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The scan shows that your brain and
your nervous system are OK, but there
seems to be undue stress on your CAS
(Conditional Access System)!

The Ides of July

Poor Cable TV watchers - talk
about being ground to dust by
the grim heel of Fate.

First, they get tossed around,
thanks to warring cable opera-
tor factions.

And now, apparently, their des-
tiny will be ruled by little boxes.

“You are so lucky,” the powers-
that-be gush, “You’ll get so
many channels free.” Then,
lowering their voices, they add:
“Er... you'll have to pay for a
few, of course.” What they for-
get to mention is that all the
popular channels have, by
some remarkable coincidence,
landed on the must-pay-to-
watch list.

Cable operators, attempting to
oust competition, have turned
the Cable World into a raucous
market-place, where voices ar-
gue and bargain.

The big question is: What is one
to do?

Buy the box, sniff out the best
deals, deposit cash wherever
and whenever necessary, and
watch your shows uninter-
rupted? Or eschew the whole
mess, and go back to the world
of books, conversation, and re-
establishing contact with long-
forgotten relatives?

Tough call, isn’t it?

Every TV-watching home is
poised on the brink of war as
the time to make choices from
amongst the channels draws
near.

As if life isn’t complicated enough
already. _ '

Gives you some idea of how a fish
feels upon finding itself on the
wrong end of a fishing tackle.

And all because it allowed itself
to be tempted.

Ranjitha Ashok

Help with the restoration,

please

he long-pending renovation and conservation of historic Senate
House of the University of Madras was started recently and

work is in progress.

The renovation cost is estimated'to be around Rs. 5 crore and it
was due to this large estimated expenditure, the University kept
postponing the commencement of renovation work for over a decade,

University sources state.

However, Vice-Chancellor S. Ignacimuthu has, with faith in fu-
ture alumni support and that of well-wishers, decided to commence
the renovation work with the available funds. To complete the work,
the University needs about Rs.4 crore and the Vice-Chancellor
appeals to students, alumni, the public, philanthropists and
educational institutions to contribute liberally for this purpose.

Restoration of Senate House is something Madras Musings has
urged from its very first issue and now that work has started, Madras
Musings appeals to all well-wishers to respond positively to the
Vice-Chancellor’s appeal, particularly since the University has shown
how committed it is to the restoration.

(Also see Page 2)

— The Editor

Restoring the 1oof is the first priority at Sete House.

Soidd

Is a southern economic union
possible?

Hardly 24 hours after the

idea of a Southern Econo-
mic Union was mooted at a
meeting of Chief Secretaries of
the four southern states and
Pondicherry, the deep fissures
in the region revealed them-
selves. As long as the disputes
over sharing of waters of the
Kaveri and the Krishna be-
tween Karnataka on the one
hand, and Tamil Nadu and
Andhra Pradesh on the other,
are not settled on a durable ba-
sis, what chance do such grand
visions have?

The proposal came at a

‘meeting in Hyderabad in May of

the standing committee of the
Southern Zonal Council. It was
proposed by the Chief Secretary
of Karnataka, the State that has

‘antagonised the two other ri-

parian States by failing to re-
lease waters according to the
terms of the tribunal or the Su-
preme Court’s orders or the
Centre's directives. Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Naidu
lashed out within a day at
Karnataka proceeding with
construction of dams across the
Krishna and announced that he

‘would take political and legal

steps to save his State’s farmers.
Tamil Nadu suffered consider-

able damage to its rice crops last
year, and farmers in the delta
districts are fearful of what
awaits them this year. Normally,
by June 12th, Kaveri water
should start flowing from the
Mettur dam depending on re-
leases from Karnataka.

Such differences apart, an
economic union among the

World Bank, which is impressed
with the reforming zeal in these
States even if progress is varied
among them. All of them are
currently involved in economic
restructuring programmes aided
by the World Bank or the Asian
Development Bank. They are
working towards medium-term
fiscal sustainability, gradually

| o by S. Viswanathan |

southern States is entirely fea-
sible and should be an ideal so-
lution to accelerate growth of
the region. This should help
sort out common problems in
infrastructure building and in
economic and social develop-
ment. Besides political stability,
the States of this region have a

“better growth record and are

more socially advanced than
the other States of the Indian
Union. Not that the concept is
entirely new as it has been ad-
vocated from time to time at
various business levels.

The ‘Dynamic South’ has
commended itself to visiting
foreign investors as well as the

unburdening themselves of loss-
making enterprises, and striving
to attract investments, domes-
tic and foreign, for the building
of infrastructure and in setting
up joint ventures with export
potential. The region has
emerged as the forerunner in in-
formation technology with
striking contributions in soft-
ware development and other

knowledge-based sectors of de-

velopment.

Yet, the time has not come
for a union, if one looks at the
current inter-State relations, es-
pécially over water sharing of
the peninsular rivers. The Chief
Ministers, rather than talking to

each other and finding amicable
ways of meeting the needs of the
respective States, rely on Cen-
tral intervention or the Su-
preme Court. This major ob-
stacle should be overcome
through political will.

In the era of economic libe-
ralisation, States had begun to
compete for investments, espe-
cially foreign direct investment,
and this had forced them to re-
consider industrial and other
policies to make the climate at-
tractive. Logically, it also led
them to adopt an agenda of fis-
cal and sectoral reforms, espe-
cially power generation and dis-
tribution, which would promote
higher productivity and growth.
At one time, industrially ad-
vanced Maharashtra and Guja-
rat were about to become a
single economic zone but dra-
matic political changes in these
States over a decade and the
convulsions that have taken
place ruled out that possibility.
Neither the zonal councils nor
the inter-State council, pro-
vided for in the Constitution,
have fulfilled expectations built
around them. The Southern
Zone Council met last in"'1997.
— (Courtesy: Industrial Econo-

mist.)
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An appeal to respond to, BUT...

ice-Chancellor S. Ignaci-

muthu of the University of
Madras has got work underway
on the restoration of Senate
House — and The Man From Ma-
dras Musings is delighted though,
as usual, MMM tempers that
delight with a caveat: MMM
hopes the work will be. done
strictly according to the guide-
lines of the Technical Commit-
tee that the University had
constituted in 1993, when the
restoration of Senate House was

first THOUGHT of.

With work underway on the
restoration at last — and that ac-
tivity visible every day - Father
Ignacimuthu has every reason
now to go public with an appeal
for support to complete the
work. MMM wholeheartedly
supports the appeal — and looks
forward to the Rs.4 crore-plus
that is needed being raised before
long from corporates, well-
wishers and, above all, the tens of
thousands of alumni of the Uni-
versity. MMM feels, now that
progress on restoration is visible,
that support should be forthcom-
ing without too much of a hassle.

But there could be one con-
cern — and the Vice-Chancellor
could have - and would have
done well to have —answered the
question in his appeal itself. And
that is, once Senate House is re-
stored, what are the plans for it ?
How is it to be used and KEPT
ALIVE — and how is it to be
maintained thereafter? Imagina-
tive plans for re-use and promise
of regular maintenance for that
re-use, would go a long way to-
wards getting the public to sup-
port the effort to make a faded
landmark a REVITALISED land-
mark. If this whole question had
not been thought of BEFORE the
restoration work began, it’s still
not too late to address this issue
and reveal to the public the plans
for Senate House’s future that
need support, plans that envisage
not just the restoration but also
the revitalisation of the building
into living space. A couple of uses
MMM can suggest right away are
re-location of the Vice-Chan-
cellor’s office in the building and
the holding of convocations of
the University as well as those of
constituent colleges, with vacant
days being used for concerts,
plays etc.

Donations, fully eligible for tax
exemption under Section 80(G)
of the Income Tax Act, should be
by bank draft or cheque in favour
of the Registrar, University of
Madras (Senate House a/c) and
sent to The Registrar, University
of Madras, Chepauk, Chennai
600 005. Names of donors
contributing Rs.2 lakh and more
will be inscribed in the restored
building.

While recording the appeal for
donations, MMM recalls that
when fund-collection for Senate
House was started in 1993 — only
to lapse within a year or so - the
collection drive included a fee
from every student studying in
the University or in one of its
constituent colleges every year

towards the Senate House ac-
count. MMM wonders whether
that idea might not be revived
again to the extent of, say, Rs.100
ayear per student, Back in 1993,
MMM also recalls, each constitu-
ent college was requested to make
a contribution to Senate House.
Perhaps that’s an idea that could
be revived too. Indicators of such
participatory support could well
help trigger substantial support
from outsiders.

Heritage harmony?

€€ lease tell us it is not so,
Mr.V.C.”, Madras Musings
had appealed on May 1st and, as
usual, received no response —
something this journal is quite
used to. Now a public response
has been given by Vice-Chancel-
lor Balaguruswamy of Anna Uni-
versity when he unveiled his
University’s plans to Chief Minis-
ter Jayalalithaa to build an “Intel-
ligent Administrative Building” in
front of the main Guindy Engi-
neering heritage block. The new
building would not only be in har-
mony with heritage but would also
be a “great attraction for visitors
and tourists”, he promised.
The Man From Madras Musings
is indeed happy to find that “in-
front-of ”” was not smack in front

Awards as titles

or long, The Man From Madras

Musings has drawn attention
to the fact that national awards,
like the Padma Awards, and hon-
orary Doctorates should not be
used as titles under any circum-
stances. Many a person receiving
such awards, even more those
organisations or individuals felici-
tating them or greeting them and,
worst of all, the media, which
should know better, use these
titles freely all the time. Padma
Shree So-and-So and Doctor So-
and-So (who has not earned his
doctorate through research and
scholarship) are heard of every day.

But will the practice stop, now
that the Home Ministry has issued
a circular on the subject? It is a
circular that goes even further
than what MMM had thought was
permitted. Padma Awards, it
states, may not be used as prefixes
or suffixes. Which means that nei-
ther Padma Shree So-and-So nor
Mr. So-and-So, Padma Shree, is
permitted by the Government of
India. In fact, such usage could
lead to the person forfeiting the
award!

C.V.Narasimhan, former Un-
der-Secretary General, United
Nations, recently drew attention
to this misuse of National Awards

of, but in front of on the sides,
thus leaving the view of the heri-

tage building and the driveway .

unimpaired when seen through
the gates. This has been achieved
by drawing inspiration from
Lutyens and Baker’s New Delhi
plan — and, thus, Anna University
gets East and West Blocks - NOT,
North and South Blocks ~ flank-
ing the nucleus building which
plays Rashtrapati Bhavan — though,
mercifully, and also hopefully,
without the trick Baker played to
diminish Lutyens masterpiece.

Buying this concept — and not
making an issue of a few trees
likely to be felled in the process,
which, hopefully, will be replaced
in the vicinity — MMM raises only
one question. And that is, does
the new “Intelligent” block - in
reality, now TWO blocks linked
by an underground passage — have
the intelligence to create itself in
harmony with the heritage main
block. Baker for all his games got
North and South Block to blend
with what is now Rashtrapathi
Bhavan. Will that happen at Anna?
To happen, it will have to revive
exposed brickwork Indo-
Saracenic. Will that be encour-
aged? If it is not, MMM cannot see
harmony being achieved, no mat-
ter the sensitivity shown in not
obstructing the view of the main
building. For harmony to be
achieved, there has to be a vision
that is both intelligent and sensi-
tive-to-the-core-building. Could
we go the whole hog, please, Mr.
V.C., in ensuring heritage har-
mony?

SHORT
’NI
SNAPPY

and cited a Supreme Court ruling.
He stated:

‘Recently, the Ministry of
Home Affairs, Government of In-
dia, New Delhi, issued a circular
letter to all Padma awardees, call-
ing upon them to desist from us-
ing the Padma Honours either as
prefixes or suffixes to their names.
My inquiries go to show that this
circular was issued because of a
very large number of cases involv-
ing misuse of the Padma Awards.
In many cases, the awardees are
not the offenders: it is the
organisers of public functions who
violate the rules prohibiting the
use of Padma as prefix or suffix in
the belief that this lends added
prestige to the function.

The text of the M.H.A. letter,
written by Yashwant Raj, Joint
Secretary, is as follow:

“I am directed to say that the
constitutional validity of the
Padma Awards was challenged in
two public interest writ petitions.
The matter was adjudicated upon
by the Supreme Court, which gave
itsverdicton 15thDecember 1995,

“While upholding the consti-
tutional validity of the Padma
Awards, the Supreme Court had
directed that the awards should
not be used as suffixes or prefixes.
The relevant observations
contained in the judgment of the
Supreme Court are as follows:

‘The National Awards do
not amount to ‘Titles’ within

the meaning of Article 18(1)
(of the Constitution), and they

should not be used as suffixes
or prefixes. If this is done, the
defaulter should forfeit the
National Award conferred on
him or her by following the
procedure laid down in Regu-
lation 10 of each of the four
Notifications creating these
National Awards.’

“] am to request you to kindly
abide by the direction of the Su-
preme Court so that the Padma
Award is not used as a suffix or a
prefix or as a title in letterheads,
invitation cards, posters, books
etc.”

In the case of honorary doc-
torates, certainly the use of ‘Doc-
tor’ as a prefix is not permitted by
convention. MMM had thought
‘Ph. D. (Honoris Causa)’ could be
used as a suffix. But would be glad
to receive confirmation on
whether that is permitted.

A question or two

couple of recent announce-

ments have The Man From
Madras Musings wanting to raise a
question or two. Since both occa-
sions were linked with World En-
vironment Day, MMM takes them
up together.

In the first instance, there was
the welcome announcement by
Vice-Chancellor S. Ignacimuthu
of the University of Madras that
every undergraduate student of
the University will compulsorily
have to take 15 hours of environ-
mental studies to ensure s/he un-
derstands the need for conserva-
tion and protection of the envi-
ronment. MMM is delighted with
the thought but wonders whether
this is 15 hours a term or 15 hours
in all throughout the degree
course. MMM hopes it is the
former, because if it is the latter, it
might as well just not be included
at all. Fr. Ignacimuthu also men-
tioned that the 15 hours would be
part of the English course. Now
why should that be? English is suf-
fering as it is, so why burden it
further? Surely, environment and
heritage are important enough to
be made compulsory subjects,
taught through the two semesters
of the first year, as a separate sub-
ject, for five days a week!

In the second case, CES Onyx
decided to do its symbolic bit for
World Environment Day — and
MMM welcomes the gesture. But
the “cleaning operation per-
formed” - out of sheer goodwill,
MMM presumes - was only from
Gandhi Statue to the Lighthouse.
Surely the Marina is a bit bigger
than that narrow, though heavily
frequented, stretch? Surely clean-
ing the whole stretch of the Ma-
rina, from MGR Memorial to the

. Foreshore Road, would have been

a more expansive — and more
meaningful - gesture. Symbolic
gestures, MMM has always felt,
must be something more than
mere symbols or gestures; there
should be something generous
about them.

MMM

A big
‘Thank You’
to 91 of you

We publish below the list of donors
who have, between 8.5.03 and
7.6.03, added to the support Madras
Musings has already received. We
thank all of them for their support
for the causes Madras Musings
espouses.

A word to all donors. Madras
Musings remains a FREE issue.
Your generous contributions are
NOT subscriptions to the journal
but a commitment of your support
to the causes Chennai Heritage and
its publication, Madras Musings,
espouse,

— CHENNAI HERITAGE
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Tree-rich Chennai

I recently saw a 100-year-old
picture of Mowbray's Road —
and it looked so beautiful, with
trees lining it on either side. A few
days after that, I drove down
T.T.K. Road (formerly Mowbray's
Road) early one morning when
there were no cars on the road. To
my amazement, it was still full of
fine trees and they looked beauti-
ful. The beauty is lost when traffic
and noise start.

Chennai still retains a lot of
greenery contrary to what people
think.

Speaking of trees, you have
been listing suitable trees for
Chennai roads.

I have been nurturing a
‘Kalyana Murungai’ tree.*] do not
know the botanical or English
name. It grows fast, has bright red
flowers and is so green. [ have so
many seeds now. If anyone wants
these seeds, they can get them from
me.

Y. Dandapani

3, Parsn Villa, 129 (Old No. 56)
Luz Church Road

Mylapore, Chennai 600 004.

Unprotected plaque

was among 50 teen-agers who,

68 years ago, were taken on an
excursion to Madras. We visited
Red Hills in the north, Mahabali-
puram in the south and in between
‘Seththa College’ (Museum), ‘Uyir
College' (Zoo), People’s Park, that
popular shopping complex ‘Moore
Market’, Fort St. George, the High
Court — climbing to the lighthouse
— the Adyar Banyan tree, Marina
Beach etc.

At the High Court we were
taken to a spot adjacent to the en-
try and exit gate reserved for the
Chief Justice where we found a
granite plaque embedded in a small
pedestal made of brick and it stated
that the Emden had shelled this
point in 1914.

Recently, it happened that I was
waiting near the Emden plaque for
a bus to take me to Anna Nagar
and with nothing to do, [ looked
around for the plaque. To my de-
spair. it was so badly maintained
that [ feared that with the further
passage of time the historic spot
would be completely obliterated.
May I appeal to the Archaeological
Survey of India, Tamil Nadu, to
take care of the plaque of historical
importance. A canopy could be

PLEASE NOTE

@ Al letters for The Editor's
attention should be addressed to
The Editor, c/o Lokavani Hall-
Mark Press Pvt. Ltd.,
62/63, Greames Road, Chennai
600 006.

® All business correspondence
should be addressed to The
Director, Chennai Heritage,
260-A, TTK Road, Chennai
600 018.

® Madras Musings does not
accept letters by e-mail.

RS P S SR

erected over the plaque and a metal

fence raised not only to avoid

further damage but also prevent

passersby from using the area as a
urinal.

M. Ratnasabapathi

29, Maruthupandiyar Street

K.K. Nagar, Madurai 625 020.

Heritage awareness

he ‘one small step towards

heritage management’ by the
South Madras Bharath Scouts and
Guides (MM, May 16th) was pos-
sible only because of elderly people
like S. Venkatraman and K.
Rajagopalan, who involved the
Scouts and Guides in heritage pre-
serving activities. The Examiners
for Proficency Badges for Heritage
are Vasanthi, Archaeologist from
the Department of Archaeology,
and Vasanthakumari. World Heri-
tage Day was celebrated on April
1st with a special lecture by the
well-known scholar and archaeolo-
gist Dr. R. Nagaswamy, Director of
Archaeology (Retd), at P.S. Senior
Secondary School, Mylapore.

The exhibition of heritage news,
collected from various magazines,
artefacts and a mini paper-cutting
album are by Venkatraman and
Krishnaveniammal, who are in
their eighties. The exhibition en-
abled children to understand the
past and they were made aware of
the need to protect heritage monu-
ments.

V. Kannan
11, Beach Road, Chennai 600 041.

No change

Madras Musings is always very
readable, but the May 16th

issue was especially so, owing to
that treasure of an ancient letter
couched in English peculiar to
those times (dated April 1812) ad-
dressed to the Collector of Madras
F.W. Ellis Esq. (mercifully not
Thiru Ellis like now) by an obvi-
ously duty-conscious civil servant,
L.H. Grieg.

[ live not far from the Errabalu
Chetty Street mentioned in that
letter and, yes, time has certainly
frozen there. Indeed, to this day,
the street continues to be a bedlam
of muck, clogged drains and
mountians of filth. Regarding the
width/breadth of the street, gener-
ally all the streets in George Town
are like the lists of long ago, the dif-
ference being, instead of horsemen
in armour clashing, we now have
heated arguments between lorries
and bullock carts which meet head-
on. In Kondithope, the streets are
so narrow that a man sitting on his
‘thinnai’ can easily spit across the
breadth of the street into the ve-
randah of the opposite house!
Thus, the name of the most famous
street in G.T. — Broadway — must
surely be the greatest misnomer of
all times.

Finally, if any government of-
ficer today were to air his complaint
like Grieg did in 1812, he would
find his name in the “Official
Postings”, transferred to Hell.

C.G. Prasad
9, C.S. Mudali Street
Kondithope, Chennai 600 079.

Of linguistic appendages,
adaptations & phonetics

eader G. Sundaram’s letter on ‘Tamil

Phonetics’ (MM, April 1st) suggests put-
ting a dash on top of Tamil hard consonants to
distinguish between sounds like Ka-Ga, Ta-Da
etc. The dash will come in the way when a dot
has to be placed on top of a letter to denote
certain sounds. It would be better if the dash is
placed below the character { s, L_etc). Letter S
need not be represented by dashing & as it is
already represented by a Tamil letter ev. & may
be provided with an additional dash to distin-
guish between sounds as in @éams and @as.
The second sound is not used in English,
although present in Indian vernaculars.

I do not understand why Tamil purists,
including your correspondent, fight shy of using
letters like ev, ap, av etc. which represent
sounds available in Sanskrit as well as in other
Dravidian languages. Also why try to discover new
Tamil words for those found in other languages,
instead of adopting them verbatim. Such thinking
impedes the progress of a language. In the early
19th Century, French was the leading world lan-
guage. The French had a propensity for finding
equivalent French word for every foreign word they
came across. But, the English, on the other hand,
cheerfully adopted the exotic words in toto and
added them to their lexicon. Due to this the English
stole a march over the French to become the No. 1
world language.

Adding appendages or modifying letters with-
out mutilating the Tamil letters has already been
done to represent Sanskrit sounds in Tamil script.
I append two such efforts for information. One is
suggested by late Rajaji. The other is followed by
the Ramakrishna Mutt in their publications (see
below). It may be noted that the R.K. Mutt uses
the same symbol for heavier and lighter tones of a
sound.

Phonetic arrangement adopted by

FRamakrishna Mission publications.
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Now, how are we going to represent in Tamil
sounds like F, Q, Z etc. which are peculiar to
English? Many years ago, ‘Cho’, the editor of
Tuglag, had suggested that these letters may be
adopted as they are and appendages added to
them like F 7, é, éetc. If we do not adopt this
method, how are we going to write in Tamil
words like Zambezi, Fazlul etc.? We cannot
Tamilise propernouns with impunity as was
done by ancient poets. People today are sensi- l
tive and want their names spelt and pronounced
the way they want. They are governed by
numerology and such faiths. They would feel
insulted if their names were written or
pronounced differently.

M. Sethuraman
‘Sankrithi’

6, Second Cross Street
Mahalakshmi Nagar
Adambakkam
Chennai 600 088

H

1|

eader G. Sundaram’s reference to ‘Tamil
honetics’ (MM, April 1st) deserves careful
consideration. He rightly points out that Tamil
with its pristine purity is an ageless language
with unique sounds like w, @5, o, ow, 5, @,
er, tp, 7, and p. But a true Tamilian pronounc-
ing ‘Chennai’ as ‘Sennai’ needn’t be taken to
task. Again, ‘seydhi’ is the correct translitera-
tion in English, not ‘cheydhi’. Similarly ‘“Thamizh’
for Tamil. A non-Tamilian, on the other hand,
may find it cumbersome to refer to ‘Tamil Nadu’
as ‘Thamizh Nadu’. No Tamil words begin with
a ‘Ch’ sound or a ‘T’ sound.

Some time ago, E.V.R. Periyar reformed the
Tamil script to make it uniform for almost all
its vowel-consonants, but he certainly did refrain
from rectifying it phonetically. Let us all,
therfore, preserve rather than besmirch the
heritage of the Tamil language. With a good
knowledge as well as usage of both English and
Tamil. ‘Chennai-howlers’ will be few and even
unheard of. The need, then, for accommodating
ignoramuses won’t arise, as in the case of dis-
placing ‘pending’ by ‘bending’. This confusion of
‘P’ with ‘B’ is inexcusable, as Tamil words do |
not have the inital ‘B’ sound, except in the case
of proper nouns like ‘Bangalore’ (usis@ni) or
‘Balamurali’ (unre@psef). Ardent Tamilians
won’t squirm if such words are pronounced with
either a ‘B’ or a ‘P’ sound.

The six soft consonants (&, ©5, &, 5, i,
1) and the six hard consonants (&, &, L, 8, 0,
i) pairing off respectively and conjointly do pro-
vide the ‘G, /J’, ‘D', ‘Dh’, ‘B’, and ‘Dr’ sounds in
between the first and last vowel or consonant
sounds of such words as follows: (1) ®xigio

(8)(2) gz () 3) uemio (d) @) abgs

0000 (dh) (5) stowsi (b) (6) Qeveirpgs (dr). In fur-
&40w : g ther elucidating the versatility of Tamil, the dif-
-7 ferentiation of ‘K’ and ‘H’ as well as that of ‘D’
T8a9 and ‘T’ can be found in words like saanid (k)
tensm and snso (h) wee (d) and ul o (t).
I3dX Reader Sundaram has rightly extolled Tamil
LU e by proudly asserting that for most Sanskrit words
- =20 there are Tamil equivalents. In spelling most
CE A Sanskrit words, however, you have to borrow
Fr0p their letters like o, ap, &5, &, ap and @f in
' ; 9 uswu (grer), Lsyuib (wei), ofl@GRpd
793 (Quilwwgid), geb ($i), FapTwid (wrsid) and
-1 Wondr (Smeunent).
I%39
s ey C. Sachithananthan
“Sri Sai Nivas”
gaue . .
X . 22, Gangaiamman Koil Street
536 IVIET 1~ 4 oM s &Cureis 5
&b ?.ﬁ:-ﬂjiﬂ :uacsggmfgmmw@(;;, ey Bhi‘fl‘athl N:.agar
als adfogsmgyd s swmLuredels Thlruvanmlyur
NeRECE soefis Cacu@h. apiliruy sar gems Chennai 600 041.
SIRTHT H. sharipP, RevmCarusxrissfmei.
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87 — that’s too few monuments

protected by TN’s Archaeology Dept.

Given the antiquity of Tamil Nadu, there should be hundreds
of ‘protected monuments’ in the State, you would think, but
there are only 87 listed as protected by the Department of Ar-

chaeology, Tamil Nadu, Madras Musings recently discovered,.

thanks to the Department’s quarterly journal Kalvertit (No. 60-61).
There are likely to be as many more National Monuments in the
State protected by the Archaeological Survey of India. We hope
that publication of the State list below will nudge the ASI to send

us its list of Protected State Monuments in Tamil Nadu for pub-

lication in our coloums.

One thing is clear. A couple of hundred protected monuments
in a territory with a 2000-year heritage is truly meagre. It also
means that thousands of unprotected monuments are being lost
sight of and will inevitably vanish from the scene unsung. What
a tragedy it is to let our heritage vanish like this for want of a

Heritage Act!

LIST OF MONUMENTS
Name of Monument Village Taluk Name of Monument Village
KANCHIPURAM DISTRICT - 12 PERAMBALUR DISTRICT -3
Pillaichathiram Selvazhimangalam Tiruperumpudur Pl\(dal;pgg sc;iptures Sae?tggmedu
Sivan Koil Sivankoodal Tiruperumpudur E a ;tga_l?ge_l u Kl ot
Mahadevan Koil Edayarpakkam Tiruperumpudur ratiai ol aiyur
i:vaanoi! o iivapéiram Brl:jperurg]pl;(dur KARUR DISTRICT -2

ambarai Fo ambarai aduranthakam .

Karunguzhikkotai Karunkuzhi Maduranthakam mg:ggg?hmﬁr\? ::‘ g:g ¥§;arﬁﬁt§§mpalayam
Vittal Temple Vittalapuram Chengalpatty  _ y

Vazhipokkar Mandapam Thangi Kanchipuram NAGAPATTINAM DISTRICT -2

Thirulokanatha Dutch fort Tranquebar
Jeenaswamy Temple Thirupparudhikunram Kanchipuram :
Chokkeeswarar Temple Kanchipuram Kanchipuram Dutch tombs Nagappattinam
Sivan Koil Kooram Kanchipuram THANJAVUR DISTRICT - 4

Chandraprabha Temple Tiruparuthikunram Kanchipuram Sadayar Koil Tiruchinampoondi
THIRUVALLUR - 1 Thanjavu.r. Palace Thanjavuy ,

, , : , . Nerkalanjiyam Tiruppalaithurai
Visaleeswarar Temple Vilakanampoondi Tiruttani Manora Sarabendrarajapattinam
VELLORE DISTRICT - 5 | MADURAI DISTRICT - 16
Armamalal Caves Malayampatiu Gudiyatiam Tirumalai Naicker Palace Madurai
Seven Mothers' sculptures Perunkanchi Walajapettai Paththu Thungal Madurai
Tombs of Kandyan kings Vellore Vellore Theerthangarar sculptures Madurai
Valleeswarar Temple Thankkolam Arakkonam Brahmi Kalvettugal Anaimalai
Kanja Sahib tomb Sholingar Walajah Ladan Koil Anaimalai
TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT - 5 Kovalanpottal Madakulam
Vandavasi Fort Vandavasi Vandavasi m:’ue ﬁ;ﬁ pK%ﬂ“kka’kal Varichur
Tha_adagapureeswarar Koil quam . Vandavasi Asth e?giriswa car Kol Varichur
Chlnnyakulam Chinnyampetta Chengam Udayagiriswarar Koil Varichurmalai
Poondi Arugar Temple Erumpedu Arani (Kunnaththur)
Gangaikondacholeeswarar . ’

Brahmi kalvettu Kongarapuliankulam
Temple Koolampandal Cheyyar Sivan Koil Arittgp;)a%i !
VILLUPURAM DISTRICT - 10 Sivan Kol Ayyapatti
Sivan Koil Kandamangalam Villupuram m;ludrggfrlnNazcker Valavapai
ao?(?hpalmtmgs Kol Chettavaral Gingee Ovamalai kalvettu Meezaﬁshipuram

ukthialeeswarar Koi . ,
and Seetha Cave Perumukkal Tindivanam ‘&lruvadalv I:(rkkg!vettu '!};lruvaglfvlu;( i
Tirumoolanathar Temple Perangiyur Ulundurpet arungaiaksud arunkKalakua
:\(Aaéz?\likkona‘: walls ;hyagadurgam };gllill:U{lichi DINDIGUL DISTRICT -2

abilar rocks ennaru irukkoilur : ,

Rock paintings Kilvalai Tirukkoitur }FzﬁgzigﬂKgxﬁtr::ppadakkal Ramnad
Rock paintings Alampadi Tirukkoilur ; ,
Sivan Koil Ulagapuram Vanur Ivarmalai sculptures Dhathanyakkanpatti
Vishnu Koil Ulagapuram Vanur RAMNAD DISTRICT - 2
CUDDALUR DISTRICT -2 Ramalinga vilasam Suranko_ttai
Rudrapathi Temple Kilakkadampur Chidambaram Kattaborman For Kamudh
Kadambavaneswarar Koil Erumbur Chidambaram SIVAGANGAI DISTRICT -1
SALEM DISTRICT - 1 Marudupandiyar Fort Aranmanai Siruvayal
Rockowells and ancient TITICORIN DISTRICT - 4
Tamil inscriptions Periya Erippati Omalur

Kattabomman Fort Panchalankurichi
COIMBATORE DISTRICT -1 Brih:sh tombs Panchatankurichi
Ancient paintings Vettaikkaranmalai Narasimapuram British tombs Ottapidaram
DHARMAPURI DISTRICT 3 Vettuvan Koil Kazhugumalai
Athiayaman Peruvazhikkal Pakkirimedu Dharmapuri TIHUNELYELI DISTRICT -3 ,
Ramasamy-Krishnasamy Koil  Mallapadi Krishnagiri Poola Udalyar Kalvettu Seevalapperi
Jegadevi Fort Jegadevipalayam Krishnagiri E:;al;ﬁ'fgﬂgﬁamu siakkalmangalam
TIRUCHIRAPALLI DISTRICT - 6 Tirulr(teelakan}éanf P Pailajadi d
Swasthika wells Thiruvellarai Lalgudi
Sivan Kol Alambakkam Lalgudi KANYAKUMARI DISTRICT - 1
Sivan Koil _ _ Alagiamanavalam Lalgudi Udayagiri Fort & Capt. Padmanabhapuram
Pachil Amaleeswaram Sivan Koil Alagiamanavalam Lalgudi D'Lannoy tomb Town
Agastheeswarar Koil Perungudi Tiruchirapall
Sivan Koil Pazhur Tiruchirapalli CHENNAI -1

Memorial pillar Chennai

— The Editor

Taluk

Udayarpalayam
Udayarpalayam
Ariyalur

Karur
Karur

Mayiladuthurai
Nagappattinam

Thanjavur
Thanjavur
Papanasam
Pattukkottai

Madurai
Madurai
Madurai
Madurai
Madurai
Madurai

Madurai
Madurai
Madurai
Tirumangalam
Melur

Melur

Melur

Melur

Melur

Melur
Vedachandur
Palani

Ramnad
Madukulaththur

Karaikudi

Ottapidaram
Ottapidaram
Ottapidaram
Ottapidaram
Palayamkottai

Nanguneri
Ambasamudram

Kalkulam

Guindy-Mambalam

ot

Too many commercials

spoil

It may have been a classroom

exercise, but it was quite

revealing. What emerged was
this picture:

¢ Advertisements on TV are
necessary because they make
people aware of products, but
too many commercials irri-
tate the customer.

e When rival brands compete,
consumers are confused as to
what is good and try one
brand after another.

e Some of the commercials re-
lating to personal products
are offensive.

o Celebrities do not influence
the purchases of viewers.
“We will buy, even without
Sachin, Simran or Mano-
rama.”

hese were the findings of a

survey recently conducted
by the E-com Club of the Sri
Sankara Vidyashramam Ma-
triculation Higher Secondary
School, Tiruvanmiyur, on “the
utility and impact of TV com-
mercials”. The survey was based
on the premises that cartoon was
the favourite among children be-
low ten and BBC and Star News
among elders. Youth also
favoured Discovery.

The detailed data revealed
the following:

With several channels avail-
able, respondents did not stick to
one particular channel all the
time, switching channels fre-
quently. However, based on the
contents of the programmes, the
favourite channels of the respon-
dents were (including overlaps):

Sun TV 80%, Star Sports
71%, Vijay TV 52%, Jaya TV
51%, Raj TV 50% and Sun News
49%. Star News had a response
of only 36%, ESPN 33% and
BBC 26%.

The favourite programmes of
the respondents and their fami-
lies were: Film songs (218), Seri-
als (212), Sports (208) and Films
(207). Other responses included
News (146), Comedy shows

]
(

(119), Pattimandram (89) and
Interviews (72). Significant was
the response to numerology
(121) and astrology (114),
whereas Classical Music and
Dance and Religious Pro-
grammes had a response of only
around 60.

TV is easily the most impor-
tant among the various media
consumer product manufactur-
ers use, 1V commercials bring
the product advertisements to

e |t may bhe a student

survey, but it certainly is
;nd;cative of what people
eel.

the drawing-rooms of homes, and
with TV commercials ‘interrupt-
ing’ interesting programmes,
people see them not once, but
several times, being literally
‘brainwashed’ into buying many
products.

The objectives of the survey,
apart from finding out the
favourite channels of respon-
dents and discovering their
favourite programmes, were:

e To understand their reactions
to TV commercials
e To ascertain the influence of

TV commercials on the view-

ers
e To find out the impact of TV

commercials on the viewers.

The views of the respondents
to TV commercials for various
products are shown in Table 1.

Of the 226 families surveyed,
as many as 187 considered TV
commercials an interruption to
programmes. Only 29 said that
they were not and 10 did not ex-
press any view.

They also considered TV
commercials an interference to
interesting programmes and did
many things during such breaks,
such as:

Switch channels .- 182
Go to make phone calls - 71

the viewing

By A Special Correspondent)

Go to the toilet - 14
Open fridge to eat
or drink something - 96

Many respondents expressed
the view that while breaks were
necessary, they were too many
and too frequent. One respon-
dent said in despair, “We seem to
be watching TV commercials all
the time and the programmes
seem to be the breaks. It is better
we call all the channels adver-
tisement channels.”

Rated by the respondents as
the best among the TV commer-
cials were: Saint Gobain Glass
(222), ICICI (210), Junior
Horlicks (207), Red Roses (207)
and Hutch (201). The largest
number of respondents felt TV
commercials for Pepsi and Coke
were stale. And large numbers
felt several TV commercials were
“bland, lifeless, uninspiring, re-
petitive and boring”.

Commercials considered of-
fensive and whose discontinu-
ance was urged by the respon-
dents were those for Sanitary
Napkins (all brands) (212), De-
odorants (217), Paan Masala
(216) and Undergarments (all
brands) (210). These advertise-
ments should be totally banned
as they offend the sensibilities of
the viewers of different age
groups. “Why should our coun-
try ape the West in these?” asked
many.

Of the 226 respondents, 187
said they bought some products
after seeing the commercials, but
124 said that after using the
products they did not buy them a
second time. The products in-
cluded appalams, soaps, deter-
gents, shampoos, edible oils and
toothpaste. They did not repeat-
buy because they were not satis-

* fied with the products, about

which great claims were made by
the advertisements.

(Continued on page 6)
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of space.

‘Our OLD and the NEW this fo

rinight are really two OLDs — one untended for decades and the other handsomely
restored and demonstrating what a little money and-a lot of care can do for an old building.

Both houses in the pictures above are typical of the art deco bungalow con- HE
struction of the 1920s and 1930s which replaced the garden houses of the 19th ek T
OI_D. oa  Century but which, in less acreage, still remain the centre of a few score grounds

Our OLD, the untended house, above left, is today the office for the new car parking lot that its grounds are used for
by an automobile dealer. Our NEW, above, in almost identical style to the OLD, is a sparkling contrast and a model of
what an old house could be transformed into. Restored, the old Kothari house in Nungambakkam, just across the oad
from our OLD, is todry the main office block of the Academy for Management Excellence and its sister institution, the
Institute for Financial Management and Research. The splendidly vestored main stairway of the Kothari building is a
single detail of restoration reflecting what can be done if only there is a will. (Photographs by R. ESWARRA]J.)

Breaching the beach

live in Chicago. 1 have just

returned from a trip to Miami
Beach, Florida. Both cities are
lucky to sit near huge bodies of
water and adopt a plan of sen-
sible development so as not to
disturb this treasure. The former
sits on the shores of Lake Michi-
gan (one of the five great lakes)
but still has managed to create a
nice artificial beach. The latter
has a beach — well, not just a
beach but also the world’s long-
est.
Almost 16,000 kilometres
away, in Chennai, we have the
world’s second longest beach.
The recent controversy sur-
rounding the proposed construc-
tion of the new Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment offices near the beach
and the fact that some historic
buildings will be lost in the pro-
cess, made me look at the differ-
ences in approach.

Most don't dispute the fact
that the existing infrastructure
(in the secretariat and seat of the
local government in Tamil

Nadu) is inadequate to handle
effectively the administrative
needs. But a modern enclave of
tall towers of multi-national
companies, massive mansions of
the embassies/consulates and a
new government secretariat do
not seem to be the answer.

We need not just today’s
sights but tomorrow’s vision!

Chicago’s unique and beauti-
ful lake-front is no accident. The
city has a long history of civic
campaigns to preserve and pro-
tect Lake Michigan’s shore, start-
ing with retailer Montgomery
Ward'’s 19th Century crusade
against development interests
with the dictate “public ground
to remain forever open, clear and
free of any buildings, or other
obstruction whatever.” Ward’s
efforts were the first steps toward
reclaiming what could have be-
come industrial waterfront, like
most US cities. Instead, the city
created a lakefront for the people
— with parks, sandy beaches,
boating harbours and museums.

The Chicago shoreline has
been guarded ever since by civic
groups that resist development
near the lake. Today, the
lakefront runs contiguous, green
and accessible to the public with
26 of the 30 miles of shore pub-
lic. '

This is all not justin the name
of ecological or environmental
reasons. There are huge eco-
nomic reasons as well. Miami
had virtually no beach by the
mid-Seventies — with run-down
facilities and an unsafe reputa-
tion. A concerted effort in the
late Seventies rejuvenated the
Miami Beach and opened its
beaches to the public. Commer-
cial construction was regulated.
Public utilities and safety were
strengthened. Beach attendance
has since trebled from eight mil-
lion to 24 million today. The
number of foreign tourists visit-
ing Miami alone increased from
2.2 million in 1978 to 5.7 million
today. These visitors spend $4.4
billion annually. (In comparison,
the total number of foreign visi-

Table 1 — showing the views of the respondents tors to India is 2.3 million.)
to TV commercials for various products These are compelling reasons.
Appealing  Educative Informative =~ Amusing The Queen Mary’s College is
Health drinks 164 142 136 78 both an institution and a monu-

1 . ment. This educational institu-
Edible oils 48 51 34 23 .

) tion has been a proud landmark
Toilet soaps %6 4l 17 19 of Chennai. To pull down its
Detergents 64 49 08 06 buildings would be sacrilegious.
Beauty products b 86 67 59 One of the best ways to preserve
Consumer durables 68 41 39 46 a country’s heritage and pay trib-
Automobile products 54 53 46 05 ute to its history is to maintain
Automobiles 64 56 23 18 and restore ancient buildings, to
Two-wheelers 72 29 37 12 retain a legacy for future genera-
Beverages 112 64 71 67 tions to understand a country’s
Chocolates 96 62 51 42 great and glorious cultural rich-
Biscuits 74 41 31 18 ness. I hope that these just don’t
Icecream 104 87 69 27 wash away. — (Courtesy: Indus-
Soft drinks 168 (7) 41 94 trial Economist)

Financial products 182 156 146 112 Bala Swaminathan
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(Current Affairs questions are
from the period May 16th to
31st. Questions 11 to 20 per-
tain to Tamil Nadu and
Chennai.)

1. Name the Hollywood mega-
star, who has appeared in four of
the highest grossing movies in
history and who was awarded a
‘Walk of Fame Star’ recently.
2. Which historic Russian city,
once called Leningrad, cel-
ebrated its 300th anniversary re-
cently?
3. Name the Bollywood actress
whose father has been indicted,
based on a complaint by Prafull
Sarees, for alleged threats.
4. The Golden Jubilee of which
‘tall’ human achievement was
celebrated on May 29th?
5. Which Italian football team
won the UEFA Champions Cup
in Old Trafford on May 28th?
6. Which high-profile Lok Sabha
constituency in U.P. has been re-
named Chatrapati Shahuji
Maharaj Nagar?
7. The final manuscript of which
famous Beethoven composition
recently ferched £ 2.1 million at
a Sotheby auction?
8. Which film won the Golden
Palm, the top award, at the pres-
tigious Cannes International Film
Festival?
9. According to a new Stanley
Gibbons index, which living
personality’s autograph is the
most expensive, costing more
than 1900 Pounds?
10. Who won the Best Sports-
man and Sportswoman Laureus
Awards, considered the Oscars of
the sporting world?

%* * x*

11. Which of Chennai city’s
three oldest roads led out of the
St. George's Gate of Fort St.
George!

12. Which team won this
season's MAC-TNCA First Divi-
sion cricket league and retained
the Raja of Palayampatti Shield?

13. Name the former DMK min-
ister murdered in Madurai on
May 20th, leading to tension in
the party.

14. What ‘weekly’ was started by
the ‘Triplicane Six’ on September
20th?

15. What conservancy campaign,
aimed at cleaning up the city in
‘record time’, was launched in
Chennai on May 26th?

16. Name the MDMK Union
minister who resigned following
the arrest of his PA for allegedly
accepting a bribe from an IRS of-
ficer.

17. Which bridge in Chennai
started as the Triplicane Bridge
and later was known as St.
George's Bridge?

18. If T.T. Krishnamachari was
popularly called TTK, which fa-
mous industrialist was simply
called ‘J?

19. Which two stations under the
Southern Railway have been cho-
sen for mechanised cleaning by
the Railway Board under a Na-
tional ‘Clean Train Stations’
scheme?

20. Name India’s first vernacular
version of ‘Scrabble’, created by
Gopalan and Sudha Raja Kumar
in Tamil.

(Answers on page 8)

Olive Rldleys
last stand
in Chennai

recently saw Olive Ridleys’
Last Stand, a film by Chennai-
based wildlife filmmaker Shekar
Dattatri. The hall was full —
and Shekar warned his audi-
ence that many of them would
not enjoy what they would see.
And he proved to be right.
The film started with the
Olive Ridleys nesting in large
numbers on the shores of the
Gahirmatha Beach, Orissa,
which is also the world’s major
nesting area. However, within a
few seconds, the scene changed
— we could see the dead bodies
of hundreds of sea turtles
littered on the sands and also

under threat from developmen-
tal and unabated trawling ac-
tivities. Considering these facts,
conserving our coastline
becomes even more necessary.
This year, the volunteers of the
Students Sea Turtle Conserva-
tion Network (SSTCN), which
has been involved in the con-
servation of Ridleys for more
than a decade, were shocked to
find about 50 dead turtles
washed ashore during their
walks on the beach between
Besant Nagar and Nilangarai
during the season. This number
is more than double the previ-
ous years. The volunteers also

more bodies being washed up.
The most appalling feature of
the scene was the indifferent
attitude of the people passing
by. There was scant concern
for carcasses strewn around
them.

The film also gave a compre-
hensive picture of the threats
faced by the Ridleys onshore
and offshore during their nest-
ing season and how their mor-
tality rate is on the rise. It also
illustrated the various hazards
faced by the Ridleys. In particu-
lar, it depicted how trawlers are
unwilling to use Turtle
Excluder Devices (TED) —a de-
vice that is supposed to help a
turtle escape through an outlet,
when caught in the nets — and
how the government has not
done much to stop unabated
trawling. In addition, how
hatchlings were attracted by the
lights from the buildings along
the beach and died without
reaching the water was dis-
cussed.

The opening scenes of the
film, which exposed the apathe-
tical attitude of people, forced
me to think about the scenes |
have seen on Chennai's shores.
These scenes were not very dif-
ferent from the ones seen on the
Orissa coast.

Though only hundreds of
turtles visit our Chennai coasts,
we cannot ignore the impor-
tance of this nesting site. Espe-
cially when the world’s major
nesting site at Gahirmatha is

¢ by T. Murugavel

Trust for Restoration of Ecology & Environment

encountered a poacher on one
of their walks. In addition, the
number of beach houses is on
the rise and their lights are
reaching even the water.

[t is necessary to stop activi-
ties on our shore that would af-
fect the Olive Ridleys nesting.
Government should also make
the use of TEDs compulsory to
minimise the detrimental effect
of trawling. It should also play a
greater role in turtle conserva-
tion. Those living in the beach
houses could help by switching
off their lights early, at least dur-
ing the nesting season, or
at least dimming them to pre-
vent the light from reaching the
water, as is the practice in
several countries. Stricter
implementation of laws would
prevent poaching. All this
might yet allow the Olive
Ridleys to survive in Chennai
waters.

Three States act to
save Olive Ridleys

— But how about others?

Sea turtles are among the most endangered species protected
under the Convention of International Trade on Endangered
Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES) and the Convention on
Migratory Species (CMS). The Indian Wildlife Protection Regula-
tions also classifies sea turtles as a protected species. Of late, sea
turtles have attracted the attention of the world community in view
of a decision taken by the United States to ban the import of shrimp

" from countries that do not make Turtle Excluder Devices (TED)

mandatory in nets used by the fishing vessels. This is important for
India, since shrimp is a major foreign exchange earner contributing
over 70 per cent of its marine products’ export earning.

Sea turtles caught in large numbers in the fishing nets during
their nesting season die on a mass scale. The problem is very acute
along the Orissa and West Bengal coasts between December and
April. It is against this background that the Central Institute of Fish-
eries Technology (CIFT), Kochi, took up the design, fabrication,
ficld testing, popularisation and training of fishermen in the fabrica-

tion and use of TED.

Five species of sea turtles are found in India’s coastal waters.
They are the Olive Ridley, the Green Turtle, the Hawkbill, the Log-
gerhead and the Leatherback. These species are protected under
Schedule-1 of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972,

Sea turtles are generally found in warm waters and they begin
life as embryos in eggs deposited at a depth of 60 cm on sandy
beaches. In recent years, the large-scale mortality rate of the sea
turtles due to incidental catch in fishing operations has heightened
tensions between conservationists and fishing communities. In 1999
an estimated 2000 turtles were caught along the Indian coast.

Several State governments and administrations of Union Terri-
tories have evolved strategies for effective protection of sea turtles.
These include habitat preservation, species preservation through
recovery programmes, legislation and enforcement of prevalent laws
and regulations. They are also conducting research pertaining to
biology, ecology and reproductive physiology of turtles.

While West Bengal, Orissa and Kerala have promulgated regula-
tions compulsorily prescribing the use of Turtle Excluder Device in
trawling, other coastal States are expected to follow suit to protect
the sea turtles. — (Courtesy: Press Information Bureau, Govern-
ment of India, with inputs from BIJU K. MATHEW, Information

Assistant, PIB Kochi.)

A turtle excluder device.

TOO MANY COMMERCIALS SPOIL THE VIEWING

(Continued from page 5)

Celebrity endorsements,
they stated, did not influence
their purchases, except in rare
cases. Pepsi, Coke and Thumbs
Up advertisements were good
and they bought them occasion-
ally, but not because of celebrity

endorsement; they had to buy
some soft drink to quench their
thirst. By and large, of the 226
respondents, 173 said they were
not brand loyal. They were
ready to experiment with any
brand.

The survey covered respon-
dents in Tiruvanmiyur, Adyar,

Mylapore, Velachery and
Besant Nagar. In the areas un-
der survey, 60% of the families
had 3 or more members. Half
the families had incomes less
than Rs. 15,000 a month and
the other half had incomes over
Rs. 25,000 a month.

The majority of the persons

in the families of the respon-
dents were college and school
students. They were the ones
who are generally glued to the
TV, were very observant and
perceptive.

The views expressed by the
respondents were the collective
views of the families.
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Remembered glimpses
of City’s villages

hat is heritage? Does

it comprise only histori-
cal buildings, battle sites,
temples or does it also include
facets of life and the experi-
ences of people who lived in
parts of a city and struggled
through life? To appreciate this,
you have to read Ashoka-
mitran’s Oru Paarvaiyil Chennai
Nagaram’ (Tamil). Coming to
Chennai from Secunderabad,
more than fifty years ago,
Ashokamitran anecdotally de-
scribes what he has seen since:
the development of various
areas of the city, ranging from
T 'Nagar to Velachery, and the
changes, some good, some bad,
which have taken place.

Did you know that from
Damodaran Street in T 'Nagar
you could see corpses burning at
the Kannammapettai cremato-
rium! And smell the odour?
That there were no slums in
T 'Nagar? How famous the to-
mato chutney of Shantha
Bhavan was? Where individual
taste buds were catered to, in-
stead of the universally same
taste of sambhar and chutney we
get today?

Mambalam was famous for
its mosquitoes, probably the
only place in the world where a
cricket team was named after
them! In 1952, one out of three
had elephantiasis there. Sanita-
tion was so poor even then. Till
1955, there was no doctor
there. No car even for hire. You
could get to Egmore or Central
only by jutka. Electricity was
available in only one or two
houses and, barring one or two
houses, the wells had brown wa-
ter. In spite of all these incon-
veniences, Mambalam was
densely populated because of
low rents and transport avail-
ability.

Saidapet still has a number of
traditional houses. It is famous
for its abattoir, even though
there are very few mutton stalls
left, probably because of the
Gandhians there, one of whom
lives very frugally in a small
place, that’s a shop from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and is a library of rare
books for two hours before and
after. Even though there are
many markets in Chennai,
earthen pots are available only
in Saidapet.

The banyan tree in the
Theosophical Society at Adyar
continues to be a great attrac-
tion. The library there houses
many old manuscripts. It is
rumoured that the turban pre-

* Kavitha Publishers, Rs 40/-.
Editor’s Note: A book we hope
that will also be published in
English translation.

sented by a Siddha to Olcott is
kept in one of the library’s safes.

The clocktower in Roya-
pettah could be called the cen-
tre of Chennai. Nearby land-
marks are the Wesley Church
School and the hospital. The
jutkas near the hospital which,
till recently, was the only place
where “police cases” were ad-
mitted, carried live persons as
well as dead bodies. Growers of
roses once used to take from
Royapettah the manure they re-
quired; it had the reputation of
giving the best yield.

Chromepet, the home of
‘Chrome leather’ footwear, has
grown chaotically to house
more than one lakh people.
Most of them have no easy ac-
cess to medical care, which
probably is why they are
healthier than the rest who live
a more sedantary life, Ashoka-
mitran humorously suggests.
The source of water for
Chromepet which was a spring
under a hillock in the east has
now dried up. The hillock how-
ever is famous as ‘Kumaran
Kunram'.

Tiruvanmiyur is one area,
which has changed completely.
Even if Tirugnanasambandar

elsewhere, seeking clean air,
water and peace, they come
back here even if it means pay-
ing higher rent. Tiruvallikeni is
famous for its ‘messes’, like
Saidoji Mess. Hanumantharao
Mess, Maami Mess and others
which used to serve delicious
food in batches of twenty to the
regulars. Only after a close scru-
tiny, as though a prospective
bridegroom was being inter-
viewed, would a person be ad-
mitted to a ‘mess’ as a regular.
These ‘messes’ are now being
replaced by sparkling commer-
cial food outlets.

Presidency College, the vari-
ous hostels where students live,
T.P. Koil Street, where Bharati
lived, are familiar landmarks
here. Anarea where Hindusand
Muslims are in equal number,
Tiruvallikeni is famous for its Big
Mosque where the mullahs give
talismans. A recent and a worry-
ing occurrence is the annual
‘Pillayar procession’.

Mylapore has from Tiru-
valluvar's time been a promi-
nent settlement. It is closely
connected with religion, thanks
to numerous temples and
churches. The annual float fes-
tival in the Kapaleeswarar tank

o by Karthik Narayanan

who sang in the temple were to
appear, he would unlikely be
able to recognise the concrete
cage as a gopuram or, if he did,
he might use his powers to
transform it. The tank is no
longer a waterbody and only
heritage buffs are trying to re-
store it.

Would you believe it that
paddy fields were found in
Alwarpet not long ago? It has
been a residential area for a long
time. The Subramania Swami
temple in Teynampet is well
patronised. As this area was
near the erstwhile Gemini Stu-
dio, film extras used to live here
in great numbers. One day they
would be the Pandya king’s sub-
jects, the next day employees of
a miser, one day a beggar and
the next day they'd be clad in
princely clothes. The girls
would be dancing in the studios
when not engaged in Sathanur
or Mahabalipuram. Their smiles
and outward enthusiasm had no
relevance to reality. A number
of prominent personalities lived
in Alwarpet. Among the few
bungalows which have been
preserved is Sir C.P. Rama-
swamy Aiyar’s.

Residents of Tiruvallikeni
seem to be reluctant to live else-
where. Even if they buy houses

was a glorious affair. The way
the tank is abused under the
neon sign ‘Siva Siva’ is probably
why the wrath of God causes
the residents to suffer water
scarcity, says Ashokamitran.
The Buckingham Canal, which
just fifty years ago was used as a
waterway to transport goods
from Andhra, is in a pitiable
condition now. Apart from its
temples, Mylapore was famous
for its lawyers who lived there
or on its fringes, but they no
longer are synonymous with the
ancient town; Nageswara Rao
Park and the Amrutanjan Com-
pany are.

Perambur grew because of its
railway connections. A large
number of residents are Chris-
tians and theirs is the famous
Church, Our Lady of Lourdes,
whose spire can be seen from
the railway line. It is said that a
lot of ‘Siddhas’ used to live here.

Park Town was once upon a
time more than Central Station.
[t had Moore Market, the zoo, 2
beautiful lily pond, the SIAA
grounds and Mi Ladye’s Garden
where annual flower shows were
held. Rekla races — in which
ponies harnessed to tiny ‘chari-
ots’ raced — were annually held
at the SIAA grounds. Wall Tax
Road was famous for its Tamil
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plays and Mint Street, near
Sowcarpet, the traditional
abode of Rajasthanis and
Gujaratis, for its commerce.

Choolaimedu, which was
once an extension of Kodam-
bakkam, was home to many
small industries and also the fa-
mous Nelson Manicka Muda-
liar Press. It was here, too.- that
many famous Tamil writers
lived.

If housing boards have done
well in Anna Nagar, they are a
disaster in Velacheri. Its main
road starts from Saidapet, and
widening and narrowing, goes
for more than ten kilometres,
housing various companies and
factories, colleges and schools
and has a Telugu Brahmin
Street.

By assigning it the Postal
Zone number 2, the Post Office
considers Mount Road a sepa-
rate division. Blacker’s Road,
near erstwhile Round Tana, was
known as the way to the Casino
Theatre where tickets were
never available for the first
show. People stood in the
nearby lanes, drank a ‘2 anna’
coffee and, after enjoying the
music and dialogues, went for

the second show. It was
rumoured that after midnight
you were always followed by a
ghost. The dargahs in Mount
Road and in a lane near Gen-
eral Patter’s Road are still
famous for their curative
powers. Even though Suguna
Vilas Sabha has lost its address,
but not its name, there are no
plays associated with it.
Kamaraj and Annadurai statues
were erected during their life-
times; one lost his job and the
other his life. Is there a moral
there somewhere!

Tank is the name of
Purasawalkam’s famous bus
stand. It recalls a tank there
which had a glorious past. Its
quiet, sylvan surroundings arc
being replaced by aircondit-
ioned highrises and screaming
vehicular noises.

Egmore was the railway sta-
tion which came to everybody’s
mind if they lived in the south
of Tamil Nadu. Housing the
metre gauge, it connected re-
mote areas. Many won't believe
it, but, once tickets to go to Co-
lombo, Trincomalee or Jaffna

(Continued on Page 8)
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Time for a
pro league

he Tamil Nadu Cricket

Association league just
ended — with a knock-out
round introduced to decide the
league champion — acquires a
new twist with the promised in-
troduction of three-day
matches in the first division in
the forthcoming season, raising
the question how many teams
can afford to take part in three-
day games.

Proof of the efficacy of the
structure of the TNCA league,
with its strong support from a
cricket-loving group of corpo-
rates, was reinforced by Tamil
Nadu’s confident progress into
the recent Ranji Trophy final,
though the team faltered at the
post. Not many will contest the
argument that the advent of
two-day league matches, top
quality grounds and turf wick-
ets, not to mention the lucrative
employment opportunities in
Chennai, have all combined to
bring about this happy state of
affairs. It is only logical then
that the Association will try to
extend these benefits by simu-
lating first class cricket in the
local league. The three-day for-
mat is one that aspirants to
higher honours in cricket will
welcome.

But three-day league mat-
ches can, best, be played only by
professional teams. Who else
will be able to spend that length
of time away from other voca-
tions or academic commit-
ments? The new league is there-
fore clearly meant for profes-
sional cricketers, who have al-
ready made the decision to pur-

sue cricket as a career. And, to
go by unconfirmed reports
heard in the cricket community,
the two teams to have earned
promotion to the First Division
this year, the Railways Integral
Coach Factory and Southern
Railway, will find it almost im-
possible to take part in the
three-day league which will be
played on consecutive week-
days most of the time. Another
season, it may be the turn of pri-
vate clubs to advance to the se-
nior division, and the problem

.will be even more difficult to

resolve.

the corporates are likely to be
the only ones to remain in the
fray. (Some of them can con-
tinue to sponsor more than one
team as they have done in the
past.)

In addition to the pro league,
the new system will also incor-
porate an amateur league with
the full complement of divisions
and their subdivisions into
zones as before. All the teams
struggling to remain in the se-
nior division can be integrated
seamlessly into the new amateur
first division. Free movement
between the Pro league (played
on weekdays) and the Am
league (played on weekends)
can be encouraged, as the two
sets of matches need not clash.
While the pro teams may not
want to release their senior
players to play in the amateur
league as well, they may be glad
to allow their fringe players to
play weekend cricket and re-
main match-fit.

I o hy V. Ramnarayan |

What the present situation
does is present a clear window
of opportunity for the TNCA to
separate professional and ama-
teur cricket, simultaneously
strengthening the competitive
base of Tamil Nadu cricketin a
national context and freeing
genuine club cricket from the
tyranny of professionalism. If
the authorities are prepared to
think out of the box, they can
change the face of Tamil Nadu
cricket forever in one sweeping
decision—by making the First
Division the first professional
league in the country.

Make the first division an
open league, remove promo-
tions and relegations, invite en-
tries afresh every year, and raise
the stakes by increasing the en-
try fee substantially and intro-
ducing prize money. This way,

Gallant teams like Mamba-
lam Mosquitos or Bunts will no
longer find it such a huge chal-
lenge to remain in the first divi-
sion, as they will be in the se-
nior division of the amateur
league in the new dispensation.
Should any of these teams wish
to make the transition to the
professional tier of the league in
future seasons, they only have
to find the resources with the
help of corporate sponsors to
get back into the thick of ac-
tion.

With the public sector and
banks reducing their commit-
ment to cricket promotion over
the years, there may be only
some eight takers for the pro-
posed new system among those
currently competing in the First
Division. There are however
other sponsors like Bharat Pe-

troleum and Indian Airlines, at
present not competing in the
league or playing in the lower
divisions, who can be encour-
aged to enter the Pro League di-
rectly, thereby bringing more
first class cricketers under their
umbrella. An end (or begin-
ning) of season knockout
among the top pro teams, a
combined amateur team, a uni-
versity side and a districts team
could bring outstanding talent
among the amateurs to the fore.
Alternatively, these teams can
be entered in the time-
honoured Buchi Babu tourna-
ment, along with out-of-state
teams, so that the amateurs do
not miss out on selection oppor-
tunities.

The proposed Pro League
could eventually develop into
a national league with provi-

sion for teams from all over
India to take part. At the risk
of finishing last in a popularity
contest, I even suggest that the
residential qualification rules
for the Pro League should be
reasonably liberal in the matter
of import of players from other
States—or, as one veteran
cricket patron once put it, even
from overseas. I am all for in-
troducing adequate safeguards
to prevent local talent being
swamped by external competi-
tion, but I am convinced that
the opening up of Tamil Nadu
cricket on the lines I have pro-
posed, or any other model that
could be developed by the
many experts we have, within
the administration and with-
out, can only firmly establish
the State as the major centre
of cricket in India.

REMEMBERED GLIMPSES

(Continued from page 7)

could be purchased at this sta-
tion — the Indo-Ceylon Boat
Mail, later Express, once start-
ing from here. The hospital of
Gynaecology & Obstetrics was
world-famous. Now, “it looks
like an unattended choultry.”
The Eye Hospital was equally
famous. The first Shakespeare
dramas which Ashokamitran
watched were at the Museum
Theatre.

Fifty years is a long time in
the history of any city, especially

when pressure on space and ba-
sic amenities like clean water,
good roads, schools and hospi-
tal has brought so many
changes. What is of relevance is
the manner in which the resi-
dents of the city have coped
with these changes without los-
ing heart and managed to sur-
vive in spite of the insensitivity
exhibited by the authorities to-
wards fulfilling their basic
needs.

Ashokamitran pays a tribute
to that spirit in this collection
of memories.

Answers to Quiz

1. Harrison ‘Indiana Jones’ Ford;
2. St. Petersburg; 3. Shilpa
Shetty; 4. The first ascent of Mt.
Everest; 5. AC Milan; 6. Amethi;
7. The Ninth Symphony; 8. Gus
Van Sant's Elephant; 9. Neil
Armstrong, the first human on
moon; 10. Lance Armstrong and

Serena Williams.
* * *

11. Poonamallee High Road; 12.
Jolly Rovers; 13. ‘Pasumpon’ T.
Kiruttinan; 14. The Hindu; 15.
Door-to-door garbage collection
drive; 16. Gingee Ramachan-
dran; 17. The Periyar Bridge
leading from the Island; 18. S.
Anantharamakrishnan of Simp-

son’s; 19. Chennai Central and
Erode; 20. ‘Thiruthamizh’.
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