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Santa, you're my last hope... Can you
please arrange for water from the North
Pole for Chennai?

Season of
(dis)content

December in thecity feels like a

stretched rubber band being
twanged by restless hands.
There is that same hum, the
same sense of tautness, like
something’s going to give any
moment.

The cultural season and the re-
sulting frenetic herd movement
of aficionados encourage anti-
crowd citizens to just stay home
or avoid certain areas. Some
artistes are stressed, aware that
the mere courting of success is
no guarantee of its generous ac-
ceptance. Audiences are notori-
ously fickle, while new stars,
batteries on the ready, wait at
the wings for your lights to dim.

Holidays arrive, and families con-
template those jolly little so-
journs that usually end with fa-
thers thumping tables, threaten-
ing, “This is so expensive, you
will have a good time, even if
you choke on it,” while mothers
long for dull routine. Children
point out that if only parents
had listened and just got them
set-boxes like they had asked,
none of this would have hap-
pened.

“Lovely weather” ...Chennai-ites
rarely get to use those words.
But the more aware reflect that
the rains haven’t come, and that
mosquitoes are really making
their presence felt.

And, of course, New Year, and all
the surrounding hoopla. Every
year, a certain section of the
populace searches for that one
magical evening that will remain
forever etched into their memo-
ries - only to later tell them-
selves, “Oh, well, maybe next
year.”

Jecember — Chennai style.

Ranjitha Ashok

‘building

nd so the walls of the first Madras Club come tumbling down

— taking their toll in the process. Tragic as that toll has been
— and this journal’s sympathies are extended to all those
concerned — tragic too is the decision to demolish what is a
heritage building by any standard, despite all the pleas that have
been made to save it and put it to meaningful use. -

The one factor that sealed the fate of the building is that there

are neither Heritage Regulations nor Heritage Acts in place, with
Listed Buildings a part of them, despite Tamil Nadu being the first
State in the country to call for such legislation which is becoming
commonplace in many other parts of the country. With no legally-
backed listing, the odds inevitably will tilt in favour of existing
practice. And existing practice, in this State at least, has not
favoured saving potential heritage buildings if their owners are bent
on their destruction.

Nevertheless, the question does arise whether in cases like this
the letter of the law is the only thing that matters. Surely arguments
offered in support of such buildings need to be addressed by all
concerned and justification offered for why the arguments are not
considered merit-worthy? Summary dismissal of the arguments in
favour of conserving heritage can only lead to much more heritage
being threatened. And lead us back to those times when a nation’s
heritage was wiped out over and over again.

The original home of the Madras Club, from its founding in

1832, may not have been a very significant building historically.

But architecturally it was one of the finest examples of the Classical
style in the city. And it offered so many opportunities for adaptative
re-use. That little attention has been paid to its potential and that
it is in the process of being pulled down is tragic. But it will be even
more tragic if what has happened in this instance becomes a
precedent for similar consequences arising out of cold commercial
calculations.

equiem for heritage '

Our OLD (above} is the eastern block and the main, central block of the
handsome Palladian building the Madras Club developed during the mid- 18005
by extending the core bungalow it had bought in 1832 when the Club was
formed. This glimpse is from a painting done in the late 19th Century. It was to
save this building worthy of being on any Heritage List that the Indian National
Trust for At and Cultural Heritage — Tamil Nadu Chapter had sought court
intervention some months ago. Our NEW is of the destruction of the building's
eastem block that took place within a week of the High Court vacating the stay
in a pithy judgement a month ago. (The NEW courtesy: REFLECTIONS.)

Nilgiri biosphere under threat

he fragile ecosystem of
Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve
and its peripheries is in dire
need of protection. This is
mainly because of the severe

This has resulted in the acute
water shortage in the upper
reaches. Places like Manjoor

(By M. Kumaravelu)

this is happening as a result of
the desertification process tak-
ing place in the Attappady area,
an integral part of the Nilgiri
Biosphere Reserve, which falls
within the boundaries of Kerala.

past two decades faced deficit
rainfall and drastic changes in
the rainfall pattern.

It is strongly believed that

and Kundal valley have for the
scarcity of water and the failure = —
of cash crops, partly due to eco-
nomic causes and partly due to
sudden climatic changes.

- Exploitation of natural re-
sources from the Nilgiri hill
tract has intensified greatly
since the Europeans explored
the region. Increased cultiva-
tion of cash crops, uncontrolled
grazing and felling of forest
trees, and unplanned tourism
have intensified the environ-
mental issues. Vast stretches of
grasslands and evergreen sholas
were cleared for coffee and tea.

Res

It is on the eastern slope of the
hills and is officially designated
as a restoration zone. The
Bhavani River, a major tribu-
tary of Cauvery, flows along the
entire Attappady plateau while
the River Siruvani flows from
south-southwest to north-
northeast and joins Bhavani af-
ter passing through Attappady.
The rainfall in this area ranges
between 300mm and 700mm.
Till 1950, Attappady was cov-
ered with unbroken forest

(Continued on page 7)
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Must even the ‘heart’ go?

he Law has spoken. And

in the absence of any heri-
tage enactments, owners of
properties — even if such build-
ings would be on any Heritage
List compiled — can do what
they please with what is theirs.

The Man From Madras
Musings is not all that con-
vinced that the Law needs to
be interpreted so straight-
lacedly in many cases. And
evidence of the human face of
the interpretation of law was
demonstrated only recently in
our courts, when a judge would
not let a marriage break down
so easily. He could have heard
the complainant wife’s charges
of harassment by her in-laws
and of desertion by her hus-
band and could have taken
punitive action if he had found
them guilty. But he thought
bringing the couple together,
ensuring that they gave their
new marriage a chance and ad-
vising the in-laws to behave in
a manner more suited to that
of the high office the male half
held, was more important than
giving a clear-cut decision on
the complaint. And he took
several days to do all this, dem-
onstrating a rare streak of the
human touch that’s seldom
seen in our courts.

In the case MMM started
this item with, urging the
owner to think again about
pulling down what the experts
think is a heritage property and
to preserve it despite the ab-
sence of a compelling law is
something that the court could
well have done instead of be-
ing magisterially correct. A
little bit of persuasion might
have gone a long way in the
cause of heritage preservation
in this State. But in the ab-
sence of such magisterial ad-
vice, the owners in as quick a
time as possible started work
on pulling down what was the
first home of the Madras Club,
a building developed in stages
around a circa 1800 garden
house and extended as a splen-
did example of the Palladian
style before the dawn of the
20th Century.

As these lines are written,
only the east block, the quar-
ters for resident club members,
has had its first floor demol-
ished and a start made on de-
molishing the ground floor.
Even at this late stage, won't
the owners listen to MMM’s
appeal — be it a voice in the
wilderness — and save at least
the main block and its west
extension. And if they or the
new owners of the property in
Express Estate do not want to
restore it and integrate it with
whatever highrise they are
planning here, couldn’t they
think of surrendering it to the
Government to create in it a
Sports Museum & Library?
After all, many a major
Chennai sport had its begin-
nings in these two blocks,
when the first sports clubs in
the city were formed at meet-
ings here. Would that the De-
partment of Sport, the Sports
Authority of the State and the

major sports clubs joined MMM
in the appeal.

Heritage ignored

ne of the handsomest

heritage campuses any-
where in India is Chennai’s
High Court-Law College cam-
pus. The main buildings of both
have long been crying for resto-
ration and it’s time M’Lords
appointed a Heritage Advisory
Committee — like the Univer-
sity has done for Senate House
— to advise on how best classi-
cal restoration could be carried
out and to monitor the work
thereafter.

Meanwhile, MMM notes
with concern several new build-
ing coming up in the campus,
old structures vanishing and two
lotus ponds filled in. None of
this should really have taken
place in a heritage precinct
without the inputs of a Heri-
tage Advisory Committee. But
lacking a Heritage Act, or even
Heritage Regulations, no one
has felt the need to appoint, or
seek inputs from, a Heritage
Advisory Committee. Which is
a tragedy, because it could mean
the complete loss of ambience
of a historic campus in no time.

With M’Lords the guardians
of our laws codified or by cus-
tom and convention, it behoves
them to pay greater heed to
matters of heritage, particularly
where it pertains to their own
campus. It is still not too late,

M’Lords.

SHORT
’N’
SNAPPY

Being a sport?

he more The Man From
Madras Musings hears
about corporate involvement in
sport, the more MMM is con-
cerned about whether the com-
mitment is from genuine sports-
lovers or from a patron want-
ing to be in the public eye.
There are, undoubtedly, several
clubs, associations and sports-
persons who have benefited
immensely from corporates who
are genuine sportslovers and,
while letting the sportspersons
and their clubs and associations
take the limelight, are quite
content being so much in the
shadows that they are virtually
unknown. On the other hand,
there are those corporates who
provide support to sports-
persons, clubs and associations
who think they virtually OWN
what they have helped sponsor
and expect individuals and
groups to do their every bidding.
And if they don’t receive such
obedience, they can be quite
ruthlessly difficult about it all.
Which makes MMM wonder
how many in the corporate sec-
tor are genuine sportslovers and
are prepared to back their love
for sport with the kind of spon-
sorship Indian sport - except
Cricket, which has an overdose
of it, thanks to its small screen

atmosphere — needs? MMM
raises the question in the light
of what members of such
organisations like CII and
FICCI have done to keep the
promises they made to Govern-
ment - not to mention the pub-
lic — on helping with develop-
ment of all sports in India.

When a National Sports De-
velopment Fund was set up a
year or so ago, to build sports
academies in the States through
the joint venture route, the
Governing Council that was
constituted included CII and
FICCI representation. Around
Rs. 35 crore collection was bud-
geted at the time and the Cen-
tre was to contribute 24% (al-
ready allocated in this year’s
Budget), the States were to con-
tribute 25% and the private
sector — which would run the
institutions — was to contribute
the remaining 51%. As of the
end of November, except for the
Rs. 9 crore that the Centre is
holding till there is a response
from the other participants,
NOT a sound has been heard
from the private sector. Yet
when the proposal was first an-
nounced, the private sector par-
ticipants were only too eager to
grab the headlines and wear
their love for India sport on
their sleeves.

No wonder that, with this
lack of support, Indian sport is
in the doldrums. The wonder is
that despite this lack of national
support, particularly by the pri-
vate sector, individual sports-
persons and teams in less-sup-
ported sports have brought the
country honour this past year,
something ever-so-heavily
backed cricket has not done. As
a headline suggested the other
day, isn’t it time that India Inc.
walked their talk on sports in-
frastructure, training schemes
and support for raw talent from
among the less privileged in the
country?

A free lunch

he Man From Madras
Musings is not the greatest
appreciator of the restoration ef-
forts that have been going on at
the Madras Museum, but MMM
would be the first to acknowl-
edge that an effort, be it the
usual, Government-driven one
of Government knowing best,
has been made and has resulted
in great improvement in differ-
ent parts of the Museum.
MMM might not agree with
the way the boundary walls have
been raised, but certainly the
way the lawns have been nur-
tured and the gardenspace and
roadways kept clean with regu-
lar cleaning efforts has certainly
made the campus a much more
inviting place to visit. MMM
might agree with a recent group
of visitors on a Metropolitan
Museum of New York-organised
tour that encasing in glass the
bronzes, particularly the centre-

piece Nataraja (which has been -

placed in a cinema setting and,
worse, in a position that pre-
vents anyone from getting a
360-degree view of it), but the

A big

‘Thank You’

to 42 of you...

We publish below the list of donors who have, between 9.11.03 and
14.12.03, added to the support Madras Musings has already received.
We thank all of them for their support for the causes Madras Musings

espouses.

A word to all donors. Madras Musings remains a FREE issue.
Your generous contributions are NOT subscriptions to the journal but
a commitment of your support to the causes Chennai Heritage and its
publication, Madras Musings, espouse.

— CHENNAI HERITAGE

Rs. 100: Chitale, S.L.; Venkatesan, R; Rajamani, V.K.; Arunachalam, V.E.; Murthy, P.AK.;
Sundaram, K.; Sankaran, K.; Narayanan, (Wg.Cdr.), K.P.A.; Rajagopal, R., Arunachalam,
V.E.; Balasubramniam, R.; Subramanian, P.S.; Arunachalam, S.; Anand, B.; Murugesan,
M.; Milton, T.; Rajendra R. Mehta; Sampath Kumar, M; Rajkumar, A.K.; Baliga, K.R.;
Sridhar, R.; Rs. 101: Arogyaswamy, T.; Moses, K.; Veerasamy, R.; Lt.Col.A.Vijaya
Raghavan; T.M.Sundaraman. Rs. 105: Srinivasan, S. Rs. 108: Subramanian, V. Harihara
Rs. 116: Anitha, N. Rs. 125: George Joseph Rs. 200: Nagarathinam, C.V.; Srikanth, S.;
Roy, M.A.; Muthukrishnan, P.R.; Sheshachelam, N.; Vijayaraghavan, K. Rs. 201: Arun
Mani, P.; Akilon, S. Rs. 300: Vinod Samuel. Rs. 500; Vital, N71.A.s, (ReTo.); Srinivasan, G.

Rs. 1200: K.Vedamurthy

... & May there be many more

e As we wish all our readers and our wellwishers a Very Happy and
Prosperous New Year, we are also reminded of the fact that a year
has passed since Chennai Heritage sought the support of readers of
Madras Musings for the causes it espouses. We had at the time sug-
gested that readers contribute at least Rs. 100 ANNUALLY to not
only enable Madras Musings, published by Chennai Heritage, to keep
going but also to enable Chennai Heritage to play a greater role in

creating heritage awareness.

We are glad to announce that not only has your support enabled
Madras Musings to survive, with 12,000 copies being sent out every
week to those who have offered it to support as well as to decision-
makers and old friends of the journal IN CHENNAI, but more sig-
nificantly it has made possible the steps to help create awareness
about what is needed for the restoration of Senate House. Chennai
Heritage has organised two meetings attended by members of the
corporate sector and leading professionals and chaired the discus-
sions on how best Senate House could be helped. Following this up,
Chennai Heritage has organised meetings of core groups to discuss
particular steps for awareness creation that could help in the raising
of funds for the restoration of Senate House.

If in the coming year Chennai Heritage receives repeated support
from those who have in the past year made a contribution, and if
many more supporters join the bandwagon of contribution, not only
can the support extended to Tiruvanmiyur’s temple tanks and Senate
House be enhanced, but new awareness building projects can be un-
dertaken. We look forward to our listed support growing in the next
few months and would like to see many more new names in our
monthly ‘Thank You’ list during 2004.

— The Editor

Madras Musings wishes all its readers

a very and prosperous New year.

entire gallery is a great improve-
ment on what existed a year ago
and does take care of the local
habit of wanting to feel the stat-
ues. The improvements to the
conference hall, the new out-
door ‘stage’, the galleries above
the bronzes taking visitors on a
walk through the past are all
positive features of the com-
memoration of the Museum’s
150th year. And the best work
is to be seen in the restoration
of the Museum Theatre. MMM
might disagree with the green
seating and with airconditioning
the century-old hall, but cer-
tainly the restoration has been
done well, with even the aircon-
ditioning located in architec-
ture-friendly fashion. Now the
need is to preserve this. And it
is time the public contributed
to that effort of preservation.
It is in this context that
MMM views complaints that
rental of the hall has gone up
considerably and that food is
not being allowed inside the
theatre. Without that rental,
maintenance will be difficult on
the pittance that is the
Museum’s budget, and if food
is allowed in, inviting vermin,
maintenance costs can only in-
crease. MMM feels disappointed

that those who on the one hand
call for restoration, heritage
preservation and the mainte-
nance of clean buildings are the
first to complain when they are
charged for just those things.

On the other hand, the
Museum Theatre needs also to
look at how it can make maxi-
mum use of its facilities and
benefit from the income that
would accrue. Bookings being
insisted on a month in advance
is absurd; bookings are what it
wants whenever the theatre is
not being used — and, therefore,
spot bookings should be wel-
comed. At the same time, a
booking must be a definite con-
tract. A Government building
is also a building that belongs
to the public; for Government
to think it can at the drop of a
hat cancel a booking is just an-
other example of Government’s
thinking it is superior to the
people — except at election time.

Other problems appear to be
minor — and MMM is sure they
can be sorted out in a give and
take manner, provided Govern-
ment does not continue to think
that it alone knows all the an-
swers.

— MMM
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Moving the Capital

he serious water crisis looming

large in Chennai and the wors-
ening congestion in the city and the
suburbs have made everyone realise
the need for a long-term solution.

During the last ten years, the
bulk of the infrastructural and in-
dustrial investments {public and
private) has been made in and
around metro Chennai, leading to
rapid growth of population and in-
creasing congestion which is mak-
ing heavy demands on the essential
civic services. More investments
being planned to make Chennai a
mega city, including the recently
announced Rs. 18,000 crore
Chennai Integrated Infrastructural
Development Project to develop
the metro area, will further increase
migration of people to the city from
the districts. According to the 2001
Census, Chennai district had re-
corded the highest rate of growth
of popuIatlon among all the dis-
tricts in the State.

The location of the present
State capital is skewed and the
long-pending proposal to shift the
administrative capital to a-more
central location near Tiruchi needs
to be considered. This will not only
ease the congestion in Chennai,
but will also give fillip to quicker de-
velopment of the interior districts,
dispersal of industrial and develop-
ment activities and reduction of re-
gional disparities in the State.

A debate on the proposal by
leaders of all the political parties,
the State planners and the general
public will be rewarding.

J.W. Thomas
Chennai 600 007

Concert should live

hank God, rasika K. Sivaraman

(MM, December Ist) did not
call the Mad, Mad Music Season
the ‘Mu-sick season’.

For many of us, janata rasikas,
music is like a marriage. If | expect
too much out of it, I will be disap-
pointed. Too little is not a commit-
ment. It is the vast “in-between”
majority that made many sabhas
spring up to play a role during the
seasons.

Besides attracting the likes of
rasika Sivaraman, these sabhas have
to attract the likes of me. In
between a Kalyani or Kambhodi we
need to visit the canteen, greet
friends and drop in at the cassette
shop. We need time to graduate
towards the goal of a true rasika,
and so rasika Sivaraman has to bear
with us.

The artistes are human too!
Their throat, mood, mental make-
up, audience response, all add up.
After all, Sachin Tendulkar does
not score a century every time he is
at the crease.

People have a choice too. Some
of the best, unblemished kutcheris
are on CDs with digital sound and
.__________________________________________________]

PLEASE NOTE

® All letters for The Editor's attention should
be addressed to The Editor, c/o Lokavani
Hall-Mark Press Pwt. Lid., 62/63, Greames

Road, Chennai 600 006.

® All business correspondence should be
addressed to The Director, Chennai Heritage,
260-A, TTK Road, Chennai 600 018.

® Madras Musings does not accept letters
by e-mail.
L]
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can be enjoyed in an undisturbed
atmosphere (home). No canteen.
No rustling silk sarees. After all,
that is also the same Sankaraa-
bharanamoo!

No, rasika Sivaraman. A live
concert should be living. Living
amidst the disturbance that we live
in every day. We close our eyes and
mouth, keep ears and heart open.

Lalitha Dandapani
14, Chandrabagh Avenue
Mylapore, Chennai 600 004

Grammar unnecessary

“Usherlng in the Music
Season” (MM, December

1st) was very thought‘provokmg
To appreciate Carnatic Music,
if you were to learn the grammati-
cal aspects of the music, like the
ragams, the different aspects of the
swaras, and their melakarthas, then
you cannot enjoy the music but will
only be finding fault with every
krithi or aalapana. Just as a language
is spoken or written without focus-
sing on grammar (if a person thinks

of grammar, he can neither speak
nor write), enjoyment of music
should be inborn. To enjoy the mu-
sic, you need not understand its
nuances, which are for the experts.
Our music is divine and, by its
melody and divinity, will naturally
attract rasikas.

The problem is proliferation of
sabhas, too many performances at
various venues on a single day, the
attraction of TV and other forms of
entertainment, besides poor trans-
portation facilities, all contributing
to dwindling audiences. In spite of
all this, the season successfully goes
on as ever.

As to the conduct of the rasikas
inside the hall, the great storyteller,
S.V.V. has quite humorously de-
scribed the scene inside an audito-
rium, in his Ullasa Velai. Some in
the audience keep wrong thalams,
some discuss very personal matters
much to the annoyance of other lis-
teners, some just pick holes in the
performance discussing the gram-
mar of the music. And the ladies
keep thalams to exhibit their knowl-

edge as well as to show off their dia-
mond rings! There seems to be no
change since the time of S.V.V.

Randor Guy's piece on Musiri
evoked old memories but, for the
record, ‘Nagumomu’ is in the raga
abheri and not abogi.

T.M. Sundararaman
No.19, Nallappan Street
Mylapore, Chennai 600 004

Raising funds

rchitecturally, Senate House

must be among the first five
buildings in Chennai. Thousands of
students of the University have re-
ceived their degrees here. By my
own estimate, there must be at least
500,000 former students of the Ma-
dras University who have received
degrees from the University.

Last year, my wife and I saw the
appeal of the Vice-Chancellor to
the alumni to help towards renova-
tion of the Senate House. We sent
our donations. If every former stu-
dent were to donate Rs. 1000 only,
even if this sum was spread over six

months, the needed amount would
be available for the renovation of a
building which the students and
the city should hold in great pride.

What better honour can there
be for former students of this great
University to see to it that this gem
of a building belonging to QUR
University is renovated by our own
contributions? I was reminded of
the appeal Winston Churchill
made at the end of World War II,
to raise a million pounds to restore
war-ravaged Westminster Abbey,
asking a million citizens to contrib-
ute just one pound each. Perhaps
the University should set up a
group of eminent former students
to raise the funds and to see that it
is spent properly.

The future maintenance of the
building after its renovation, should
also be a matter which should be
the concern of this group.

K R.Baliga

2 B, Parkland Apartments

7, Nathan Street

Harrington Road, Chennai 600031
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Chennai targets

Deming quality

t is raining Deming Awards in

India. Well, thats what it
seems. This year’s Deming list is
virtually monopolised by Indian
companies — 5 out of 8. And
two Chennai-based companies —
Rane Brake Linings and Brakes
India (Foundry Division) figure
amongst them. It won't be wrong
to call Chennai the country’s
Deming/quality capital.

The other winners of the pres-
tigious award — the Nobel prize
in the world of manufacturing —
presented by the Union of Japa-
nese Scientists and Engineers

Mahindra (farm equipment/
tractor division), Sona Koya
Steering Systems, and Grasim In-
dustries (Birla Cellousic,
Kharach unic).

Not only winning the medal,
Indian companies have got their
names etched in the record books
as well. For instance, Mahindra’s
tractor unit is the first tractor unit
in the world to win the Deming.
Brakes India’s Foundry Division
is the first foundry to win this
award. Rane Brake Linings be-
came the world’s second brake
lining manufacturer to become a

(Juse) are: Mahindra & Deming company. The first was
THE INDIAN DEMING CLUB -
TVS Aditya Birla

Sundaram Clayton

Thai Acrylic Fibre Company, Thailand
Sundaram Brake Linings Thai Carbon Black Public Company, Thailand

TVS Motors Hi Tech Carbon, India
Brakes India Grasim Industries, India
Rane Group Mahindra Group Sona Group
Rane Brake Linings Mahindra & Mahindra Sona Koya
Steering Systems

also an Indian company — the
TVS Group's Sundaram Brake
Linings, in 2001.

From 1998 onwards, Indian
companies — more specifically
the Chennai-based ones —
started figuring in the Deming
prize list, with Sundaram
Clayton's Brakes Division claim-
ing the honours first. Till last
year, the Indian winners be-
longed to the 27-unit TVS group
— Sundaram Brake Linings
(2001) and TVS Motor Com-
pany (2002)

Apart from the Deming, the
Group units have been winning
other quality medals. In 2002,
Sundaram Clayton’s brakes divi-
sion got the Japan Quality
Medal, also awarded by Juse.
And this year, TVS Srichakra
Tyres has won the total produc-
tive maintenance award — TPM
Excellence Award, First Cat-
egory — from the Japanese Insti-
tute of Plant Maintenance

(JIPM).
(Continued on page 6)

What it takes to be the
No.1 State for business

It was the “perception realiry”
that Vivek Harinarain, Tamil
Nadu'’s IT Secretary, highlighted
when he spoke at the ‘Emerging
Opportunities — Tamil Nadu’
seminar held in Chennai re-
cently. While Chennai, with its
skilled workforce and better in-
frastructure, ranks high in ratings
when it comes to attracting [T-
related investments, it scores low
on perception, he said. Other
speakers echoed Harinarain’s
views when they said that, de-
spite the global competitive edge
Tamil Nadu has, the State is un-
dersold as a destination and that
needs to be corrected. Bangalore,
despite infrastructure bottle-
necks, continues to be perceived
as a more attractive place to do
business, the speakers felt.
Their feelings were reflected
in a recent survey conducted by
Business Today in partnership
with the research agency Gallup.
Amongst ‘The Hottest States for
Business’, Tamil Nadu ranked a
‘factual’ No. 2, next only to
Maharashtra, but it received a
‘verceptual rank’ of No. 6, leav-
ing it at the No. 5 position over-
all. Maharashtra ranks No. 1
overall, followed by Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Gujarat.
For the first time, the agency
added a factual dimension (qual-
ity of infrastructure, labour,

banking etc) to the overall
rankings, as against only the re-
spondents’ perceptions in earlier
such exercises.

The survey also ranks the
states in the view of CEOs and
policymakers. The CEOs rank
Tamil Nadu No. 6 overall, while
the policymakers rank the State
No. 5. Tamil Nadu's highest rank
is No. 3 (by CEOs) for the crite-
ria ‘quality of local administra-
tion'. It goes down to No. 13 (by
CEOs) under the parameter
flexibility of State Government
policies’ and to No. 9 (by policy-
makers) under the same param-
eter as well as under another two,
‘State Government's support for
tax and subsidies’ and ‘Quality of
power’. Even a cursory glance at
the findings leaves no one in
doubt that Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh and even Karnataka are
way ahead.

The survey highlights the fac-
tors that concern CEOs and
policymakers. While power
availability, State Government’s
support, flexibility of policies,
policy implementation, availabil-
ity of raw material and labour,
and quality of power rank high,
in that order, for CEOs, connec-
tivity to international cities,
policy implementation, quality of
local administration, State
Government’s support, flexibility

of policies, quality of power and
educational facilities are what
concern policymakers.

With the country’s best auto
ancillary industry, with Tirupur,
the best-known centre of hosiery
and garment exports, with an
abundance of quality graduates
and with an IT industry that is
making a major mark, what is it
that causes this ‘perception’
problem as far as Tamil Nadu is
concerned? The survey mentions
the state of politics in the State
as being the prime reason. How-
ever, Tamil Nadu deserves much
better than the ‘raw deal’ it seems
to be getting, the survey states,
simply because it has many
things going for it.

The State’s large pool of edu-
cated and relatively disciplined
workforce is an attraction for po-
tential investors. All the major
IT companies in India have op-
erations in the State; in fact,
technology companies such as
Scope, Xansa and iNautix have
their largest operations here,
while for Hewlett-Packard,
Syntel and others, Chennai pro-
vides the best growth prospecis.
The expansion of the interna-
tional airport and development
of the IT corridor has happened,
albeit quietly. Although Tamil

(Continued on Page 6)

NO BRAKING
THIS MOVE
TO EXCELLENCE

IPIS work as usual at the Brakes India (Foundry Division), Deming
rize notwithstanding. It is also taking in its stride a bonus — the
Total Productive Maintenance (TPM) Excellence First Category
award, which its Brakes Division has also earned.

The Brakes India foundry produces about 42,000-ton per annum
of ductile iron and permanent mould castings and earns over Rs.200
crore. It has a growth rate of 14 per cent. Fortyeight per cent of its
revenue is from exports to Europe, USA, Japan and South Africa.

One of the early companies to get ISO certification (1992), Brakes
India soon established a reputation as a reliable supplier with accent
on quality, “but cost competitiveness was always under threat,
especially from the emerging economies,” recalls V.Narasimhan,
Executive Director.

The change for the better came when the foundry became a mem-
ber of the vendor cluster formed by Maruti Udyog with the help of the
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) to learn total quality manage-
ment (TQM) from the quality guru, Professor Y. Tsuda of the Union
of Japanese Scientists and Engineers (Juse). The group of companies
shared their knowledge by leveraging collective learning for greater
individual benefits, states Narasimhan who adds, “The dwlsmn em-
braced TQM in 1998 with the idea initially of improving 1ts *perfor-
mance to survive and prosper in a competitive environment.”

In 1999 the Division also kicked off TPM under the TQM um-
brella. This year, the Division is the first in the country to get the
TQM and the TPM awards in the SAME year.

Soon the quality journey started contributing to the bottom line.
Customer returns came down to a third. “Our concentration on new
product development and application of computer-aided technology
helped us to reduce lead times to almost 25 per cent of the original.”

What next? “We have to improve in the area of energy efficiency
and output to input ratio.”

X ok %

R:ne Brake Linings, which set out on its quest for the Deming
_\award in December 1999, is part of the city-based Rs. 687 crore
Rane group manufacturing auto components like steering and suspen-
sion systems, seat belts, valves, valve guides, tappets etc.

An ISO 9001 and 14001 company with a Rs.120 crore-plus turn-/
over, Rane Brake Linings has a plant each in Chennai, Hyderabad and
Pondicherry manufacturing asbestos and asbestos free brake linings,
clutch facings, disc pads and railway brake blocks. The company has a
technical collaboration with Nisshinbo Industries, Japan.

“We are number one among original equipment manufacturers
(OEM), replacement and the railways market in India,” says S. Sundar
Ram, President of the Company. However, Rane Brake Linings, un-
like its major competitor, Sundaram Brake Linings, is not a major
exporter. The Deming tag will now help it tackle the export markets
anew. '

“With increasing globalisation of the Indian economy, Indian
manufacturérs need to follow world class standards of products and
processes. In this context we felt the need to launch an initiative with
clear milestones, so that the whole organisation could work towards
world-class standards,” Ram says. TQM (total quality management)
and the Deming prize were the targets set for the organisation.

Although in the early days TQM was seen as a tool only to manage
the quality of manufacturing processes, over the years it has expanded
to cover almost every business process. Today, TQM addresses issues
ranging from management of quality at the supplier’s end to the way
the finished products are delivered to the customers.

“It took some time to change the culture and attitude of our
people,” says Ram, “as they thought of the TQM processes as addi-
tional work. But when they realised that the quality process actually
helped them, the participation was excellent.” The participation rate
in the quality control circles zoomed to 66 per cent from 5.42 percent
in 1999 and the number of suggestions went up to 6,763 from 180 in
1999.

In-plant rejections came down to 1.07 per cent from 2.5 per cent.
The customer line rejection which was 15,937 parts per million (ppm)
in 1999, went down to 864 ppm this fiscal. The net sales per employee
increased from 8.87 lakh to Rs.12.76 lakh. The material yield im-
proved by two per cent to 74 per cent. New product sales increased
from Rs. 10.84 crore to Rs. 56.97 crore. Material price index has come
down from 100 to 93.4. Supplier raw materials rejections went down
from 1.88 per cent to 0.70 per cent and the adherences to schedules is
at 98 per cent.

Future goals are:
— achieve net sales per employee in excess of Rs.25 lakh;
— bring down the customer returns to zero and in-plant rejections to

0.3 per cent

— increase export revenue to 15 per cent of the turnover, and
— become a Rs.180 crore company by 2007, with a before tax profit

of 12 per cent on sales. — (Courtesy: www.domainb.com) A

Revitalising a
heritage city...

he Asia Urbs Programme,
Pondicherry (AUPP), to
achieve urban economic and en-
vironmental goals through heri-
tage preservation initiatives, is a
project undertaken by the
Pondicherry Municipality in
partnership with Urbiino, Italy,
Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, and
the European Commission (EC).
In the case of Pondicherry, a
heritage city, two European cit-
ies have come forward to share
their experiences with it: the
Italian city of Urbiino, a
recognised UNESCO World
Heritage City, and the French
city of Villeneuve-sur-Lot which
encourages both traditional and
modern economic activities in

Urban Environment Manage-
ment

— Non-polluting traffic and
transportation

— Historic city signage systems

— Greening urban areas and
waste

The on-going damage to heri-
tage in Pondicherry is due to the
lack of awareness, advice, alter-
natives and mainly financial as-
sistance, as most of the heritage
property owners in the Tamil
quarter belong to medium-to-low
income groups. Therefore the
project implementation strategy
includes:

o Creating better awareness
among stakeholders through

tion to achieve this goal is the
approval and implementation of
the heritage legislation.

Heritage Fund

Following the guidelines set
by the Ministry of Environment
and Forests, about 300 buildings
in the French town and 1,000
buildings in the Tamil town have
been identified as heritage build-
ings. These buildings are re-
garded as valuable models for
understanding the architectural
evolution and should be pre-
served for posterity. Under this
scheme:

e Ten heritage buildings will be
restored.
o To restore each building, a

... PONDICHERRY

Pondicherry is a heritage city with rich cultural diversity — one of the major reasons being the cross-
cultural ‘Indo-French’ influence on the town. The boulevard town of Pondicherry has inherited a signifi-
cant architectural heritage that can be seen from its well-planned grid-patterned layout comprising the two
distinct settlements, French and Tamil. French streets are characterised by mansion-type houses with gar-
den-courtyards behind ornate gateways while the Tamil streets are recognised by their tiled lean-to-veran-
dahs (thalvarams) and ‘thinnais’. A synthesis of these two styles has resulted in a town that has a unique
‘Franco-Tamil’ architectural identity.

Today, Pondicherry is highly urbanised. The increase in urban population density during the last two
decades has led to severe stress on the infrastructure facilities and urban amenities, shortage in housing,
traffic congestion, degraded socio-economic conditions and deterioration of the environment and the quality
of life. Integrating the past with the fast pace of urban growth, against the limitations imposed by the short-
age of land for further growth of the town, poses a serious challenge to planners and policymakers. More-
over, the present generation is much less conscious and appreciative of the unique townscape so well con-
ceived by their predecessors, especially in the Tamil part of the town. As a consequence, there is a rapid loss
of the heritage building stock while the new buildings replacing them are common and standard concrete
structures, which fail to complement the traditional charm of streets.

The Asia Urbs Programme is an initiative of the EC to assist Asian cities in improving the urban environ-
ment in partnership with European cities. The programme requires one Asian city to have at least two
European cities as partners to share their approaches and experiences in dealing with the urban environmen-
tal challenges. A typical project is developed over a period of two years. The overall costs for implementing
the activities of an Asia Urbs project is shared between the participating cities and the EC which contributes
up to 65% of the total project cost, with a maximum grant of about 500,000 Euros (Rs.22.5 million).

the heart of a tourist region.
Learning from the experiences of
these two cities, the project aims
at conserving Pondicherry's heri-
tage not only to enhance the
town’s ambience but also con-
tribute to the local economy by
attracting more national and in-
ternational tourists.

IDENTIFIED AREAS
OF ACTIVITIES

Heritage Preservation

— Model street and facade

— Heritage walks

— Creation of Heritage Fund

— Legislation on heritage
conservation

Grand Bazaar Revitalisation

— Recreation of heritage
character

— Improving civic facilities
Upgrading traffic and trans-
portation

printed documentation and
media tools.

o Advising specific target
groups through participatory
workshops and practical
training.

e Stimulating the major players
by initiating facade and street
restoration, creating ‘Heri-
tage Cell’ and ‘Heritage
Fund’ and introducing envi-
ronment-friendly transport.

o Proposing legislation on heri-
tage preservation.

e Disseminating the outcome
of the project through exhi-
bitions, conferences and
publications.

The specific activities
planned, to achieve the three
main objectives of the project are

Heritage Preservation

There are four specific sub-
activities planned to fulfil this
objective. An important assump-

matching grant - an amount
equal to the amount contrib-
uted by the owner - will be
given, with an upper limit of
5,000 Euros.

e Assistance will be provided
to the building owner in pre-
paring the restoration plan
and making estimates of the
renovation work.

Model Street Restoration

The Tamil quarter of the city
gives a fine impression of collec-
tive culture. Sadly, there are very
few streets left today that still re-
tain the typical traditional
streetscape. Under this scheme:
e Facades of about 20 heritage

houses will be restored on
Calve Supraya Chetty Street
(between Mission and
Gandhi Streets) at a cost of
about 50,000 Euros. Restora-
tion work comprises of re-
pairs and painting of the

A bit of Pmldtchen'y’s heritage.

building facades as well as
improvement of general mu-
nicipal services like electric-
ity and telephone lines,
drainage, sewerage and street
lighting.

o The model street will be
made easilv accessible to visi-
tors and tourists.

Organisation of
Heritage Walk

A guided tour along the inter-
esting street stretches of the
town is recognised worldwide as
an effective way to highlight the
rich heritage of the city to tour-
ists and create better awareness
among the local residents. It has
already been tried out on an ex-
perimental basis in Pondicherry
and the response has been posi-
tive. Under the programme:

e Facades of some listed build-
ings on the designated route
will be restored.

o Guides will be trained and a
target number of heritage
walks will be conducted.

e A herirage walk guidebook
with map will be published in
different languages.

e Anintroductory video on the
vernacular architecture of
Pondicherry will be prepared.

Heritage Survey and
Mapping

A detailed listing and coding
of heritage value buildings has
already been prepared by
INTACH along with EFEO
(Ecole Frangaise d'Extréme Ori-
ent) and IFP (Institut Frangais
de Pondichéry). Now, to assist
the government in establishing
legal and financial packages for
the preservation of heritage
properties in the town, it is
planned to:

e Undertake a wide survey of
the listed building owners to
assess their perceptions and
needs.

o Develop a Geographical In-
formation System (GIS) in-
corporating the data and im-
ages with spatial features for
easier and faster access of
data for referencing and
monitoring.

Grand Bazaar
Revitalisation

The Grand Bazaar is the tra-
ditional marketplace of the town.

Its variety, bustle, colours and
flavours evoke in foreign tourists
all that is asssociated with an ori-
ental bazaar. Today the charm of
this bazaar is undermined by the
inconvenient access, traffic con-
gestion and parking problems,
garbage, clogged drains, slippery
pavements, dilapidated struc-
tures and inadequate civic ser-
vices such as electricity, water
and sewage. In order to revitalise
the place without losing its heri-
tage character and improve the
civic infrastructure facilities in
and around it, the proposed
scheme includes:

e Developing a comprehensive
development plan including
architectural, engineering
and management aspects in
consultation with shopkeep-
ers, vendors, local bodies and
the general public.

e Study the management of
traffic in and around the ba-
zaar, including the feasibility
of pedestrianising some
streets around the bazaar.

e Restoration of a segment of
the bazaar as a prototype (fa-
cade, platform, shading, etc.)

e Provision of basic public
amenities and sewage and
waste management plans
(waste bins, waste collection
depot).

Urban Environment
Management

Pondicherry has the potential
to attract many more tourists and
increase the share of tourism-re-
lated economy and employment
for the poorer section of the soci-
ety. A planned improvement of
the town will not only assure bet-
ter tourist inflow but also provide
much-needed relief to the inhab-
itants. Three sub-activities are
planned for improving the qual-
ity of life of the local population
and rendering the town more
tourist-friendly.

Non-polluting Traffic and
Transportation Initiatives
The grid iron pattern of the
boulevard town has served the
community well for more than
two centuries. But the last couple
of decades have witnessed a rapid
increase in population, scale of
economic  activities &nd

(Continued on page 6)
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(Current Affairs questions are
from the period November
16th to 30th. Questions 11 to
20 pertain to Tamil Nadu and
Chennai.)

1. Name the Maharashtra
cricketer accused of offering a
bribe to national selectors.

2. The world’s first Wi-Fi en-

abled lake is in India. Name it.

3. Who is to receive the presti-
gious Indira Gandhi Prize for
2003?

4. Name the new Women's Na-
tional ‘A’ chess champion.

5. In a ‘dubious’ first, the ques-
tion paper of which prestigious
national-level examination was
leaked, leading to a furore?

6. Of which indoor sport, where

India has had a rich past, was .

Lee Lagan crowned world
champion in Hyderabad on No-
vember 23

7. What is the claim to fame of
Snowflake, a popular gorilla,
who died in Stockholm zoo
recently?

8. Which northeastern State
saw people of another state. be-
ing attacked over a railway re-
cruitment drive leading to na-
tional-level repercussions?

9. Which Union Minister, who
passed away in Chennai on No-
vember 23", was born in
Tirukkuvalai?

10. A simple one. Who re-
gained the Davis Cup recently?

* * *

11. Who is the President of the
Tamil Nadu Congress Commit-
tee?

12. Apart from Chief Minister
Jayalalitha, Sasikala and
Ilavarasi, name the other two
accused in the ‘disproportionate
assets’ case.

13. Who is the new Commis-
sioner of Chennai Police?

14. Where is the State Govern-
ment planning to build a new
police headquarters in

Chennai?

15. Name the new district of
the State created out of
Dharmapuri District recently.

16. On the above theme, how
many districts are there in

Tamil Nadu now?

17. In which ‘western’ country
has Tamil been recognised as an
indigenous language?
18. Which living legend of
Tamil Nadu is affectionately
called “Kunjamma”?

19. Name the naval base at
Arakkonam.

20. The Motion Pictures Pro-
ducers’ Combines studio, set up
by K. Subrahmanyam, in Spring
Gardens later became which fa-

mous studio?

(Answers on Page 8)

What it takes to be the No.

(Continued from Page 4)

Nadu is relatively comfortable
on the power front, roads and
water continue to be major is-
sues, the survey states. A World
Bank loan of Rs 2,118 crore for
building and repairing roads in
the State, and recent mass ef-
forts atimplementing rainwater-
harvesting methods may ease
the situation in the years ahead.
However, the Business Today
survey puts the break on too
much optimism. Sections of the
State’s manufacturing sector are
not faring well, it points out, with
many industrial estates ailing.
Only a third of the units in the
Madras Export Processing Zone
are stated to be functioning.
What is there in a ‘percep-
tual rank’ after all, some may
argue, especially when the ‘fac-

tual rank’ tells another story?
But such an argument is not
convincing enough. Maha-
rashtra, for instance, is not only
perceived to be the No. 1 State,
it IS No. 1 based on perfor-
mance as well. Bihar has actu-
ally been ranked No. 13 (‘fac-
tual rank’), but the very poor
perception factor — one of the
worst States in India to do busi-
ness in — has left it at the bot-
tom of the heap overall, at No.
31!

While cost and quality of
power and labour, the
government's ability to woo in-
vestors, deliver on promises and
be flexible in policy-making, tax
reliefs and subsidies are all cru-
cial in the race for No.1 in busi-
ness, the dogged entrepreneur-
ship of Maharashtra or Gujarat
and the aggressiveness of

Andhra Pradesh or Karnataka
do matter at the end of the day,
too.
Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu'’s skills in wooing the po-
tential investor have almost be-
come legendary. Andhra
Pradesh, although factually
ranked No. 4, is perceived as
the No. 2 destination in India
and that has helped the State
climb to the No. 2 position
overall. Karnataka, ranked No.
5 factually, has a perception
ranking of No. 3, and that is
enough to take it to the No. 3
position overall, up three slots
from the 1999 rankings.

By attracting investment
worth Rs 2,50,837 crore during
the period August 1991 to
March 2003, Maharashtra

clearly is the leader, way ahead

of Gujarat (Rs 1,98,096 crore),

REVITALISING A HERITAGE CITY

(Continued from Page 5)

motorisation that have led to

overburdened streets and traffic

congestion. Under the project,
it is planned to:

e Analyse the overall traffic
situation in and around the
old town.

e Introduce pollution-free
mass transportation thr-
ough specific routes Wwithin
the boulevard area for the
convenience of the general
public.

e Propose the creation of
pedestrian pathways and
special parking zones in cer-
tain sections of the town
such as the Beach Road,
Bharati Park and JN Street.

Historic City
Signage System

The historic boulevard part
of Pondicherry does not have a

well-designed and suitable
signage system to guide the
tourists and the inhabitants to
the major heritage sites. The
signage system is envisaged as
an important support to the
special heritage image of the
town. Activities planned under
the project include:

e Identifying 30 different
locations within the bou-
levard to place well-
designed and durable
signage boards.

e Preparing signboards with
brief history and informa-
tion about the heritage sites.

Urban Greening Work

Considering the density of
human influx within the boule-
vard area, the rather limited ex-
isting green areas are under se-
vere stress. In addition, the mu-
nicipal facilities for handling the

solid wastes and liquid effluents

are overstretched. Under this

sub-activity:

o Schemes will be developed
for soft and hard landscap-
ing the grand canal and up-
grading some green spaces
in the boulevard area.

¢ Pilot demonstration pro-
jects for household waste
management will be
launched in collaboration
with the local chapter of
EXNORA and other civic

and citizen forums.

o Feasibility of better han-
dling and disposal of house-
hold sewage will be studied
and practical solutions pro-
posed.

(A report from the Asia
Urbs Secretariat and
INTACH, Pondicherry.)

1 State

Andhra Pradesh (Rs 1,35,625
crore) and Tamil Nadu
(Rs 80,487 crore). Maharashtra
has also the largest share of the
country’s exports, year after
year. The message seems to be
that even if you do not have a
‘CEQ’ chief minister, but you
have excellent infrastructure
and workforce, it will work
wonders for you.

Maharashtra has efficient
ports, good road connectivity, it
has one of the best power sup-
ply situations and, perhaps,
above all, the people that are
the most enterprising. Mumbai
continues to be the commercial
capital of the country. Pune, the
next big market in Maharashtra
after Mumbai, is now an IT-city,
with 26 enginéering colleges
and about one lakh engineers.
The State's encouraging IT and
IT-enabled services policy has
certainly helped. The Mumbai-
Pune-Nashik belt is being de-
veloped as the golden triangle
for IT. In the midst of all this,
the Government continues to
market itself aggressively.

It is clear from the Business
Today-Gallup survey that it
takes more than infrastructure
to be the No. 1 State in business.
Efficiency, good governance and
good politics all count. A lotalso
depends on implementation of
policies that look good on paper.
That perhaps is the yardstick to
measure government'’s serious-
ness about doing business. And
sometimes, even a visit to the
yearly World Economic Forum
in Davos may help, as Naidu,
who has been attending the
meet continuously for the past
six years, has shown by taking
Andhra Pradesh to the No. 2
position, from No. 22, in eight

years’ time.
Sashi Nair

CHENNAI TARGETS DEMING QUALITY

(Continued from Page 4)

It may not be wrong to call
the TVS group as the Deming
group. The winds of quality ex-
cellence are blowing across all
the group units irrespective of
their size.

Says V. Narasimhan, Execu-
tive Director, Brakes India:
“Our Quality Manual was writ-
ten within two years of our start

up!” And that was 22 years ago. .

Those were the times when a
majority of Indian industries
was blissfully unaware about
various quality and customer
satisfaction concepts.

The first non-TVS Indian
company to break into the
Deming list was Hi Tech Car-
bon (2002), part of the $6 bil-
lion Aditya Birla group. Given
this position it is heartening to
note that the 2003 Deming list
contains non-TVS/Aditya Birla
group units too.

Significantly, Rane Brake
Linings won the award in the

shortest time — three years
from the date of starting its to-
tal quality management (TQM)
practice.

Apart from auto ancillaries,
there are converts to TPM reli-
gion in other industries too.
Says J. Srinivasan, Managing
Director, TTK-LIG, the
Chennai-based company that's
the world’s largest condom
manufacturer, “Our productiv-
ity has improved manifold and
waste has come down drasti-
cally. There is no company in
the world that can meet our
production costs now.” The
company has won the award for
TPM Excellence-Second Cat-
egory from JIPM this year.

What do these awards really
signify for Indian companies? In
addition to increased exports, it
gives them the confidence to go
global. After getting the produc-
tion process right in India, repli-
cating the same in other parts of
the globe will not be an issue.

Such a trend has already
started. Auto ancillary groups
like TVS and Kalyani are put-
ting up or buying units abroad.
Sundram Fasteners is setting up
a high tensile fastener unit in
China and has announced its
intention to buy the UK-based
forging company, Dana Spicer.
Two-wheeler manufacturer
TVS Motor Company is plan-
ning a unit in Indonesia. Bharat
Forge, the flagship company of
the Pune-based Kalyani group,
recently acquired Carl Dan
Peddinghaus, Germany.

In the long run, the positive
rub off of quality awards like
Deming on the Indian industry
will be the image improvement
of domestic manufacturing sec-
tor and the realisation of its hu-
man resources and capabilities.

From being looked at as the
global brain base, many multi-
national companies are now
setting up their research and de-
velopment wings here. India is

also being seen through the
prism of quality manufacture. It
may be recalled, during the soft-
ware boom, everybody wrote
the epitaph of the Indian manu-
facturing sector.

But a positive image alone
will not result in increased for-
eign investments or making
India an alternate production
base for the global markets to,
say, China. Technical capability
alone will not entice industrial
investments. It is the existence
of good infrastructure like
roads, ports and power that will
entice multinational corpora-
tions to set up their shop floors
here, says an industry expert.

According to industry offi-
cials, China may be a volume
player but, when it comes to
quality engineering products,
India is way ahead. Certainly
the elephant is gathering speed.
(Courtesy : www.domainb.com)

Venkatachari Jagannathan
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Programmes for

- The Season

ritics have cried themselves

hoarse at the excessive
number of concerts and dance
programmes that are conducted
during the season in recent
years. They bemoan a lack of
variety, but closer inspection re-
veals that this year, like in the
last few years, there are a num-
ber of programmes that will
attract the most discerning of
music or dance lovers.

Firstly, there are the very in-
formative lecture demonstra-
tions that happen at the various
sabhas in the mornings. Among
these this year, the lectures of
Dr. Prameela Gurumurthy,
Head of the Department of
Music, Madras University, on
the subject of Harikatha, which
is sadly a vanishing art, will be
most interesting. She speaks
(and sings) on various aspects of
Harikatha performances on De-
cember 21st (9.00 am) at the
Indian Fine Arts Society (Ger-
man Hall, Prakasam Street) and
on December 23rd (9.30 am) at
the Mini Hall Narada Gana
Sabha, TTK Road.

The nadaswaram, once a
very popular feature in temple
processions and other celebra-
tions, is slowly on the wane. A
very good demonstration of the
rakh melam, or the presentation

of pure Carnatic ragas as they
were played on the nadaswaram,
will be demonstrated by
Semponnarkoil SRD Vaidya-
nathan on December 24th at
the Music Academy’s Mini Hall
at 9.30 am.

When it comes to music
concerts, there are the problems
of plenty, with over 23-sabhas
presenting a large number of
concerts. The programmes
begin from 2.00 in the after-

o by V. SRIRAM &
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noon and go on till late night.
Today, there is, however, a clear
division between the afternoon
and the evening slots, with the
former being given to juniors
trying to make a name. Such
concerts offer the best opportu-
nity for talent-spotting. Getting
an afternoon slot at the Music
Academy is, in itself, a matter
of great pride and the young
artistes try to give their best
here, for on the audience re-
sponse depends their selection
chances for the next year.
Among those whose concerts

will be worth listening to are

Ranjani and Gayatri, the duo

who began life as violinists and
are now making a mark as vo-
calists. They sing at the Music
Academy on December 25th at
2.30 pm. In fact, the 25th is a
day best devoted to the Acad-
emy, for immediately after
Ranjani and Gayatri’s concert,
S. Nityahsree Mahadevan per
forms at 4.45 pm followed by
the star attraction, T.N.
Seshagopalan, at 7.30 pm.
T.N. Seshagopalan is a mul-
tifaceted star who plays the
veena and the keyboard in addi-
tion to being a vocalist. He plays
on the veena at the Nungam-
bakkam Cultural Academy on
December 14th at 9.00 am and
at the Narada Gana Sabha on
December 21st at 10.00 am. He
performs on the keyboard at the
Sri Parthasarathy Swami Sabha
on December 25th at 9.30 a.m.
For those who value old
world charm and atmosphere,
the programme at the Rasika
Ranjani Sabha in Sundares-
warar Swami Street, Mylapore,
would be the best selection.
This is the last year that this
Sabha will be functioning from
its quaint old edifice. Early next
year, it is to be pulled down and
a new auditorium, complete
with airconditioning and the
latest equipment, is expected to

The Nilgiri biosphere

(Continued from Page 1)

patches, with the western part
having evergreen forests and
the eastern part covered with
semi-evergreen and moist de-
ciduous forests.

The extreme degradation of
forests in the Attappady belt
took place after 1950s. Antici-
pating the nationalisation of
private forestlands, large
wooded tracts from this area

were removed, leaving behind a
few patches of scrub jungle. The
loss of the pristine forests in
Attappady, coupled with high
velocity winds over the plateau,
stunted the growth of the re-
maining scrub jungle tracts, re-
sulting in reduced water reten-
tion capacity of the soil leading
to loss of soil fertility, soil ero-
sion and drastic decrease in pro-
ductivity.
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has, of late, come up with a
plan to divert the water of the
Bhavani River westwards
through the weir at Mukkali
from where the river flows
eastwards to Attappady. This,
however, is an environmen-
tally unsound practice. It
would not only lead to further
desertification in Attappady
but also have serious conse-
quences for the adjoining parts
of the NBR. People living in
the valley and lower Bhavani
plains for centuries were
dependent on the Bhavani
waters for their livelihood.
They will be put to tremen-
dous inconvenience and hard-
ship and will soon be driven
to find newer means of liveli-

hoods.

Attappady lies in the rain
shadow region and is slowly be-
coming a desert. When it was
recognised as an ecologically
vulnerable zone, steps were
taken to arrest the process of
desertification but the threat
seems to be still looming large.
Environmentally sound policies
have to be framed and a con-
certed effort made to deal with
what is happening. — (Cour-
tesy : CPREEC-Econews.)

e
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The Rasika Ranjani Sabha hallin Mylapore
come up in its place. It is, of The Nandan Charitivam of
course, needless to point out Gopalakrishna Bharati moves
that the old hall never needed audiences when songs from it
any airconditioning, for such are sung or when it is performed

was its ventilation.

The Margazhi Utsav, spon-
sored by Jaya TV, is yet another
attraction. By the time this ar-
ticle goes to print, its live
programmes would be over. But
those who did not have the op-
portunity to attend in person
can watch the telecast every
evening from December 10th.
The Chettinad Vidyashram
Auditorium, where the concerts
took place, is one of the best in
the city in terms of parking fa-
cilities, seating comfort and
acoustics.

When it comes to dance,
there is much variety to select
from, particularly as it is the
centenary year of Dr. Rukmini
Devi Arundale. A few to take
in are suggested here:

The Nritya Choodamani
conferred by Sri Krishna Gana
Sabha is one of the prestigious
awards in the field of dance.
The Sabha, which is celebrating
its golden jubilee this year, is
conferring the Swarna Jayanti
Nritya Choodamani title on the
renowned Bharata Natyam and
Kuchipudi duo, M.V. Nara-
simhachari and Vasantha-
lakshmi, on Decembér 12th.
The two Choodamanis per-
formed with their daughters at
the same venue on the next
night. Their presentation titled
‘Nrityapanam’ included a spe-
cial ragamalika vamam, choreo-
graphed by the duo in memory
of Rukmini Devi for this special
occasion.

Sri Krishna Gana Sabha has
a delightful ambience for dance
— and almost every dancer
worthy of note performs there at
7.30 every night from Decem-
ber 13th to January 12th. Dance
enthusiasts can watch group”
presentations and solo perfor-
mances in Bharata Natyam,
Kuchipudi, Andhra Natyam (by
Kala Krishna), Kathak (by Birju
Mabharaj), and Mohini Attam
(Bharati Shivaji).

Kalakshetra dance-dramas
can be best enjoyed at
Kalakshetra, but if you cannot
travel all the way to that quiet
sylvan campus, then catch up
with them at the Music Acad-

emy (7.30 pm on December
20th).

as a dance-drama. V.P. Dha-
nanjayan has become synony-
mous with Nandanar and his
sensitive portrayal of Nandanar .
can be savoured at Krishna

Gana Sabha on Christmas eve

at 7.30 p.m. The next evening

at 7.30, the Dhananjayans per-

form ‘Vintage items in Bharata

Natyam’ at the Narada Gana

Sabha.

Prof. C.V. Chandrasekhar
received the birudu of
Nadhabrahmam from the
Narada Gana Sabha on Decem-
ber 14*. He performs along with
daughter Manjari at the same
venue on December 26* (7.30
p.m.). He also presents
Nandadeva’s Bhramara Geet as
a group presentation (Krishna
Gana Sabha - 7.30 p.m. on De-
cember 22nd) for those who
want a glimpse of his. choreo-
graphic skills.

Chitra Visweswaran and dis-
ciples present Raghuvamsa
Tilakam, an interesting depic-
tion of the Ramayana. Presented
many years ago (by a different
set of students, of course), it got
very good reviews. Kartik Fine
Arts and the Central Sangeet
Natak Akademi are organising
the Natya Darshan Seminar for
the second year in succession
(Conveners: Sudharani Raghu-
pathy and Chitra Viswes-
waran). To be inaugurated on
December 20th evening, the
lecdem sessions start at 9.30
a.m. on the 21st and 22nd. The
seminar and evening perfor-
mances will give Chennai-ites
an opportunity to savour some
Chhau dances from Eastern In-
dia.

The Music Season will not
be complete without a round-up
of the catering services being
offered. at the various sabhas.
For years now, Jayaraman of
Gnanambika Catering at the
Narada Gana Sabha and his
brother Arusuvai Natarajan at
the Sri Parthasarathy Swami
Sabha have:been great crowd-
pullers. The former specialises. .
in snacks and the latter in full-
scale meals. So even if music is
not your cup of tea, simply sit in
the canteen and enjoy the at-
mosphere that the season gen-
erates. '
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When umpires were
called from the stands

Rain — now hardly seen

in the city — has often made
inroads into Test matches
played in Madras, though any
local would swear that the city
enjoys only three types of cli-
matic conditions — hot, hotter
and hottest.

One of the Tests which was
rain-affected had several
unusual features to it. It was the
third Test against New Zealand
in 1976. The first day’s play was
lost when Madras, on the eve of
the game, was struck by a cy-
clone. All roads leading to
Chepauk were flooded. And,
there were worries as to how the
fans would get to the ground.

The Hindu reported: “Rain,
cricket’s implacable enemy, has
possibly damaged the prospect
of attractive play.” However,
there was no fear of a no-result
game as the decisive match was
to be played for six days.

The outfield was badly
mauled by the deluge, which
came with the seasonal North-
east monsoon. However, the
Tamil Nadu Cricket Associa-
tion ground staff, through
Herculean mopping-up efforts,
made the ground fit for a
prompt start on Day Two. The
advent of the sun brought spec-
tators in large numbers to
Chepauk.

But the monsoon had caused
non-cricketing damage as well.
The train carrying one of the
appointed umpires for the Test,
H.P. Sharma, was held up at
Nellore (Andhra Pradesh), 100
miles from Madras. The rain
had ravaged the rail track and
Sharma could not take his ap-

pointed place at the umpiring
end.

Fortunately, Mohammed
Ghouse, a highly competent lo-
cal umpire, proved to be an
ideal replacement. Ghouse had
already officiated in Ranji and
Duleep trophy matches and
hence slipped into the position
easily.

But worse was to come. The
other official umpire, M.V.
Gothoskar, fell ill with a severe
back problem on Day One. He
was so badly ill, he could not
even get out of bed. The TNCA
officials were in a real quandary.
But God answered their prayers.

Thus, it was that K.B. Rama-
swamy, also from the city, made
his debut in an international
game. It was a memorable mo-
ment for KBR, but it was to be
the launch pad that propelled
KBR to a successful and highly-
respected umpiring tenure for
India.

KBR recalls how he was in
charge of the top tiers at the
stadium where he was super-
vising the cleaning-up opera-
tions caused by the ravages of
the monsoon. Around 8:30-
8:45 a.m. an hour before com-
mencement of play on Day
Two — KBR was suddenly
asked to stand in for the ail-
ing Gothoskar. He had no
proper umpiring attire. Fortu-
nately, Tamil Nadu stumper
Bharat Reddy came forward to
help him with a pair of white
shoes and he managed a dark
coat for the occasion and
walked up to the middle of the
wicket at the appointed time
with Ghouse.

The fact that he had a col-
league from Tamil Nadu offici-
ating at the other end made him
feel at ease. And his experience
in Ranji and Duleep games, be-
sides the one involving Sri
Lanka and South Zone, gave
him the necessary confidence.

KBR's role and his support
for Ghouse on Day Three when
New Zealand paceman Richard
Hadlee started off a bumper war
against Indian captain Bishen
Bedi, gave a big boost to_his
umpiring image.

When Hadlee was pulled up
for his act, egged on by his then
captain Glenn Turner, he
claimed that Bedi could not be
considered a tailender as he had
hit 50 runs in the previous Test
at Kanpur. But Ghouse and
KBR stuck to the rules and
healthy conventions of the
game and brought sanity to
play.

The last bad news of the Test
was illness that overtook Pankaj
Roy, the partner in the world
record opening stand against
the Kiwis in Madras 20 years
earlier. Roy had come to the
ground as a member of the Na-
tional Selection Committee
representing East Zone when a
heart ailment forced him to be
admitted to a local hospital,
where he soon recovered.

The Test, amidst all this
drama, turned out to be an ab-
sorbing contest and India
emerged winner by a huge mar-
gin of 216 runs and took the
rubber 2-0! — (Courtesy:
Straight Bat.)

Bhaskeran Thomas

Till December 20: ‘Microscape’,
recent works.by Marina DiCarlo-
Wierichs. (At Forum Art Gal-.

lery.)
December 19: ‘Star Surprise’ at
Travelogue. (At Alliance

Francaise 7.00 pm.)

December 22: Christmas celebra-
tions with Santa Claus and a spe-

cial choir. (At DakshinaChitra.)

December 23: Vocal by Sudha
Raghunathan. (At the Narada
Gana Sabha, 4.30 p.m.)

Mandolin recital by U.
Srinivas and U. Rajesh. (At the
Music Academy.)

December 23: Paramarthaguruvin
Kathai. Written by Father Beschi
(Viramamunivar). The dialogue
is scripted in his words to show
the beauty of his writing. Di-
rected by Ch. Jaya Rao. A
Koothu-P-Pattarai work in
progress. (At the Alliance
Francise 7.0C p.m.)

December 24: Tillana Mohanambal
— a talk on Kalaimani’s 1957-58
novel by Dr. Indira Viswanathan
Peterson. (At Sundara Mahal,

7 p.m.)

December 24: Madras Korean
Church Choir Christmas music
concert. (At the Christian Me-
dia Centre.)

December 25: Bharata Natyam by
Dhananjayans. (At the Narada
Gana Sabha at 7.30 p.m.)

December 26: Veena recital by N.
Ravikiran. (At the Music Acad-

emy.)

December 27: Vocal by M.
Balamuralikrishna. (At the
Narada Gana Sabha at 12.30

p.m.)

December 28: Mandolin by U.
Srinivas and U. Rajesh. (At the
Narada Gana Sabha, 4.30 p.m.)

* * *

Toastmasters International is an
organisation for building commu-
nication and leadership skills.
Members of Toastmasters Club
meet to develop their public
speaking skills. There is a struc-
tured format for meetings and for
learning how to speak in public
for different situations. The newly
formed Chennai Club meets
twice a month at the Haddows
Club, 6, Kushkumar Road,
Nungambakkam, Chennai 600
034. For membership and other
details, contact Nina John at
chennaitoastmasters@
yahoo.co.in or Arunachalam
Krishnan, President, Chennai

Toastmasters, at annuraji@
yahoo. com,Tel:2493 9700.

Answers to Quiz

1. Abhijit Kale; 2. Dal Lake in
Kashmir; 3. Kofi Annan; 4. Koneru
Humpy; 5. The Common Admis-
sion Test of the IIMs; 6. Billiards;
7. He was the only known albino
gorilla; 8. Assam, where Biharis
were targeted; 9. Murasoli Maran;
10. Australia beating Spain in
Melbourne.

11. G.K. Vasan; 12. V.N.
Sudhakaran and T.T.V. Dina-
karan; 13. R. Natraj; 14. In the Film
City at Taramani; 15. Krishnagiri
District; 16. Thirty; 17. South Af-
rica; 18. M.S. Subbulakshmi; 19.
INS Rajali; 20. S.S. Vasan's Gemini
Studio.
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