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No train orar... We are -gding by this
water tanker to Chennai for our holi-
days!

Summertime &
easy living?

It is here just as predicted — and
dreaded.

The absolutely-no-water crises,

worsening day-by-day, in a
‘shining’ land where the future
looks so bright, you can’t get a
bucket of water.

This ‘havoc-riddled situation has
endless avenues for trouble and
strife — and certain not so-obvi-
ous spin-offs.

Like its effect on the age-old tra-
ditions of hospitality, for in-

_ stance.

The old ‘honoured guests’ phi-
losophy will be re-thought in
Chennai this summer.

Under normal circumstances,
most hosts watch with self-con-
gratulatory pride as their guest
feed well at the table. But now,
it will be more like: “Eat all you
want, buddy, but not more than
two sips of water each.”

Not the sort of attitude that
makes for social conviviality.
Extended families living away that

begin long-distance telephone
conversations with a cheerful:
“Hi, We thought we’d spend the
summer with you guys.” will
wonder if they’ve got the wrong
number, as a distinctly doubtful,
embarrassed silence floats back
~ over the line.

There are ways out, though —
guests can always be told to
bring their own buckets and in-

~ dependently organised sources
of water.

What will the citizenry do?

Hold on tight, and grimly await
solutions and better days in
some dim future.

And look up at the relentlessly
bright blue sky — searching for
answers.

They’ve become experts in the art
of hoping, anyway, over the

~ years,
Ranjitha Ashok

1893 Act forces pricing

on Musings

— No postal concessions

the alternative
(By The Editor)

he publishers of Madras

Musings were shocked at
the end of March to receive a
notice from the Department of
Posts cancelling forthwith its li-
cence for postal concessions.
The grounds cited were the In-
dian Post Office Act, 1893
which states that a bonafide
newspaper is only one that has
subscribers who pay subscrip-
tions to ‘get the publication.
Only such newspapers are en-
titled to postal concessions,
whereas free issue papers are
not, the Postal Department in-
dicated in cancelling Madras
Musings’ Registered Newspaper
Licence.

The letter from the Postal
Department reads:

Sub: Cancellation of Regd.
Newspaper Licence — reg.

According to Section 9(2) of
the Indian Post Office Act, 1893
which stipulates that a publication
shall be deemed a newspaper
subject to the condition that it has
bonafide list of subscribers. Rule
30(2) of the Indian Post Office
Rules, 1935 further specifies that
it should have at least 50 bonafide
subscribers who have paid their
subscriptions.

With reference to the
Directorate’s orders received from
Ministry of Communications & IT,
New Dethi, “Free Publications
cannot be registerad as registered
Newspaper with the DOP for
transmission by Post”. The Minis-
try of Law has clarified that
“bonafide subscriber is he who
pays the face value printed on the
newspaper”.

Hence the Registered News-
paper Licence granted to your
publication is cancelled, for rea-
son that it is a Free Publication,
having no subscribers and there-
fore no retail selling price of the
newspaper/magazine.

The inconvenience caused is
regretted.

More than the inconve-
nience caused, the suddenness
of the notice put the publishers
of Madras Musings in a quan-
dary. However, the Chief Post-
master General has been good
enough to entertain the appeal
by the publishers of Madras
Musings for time to take a deci-
sion on which route the publi-
cation would take. The time
granted to Madras Musings en-
ables the issues of March 16th
and April Ist to be sent out un-
der the existing postal conces-
sions. By that time the publish-
ers of Madras Musings would
have to decide on one of four
alternatives. Namely:

o Get the 1893 Act made a
more modern one that
would bring free issue, non-
profit information publica-
tions (newspapers) on par
with profit-making newspa-
pers and thus get the postal
concessions without losing
their free issue status that
would enable them to freely
disseminate information on
such subjects as heritage, en-
vironment, civic improve-
ment, science and technol-
ogy to as many readers as
possible,

‘o Remain a free issue but pay

Rs.4 per copy postage, which
in the case of Madras Mus-
ings would be an impossible
Rs.50,000 a fortnight, more
than the cost of production,
e Become a priced journal, ap-
ply with a list of subscribers
for re-registration as a news-

paper and obtain the postal

concessions applicable to
newspapers, or

e Close down, because the
situation is an impossible
one. :

Madras Musings, while plan-
ning to make an appeal to
higher authorities on the

Please send in your

subscriptions

(By The Editor)

A s explained alongside, we have no other alternative but to price

ras Musings. From the April 16, 2004 issue (Volume XIV,
No.1), Madras Musings will be priced at Rs.5 a copy, ANNUAL
SUBSCRIPTION: Rs.100/-. Please make out your cheque only to
‘Chennai Heritage’ and send it together with the COUPON ON
PAGE 7, to Chennai Heritage, 260-A, TTK Road, Chennai
600018 or C/o Lokavani-Hall Mark Press Pvt. Ltd., 62/63, !
Greames Road, Chennai 600 006.

As you will notice from the coupon, ‘Chennai Heritage’ continues
to welcome contributions from you for the causes it espouses. So if,
say, you send ina cheque for Rs.500, we will treat Rs. 100 of it towards
subscription to Madras Musings for 2004-5 and the remaining Rs.400
as contribution towards the causes Chennai Heritage espouses.

We look forward to all readers of Madras Musings, and those
newcomers who want to receive copies, sending in their subscrip-
tions. We are indeed sorry we can no longer remain a free mailer.

grounds of Alternative 1, has,
however, decided under this
compulsion to choose Alterna-
tive 3. Effective April 16th
(Volume XIII, No.1), Madras
Musings will become a. priced
publication (see box alongside
for details). We look forward to
our readers sending in their sub-
scriptions for Madras Musings to

Chennai Heritage so that
within the next TWO WEEKS
we will have a subscription list
long enough to back our appli-
cation for re-registration. Apart
from what will now become an
annual subscription, contribu-
tions to the causes Chennai
Heritage espouses will continue
to be welcome.

What’s happening at
San Thome Basilica?

(By A Special Correspondent)

letter from Barry Joyce
addressed to the Indian
National Trust for Art and Cul-
tural Heritage (INTACH),
Tamil Nadu, drew the
Chapter's attention recently to
what he perceived as a threat to
heritage. Joyce, a visitor from
the UK who is involved with
heritage conservation there,
writes, “It was a once-in-a-life-
time experience to kneel at the
shrine of St. Thomas. However,
I was rather alarmed to observe
the extent to which the below
ground structures at the Cathe-
dral are being demolished with-
out, as far as I could ascertain,
archaeological supervision and
recording.” |
~ Joyce’s fears do not seem to
be misplaced. An employee of

the Archaeological Survey of
India, Chennai, who visited the
Church, told Madras Musings
that a large area in the Church
premises has been dug up.
What's more, he felt that the
baskets of debris being carried
away from the site could well
include ancient relics, artefacts,
construction material used in
earlier churches, tombs, etc. —
valuable: heritage indicators
that should have been recorded.
'When this writer visited the
San Thomé Cathedral, there -
were construction workers all
over the place. Work was going
on at a hectic pace, both on the
exterior- (building walls- and
roof) and in the interior (floor,

 (Continued on Page 4)
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Environment, employee welfare — key

areas in corporate social responsibility

Social responsibility is not the
exclusive domain of govern-
ment, and ‘passive philanthropy’
alone no longer constitutes cor-
porate social responsibility
(CSR). Business ethics, compli-
ance with regulatory require-
ments and consistency in value
delivery are three of the most
important factors that impact
the social reputation of a corpo-
ration. Many companies now
see a great future for earning
profits through ethical conduct
of business, complying with
regulatory requirements, and a
greater emphasis on protection
of the environment and em-
ployee health and safety. Mak-
ing CSR a part of the curricu-
lum in business schools will en-
sure that the managers of the
future are imparted the appro-
priate skills and sensitivities.

These were some of high-
lights of the Corporate Social
Responsibility Survey 2002 -
India, carried out jointly by the
United Nations Development
Programme, the British Coun-
cil, Confederation of Indian In-
dustry and Pricewaterhouse
Coopers. The partners mention
that the Survey, conducted dur-
ing September-October 2002, is
perhaps the most ambitious at-
tempt in recent times to capture
the entire gamut of issues per-
taining to CSR in India, involv-
ing about 1,000 companies to
whom questionnaires requiring
nearly 400 responses were sent,
across industry sectors, status
and scale. Representatives of
102 companies responded to the
survey. Companies that saw
themselves as leaders or early
movers represented a high pro-
portion of the respondents. The
principal objective of the Survey
was to ascertain the predomi-
nant perceptions on CSR in In-
dia and the role that companies
define for themselves in today’s
society. Companies often claim
that lack of an enabling environ-
ment hinders adoption of CSR;
however, several companies
have leveraged existing mecha-
nisms to translate words into
action, and to make a significant
difference in the thrust areas of
their choice.

In the Survey, addressing
stakeholder concerns, ethical
conduct in activities, correction
of social inequalities, transpar-
ency in operations, accounting
of environmental and social ser-
vices, establishing stakeholder
partnerships, contribution to
nation building and compliance
with the laws of the land were
all perceived as being a part of
CSR. Orchid Chemicals, for ex-
ample, the only Chennai-based
company offering insights into
its CSR practices in the report
(to which such organisations as
the Aditya Birla Group, Bal-
larpur Industries Ltd., Gujarat
State Petronet Ltd., ICICI
Bank, Patton Ltd., and Tata
Iron & Steel Co. Ltd. contrib-
uted), defines CSR as “ensuring
benefit on account of its exist-
ence to community at large” and
“aiving back to society”.

While ethics, environment,
health and safety, compliance
with regulations, employee wel-
fare, customer relations, labour
practices, charitable contribu-
tions and relationships with
business partners constitute the
areas of CSR usually addressed
in corporate policies, HIV/
AIDS-related issues, employ-
ment of disabled persons, gen-
der, community and human
rights, and socioeconomic issues
were the least addressed. How-
ever, issues varied from com-
pany to company. For instance,
Orchid’s core values include re-
spect for human beings and a
premium on intellect, quest for
international standards, cus-
tomer satisfaction through qual-
ity and service, harmony with
the environment and maximisa-
tion of stakeholder value.

policy and lack of comprehen-
sion and capacity to implement
CSR are other factors hindering
the adoption and diffusion of
CSR across organisations, notes
the Survey.

Finally, what role should
the organisation of tomorrow
define for itself and where
should it place itself in soci-
cty? More than 80 per cent of
the respondents felt that pro-
tecting the environment and
the health and safety of their
employees should be the main
role of corporates in society.
More than 70 per cent of the
respondent companies saw
themselves as entities that earn
profits but through ethical
practices, complying with regu-
latory requirements and never
participating in corrupt prac-
tices. Encouraging indeed!

SASHI NAIR
pinch-hitting for MMM

What are the factors influ-
encing investment decisions,
keeping in mind the perceptions
of CSR? More than 35 per cent
of the respondents ranked busi-
ness ethics first, over 20 per cent
ranked transparency second,
while nearly 15 per cent rated
likely impact on the environ-
ment and employee working
conditions as the third most im-
portant. Good corporate citizen-
ship and CSR initiatives seem to
be inextricably linked; good cor-
porate citizenship is one of the
most important drivers of CSR
identified by respondent compa-
nies in the survey. Improved re-
lationship with local communi-
ties, stated philosophy of found-
ing fathers, opportunity to en-
hance reputation/brands, sur-
vival of business in the long-
term, building a global corporate
brand, improvement in em-
ployee relations, enhanced
shareholder value, improved
standing with government, com-
pliance with legislation and im-
proved management of risk were
the other drivers of CSR.

The most important barrier
to the adoption of CSR on a
wider scale, the Survey points
out, is the lack of linkage be-
tween CSR and financial suc-
cess. Since no direct relation-
ship is evident, companies find
it difficult to assess how much
to invest in CSR, where to stop
and how to achieve the right bal-
ance between financial perfor-
mance and CSR - this, in the
opinion of Indian companies, is
the second most significant bar-
rier. Vested interests, long ges-
tation periods or lack of visible
immediate results and excessive
focus on short-term gains and
profitability are some of the
other barriers mentioned. Politi-
cal interference in undertaking
community-based activity, ab-
sence of methods and tools to
evaluate CSR practice and per-
formance, inadequacy of the tax

Integration essential
Expansion of the 100-ft bye-

pass road, from Rane on the
Velacherry Main Road to the
Vijaynagar bus terminus, seems
to be progressing slowly. Once
the road is extended, it is ex-
pected to lead to the construc-
tion of a six-lane, 150 ft. road.
Meanwhile, the Mass Rapid
Transport System (MRTS)
project has now been extended
up to Thiruvanmiyur, from
Thirumylai. The next phase of
the project is the linking of
Thiruvanmiyur to Taramani;
track-laying has been completed
but work on the station is ex-
pected to be completed by May.
Toilet facilities for commuters,
ticket counters, platforms and
other facilities have not been in-
stalled yet. Only a 100-ft. ap-
proach road to the station has
been laid, leading from
Taramani towards Kandan
Chavadi. MRTS services to
Taramani are, therefore, not ex-
pected to commence before the
second half of the year.

Once the MRTS is fully op-
erational, a more than 50 per
cent utilisation can happen only
if there is an integrated ap-
proach to transport. This means
that every station along the
MRTS route must be suitably
connected by road, to various
destinations, providing conve-
nience and easy accessibility.
Public amenities such as drink-
ing water and toilet facilities are
required, but more important
will be the presence of connect-
ing systems — bus and
autorickshaw services — near
these stations. Only this can
lead to more and more people
leaving their cars and motor
cycles at home and using public
transport to travel longer dis-
tances, as in Mumbai.

While bus services need to be
improved, buses should also be
newer and with better comfort.
Forming a unified traffic and

A big ‘Thank You’
to 69 of you...

We publish below the list of donors who have, between 16.02.03 and
15.03.04, added to the support Madras Musings has aiready received. We
thank all of them for their support for the causes Madras Musings
espouses.

— CHENNAI HERITAGE

Rs. 100: Soman, Indira (Thiruvananthapuram); Avudaiappan;
Balasubramnian, S.; Chandrasekaran, M.; Chandrasekharan, S.,
Chetty, Nalli Chinnasami; D.K.S; Dasan, S.M.; Gokilan, T.S.; HRD
TIMES; Jayalakshmi, S.; Linaye, S.S.; Manyam, R.S.; Masiam,
Jahanara ; Mody & Sarkar; Nanda Kumar, G.; Parthasarathi, N.S.;
Rajagopal, P.C.; Ramakrishnan, A.; Ramanathan, A.G.;
Ramanathan, P.S.; Ranganathan, S.; Reddy, C.A.; Rossvan, J.P.;
Sankar, T., Shenbagam, A.; Soundararajan, R.; Sridhar, K.;
Srinivasan, Dr. M.; Subramanian, Jayabala, R.; Swaminathan, K.S.;
The Commissioner, Archaeology, Museum and Heritage, The Pal-
ace Complex (Mysore); Vedapuri, K.M.; Venkatesan, S.;
Viswanathan, S.; Rs. 101: Arunachalam; Raghavan, P.; Sampath,
(Capt) A.; Sivadas, P.; Solanki, D. Chandrakant; Viswanathan, R.;
Rs. 106: Raj, M.K. Chubby.; Rs. 110: Srinivasan, V. Rs. 111: Chheda,
K. Shantilal. Rs. 150: Easterson, D.C.V. (Tuticorin); Namasivayam,
R.T.; Ramarajan, R. Rs. 200: Dhandapani A.; Krishnan, G.; Mani,
Sundari; Meenakshisundaram, A.; Ramanathan, T.V.; Srinivasan, G.;
Rs. 250: Gantier, H.G.; Krishna, K.V.S.; Rs. 251: Gopal, S.; Rs. 300:
Ganapathy, Lakshmi; Radhakrishnan, K.S.; Ranganathan, T.V.; Rs.
500: Bakthavatsalu, (Lt.Col.) L.K.; Menon, K.P.S. (Thiruvanan-
thapuram); Sheriff, (Dr.) T. Kamal; Rs. 501: Prabhu, K.R.; Rs. 600:
Prabhakar, Eric; Rs. 1000: Srinivasaraghavan, T.T.; Rs. 1500: Rao,
Krishna; Rs. 5000: Krishnamurthy, R.

Subscriptions none...
but may there still be many more

e A word to all donors. As you would have seen on Page 1 today, Madras
Musings becomes a paid publication from Volume XIII, No. 1 dated April
16, 2004. But an ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION of just Rs.100 covers only a
part of our costs. Corporation support and YOUR support will continue to
be essential for Chennai Heritage and Madras Musings to play a greater role
in creating awareness about the city, its heritage and its environment. We
therefore look forward to you sending us your contributions IN ADDI-
TION TO your subscriptions.

Among the steps your contributions have enabled Chennai Heritage to
take, apart from keeping Madras Musings afloat, have been

— the organising of meetings with corporates, leading professionals

and University alumni to create awareness about what is needed
for the restoration of Senate House, and

— the preparation of an awareness-creating film and the screening of

it to various groups to generate support for the restoration of the
Tiruvanmiyur temple tanks.

If in the coming year Chennai Heritage receives repeated support from
those of you who have already made contributions, and if many more sup-
porters join the bandwagon, we will not only be able to keep Madras
Musings going, but also be able to continue awareness-building exercises on
on-going projects as well as under take one or two more such exercises.

Therefore, please keep your contributions coming IN ADDITION TO
YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS.

The Editor

transport authority and co- — Observe traffic rules and

ordinating operations and fare also persuade others to do

systems with suburban railways, 50.

MRTS and buses are two sug-  — Help road accident victims.

gestions that experts have put  — Never drive after consum-

forth. The public transport sys- ing alcohol.

tem in Chennai can succeed — Check fuel, oil, brakes,

only if it is re-constituted as an clutch, gear, wiper, lights

integrated system. and horn before starting.
— Wear a helmet while driv-

The 10 commandments ing a two-wheeler.

wo months ago, Madras ~ — Never use a cell phone or

Musings had reported that listen to music while driv-
the result of a concerted part- ing.
nership forged with the citizens ~ — Never allow a person with-
by the Traffic Police on the ini- out a valid driving licence
tiative of G. Uma Ganapathi to drive your vehicle.
Sastry, Joint Commissioner of =~ — Carry Xerox copies of in-
Police (Traffic), was improved surance certificate, vehicle
road safety. Sastry’s efforts had tax token, driving licence,
led to even doctors, lawyers and registration certificate and
engineers joining the Citizens pollution check certificate.
for Safe Roads task force. But ~— Never exceed speed limits,
how effective this effort will be, and respect the rights of pe-
only time will tell. At the mo- destrians and cyclists.
ment, though, the Traffic Police' = — Never use horn or high
seems to be doing some good beam lights unnecessarily.
work and the message is: If you
have a problem, come to us with
solutions and we will be happy
to help you implement them.
The Traffic Police has, in fact,
listed ten safety ‘command-
ments’ for vehicle drivers to
follow:

I wonder how many of us
can honestly say we follow
ALL these commandments. In
fact, I wonder how many of us
will even do so after this appeal
— self-discipline is not exactly
our strongest point in this part
of the world, is it?
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Desalination, best option

e can't thank you enough for

highlighting a matter of
great concern to the citizens of
Madras, namely the drinking water
problem, in the columns of your pa-
per. It may sound cynical, but
people today are more worried
about their basic needs than about
which party will come to power.
More such features like the one
frontpaged about groundwater
exploitation in your last issue are
welcome.

While in Chennai not so long
ago, President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
had stressed the need for finding a
lasting solution to the water crisis.
Desalination, he felt, was the best
option.

Earlier, as reported in newspa-
pers, M. Ravindran, Director, Na-
tional Institute of Ocean Technol-
ogy, had assured that desalination
could turn out to be an economical
proposition in the long-term
though it would involve heavy capi-
tal cost initially.

Loss of forest cover is one rea-
son for the failure of the seasonal
rains and things are only likely to
get from bad to worse. Hence the
urgency for hastening projects such
as desalination in addition to what-
ever there is on the anvil.

Jaiboy Joseph
“Priya”, 3, Second Avenue

Harrrington Road
Chennai 600 031

Lessons to learn

I read with great interest the
article ‘Memories of 1948’ (MM,
February 16th). The account was
notable for its vivid description,
throwing light on the various as-
pects of the Olympic Games . Our
modern-day sportsmen and women
have a lot to learn from those of the
past.

S. Raghavan
“Ranga Flats”, 33, Gangai Amman

Koil Street, Valasarawakkam
Chennai 600 0 87

Thank you, MM

he pathetic condition of our

street was highlighted in Ma-
dras Musings (March Lst). My re-
cent fervent appeals to the Chief
Minister and the Chennai Corpo-
ration Commissioner have yielded
results. The street name-post has
been prominently positioned at the
entrance. Street lights are function-
ing. The street itself has received a
new coat of a asphalt. This is an ex-
ample of governance.

The residents of the street
thank Madras Musings and the
Chennai Corporation for their ef-
forts; never mind though that the
results have come about belatedly.

K.N. Narayana Pillai
“Shrinidhi"

No. 3, Dr. Radhakrishnan Salai
4th Street

Chennai 600 004

Focus on Tamil culture

ull marks to R.T. Chari of the
TAG Group of companies for

conceiving the idea of holding lec-
tures on South Indian heritage,
which are designed to kindle
awareness and arouse a sense of
pride. The lectures are held once
every month on a Sunday morning.
The speakers are distinguished
scholars and experts in their field.
The subjects chosen are as varied
as arts and culture, science and re-
ligion and history and architecture.
The organisation has also con-
ducted a quiz contest for college
students, a kathakalakshepam and
even staged a Tamil play, all related
to South Indian heritage!

Recently, I enjoyed Dr. Raghu-
raman's lecture on ‘The Four Gi-
ants of Tamil Culture’. A professor
of Tamil in A.M. Jain College, he
lucidly, in chaste Tamil, traced the
history of the Saiva movement, es-
tablishing with literary evidences
the fact that Siva as a deity to be
worshipped had begun only from
the Sangam period. He then fo-
cussed on the four giants of Tamil
culture, bringing out their influence
in the spheres of religion, literature
and music during the 3rd to 8th
century A.D.

Among the four giants, Dr.
Raghuraman refers to Thirugnana-
sambandar as a revolutionist. In his
brief life of 16 years, he had visited
various Hindu shrines and sung
soul-stirring poetry, hailing Siva as
his father. He was known to have
vanquished a Jain philosophers’
group in a theological debate.

Next was Thirunavukkarasar
who went to more than 200
temples, cleaned them with his own
hands, thereby setting an example
for others to follow, and had them
renovated. Sundarar, who was dis-
cussed next, had compiled the his-
tory of many Saiva saints, a pio-
neering task indeed, and reformed
the religion. The fourth in the list,
Manikkavasagar, was the saint who
emphasised that man is the servant
of God.

We wish that the TAG Group
of companies continues with this
worthwhile effort.

Cdr. R. Ganapathi (Retd.)
116, Defence Officers’ Colony
Chennai 600 032

Mangroves important

AS contributor to Current
cience (Vol. 86 issue No.3)
has warned against the simplistic
solution of rainwater harvesting
and inter-river connectivity for our
present-day water problems. He
states that rivers will be deprived of
their normal flow, which will lead
to the destruction of mangroves in
the deltaic regions. Mangroves
have a definite part to play in the
life cycle of fish, plants and other
forms of life.

Dr. S.S. Rajagopalan
30 (17), Kamarajar Street
Gandhi Nagar

Chennai 600 093

Rid smell with hyacinth

It is indeed heartening to see that
the Cooum River is looking
much improved, after the desilting

process (MM, February 16th).

Court in Dethi!

the temples.

hile Rajaji was the ‘Premier’ of the compo-

site State of Madras in 1937 under the Gov-
ernment of India Act, there was a district collector
belonging to the ICS cadre who displayed a high
quality of administration, but was notorious for his
alleged corrupt practices. Rajaji once called him
for a personal chat to clear the cloudy atmosphere
for good. During the conversation, the officer con-
fessed to having accepted fruits, biscuits, etc. of-
fered by the visitors and denied any other form of
corruption in either cash or kind. After conveying
his praise for the candid confession, Rajaji advised
him, with no hesitation, to put in his papers and
quit the job gracefully. At the same time, in his
inimitable style, he advised the officer to take up
the legal profession for which he was fully quali-
fied, being a barrister. By his implicit obedience to
Rajaji’s sane advice, the ex-collector became an
outstanding legal luminary of the then Federal

Another incident during his premiership
(1937-39) relates to a campaign launched by his
political opponent-cum-friend EVR Periyar to
break Ganesh idols made of clay in support of his
atheist propaganda that the birth of Ganesh was
nothing but an unbelievable myth. Taking cogni-
zance of the situation, certain that EVR being a
disciplinarian would ensure that his volunteers
would not create any law and order problem dur-
ing the demonstration, Rajaji instructed the police
force to remain calm and not to take any action
except keeping vigil till the agitation ended in the
evening. The press hailed the event as historic; the
demonstrators did not resort to any desecration in

The Rajaji days

Thanjavur and Tiruchi before finally fading into
the Arabian Sea in the evening. The cyclone caused
immense damage to buildings, standing crops and
left Nagapattinam and Tiruvarur without electric-
ity and drinking water for a fortnight. The high
waves from the sea pushed boats and dinghies to
the beach roads; fortunately, no human loss was

reported.

After Rajaji took over the administration of the
State for a second time in early 1952, a severe cy-
clone lashed the coast, starting from Nagapattinam
in the early morning, it swept across Tiruvarur,

After the restoration of rail traffic, Rajaji made
it a point to visit the affected places and before do-
ing so, the local sub-collector was asked to keep
ready an assessment of damage caused by the cy-
clone with suggestions to take up rehabilitation
work without any delay. While addressing a meet-
ing of the municipal councillors and elite of the
town, Rajaji asked the members of the audience to
offer constructive suggestions. One councillor, af-
filiated to a particular party, demanded separate al-
Jotment of funds for his ward, Immediately, Rajaji
stood up and said that such suggestions would not
be helpful as the cyclone had caused aliround dam-
age. A relief committee was constituted with the
municipal chairman as the chairperson and the
sub-collector as the convener, having full powers
to execute rehabilitation measures. Impressed by
the sub-collector’s effort, Rajaji suggested that the
sub-collector deserved out-of-turn promotion for
his exemplary service under trying conditions.

During the initial stages of the DMK adminis-
tration in Tamil Nadu, Murosoli, the official organ
of the DMK party, called him ‘Rasasi’. In his usual
inimitable style, Rajaji sent a postcard to the editor
of Murasoli, asking him politely to desist from re-
ferring to him as Rasasi and advised him to either
stick to Rajaji or his full name, Rajagopalachari.

M. Ratnasabapathi
29, Maruthupandiyar Street
K.K. Nagar, Madurai 625 020

However, | am not quite sure if
fish survive in the Cooum because
of the high level of pollution. The

foul smell emanating from the river -

is not only a health hazard, but it is
also very embarrassing for Chennai
residents when they have to show
visitors around.

One way of improving the qual-
ity of water is to grow water hya-
cinth (Eichhornia crassipes). This
plant grows very well in sewerage
water compared to canal and pond
water. The biomass can produce
275/351 litres of biogas per kg with
52-56 per cent methane content,
which is twice as efficient as cow
dung slurry. The waste can be used
as organic manure for gardens. In
any case, the programme needs to
be organised in a scientific manner
with a proper estimation of the to-
tal area, yield of biomass, coupled
with a suitable biogas extraction
plant and timely havesting of biom-
ass.

K.V.S. Krishna

2A, Parkland Apartment
Kamala Bai Street

T. Nagar

Chennai 600017

Revive waterbodies
“( ; roundwater exploitation

must stop”, reads the lead
story in MM, March Ist. Yes, but
how? Apart from the domestic and
commercial needs, to meet the
ever-increasing building construc-
tion activity, groundwater is ex-
ploited. Judging from the quality of
the saline groundwater, it is
anybody's guess as to what will hap-
pen to those new buildings which
are being raised, using such water.
If construction activity is sus-
pended even for a short while, what

will happen to the workers,
brickmakers and other allied inter-
ests! This seems to be a vicious
circle and nobody can help.

As far as the River Cauvery ana
the lasting solution discussed in the
current issue, we should remember
that the river is not a perennial one
and has water only for six months
in a year. Earlier, the delta regions
had several tanks that would fil: up
and help tide over the dry season.
Unfortunately, most of these tanks
are now filled with rubbish and
earth, such that neither the rainwa-
ter can be conserved nor the river
water saved.

As a result, the groundwater
table has been seriously affected
in these places and until and
unless these waterbodies are re-
vived there will be no solution to
water scarcity.

T.M. Sundararaman
19, Nallappan Street
Mylapore

Chennai 600 004

Retreats not needed

R eader E.R.C. Davidar has done
well to point out the futility
anc attendant risks in taking
tem le elephants to Mudumalai for
a holiday (MM, March Ist). Many
elephants had to be forced to travel
unwillingly to a distance of more
than 500 km. For these pachyderms
trained and disciplined, temples are
congenial abodes; not the so-called
natural habitat or forests, which are
only suited for wild animals.
Temple elephants are sumptu-
ously fed and looked after well.
They have to work hard only
during the occasional festival.
Vets are around to treat sick ani-
mals. If required, weak and tired

elephants can be rested. Perhaps
it is draught animals that need
some pampering.

M.R. Pillai
H 64/5, Central Avenue
Korattur

Chennai 600 080
Emulate McGrath

Pacc bowlers are said to hunt in
pairs. At a time when the In-
dian cricket team is looking out for
a pair of pace bowlers, Lakshmi-
pathy Balaji seems to have filled in
one of the slots. Thanks to the
MREF Pace Foundation, Balaji looks
a genuine pace bowler. However, a
pace bowler can bowl really fast for
about five years or so. Glen
McGrath has survived long with his
length and line. Balaji must emu-
late the performance of the Austra-
lian paceman.

C.K. Subramanian
A101 Syndicate Bank Qtrs
Plot 28, 29, Sector 17

I Floor

Vashi 400 703.

e

PLEASE NOTE

o All letters for The Editor's attention
should be addressed to The Editor,
c/o Lokavani Hall-Mark Press Pvt.
Ltd., 62/63, Greames Road, Chennai
600 006.

o Alf business correspondence should
be addressed to The Director,
Chennai Heritage, 260-A, TTK Road,
Chennai 600 018.

e Madras Musings does not accept
letters by e-mail.
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Man-made
heritage needs
regulations

he Ministry of Environ-

ment is declaring certain
areas as environmentally sensi-
tive and has accepted that heri-
tage regulations should be not
only for man-made heritage but
also for natural heritage. Under
Article 253 of the Constitution,
“in furtherance of any interna-
tional treaty, protocol or con-
vention to which India is a sig-
natory the Centre can legislate
on any subject including a State
Subject”, pointed out Shyam
Chainani, founder-member, In-
dian National Trust for Art and
Cultural Heritage (INTACH),
at the 18th annual general
meeting of the Trust held re-
cently. But in pursuance of this,
model notifications for each hill
station would be drawn up.
Draft heritage regulations have
already been sent to
Uttaranchal and Himachal
Pradesh. Stating that interac-
tion is going on with the mili-
tary authorities for heritage

which no other legislation in
India has catered to so far. Un-
like many Acts that provide for
exemptions from permission,
the legislation in Punjab lays
down that appeals will be only
according to the law. Another
important development has
been the publication of
Hyderabad Master Plan in De-
cember 2002 covering 1856 sq.
km. including the Hyderabad
Metropolitan area, taking into
account heritage consideration.
However, heritage regulations
tend to get outdated and need
updating to plug loopholes to

cover not only building, but en-

tire compounds, precints etc.
Another INTACH founder-
member, O.P. Jain, explained
the success of the strategy of
working in a positive way with a
multiplicity of authorities in
Delhi. The basic approach
adopted was to sensitise people
to conservation, leading to ac-
tual implementation of small

regulations in cantonment ar-
eas, Chairman stated that
model regulations are now
available with INTACH Chap-
ters. The Delhi Development
Authority has agreed to include
heritage regulations as part of its
Master Plan and the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi has incor-
porated a substantial part of the
heritage regulations given to
them, but he felt there was a
need to push for a draft heritage
bill for Delhi.

Heritage regulations, which
were unknown till four or five
years ago, are now slowly being
introduced in different parts of
the country and hundreds of
heritage sites have been noti-
fied. Heritage regulations are in
place in Mumbai, Pune,
Nagpur, Mahabaleswar,
Panchgani and the surrounding
area, and Hyderabad. Heritage
regulations can be introduced
in several ways — through the
Town Planning Act, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Act (by
declaring areas as environmen-
tally sensitive areas), coastal
regulations etc. Chainani
pointed out. He stated that af-
ter Maharashtra had passed its
Heritage Act in 1994, the most
exciting development has been
the Bill passed by the Punjab
Government, which intends to
protect natural features, sites of
scenic beauty, municipal .and
non-municipal areas, all of

o by A Staff Reporter

and then bigger projects by
adopting different approaches
for different projects. He added
that before introducing a policy-
making legislation, the work has
to be quantified, involving
agencies like the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority and the De-
partment of Archaeology. The
Department of Archaeology in
Delhi, for example, has agreed
to take up the conservation of
100 more monuments in the
next two years as against just 12
monuments taken up so far.
Speaking about the activities
of the Architectural Heritage
Division, Dr. O.P. Agrawal
stated that the activities of the
Division had been widened
considerably. It not only contin-
ues to take up the preparation
of reports and actual implemen-
tation of projects, but now en-
sures re-use of old buildings and
historical places based on the
individual design and style.
The Natural Heritage Divi-
sion has diversified its activities
and has taken up rainwater har-
vesting projects in urban Delhi,
adopting concepts prevalent in
several parts of the world. The
Nainital Lakes Project in part-
nership with IIT Roorkee, and
the Urban Lake Management
Under the Urban Infrastructure
Development Programme sup-
ported by the Asian Develop-

ment Bank in Jodhpur in col-
laboration with TATA

IS0 254

The passage being d

ug inside San Thomé Basilica, between the altar and the crypt of St. Thomas. Is such excavation,

without recording, inconsonance with heritage conservation practices? (Photograph: REFLECTIONS.)

What’s happening at
San Thome Basilica?

(Continued from page 1)

basement and walls). Inside the
Cathedral, a large area, just be-
yond the crypt, had been dug
up. This, this Correspondent
was told, was to enable direct
access to the crypt by visitors
from the rear. An underground
Chapel was also to be built, he
was told.

The ‘restoration’ work is
now ten months old — it be-
gan in May 2003. Press clip-
pings have been pasted on a
board placed a few yards away
from the crypt to draw the at-
tention of visitors to the work
going on and the need for
funds. One report states that
“the Gothic architecture of the
Basilica is being restored” and
the roof and walls have been
renovated with lime water.
Other reports indicate that
restoration work carried out
earlier (perhaps during minor

renovations) was not as it
should have been. “One side of
the chapel, renovated two
years ago using Rajasthani
marble stones, has taken away
the original charm of this
wing,” states one report. An-
other report points out that
the “damage caused by seepage
of water was grave and use of
incompatible modern material
to undertake spot repairs had
eroded the historical ambience
of the Church.” Now, that
clearly means caution. But is
the situation any different to-
day? It doesn’t seem so. Cer-
tainly, there does not seem to
be any recording of what had
been replaced in the past with
what and what was now being
replaced with what. Indeed no
attempt would appear to have
been made to discover what
lies under the layers of change
that have taken place to find
out what exactly the Cathedral

was like when built and what
it should be restored to. What
is going on appears to be not
restoration work but renova-
tion and repair work.

Of particular concern at
present are the digging opera-
tions coveiing a fairly large area
close to the crypt. What effect
could such digging have on the
crypt and neighbouring areas,
leave alone the fact that buried
relics and artefacts might be re-
moved with the debris without
proper recording? Any such op-
eration at a heritage site like
this — the history of the site
goes back to the 16th Century
and the present Church to the
19th Century — needs super-
vision by experts on heritage, its
recording and its conservation
and not merely conservation
engineers, no matter how ex-
perts.

Obviously, it is now too late
to reverse what has happened.
However, Madras Musings hopes
that similar restoration at the
Churchoratanysimilar heritage
site in the future will be accom-
panied by greater discipline.

Consultancy Engineers are
some of the new initiatives and
projects being handled by the
Division for sustainable eco-
tourism development with a
peoples’ participatory approach.
Work in Jaisalmer, initiated
in the late 1980s, has made con-
siderable progress, said Bindu
Manchanda. Listing several res-
toration projects, she pointed
out that World Monuments
Watch bay placed now
Jaisalmer Fort on its 100 most
endangered monuments list.
Dr. Shobita Punja described
the projects taken up as part of
the ‘Kids for Tiger’ Programme
and the ‘Navrattan’ Prog-
ramme. Under the latter
programme, children were
made conscious of the nav-
rattans, the nine gems of their
city (three most beautiful natu-

ral heritage sites, three most
beautiful built heritage sites,
and three in living heritage, the
most important people of the
city who have ‘contributed the
most in terms of dance, drama
etc.) Consequent to the excel-
lent reponse for the programme,
it was proposed to bring out a
book by children for children on
the beautiful sites of India.

Dr. Punja mentioned that
the Central Department of Edu-
cation was likely to give
INTACH a grant of Rs. 10 lakh,
which would be utilised towards
teacher training workshops and
the setting up of Heritage
Clubs. Children who became
members of ‘Young INTACH’
would be given a badge and a
list of activities that they could
undertake to look after the heri-
tage of their city.

INTACH, it was announced,
is extending its frontiers for pro-
tection and propagating cultures
through a number of new initia-
tives, like interaction with State
Governments and grassroots
organisations. A draft bill was in
place to amend Punjab Regional
and Town Planning and Devel-
opment Atc, 1995, which would
usheranew eraof awarenessand
commitment on the part of
administators, professionals and
developers in general, and the
publicatlarge, for the protection
of historical buildings created by
master craftsmen in rural and
urban areas, as well as heritage.
The major activities of
INTACH chapters have been
focussed on heritage awareness
but now there was a need to do
much more, the meeting unani-
mously agreed.
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Silappadhikaamm is regarded
as an unsurpassed work of
Tamil literature, set in three
kingdoms in Southern India —
Chozha (Chola), Chera and
Pandyan — and is taken to be a
historical document of the
times. It does much more than
tell a tale; it paints a prismatic
picture enriched with details of
the socio-political, economic
and cultural aspects of the life
led by the people of the times,
and describes the active, all-
consuming nature of its artistic
life. Here was a sophisticated
urban community living in har-
mony with its rural counterpart,
both contributing to a lifestyle
rich and full in its appreciation
of the commercial, artistic and
spiritual facets of life. Beliefs
and religions were a matter of
individual choice, and peaceful
co-existence the norm, fre-
quently within a single family.
This was a society that cel-
ebrated beauty and artistry in all
possible fields, with equal em-
phasis laid upon ensuring the
correct performance of duties
and rituals, and on the unim-
peded course of justice. The
King was expected to uphold
the honour of the land, and was
indeed judged by his people if he
did not do so.

* * *

Taking a look at
Silappadhikaaram are:

A.R. Venkatachalapathy,

Associate professor,
Madras Institute of
Development Studies:

The Sangam period was re-
ally a period of transition from a
tribal and largely rural culture
to a more monarchical society.
From a pastoral community, so-
ciety developed initially into a
sedentary, agrarian community,
from which evolved urban
lifestyles. Silppadhikaaram, com-
ing immediately after the
Sangam period, contains the
vestigeés of that ‘transition. I
place Silappadhikaaram in the
pre-Pallava period, and after the
Thirukkural, because the latter
is actually referred to in
Silappadhikaaram and Mani-
mekalai. Monarchy was clearly a
strong presence in all three
kingdoms, with power shifting
from the assemblies of the chief-
tains to the durbar of the mon-
archs. The kingdoms, Chozha,
Chera and Pandyan, were in a
nascent stage. This was re-
flected in the manner in which
kings were not perceived as
larger than life, and were in fact
accountable to the people.

A very strong merchant class
emerged during this period, rich
and powerful, especially in its

control over maritime trade.
Their wealth was on par with
that of royalty, at times exceed-
ing it. Symbolically, Kannagi’s
anklets were filled with rubies,
while Queen Koperundevi's

were filled with pearls. The

o SILAPPADHIKAARAM, a dance-
theatre production of Cleveland
Cultural Alliance (Refer to DATES
FOR YOUR DIARY), is conceived
as a historical dance-drama. itis
the story of Kannagi, an extraor-
dinary woman who exemplified
the traits of justice, rightecus-
ness, loyalty and courage. itis to
an almost equal measure, that of
Madhavi, whose character was
far, tar above that generally
associated with her inherited
station in life, that of a courte-
san. And, it is about Kovalan,
who fiitted between these two
women with all the loyalty of a
butterfly. G. Narendra, CCA’s ar-
tistic director, is the choreogra-
pher and Bombay Jayashri
Ramnath has been commissioned
to compose the music.
Kanimozhi, with her deep knowi-
edge of Sangam literature, is
creating the lyrics and the narma-
tive script. In keeping with the
theme and the locale,
Silappadhikaaram is being cho-
reographed in the classical and
folk dance forms of South India.

Silappadhikaaram will be
performed by about twelve danc-
ers, led by Mahalakshmi. Verses,
directly from the original
Silappadhikaaram, from other
Sangam era literature and com-
posed by Kanimozhi for this pro-
duction, will form the lyrics and
the narrative. As these will be in
Sangam and contemporary
Tamil, the narrative will incorpo-
rate English so as to reach a
wider audience. The preduction
is being planned as a costume
drama.

‘maanikkam’ or ruby had always
stood superior to the pearl.
Courtesans were assertive —
their profession demanded it of
them. They were trained to se-
duce, to outwit, their arts were
elaborate and codified. The mo-
ment Madhavi began to act as
an individual responding to the
underlying unrest in Kovalan's
music with playful rejoinders of
her own, Kovalan was unable to
handle her. Society had ruled
that he, a man, would always
emerge the winner. Later, when
it was all over, Madhavi broke
the mould again, and became a
renunciate, going aginst her
training and profession, braving
her mother’s anger and disap-
pointment. She even gave her
child up to a life of asceticism..

* * *-

Anandhi Ramachandran,
faculty member (Bharata
Natyam), Kalakshetra:

Folk art appears to have

- Taking a look at
Silappadhikaaram

been highly developed. Classi-
cal dancing had evolved into an
extremeley sophisticated art
form. A dancer was also known
as a virrali, a word found in ear-
lier Sangam literature as well.
Viral refers to sathvikabhavam,
innermost feelings. A virrali
must have been capable of
showing such deep and subtle
feelings. The dance form was
not called Bharata Natyam, the
term used was Koothu, referring
to the movements, both subtle
and vigorous.

A dancer devoted her life to
the study and practice of her
art, and was accorded a certain
status in society, acknowledging
the importance of her role in
the social fabric. They were
called upon to perform on spe-
cial occasions, by both royalty
and the rich. They were a class
apart, however much they
might have been extolled and
appreciated.

EX
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P.L. Palaniappan,
Former Director, FICC],

Litterateur and scholar:

The Chettiar community of
merchants and business-folk
has very close links with this
epic. This community, soon af-
ter Kovalan’s time, is said to
have moved away from Kaveri-
puhaampattinam, another
name for Puhar, meaning the
city that was situated at the
point where the Kaveri merged
with the sea. The ‘Puham’ part
of the name became ‘Poom’
through usage, leading to the
name ‘Poompuhar.’ The com-
munity moved, in a bid to es-
cape the floods and sea erosion,
to what came to be known as
Chettinad. They have many
links with the ancient town of
Puhar. Kovalan and Kannagi
were the elite from the mer-
chant class.

Their identification was so
strong, that there is an old tra-
dition among Chettiar women
not to wear anklets, especially
after they were married, as the
ornament was thought to have
brought ruin to one of their
community. Certain rituals
practised even today were
handed down from then, some
of which occur in the epic, like
the use of the ‘arasan-anaikkal’,

a decorated pole symbolising

the king's approval for the cer-
emony, during a wedding.
There is certainly an ‘Aayar-
padi’ that exists even today near
Madurai. The name given to

- the women who churned butter

was ‘Aayachiar’, hence ‘Aayar-

padi’ denoting where they lived. .
It is also referred to by the saint

Andal, in the ‘Thirupaavar’ as
the place where Kannan (or

Krishna) was brought up, in the
domain of cowherds: There are
folk-songs of that area called
‘Kuravai'.

The Sangam period probably
saw the flourishing of the
‘devadasi’ system at its peak,
which was a fall-out of a time
that certainly was devoted to
the fine arts and the recording
of it.

The merchant community of
the time went east to ply their
trade, to Java, Sumatra, Sri
Lanka. Trade was largely the
export of precious gems like ru-
bies and pearls. The merchant
community was given prefer-
ence next to the king. If not roy-
alty, they were certainly the no-
bility, very like business icons of
today. The kings depended on
this community for financial
help very often. It was this com-
munity that paid taxes.

* % ¥

Kanimozhi Karunanidhi,
writer, poet and lyricist:

The literature is divided into
‘Agam’ and ‘Puram’. ‘Puram’
contains all that can be talked
about, discussed, and described
to everyone. ‘Agam’ refers to all
those emotions and parts of
one’s life that lie within, all
those areas of life that cannot be
put into words. Under ‘Puram’
come facets like bravery, char-
ity, morality and war, among
others. ‘Agam’ has to do with
love, with such feelings.

The literature of the time
had rules and conventions that
were eventually codified. Differ-
ent classifications of love came
under the purview of Thurai,
while classifications of nature
— Kurunji, Mullai, Marudham,
Neithal, and Paalai — to express
emotion and explain situations
came under ‘Thinai’. Nature as
represented by flowers, seasons,
animals was often used to ex-
press ideas and emotions, as was
the time of day.

* * *

Mannar Srinivasan,
scholar, roving editor, Sruthi

A study of Silappadhikaaram
shows that Ilango Adigal was
influenced by older texts, like
the  Tholkappiyam, the
Thirukkural and Sangam litera-
ture. Silappadhikaaram differs in
character from other famous
epics. It is said to be one based
on local folk-lore.

The author takes a rich
young man about town, from
what was' known as the
‘nagaratthaar’ community, and
his wife and then pits them
against a king. In a way, this was
to show that the emerging mer-
chant class could in fact match
royalty. There was already an
atmosphere of competition be-

tween kshatriyas and’ vaishyas,

between- royalty and the in-
creasingly powerful business
community in those times. Each
section of society had allocated
duties, which were two-fold —
what one was expected to
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by A.V. llango.

achieve, and what one must do
in return. There were very spe-
cific functional classifications
prescribed, with each person
having a place and role in soci-
ety. -

% * *

Dr. V. Arasu, Professor
and Head, Department of
Tamil Literature,
University of Madras:

In the Tamil context, the
origin of the word ‘Sangam’ is
based on a story in a 11th cen-
tury book called ‘Irraiyanaar
Kalaviyal Urai’. In that book,
the author talks of three
‘Sangams’ that once existed.
Each Sangam lasted for a cer-
tain period of time, and con-
sisted of a certain number of
poets. The time-frame was di-
vided into ‘Mudhal’ — first;
‘Idai’ — middle; and ‘Kadai' —
last. There are a total of 36
texts, of which the first 18 were
classified as Sangam literature,
the subsequent 18 texts were
said to contain other works
such as the Thirukkural.

The development of the
State described in the epic pro-
vides a clue to its possible era.
References to the State are far
less in Sangam literature. The
emergence of a strong business
community is anothr indication
that this epic probably came at
the very end of the Sangam pe-
riod. There are references to Sri
Lankan kings in the epic, who
were in fact in power at the
time, as history points out. All
this evidence, many scholars
believe, sets this epic some-
where between 2 AD and 5 AD.

“Alankara Saashtram”, the
art of adornment, be it appear-
ance or the description of it, was
a vital literary technique, a rich
tradition found in both Sanskrit
and Tamil literature. In Tamil
literature, it inclined towards
Nature and, in this, the litera-
ture is unique. Nature was
equated to emotions and situa-
tions. ‘

Nature was worshipped in it-
self. Deities were few, and small.
Temples, the way we under-
stand them, came later. The
sun, the trees, rain — these
were worshipped. An area of
worship was probably a hal-
lowed comer where an ascetic
sat in meditation, or gave dis-
courses. Today, you will find
traces of this form of worship in
remote villages.
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(Current Affairs questions are
from the period February16th
to 29th. Questions 11 to 20
pertain to Tamil Nadu and
Chennai.)

1. Who won both the senior Na-
tional men’s snooker and billiards
titles recently?

2. Name the legendary Holocaust
survivor and Nazi-hunter who
has been given a honorary
knighthood by Queen Elizabeth
II.

3. Name the famous consumer
advocate who is contemplating
competing as an independent in
this year’s U.S. Presidential elec-
tions.

4, Name the director of such
popular films as Guide, Jewel Thief
etc. (one of the Anand brothers)
who passed away recently.

5. Where near Chennai is the
world's largest software develop-
ment campus scheduled to come
up!

6. Name the richest Indian (with
a net worth of $6.7 billion)
according Forbes’ list.

7. On the above theme, name the
three richest individuals on the
planet.

8. Shoko Asahara, who has now
been sentenced to death for the
big gas attack in a Tokyo subway
in 1995, is the leader of which
apocalyptic sect?

9, Name the Haitian president
who fled his country following
unrest in the country.

10. Who won the Best Actor and
Actress Oscars at this year’s func-

tion?
X * *

11. Where in Tamil Nadu is the
Zero Point for the water from the
Kandaleru dam in A.P.?

12. Which famous danseuse and
cultural icon’s birth centenary fell
on February 29th?

13. What replacement, for better
road safety management, is being
done to traffic signals in the city?

14. Which Tuticorin-based pri-
vate bank is to revert to the
Nadar community-fold?

15. What social service does the
new telephone number 1253 pro-
vide?

16. On the above theme, what is
the ‘Green Line’ in Chennai?
17. Which eminent Chennaiite
has been roped in as brand am-
bassador for ‘Stop TB Partner-
ship’, a forum of agencies work-
ing for control of tuberculosis?

18. Which poet-cum-film lyricist
made his film debut with
Bharathiraja’s Nizahalgal?
19. Name the founder of Vijaya
Hospitals and a Dadasaheb
Phalke Award-winner who
passed away recently.
20. Simple one to round off with.
When will the Tamil Nadu voter
go to the polls in the coming Lok
Sabha elections?

(Answers on page 7)

in the

Barely 6 inches long, with a
striped body, beady eyes,
pointed nose and a bushy tail,
squirrels are fascinating to
watch. And if you have been as
lucky as I have to rear one for
nearly two years, you will be-
come a slave to their impish
charm.

Every tree abounds with
squirrels. Jumping, leaping,
hanging upside down, spiralling
madly up and down and some-
times startling you by landing at
your feet — a missed jump? —
their movements are a trapeze
artist’s envy. Personal care is an
important occupation. Every

“microinch of the body comes in

for a thorough scratching and
licking. Parts beyond the reach
of the tongue are cleaned by
licking a paw and using it to
wipe the elusive spot. It is pure
entertainment to watch how
the tiny little chest is cleaned.
From trapeze artist to clown,
their transformation is com-
plete. The toiletries end with a
quick brush of the tail. Squirrel-
watching can keep us amused
for hours. I have seen old and
young avidly follow their antics
with chuckles and hoots of
laughter.

Squirrels build untidy nests
(curtains and carpets being the
preferred material), precari-
ously balanced in the fork of a
branch. Not surprisingly, they
are knocked down to the
ground — with their squirming
contents — when a strong wind
or curious intruder nudges
them. Finders generally attempt
to raise the little ones using ink
fillers and cotton soaked in milk
to feed them. Some squirrels are
quite domesticated and bold
enough to enter homes and ac-
cept food from our fingers. But
the slightest sound or move-
ment sends them scurrying
away. My great grandmother
had a great fondness for all ani-
mals. I have heard my grand-
mother recount how she had
tied a string of beads around the
neck of one of her frequent
friends, for easy identification.
How she managed to do it still
remains a mystery to me.

My first encounter with baby
squirrels happened a long time
ago while still at school. My
mother had rescued three of
them and placed them in a
shoebox, nestled in soft cotton.
But unfortunately, the milk we
fed them did not agree with
them and they all died.

I continued to be captivated
by these furry little creatures
and watched them whenever
and wherever I could. Those
were the days when there were
trees aplenty and enough time

Squirrel

house

during holidays and after home-
work to just “stand and gaze”.
Only much later, while in col-
lege, did I get another opportu-
nity to raise a squirrel. Our col-
lege campus had a wealth of
trees and baby squirrels falling
out of trees was commonplace.
But luckily, my classmate Raji
rescued one. Being in the hos-
tel, Raji could not keep the
squirrel and I offered to become
the surrogate mother.

The new arrival was wel-
comed at home and my mother
in her enthusiasm named the
squirrel Rama — so carried away
was she by the tales of Rama
and his squirrel helpers. We
kept Rama in a wire basket and
watched him go round in dizzy
circles until he fell asleep in the
pile of cloth at the bottom.
Rama was not a helpless infant

stare. Sometimes he would
come in on being called. But he
never failed to return home at
night. “Has Rama come home?”
became the automatic question
when one came home in the
late evening.

Rama was now expanding
his taste for food. He wandered
over the dining table tasting
scraps of food dropped by the
plate. Much to our astonish-
ment, scrambled eggs and fish
became his favourite food.
Sometimes he would make a
quick snatch from the edge of
the plate. Karaboondhi was an-
other hit. He would pick up in-
dividual boondhis, hold it be-
tween his paws and munch it
with relish.

The biggest surprise of all
came when Rama was about six
months old. Rama began to
build a nest. It dawned on us
that Ramya would have been a
more appropriate name. But
Rama came in for no name
change. The nest-building pro-
gressed in a haphazard manner.
The spot chosen was one where
birds and other squirrels had
nested earlier. It was in the liv-

o by JAVANTHI

but grown enough to feed on his
own. Milk, which he sipped
delicately from a plate with his
tiny pink tongue, fruits and nuts
were his favourite food.

I used to release him at first
for short intervals and later for
much longer periods from his
cage. He was very happy run-
ning and leaping on the furni-
ture and all over us as well. The
trust with which he sat on my
shoulder or nestled in my
clothes was extremely touching.
Rama kept us entertained and
was the centre of attraction
when visitors called. He would
snatch up tiny morsels of food,
go sit at a height and crunch his
way through it.

And then one day, Rama es-
caped into the trees and my
world nearly came to an end. |
thought I would never see him
again. But I was more afraid for
him as he was not used to being
on his own. That night I went
to bed in a sad state of mind.
Frantic scratching sounds woke
me. | switched on the light to
meet Rama’s beady-eyed stare
from the top of the cupboard.
Rama had come home for the
night!

A new routine began for
Rama. He went in and out of
the house at will, returning
home when hungry, sleepy or
both. We got used to him jump-
ing on us while asleep or read-
ing. He would appear at the
window of the room where he
heard voices. During the way
we would catch sight of him on
one of our many trees, and
would call out or whistle to him.
Rama would promptly stop and

ing room, above the telephone,
where there was a niche created
by our antique wiring. It could
easily accommodate the nest
and being next to a window, it
was easily accessible. Rama per-
severed in her task of bringing
scraps of material and coir
rolled up in a tight bundle held
between her teeth. She then
took it up to the nest and spent
some time there. I presumed she
must have been flattening it
into a semblance of a bed. To
save her so many trips up and
down we began to offer her bits
of cloth to take up. This was the
first of many such nests she was
going to build in and around the
house. Like clockwork, every
three months she began her
nest building activity. It was a
different spot each time: table
draws, electricity boxes, tops of
cupboards were all made use of.
She never built a nest in the
trees. In course of time we
realised missing socks and my
grandmother’s soft white
blouses had found their way
into her nest. We would even-
tually find them when the nest
was abandoned.

Rama was not a very good
parent when it came to protect-
ing her babies. She would ab-
sent herself from the nest for
hours. Once the young ones be-
gan to move, it was the com-
bined duty of my grandparents,
parents and myself to keep vigil.
Despite our efforts they would
stray out and get snatched up by
the ever-watchful crows. Hardly
one and mostly none would sur-
vive from each litter. This is
perhaps nature’s way of control-

ling the prolific squirrel popula-
tion.

Rama endeared herself to us
in many ways. She would open
boxes with dexterity. She got
her front teeth in the gap be-
tween the lid and the box and
jerked the lid off. The din of a
stainless steel lid hitting the
floor alerted us that was hunt-
ing for food. My grandmother
used to read the newspaper af-
ter lunch, seated in her
favourite chair. As this chair
was en route to Rama’s nest, she
would urge my grandmother
with a gentle nip to get up from
there.

Only one of Rama’s count-
less offspring continued to live
with her. He (we had got it right
this time) was a bossy fellow
who would snatch the food from
his mother with a slap to her
face. There was however one
peculiarity of Rama (and other
squirrels) which I could not
quite fathom. It is the frenzied
shrieking fits they get into. I
heard it once after Rama lost an
offspring. But I also witnessed it
many times for no understand-
able reason. Loud noises like the
cracking of a branch or a tyre
burst also seem to set it off!

Rama lived with us for nearly

- two years. It was at the time of

my grandmother’s demise that
she went missing. We will never
know how or why. The house
was full of people and she was
probably scared off by the crowd.
I was not always there when she
came for her food. Besides, it was
at the same time that a cat
moved in with us. Foralong time
afterwards, I used to look long-
ingly at the many squirrels in our
garden. [ would call and whistle,
hoping one would stop and lis-
ten. | even imagined some did.
But Rama never came back. A
tiny part of the wilderness had
deigned to share her life with us
forabrief period and we were the
richer for it.

A few years ago, a squirrel
began to visit our dining room,
picking up crumbs from the
floor. We would sit absolutely
still trying not to disturb it. It
became bolder, jumping on to
the chair and even taking food
from our fingers. But it never
ventured further and soon
stopped coming. I still enjoy the
sight of a squirrel and the tama-
rind tree in front of my window
is a haven for squirrels. Even as

I type this, I can see a squirrel at ~

its toilet, with a twitch of its tail
another has just vanished out of
sight and one more is in hot

chase of an intruder. — (Cour-
tesy: CPREEC.) '

s
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- A magnificent

obsession

Srinivasa Narayana Iyengar blazed a trail
as a performer on the gotuvadyam

otuvadyam Karukurichi

Srinivasa Narayana lyen-
gar died in the year 1959 when
he was just 56 years old. Almost
half a century later and on the
occasion of his birth centenary,
his descendants, old-timers and
music connoisseurs remember
the quality of his music. It lin-
gers in their ears and in their
memory. As they vividly remi-
nisce about it, we go back in
time and return with the story
of the man, his music and his
musical instrument — the
gotuvadyam.

At Bhoothapandy in today’s
Kanyakumari district (then part
of Travancore State), lived
Srinivasa Iyengar, a PWD over-
seer, and his wife Srivaraman-
gai. Srinivasa Iyengar belonged
to the village of Karukurichi in
Tirunelveli district. One of their
seven children was a son born
on 25th January 1903 whom
they named Narayana. The boy
displayed a marked proclivity
for music from a young age.
Srinivasa Iyengar was a good
violinist. However, he tried to
dissuade his children from tak-
ing to classical music even as a
hobby. The forbidden fruit be-
ing the most tempting, Naraya-
na was irresistibly drawn to the
world of notes. On several oc-
casions, he slipped away from
his school at Pattamadai (in
Tirunelveli district) and prac-
tised music in secrecy. One day,
the spell of music lured him to
the neighbouring village where
a great vidwan was performing
at a marriage. After the perfor-
mance was over the boy slept
there and had to be retrieved by
his anxious father. Music was
thereafter to be an integral part
of Nayayana'’s life. He discon-
tinued college in favour of train-
ing in music. Srinivasa Iyengar

arukurichi Srinivasa Naraya
Iyengar.

placed his son under the tute-
lage of Kodaganallur Subbiah
Bhagavatar, a fine vocalist and
instrumentalist. It is said that he
belonged to the sishya param-
para of Tyagaraja. The instru-
ment that he handled was the
little-known gotuvadyam or
some version of it. The guru saw
that his new student had a fine
voice and an innate knowledge
of music and took special inter-
est in the boy's progress. The
solitude of the Mahendragiri
hills in Tirunelveli district, near
his hometown, with its small old
Vishnu temple that was rarely
visited in those days, afforded
Narayana the facility to perfect
his vocal music skills. Very
soon, he matured into a fine
vocalist. However, he felt a
great fascination for the musical
instrument in his guru’s house.
He pleaded with his guru to let
him have it. Subbiah Bhaga-
vatar gladly gifted it to him.
Thereafter,  Narayana
Iyengar devoted his entire being
to the practice of the instru-
ment. Even after he blazed a
trail as a performer on the
gotuvadyam, Narayana lyengar
used to practise by himself in
places such as Tumburu Teer-
tha, a waterfall in the heart of
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the Tirupati hills accessible only
after a long trek. Soon, his mu-
sic caught the attention of a re-
doubtable master in the field,
Sakharama Rao.

His disciples, among whom
Semmangudi Srinivasa Iyer was
the most famous, included
Gotuvadyam Narayana lyengar
and Veena Devakottai Nara-
vana Iyengar. '

By 1922 when he was just
nineteen, Narayana lyengar
had gained mastery over the
gotuvadyam and the subject of
music. Narayana Iyengar was
also an artiste with other di-
mensions. A book carries a ref-
erence to him as a painter and a
photographer. A diary entry
dated February 4, 1922 interest-
ingly reveals that he studied at
the Ravi Varma School at Arts
in Tiruvananthapuram and
dabbled in photography as well.
But when it came to choice of
career, all others including
painting and photography were
accorded back seats. Even at a
very young age, Narayana
Iyengar acquired the status of a
court musician in Travancore
State, where his elder brother
Padmanabha Iyengar was work-
ing as a police inspector.

There is mention in articles
written about Narayana Iyengar
that he performed before Ma-
hatma Gandhi in Hyderabad
sometime in the 1920s and even
played Vaishnava janato in
Sindhubhairavi before him.
Sarojini Naidu, it is said, sent
him a letter of appreciation con-
veying Mahatma Gandhi's hap-
piness.

At this time, (Nalvadi)
Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV was
the ruler of the Princely State
of Mysore. The Wodeyar dy-
nasty was a great patron of mu-
sic and the arts. Muthiah
Bhagavatar had occasion to lis-
ten to the music of Narayana
Iyengar at Veeravanallur in
Tirunelveli district. He was so
impressed that he put the
navaratna necklace he was
wearing round Narayana
Iyengar’s neck. He decided that
this music was fit for the ears of
his king and invited lyengar to
visit the royal court. When
Narayana lyengar reached the
royal palace, Muthiah
Bhagavatar was absent and
some of the asthana vidwans
were first asked to listen to the
music of Narayana Iyengar.
They, it is said, were not quite
happy about his joining the

| court. It was later that the Ma-

haraja, chancing to hear

he chitraveena (also known

as gotuvadyam) can broadly
be said to be similar to the veena
in appearance but with one sig-
nificant difference - it has no
frets. It also bears some similar-
ity to the vichitra veena of the
North and the Hawaiian guitar.
The pear-shaped bowl of the
gotuvadyam is scooped out of a
block of wood. It has a hollow
stem made of resonant wood,
about 32 inches long and four
inches wide. It has a flat top and
is set on two chambers: the main
sound chamber is made of wood
and a secondary resonator is
made of gourd. Basically, the
gotuvadyam today consists of six
or seven main strings, which
pass over the bridge placed on
top of the bowl. There are three
side strings for the drone and to
provide rhythmic effect. Be-
sides, 12 sympathetic strings
also pass over a small bridge be-
neath the main bridge. Music is
created by moving a cylindrical
piece of heavy polished wood or
horn over the strings. With a
possible range of five to five-
and-a-half octaves, the instru-
ment is capable of reproducing
almost all that a vocalist can pro-
duce. Basically an instrument
ideal for solo performances, this
instrument has been in vogue in
South India at least for the past
150 years. Thanjavur is noted

Gotuvadyam
— its evolution and growth

for the manufacture of this in-
strument, especially with elabo-
rate ornamentation and silver
mounting. _ :

The Natya Sastra of Bharata
contains the earliest reference to
this instrument under two
names -~ chitraveena and
vipanchi veena. It is described as
a seven-stringed instrument
played with fingers and a device
- the kona. The Sangeeta
Ratnakara (12th century AD)
also refers to this instrument.
However, over the years, the in-
strument was also known by
several other names, such as
mahanataka veena, Hanumad
veena and gotuvadyam.

Narayana Iyengar, in his
notebook, has written a small
paragraph on this instrument.
He titled it “Why the name
Gotuvadyam?”

“Thus, the true name of the
instrument is mahanataka
veena. But my guru always re-
ferred to it as Gotuvadyam. He
was a Maharashtra brahmin and
gotu in that language refers to a
cylindrical piece of wood or
horn. As this instrument essen-
tially requires a very smooth cy-
lindrical piece of wood or horn
to produce a melody of continu-
ous sequence out of the strings,
this instrument is known com-
monly today as gotuvadyam.”

LD

Narayana Iyengar play, took
him into his musical entourage.

Another version comes from
Belakawadi Srinivasa lyengar,
asthana vidwan of the Mysore
Royal Court, in his article in the
Narayana Iyengar centenary
commemoration volume: “Way
back, in the year 1928, when |
was around eighteen years, my
guru Harikesanallur Muthiah
Bhagavatar, hosted a party for
all the asthana vidwans of
Mysore. On that occasion, the
Bhagavatar showed the instru-
ment named gotuvadyam, not
so well known in Mysore State
at the time and also introduced
its player. After listening to the
performance, the vidwans
present were spellbound by the
melody of the instrument and
applauded the musician who

played it so well. Later, a con- .

cert was arranged at the palace.
Pleased with the performance,
the King Nalvadi Krishnaraja
Wodeyar enquired of Muthiah
Bhagavatar whether the musi-
cian would serve the courtas an

asthana vidwan. The artiste,
very happy with the honour, ac-
cepted the offer and was imme-
diately appointed by the Maha-
raja. He was none other than
Gotuvadyam Narayana lyengar,
specially brought to Mysore
from Madras by Muthiah Bha-
gavatar.”

Chitraveena Narasimhan,
has been the torch-bearer of his
father’s tradition. Of his train-
ing Narasimhan says, “My fa-
ther never formally trained me.
I picked up by merely listening
to him day and night. In fact my
first gotuvadyam performance
took place four days after my
father’s death, that is, on the
14th of January 1959”. Today,
Narasimhan has passed the
torch on to his son Chitraveena
Ravikiran - the child prodigy
who startled the music world in
1969 at the age of two. Nara-
simhan’s nephew Ganesh too

 helps in holding the family flag

aloft. (Courtesy: Sruti)
Lakshmi Devnath

-An.swers to Quiz

1. Alok Kumar; 2. Simon
Wiesenthal; 3. Ralph Nader; 4.
Vijay Anand; 5. The Infosys campus
at Mahindra City just past Marai-
malainagar; 6. Azim Premji; 7. Aum
Shinrikyu; 8. Bill Gates ($46 billion),

Warren Buffett ($42.9 billion) and -

Karl Albrecht ($23 billion); 9. Jean

Bertrand Aristide; 10. Sean Penn

and Chrlize Theron.
%

* %

11. Near Uthukottai; 12.
Rukmini Devi Arundale; 13. All 133
conventional traffic bulb signals will
be replaced with LEDs; 14.
Tamilnad Mercantile Bank; 15. In-
formation about harassment of a se-
nior citizen; 16. It's a dedicated tele-

‘phone line [9840140103) for com-

plaint about air and noise pollution;
17. AR Rahman; 18. Vairamuthu;
19. B. Nagi Reddi; 20. May 10th.
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An inspiration
called Robin Singh

A bout five years ago, when [
ad a chance conversation
with India’s former Little Mas-
ter Sunil Gavaskar on the musi-
cal chair race over the choice of
an ideal Indian cricket captain,
I was tempted to boldly ask him
about the then Tamil Nadu
captain Robin Singh’s pros-
pects. Surprisingly, without
much hesitation, Sunil ac-
cepted my suggestion and added
that Robin would be an ideal
choice as he had it in him to
lead the country in a game that
is almost a religion in India.
The provocation for this sug-
gestion from my side was of
course the fact that Robin had
led Tamil Nadu in the Ranji
Trophy with tremendous gusto
and had certainly elevated the
confidence level of the boys in
the mid-1990s. Tamil Nadu had
begun showing a different kind

of temperament in the tourna--

ment, both at the South Zone
level, and in the knock-out
stage. Those days, three teams
from each zone qualified for the
knock-out and, invariably,
Tamil Nadu figured on top of
the zone despite Karnataka and
Hyderabad fielding strong
teams as well.

It is sad that Robin decided
to hang up his boots on January
24, 2004. A year ago, when [
asked him why he had given up
playing for Tamil Nadu, his
prompt and candid reply was
that when he was not consid-
ered worthy to represent the
country, why should he con-
tinue to play for the state and
hinder the opportunity of a bud-
ding youngster. 1 was flabber-
gasted when he told me that
one of the senior selectors in the

National Selection Committee
had told him curtly. that he had

no chance of representing India

in the 2003 World Cup as he .

would complete 40 years of age!
What a silly assessment!
Fitness and sincere commit-
ment were the hallmarks of
Robin Singh. The tigerish zeal
with which he ran near impos-
sible singles or converted ones
into twos in one-dayers and the
panther-like prowl while field-
ing and stopping runs will be

® by
Bhaskeran Thomas.

sights that will be etched in our
memories for a long time to
come.

It is said that the Indian cap-
tain of the early 1990s,
Mohammed Azharuddin, him-
self a brilliant fielder, had always
wanted Robin in the side. But
Azhar was given the short shrift
by the then selectors, who were
prejudiced against Tamil Nadu
players. No player from Tamil
Nadu was considered even for
the India ‘A’ teams of that pe-
riod, which played far fewer
games than at present and,
Robin was one of them.

Came the Titan Cup tourna-
ment in the latter half of 1996
for which a new selection panel
headed by the late Indian fast
bowler Ramakant Desai
brought Robin Singh into the
side. What a dream start, the
Tamil Nadu skipper had against
the Australians at Mohali.
Though he did not have a great
start as a batsman, scoring just
siX, his bowling skill earned him
a permanent place in the Indian

team thereafter at least for the
ODlIs. Robin never looked back
after this game and became a
regular member of the Indian
ODI team for trips to South Af-
rica and the West Indies.

Meanwhile, he forged an ex-
cellent rapport with Ajay Jadeja
in the Indian middle order bat-
ting and the pair turned many a
game in India's favour by their
innovative running between
wickets. It was a treat to watch
this pair at the crease chasing
huge targets.

Robin had a pretty useful
outing in the 1999 World Cup
in England when he bowled In-
dia to a big win over Sri Lanka
at Taunton picking up 5 for 31
off nine overs and later scoring
75 in the Super Six stage against
Australia. In all, Robin played
in 136 ODIs for India and
scored 2,336 runs that included
one century (against Sri Lanka)
and nine fifties. It was a cred-
ible performance as he nearly
always came at the tail-end of
the Indian innings in many a
game and played more for his
team than for his self-accom-
plishment. He also bagged 69
wickets. He was a fantastic
fielder and his 33 catches do not
reflect his true potential as a
fielder.

Robin’s brilliant perfor-
mance for Tamil Nadu in the
domestic circuit can never be
forgotten. One of his most
memorable knocks was the un-
beaten 183 he scored against
Mumbai in the second semi fi-
nal played in Mumbai in April
2000. In 1996, he bowled Tamil
Nadu to its first-ever win
against Mumbai at Tirunelveli
with a match-winning spell of 7

R DS

Robin Singh.

for 54 in the second innings. In
January 2002, he bowled un-
changed on a hot afternoon at
the Guru Nanak College
ground and took 3 for 12 off 13
overs and helped beat Mumbai
in the pre-quarter final game.
He also led Tamil Nadu to vic-
tories over Delhi in 1996 and
2001 by big margins. It was
Robin who made the Tamil
Nadu boys believe that both
Mumbai and Delhi could be
beaten.

Robin began playing for
Tamil Nadu in the 1982-82 se-
ries as a tearaway fast bowler.
But he mellowed down and be-
came one of the shrewdest
cricketing brains for the side.
His contribution was no little
when Tamil Nadu won the
Ranji Trophy in 1987. He
played in 228 matches in the
domestic circuit and made
4,057 runs, bagged 150 wickets.

Robin successfully led the
India Under-19 team as coach
to England (2002).

The best part of these perfor-
mances as coach was his ability
to make good players out of un-
known names; Hyderabad’s
Ambatti Rayadu is one such
Robin discovery.

He was a coach cast in a dif-
ferent temperament. He would
be right in the middle of the field
with the boys, be it at the Na-
tional Academy or the MAC
Spin Foundation in Chennai.
His enthusiansm to share his ex-
periences with the boys needs to
be seen in person than to be
heard.— (Courtesy: Straight
Bat.)

March 19: British Business Social
Club (BBSC): The BBSC Quiz

Night is always a popular event.
Contact Mike Eliseou on 5210

9942, e-mail: mike@swift-
online.com for warning-in.

March 22: Village scenes of India, an
exhibition of paintings by a group
of artists. (At Prakrit Art Gal-
lery.)

March 25: Spread over six days
Kalakshetra Foundation will
stage six parts of Ramayana. (At
Kalakshetra Foundation, 6.30
p.m.)

March 26: Pottery Studio from
Delhi presents pottery, lamps
and designer furniture in earth
colours. (At Vimonisha.)

March 27: Theatre group from
Pondicherry will perform
Moliere’s play Mains Sales. (At
Alliance Fracaise.)

March 28: Thaye Sahebha, A
Kanada film with English sub-
titles by Girish Kasaravalli. Pow-
erful images of a time when In-
dia was embroiled in a political
conflict. (At Film Chamber The-
atre, 6.30 p.m.)

March 29: Narkalikkarar (Man in
Power), written by N. Muthu-
swamy, Directed by Prof. S.
Ramanujam performed by
Koothu-p-Pattarai. (At Max
Mueller Bhavan, 7.00 p.m.)

April 3: Into The Blue by Jan Pusch
Repertory. Solo I: Detlef
Alexander and Solo II: Wobine
Bosch, Solo III: Paula Scherf.

“In three brilliant solos, the
choreographer, Jan Pusch, elabo-
rates on a new body language,
new video games. (At Kamaraj
Memorial Hall, 7.00 p.m.)

April 8: Roberta Swedien (piano)
and Rudolfs Putans (clarinet)
playing Johnannes Brahms’
Sonaten fur Klavier und Klarinette:
Opus 120. (At Museum Theatre,
7.00 p.m.)

April 4: Cleveland Cultural Alli-
ance presents a dance theatre
production of the great Indian
classic Silappadhikaaram ... a
story of women of substance. (At

The Music Academy, 6.00 p.m.)
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Madras Musings is supported as a public service by the following organisations:
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