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CITY ENGINEERING.
COLLEGE

ALL SEATS
FuLL

No seats? That's no probiem, Sir. My
son can bring his own seat!

Seat Scramble

Chennai experienced a particu-
larly powerful dose of Dog Days
this summer, a special version of
which is on the loose right now,
menacing a certain section of
society.

Parents whose children recently
leapt across the Great Divide
between school and college.

This sorely-tried bunch scurry
between colleges, forms in hand,
heads reeling under tension and
the weight of too much informa-
tion.

What to do; where to apply; and
the biggie — How Much?

You receive contradictory infor-
mation about “the best places”
for particular courses. You are
advised to apply everywhere —
just in case. You are told of
someone who knows someone
who lives next door to the main
Someone... and you try every-
thing, unwilling to miss a
chance. :

Then the nightmare - getting a
call from one college, before you
hear from the Preferred One.
Old adages about birds in hand

begin to drum in your head.

You cannot afford the luxury of
having the hysterical fit of a life-
time, because you have to be the
adult, and diffuse the growing
worry on your: child’s face. “It'll
all work out,” you chant, and
your child sympathetically pre-
tends to believe you.

The steps you take will decide
which of your child’s dreams
will come true — is that respon-

sibility or what?

No wonder there is a strong
rumour going around that the
city is running out of hair-dye.

Ranjitha Ashok

Attacks on activists

4

NGOs network — and
express concern
(By A Special Correspondept)

he Catalyst Trust, which

has been trying for the last
three years to bring the various
voluntary organisations to-
gether, has succeeded in form-
ing the Citizens’ Action Net-
work {CAN). The Network

recently convened a meeting to

Stamp
your
presence

(By A Special
Correspondent)

P ostage stamps, often
referred to as a medium
through which nations speak,
are prestigious cultural ambas-
sadors and tools of education,
says the Department of Posts
in inviting YOU to suggest
subjects for issue of stamps
during 2004. The Department
normally issues about 50 com-
memorative stamps in a year.

Proposals on subjects relat-
ing to heritage and culture of
the country, flora and fauna,
important events, art, music,
painting, sculptures etc. may
be submitted.

Each proposal should carry
suggestion on one subject with
a brief on it not exceeding 150
words. The proposal should be
written/typed/printed legibly
on white paper and submitted
before 31.7.2003 to:

The Chief Postmaster General

(Philately Section)
Tamil Nadu Circle
Chennai 600 002,
All proposals for issue of
commemorative  postage

stamps are considered by the
Philatelic Advisory Commit-
tee (PAC), provided they are
on the basis of specific guide-
lines laid down by it.

The subjects proposed
should be relating to heritage
and culture of the country. If
appropriate designs/pictures
are available for the proposal
given, this may be indicated in
the proposal, but material

should not be sent at this stage.

discuss the menace of frequent

attacks on NGO activists by

anti-social elements. A public
meeting is now to be held this
month to highlight this issue
and sensitise society, the police
and the judiciary on the need
for quick remedial action to
stop these attacks on social ac-
tivists.

CAN’s overall action plan
includes the following:

— Voluntary organisations and
activists joining hands, help-
ing each other at the State,
District-and local levels to
solve the common problems
of people and face opposi-
tion, if any, in a sustained
manner. While doing so,
they need not lose their
separate identities.

(Continued on Page 8)
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The Marundeeswarar Temple Tunk Tirucanmizur, is now being kcpt clean
(above) on a regular basis with the Corporation ‘and the community teaming
together. Now, only water is needed to fill it — and, below, Metrowater is laying
pipelines along West Tank Road to lead the run-off from the East Coast Road

and neighbouring areas mto Lhc tank. (Also see Page 4 )

“Teamwork to restore
Tiruvanmiyur tanks

Rtt:storation work on the cen-
uries-old Arulmigu Ma-
rundeeswarar Temple tank and
its neighbour, the smaller
Chitrakulam Tank, has started
in right earnest. What is heart-
ening is the joint effort being
made to get water back into the
tanks by harvesting rainwater,
with the community, the temple
authorities and the HR & CE
Department, the Chennai Cor-
poration, Chennai Water Sup-
ply and Sewage Board, the
Highways Department, the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India
and the Indian National Trust
for Art and Cultural Heritage,
Tamil Nadu Chapter, all team-
ing together.

The last time Tiruvanmiyur
residents saw water in the tank
was in 1995 when the Rotary
Club of Madras (Main) restored
the tank, but with that effort
subsequently not being sus-

tained locally, and with popula-
tion growth and unrestricted
development in and around
Tiruvanmiyur, the groundwater
level receded and the tank went
dry — and has remained so.

“The present water level in
the tank is 15 feet below the
tank bed level. That is more
than 30 feet below normal
ground level. Even if our experi-
ment with rainwater harvesting
(RWH) succeeds, whatever wa-
ter comes in will only recharge
the groundwater table, as the
soil is very sandy. We will need
to wait for at least two consecu-
tive good monsoons to see wa-
ter in the tank again,” warns
P.T. Krishnan, Convener,
INTACH-TN.

The Marundeeswarar Tem-
ple is perhaps a good example of
how, when water in the temple
tank dries up, the activity
around the tank, especially dur-

ing festivals, grinds to a halt; the
tank turns into a no-man’s land
instead of becoming the centre
of temple and community activ-
ity. The objective now of all in-
volved is two-fold — to see wa-,
ter in the tank, purely as visual
proof of RWH being a success,
and to retain water in the tank
for as long as possible. -

“The idea is not to have stag-
nant water that might become
a breeding ground for mosqui-

- toes. We will be trying to restore

the ecology using natural. pro:
cesses,” Krishnan.points out.
Geo-technical consultants ap-
pointed for the purpose have
suggested laying  hessian
(closely-woven jute) on the
tank bed surface and laying a
layer of soil over it. This will dev
lay the percolatlon and help to
retain water in the tank for a
while. However, hessian dis-

(Continued on Page 6)
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Hoping restoration’s not gone with the

he sudden decision of Fr.

Ignacimuthu to resign as
Vice-Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Madras — and the equally
sudden decision to accept it
promptly — has left many won-
dering what it was all about. Not
the least being The Man From
Madras Musings who was left
with egg on the face, the resigna-
tion being announced even as
readers of Madras Musings were
catching up with MMM'’s appre-
ciation of Fr. Ignacimuthu’s ef-
forts in getting the restoration of
Senate House underway and
MMM '’s appeal to him to ensure
that the restoration would be
done in classical fashion and
prove a model for others to fol-
low.

Now that Fr. Ignacimuthu -
who brought to his seat a Jesuit’s
appreciation of heritage — is no
longer Vice-Chancellor, MMM
hopes that the appeal in Madras
Musings of June 16th does not
fall on deaf ears, that it will be
heeded by those acting till the
vacuum is filled as well as by his
successor who, MMM hopes, will
prove as interested in restoring
Senate House, and in a model way
at that. In fact, MMM would urge
the recommending committee to
take into consideration, when
choosing someone to be ap-
proved as Vice-Chancellor, the
candidate’s interest in heritage
and commitment to restoring
Senate House against all odds.
But that may be asking too much,
might it not be?

Be that as it may, and whether
the incoming Vice-Chancellor is
interested in heritage or not,
MMM hopes that he will con-
tinue with the work that has al-
ready been started on the resto-
ration of Senate House and en-
sure its completion, in classical
fashion, with the same commit-
tee that has, from the beginning,
worked on the project.

A jaundiced view

t’s become a regular event in
Chennai, undergraduates from
American universities spending a
semester in the city or in South
India, working with or withouta
local college, and getting them-
selves up-to-date on India and its
culture — and earning a few cred-
its in the process. The Man From
Madras Musings is delighted with
the scheme and looks forward to
more and more American univer-
- sities joining the three or four
now visiting Chennai and the
South. But, as most readers by
now would have got used to,
whenever MMM is delighted
with something, there’s a caveat
to it. And, so there is one in this
case too.

In this case, it's the kind of
syllabuses that get prepared at the
American end and the changes
suggested during brainstorming
sessions here. To MMM, they
both appear as not looking at the
ground reality in a wider perspec-
tive.

In America, the courses tend
to favour Indian culture, religion,
philosophy and the arts, all rather
rooted in that hoary past we are
so proud to project. But when
this is discussed in India,
academia, particularly the more
intellectual side of it which is usu-

ally linked with activism, suggests
that India be looked at with a civil
rights inspectot’s critical eye so
that communalism, casteism,
Dalitism, environmental threat,
endemic corruption etc. become
the focus. In the end, the result is
an amalgam of both syllabi, but
one far removed from the reality
of everyday India which, in truth,
warts and all, is not such a bad
place.

MMM remembers an India
with a 300 million population
where probably no more than 20
million people living middle class
lives (and MMM includes the up-
per classes too) benefited from
some form of education, when
technical staff were few, though
better teachers of the humanities
there probably were more, where
every indicator of health, infra-
structure, consumerism or any
other such parameter was abys-
mal. In 50 years we have come a
long way from that. In that time
the middle class has grown to over
400 million out of a billion popu-
lation — and that’s a formidable
number which, even in terms of
percentages, is double and more
of an educated population with
the wherewithal to live comfort-
ably. That middle class, larger
than the total population 50 years
ago, coupled a general improve-
ment on poverty levels has obvi-
ously come about because we have
done something right. Shouldn’t
what we've done right, shouldn't
this tremendous development of
the country in the last fifty years —
despite all the failures, mistakes,
bungling, politicking and ineffi-
ciencies — be also not only looked
at but also projected to American
students who have no idea what
India is like today.

MMM has interacted with
American groups of all ages in the
last ten years, and the little they
know of modern India is no differ-
ent from the picture their grandfa-
thers had of an India of snake
charmers, naked fakirs and primi-
tiveness. These groups find it hard
to believe the progress made — no
doubt because the comparison is
with the American lifestyle and
not the Indian lifestyle of 1946.

Itis in this context that MMM
suggests all those working on such
programmes take a less ancient
Indian and less activist approach
to giving Americans a picture of
Modern India. We do have our
good points, no matter how criti-
cal we are about ourselves.

The Press today

e same feeling is what The

Man from Madras Musings

felt when he recently attended a
two-day seminar organised by the
Asian Media Information and
Communication Centre of India
on ‘The State of the Media’.
Nothing that was said on the oc-
casion was anything that hadn’t
been said before in a less jargon-
ridden way. Take for instance the
session on ‘Embedded Reporting’.
Wasn’t that what happened dur-
ing Word Wars 1 and II and the
Korean War and India’s various
wars with Pakistan right down to
Kargil? Could journalists ever have
got to the front without the help
of the forces with whom they
shared a nationality? The Viet-
nam war was perhaps the first war

from the time of the Crimean and
U.S.Civil wars till today when
journalists tended to operate more
freely on their own. In all the other
wars, except for the exceptions,
most journalists were ‘embedded’
— only the jargon had not been in-
vented.

On the question of news space
and commerce, when hasn’t ad-
vertising prevailed and when
haven’t advertisers bought edito-
rial space in newspapers! Only
they called it ‘supplements’ in the
good old days; today, in addition
to supplements, there are a whole
lot of other names that advertis-
ers’ contributions go by, like ‘Re-
sponse’ and ‘Impact’ and what
have you.

MMM has often thought that
these issues tend to be blown up
bigger than life because when
journalists are taught in academia
or trained in newspapers, not
enough time is spent on teaching
them how a newspaper is run and
how it is produced, management
and production. Few journalists
stop to ponder over the fact that
without the printing department
or the circulation department, no
paper will reach readers or that
without the advertisement depart-
ment it is doubtful whether he’ll
get his salary or without that ogre
the owner he’ll have a place to

SHORT
’ ” ’
SNAPPY

work and the equipment to work
with. If those realities are drilled
into journalists-in-learning,
maybe they’ll see there’s a wider
world of journalism rather than
activism for the sake of activism.
As for the sessions on journal-
ism itself, must journalists them-
selves have such a negative picture
of their brotherhood, into which
corruption has arrived, or is it nec-
essary that they should see them-
selves as muckraking crusaders?
Don’t the achievements of civil
society, the improvements around
us, and the happier side of news
have a place in a newspaper any
more! Surely, that initial training
needs to look at clearing the minds
of beginners of the picture of jour-
nalists being crusaders whose sole
mission in life is to create a better
world by exposing the sins of oth-
ers; it's time journalists paid as
much attention to achievement,
creativity and progress, it’s time
they began to go back to funda-
mentals and learn that a news-
paper’s prime functions are to in-
form, instruct and entertain.
Perhaps what AMIC needs to
have is a discussion amongst jour-
nalists on ‘How can we be better

journalists and how can we serve
the public better’.

Southern tourism

And so here we are once again
talking about the Southern
States getting together on tour-
ism. The Man From Madras Mus-
ing has been hearing this refrain
from the 1970s and here we are,
25 years later, saying the same old
things.

There was Chandrababu Naidu
talking of the South emergingasa

‘tourist hub’, the indispensability
of joint promotion of tourism in
the South, and the need to have
common circuits for all the States.
And as befitting the decades-old
mantra of the Southern States, the
Ministers kept on harping on spiri-
tual tourism -~ and Andhra
Pradesh even cited the crowds
that flock to Tirupati. As though
that's tourism! The Kerala minis-
terial view was to establish a brand
for Southern tourism and sug-
gested the establishment of a
South India Tourism Council to
meet regularly to address issues on
working together.

Having kept hearing the same
notes struck over the years, with
nothing concrete emerging, MMM
now feels that deliberations such
as these will not make anything
happen, that only a miracle will.
And noting the reticence of Tamil
Nadu to contribute, at least, the
right, attention-grabbing sounds
at the Conference, MMM won-
ders whether Tamil Nadu will
even agree to participate in the
Council, leave alone play a major
role in it.

Two heritage views

henever heritage conserva-
tionists disagree with the
official view, be it governmental
or political, they are immediately
branded as being anti-progressive,
obstructionist and having vested
interests. Government, politicians
and their retinue never seem to
realise that there would be no
need to indulge in name-calling
and accusations if project planners
got together with conservationists
or any other activist groups and
had fair, free and transparent dis-
cussions and took decisions on
such issues based on consensus. A
little bit of democracy will go a
long way in solving such issues
where heritage buildings, institu-
tions etc. are threatened by uni-
lateral plans for development.
This, The Man From Madras
Musings holds, is the way to go
even when private developers have
plans for historic properties —
whether or not there is a heritage
law in the State. If ever there is
private property that should be
protected as a heritage site, it is
Kalki Gardens in Kilpauk, where
national politics and Carnatic cul-
ture found full expression over the
years. V.V, Giri’s house, perhaps
in the view of many less of a heri-
tage site, nevertheless has claims
for it to be conserved. Both, how-
ever, are private properties —and
with nc Heritage Act in place,
there is less of a case for public
discussion. But it does behove an
organisation such as the one that
owns Kalki Gardens, with its cul-
tural, philosophical and spiritual
bent, to at least maintain it as the
spiritual centre it now is even if it
does not do anything to mark all
the historical and cultural experi-
ences that have taken place over
the years within it. And if it dis-
cussed its thoughts and plans with
conservationists, MMM is sure
that solutions would be found to
keep everyone happy and not only
those who think that even in spiri-
tualism big is always better.

InMumbai too

These thoughts occur to

wind too!

MMM as much because of what
has been happening in Chennai
during the past few weeks as on
account of a story from Mumbai
which might sound, in its
enaction, not very different to
what happened in Chennai a few
months ago. MMM can do no bet-
ter than quote the first reports
that appeared in The Times of In-
dia on the threat to Rudyard
Kipling’s birth place:

€The place where Nobel-win-
ning writer Rudyard Kipling was
born may soon house a raucous
sarkari daftar. The state govern-
ment’s newly-formed Educational
Institution Regulatory Authority
is readying to take over a part of
the J.J. School of Art, a Grade 1
heritage structure, for its office...

Insiders allege that the move
to set up the EIRA office was be-
ing done clandestinely, at a time
when the staff and students were
on vacation. The house (which
was home of the successive Deans
of the College) is lying vacant
since the last dean retired,

Outraged students hung post-
ers on the gates of the picturesque
house. ‘Stop sarkari encroach-
ment’, read one banner, while oth-
ers decried the disrespect shown
to the memory of the legendary
writer and the ‘pristine art college
decor.’

Sangeeta Jindal, founding
trustee of the Friends of ].J. School
of Arts Trust, said, “Setting up a
government office in this manner
in an educational institution is
unheard of in the world. The gov-
ernment should look at enhancing
the glory of such an institution and
not take up parts of it for its use.

Kipling was born in an older
bungalow on the site and spent
the first five years of his life there.
His father J.L. Kipling was the first
principal of the J.J. School of Art
(1857). The original house was
later pulled down and a similar
green, wooden house, with elegant
porches and eight glass doors, was
built at the site. Kipling was so
enamoured by it, he built a replica
in England and named it
‘Naulakha’.

Students, alumni, artists and
activists are now preparing more
intense protests, including signa-
ture campaigns.’

Adds Times of India columnist
Nina Martyris:

‘Although city historians are
at pains to point out that the
original bungalow has long been
pulled down, this factoid has few
takers, for nostalgia is remarkably
free of the underpinnings of fact.

Nostalgia has been leveraged to
great effect — it has roused an oth-
erwise moribund campus to ac-
tion. Once upon a time, India’s
premier art school, ]J.J. had long
lost its lustre, with an apathetic
student body, no dean at its head
and the famous bungalow unin-
habited. But now, hearteningly,
the voice of protest is spluttering -
forth through posters and sit-ins.
Ruddy (Rudyard Kipling) or so it
would appear, has Brovided a
much-needed rudder.

Now where have we heard of
such going-on before? In Chennai,
of course .... where, as MMM has
long held, we are always first in
the country in showing the way
others follow.

" i ——— <. - av— o—
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Competent engineers

Reference MMM's remarks
(MM, June 1st) on the PWD's
work on tourist facilities, it seems
that MMM does not know the
proven experience and expertise of
the TNPWD Engineers in the fields
of tourism, entertainment and
cultural heritage. Further, MMM'’s
contemptuous outlook towards the
PWD is biased and baseless.

Let me list out the good work
done by PWD engineers in the field
of tourism.

Most of the tourist parks in all
the major reservoirs in Tamil Nadu,
including Brindavan, Kallanai,
Mukkombu, Vaigai, Sathanur,
Manimutharu, Aliyar and Thiru-
moorthi, were developed and main-
tained by PWD with meagre
maintenance funds. '

99% of the tourist attractions in
Chennai and elsewhere are also
constructed and maintained by
PWD, such as Anna, MGR Memo-
rials, Valluvar Kottam, Gandhi
Mandapam, Science & Technology
Centre (Birla Planetarium),
Mahabalipuram, all Tamil Nadu
Hotels, Courtallam waterfalls,
Thiruvalluvar statue at Kanniya-
kumari, Kannadasan Memorial at
Karaikkudi, Ooty, Kodaikanal,
Yercaud, Thanjavur etc. If Govern-
ment does not allot sufficient funds
for proper upkeep and mainte-
nance, what can be done?

V. Govindan, C.P. Tham-
biannan, D. Gajarajan, N. Selvaraj
etc. are efficient PWD engineers
who served the TN Tourism De-
partment for more than two de-
cades and constructed such tourist
attractions. PWD Irrigation engi-
neers maintained parks attached to
the irrigation reservoirs.

I must categorically state that
TNPWD engineers have all the ex-
perience necessary to construct and
maintain tourist attractions. But
their hands are always tied with the
anachronistic rules and regulations
of IAS bureaucracy and the lack of
funds for upkeep and maintenance
under successive Governments.

As a TNPWD Engineer and
former General Secretary and past
President of Association of Engi-
neers, TNPWD, 1 assert that our
PWD engineers can effectively
construct international tourist in-
stallations if they are given the free-
dom to take decisions and the kind
of funds given to private organisa-
tions.

I hope MMM changes his view
on PWD engineers.

A. Veerappan

Former Special Chief Engineer
(Ground Water), TNPWD

Plot No. 1, T.S. Duraisamy Nagar
Arumbakkam, Chennai 600 106.

MMM’s Note: No contempt
was intended, but The Man From
Madras Musings still maintains that

"none of the places listed by Reader

Veerappan is of international stan-
dards — or even of standards that
international and a large number of
Indian travellers would accept.

Best or worst?

Your lead story (MM, May 16th)

is the biggest joke or an insult to
the intelligence of the people of the

country. We have lived in the ten
largest cities of India in the last 40
years though we belong to Chennai.
We, along with scores of others who
have experienced Chennai, would
vouch that it is not only NOT the
best metro to live in, but is even one
of the worst cities of the country and
the worst metro for sure! We are
glad we moved out of the city which
is nothing but an overgrown slum,
with the general public, one of the
worst in the country.

In office areas, like Parry's Cor-
ner, you have slums galore. You
don't find slums in Fort (Mumbai),
Connaught Place (Delhi), Chow-
ringhee (Kolkata). We are happy to
be out of Chennai for several
reasons.

Jayanthi Krishnan
7/8, 31d Street, 9th Main
Malleswaram, Bangalore 3.

Editor’s Note: A pity you have
to suffer is when, as your footnote
says, you have to periodically visit us
due to social reasons! But most of us
who call Madras home, rather like
the place — despite all our grouses.
Keep up free mailing
Reader N.S. Venkatraman's

analysis of the readers’ minds
(MM, June 1st) is absolutely cor-
rect. People would like to receive
the journal, muse over its contents,
discuss with friends and share their
views with members of their fami-
lies, especially the elders.

He has also suggested NOT to
stop the free issue but keep appeal-
ing for contributions. Hope you will
take the suggestions of Reader
Venkatraman and act.

Dr. D. Janakiraman
16, Puliyur Main Road
Trustpuram, Kodambakkam
Chennai 600 024.
Editor’s Note: As stated several
times before, we are not stopping
free issues to anyone already on our
mailing list in Chennai. And we
keep on appealing for subscriptions,
but the response is a trickle these
days. We'd be glad to hear how to
make that a flood — then we'd be
able to send free copies to the
outstation readers who were on our
list. As things are, they have been
removed from our mailing list un-
less they have contributed to
Chennai Heritage and the causes it
espouses.

A ‘but’ in verse

hile I feel almost as strongly
as you about the demolition
of old buildings, especially of QMC,
let me quote:
For the whole world is the sepulchre of
famous men
And their names are given
Not only in stone over their native soil
But live on-far away without visible
symbol '
Woven into the stuff of other men's
lives.
Vasantha Ravindran
Sunderi Apartments
5/2, 4th Trust Cross Street
Chennai 600 028.

The evil snake!
Rznjitha Ashok’s piece on CAS

s well as the cartoon was
certainly a-musing.

he article on Madras Vet-

erinary College (MM, May
16th) took me down memory
lane. The spirit of service was
evident right from the first batch
who graduated in 1906. Dr. A.
Ramalinga Mudaliar, of that
batch, could not bear to see the
inequalities and injustice being
done to the profession and its
members. He arranged for 15
Veterinary Surgeons to meet in
October 1920 in Vellore. With
solid support from his col-
leagues, Dr. T. Vinayaka Muda-
liar, Dr. M.S. Sastry (a graduate
from Bombay Veterinary Col-
lege) and Dr. R. Swaminatha
Iyer, they formed an Association
of Veterinary Graduates (later
named Madras Veterinary Asso-
ciation) and decided to form an
All India Veterinary Associa-
tion. A team toured the country
and gathered support for the
cause, eventually leading to the
finalising and holding of its first
conference in Lahore in 1923.
At the second conference, held
at Lucknow in 1924, it was de-
cided to start a journal of the
Association. Here again an
alumnus of Madras Veterinary
College’s first batch, Dr. Pangal
Srinivasa Rao, came forward to
shoulder the responsibility of
Editorship of the Indian Veteri-
nary Journal and its first issue
was released in August 1924.
Dr. Srinivasa Rao was ably as-
sisted by Dr. T. Vinayaka
Mudaliar, Dr R. Swaminatha
Iyer and Dr. M.S. Sastry who
were occupying the top posts in
the executive committee of the
Association. Dr. Srinivasa Rao
held the editorship for 31 years
till 1955. Dr. T. Vinayaka Mu-
daliar took over the editorship in
1955 at the age of 65 and con-

Veterinary memories

tinued in the prestigious office
till 1968. The IVJ, which was
coming out as a bimonthly from
1939, was converted into a
monthly from 1958 by Dr. T.
Vinayaka Mudaliar. Dr. Muda-
liar started a building fund for
IVJ for which there was good re-
sponse. A plot was secured in a
prestigious locality in Nanda-
nam and IVJ moved into its own
premises in June 1987. At this
time, Dr. V.S. Alwar, who was
very active behind-the-scenes all
these years, came forward to
shoulder the responsibility of
the Editorship. In 1996, he was
succeeded by Dr. V.D. Padma-
naban. Throughout its 80 years
of existence, the Editorship of
the IVJ, has been, and contin-
ues to be, in the hands of alumni
of the Madras Veterinary
College.

Dr. Vinayaka Mudaliar held
the posts of President and Sec-
retary (of AIVA/IVA) for nearly
five decades. Dr. C. Krishna Rao
was President for 13 years. Dr.
V.S. Alwar set a record of 22
years, from 1960 to 1982, as
Secretary. He was also the Re-
gional Representative, for 12
years, from 1969, of the Com-
monwealth Veterinary Associa-
tion, of which he was a founder-
member and was a member of
the Permanent Committee of
World Veterinary Congress for
five years from 1978.

Dr. Vinayaka Mudaliar was
considered an authority on live-
stock development and retired
as the first Indian to hold the
post of Livestock Development
Officer. Dr. Pangal Srinivasa
Rao was a highly successful ca-
nine practitioner in Madras be-
sides being Veterinary Surgeon
for the Madras Race Club for 25

years. Dr. R. Swaminatha Iyer,
who retired as the Principal of
Madras Veterinary College, was
considered as equine surgeon
par excellence. He was in Oota-
camund where he stayed for 12
years. He was associated with all
the South Indian Turf Clubs.
Dr. MLN. Menon, then Lecturer
in Surgery, was the first Indian
to be awarded the Fellowship of
the Royal College of Veterinary
Surgeons (F.R.C.V.S.}, Edin-
burgh, for his innovative skills
in performing intrathoracic sur-
gery in canines to remove para-
sitic tumours. He retired as Ani-
mal Husbandry Commissioner
(1974-77), Government of In-
dia, and later served as Regional
Representative at the FAO of-
fice in Bangkok. Dr. C. Krishna
Rao became the Director of
Animal Husbandry, Andhra
Pradesh and Assam, before
occupying the topmost post of
Animal Husbandry Commis-
sioner. He was also the Vice-
Chancellor of the Andhra
Pradesh Agricultural Univer-
sity. Dr. R. Krishnamurti’s re-
search work on Rinderpest vac-
cines at the Institute of Veteri-
nary Preventive Medicine,
Ranipet, and Dr. Alwar’s re-
search work on Schistosoma
nasale causing nasal granuloma
in bovines and trypanasomiasis
and feather mites won interna-
tional recognition. We the
alumni, young and old, are ea-
gerly looking forward to the cen-
tenary celebrations of our alma
mater on July, 6, 2003.

M.S. Jayaraman

10, Shrinivas Apartments
Tumbulls Road. I Cross Street
Nandanam

Chennai 600 035.

I have often wondered why we
encourage the ‘evil snake’, viz. the
cable, into our homes.

TV is the root of all evil. The

most humorous part is that we pur-
chase it willingly.
S. Sharma

3, Sixth Avenue, C-1 Chennai 83.
Kalki the critic ...

he occasional series (MM,
May 1st) on Tamil writers is
welcome.

There can be no gainsaying the
fact that the credit for revolutioni-
sing Tamil writing from the pedan-
tic Pandit language which was in
vogue into a simple, lucid and en-
chanting style goes to Kalki. The
1930s last saw his emergence as the
most popular writer of short stories
and novels as well as interesting
editorials. Some of his novels were
filmed, the most important one be-
ing Thyaga Bhoomi, the first Indian
film with a stirring social Saga de-
picting patriotism as the essence of
life. Many do not know that he had
an expert knowledge of Carnatic
Music and, under the pen name
‘Karnatakam’, wrote humorous, sa-
tirical and, at times, scathing criti-
cism of music concerts, dramas and

cinema.
M.R. Pillai
H 64/5, Central Avenue
Korattur, Chennai 600 080.

... & the storyteller
It was ‘Kalki' who introduced the

present-day, readable Tamil and

he tamed the language to such an
extent that even scientific, eco-
nomic and other subjects could be
easily dealt with in Tamil. The first
article which had made S.S. Vasan
and his mother laugh (side-splitting
humour, shall we say) was titled
Yettikkuppotti (Tit for tat, roughly),
which was more or less a satire on
old superstitions like Rahukalam,
Sakunam etc. The anecdote quoted
by Randor Guy was not in that ar-
ticle. Kalki also wrote several Tamil
songs which were sung by M.S.
Kalki's reviews, under the pen-
name ‘Kamnatakam’, were not only
humorous, but also very construc-
tive. He wanted Tamil songs to be
sung in the cutcherries along with
the kritis of the Musical Trinity.
T.M. Sundararaman
19, Nallappan Street
Mylapore, Chennai 600 004.

Chennai crackerphony

Ithough the police have given
me lip sympathy to noise pol-
lution control, all those rules are
flouted in practice, often under their
very noses, especially when there is
a political function. For several
hours before the function, for a dis-
tance of 300 mtrs radius, film songs
are blared from cone loudspeakers
which causes a buzzing in the ears
for passersby. The sound decibel
borders on third-degree torture.
When the VIP arrives, he is wel-
comed with the bursting of crack-
ers. In the past, crackers used to be
burst only on Deepavali days and

in the funeral processions of some
castes. Nowadays crackers are burst
for anything and everything.

There seems to be no law gov-
erning the indiscriminate monkey-
ing with crackers. For quiet-loving
people, Chennai has become a liv-
ing Hell. So much so, Australia’s
win over India in the cricket world
cup final was a blessing of sorts, for
it meant that we were spared the
cracker torment. Still, some imbe-
ciles went ahead and celebrated
Australia’s win since they didn't
want to waste the crackers they
had bought!

It is for our leaders to impress
upon the public that before we
clamour for world peace we must
not shatter the peace and quiet of
the neighbourhood. However, un-
til such time as good sense prevails,
I suppose we are left with no alter-
native than to join the dog under
the sofa when the empty vessels set

off the crackers.
C.G. Prasad
9, C.S. Mudali Street
Kondithope, Chenni 600 079.

PLEASE NOTE

© A\ jetters for The Editor's attention shouid
be addressed to The Editor, c/o Lokavani
Hal-Mark Press Pvt. Lid., 62/63, Greames
Road, Chennai 600 006.

® Al business correspondence shouki be
addressed to The Dicector, Chennai Heritage,
260-A, TTK Road, Chennai 600 018.

® Madras Musings does not accept letters
by e-mail,
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“What a waste
of talent
in advertising!”

here is a famous anecdote
about R.K. Swamy related
by S.R. Mani Ayer (former
managing director Ogilvy &
Mather). It was in 1983 and
Swamy had hosted a reception
in Madras for David Ogilvy, the
founder of Ogilvy & Mather.
After the two talked to each
other for some time, this is what
one icon (Ogilvy) had to say
about the other (Swamy),
“What a waste of talent in ad-
vertising!” Those who had the
privilege of knowing Swamy will
understand what Ogilvy meant.
He was not only an advertising
guru who broke many barriers
and set many standards, but was
also a truly multifaceted
scholar. He was a management
leader, an educationist, a quiet
philanthropist, a thinker and a
philosopher. He was a deeply
spiritual man. He was also a
major influence in two advertis-
ing agencies, one he worked for
and the other he founded.
Swamy’s career in advertis-
ing is what truly legends are

— DAVID OGILVY

units to advertising. Under him,
JWT was the unquestioned
leader in the South. JWT South
contributed over 50 per cent of
the company'’s profits between
1960 and 72 and, in some years,
even 60 per cent.

By this time he was also a di-
rector of JWT and a core mem-
ber of the national management
team. His contribution during
this period, especially dealing
with the Government of India
on tax on advertising and the
role of foreign advertising agen-
cies was invaluable to the entire
industry. In 1972 came the
turning point in his career.
When JWT bypassed him for
the job of CEO and brought in
an outsider, who was not an ad-
vertising professional, he de-
cided to put in his papers and
launch out on his own. He was
50.

This decision really required
courage and confidence. He
was daring to start an advertis-
ing agency based in the South.
He wasn't exactly young. His

o Susheela Ravindranath
(Associate Editor, New Sunday Express)

remembers R.K. Swamy

made of. Coming from an im-
poverished family from Tamil
Nadu which moved to Mumbai
to seek better prospects, Swamy
joined ].Walter Thompson in
Bombay when he was 18
(1940). Although it was no bet-
ter than a clerical job, his talent
came through. He was sent to
Calcutta to work in the Re-
search and Media Department.
Recognition came from
Calcutta when he did a major
report on tobacco and the to-
bacco market in India. This
made JWT bring him back to
Bombay. He was also given cli-
ent servicing responsibilities.
On a trip to Madras, he realised
that there was potential in the
city. He came back to Madras
to start the Agency's Southern
operations. He was only 33.
When Swamy set up an office
in Chennai, it wasatatime when
the Southern region had negli-
gible advertising support sys-
tems. With the kind of energy
you can only associate with
Swamy, he set about developing
the entire infrastructure of type-
setters, blockmakers, printers,
exhibition contractorsand soon
to meet the needs of the adver-
tising industry. Many of them
matured into successful busi-
nesses. He also turned many new
enterprises and manufacturing

children were still to be married
and settled. And he was taking
on multinationals. R.K. Swamy
Advertising was set up in 1973.
The agency grew rapidly and,
within five years, was one of the
top agencies in the country. To
this day it is the only agency
based in the South to have na-
tional ranking. He never
thought small. R.K. Swamy’s
(the agency) started life as a
large one, with a full component
of human resources from the
very beginning. He launched a
full-fledged agency and did not
look for shortcuts.

The same sense of vision
made him set up large offices in
Mumbai, Delhi, Calcutta and
Bangalore. The agency had a
national character from the be-
ginning. There were many who
thought he was being too dar-
ing when he decided to get large
office space in Mumbai. As it
turned out, it was an absolutely
astute decision. The Mumbai
branch has not only grown
spectacularly, but now the
agency has two large office set-
ups in Mumbai.

Swamy, virtually single-
handedly, was responsible for
making many public sector
units look at advertising. He
helped make BHEL, HMT,
ONGC, HPF, MECON,

v~

A

THE OLD...

& THE NEW

Our OLD and the NEW this fortnight are
combined in the picture above and detailed in
the pictures on left. Work has started in
Tiruvanmiyur on restoring both tanks of the Sri
Mariundeeswarar Temple. And one of the first
steps to this end is getting the smaller
Chitrakulam Tank into shape before work
starts on the main tank.

The Temple authorities and the H.R. &
C.E. Department, with the help of the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India and the support of
the local community, have started restoring, the
steps of the Chitrakulam tank - and
R. EASWARRA]J's pictures show an over-
view, which clearly shows the OLD and the
NEW together — one flight of steps, which was
in the same shape as the rest seen in the picture
above, provides a striking contrast after resto-
ration to those on the other three sides. In the
detailed OLD and the NEW on the left, the
OLD is of one flight of steps showing why it
cries for restoration and the NEW is of another
flight of steps that was in this sorry state but
which has been restored to what it should be.

As work progresses through the year, all
concerned with this restoration project hope the
monsoons will be kind and that we'll not only
see water in both tanks but that that happry situ-
ation will continue with the promised commit-
ment of the community to take care of the tank
thereafter being honoured.

ECGC, BEL and others house-
hold names in the country. His
public sector campaigns are still
remembered in the industry.
Not that he didn't handle pri-
vate sector accounts. Many of
the auto component leaders in
the South started looking at ad-
vertising seriously only with
Swamy's prodding. Various
consumer brands like Nestle's
Ricory, Cerelec and Nestum,
ICI-Dulux and Visa credit cards
also got the Swamy touch. He
pioneered the concept of total
communication which took ad-
vertising beyond its conven-
tional boundaries and used
company brochures, annual re-
ports, direct mailers, exhibi-
tions, audiovisuals and so on as
part of image-building exer-
cises.

For someone whom people
sometimes tended to see as a
conservative (more because of
his value systems, 1 suspect),
Swamy was among the first to
recognise that India would
slowly but surely integrate with
the world economy. This made
him seek an alliance with a large
multinational agency which did

not have a presence in India. In
1985, BBDO Worldwide and
R.K. Swamy entered into an
agreement to work together. It
was a non-equity deal, as the
Government did not permit eg-
uity transfer to foreign compa-
nies at that time. Again, Swamy
proved to be a trendsetter and
many other agencies followed
suit. Now the rules of the game
have changed and Government
permits international agencies
to buy equity and invest in In-
dia. Every major international
agency is now in partnership
with a large Indian agency.
Swamy was one of the first to
recognise the potential of televi-
sion when Doordarshan finally
opened its doors for commercial
advertising based on sponsored
programmes. Hansa Vision, an-
other pioneering effort, was
launched by him tosell commer-
cial time in a programme to vari-
ous advertisers as opposed to
only one advertiser taking com-
mercial time in a sponsored
programme. The thinking has
become the norm today. Today,
Hansa Vision is a leading pro-
ducer of television software in

the South. The company has
sold commercial time to virtually
every major advertiser and
agency in the country.

Swamy was an industry
leader in every sense of the
term. He was repeatedly called
upon to step in to deal with in-
dustry-related problems. He was
probably the only person who
has been president or chairman
of all industry bodies relating to
advertising. Like Advertising
Agencies Association of India,
Audit Bureau of Circulation,
Advertising Standards Council
of India and so on. Many
honours were bestowed on him.
He was given the “Lifetime
Achievement In Management
Award” by the All India Man-
agement Association in 2001.
Swamy was actively involved in
the formative years of the Ma-
dras Management Association
in the 1970s. Those who had
worked with him recall his grace
and kindness to younger people.
He was always willing to share
his knowledge and experience
with anyone, no matter how
young.

(Continued on Page 6)
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In crocs
we (rust

I spent a delightful weekend among the crocodiles recently, as part of a
group of Madras Naturalist Society members on an overnight trip to
Crocodile Bank. The Bank, established in 1976 by Romulus and Zai
Whitaker to save India’s three crocodilians — the mugger, the gharial and
the saltwater crocodile — from almost certain extinction, now holds in its
8% acres over 8000 crocodiles of 11 different species and has supplied over
800 of them for restocking and breeding throughout India. It has also suc-
ceeded in creating a unique microclimate on this stretch of the Coromandel |
Coast where open ponds, well over 150 species of trees and plants, and a
wealth of birds and insects have moved into an area of monocultures, casua-

rina trees, and sand dunes.

Our Sunday afternoon ses-
sion was marked by an exuber-
ant and fascinating puppet show
on environmental themes by a
group of children from nearby
villages. Many of them leave
home early with packed lunches
and take the often-infrequent
bus to the Bank, returning only
by dusk. Actingas spokesperson,
11-year-old Vadivelu said, “All
of us love to come here because
we have so much fun. And we
are able to go back and tell our
mothers, fathers and other
people in the village things they
don’t know.” They have been
part of a year-long environmen-
tal awareness programme which

was formally inaugurated in Feb-
ruary 2002.

Says P. Gowrishankar, Edu-
cation Officer, “The Nature
Club activities commenced in

June 2002, with the target

group being rural children
within a 5 km radius and from
20 schools in the area. With an
average 30-40 students attend-
ing the sessions every Sunday,
we have about 140 registered
members. The response has
been very heartening. Sunday
morning activities for the mem-
bers include slide/video film
watching followed by informal,
interactive discussions on dif-
ferent aspects of natural history,
the behaviour of animals, their
role in the eco-system etc. Be-
sides monitoring and reporting
any changes in the different en-
closures of the park, the mem-
bers also guide the tourists and
stop them from teasing the ani-
mals. The afternoon normally
starts in the puppet theatre,
where the children themselves
devise stories based on different
environmental issues, the need
for conservation and so on. Be-
sides camps and workshops for
city schools, we also conduct
teacher-training workshops in
environmental education. A re-
cent mobile exhibition for Sea
Turtle conservation in the fish-
ing villages along the East Coast
Road was a big success. Train-
ing youth from the fishing com-
munity — in a first-of-its-kind
effort — to serve as wardens for
the Sea Turtle Conservation
Network, in collaboration with

another NGO, has also been a
rewarding experience”.
Environmental consultant
R. Bhanumathi, who is coordi-
nating educational activities at
the Bank, says, “Puppetry was
chosen as an innovative, inter-
esting teaching tool for children
to spread the message of the en-
vironment. Setting up a multi-
purpose theatre for this purpose

eral States like Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh and the
Andaman Islands. Restocking
wild habitats has ground to a
halt, with the initial funding by
the FAO running out and the
protected areas reaching a satu-
ration point. Also, fisheries
people and residents of
reverside areas protest that

e by Shobha Menon

was a first step. And the re-
sponse has been tremendously
satisfying. The ongoing pro-
gramme was made possible by a
year's grant from the Ford
Foundation to set up an Eco-
centre that will plan activities
for rural children on environ-
mental themes. Hopefully, we'll
be able to obtain timely, sus-
tained and adequate funding to
ensure that the programme can
continue and convert the inter-
est generated into positive so-
cial change.”

In the central nursery, at
Crocodile Bank, upto 2,500
crocodiles are kept for their first
six months in small pens/ponds
with a stocking density of about
50 per pen. Every day, local fish-
ermen supply about 300 pounds
of tilapia fish to the Bank. The
nursery is completely covered
with mesh to keep out crows,
egrets and kingfishers. The
yearlings are transferred to large
brick or granite walled enclo-
sures to maximise space
utilisation. Some of the new
larger pens house as many as
2000 crocodiles. Adult croco-
diles mainly eat beef waste sup-
plied by a big meat packing
company.

Says Harry Andrews, Direc-
tor, the Madras Crocodile Bank
Trust, “The Bank doesn’t quite
know what to do with a produc-
tion of 2000 crocodilian eggs
each season. Efforts to convince
the Government that tribals
and people living around pro-
tected areas (like sanctuaries
and National Parks) should be
allowed to start crocodile farms
using surplus animals from the
Bank have so far failed, in spite
of the recommendation of sev-

crocodilians are dangerous and
compete for fish. Seemingly the
only option left — since 1992
—has been to separate the
males and the females or de-
stroy any eggs laid, in a rather
unfortunate step backward in
wildlife conservation and man-
agement in India. Our huge sur-
pluses of mugger were to be re-
located through two tourism-re-
lated projects initiated about
four years ago, to be set up in
Goa and Andhra Pradesh. Un-
fortunately, they didn't
materialise”.

On the controversial can of
worms that has been opened by
proposing the commercial farm-

ing of crocodiles for meat and
skins, Andrews feels, “The
sheer increase in human popu-
lation and the extreme pressure
for more and more land make
commercial farming and ranch-
ing definitely the only option to
maintain the dynamics of good
conservation management and
wildlife mangement. This pro-
cess has already been success-
fully implemented in countries
like Australia, America, Papa
New Guinea. And it is obvious
that in countries like India, un-
less there is a practical and eco-
nomic incentive to encourage
wild life animals to survive,
there'll not be many left soon.”

Breeding endangered species
of snakes, lizards and turtles has
been an ongoing programme for
many years now wth the Bank,
which started the first sea turtle
hatchery in India in 1978. A
number of species of fresh water
turtles and tortoises in their col-
lection are primarily for re-
search on biological aspects that
are seldom observed in the wild.
With species’ extinction in
India’s fast vanishing patches of
rainforest equalling or surpass-
ing the rate of wipeout any-
where in the world, the Bank

ature Quest, an activity-

based, nature and conser-
vation awareness programme for
teachers, students and nature
enthusiasts, was recently
launched as a collaborative ef-
fort born of, as wildlife film-
maker Shekar Dattatri said, “the
serendipitous synergy between
TREE (Trust for Environmental
Education, of which he is Man-
aging Trustee), the Madras
Crocodile Bank Trust and Ori-
ent Longman’s.”

The aim of Nature Quest is
to conduct a series of activities
at The Bookpoint auditorium,
Anna Salai, to make up for “a
failed education system that
does not tap our vast resources
of flora and fauna”. A variety of
interactive programmes, inte-
grating wildlife and nature with

Bringing nature to
the city’s children

arts and crafts, music and the-
atre, will be conducted. Talks,
discussions and screening of
slide and video shows will be
organised. Resource persons
will include wildlife film-mak-
ers, researchers, photographers,
artists, musicians and theatre

artistes. A resource centre for
children at The Bookpoint au-
ditorium is also being planned.

Another exciting new initia-
tive is the Friends of the Croc
Bank Club. Members of this
Club will be able to conribute to
the Croc Bank’s conservation
efforts, and will be entitled to
free entry, besides discounts on
camps and programmes con-
ducted at Croc Bank. There will
also be free entry into some ac-
tivities of Nature Quest.

SM.

now concentrates on the
herpetofauna of the moist tropi-
cal forests of southwestern India
and the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands.

Efforts in field herpetology
have been intensified and the
Crocodile Bank is currently
playing a very dynamic role as
a development and research
centre with a major thrust in
public education. Proposed
developments are an underwa-
ter exhibit for adult gharial,
interactive exhibits and guided
tours for school groups,
expansion of research and
public education programmes
for the lesser known Indian
snakes and the eventual acqui-
sition of all the world’s 23
crocodilians.

The MCBT has produced
several books for children on
turtles, lizards, snakes and
crocodiles. Its scientific journal,
Hamadryad (now in its 20th
year of publication), has an
overseas mailing list far exceed-
ing Indian subscriptions. Sev-
eral documentaries and a
children’s feature film, The Boy
and the Crocodile, have been
filmed here, in addition to on-
going education programme for
school children and the visiting
public.

In 1991, the Madras Croco-
dile Bank became India’s Cen-
tre for Herpetology and the
Trust’s mandate was changed to
include the research and con-
servation of herps in general.

The Irula Snake Catchers
Cooperative, established by
Whitaker in 1978, is a tribal
self-help project set up to give
the Irulas a livelihood through
sustained yield use of snake
venom instead of killing the
snakes for their skins. It is also
the only venom-producing cen-
tre in the country and supplies a
large proportion of India’s
venom needs for antivenom se-
rum production and research.
The Irula Tribal Women’s Wel-
fare Society, set up in the late
1980s, has been involved in set-
ting up social forestry schemes
on the vast wastelands in
Chingleput District, besides a
seed bank and medicinal herb
garden.
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(Current Affairs questions are
from the period June 1st to
15th. Questions 11 to 20 per-
tain to Tamil Nadu and
‘Chennai.)

1. Which country’s beauty is this
year's Miss Universe!

2. Which popular tourist-State is
to be the permanent home for the
International Film Festival of In-
dia?

3. Which Sikh ‘crusader’, killed
by security forces in 1984, was re-
cently declared a ‘martyr”?

4. Who are the new French Open
tennis champions’

5. Name the latest technology
service unveiled by Microsoft on

June 8th.

6. What is common to the words
‘Bollywood’, ‘Orcs’, ‘A-List’ and
‘Academy Awards'?

7. Name Hillary Clinton’s mem-
oir which describes her personal
relationship with Bill Clinton af-
ter the Monica Lewinsky affair.

8. Name the Grand Old Man of
Indian advertising from Chennai
and founder of an eponymously-
named agency who passed away
in the city on June 5th.

9. The ‘Spirit’ soared from Cape
Canaveral on June 10th. What is
it

10. Name the Hollywood legend,
an Oscar winner for To Kill a
Mocking Bird and star of classics
like Roman Holiday and Guns of
Navarone, who passed away on
June 12th.

* ok *k

11. Which stretch of the metro's
bypass highway was recently
brought under the toll net?

12. Of the six Collectors who
were given the annual ‘Green
Awards’ this year, four are from
Pudukottai, Ramanathapuram,
Tiruvannamalai and Kanniya-
kumari. Name the other two.

13. On the above theme, how
many Collectorates are there in
the State!

14. Which popular Tamil Nadu
sportsman is to make his movie
debut in AVM’s Priyamana
Thozhi?

15. Name Madras’s earliest news-
paper, launched on October 12,
1785.

16. The Golden Jubilee final of
which prestigious cricket tourney
in the city was played on June

8th?

17. By what epithet was the re-
nowned academician U.V.
Swaminatha lyer known?

18. Name the next Kamal Hassan
film, which has been forced to
change its title, following protests
from the Puthiya Tamizhagam.

19. What is the State’s annual
plan outlay for 2003-04?

20. On which MTC route was the
first ‘low-floor’ bus inaugurated in
the city on June 11th?

(Answers on page 7)

James Bond to speak in Hindi
Tamil & Telugu

hen Hindi/Tamil film

producer A.V. Mohan
heard on the industry grapevine
that the Robert Amritraj/Ashok
Amritraj Entertainment Com-
pany has secured the rights to
distribute old James Bond
movies in India, he decided to
act fast.

Approaching Robert Amrit-
raj (father of tennis players
Anand, Vijay and Ashok) on
Vijayadasami day last year,
Mohan gave him a blank cheque
to buy the exhibition distribu-
tion rights of all the Bond mov-
ies in English as well as the
dubbed versions in India and Sri
Lanka.

“There is a whole generation
which has not seen the old Bond
movies. The plus point of those
movies is that the viewers will
not be able to attribute the
Bond’s magic to animation/
graphics. They are so realistic,”
says Mohan. Not only that, as a
genre, Bond movies are simple,
sexy, uncomplicated, but have
lots of sudden and curious twists

and turns to have viewers on
their seats’ edges.

So, come July 2003, you can
see and hear the famous Bond,
his beautiful heroine and danger-
ous villain talking in Hindi,
Tamil and Telugu in different
dubbed versions of The Spy Who
Loved Me, starring Roger Moore.

According to Mohan,
Goldfinger will be released after
that. In all, Mohan has secured
the rights for 15 Bond movies
and 15 other movies produced
by Metro Goldwyn Mayer
(MGM), USA.

While dubbing of Hollywood
movies in Indian languages is
nothing new, it is not so in Sri
Lanka. “I am taking a calculated
risk in dubbing The Spy Who
Loved Me in Sinhalese. Based on
the success, I will decide the fu-
ture course of action with re-
spect to the Sri Lankan market,”
says Mohan.

Meanwhile, Mchan is busy
concluding sponsorship deals
for promoting the dubbed Bond

movies in India and overseeing

the dubbing activity. “Nowadays
the success of a film is partly
based on the initial promos. But
promos are okay only for the
first three days after the release.
From the fourth day onwards,
the film has to speak for itself,”
ke realistically points out.

According to him, special
care is being taken with the dub-
bing. “Normally foreign films
are dubbed in Indian languages
in three days. But I am taking
eight days so that the dubbing
quality is good.”

Hollywood movies with their
universal appeal are more suited
for dubbing in Indian languages
and for people living in ‘C’ cat-
egory towns they are an attrac-
tive proposition. The success of
dubbed Jurassic Park was the
trendsetter and was followed by
Titanic, The Mummy and Ana-
conda. And for movie-makers
like MGM, Paramount Pictures
and others, dubbing opens up an
entirely new market at dirt
cheap costs.

Today, even TV channels,

like Vijay TV, a Tamil channel,
telecast Tamil-dubbed Jackie
Chan movies.

“Not all Hollywood movies
can be dubbed in Indian lan-
guages and even the producers
don’t like to do that,” feels
Mohan. To substantiate his
view, there is the evidence of a
couple of dubbed Hollywood
films that have bombed, though
they succeeded in their original
version.

Curiously, dubbing of Holly-
wood movies is restricted to only
three Indian languages, viz.
Hindi, Tamil and Telugu. It is
these three languages which
contribute the majority of films
produced in India.

Mohan, a producer of 19
movies (mainly in Hindi), is
now engaged in importing mov-
ies and CDs. He is the Indian
agent for Columbia Tristar. “I
am now also trying to dub some
of the movies produced by Co-
lumbia Tristar,” he says.

Venkatachari

Jagannathan

Restoring Tiruvanmiyur tanks

(Continued from Page 1)

integrates in two or three years
but, by then, monsoon rains
may ensure that the tank does
not run dry. All this may not be
quite as simple as the plans look
on paper. For one, the experi-
ment can begin only when there
is rainfall in Chennai. And, for
arother, the technical team has
to study the percolation and
evaporation rates and estimate
how long water will remain in
the tank when there is rainfall.

“The whole effort started
about twoyears ago asa tank res-
toration scheme. Then, we sim-
ply looked at it as a large open
urban space, of no use to any-
body. Actually, we could walk
around the tank and yet not no-
tice it,” says Krishnan, adding,
“When.we did a detailed study,
we looked at not just built heri=
tage but natural heritage as well,
old drainage patterns, percola-
tion structures etc.”

The Marundeeswarar
Temple dates to the 10-11th
century. Early inscriptions date
the construction to Rajendra
Chola (1011-1043 AD). Seven
inscriptions belonging to the
11th century have been found
on the walls of the goddess’
shrine. The present temple,
built on the ruins of the earlier
one (the Chola period temple
pillars are still visible in the
northeast corner), is in the
Vijayanagar-Nayakar style and
occupies a significant place
among the 32 sacred Saivite
kshetras of Tondainadu.

Meanwhile, work has al-
ready started, with ASI inputs,
on restoring the small Chitra-

kulam tank. “The lessons we
will learn from the small tank
will stand us in good stead when
we work on the main tank,”
feels Krishnan.

Involving the local commu-
nity in the restoration process
has been one of the priorities in
the project. When people
realised that RWH would help
regenerate water and benefit
the community, they began to
provide active support. A film
on the need to restore the tank,
prepared by INTACH, was
shown to students and teachers
in four or five schools and on
the streets in the area. School-
children enthusiastically came
forward to participate in volun-
tary work. Students of Shankara
Vidyashram even formed a

Heritage Club.

This is what prompted
INTACH to look closely at en-
vironmental issues. “Certainly,
we knew that the water flowing
into the tank had to be clean,
which meant that the
neighbourhood had to be kept
clean first,” stresses Krishnan.
So, the Chennai Corporation
and Onyx were persuaded to re-
move garbage once a week and
clean the tank. Now that that
has started, local residents have
volunteered to clean the tank
once a month. One of the worst
things happening at the tank
was people urinating in it. To
prevent this, the Corporation
will soon complete construction
of toilets on temple land.

INTACH's public awareness
drive has really been the cata-
lyst in getting things moving.
“We used to go around the area

in an autorickshaw announcing
a tank-cleaning drive. About
50-60 residents would immedi-
ately volunteer their services.
The Corporation happily
picked up from where we left
off,” recalls Krishnan.

Assured of community sup-
port, INTACH approached
various government depart-
ments and in Shanta Sheela
Nair (now Secretary, Rural De-
velopment) it found someone
who turned out to be the key
person in getting government
support and taking the act for-
ward. INTACH's project might
have well remained in its record
books had it not received the
support also of S. Bharati and R.
Kuppuswamy from the temple,
M. Bhupal (Chennai Corpora-
tion), D. Madhavamoorthy
(Chennai Water Supply and
Sewage Board), M. Gunasekhar
(Highways Department) and V.
Srinivasan, a local resident.

There are about 40 temple
tanks in Chennai. As a collec-
tive water resource, it adds up

to quite a lot. Success at Tiru-
vanmiyur could well lead
INTACH and the government
agencies to look beyond the
Marundeeswarar Temple tank.
But a lot will depend on sus-
tained government support and
people’s participation here.
Only then will there be an ex-
ample to replicate the exercise
elsewhere.

Traditionally, water over-
flowed from irrigation tanks to
village and temple tanks. “Re-
covering irrigation tanks is also
feasible. That is the level to
which INTACH can take this
experiment forward,” Krishnan
says optimistically. INTACH
may have set its sights high, but
it is clearly not interested in
stopping with restoring just one
temple tank. It seems to have
made the right start througb in-
volving the community, work-
ing bottom-up and getting gov-
ernment departments not only
to team with themselves but
with the community as well.

Sashi Nair

R.K. SWAMY REMEMBERED

(Continued from Page 4)

When I first met him (when
he was still actively involved in
the day-to-day running of the
business) to do a story for the
magazine [ was then working
for, several things he told me
remain fixed in my memory. He
explained to me why the name
Hansa accompanies all his ven-
tures. Hansa, the legendary
swan, could separate milk from
water when they were mixed.

Likewise, he believed that his
organisations should separate
substance from nonsense. He
asked me what my favourite ad-
vertisement at that moment
was, and [ was raving about the
hoarding of a paint company.
He smiled at me and said, “Do
you realise that good advertis-
ing shouldn't just look pretty,
but should also sell products”.
Needless to say that company
slowly went down the drain and
was recently closed down.
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The second in an occasional series on Tamil writers

Stirring emotions
with sbort stories

ate afternoon in Poona circa

late 1947. The dialogue-
writer of Thyagaraja Bhaga-
vathar's much-awaited come-
back movie Raja Mukthi (1948)
walked into a restaurant for his
‘tiffin’ and sat at a table where
already seated was a bright-
eyed, Marathi with his bag dis-
playing a name tag that showed
he was a journalist. Birds of the
same feather, the two ex-
changed introductions and,
thereafter, met almost daily in
the restaurant. The Tamil
writer found his Marathi friend
intelligent, articulate and
knowledgeable, with a clear vi-
sion of the Independent India
he wanted and of journalists
and writing in that India.

The Tamil writer, forced to
return to Madras, due to ill-
health, was not long afterwards
shocked to hear on the evening
of January 30, 1948 that his
‘tiffin-time’ friend had plunged
India and the rest of the world
into an ocean of grief. Yes, the
Marathi  journalist was
Nathuram Vinayak Godse, the
assassin of Mahatma Gandhi!
And the Tamil writer was one
of the founding fathers of the
Tamil short story form,
Puthumaipitthan!

Even though the revolution-
ary and intellectual Vu. Ve. Su.
lyer is credited with being the
‘inventor’ of the Tamil short
story, the form really took off
only after the advent of

set new trends in them, with his
choice of subjects, characters,
and challenges to the establish-
ment order. He even wrote tales
re-appraising mythological he-
roes and gods like Lord Rama.
He was also one of the first in
the Tamil literary scene to ex-
periment with stream of con-
sciousness narration.

He wrote about men and
women who were then unfortu-
nate of society and whom it
frowned on. Prostitutes hanging
around dimly lit street corners
waiting for customers to ensure
them a meal that night... A poor
married woman with no option
but to sell herself to a stranger
to buy the medicine, her bedrid-
den husband needed urgently...
A middle-class man in dire need
parts with the rupee he had bor-
rowed from a friend, because

I o by Randor Guy

Puthumaipitthan. His passion
for the short story was so deep
and abiding that he never seri-
ously attempted to write a
novel. He wrote a hundred
short stories during his short
span of life, a mere 42 years, and

Answers
to Quiz

1. Miss Dominican Republic,
Amelia Vega; 2. Goa; 3. Jarnail
Singh Bindranwale; 4. Juan Carlos
Ferrero (men) and Justine Henin-
Hardenne (women); 5. The
‘Smart Watch’, which can deliver
instant messages, news etc; 6.
They have all been included in
the Oxford English Dictionary; 7.

Living History; 8. R.K. Swamy; 9.
It’s the first of the two Mars rov-
ers; 10. Gregory Peck.

* * *

11. The 19 km Maduravoyal-
Tambaram-Chennai bypass; 12.
Salem and Vellore; 13. 29; 14. K.
Srikkanth; 15. Madras Courier; 16.
The Hindu Trophy; 17. ‘Tamizh
Thatha'; 18. Sandiyar; 19. Rs.
7000 crore; 20. A 18 (cross)
between Tambaram and Broad-
way.
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another friend sought a loan to
keep his ‘prestige in society'!
During the 1930s few writers
told such tales and, not surpris-
ingly, Puthumaipitthan at-
tracted wide attention. Besides,
his Tamil prose and style were
taut, pithy and made strong
comment on the state of society
and even the gods, once being
critical of Lord Rama for not
pardoning his wife Seetha and
banishing her in the forest.

Puthumaipitthan's stories
found a ready medium in an in-
novative, trail-blazing Tamil
magazine Manikodi whose bril-
liant band of short story writers
came to be known as the
Manikodi School. And he was
the star among them. He was
also the first Tamil writer to
write a new literary form, the
screenplay. Bhaktha Kuchela —
1936 Model was an experimen-
tal effort which took many by
surprise. In his characteristic
way, Puthumaipitthan took a

.new look at the folk myth of

Lord Krishna’s classmate.

Chokalingam Virudha-
chalam (that was Puthumai-
pitthan’s name!) was born on
April 29, 1906 in Thrupathiri-
puliyur. He was from a family of
government servants, his father
a thasildar. He lost his mother
when he was only eight and
when his father married again,
the sensitive boy underwent a
severe traumatic experience. As
his father’s work involved fre-
quent transfers, his education at

school level was constantly dis-

July 13: Nee Engey: A Shadow
Puppet Theatre Festival. To-
day, there are only a few puppe-
teers still practising this art
form. Stories and life styles have
chaniged. R.V. Ramani’s film
Nee Engey is about these
shadow puppeteers, living in
Southern India. With the help
of the South Zone Cultural
Centre and Alliance Francaise
of Madras, R.V. Ramani is
organising a festival of Shadow
Puppet Theatre with artistes
coming from different parts of
Tamil Nadu and also from
Karnataka and Kolkata. (At
Alliance Francaise.)

July 19: The next in the Travel-
ogue series, in which every
month you meet a remarkable
personality. This month, to cel-
cbrate the French Revolution,
it's a Madrasi Frenchman,Jean-
Francois Lesage, who has re-
vived an extraordinary but dy-

in the

ing art — embroidery -
heart of the city. (At Alliance
Francaise, 7 p.m.)

July 22-31: Prahalada Charithiram
presented by Koothu-p-pattarai
and directed by Gil Alon, a the-
atre personality and Zen Mas-
ter from Israel.

The story Prahalada Chari-
thiram is the conflict between a
tyrannous father and a defiant
son, a popular theme with gen-
erations of Indians. The play is
written by N. Muthuswamy and
presents the story of Prahalada
in a way never seen before. (At
Alliance Francaise.)

Till July 14: An exhibition of the
work of M. Siva, a 26-year-old
artist, who graduated from the
Chennai Government College
of Arts and Crafts and who has
participated in several joint
exhibitions. The exhibition is
his first solo. (At Alliance Fran-
caise.)

turbed. But he too did not show
much interest in school and its
rigid syllabus-regimented study.
However he loved reading and
read voraciously, mainly Tamil
detective fiction by Vaduvoor
Duraiswamy Ayyangar and
Arani Kuppuswami Mudaliar.
Later, in college in Tirunelveli,
he began reading Western lit-
erature and was attracted by
writers like Maupassant,

~Anatole France, Leo Tolstoy,

Chekov and Maugham. Besides
reading, he loved to hang out
with like-minded friends dis-
cussing literature and the new
art form, the film. He revealed a
flair for writing, which was pos-
sibly in his genes, for his father
wrote, rather surprisingly for a
minor government revenue of-
ficial, a classic treatise, Indo-Eu-
ropean Races.

When Manikodi was started
in 1933, by ‘Stalin’ (because of
his moustache!) K.Srinivasan,
Puthumaipitthan began to write
short stories in it. The enor-
mous interest they created al-
most from the beginning, made
him decide to move to Madras
leaving his wife in her parental

home. But in spite of his fast-

growing reputation, he had to
struggle in the city to make ends
meet. In spite of its image and
fame, Manikodi too found every
issue a struggle and so it could
not afford to pay its contribu-
tors. In those days, Tamil maga-
zines, with the exception of
Ananda Vikatan, did not pay
their contributors. As he could
not live on writing, he took up
work in the editorial depart-

ment of Dinamani and, then,
Oozhiyan (in Karaikudi).

When writers of the
‘Manikodi School’, like B.S.

Ramaiah and Elangovan,
moved into Tamil cinema,
Puthumaipitthan followed suit.
Thanks to good friends like
Ki.Ra. and Murugadasa, he
joined Gemini Studio to work
on the script of Avvaiyar.
Though he contributed inter-
esting material, it was not used
in the film. Meanwhile he got
the opportunity to write dia-
logue for a forgotten film,

Kamavalli (1948).

Ill-advised by friends, he
took a leap in the dark and pro-
moted a film company for which
he neither had the money nor
experience of the business. The
project never took off, and
landed him in debts. Then came
the opportunity to work on
Thyagaraja Bhagavathar’s Raja
Mukthi.

The constant struggle to
keep the wolf from the doors,
staying away from his wife and
child due to economic reasons,
the stress and strain of the inse-
cure life of a writer, all de-
stroyed his- health and he fell
victim to tuberculosis. He
passed away in Trivandrum in

1948.

Puthumaipithan in death
became a cult figure and role
model for aspiring writers. His
short stories, articles, poems,
literary criticism and other
writings earned him immortal-
ity as a pillar of modern Tamil
literature. Some of his short
stories are among the best ever
written in Indian languages. It
is indeed sad to reflect that
though stray attempts have
been made to translate his sto-
ries, no serious effort has been
made to render his body of
work into English for the ben-
efit of a wider world.




MADRAS MUSINGS

July 1-15, 2003

Memories of
Madras losing

t is pleasing to find the Ranji

Trophy is back where it
should be, in Bombay (or
Mumbai if you prefer it that
way). But I feel sadly let down
by Tamil Nadu. For I learnt my
cricket in Madras, now
Chennai, and I also watched all
my early games at Chepauk. But
I prefer to be recognised as a
Mumbaikar, all the same.

The first Ranji final [ saw was
at Chepauk on March 7, 1941
and it ran for just three days
while the Battle of Britain was
at its height. The magic voice of
Bobby Talyarkhan, I would
imagine, cleared the way from
Loyola College to the iron gates
of the MCC ground, past the
mounted police who kept order
among the tumultuous multi-
tude. b

Bobby was surrounded by an
admiring crowd, which kept
asking him “Madras jayikka
mudiuma” (Can Madras win)!
“No,” was the answer and it was
substantiated by Sarwate and
Hazare as they pulled the game
round for Maharashtra against
the bowling of Rangachari.

Tamil Nadu had a rich crop
of bowlers. In addition to
Rangachari, they had Gopalan
and Ram Singh who could be-
gin with the new ball before he
turned to left-arm spin. And
they also had three leg spin
bowlers, in N.J. Venkatesan, G.

Parthasarathy and B.S. Krishna

Rao. But they could not shake
the might of Maharashtra who
ran amok as if they were part of
Shivaji's army, levying ‘chouth’
wherever they went. They were

led by an elderly scholar, Dr. -

D.B. Deodhar, who wore drain-
pipe trousers, held in place by a
necktie round the waist.

What could one do against a
side, which had earlier beaten
Bombay by 25 runs in the first
innings. Bombay got to 650
when Havewalla chanced his
arm but forgot that Deodhar
was waiting for the lofted
stroke. Earlier, Maharashtra
had made 518 against Gujarat
and 798 against Northern India.

In His Sort of Cricket Person,
E.W. Swanton writes of
Deodhar being surrounded by
an admiring crowd at the Pune

railway station. Deodhar must
have been on his way to Madras
for the Ranji final, while
Swanton went on to his tryst
with building the Burma Road
for the Japanese as a prisoner-
of-war. _

And so at Chepauk, it
seemed that Madas did reason-
ably well to have got rid of
Maharashtra’s hordes for 284
runs. And in the second in-
nings, though Madras ran up a
score of 384, it was not good
enough to rattle stroke players
like Ranga Sohoni and
Deodhar.

Indeed, when I look back at
Madras's record, I am reminded
of the disgruntled Queens-
lander who felt that winning a
lottery ticket did not ensure a
prize, for the Queenslander, if
he won it, would have mis-
placed the ticket. This was how
I felt when Madras rescinded
from the strong positions they
held in the Ranji final of 1967
at Brabourne Stadium. and in
1973 at Chepauk. (Courtesy:

Straight Bat.)
K.N. Prabhu

Nostalgia |

" A record still

| Excelsiors in the 1946-47 League season. His record for any division

| B'run by V. Pattabhiraman. A mere draw would be enough to take

| Maharashtra State players from Poona who were in Madras on a

. Krishnamurthy who played for Egmore Excelsiors, established
a record with six centuries in a row when he played for

of the TNCA remains unbroken.
The sixth century, particularly, was made in a key match. The
match was against rival Egmore club, the Egmore Recreation Club

ERC (B) into the division.
The indefatigable and determined ‘Pattu’ brought in four

temporary transfer to the Avadi Air Force unit, and two players
from Madurai — Timms, an Anglo-Indian hockey player and a
dangerous hitter, and V.P. Raghavan. The Poona players were
accustomed to play on turf and the contest was to be played on
Marina turf. The wily captain and strategist of Excelsiors, S.R.
Jagannathan, persuaded K.S. Ranga Rao to change the old venue to
Pachaiappa’s College matting wicket. Two test umpires, T.A.
Ramachandran and S.V. Kumaraswamy, officiated as umpires.

N. Krishnamurthy rose to the occasion and hit his sixth
consecutive century, enabling Excelsiors to declare at 176 for 5.
ERC ‘B’ were skittled out for a paltry 63 runs, succumbing to the
medium pace of J.C. Mohan and the spin of SR].

Krishnamurthy, it may be remembered, played for Combined
Universities, Districts XI and was captain of the Annamalai
University team.

Another incident, not at all pleasant, comes to mind. In an ear-
lier match during the same 1946-47 season, nine Excelsiors bats-
men were given leg before wickets and the 10th was declared run
out in a match against the Bheemanpet Recreation Club played at
the P.S. High School. Excelsiors’ protest was rejected with a senior
journalist exercising his influence in the decision-making. What a
perverse and pernicious verdict! Nine batsmen being declared lbw
is certainly another record for the TNCA - but an ugly one. —

{Courtesy: Straight Bat)
R. Ramachandran

ATTACKS ON ACTIVISTS

(Continued from Page 1)

— A co-ordination committee
to be formed at the State,
District and local levels in
order to function in the
above manner.

— Citizens' Centres to be set up
in various localities to func-
tion as information centres,
discussion/study centres, dis-
course centres, guidance
centres, monitoring centres,
action centres and testing
centres. The centres to func-
tion in such a manner as to
make people feel that if they

approach them, they will get

a possible solution to their
problems.

— Ensuring Electoral Rolls, on
which basis elections are
held in a democracy, are
without any deficiencies or
irregularities, by obtaining
the Electoral Roll relating to
particular areas from the of-
ficials concerned and re-
questing the removal of de-
fects in the Rolls. This in-
cludes enrolling those who
have not been listed already,
and removing names which
ought to be removed.

— Voluntary organisations to -

offer good and honest can-
didates for local body elec-
tions and work jointly for
their success.

— Essential public services, like
primary education, primary
health, drinking water sup-
ply, public distribution,
roads, electricity etc. to be
monitored by the centres to
ensure that these facilities
are readily and easily avail-
able to the people and that
the agencies concerned
function according to the
rules and regulations of the
Government.

— The Public Distribution Sys-
tem is at present not func-
tioning as it should and es-
sential commodities worth
crores of rupees are being di-
verted from PDS to the open
market. Voluntary organisa-
tions should jointly verify the
accuracy of the Register of
Cardholders in respect of the
PDS outlet in their locality.
In the last two activities, stu-

dents, particularly of the Higher

Secondary classes and colleges,

to be involved so that they will

get a direct exposure of the ir-
regularities in the existing
scheme of things. It will also be
an inducement for them to take

an active interest in public is-
sues and, thus, eventually lead
to the formation of a strong stu-
dents/youth wing of the Net-
work.

It was decided that the ac-
tion plan will be implemented
first in the Muncipal Corpora-
tions areas of Chennai, Madu-
rai, Trichy, Coimbatore, Salem,
Tirunelveli and other Munici-
pal towns. Replications in other
areas will be taken up later.

Catalyst Trust may be con-
tacted at 4/386, Singara Illam,
Ram Garden Road, Anna Salai,
Palavakkam, Chennai 600 041.
Phone: 24512586, 24512587.
Email: catalyst-trust@eth.net
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