helpful policeman in a pool

of blood. Even in his- shocked con-
dition, the farmer realised the truth: he

" had been the intended victim and the
policeman had been killed by mistake:

in the dark. The farmer ran, ran and
ran and stopped only when he reached
the Magistrate’s Court. .

When tlie D S P, and his team
arrived at the spot mentioned by the
farmer, they found he had been speak-
ing the truth. The policeman’s body still
lay in the uncovered pit together with
several iron. rods and wooden clubs.

Several policernen at the rural police
station were picked up shorily after-
wards and conlessed to the crime. Bul
they staled that.it was the murdered

constable who had hit upon the plan

lo rob the farmer and had hatched the

conspiracy. In: pursuit of his plan, he-
‘had woken the farmer at 12.20 a.m.,

instead of 4 a.m. And his eagerness to

son of the
" committed socialist Mohan ' Kumara-

be. “in at the kill™ wrote ‘finis’ to his
-plans. - | :

" announced a series of measures aimed
al reducing the expenditure of the

‘govemmeni. There will be serious

measures like abolishing a lot of

-unwanted posts and symbolic measures

like making the ministers: travel in
Economy Class on planes.

The state govemmenls also wil
have to do their bit fo maintain ausferity.
Dr. Manmohan Singh, the gentle
Finance Minister, has told the states that

they_can no longer be assured of.

Central assistance to finance their
deficits, which are now between 3 and
5 per cent of the GDP (Gross Domestic
Product). He has wamed the slates that
lack of strict fiscal discipline; inefficiency
in resource use and unchecked subsidies
would put planning for development in
peril. He has pointed out thal a
substantial part of the Centre’s fiscal
deficit could be traced to assistance {o
the slates. He has underlined the need
for eliminating the losses of State
Electricity Boards, as their losses now
exceed Rs. 4,000 cores and their
average relurns on capital remain al
minus 14 per cent.

The Tami: Nadu Government will
have to take a lot of measures {o tighten
its belt. It has already asked for Rs. 500
crore assistance from the Centre, which
it is not likely lo gel immediately. Iis
policies on disinvesiment are still not
very clear. Although it is commitied to
inviling invesiment to the state, that is
not happening yel. Problems like the
Binny Mills dispute tend to drag on
interminably. Of course, there have
been some fnajor achievements; for
inslance, the first joint sector power
project agreement has been signed and
sealed and some necessary steps, like
the hiking of the electricity tariff. and
bus fares, have been introduced.

But a lot more needs to be done

on the economic front. Unfortunately, -

politics distracts even the mosl
committed Chiel Ministers. Do we
really need the Kaveri wrangle in a year
when the reservoirs in both Kamataka
and Tamil Nadu are overflowing?

inns BE N
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MOVIEMAN
EE R EmE®

been, and continues to be, steeped
in superstition. Much time, energy and
money are invariably spent by every
Tamil film producer choosing the Jucky
title for his film, an auspicious ‘godly
time’ to launch the production and to
tum the camera for the first shot, which
is popularly known as the moorat shot
(the Hindi version of the Tamil word
Muhurtham). Not only on . the
inaugural day, but every moming there-
after, befcre the camera rolls, a coconut
is broken and lumps of camphor lit to
ward off the evil eye.

S.P. Balasubramaniyam, the’ top
singer of South Indian cinema, has his
own way of invoking the goodwill of
the gods. Before he begins fo record a
song for a movie, he announces the
name of the production company and

"when he sings for producers who are
“not believers, he does not invoke the
blessings of the gods!

A prominent and successful pro-
" ducer-director makes a compulsory visit
[0 Tirupathi with his script and places
it at the feet of the ‘Lord of the Seven
' Hills', Somewhat ironically, he was an
avowed atheist in his earlier, less
prosperous, days. With increasing
prosperity, he ‘took religion” and laughs
- embarrassedly when some impertinent
friend reminds him of those early days.

face-reading — you name it, there are
self-styled experts and specialists ready
to give advice (for a stiff fee, of course)
to motion picture producers and those
who depend on them. Some specialists
predict the future prospects of a pro-
duction by studying the pattem in
which a coconut breaks on the day the
movie is launched. There is another
specialist who charges a heavy fee for
reading the future of the film by

The Temil frlm industry has always»

solemnly says ‘god bless! However,

Numerology. palmistry. astrology,

Ensunng
luck's
with you

and your

film

studying the ‘vibrations of the lrtles

(whatever that means!)! This ‘vibrator-. o ‘"

man’ has made quite a pile overthe
years and built a fine house. When the
soulmale of this writer su ed that
the house should be mamed ‘Vib-
rations, the soothsayer stopped talking
to him for many a year.

The successful South Indian film- -
maker A Bhim Singh, who claimed to
be a rationalist, yet revered Buddha,

had his own superstitions when it came ©

to choosing the titles of his films. Every.
title should begin with the Tamil letter-
‘Pa’ he was convinced — and so we
had. Pathi Bhakthi, Paava Mannippu,

Palum Pazhamum, Pasa Malar; Pada

Kanikkai, Pachai Villakku. Interestingly, -
all these films were box office hits and - -
the Telugu-speaking Tamil film-maker-

told this writer's soulmate more than =

once that there was really something

to his ‘Pa’ theory. Then he made
Pazhani. In spile of its star-studded cast
and aii the quality inputs of a Bhim

Singh movie, it fopped and landed him

in trouble. He soon forgot the ‘Pa’
theory.

~ And in the same vein, there's the

story of the producer whose ‘lucky
number’ was three. He was also a

frequent. visitor to Guindy. One race

day, his official numerologist told him - _
that he was destined to win a huge

fortune that day as it was his 33rd -
birthday. He advised him to back a
horse named ‘Three Wishes' that was

running in the third race. At the end -
of the race the producer went looking:
for his numerologist friend. The horse
had come third!

Thy voices, thy nightingales, .
Them he cannot take...

Thrs is a very personal column. |
wrile it both to exorcise my own
trauma, and in the thought that it might
strike a chord in others who have gone
through a similar experience.
Death, the subject of countless
cliches, is the one real fact of life.
Sooner or later everyone comes face
o face with death, and leams fo accept
it and survive it. Time, as long as | am

clinging to clichés, heals alf things. But.

does it, really? .
The death of a close friend of more

than 40 years' standing has -many

dimensions. Grief, and grievous sense
of loss, are inevilable, and you are

‘overcome by these feelings in the
beginning. It is later that thoughts and -

You are overcome by a sense of utter
desolation.

The friend [ lost was a brilliant man.
He was at the top of his profession, and
had access to the corridors of power.
He was a socially important person.
Nothing seemed out of his reach. Thus
it was that he opened new avenues of

recollections take over, usually in the -

early hours of the moming. It is then

that you realise that the initial grief was

really nol much more than normal

human reaction. The grief that wells in

you mow is a torment beyond bearing.

Pictures of a happier time jostle one

another in the mind's landscape. Times

shared, memories of good times and
bad times, pleasures  experienced
~ together, they- clamour in your mind.

friendship forme. for we had become
inseparable. Many of his friends became
.mine, some of whom | would not have

met in the normal course of my social.
or professional life. It was not all one’ -

-way. He had some curious areas of

to introduce him to other cultures, to
people: from other cultures. -

diffidence. ltwasmypleasureand;oy p

Wbsharedapassbnforbod&for"

" things intellectual. Our specialisations-.
were in different fields, so we could: -

complement each other during our
endless discussions. He was an expert

musician, and | have some rudimental

knowledgeofartlmervedmoreﬁom
him than | could give him, but here - .

again therewasashannsthalwasndre
and fruitful. We travelled together fo " -
many places, usually in comforable -
companionship, and the good feeling - -
engendered by the fact that we were

fogether.. Whenever: our perceptions -

differed, it was not a cause for animus -

but a basis for animaled argument:. = -
] am not trying fo suggest that ours -~

‘was a unique and unusual relationship. -
Thaemustbemllmso[peoplewho;; 5

areonsrmrlarleunsmﬂroneanoﬂrerj
lamonlysaymgthatformenwar

ahonshp that was an .megral paft of - .

beymdmae[rmdshp We lived dose
to one another. Tbe[amrlres became
intimate. His dnkken and my chrldren
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The problems caused Dy ..

t was a milk run for Mohan and

Reeba Cherian. He knew the turns
and dips of the serpentine ghat road
from Coonoor to Terramia like the back
of his hand.

The night was still chill and bible-
black. As the travellers wound their
lonely way homeward, they passed
miles of squat tea bushes and silver cak
trees. The Maruti zoomed passed the
solitary light al Kempenski's window

e by
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and the dark dumbfounded hamiet of
Silas. Soon they were through Craig-
more Eslale, the childhood home of
Colin Cowdrey. Thal's when i
happened.

A beautiful huge cat jumped from
right out of the tea bushes that ranged
the side of the road and landed in front
of the speeding car. Mohan swerved to
the left and jammed his brakes. The
couple looked with wonder at the sleek,
lawny panther transfixed in the glare
ol the headlights. lis coat was fawn with
black markings, the tail long and
sensuous. And there it stood, in all its
glory, staring back at them. for a
stunned second the leopard trembled,
then turned and loped gracefully along
the side of the road. The Cherians kept
pace behind it for a full five minutes.
Then, all too soon, it was over. The
gigantic cat took a flying leap onto the
rivetment above and disappeared into
the tea bushes.

Totally bewilched, the couple
arrived at their cstate bungalow (after
a week's sabbatical) to find things in
a state of chaos caused by the same
beast whose beauty they had so
recently admired. Stories abounded.
some fact, some fiction. The beas! had,
it seemed, killed a man. mauled a
woman and chewed off the buttocks
of another.

The Cherians were not the only
ones to sce the panther, though their
sighting becamne by far the most famous,
thanks to the couple’s popularity and
Reeba's powers of description. Strong,

A lega

SEPARATE BUT EQUAL. That was
the principle that served lo justify
racial segregation in the schools of
- many parts of America. The reality was
far different, as Black schoolchildren in
several of these areas were never
provided the same facilities as the
‘Whites. That was until Thurgood
Marshall, a civil rights lawyer, decided
o take the issue lo the Supreme Court
in a bid lo strike at the very rools. of
racism.

Separate But Equal is also the
name of the two-parl dramatisation of
this imporiant slice of history. Direclor
George Stevens Jr. masterfully unfolds
the legal drama, placing before the
viewer the moral, civic and consti-
tutional issues involved. In a role that
fits like a glove, Sidney Poitier excels
.as Marshall, while Burt Lancaster pro-

brave men soon began lo neglect their
tea-and follow pasther spoor reported
from all over, even in the centre of
lown. And so more stories were born
o while away those long winter
cvenings, stories ranging from the
sublime to the ridiculous. But they all.
pointed lo one facl.

There has been a steady increase
in the population of panthers in the
Nilgiris in the last couple of years. And
thereby there's been created yel another
of those paradoxes of modemn times.

Though wild life is protecled by
stringent laws, with only the occasional
poacher;breaking them the leopard's
habitat is being steadily depleted. Small
game has viriually disappeared and
camivores find themselves without prey.
So they turn on Man, on the weakes|
among us, the coolie woman in the
field, the solitary child at the stream or
the naive townstian picking wild
flowers in the forest. Game wardens
and wild life enthy3iasts are hard put
o it to assess whethzr only one animal
has become a man-¢ater or if there are
more.

Reports arriving from  various
districts indicate that there are many. It
is alleged that there is a Government
order to shoot and kill all such animals.
But this again is a Calch-22 siluation.
You can shoot and kill an animal only
on your propey. provided you have
proof that it has attacked your livestock
and endangered human life. In case the
animal is maimed and it wanders off
to die in the reserve lorest, the person
who fired the gunfthe licensee is subject
lo severe penallies.

But if that's not fair. neither is the
rest of my story. The last | heard of the
Beauty of the Kulakambi range was that
they had called in the army to lackle
it. No leopard, not even a man-eater,
is match for six AK-47s. Is this a moral
way to kill a beautiful predator who had
dared to revenge itself on Man for the
destruction done to.its natural habilat?

Lel the brave man pick up his rifle
and shoot the beast between ils topaz
eyes dt a range of 50 yards. Bul, alas,
the days of Jim Corbeti are over. Or
else my story would have been called
the “Man Laler of Kulakambi'

vides adequate support as the opposing
lawyer. Strongly recommended.

In Other People’s Money the
clash is between traditional values of
industry versus the ‘Money is Worship’
culture of the corporale raiders of loday.
Danny De Vito is Larry a.k.a. The
Liquidator, the takeover artist supreme.
Gregory Peck is Jorgensen, the
industrialist as patriarch, whose
company larry wanls lo buy. Enter
Kate (Penelope Ann Miller), Jorgensen’s
lawyer who combines wit and more
than a little bit of charm in an attempt
to defeat The Liquidalor.
~ From the first frame, this is De Vito's
film and he soon has the viewer siding
with him in his ‘pragmatic” approach
to life. This is the stufl that star
performances are made of and [ am
betting on at least a nomination for him
at the next Oscars. Director Norman

_in_tune with din

The old and the new wa y of handling-towers. The Ma

dras Main Branch of the State Bank of India on North

A L T

Beach Road (Rajaji Salai) was built as the headquarters of the Madras Bank, whose nucleus pioneered modern
banking in India. A splendid example of Indo-Saracenic architecture, it features towers and minarets, arches and

domes and its interior is splendidly embellished with wood and stained glass.
Its main features are its two handsome towers.
A central tower and mock tower-like embellishments are also the most

THE
OLD...

...& THE
NEW

striking features of Anna Arivalayam, the DMK's headgquarters on

Anna Salai. Both, together with the turrets, make a typical modern office block something different — and taking
the difference still further is the refurn to a Chola style for these special features of a building which demonstrates
that, when we want to, we can keep a building’ clean in Madras.

Jewison keeps this Black Comedy under
control which, if it had been lefi to De
Vito, could well have been blacker than
you could ever take!

To enjoy the Fisher King is to be
ector Terry Gillian's

B S SR I rote 4.

sense of the bizarre. A radio D.]. (Jeff
Bridges) sels oul to help a mentally
deranged person (Robin Williams)
oblain the love of his life. But that's not
all, for Williams believes he's a knight
in quest of the Holy Grdil! Gillian effort-

lessly fuses Arthurian Legend with the

harsh urban realily of New York to
come up with one of the best ofl-beat
entertainments of 1991, There is also
some fine acting all round, most notably
from Amanda Plummer as William's
love interest.

I have two dlassic options lor this
fortnight, Stanley Kubrick's Paths of
Glory and Carol Reed's The Falle
Idol. '

Made in 1957, Paths of Glory
was the film that launched Kubrick on
a long and distinguished career. Set in
1916, during WW.I, the story is of
three French soldiers facing a court
martial on charges of cowardice. Based
on lrue incidents, this gripping down-
beat drama was banned for {8 years
in France, as it is an exposé of the
corruption and incompelencé of its high
command. The trench warfare seque-

(Photographs by SUSHEELA NAIR)
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1ces are considered among the best ever
made, and Kirk Douglas sparkles in the
role of the hones! officer, defending the
three men in the lace of official
disapproval.

The Fallen Idol is the lesser
known collaboralion between Graham
Greene and Carol Reed (the more
famous being The Third Man). An
Ambassador’s little son does everything
possible to incriminale his friend the
Butler in the accidental death of his
wife. Cinemalic technique and fine
acling combine to make this an under-
staled masterpiece, rich in the
ambiguities that Greene was famous for.

Al the same time, the suspense is
worthy of a Hitchcock. Ralph
Richardson plays the butler, while
Bobby Henry is perfect in the role of
the boy.
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Food of the lulure — the Capybara?

Would vou eal a plump, juicy

rodent, distant cousin of our rat,
known as a Capybara, if a S-slar
restaurant served it up as: “Chel
recommends — Capybara in créamy
while sauce with wild mushrooms and
herbs™? Chances are that you wilf, even
if you don't happen to live in Bolivia
where Capybaras are a delicacy,
because a lot of our food habits depend
on conditioning.

How rigid this conditioning can be
may be understood when we are told
that out of a total of 75,000 plant foods
only 150 have been cultivated on a
large scale by human beings through

the centuries. Access lo, and control of,
food resources has been one of the most
potent forms of keeping a population
under control. This type of control was
once upon a lime sanctioned Dby
religion. In the 20th Cenlury, the era
of bio-tech and genetic engineering, just

‘when it seemed as though Science

would provide alf the solutions and fake
over from nalure, it appears that Science
can also lead lo a form of conlrol. The
more powerful the impact, the more
pervasive the control.

Speaking on the occasion of a two-
day international workshop, organised
by the M.S. Swaminathan Research
Foundation, Prof. Dragavalsev from
Moscow, reminded the audience lhat
though mankind is in a posilion lo
maximise production of its nutritional
needs, ““far more attention, however,
shall have to be given to the manage-
ment and conservalion of renewable
resources, because they provide the
basis for long-lerm sustainable pro-
duclion of goods and services essential
to human welfare.” The critical aspect
ol such a form ol conservalion, he
emphasised, is “biological diversily".

Put in very simple ferms what this

‘means is that we need the rich variety

and mix of plant and animal lile as it
has evolved through the centuries to
help_us..to adapt to the ' changing
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condilions that are taking place all the
time around us. As Prof. Dragavalsev
put it, “The larger this diversity, the
wider the range of possible responses
permitiing adaptation o new condi-
tions. Conversely, any loss of diversily
would impair the capacily lo adapt,
thrive, or simply survive”. for instance,
when the collee planlations in Latin
America were prey o a sudden
epidemic in the 1970s, called the rust
disease, no amount of fungicides were
of help. Biologists had to go back to
the Ethiopian highlands, where the
original strains of Latin American colfee
were found, and locale a rust-resistant
variely. By using the genelic message
encoded in these wild coffee plants,
they were able io re-siructure a rust-
resistant gerrnplasm.

It was symbolic that Prol. Draga-
vatsev, who is a Direclor of the VASKnil
Institute in Moscow, should be speaking
on ""The Impacl of the Life and Work
of N.I. Vavilov ", for lhe occasion also
marked "Vavilov Day", which
commemoraled the birth centenary of
the Russian plant geneticist. The name
Nikolay lvanovich Vavilov does not trip
easily off the tongue, much less the
memory. Yel he is one of the most
eminent plant scientists of this century.
He worked all over the world collecting
plants and specimens and these led him
to formulale- an importanl thesis. He
said thal a cullivated plant’s centre of
origin may be found in the area where
it's wild relations show the maxirmum
adaptability. That is, he recognised the
importance of biological diversily in
suslaining a parlicular species. The
tragedy was that Vavilov at that time
altracted the hostility of the Russian
scientific establishment, led Dby
T.D. Lysenko, and was sent lo a
concentralion camp where he even-
tually died in 1943. As Prol. Draga-
vaisev explained, it is in Vavilov's
footsteps that measures have been laken
in recent times 1o hunt onl and identify
different plant and animal species by
organisalions such as the JAQ and the
CGIAR.

In the course of his lalk, Prof.
Dragavalsev oullined the main dangers
of the new genelic order. - The very

diversily of the human habital once
allowed for biclogical deviation. This
ensured the survival of different eco-
systems with their own species of
animals, planis and genelic variations.
Now that we are living in a “global

village™ siluation, it is becoming.

increasingly difficult for small
communities {o survive, le! alone live
in harmony, as they have done for
cenluries. It has also made it easier for
powerful segments of the global

community to take advantage over the

less favoured ones who also happen lo
form the majority. This imbalance has

led fo a search to maximise yields, using

the best available strain of a lood
source, or “extreme crop genelic
homogeneily brought about by, the
universal adoption on vast areas of
cultivation of one or few progressive
varieties”. That is, we have so far placed
our bels on just a few of what have
appeared lo be the winning species.

Dr. Viktor A. Dragavtsev, Direcior of the
" Vavilov Institute, Russia.

Playing genelic roulette will,
however, not work in the long run
because by then we may have wiped
out our options. At the same lime, he
warns us, unless the basic problem of
human hunger is addressed, there is no
use talking about genetic diversity. Both
are aspects of the same question: how
do you feed the world? Perhaps the
Capybara has the answer.

My Husband Plays
The Quiz

How did your Quiz Programme go
at the Ladies Club, darling?
Surprised at hubby evincing interest

in my club activities, I said, Oh. it went

off very well, in fact much better than

I expecled.

Could they answer all your
questions right? he asked.

Yes, they could give the correct
answers for most of thern, | said, feeling
encouraged by his curiosity.

Then your questions must have
been of the moron variety, he teased.

How dare you underestimate the
IQ of the fair sex? | shot back angrily.

Calm down, darling. 1 am sure all
the ladies enjoyed swallowing a dose
of their own medicine, hubby re-
marked.

Puzzled by his words, | wanted to
know what he meant.

See, you even fail fo understand a
simple expression like that. It only
means the roles have been reversed for
once, he tried lo explain.

What roles, | asked, still puzled.

Well, it is always one-sided, is it
not? You people ask us inconvenient
questions day in and day out and we
answer whether we like il or nol.
Hubby's explanation sounded more like
an accusation.

Though | could see some truth in
his statement, | did not want o betray
my sex.

O.K.. if you think you are af the
answering end’ all the time, why don'l
you ask me some questions for a
change? | said provokingly.

Hubby suddenly sat-up and
appeared lo welcome the idea.

Are you ready? Here we go.

What does a wile do from moming
o night?

look afler a cranky husband and
a couple o mischievous children, I said.

O.K. no points there.

What does a wile do on the [irst
of every month? he asked.

She prepares the budgel for the
month, | said. ,

No points again. Here is the third
question.

What does a wife do when she
loses an arqument?

Admit that she has lost it, | said.

No points again. you lose on all the
three answers, taunied hubby.

All right. Why don't vou give me
the correct answers, | prompted.

Well, the answers are: A wife nags
her husband from moming till night,

& <@
Mix it.
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R4PID S&N

27, SRIPURAM FIRST STREET, (NEAR AJANTHA HOTEL) ROYAPZTTAH,

MADRAS - 44, PH: 860597/864235.
R

aster

she steals her husband’s pay packe!
from his pouch on the first of every
month and, finally, she sulks when she
loses an argument, said hubby.

| must admit that vou have &
marvellous Q. | said and asked
innocently, Will the answers be the
same if vou substitute the "wile’ for the
‘husband” in your questions, dear?

Yes, of course. The words came out
before he realised what he was saving

N, Meera Raghavendra Rac

Tintit. |
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If you have any lingering doubts
*regarding the level of haute
couture and ostentation in the
city, it is worthwhile visiting
ALSA MALL on Montieth Road.
The facade of this four-storeyed
building is imposing enough —
all pink Dolpur and chrome. Not

existence are plainly dazzling and
.upmarket — ranging from LOUIS
PHILIPPE and VAN HEUSEN
(for men's wear) to ‘‘trendy”’
eating places like HOT BREADS
(for baked goodies), CHAPPAN
BHOC (for exclusive Indian
sweets) and the '‘teenage’’ coffee
shop hangout called SEVEN
ELEVEN. :

The granite and marble stair-
case in the lobby will lead you
to all the fashionable boutiques,
like FASHION BUSTERS, the
jewellery store called ADITI
where you are likely to pick up
a bargain or two, AUFA RAFISA,
which specialises in splendid
outfits for the wedding season,
like sequinned dresses, zardosi
work on kameezes in haveli cuts,
and so on. However, to my mind,
the most striking decor is to be
seen in GYPSY ROSE, which

all the floors are occupied, but
" the shops and boutiques in .

boasts statues and mannequins in
little lighted alcoves, muted
lighting and an array of
‘Juxurious artificial plants. The
highly exclusive clothes (for
women) — with prices to match
— and the pleasant, unobtrusive
shop assistants are reminiscent of
boutiques like Jaeger in the
United States. In short; visit
ALSA MALL when you have got
loads of spare cash..
The budget-minded had
better look elsewhere, like the
CISONS COMPLEX next door, or

even thepavement on the oppo-
site side of the road. I have no

doubt that they will NOT be
disappointed.

No compromise

There are certain places in

every city which defy news
coverage for the simple reason
that they are too well-known and
have almost become institutions.
One such place is GRAND
SWEETS AND SNACKS in

FOODS & FADS.

The Mall for your cash

Gandhinagar and I feel almost

"embarrassed mentioning it in
these columns. However, the
“point I am trying to make is
‘merely that | understand perfect-
ly why most discerning city-
dwellers continue to patronise
the place in spite of its escalating
prices.

Last Divali, I tried fo eco-
nomise by buying sweets and
_savouries from other well-known
(and cheaper) outlets. Believe
me, the quality was simply not
on a par with that of GRAND

SWEETS. What, for instance, is
“mixture’’ or chivda without
cashewnutst How will thattai or
seedai he crunchy if you reduce
the quantity of butter used? So,
now | know the secret of
GRAND SWEETS success — they
NEVER compromise on quality.

No quilt’ dessert

You might be interested to
learn that rhubarb — which
is a reddish herbal vegetable

" ingredient in Chinese medicine -

-analgesic, So make a beeline for

. cinnamon into bowl. Add % cup

resembling a leaf-stalk, like
celery — is an important

and used as-a laxative, an
antibiotic and an anti-tumour-

the Panagal Park market (where
it is available) and get what you
need to treat yourself to a fresh
rhubarb pie or plain rhubarb
boiled with sugar. For a change,
there is no need to feel guilty
when you eat dessert. (The’
Chinese should know what they
are talking about!)

Here is an easy recipe for
another rhubarb dessert,
RHUBARB CRISP:

Heat .oven to 350°. Place
four cups cut-up fresh rhubarb in
ungreased baking dish. Sprinkle
with % teaspoon salt. Measure
1% to 2 cups sugar (depending
on tartness of rhubarb}, 5 cup
flour and 1 teaspoon ground

butter and mix thoroughly until
mixture is crumbly. Sprinkle
evenly over rhubarb. Bake 40 to
50 minutes or until topping is
golden brown. Serve warm with.
light cream. ~

V.K.

Fial\y golden Laccha Parathas are

simply irresistible. Serve with Keema
& Vendaiya Keerai, a spicy dry curry.
For vegetarians, serve Simla Mirch on
the side. Who can resist the subtly-
flavoured capsicum roasted gently to
perfection. If you are one of those who
would like something wet to go with
parathas, iry Mung Dal, a time-tested
recipe.

LACCHA PARATHA

2% cups wheat flour

3 tbs ghee
Salt to taste
Ghee for shallow frying

Method

Sieve the flour with sall. Add the
ghee and sufficient water and knead to
a smooth dough.

Divide the dough into eight equal
parts. Roll out and spread a little ghee
on the paratha. Roll the paratha like
a rope. Hold one end, twist in circles
to make a coil.

Lightly flatten the coil and roll out
once more into a 4" to 5" disc.

Heat a griddle and shallow fry the
parathas till golden.

MASALA SIMLA MIRCH

500 graﬁms capsicum, chopped inlo ¥z inch
pieces .
12 heaped leaspoons besan | mix
i teaspoon chilli powder every-
Y2 leaspoon turmeric powder |— thing
3 teaspoons dhaniya together
powder
Pinch of sugar
% teaspoon ajwain seeds
2 onions, chopped fine
4 tbs oil
Salt to taste
1 teaspoon muslard seeds

Method

Heat 2 teaspoons il in a pan. Add.

the mustard seeds. When they pop, add
the chopped capsicum, sall and a few

lablespoons of water. Cover and cook
till done. Set aside.

In the same pan, heat the remaining
oil and fry the chopped onions till
iransparent. Add the besan mixture.
Cook, stirring constantly till well
blended.

Add the cooked Simla mirch
(Capsicums) and cook for another

couple of minutes till well mixed. Serve .

with parathas.

A Suzannewich or a
Chicwich? Flip for qur
Kukku Flips. Or droot

Come sharea Pi
with a friend. Or d
Pizzasage, a Pizzaroni,
a Cheesie Chaose,

Time. 1230 pm. —

byt

or Hunter's pizza.

over crumb fried
prawns, fish and Chip ;
and spring rolig

A Fast Food Place for your taste

Ceebros Arcade-Basement fopp Adyar BuS terminus) Ayar, Madras -
10 pm. (Tuesday Holiday! Phone: 816473

k7,
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MUNG DAL

% cup mung dal
1 onion, chopped fine
3 green chillies, slit sideways
2 ripe tomaloes, cubed
1 teaspoon cummin seeds
72 teaspoon lurmeric powder
2 1bs ghee
Sall to taste
Juice of lemon (optional)
Smal! bunch of coriander leaves, chopped
fine

Method

Heat ghee. Add the cummin seeds.
When they pop, add the chopped
onions and green chillies. Fry the
onions lill transparent.

Add the cubed tomatoes, mung daf;
turmeric powder, salt and sulficient
waler and cook on a slow fire till the
dal is well cooked.

Remove from fire and add the
lemon juice. Gamish with chopped
coriander leaves. Serve hot with
parathas.

Chandra Padmanabhan

KEEMA & VENDAIYA
KEERAI

Y2 kg mince meal
4 small bunches .fenugreek leaves
(Vendaiya keerar), chopped fine
2 medium onions, chopped fine
2 teaspoon ginger-garlic paste
I' teaspoon chilli poweder
! teaspoon cummin seeds
Y2 leaspoon turmeric powder
Few curry leaves
Salt to laste

Method

Boil mince meal with sall and
turmeric powder.

Set aside. Heat oil in a pan. Fry the
curry leaves and cummin seeds.

Add the chopped onions and fry till |

transparen!. Add the ginger-garlic paste,
chilli powder and chopped fenugreek
‘eaves. Fry till hall done. Add the mince
meal and cook till everything is dry and
well done. Serve with parathas.

Neela Prabhakar

No salary! But I can
offer you PERKS!

(By a Staff Reporter)

Il all began with an advertisement in
The Hindu which said ‘No salary.
But I can offer you Perks!” It left people
in Madras intrigued, balfled and curious
to find out more. All eyes stopped to
look for 140, Nungambakkam High
Road. And what did they [ind? A new
exclusive showroom for executive wear,
offering an unusual concepl in
readymades: Perks
Unlike most other readymades,
Perks has kept in mind all fussy, lime-
pressured executives and prolessionals
who want perfect [ilting trousers,
quickly and on the spot. In lact, what

their personal tailors would give them,
but without half the effort or hassles.

How does Perks do this?

Perks offers three trouser sizes for
each person’s size. That means that if
there are slight variations in hip, length
or fork measurements, one of these will
be a perfect fit.

First launched in Bangalore early
this year, this unique concept is doing
well there and this has made possible
the opening of the showroom in
Madras. ‘

Perks is the brainchild of
J.N. Hinduja, Chairman and Managing

Director of Gokaldas Images, who also

own the highly successful Weekender
chain of stores. His rich experience over
two decades in the manufacture and

marketing of garments in the domestic -

and international markels has eamed
his company one of the lop slofs in the

Indian export business..

\ QUIZZIN’

WITH
NAVIN

(Quizmaster NAVIN JAYAKUMAR's =~

questions are all from the fortmght
of December. 1-15)

1. Why were Raja, Seema and R

Jhansi in the limelight recently?

* 2. What unusual ambulance service a
is to be introduced by the Sri.

Ramachandra Medical College
and Research Instilute?

3. Which tribunal is headed by

Justice Chittatosh Mookerjee?

4. Which in-the-news militant faction

was founded by Kondapa]h
Seetharamiah?

5. Where did Police ‘assault’ two -

CPI (M) MP's on December 7,

crealing a furore in Parliament and

an issue before the Privileges.
Committee of the Rajya Sabha?

6. In:which charming and ancienl

town close o the borders of =
Holland, Belgium and Germany_ '

was the historic Summit of 1

European Heads of Governmeni" |

held?

7. Which drab industrial city has

been chosen as the administrative

capital of the Commonwealth of

Russia, the Ukraine and Belarus,

a choice Muscovites are nol loo

happy about?

8. Which case resulled in demon-"

stralions all over Pakistan and is
fuelling a major controversy
cenlered on Presidenl Ghulam
Ishaq Khan?

9. College students created news on
December 11. Students of which
colleges (a) went on a rampage
inside Loyola College, and (b)
disrupted traffic on the busy NSC
Bose Road for nearly 90 minutes.

10. Where did the BJP's ‘Ekia Yatra
starl and what is its destination?

11, Who are the four Chiel Ministers
the Prime Minister has called for
lalkson the Cauvery issue?

12. Name the Chinese Prime Minister

who visited India recently?

13. The Cardiology Department of
which City hospital has been
chosen by the British Council to
participate in the Higher Education
Links Scheme?

14. How did Sharad Dighe, a low- -

profile MP, suddenly turn hxgh
profile?

15. How much does each posicard
(15 paise) and each inland letler
(75 paise) actually cost the
Government? '

16. The Government recently
admitled that a study by the Birla

Institute of Scienlific Research in -

collaboration with the National

Remote Sensing Agency has found

that the Taj Mahal is losing lustre
. due to pollution. Which gas is the
major culpril?

17. Which greal broadcaster, who
passed away on December 14,
once described Richard Hadlee's

run_up as being “like Groucho -~ ¥

Marx slalking a wailress”?

18. Ms Lakshmi, the daughter and |

disciple of which dance legend,
- was presenled with the Nrilya

Choodamani title by the Krishna
" Gana Sabha?

19. Which German orchesira played

lo a packed audience al the Music
Ac ademy on December 5 lo mark

the end of the: M(mri bl{enlcnary '

‘ year?

- 20., What colour does. the sky Iook v

"~ from a space shultle in orbil il you ** . §
g0 by the observations of the - § .-

astronauts  aboard the receni_.

Allanhs Mission?

. ”(An_swers onlEage. 8)

| - January 114,1992 -

of maturity

wasamused to»readthe letters from

‘ARajagopal and ex-Vice Chancellor .
Venkata Subramaniam. So they want
only young dancers on stage, do they?!"

1 am sure. they would have changed
their minds if they had.only seen

Lakshmi Viswanathan -demonstrate.
padams and jawalis at the Krishna-

Gana Sabha recently.
She was enchantment personified.

Paiticularly in the slow padam Ninnu |

Jooda in which the heroine addresses
her hero and laments that it has been

four-or five months since she last saw -
him."Seeing,” said Lakshmi, “1 interpret .
" not just as looking at a man, but

experiencing him.” Her interpretation
was so graphic and done with such
understanding and maturity that no

" young dancer could have matched it.

If people want to see the art of
dancing, they .must see seasoned,
mature’ dancers; if they are merely
interested in looking at dan¢ers, there

are hundreds of them dancing every,
day. 1 have noticed the audience is

always full when these dancers ripe
with their art perform (and most of the
members in the audience on such
occasions are also the over-40s). Why

should these dancers retire, if so many
people keep coming to see them?

1 have also noticed that each of -
‘these great. dancers in Madras has a

crowd all her own. The crowd that

wratrhoe | abchmi Viewanathan dance

lakshm: szanalhan
rarely goes to see anyone  else’s recilal.
It was inexplicable how the hall, on this
occasion, became nearly empty after
Lakshmi's lecture.

Manipuri grace

The Manipuri dancers, who had
their demonstration afier Lakshmi’s, had
just a handful of people to perform for,
and most of those few consisted of

few and far between in

Madras since Independence. To
make up for the lost years, a

- British Council ‘house’ team,
. cutting across all hierarchy,

family entertainment form the
other evening at the Council
premises and it was enormous
. There was the Deputy High
Commissxoner cavorting and

giant’s little boy. There was his

" tage, twirling about on twinkling
toes as the Good Fairy. There was
. a splendid Devil who flourished
his scarlet cloak and flipped his

of the land. There was the

- whose falsies threatened to fall
" into your. lap every time HE
~ pranced around energetically —

" which was always a little more:

. than the previous moment."
. There was. the two-man cow .
~ whose udder looked suspiciously

like someudder part of the

_pantomxme “director Issy

- B | Sanderson's daughter Emma

i | making her debut on stage — like
1 | most everyone else — as a very
1 | pretty Jack. There was Grace.

| “Krishnaswamy as the giant's -
# - I . wifeand the chorus, all a riot of *
8 | colour ‘in -brief cholis, ‘short
3 - .| + paavaadais and thavanis that -
: ~r2'5'bokedhketh¢ym13hthavebeen;,‘
| inspired by a gipsy's visit: to. -

<" Raghuram’s:; And there was the. .. _
‘. giant-and;, of ‘course, the magic, . ,'amateur p_antmmmexsal! aboul?f_}f.,,- o
heanstalk hothmabdmrather:',’f’f‘ P e

The Council staff
make merry

‘hristmas pantomimes have-

staged this traditional British *

. wrestling around as the wicked
good. lady, in glorious decollé:

. tail with panache, all to the .
_ accompaniment of the broadest.
~accents of the nethermost parts

_ absolutely’ delightful Dame.

‘theme is always good versus bad,

anatomy. There was Council -
chief A.rthur Sanderson -and. |

Madras will enjoy it”.
‘the Beanstalk .was staged.
‘not Madras: A lot of the rest of
“'Madras might well have had fun

'year, a publsc show or two ina- |
'larger auditorium; proceeds for--| -

ingenious illusion by, I suspert,
Mithran Devanesan and nis
backstage team.

Issy Sanderson’s mtro-r
duction, coaching and baton-
wielding ensured an ohing and
noing and hissing audience. But
the tots Meena Muthiah brought
along from Chettinad Vldhya-
shram were, curiously; inhibited
— only, however, till they were
invited on stage to wind up the
show. And there they really let
themselves go, one charmmg
little boy in particular enjoying
himself as he tap-danced away to
his own beat, much like the
nicest looking girl in the chorus.
Their reward, the treasures from
the giant's: chest, led to an
uninhibited “scramble that
threatened to swamp the cast.

Pantomime, said Issy Sander-
son, has a special place in the
theatrical heritage of Britain. It
takes its themes from traditional .
folk tales and children’s stories,
its music from popular songsand
its humour from the domestic
difficulties of the day, she.
explained.And, she expanded;its

nothing’s logical or serious, it’s
always got a happy ending and, .
above all, it's | pure fun; **I'm sure

_ The exclusive little audiences ‘
on the two occasions Jack and

certainly enjoyed it; but they're

too if ihey’d been . given the
oppurtumty 'So. why not, next - |

chanty? Isn't. that: what most.: -

hogd

people from outside Madras. The
Jawaharlal Akademi of Imphal, never-

‘theless, gave a very pleasing -per-

formance.

Manipuri has such a lyrical grace

about it that it brings to mind the soft
breezes blowing in the mountains. The

dances were sheer visual poetry, the.

gliding and spinning movement
enhanced by dainty and elegant steps.
Each move of the dancer flowed into
the next without noticeable transitions,
the body merely curving and re-curving
into different poses and stances. The
complexities and intricacies that

distinguish this dance system needed .

much longer than the time allotled for
explanation. An entire moming should
have been given them.
Lack of time

The Natya Kala Conference these
days is distinguished by the lack of iime
given for discussion. Two or three

minutes are all thal are given, which

is not enough time to even ask one
question. As for convener Sudha Rani

- Raghupathi, she conducts herself like

a lelevision announcer, keeping her
distance from the subject. If at all there

is a personal element in what she says, -
“it'is only to remark on. how well she

kriows the dancer. It was an amusing

“introduction she gave the other

Lakshmi, the daughter of the legendary
Bala Saraswathi. All Sudha Rani spoke
about was how she knew them both
when she was a child.

Lakshmi is the recipient of this
year's Nrithya Choodamani award from
the Krishna Gana Sabha. Her lecture -

demonslrahon on padarm of the Bala

‘Saraswathi school was an exercise in

nostalgia — a heady trip into the soul
of dance and music. Another example
of what aesthetics an older dancer can
create in a rasika. To this family, dance
and music are as. inseparable as
meanings and|words.

Dance always reflects the character
of the dancer. We see in each person’s
work what he or she asks from life and
art. There are some dancers who offer
entertainment. Others give dance a
tremendous, mysterious force. Each has
a share of the cake of this great art.
Distracting lettering
lnoﬁced that presentation is something

most sabhas are looking at these days
with greater seriousness. Most of them
had, until recently, ugly, dity blue
curtains behind their artists, with the
name of the sabhas appliqued in garish
bold letters or cut out of thermocole and
affixed. The names of sponsors were
also added to this display in several
sabhas.

It was, therefore, heartening to find
the ‘Eleventh Natya Kala Conference
written in a reasonable size and hung
just above and behind the head of the
dancer at the Krishna Gana Sabha and
a blue curtain drawn across the temple
arch at Bharath Kalachar.

It was sheer delight watching
Malavika Sarukkai without being

. Snilstha -
-.»anathan
o dances -
-~ against an'
imposing -
- backdrop -
‘atthe | -

. Bharatha .

& . - Kalanjali
Sestival .

dtstracted by anythmg behind her., S
Malavika's technique has improved:

tremendously and.she is how perfectly”
attuned phy51cally~ thythmically and:
temperamentally. :fo. the” form and’
content of Bharatha Natyam.

Eye for dehxl'

Talkmg of presentation, | recently saw

an arist as stage decoralor in.
V.P. Dhananjayan. His Bharalha
Kalanjali organised a festival of dance
al the Narada Gana Sabha just as the
curtain for the Season was going up.
The tremendous response this festival
received was incredible. -

Every evening, there was Dhanan-
jayan pouring the contents of a bottle
of Pepsi Cola or glycerine on the stage,
to minimise the slipperiness of the
wooden platform. The Dhananjayans
also gave atlention to every minute
detail of presentation: the decor, lighting;
sound, the costumes, seating
arrangements and punctuality.

The stage decor by M. Natesh was
impressive in its recycled incamation..
What had been seen on the sets of the
Ghanashyam dance ballet by the-
Dhananjayans, in ils new avatar lent
an ethereal air to the current
presentation. ;

With such unexpected dehghts the
cultural season in Madras is, at times,
certainly 1nt0>ucal|ng

HOME TRUTHS LIVEN

For a loreigner who has always asso-
ciated Christmas carols with hot
drinking chocolate, woolly scarves and
the sight of her breath freezing whilst

she sang, the concert a! Steila Maris -

College the other evening was a novel
experience.

| felt at home with the iraditional
Yuletide classics — Sifent Night, We

Three Kings and While Shepherd's

Watch — beautifully sung by the
Emmanuel, Church Park and Stella
Maris choirs. But the vision of 57 saree-

clad young women decorating a

gigantic Christmas tree was as original
as it was fun on a balmy evening.

The Ecumenical Fellowship ushered
in the Christmas seasot in Madras in
style with this “Peace On Earth”
pagean! —
only part of a wider programme:
primary school children in a Nativity

- lableau, readmgs, and a dramatic mini-

performance, *“What is Happening In

. Society Today", all rounded ol with
Dr. P. C. Alexander's message.
- Forme, the Season has always been
" represented by prediciable goodwill
- messages, comforting reassurances of -
. our faith and a celebration of Jesus’s: ~
 birth. The candid exposition made by:
 the ex-Govemor of -Madras on ther -
-+ moral state of India loday sliced through
AL H A S rfe the coloured fairy lights afid: brought

2 {'-_'j:,-‘homea deeper meamngof Chnslmas B

the carols on the tree were .

The nation is without a leader
capable of shepherding ils people away
from aggressive Consumerism and
Malerialism, which are claimingthe
upper hand over the values of spiri-
luahty and Non-Violence advocated by

“the last noble Indian, M K. Gandhi,”

Alexander insisted with passion:

Collapsing morals, pervasive corruption

CHRISTMAS PAGEANTRY

— “Just ook at our education and -
electoral systems.....see the filth,” he.
thundered. . }

It was ot a challenge he threw his

audience, it was food for thought. And | | :
that's what Chnstmas is all about, isnt -

it? S
Lisa D"mt'e’-‘e‘i B

Softest Cakes

2P B

rW Milky Shakes
|

Sweetest Creams ‘

’lhsuest Snacks and

- Burgers Bread

- Pizzas Birthday Cakes
Bhel Poori  Black Forest Q47 - B
Pao Bhaji Noughat Cakes. o .e S ,:"4.‘_;.;.

- @@@N Bales g
BAKERS AND CONFECI'!ONERS

32, Nungamba}d(am ngh Road;; Ph: ..770751*
'B1, an Avenue Anna Nagar. Ph: 616724
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Janaafy;f.i‘;,eissé;

winners keeps earning him a
new world record every year,
seems to have run out of luck in
the Classics this Indian racing
"season. My Pet won for him the

.South India 1,000 Gumeas, all
right, trouncing the Bangalore-
based, Rashid Byramji-trained

“Classic Style and the rest of the
field. But ever since then things
have not gone well for this
_popular owner.

In the S.I. 2,000 Guineas a
fortnight afier My Pet’s win, his
two runners, Admiralty and Star
of Fashion, were both beaten
almost pointless by Classic Style’s

Calcutta, Ramaswamy's Royal
Verse had to be content with the
runner-up berth behind Sen-
touky in the Classic Calcutta
2,000 Guineas.

The beating of Admiralty and

poor
Apache Prince put up in the
McDowell Bangalore 2,000
Guineas, which the Byramji-
trained Bugs Bunny won in a
canter. Apache Prince, who had
a month earlier edged Sentouki
to win the Kingfisher Mysore
Derby, had plenty of support, but
could make no impression what-

sister to Boodles. It is no wonder
Guindy railbirds are now won-
dering if Ramaswamy's luck will
change in the S.I. Derby, the
premier South India classic,

than any other owner.

Both Boodles and Bugs
Bunny are among the Derby
entries, and, according to present

the Derby?

AM. Bamaswamy, India’s.
%leading owner whose cen-
tury and more of Classics

in the classic field on Pongal Day.

" first of the Guindy classics, the -

 rest of the field as well will have

for the second successive year.

stable-mate, Boodles, an Everday
11 filly. On the same afternoon in-

others followed the surprisingly -
show Ramaswamy's.

soever on Bugs Bunny, a half- .

which he has won more often 7

. chapter in the history of

AJAX

indications, both are likely to be

But Ramaswamy, having sent his
top-flight colt, Flirting Vision, to
Bombay to have a crack at the
Indian Derby, the lone classic he
has not won ‘‘single-handed”,
there is no knowing which colt -
or filly will be his main Pongal
Day classic contender. But
whichever colt or filly carries his
first colours, he or she and the

to be at their very best to foil
Byramiji's bid to win the classic

The manner in which the
Byramji-trained Captain EO
hacked his rivals, including
Ramaswamy's Star Contender, in
the 1991 Derby is still fresh in
the minds of Guindy regulars
Byramiji has seldlom made a vain
trip to Guindy. It only remains
to be seen which of the pair of
Lalf-sisters, Boodles or Bugs'
Bunny, he will prefer, or
whether he will run both in the
January 14th classic to boost the
colours of Vijay Mallya, the
Bangalore liquor baron, who
owns both in partnership with
Raghuvendra Singh and Yad-
vendra Singh.

The entire Guindy fraternity
is indeed looking forward to the
Pongal Day meeting, which has
always attracted a bumper crowd
and been held in a festive
atmosphere. The Tamil Nadu
Government's Department of
Racing can make it the most
colourful Guindy meeting ever if
only it invites Chief Mxmster
Jayalaitha to be the Chief Guest
and present the Derby trophy. If
she. makes the trophy-pre-
sentation, it will be a new

centuries-old Guindy.

ANSWERS TO QUIZZIN’

I. They are the three dogs of the Madras
City Police dog squad who bagged the best
fcarn award at the 35th All India Police Duty
Mect held at Rajaratnam Stadium, 2. Heli-

copler service, 3. The Cauvery Water

Dispute Tribunal, 4. PWG (Peoples War
Group). 3. In front of the AKG Centre, State
HQ of CPH(M) in Thiruvananthapuram.

6. Maastricht, 7. Minsk. 8. The Fa-hana
Hayat gang-rape case. 9. a) New Ccllege.

AKAASH - the city's newest
roof garden
. barbecue,
for an
enjoyable
evening!

.bytaw College,

Hotel NAVEEN International presents

10. Kanyakumari to
Srinagar, 11. The Chief Ministers of Tamil
Nadu. Pondicherry, Karnataka and Kerala,
12. Li Peng. 13. Railway Hospital,
Perambur, 14. He was the fist 1o face
Doordarshan’s camera when it began to roll
in DD’s lelecast of Parliament proceedings.
15.Rs. 125 and Rs. 1.41 respectively,
16. Sulphur  dioxide. 17. John - Arlott.

18. T Balasaraswathi, 19. The Concerlo
Koln. 20. Purple.

f‘V\

akaash

ROOF GARDEN
barbecue

HOTEL .

B 8254939, 8251125, 8250072

NAVEEN

; INTERNATIONAL
- 91 Periyar Road, T. Nagar, Madras 600 017

RUCHI

RESTAURANT

hi-tide

PERM!T AOOM

al(aash i

. ROOF RAOOF GARDEN -
barbecue

Priyadarshini

 ACCONFERENCE HALL

'That grand old man of cricket, Pro-

fessor D.B. Deodhar, celebrates his

100th birthday ‘on January 14 in his

home town, Pune, setting yet another

* record for a cricketer. He will be, |
- believe, the first firsl class cricketer

anywhere 1o reach this landmark.

The first time | had met him was
during the Test against Pakistan at
Chidambaram Stadium in 1980. He
was introduced to me by a mutual
friend, Anandji Dossa, the foremost
cricket slalistician in the country.
Deodhar and Anandiji were the guests

of the Tamil Nadu Crickel Associalion
for the match.

When 1.told Deodhar that | had
seen him in action at the same venue,
then known as Chepauk, when he led
Maharashira to victory in the final of

"the Ranji Trophy championship in

March 1941, he immediately recalled
the leg-spin bowling of N.J. Venkatesan
in thal match. Shorl and stocky,
Venkalesan was an accurate bowler and
could bowl a sharpspinning googly.
On the final moming of that match,
Venkatesan had Ranga Sohoni, the
Maharashira opener, who had been
scoring tons of runs that season, bealen
and stranded outside the crease, but
| A G C Law, the Madras wickel-
keeper, missed the chance of stumping
him. Sohoni went on lo score 2
valuable 104 and, in a third wicket

ANO]

or various reasons, such as local

officials’ apathy, a National
championship has become a rarity in
Madras. It is, for instance, nearly half
a century since Madras hosted a
Rangaswamy Cup or a Santosh Trophy
tournament, and few, if any, can recall
when, il at all, the Southem metropolis,
which gave the nation two intemational
tennis stars, Ramanathan Krishnan and
Vijay Amritraj, staged the National
tennis championships, which seem
to have become the monopoly of
Calcutta's South Club. Obviously, the
concemned controlling  bodies are
reluctant to organise Nationals because
they feel they are not influential enough
to earmn sponsorships.

It was therefore some consolation
to City fans that the Tamil Nadu Table

Tennis Association recently hosted in

Madras at least a Zonal tournament, the
Southem India Table Tennis Champion-
ships at the University Union's indoor
stadium. The lournament attracted over
400 players from all over South India,

100 not out!

stand with Deodhar(32) paved the
way for Maharashtras triumph.
Deodhar, who was nearing-50 years

then, played an- exemplary knock, in.

which discipline. was fused with crisp
culs and drives. To youngsters of my
age, that til-bit of an innings provided

o by P.NTSundaresan

an insight into the batsmanship of
Deodhar that had put him almost on
a par with his 1lluslnous contemporary,

C.K. Nayudu.

Apart from the presence of Deodhar
in this the first final of the Ranji Trophy
championship to be played at Chepauk,
the maich was nolable lor, among other
things, Vijay Hazare’s fine century in
the Maharashtra first innings, the all-
round displays by A.G. Ram Singh and
Venkatesan, the fast bowling of
C.R. Rangachari, and the magnificent
half century Ren Nailer scored in the
Madras second innings. Nailer's driving
and cutting sel Chepauk on fire and
brought A.F.S. Talyarkhan, the well-
known, one-man cricket commentator
of the time, o his feel as he proclaimed

‘Nailer's Batting comparable lo that of

the celebrated Wally Hammond.

TEST O

HER B IN’ S

and a few from Bengal Punjab and
Maharashtra as well to give it a national
flavour. The field being that big, it was
no easy job to see the championships
through according to schedule. But the
arrangements M.R. Pandurangam, the

Union Secretary and Madras Umversxty
Director of Physical Education, and his
staff made ensured that the TNTTA had
little difficulty in staging the finals on
the fifth day, on schedule.

It was an unforgettable scene the
hundreds of boys and girls provided as
they matched their skills against each
other on half a dozen tables meticu-
lously arranged and carefully screened
from. each other. As the tournament

progressed, some of the fancied players,
like top-seeded S. Raman, fell by- the

A fitting climax 1o the exciting four:
days of crickel was the presentation of -
the Ranji trophy to Deodhar by
K.S. Duleepsinhji, the famous nephew .-
of the even more famous Ranji.

Deodhar was a cricketer who set -
wany records. One that needs to be:
remembered is that he scored the first.
cenlury for India in a "Test’ malch. He
scored it against the M C C led.by -
Arthur Gilligan, at Bombay, in 1926.-
However, thal "Test’ was considered an *
unofficial one. Much as he deserved it,
Decdhar did nol get.a chance to play
in official Tests; C.K Naydu's telling
commen! said it all: **His non-inclusion
will remain a dark memory in the

" annals- of Indian cricket!”

Though he was nearing 40 when
the Ranji Trophy championship was
ushered in, Deodhar took upon himself
the task of building up the Maharashtra
leam and had the joy of winning the
trophy twice, in 1940 and 1941.

A rare type of gentleman, honest,
of unimpeachable integrity and- fearless
in sticking fo principles, Deodhar led
a simple life, spurning lucrative offers
when he was al his peak. As a member
of the Pune S.P. Mandali, a society akin
lo the Servanls of India Society,
Deodhar accepled a meagre salary as
Professor of Oriental Studies in the
S.P. College. What a contrast to the
crickelers of today.

wayside. It was eventually left to Bona
Thomas John of Southern Railway.
(men’s “singles), Archana Rao of
Bangalore (women's singles), Anupan
Kunwar of Assam (junior boy's singles),
B. Bhuvaneswari of Tamil Nadu (junior
girls' singles), K.R. Sharad also of T.N.

(sub-junior boy's singles) and Rani

Chandrima of Rajasthan (sub-junior
girls’ smglm) to win the finals.

When eventually the curtain- was
brought down, Madras fans felt grateful
to the sponsors, headed by United India
Insurance, newcomers in the field, Eagle
Flask Industries, whose sponsorship list
has grown .over the years, and, of
course, . Indian Bank, -which . has
sponsored more tournaments than any
other business concemn. - -

Meanwhile, Pandurangam and his-
team prepare for their next test, which
begins this fortnight when the National -
badminton championships will be held

at the same venue. ’

Thy voices, thy night mgales

(Continued from P3)

when business took us away, and we
could talk to one another without ever
repeating subjects we had- discussed
earlier. Neither being hypocritical,
neither ‘given to undue reticence, we
praised and criticised one another

equally.

What I'm left with is memoriesof

the ‘good times together, of the laughs
we enjoyed together. You remember

‘these in the still of the night, and you
weep alone.

771ey told me, Hezacbtus they
lold me you were dead,

_They brought me bitter news lo
hear and bitler tears to shed.

I wept as | remembered how 7
often you and [ -

Had tired the sun with lalking
and sent him down the sky.

And now thal thou arr Iyqng,'

my dear old Carian’ guest, -

‘A handful of grey asha long,  »
Iong ago a rest,

 Still are thy pleasant vo;ces, thy
' nightingales, awake o '

-« For Death, he takelh a!l away,
‘ but them he cannot take -

(Caihmachus) ;
S K
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