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What a wonderful present he's got for
his first birthday. He can watch movie
clips, listen to songs, take pictures,
browse the Net... He just loves it!

Ur 2 much

It’s been a while since adults made
eye-contact’ with-the springtime-
of-their-lives generation, who ei-
ther are constantly looking at the
palms of their hands, or are hold-
ing an ear, as if in fear that this
useful attachment will suddenly
take flight.

And the culprit behind these
strange goings-on?!

The getting-tinier-and-more-com-
plex-by-the-minute, ubiquitous
cell-phone.

Isn’t it amazing how children who
display abysmal motor skills while

‘cleaning their rooms have no
trouble sending SMS messages,
fingers moving with manic, yet
unerring, speed — without once
looking at the keys?

They .also conduct simultaneous
conversations — one courtecus
and verbal; and the other silent
and rather unique in its use of let-
ters.

If it isn't messages, it is games,
played on this combination of
mere communication tool and
unbelievably sophisticated toy.

As for that ‘Download ring tunes’
stuff, only people whose fond chil-
dren have ‘down-loaded’ tunes ex-
pressing emotions slightly inap-
propriate to the former's discreet
age and (presumed) venerable
wisdom, know the meaning of the
term ‘feeling foolish’.

What'’s worse, with so many adults

still a little techno-challenged, too:

frightened to attempt to access
even voice-mail for instance,
there’s not a thing to be done ex-
cept wait for the pesky kids to
come back from wherever; and re-
store respectability.

Incidentally, all this adult tut-
tutting merely proves that scoffing
and pretending disinterest has al-
ways been the mature way to deal }
with inferiority complexes.

Ranjitha Ashok

State an all-round
first

(By Sashi Nair)

amil Nadu was the overall
best performer in the

1990s, according to the Delhi-

based Centre for Policy Alter-
natives’ detailed study of the
progress made in the four south-
ern states in economic and so-
cial development. Shrugging off
the inertia of the 1980s, the four
southern states together re-
corded an economic growth
rate of 6 per cent, not only bet-
tering the national GDP growth
of 5.6 per cent, but also surging
ahead of the North and West
behind whom South had lagged
in the earlier decade. The big
surprise, however, was that
Andhra Pradesh lagged behind
in a host of parameters, quite
contrary to popular perception.
The recent election results con-
firmed this assessment.

While Karnataka continued
its traditional lead in the human
development index, Tamil
Nadu, by keeping ahead of the
national GDP growth rates for
the Eighth, Ninth and Tenth
Plan periods, showed encourag-
ing results. The State’s per
capita GDP of Rs. 14,592.90
was well ahead of the all-
India per capita figure of
Rs 11,625.20.

- However, though Tamil
Nadu's incidence of poverty in-
dex dropped by an impressive
30.6 per cent, from 51.7 per
cent in 1983 to 21.1 per cent in
2001, it figured last on this pa-
rameter. Kerala revealed a 40.4
per cent change, bringing the
incidence of poverty down to
12.7 per cent; Karnataka im-
proved from 38.2 per cent to 20
per cent; and Andhra Pradesh
took second spot with a figure
of 15.8 per cent. Nevertheless,
the number of poor shrunk by
more than half in Tamil Nadu,
from 260.1 lakh in 1983 to 130
 lakh in 2001 (the corresponding
figure in AP was 45.6 lakh).

In the area of foodgrain pro-

duction, Tamil Nadu, with a
yield of 2,461 kg per hectare,
ranked No. 1. Kerala, with a
yield of 2094 kg per hectare,
came second while, surprisingly,
Karnataka’s yield was only
1,412 kg per hectare, placing it
behind Andhra Pradesh as well.
However, Karnataka, during
1990-2000, displayed the best
growth rate (55.2 per cent); TN
improved by 30 per cent in this
period.

On the industrial front too,
Tamil Nadu was the leader. Its
gross industrial output of Rs.
15,523 dwarfed AP's Rs. 7,707,
which was even lower than the
all-India average of Rs. 8,965.
In terms of value addition, TN,
with Rs. 2,517, was ahead of the

(Continued on Page 4)

The old Elphinstone Bndge over the Adyar has been cleared of the ;ungle
(above) that had over-run it for some years now. What next? Are the pipes piled
up at one end of it (below) going to take the place of the ‘jungle’? Or is the bridge
to be made into a promenade as had once been suggested? If a promenade it is 1o
be, where are these giant pipes headed?.(Photographs: REFLECTIONS.)

Loyola, Presidency, India’s best,
but what’s happened to Law?

oyola and Presxdency,
Chennai, remain two of
India’s best colleges, according
to the India Today-ORG-
MARG survey of colleges across
major streams. While Loyola
was rated India’s best college for
Arts, Presidency was ranked the
country’s best for Science.
Tamil Nadu colleges did not fig-
ure as well in Commerce, Medi-
cal and Engineering, while in
Law, Chennai's Law College
was nowhere on the board.
Madras Christian, together
with Loyola and Presidency,
features in the top ten in Arts,
Science and Commerce, while
Madras Medical College and

Christian Medical College,-

Vellore, are among the top five
in Medicine. The Indian Insti-
tute of Technology, Chennai,
and Anna University are
ranked among the top ten in

Engineering.

(By
Special Correspondent)

In the Arts stream, Loyola
College, with its “liberal atmo-
sphere” and focus on under-
graduate rather than postgradu-
ate students, is, as in 2003,
ahead of such institutions as St.
Xavier’s College, Kolkata, St.
Xavier’s, Mumbai, Delhi’s St.
Stephen’s, Kolkata's Presi-
dency, and Delhi's Lady Shri
Ram, Hindu College and
Miranda House.

An autonomous college,
Loyola’s innovative courses,
such as medical sociology and
human rights, are not only aca-
demically excellent but have
also proved extremely popular.
Students at Loyola have the
freedom to opt for a variety of
courses, but basic courses like
heritage and world religion are
mandatory for all. By working in

Corporation schools and slums,
students practise what they
learn. An orientation -course,
free of cost, for Plus-2 students
from the poorer classes is- pro-
vided and the College, with
generous concessions, admits
those who perform well, the re-
port adds. Loyola’s placement
wing and the Loyola Institute of
Business  Administration
(LIBA) have provided employ-
ers with excellent candidates.

Presidency College, Chennai
which, in 2002, was ranked
No.1 Arts college is now at No.
7 and Madras Christian is at No.
10 (it was judged the 3rd best in
2002). Included in the city-wise
ranking for Chennai are Stella
Maris and Queen Mary's in this
category. '

In the Science stream,

Loyola College is placed third,
(Continued on Page 2)
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Here's what MPs want to do for Chennai

o sooner they were elected

than Chennai’s three Mem-
bers of Parliament announced
what they would like to do on a
priority basis for the city.

North Chennai MP C.
Kuppusamy wants to find a per-
manent solution to the sea ero-
sion problem that’s washing away
the coast between Harbour and
Tiruvottriyur at a galloping rate.
“Along the lines of what has been
done for the Mumbai coast,” he
said, whatever that is. He also
would like work started on a
four-lane highway between
Chennai and Ennore (why not
upto Pulicat, if that is to be de-
veloped as a major tourist desti-
nation?) and an MRTS in North
Chennai. Flyovers at the Padi
and Thirumangalam junctions
are also on his wish-list. The Man
From Madras Musings however,
is surprised that he has no sug-
gestions for the B & C Mills com-
plex and Perambur railway com-

plexes which, together with the.

harbour, were responsible not
only for the growth of North Ma-
dras, but for Madras itself.

Central Chennai MP Dayani-
dhi Maran has placed getting
drinking water for his constitu-
ents his most important priority.
In this connection, MMM wel-
comes his intention to encourage
the establishment of desalination
plants along the Chennai coast-
line “as is done in Arabian coun-
tries”. As this journal has been
indicating for some time and
which National Institute of
Ocean Technology has been sug-
gesting for a while — a view this
journal focussed on last fortnight
— water desalination is the only
answer for Chennai’s drinking
water problems and the sooner
we get down to it — instead of
building Secretariats — the better.

South Chennai MP T.R.
Baalu, who helped start the
clean-up of Chennai’s waterways,
wants to complete the work. But
in this connection, he needs to
spell out what he intends doing
with the Buckingham Canal -
and how these waterways could
be used as alternative transport
routes to rid the roads of some of
their congestion. He also plans to
use 90% of his Local Area Devel-
opment Fund to solve the drink-
ing water problems of his con-
stituency. In fact, all three MPs
should work out an integrated
plan that will provide water for
the people, using their Local
Area Development Funds. Some
of this should also go towards giv-
ing new life to the city’s 30 major
tanks that are all now virtually
dry and which are threatened by
all the construction around them.

The three certainly have their
priorities right. But, as in the case
of all else in India, implementa-
tion and sustainability are the
main issues. Will the three MPs
ensure better results on these
counts?

Urban plans

North Chennai MP Kuppu-
samy is not the only person
talking of flyovers. The Corpora-
tion too has sanctioned flyovers

at Kathivakkam-Cochrane Basin
Road railway crossing and at the
Rangarajapuram railway crossing
between Bazullah Road and Rail-
way Border Road. It has also
sanctioned subways in Villivak-
kam and near Stanley Medical
College.

Flyovers and subways are all
very impressive, but The Man
From Madras Musings has often
wondered whether they are really
necessary and whether that ne-
cessity has been arrived at by
some scientific means. MMM
sounds sceptical because several
of the flyovers built some years
ago have done little to improve
coaditions. On Sardar Patel
Road, for instance, the flyovers
are virtually empty but the con-
gestion at the Madhya Kailash
junction is almost like gridlock.
It’s not too different at Radha-
krishnan Salai. On the other

tions and national awards pre-
fixed to their names as titles?

Be that as it may, what does
ISO 9000 etc. really do for an
organisation? MMM’s experience
with such organisations in India
is that neither has such certifica-
tion made their quality improve
nor has it resulted in better ser-
vice. Then what is it meant to
achieve?

A recent comment on the
subject by R.K. Sridharan, writ-
ing in Business Mandate, the
journal of the Madras Manage-
ment Association, is worth re-
cording. He writes:

€1S0... is the most bandied
expression (in India). Of late, ev-
ery organisation, whether worth
its salt or not, has used this as an
appendage to flaunt its name...
My final word of guard: Let us en-
deavour to preserve the glory of
the venerated institution (Inter-

If the tide turns at the next poll-
ing opportunity, it will no doubt
be taken to mean that public
opinion is back again with them
and postponed projects can be
taken up again. The merits or
otherwise of the project are not
the issue; what is important is
how political fortunes are im-
pacted by the public.

The consequence of such an
impact this time around, The
Man From Madras Musings is
happy to note, is that apart from
all those drastic measures with-
drawn overnight, there appears
to be some second thoughts on a
new Secretariat being built on a
portion of the Anna University
campus. Government, the grape-
vine has it, has decided to post-
pone the project, heeding public
opinion. If perchance public
opinion expresses itself differ-
ently at the next elections, no

hand, at the always congested
Anna Salai-Eldam’s Road junc-
tion there’s not even talk of a
flyover. And around Panagal
Park, where pedestrian subways
would help, pedestrians are left to
the mercy of speeding vehicles
which have no time for pedestri-
ans trying to cross roads.

A little more study before de-
cisions are taken to build flyovers
and subways wouldn’t be a bad
idea.

The Corporation, MMM also
hears, plans to develop an eco-
park in Adyar Creek, where
clearing up activities had caused
this journal to wonder in its May
1st issue what was happening.
Now, MMM wonders, who the
horticultural and forest experts
are who are advising on this
project. And MMM wonders
whether it is these experts who
have recommended a wall be
built around the area at a cost of
nearly Rs. 2 crore. Surely green
fencing, using thorn shrubs
neatly manicured, would be more
eco-friendly and more in keeping
with an eco-park than a wall?
MMM wonders whether there
couldn’t be some rethinking on
the wall.

Setting standards
From the biggest industrial

units to small service organi-
sations, everyone has begun to
flaunt their ISO certification.
Yet, in a recent trip overseas, The
Man From Madras Musings
found no organisations in those
countries announcing any such
certification to all and sundry.
Now why are Indian organi-
sations so intent on making the
world and his wife know that they
have been ISO certified, when
organisations abroad don’t feel
the same need?

Are we so insecure that we
need to display such credentials
prominently? Like all those who
wish to have their honorary doc-
torates, professional qualifica-

SHORT °'N’

national Standards Organisation
and not make a mockery (of it).

Vox populi

t’s great what the voice of the

people can do. Not through the
columns of newspapers or
through the airwaves, not
through public meetings or ges-
tures of protests, not through
personal or public appeals, but
through the BALLOT. A bad de-
feat in an election - and that’s
good enough for the losers to feel
that public opinion is against
them, at least for the time being.

SNAPPY |

doubt, plans for the Secretariat in
this campus will be revived, not
the least heed being paid to the
fact that this site is no place for a
Secretariat. Meanwhile, no
doubt, Anna University students
will stay put in their hostels a
little longer, the Gem School and
Madras School of Economics will
stay where they are and the Vice-
Chancellor of the University of
Madras will not have to move out
of his residence. No doubt, too,
the stone laid at the bhoomi pooja
will also remain, as a reminder
that there could well be another
day.

Taking a cue from this bit of
second thinking, MMM wonders
whether the Vice-Chanellor of
Anna University too will now
decide to postpone plans to build
a two-block building in front of
what was Guindy Engineering
College’s historic main block?
Will plans for this Bicentenary
Building — late by only ten years
— also be put in cold storage till
more propitious times?

Meanwhile, in the light of
what was to be a spent on the
Secretariat and the Anna Univer-
sity twin towers, what has already
been spent on the two projects
must be considered a pittance
that a money-short State can well
afford to write off without a
qualm. In similar fashion, the
State apparently is willing to
write off without a trace of con-
cern the loss that is bound to be
involved in providing once again
free power to the farmer.

MMM has nothing against
free power to the NEEDY farmer,
who struggles to make ends meet
with a small horsepower genera-
tor. But need this concession be
given to big farmers who can af-
ford large generators that are
used for a variety of purposes?
Need it be given to those luxuri-
ous farmhouses of ‘gentlemen
farmers’? Surely there can be a
rationalisation of approach in
such matters; concessions for
those who really need them and
NONE for the exploiters?

Why, MMM wonders, do all
those who have second thoughts
not take the time to think issues
through instead of taking hasty
decisions, no matter how much
they will please some?

— MMM

LOYOLA, PRESIDENCY — AND LAW

{(Continued from Page 1)

while 2003 topper Madras
Christian has dropped to 8th
place. In the Chennai rankings,
Queen Mary's and Stella Maris
finish 4th and 5th.

Backed by a hoary tradition
— it was established as India’s
second college by the British in
1840 — Presidency College,
Chennai, is an ideal mix of fun
and learning. Many of the stu-
dents here come from among
the economically poor; but
their keenness to learn and in-
quisitive minds are nurtured by
a faculty whose teaching pro-
cess extends beyond the class-
room, the India Today report
points out. The College re-
vamps its syllabus every three
years. One of the institution’s
assets is its zoology library with
its priceless collections on pure
science.

Improving considerably on
its 2003 showing (then No. 7),
Presidency College, Chennai,
has moved up to second place
in the Commerce stream. Main-
taining its fourth spot is Loyola

College. Madras Christian Col-
lege, however, has slipped to
No. 10. Shri Ram College of
Commerce, Delhi, retains its
top ranking for the eighth time
in a row. Other Chennai
colleges to make a mark in the
city-wise ranking are Stella
Maris and Ethiraj College.

In Medicine, the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences,
Delhi, has reinforced its stand-
ing as the country’s premier in-

stitute. Madras Medical Col- -

lege has improved on its 2003
showing, climbing to 4th spot.
However, Christian Medical
College, Vellore, has moved
down from 2nd to 5th place.
JIPMER, Pondicherry, has
dropped from 4th in 2003 to
9th. The big surprises in this
category are Bangalore Medical
College and Kasturba Medical

College, Manipal, which are -

second and third.

The IITs continued their
reign in the Engineering seg-
ment, sweeping the first seven
positions, with IIT Chennai,
still at 4th. Anna University
has moved to 9th from 10th

place. Backed by “a culture that
fosters informal interaction be-
tween the teacher and the
taught and a fine balance be-
tween research and application”
IIT, Kanpur, has finally moved
ahead on its No. 2 spot of the
past two years.

In Law, Bangalore colleges
stole the show with the Na-
tional Law School of India Uni-
versity (NLSIU) continuing its
unchallenged run at the top.
University College of Law, Ban-
galore University, and ILS Law
College, Pune, are placed sec-

ond and third.

NLSIU has a tie-up with the
London School of Economics
and the Harvard Law School.
[ts moot court competitions and
outreach programmes are a
huge draw, mentions the India
Today report. Quite remark-
ably, the Institute functions
with a modest budget that is
met from its own resources.

More than 400 colleges were
included in the India Today-

- ORG-Marg survey. Over 350

academic experts across eight
cities rated the colleges.
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A voter’s suggestion
Many voters in Tamil Nadu

could not vote this year for
no fault of theirs.

May I suggest that at least for
the next election, the Election
Commission sets up a machinery by
way of temporary electoral zones in
cities as well as in small towns so
that in genuine cases, where a
citizen’s name is left out of the vot-
ers' list for reasons he is not aware
of, he should be able to correct the
situation in time! Such offices
should have the current voters' list,
the last voters' list and the latest
census roll for the particular zone
so that the electoral officer in
charge can verify and decide
whether the aggrieved citizen is eli-
gible to vote on the basis of his
showing his identity card, family ra-
tion card etc. He can then issue
him a permit to vote in the booth
concerned. (At present the poll
booth officer goes strictly by the
current printed list and has no pow-
ers to include any name.} This can
be done even as late as on the vot-
ing day, as there is sufficient time
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. even if the
deletion of name is known only
when the voter goes to the polling
booth to vote. Is this not a simple
solution to adopt to ensure that no
eligible voter is prevented from vot-
ing by default?

I hope that mine is not a cry in
the wilderness and that the
Election Commission will take re-
medial steps well before the next
Assembly election is conducted.

K.S. Krishnaswamy
B1, Ashok Suparna
27, Third Main Road
Kasturba Nagar, Adyar
Chennai 600 020.

MRTS Phase 11

he MRTS stations between

Chindadaripet and Thiru-
mayilai have been covered with
fibreglass roofing, which is most un-
comfortable for commuters waiting
for the trains at these stations. They
afford protection from neither the
heat nor the glare of the sun. The
use of fibreglass may be justified in
cold countries where sunlight is
much welcome and what little heat
available needs to be preserved.
Adopting the same technology in
tropical Chennai with its sweltering
heat for the major period of the year
is not wise. I hope that the Railways
will not commit the same blunder

Il the political parties without exception have not given any

assurance in their manifestos regarding providing contamina-
tion-free potable water, conservation of ecology, arresting of pollu-
tion caused by effluents, sludge and toxic fumes released by high pol-
luting industries and providing medical facilities to the citizens being
subjected to bearing the consequences of these industries. The mani-
festos don't even have a sentence on steps being taken to prevent the
pollution caused to major rivers.

The Supreme Court of India in a judgement dated August 28,
1996, gave eleven directions in its judgement for preventing pollu-
tion caused by hundreds of hazardous industries in Tamil Nadu. The
above directions have not been implemented. Instead, the following
have taken place.

e Licences have been given for starting of tanneries even after April
9, 1996.

o The Tamil Nadu G.O. No.213 of 1989 prohibiting the location of
hazardous industries near water resources, especially Palar,
Cauvery and other rivers, has been repeatedly violated.

@ Tanneries are being permitted to exceed the TDS level upto 7500
PPM from 2100 PPM directed by the Apex Court.

o The constituted Ecology Authority which started functioning in
1998 has assessed only meagre compensation payable to farmers
in Vellore District for the period August 1991 till December 1998.
The compensation for pollution of water sources, the Palar river,
the health of the people, has not been assessed so far.

o There is no potable water in several parts of the districts of Vellore,
Trichy, Erode, Dindigul, Kancheepuram, Chennai, Cuddalore,
Coimbatore and other places due to pollution by industrial waste.

® Anna University has filed a report citing alarming concentration

of chromium near the Adyar, Cooum and Palar Rivers.

Who will act to stop this pollution?

The Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore, had stated
that several thousands of hectares of fertile agricultural lands had
become fallow and unproductive due to the discharge of industrial
effluents in them. Thousand of farmers have lost their lands and mi-
grated to other places in search of other jobs.

It is true, Tamil Nadu contributes 75% of leather exports. But
tanneries have damaged several thousands of hectares of fertile
agricultural land and have caused the worst environmental degra-

dation.

The Tamil Nadu Government’s Department of Environment
has stated in the press that a proposal for an underground drain-
age system has been sent to the Centre for implementation at a
cost of Rs.28 crore. We feel that, as tannery effluents contain
more than 275 highly toxic chemicals, mixing them with sewage
containing domestic and other waste water, will cause worst eco-

logical degradation.

The Central Leather Research Institute (CLRI) has stated in a
press release in April 2004 "that the problem of reducing Total Dis-
solved Solids (TDS) in treated effluents of tanneries to the prescribed
maximum will be solved by 2006". What does everyone affected do

till then?

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to protect and improve
the natural environment, including forests, lakes, rivers and wild life
and have compassion for living creatures.

How are all political parties going to live up to the Constitution, at

least in respect of this article?

Consumer Protection Council, Vellore

P.S. Subramanian

Honorary Secretary
Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum

in other MRS stations now under
construction. At least proper ven-
tilation should be provided at the
top of the roof to enable the heat to
escape and the roofing should be of
opaque material.

The MRTS platforms are also
not at all commuter-friendly, espe-
cially for the elderly and physically
challenged. The level of the
entrance to the trains is at least 18
inches above the platforms. Imag-
ine the plight of the old and physi-
cally challenged trying to entrain or
alight from the trains, which halt
for 30 seconds only. [ hope that the
railway authorities will take steps to
raise the height of the platforms by
at least 9 to 12 inches.

I wonder whether the MRTS
project will be completed by the
end of 2004, seeing the pace at
which the construction is going on
at the stations between
Thirumayilai and Thiruvanmiyur.
see hardly half-a-dozen workers
working in this section. In fact, [
wonder whether the commuters’
dream of seeing trains running up
to Velachery will be fulfilled by
June/December 2005.

The MTC authorities should
consider diverting the buses run-
ning via Mandaiveli/R.A. Puram
and Mylapore through Venkata-
krishna Road-Sringeri Mutt Road-
St. Mary's Road with a halt near the

Chennai 600 018.

you less.
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Mandaiveli station of the MKI1S
(at present buses in this route are
being run via Sringeri Mutt Road
and Abhiramapuram on account of
the construction of drainage etc. in
R.K. Mutt Road). This would en-
courage the residents of R.A.
Puram, Mandaiveli etc. to utilise
the facilities provided by the
MRTS.

V. Rajasundaram

Flat No. 1B SPL-Uma Apartments
34 (Old 164), Luz Church Road
Mylapore, Chennai 600 004.

Renovating tanks

MM has often commented on

sustaining the temple tanks
that are revived. While awareness
campaigns are useful, a tank will
remain in shape only if its use and
that of its water are planned and
implemented along with the reno-
vation. A park around each tank
should be created immediately.
The park should have a children’s
playground and a paved pathway
for people to walk on. The water
should be protected from pollution,
treated and supplied to the nearby
residents for drinking purposes.

M. Susikaran
8, First Street

Nandanam Extension
Chennai 600 035.

The last resort

I am nonplussed by the carping of
reader N.S. Venkataraman
regarding the Besant Nagar crema-
torium (MM, February 16th).

The Besant Nagar and Thiru-
vanmiyur areas did not shed their
village appearance even in the
1970s. There were a lot of vacant
spaces and a serene beach front.
The cremation ground was in a se-
cluded place till Besant Nagar be-
gan to grow. It is we, in our craze
for houses, flats etc. who have in-
truded and encroached on the
place and now say the cremation
ground is in the midst of a housing
colony.

It would have been possible a
decade ago to shift it to Urur,
Olcott Kuppam or Odaimaa Nagar

(does anyone know these now!).
But all available space here has
been plotted out upto the beach
front. Which are the outskirts now?
The sands of the beach?

The Besant Nagar crematorium
is the most sought after place by
many of the bereaved families be-
cause the Corporation has
modernised it from an open place
to a well-compounded one with an
electric facility. If there is a proposal
to modernise it further it should be
done.

I don't know whether there is a
regular burial ground (cemetery)
there. If so that can be discontin-
ued. .

I am very familiar with the lo-
cality as [ lived close to it in the
1970s and my father was cremated
in the open space there in 1972. |
did not subscribe to the view to
shift the place then and do not
now. The renowned Krishnampet
or for that matter Kannamapet and
Nungambakkam are all in the midst
of dwelling places only. We have to

live with it, as it is our last resort.

Dr. RK. Natarajan
23, Kalyanapuram Street No.6
Choolaimedu, Chennai 600 094.

Anglo-Indian telegraphists

€€"T racing Anglo-Indian roots”
(MM, May 16th) was very
interesting. It could be seen from
the photographs that most of the
persons had worked for the
Telegraph Department.
There were three cadres of

. Telegraphists: Station Service,

Circle Service and General Service,
and the scale of pay for each was
different. Station Service TL would
be low paid, Circle Service TL, an
average scale and the General Ser-
vice TL, who was transferable
throughout the country, was given
a better scale of pay. In fact, a Gen-
eral Service TL under a Circle Ser-
vice Superintendent of Telegraphs
would be getting more pay than his
superior. Besides, the Telegraph-
masters' quarters were compara-
tively bigger than those of the Post-
masters and a different standard of
accommodation was fixed for such

‘L elegraphmasters in the Pl
Manual Volume IV. The Anglo-In-
dian staff of the P&T Department
were very good sportsmen and it
was a pleasure to watch them in the
Departmental sports events. Some
from the Department who had left
India were provided jobs in the
British Postal Department, after as-
certaining from the Indian P&T
Department their position and ca-
pabilities.
| ] » »

Regarding reader K.N. Narayana
Pillai’s complaint about the Depart-
ment of Posts, ‘Press Matters’ in the
form of letters etc. cannot be sent
by ‘Book Post’, as they are treated
as letters. If such book posts of his
were delivered earlier, that means
they were not properly examined.
That does not mean that they were
permissible.

As for the courier services, there
is a provision in the P.O. Act that
conveyance of mails is the sole pre-
rogative of the Postal Department
and perhaps on this score the Chief
PMG's office does not encourage
couriers.

T.M. Sundararaman

19, Nailappan Street
Mylapore, Chennai 600 004.

No hagiographies, please

I am surprised that your
correspondent N. Rajagopalan
found it objectionable that T.]J.S.
George chose to write about M.S.’s
feelings for GNB before she married
Sadasivam (MM, May Ist). After
all, which boy or girl, when young,
hadn't mooned over a handsome
girl or boy. Didn’t S. Gopal write
about his father’s affair with a
neighbour in Mysore! The ‘sin’ of
M.S. is nothing compared to that.
Greatness of M.S. or Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan is not diminished
by such revelation of truth.

We surely do not want biogra-
phies to become hagiographies. |
want the tribe of Gopals and
Georges to flourish.

Captain S. Prabhala
37, Haudin Road
Bangalore 560 042.
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dur OLD is of the 3-feet wide pavement pedestrians enjoyed when crossing

Chetput Bridge. To provide vehicular transport safer passage, the pavements have
been narrowed and a median (below) positioned, Our NEW (below and bottom)
show the 3-feet wide pavement being reduced

THE
OLDIII

and made into a 1Y feet (18-inches) wide “_& THE

pavement which leaves no room for even two
people to cross each others.

The road-widening and mediam rﬁight

ensure smoother traffic, but what happens to pedestrians who will, often, have to

use the carriageway? When is this city ever going to pay greater attention to its
biggest number of road-users, its pedestrians? (Photographs: REFLECTIONS.)

Greater focus on Agriculture
needed

he much talked about “feel

good factor” is largely due to
the performance of the agricul-
ture sector during 2003. To a
great extent, this was due to rea-
sonable monsoon. Because of the
symbiotic growth linkages be-
tween the farm and non-farm
sectors, the economy as a whole
does well when agricultural pro-
duction is good. Seventy per cent
of India’s population is still rural.
Agriculture, comprising crop and
animal husbandry, forestry and
agroforestry, inland and marine
fisheries and agro-processing and
agri-business, is the backbone of
the rural livelihood security sys-
tem. Food security is also funda-
mental to national sovereignty. If
agriculture goes wrong, nothing
else will have a chance to go
right.

An important achievement of
independent India is its transfor-
mation from a begging bowl into
a breadbasket in the area of food
production. Synergy between
technology and public policy in
the 1960s helped our farm fami-
lies to prove the prophets of
doom wrong. Fifty years ago, our
soils, cultivated for thousands of
years, were both thirsty and hun-
gry. The steps taken to quench
their thirst through irrigation
and rainwater harvesting, and to
remove hunger through the sup-
ply of nutrients including mineral
fertilisers, coupled with the intro-
duction of new genetic strains
capable of using sunlight, water
and nutrients more efficiently,
led to the birth of the green revo-
lution. Technology alone waould
not have been effective, had no
arrangements been made for as-
sured and remunerative market-
ing. Our farm men and women
have demonstrated convincingly
that they will absorb and adapt
new technologies provided they
can sell the surplus produce at re-
munerative prices. In other
words, agriculture progresses if
concurrent attention is paid to

the augmentation of supply and
demand.

Today, India is a leading pro-
ducer of rice, wheat, potato, sug-
arcane, cotton and a wide range
of fruits and vegetables, in addi-
tion to plantation crops like pep-
per, cardamom, tea, coffee and
rubber. India is becoming a ma-
jor player in international trade
in farm commodities. We are at
the beginning of a new era in ag-
riculture. The largest private sec-
tor and solar energy harvesting
enterprise of the country has
demonstrated that it can grow at
a faster pace, provided there is
greater investment in irrigation,
soil health care, rural roads, rural
godowns, cold storage facilities
and marketing infrastructure.
The Tenth Plan target of an an-
nual growth rate of 4% in agri-
culture can be achieved only if
there is 8% growth rate in horti-
culture and animal husbandry.

We are also witnessing the
beginning of a new chapter in the
technological transformation of
our farming techniques. The
gene revolution triggered by mo-
lecular genetics, genomics and
proteomics, is just beginning to
make an impact. Biotechnology,
precision farming, drip and sprin-

kler irrigation, improved post-

harvest technology and the use
of space, information and com-
munication technologies are all
opening up uncommon Opportu-
nities for launching our country
on the path of an evergreen revo-
lution, designed to enhance pro-
ductivity in perpetuity without
BSSDC'\B&,E& ECD‘DS.ICQK &‘\am.

The WTO agreement in agri-
culture necessitates that we
should become more globally
competitive. This will call for in-
tegrated action plans to achieve
productivity, quality, diversifica-
tion and value-addition revolu-
tions. There is need for a massive

THE STATE AN-ALL-ROUND FIRST

(Continued from Page 1)

second with Rs 1,668). In terms
of annual growth in factory em-
ployment though, TN registered
a growth rate of 6.1 per cent,
about half of AP’s 12.1 per cent,
but well above the all-India fig-
ure of 2.3 per cent.

In the two decades between
1981 and 2001, literacy in TN
grew from 54.4 per cent to 73.5
per cent. But this performance
was not enough to even reach
Kerala’s 1981 literacy level of

81.6 per cent, leave alone the
latter’s growth to 90.9 per cent
in 2001.

In TN, population grew at the
rate of 11.2 per cent during 1991-
2001, behind Kerala’s 9.4 per
cent, but well ahead of the all-
India population growth figure of
21.3 per cent. The State’s infant
mortality rate (IMR) of 49 per
1,000 placed it second, way be-
hind Kerala's IMR of 11 per
1,000. However, TN gained the
initiative in the ‘life expectancy
at birth’ index, registering addi-
tions of 3.8 per cent for males

and 4.3 per cent for females (AP
was at the bottom on both
counts).

CPI report stated that TN
benefited the least from Central
Government assistance during
2000-01 to 2002-03. Its cumu-
lative per capita grants from the
Centre totalled only Rs. 777.9, as
against Rs 1,292.8 for AP. Even
as far as cumulative per capita
loans from the Centre were con-
cerned, TN received the least as-
sistance (Rs. 264.8) as compared

to the other three southern states
(AP topped with Rs. 911.5). TN

spent Rs. 7,561.4 per capita on
development, ahead of the all-

India average of Rs. 6,748.5. Of.

this, expenditure on medical and
public health amounted to
Rs.160.8 per capita, second only
to Kerala's Rs.187.8.

Another indicator of eco-
nomic well-being was the aver-
age interest payments as a pro-
portion of revenue receipts
which, between 1996-97 and
2000-01, registered the lowest
ratio in TN (14.7 per cent),
against a high of 20.8 per cent
recorded by Kerala.

quality literacy movement to
familiarise farmers and traders
with codes, alimentarius stan-
dards of food safety and sanitary
and phytosanitary measures. In
horticulture, the potential for
value addition, through process-
ing, needs to be tapped. There is
need for steps to defend the gains
already achieved through greater
efforts in conserving and en-
hancing the ecological founda-
tions essential for sustainable ag-
riculture.

Dr. M.S. SWAMINATHAN
Chairman
M.S. Swaminathan Research
Foundation

Concurrently, we must ex-
tend the production gains to dry
farming, mountain and coastal
areas. We should also make new
gains through farming systems
diversification and vlaue addi-
tion. The food basket should be
widened to include a wide range
of nutritious millets, pulses and
vegetable crops. Coarse cereals
should be renamed as “nutritious
cereals”.

Further progress in our agri-
culture will depend upon the
growth rate in domestic con-
sumption as well as in exports.
Increased home consumption
will in turn depend upon success
n en&mancing pu‘rc&xas’mng power
thorugh sustainable livelihood
opportunities. This will call for
greater attention to the genera-
tion of opportunities for skilled
non-farm employment in rural
areas. There is need for a new
deal for the self-employed in vil-
lages through greater attention
to institutional mentoring and
marketing.

Our overall global agricultural
image is something to be proud
of. We have considerable capac-
ity in agricultural research and
education. We occupy a leading
position in many areas of farm
technology, including informa-
tion on bio- and space technolo-
gies. Yet, our record in eliminat-
ing poverty-included chronic
hunger is nothing to be proud of.
India will not shine in the world
unless we come out of the unen-
viable reputation of being the
home of the largest number of
ultra-poor and under-nourished
in the world. Keeping the sun as
our role model we should try to
graduate to a position of “shine
for all and for ever”.

The economic, social and po-
litical cost of hunger is high. Mal-
nutrition-induced low produc-
tivity and poor health status re-
duces national GDP annually by
nearly one lakh crore of rupees.
Therefore, if we wish to fulfil our
ethical responsibility to end pov-
erty-induced hunger and to en-
hance national income and well
being, we should accelerate our
efforts to ensure physical, eco-
nomic, social and ecological ac-
cess to balanced diet and clean
drinking water for all and for-
ever. A two-pronged strategy will
ne needed for achieving such a
goal. In the immediate context,
we should introduce a National
Food Guarantee Scheme com-
prising two major components.
One component will relate to a
restructured National Food for
Work Programme covering all
aspects of social and human de-
velopment among the items of
work to be taken up. Such a
programme could incorporate
some of the features of Maha-
rashtra’s Employment Guarantee
Scheme. The focus should be on
human capital development.
Another component will be a
Food for Nutrition Programme to
cover pregnant and nursing
women, infants, sick, old and in-
firm persons or anyone who is
not able to take up work due to
valid reasons.

The second component of the
hunger-free India programme re-
lates to enabling everyone to

earn his daily bread, i.e., enhanc- |

ing the purchasing power of all
living in paverty. This calls for
according the highest priority to
fighting the famine of jobs or sus-
tainable {ivefihood opportunities.
If a rich country like the United
States of America, which has
nearly one third of world’s wealth
but only 4% of the global popula-
tion, can contemplate legislating
an Act for Jobs for Americans,
India should give serious atten-
tion to methods of ensuring work
for all. Jobs for Indians should be
the bottomline of our develop-
ment and trade policies.

This will involve a multi-
pronged strategy covering the
primary, secondary and tertiary
sectors of the economy. In the
primary sector, it will involve
providing assetless families op-
portunities for shifting from un-
skilled to skilled work and from
on-farm to non-farm employ-
ment. The incidence of hunger is
high in countries where an over-
whelming proportion of the
labour force is engaged in
agricultural operations. The
growth rate in non-farm employ-
ment is particularly poor under

(Continued on Page 6)

Where do we get our water from?

hennai is currently facing an unprecedented water shortage.

The average annual rainfall in the city during the 50 year period
1950-2000 has been 130 cm, but the average rainfall in the last four
years has been 25% less, with the deficit last year being particularly
high, at 40%. Chennai's three reservoirs have run dry; the flow of
Krishna water has been ephemeral.

In 1993 when the situation was similarly grim, water was brought
from Neyveli and Erode in tankers and trains at great cost, although
the quantity brought met not even 1% of the city's needs. This time
around, the new Veeranam scheme is being implemented at breakneck
speed and groundwater is being drawn in huge quantities from the
peripheral agricultural areas of the city, even upto Chingleput, at a
reported cost of a crore of rupees a day for supply through tankers.

With most citizens thus virtually left to fend for themselves, the
Rain Centre, Mandavelipakkam, felt it important to find out how citi-
zens are managing their water needs for potable and non-potable uses.
The first survey was carried out in the Adyar area in April 2004. The
findings of the survey are detailed below.

The Adyar neighbourhood was divided into the following 8 regions
for purpose of the survey and 225 premises were contacted, but the
information was relevant to more than 3400 families.

* Gandhi Nagar (24 premises)

* Kasturba Nagar, Bhakthavatsalam Nagar, Nehru Nagar, Kamaraj
Avenue, Dhanalakshmi Avenue (31 premises)

* Besant Avenue, Jeevarathnam Nagar, Karpagam Gardens,
Padmanabha Nagar, Parameswari Nagar, Venkateswara Nagar
(24 premises)

* Kottur, Kotturpuram (25 premises)

* Shastri Nagar, Radhakrishnan Nagar, L.L.C. Colony, Kalakshetra
Road (17 premises)

° Besant Nagar, Kalakshetra Colony (26 premises)
* Indira Nagar, Venkatarathnam Nagar (33 premises)

* Thiruvanmiyur, Valmiki Nagar, Thiruvalluvar Nagar, Journalist
Colony, Kottivakkam (45 premises)

The findings of the survey are grouped into General findings, Spe-

. cific findings and Unique findings. (NOTE: The UV treated and

ozonised “mineral water” is referred to as CAN water. Water from
borewells on the premises is called groundwater. The metrowater that
is supplied as an alternative to piped supply, to the residents in tankers,

. mostly on alternate days, is called ‘street supply’. Tanker loads of water

purchased from either private vendors or Metrowater and stored in
sumps is referred to as ‘tanker water’.

General

1. For drinking purposes, of the 225 premises, 158 (70%) of them
depended on CAN water, 29 (13%) on groundwater, 21 (9%) on
tanker water and 17 (8%) on street supply.

2. For cooking, 90(40%) used tanker water, 62 (28%) street supply,
39 (17%) groundwater and 34 (15%) CAN water.

3. For non-potable uses, such as bathing, washing clothes and ves-
sels (all other uses except flushing and use in toilets), 164 (73%)
depended on groundwater and 61 (27%) on tanker water®*.

4, For toilet flushing and use in toilets, 185 (82%) use groundwater
and 40 (18%) tanker water.*

5. Street supply caters mostly to the needs of the economically weaker
sections and others living in independent houses. People living in
multi-storeyed complexes find it difficult to carry pots of water to
their homes. A few enterprising residents have man- aged to get a
plastic tank (of 3000 litres capacity) installed by the water au-
thorities in front of their complexes.

Specific

* Of the 29 premises, which have access to groundwater of potable
quality, 13 are in Besant Nagar and 12 in Thiruvanmiyur. These
25 premises are located away from the sea.

* In cases 3 and 4 implying that either there was no ground water avail-
able or the quality of the groundwater available was so bad that it
could not be used even for non-potable uses.

* The use of CAN water for drinking was the maximum in Shastri
Nagar (88% of them) and the least in Beant Nagar (12%).

* The dependence on tanker water was the maximum in Gandhi
Nagar (75% of them for bathing and washing and 42% for use in
toilets) and the least in Thiruvanmiyur (7% for bathing and 4%
for toilets).

e Of the 40 premises which use tanker water even in toilets, 10 are
in Gandhi Nagar, 9 in Kasturba Nagar and 6 in Kottur.

* The dependence on street supply for cooking was the maximum
in Karpagam Gardens (53%) and Thiruvanmiyur (44%).

* There is no piped water supply in the entire Adyar neighbour-
hood except in Parameswari Nagar, which seems to be getting
some water through the pipe into sumps on alternate days.

Unique

* .From the survey, it is clear that people prefer CAN water for

" drinking as against tanker water, which is largely used for cooking

purposes. The feeling is that tanker water is no longer of good
quality.

* In a few premises, residents reported using wash water, collected
in buckets, in toilets.

* In one particular flat complex, a few residents had joined together
and set up a mini reverse osmosis plant for getting their daily
quota of drinking water. This seems to work out cheaper than
CAN water, besides being in-house. Indeed, with necessity being
the mother of invention, people are finding innovative ways of
managing their water needs.

* A few complexes have gone in or water meters to regulate and
minimise consumption, particularly of tanker water.

* In several complexes, supplying water for a specified period, rang-
ing from 10 mins. to 30 mins, is being followed.

* In the Reserve Bank colony off Mahatma Gandhi Road in Shastri
Nagar, consisting of 24 premises (most of them independent
houses), residents have gone in for community piped supply of
groundwater with a common borewell. Such efforts need encour-
agement and support.

Conclusions

It is clear from the survey that the water authorities are able to
supply only a small percentage of the water needs of citizens. A
large portion of their needs is met either from groundwater sources
within their premises or from groundwater sources in the suburbs
brought and supplied through tankers.

The general public is increasingly aware of the potential ben-
efits of harvesting rainwater and once they see the rise in ground-
water levels of their wells after the Southwest Monsoon (June to
August) this year, even those who have not gone in for rainwater
harvesting will be motivated to install them in time to reap the
benefits from the Northeast Monsoon (October to December) this

year.

There is also a growing interest in re-using used water. This is
evident from the number of enquiries the Rain Centre receives
every day on recycling the water from bathrooms and kitchens.
The law already has mandated recycling, but merely states that
“waste water from the bath and wash basin shall be treated by
organic or mechanical recycling and taken to a sump for onward
pumping to an exclusive overhead tank for use in toilet flushing.
Any excess shall be connected to the rainwater harvesting
structures for groundwater recharge”. Without more specific
details of the methodology suggested, the law, although well
intended, will remain only on paper and people will be deprived of
a good means of improving their self-reliance in water. The water
authorities must, therefore, disseminate more specific information
on this is it will help reduce the dependence of citizens on treated
water supply.

Sekhar Raghavan
and
Indukanth Ragade
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(Current Affairs questions are
from the period May 1st to

15th. Questions 11 to 20 per- .

tain to Tamil Nadu and
Chennai.)

1. After the enlargement of the
European Union, with the new
members joining on May 1st, how
many countries are now part of
the Union!

2. Who regained the world pro-
fessional snooker title at 'The
Crucible' in Sheffield recently?
3. Who has been conferred the
inaugural ‘Leading Cricketer of
the World title by the game’s
bible, Wisden, recently?

4. Name the Chief Justice of In-
dia appointed on May 2nd.

5. Name the Iraqi prison where
atrocities by U.S. forces have led
to worldwide shock.

6. Who were voted the Best
Sportsman and Best Sports-
woman at this year's Laureus
Awards, considered the Oscar of
the sporting world?

7. Which world-famous carmaker
celebrated its 100th birthday in
the first week of May?

8. Business. Spain’s Rodrigo Rato
is the new head of which global
finance body?

9. The golden jubilee of which fa-
mous milestone in athletics was
celebrated on May 6th?

10. One for the Muttiah Murali-
tharan fans. Who was his world
record 520th victim in Zimba-

bwe?
£ % x

11. Which newspaper pioneer’s
writing style was described by
Subramania Bharati as ‘dipped in
a paste of the extra-pungent thin
green chillies’? :

12. Anold fact. Which American
city is the sister city of Madras?
13. Another easy one. What is
the title of Rajnikant’s next ven-
ture!

14. Chepauk in Chennai saw the
first ever [and only] cricketer
reach the milestone of 5000 runs
and 400 Test wickets in 1993.
Name him.

15. Name the respected Chen-
nai-based group which has
claimed to be the first from the
city to touch a $1 billion turn-
over.

16. Which popular store in
Chennai is endorsed by film star
Jayaram?

17. What prestigious honour has
‘Namma’' Viswanathan Anand
won for the third time?

18. A simple one. Name the three
MPs from Chennai.

19. Name the Tamil film, starring
Veena S. Balachander and ‘Sivaji’
Ganesan, considered the first
talkie in India not to have songs
or dance.

20. Which marine project, which
will reduce the distance between
Chennai and Cape Comorin from
755 to 402 nautical miles, was the
brainchild of Commander A.D.
Taylor of the Indian Marines way
back in 1860?

(Answers on page 8)

Birds of the suburban
bush

y garden in suburban

Kotturpuram was home
to a-myriad of birds in the
1970s. In the early morning, the
sharp ‘tweet-tweet’ of the tiny
Tailor Bird was like a call from
the wildnerness. Its nest,
stitched together cleverly with
the leaves of the paruthi (wild
cotton) tree, was a work of Na-
ture’s art.

The Golden Oriole would
occasionally drop in at the
Flame-of-the-Forest tree next
door. Its harsh call, sounding
something like ‘crraw-crraw’,
totally belied its beautiful, sun-
lit yellow plumage. The female
was coloured a sober leaf-green
(unlike its human evolute). It
tended to stay quiet, sulking
amidst the green foliage. The
sudden serial sallies of the male
was a treat to my eyes.

Every summer, the Jungle
Crow ( Corvus macrochyncos)
would build a nest atop the
Christmas tree in front of my
home. The higgledy-piggledy
nest built of twigs would sud-
denly sprout a couple of nest-
lings. These nestlings would
keep their beaks agape, pink
skin showing on the inside. The
parent crows would feed them

morsels, in response to their
pleading. The feeding cries of
this family were resonant in the
evening stillness.

A solitary Bluejay would
squat atop the coconut tree
crown behind my home. This
Bluejay, also known as the In-
dian Roller, had sky-blue wings
and was tinged fawn on the
back. As its name indicates, it
would fly in inverted ‘o’-shaped
loops during the mating season.

Handbook of Birds of India and
Pakistan by Salim Ali and Dillon
Ripley. According to the hand-
book, a bird fitting the above
description belonged to the
family ‘Pycnonotus’ — or leaf-
birds — of which there were 270
species. All were winter mi-
grants to South India.

I found it impossible to pre-
cisely identify the bird visiting
my garden.

The Shikra and the Pariah

l e by K. KAHUNANIDHI I

At other times, it would sit mo-
tionless on the crown, waiting
for passing insect prey.

A rare and tiny visitor to my
garden was the Leaf-bird. Light
army-green in colour on the
back, and whitish below, this
bird blended with the foliage. Its
call was a sheepish ‘chik-chik’.
Spotting it one afternoon, I ex-
pended a lot of effort in trying
to identify this elusive bird. Fi-
nally, I tracked it down in The

Kite were the common hawks
around Kotturpuram. The Shi-
kra, of light grey upper plumage
and striated red tail, would hunt
low over the ground for rats,
palm squirrels and frogs. This
bird was mostly silent. How-
ever, when it attacked its prey,
it would utter a sharp screech.
This would be when I first came
to be aware of its presence. As
for the Pariah Kite, it would
emerge out of the wooded area

Greater focus on Agriculture

(Continued from Page 4)

conditions where post-harvest
technology is ill developed. For
example, we produce nearly 150
million tonnes of fruits and veg-
etables, but hardly 7% of the
produce is processed.

In almost all parts of our
country, there are several hun-
dred Central and State Govern-
ment programmes designed to
help the poor, women and chil-
dren, scheduled castes and
tribes. Nevertheless, poverty is
pervasive.

The Tenth Five Year Plan
calls for a paradigm shift from
food security at the national
level to nutrition security at the
level of each individual. This
can be achieved only by intro-
ducing a whole lifecycle ap-
proach to nutrition, starting
with pregnant women and end-
ing with old and infirm persons.
Programmes like the Integrated
Child Development Services
(ICDS), National Programme
of Nutritional Support to Pri-
mary Education (NPNSPE) or
Mid-day Meal programme,
Antyodaya Anna Yojana,
Annapoorna and Sampoorna
Gramin Rozgar Yojana'can be
implemented on a life-cycle ba-
sis through the introduction of
simple administrative and man-
agement procedures. Such an

approach will also reduce trans-
action costs and help to foster
nutrition security throughout
an individual’s life.

The introduction of a Na-
tional Food Guarantee Initia-
tive based on an integrated
Food for Work and Food for
Nutrition programme may need
an annual allocation of about
15 million tonnes of foodgrains
for the Food for Work compo-
nent and another 5 million
tonnes for the Food for Nutri-
tion programme. The allocation
of 20 million tonnes per year for
achieving the goal of a hunger-
free India by 15 August 2007,
which marks the 60th anniver-
sary of our independence, is well
within our economic and tech-
nological capability.

Enhancing effective demand
and consumption is vital for sus-
taining farmers’ interest in pro-
ducing more. This calls for in-
creasing the purchasing power
of the poor. Producer coopera-
tives and the ongoing self-help
group revolution based on mi-
cro-credit needs are to be made
sustainable through backward
linkages with technology and
credit, forward linkages with as-

sured and remunerative mar-

kets and lateral linkages among
cooperatives and self-help
groups, in order to gain the
power of scale in both the pro-

duction and marketing phases
of the enterprises.

In the decades to come, we
have to produce more farm
commodities under conditions
of diminishing per capita avail-
ability of arable land and irriga-
tion water. This process can be
accelerated through strategic
alliances in the R&D area be-
tween the public and private
sectors on the one hand, and
among nations on the other.
For example, partnership with
Israel in the more-crop-per-
drop movement will be’ mutu-
ally beneficial.

The food-based approach to
rural development has multiple
benefits. First, increased con-
sumption stimulates increased
production. Secondly, the low
productivity syndrome associ-
ated with malnutrition is re-
moved. Third, the threat to the
future position of India in intel-
lectual leadership will be safe-
guarded by avoiding the birth of
children characterised by low
birth-weight leading to an im-
pairment of mental abilities.
Above all, sustainable food se-
curity will strengthen our na-
tional sovereignty in foreign
policy. I cannot visualise any
other step which will result in a
“win-win” situation for the
country in every respect. (Cour-
tesy: Business Mandate)

over the Madras Boat Club. It
would flap its wings ponderously
in the muggy morning air.
Then, as the sun heated up, the
thermal currents would lift it
high into the air, where it would
soar in widening circles. I have
seen a Pariah Kite swoop on an-
other kite in mid-air, suddenly
and without warning.

A rather uncommon winter
visitor was the Black-winged
Kite. This bird was distinct in
looks; pure white body plumage
and dark black-tipped wings. It
would soar high above the
meadows adjoining the Adyar
river. The distinct flight behavi-
our of this bird was a mid-air
hover for a couple of minutes,
before dropping straight as a
stone on its prey. This dive is the
closest I have seen to Peregrine
Falcon’s dive — much observed
and measured by ornithologists
as being at 265 kmph. The
Black-winged Kite would spend
hours and hours in the air, only
rarely descending onto posts for
rest.

All four species of Kingfisher
(common) could be seen in the
Kotturpuram of the 1970s. The
Small Blue Kingfisher could be
seen skittering over ponds —
coloured a bright navy blue and
red. The much larger Pied King-
fisher would gather in flocks on
posts by the side of ponds. This
bird would hover in mid-air, on
rapidly flapping wings, before
diving beneath the water sur-
face for fish. The Whitebreasted
Kingfisher, chocolate, choco-
late-brown and sky-blue, would
stick more to the land. Here it
would feed on a diet of snails,
frogs and large insects.

The fourth species of King-
fisher — the Blackcapped — was
the most difficult one for me to
spot. One quiet evening, on a
bund of the Adyar, one of these
birds flew directly in front of me
but at a distance. The bird was
coloured cobalt blue and was
rusty red beneath; something
peculiar, so my birding instincts
were pricked alert. Through a
pair of binoculars, I could see its
plumage clearly as well as the
black cap. When I approached
within 100 metres, it abruptly
flew away — a shy and solitary
bird of the mangroves and wa-
ter-flooded meadows.

There were many more birds
in this relatively isolated area,
Kotturpuram, in the 1970s. In
fact, too many to mention here.
The moot point now is that at
present, except the crows and
Pariah Kites, all the other birds
have simply disappeared. The
extensive construction activity
by modern ‘developers’ has
driven all the sensitive avifauna
away. Whither the colour, the
rhythmic calls, and the ecologi-
cal balance!?
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Building

a new

culture

in TN

he School Education De-

partment of the Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu has framed
a comprehensive physical edu-
cation scheme that will be ori-
ented to children studying in
Classes 6, 7 and 8 in all schools,
inclusive of Government-aided,
self-financed, Corporation, Mu-
nicipality, Matriculation and
Anglo-Indian institutions. The
World Beaters Talent Spotting
Scheme (WBTSS) has been for-
mulated to spot talent that can

be nurtured and developed to
the highest levels of excellence.

sport

It comprises mainly a battery of
five tests — to assess speed, en-
durance, strength, explosive
strength and agility - that,
physical education and sports
experts are confident, will indi-
cate the child’s physical fitness
and potential to play a particu-
lar game or participate in a par-
ticular event.

“Earlier, we had a budget of
only Rs. 11 crore, of which
about Rs. 2 crore was invested
in schemes such as this. Now,
the budget has increased by
Rs. 25 crore and we will be al-

scriptions.
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Ten combinations of motor qualities are men-
tioned in the report card. These are speed and en-
durance, speed and strength, speed and explosive
power, speed and agility, endurance and strength,
endurance and explosive power, endurance and
agility, strength and explosive power, strength and
agility, and explosive power and agility. For ex-
ample, based on the tests that have been con-
ducted, if a student scores more than 5 marks in
the combination ‘speed and explosive power’, he or
she is considered suitable for games such as table

tennis, basketball, football or volleyball and events

Spotting talent

he concept of the Physical Fitness and Sports

Aptitude Report Card was the result of a
brainstorming session involving the State’s retired
physical educators and coaches. ‘Encourage your
child. You have a champion at home’, reads the
last two lines in the Report Card, the format for
which has been prepared by the Sports Develop-
ment Authority of Tamil Nadu (SDATN).

A combination of motor qualities required for
various team games and individual events is also
listed. If a student scores more than 5 in any two
tests in the battery of five tests, the report card
states that he or she may have the potential to ex-
cel in team games or individual events. Regular and
systematic coaching is recommended.

tennis and hockey are the games that are recom-
mended or events such as swimming, rowing, ath-
letics or boxing.

On what basis is the battery of test conducted?
SDATN has fixed separate norms for boys and
girls, class-wise. For example, if a Class 6 boy runs
50 m (speed) in 8.5 to 8.8 seconds, 800 m (en-
durance) in 3.32.1 to 3.47 seconds, throws the
shot (strength) 3.96 to 4.30m, leaps 3.17 to
3.41m in the long jump (explosive power), and
comes up with a shuttle run (agility) of 17.2 to
17.7 seconds, he scores 8 marks in each. The
norms are stiffer for Class 7 and 8 students. If a
Class 8 boy wishes to score 8 marks in each of the
categories, he has to run 50 m in 7.5 to 7.8 sec-
onds, 800 m in 3.20.1 to 3.35 seconds, throw the
shot 4.61 to 4.95 m, leap 4.04 to 4.30 m in the
long jump, and come up with a shuttle run speed
of 15.9 to 16.4 seconds. Based on the stated
norms, a student’s marks (out of 10) are listed for
each of the five tests. The report card also men-
tions the arca in which the child needs to show

improvement.

Once students are short-listed at the district
level, 2 World Beaters Talent Spotting Scheme

Data Sheet is prepared separately for boys and
girls, class-wise. This includes the child’s choice

like athletics and squash; if it is ‘endurance and  of event or game.
strength’ that the child gets a good score, cricket, S.N.
locating this for infrastructure In 2003, SDATN conducted there will be a weekend camp

development and.for program-
mes, including the WBTSS,”
says PWC Davidar, member-
secretary, Sports Development
Authority of Tamil Nadu
(SDATN), adding, “Sadly, the
culture for sport in our country
is lacking. There is no all-per-
vasive talent programme. We
want to do something different
and WBTSS not only aims at
spotting talent but also creating
a new culture in sport.”
SDATN has already con-
ducted tests for Class 6, 7 and 8
students from 5,000 schools in
Tamil Nadu for the 2002-03
academic year. “There are
15,000 schools across the State,
which means we need a much

78 coaching camps across Tamil
Nadu for short-listed students.
It organised a one-day training
seminar for the State’s physical
education teachers, also had the
master trainers trained. “Some
of these camps were five-day

camps, but all of them were sci--

entifically planned, with
SDATN running the battery of
five tests again on the 20,000
students who participated. This
year, too, we will conduct com-
petitions in those 78 locations
(including 64 educational dis-
tricts) and we expect the num-
ber to increase to 30,000,” says
Davidar.

Once talent is spotted at the
district level, there is a further
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better response to succeed. We
expect 7,000 schools to respond
this year,” says Davidar. The
physical education teachers
conduct the tests. If a school
does not have adequate play-
ground facilities, it can utilise
the facilities available with
other schools or the block head-
quarters schools or district sta-
dia. SDATN prepares a report
card that is distributed to all the
schools through the Directorate
of School Education. The
schools, in turn, ensure that
each child is provided with a re-
port card containing the results
of the tests. Consolidated for-
mats that highlight outstanding
talent in:the State are submit-
ted to the Chief Educational

“Officer; these formats are also

sent to the District Sports Of-

ficers and become part of the
State:level database for future

talent development.

-which will be

-pruning down of numbers — the

top performing children from
each of the 64 educational dis-
tricts are short-listed at the re-
gional level. About 6,000 stu-
dents were, thus, short-listed
last year. They were directed to
a separate two-week camp,
which included workouts, inter-
action and display of video re-
cordings.

In the second fortmght of

April this year; 214’ children,.
who had done well in the 100m
sprint, long jump and high
jump, attended a two-week resi-
dential camp at the Nehru Sta-
dium. “A committee of experts
decided which among these
children had the talent to break
into big time. After the camp,
50 were handpicked to form the .
Sprint and Jump Academy,
based in
Madurai,” Davidar stated.

Once the Academy is formed,

every month. Each child can
bring a personal trainer along.

Meanwhile, at around the
same time, a batch of 1,800 stu-
dents will attend weeklong resi-
dential coaching camps to be
held in nine regions across the
State. Keeping athletics as the
base sport, several skill tests will
be conducted to find out
whether the children are suited
for basketball, football or volley-
ball. “We will be building up a
foundation for a new culture in
sport. Unfortunately, some of
the best schools are staying
away. They seem to be inter-
ested only in hosting their an-
nual sports day,” says Davidar.

To handle the volume of
data effectively and to set up an
easily accessible database,
SDATN has engaged a software
company. “We must be able to
put our fingers on the top 8-10

children in any sport, even test-
wise. For instance, if we wish to
lcnowwhoarethetoptenboys
in ‘explosive speed’ in Udumal-
pet, the software must be able
to generate the information in a
jiffy,” Davidar adds.

Irregular communication be- -
tween the schools and SDATN
has been one of the problems
confronting SDATN.. To en-
able effective communication,
SDATN now invites web-based
applications from schools. “We
are in the process of creating e-
mail identities for each of the
schools and- sending these to
them. Once this'is in place, all
relevant Government Educa-
tion Department information
can be sent to. the. schools.
Schools also get to know what
is happening, If there is a coach:
ing camp in Sathyamangalam,
the information now reaches
the schools,” Davidar explains.
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— The fifth in an occasional series on Tamil writers

The man who made

He was the first star screen-
writer of Tamil Cinema.
He created a new wave in the
writing of Tamil film dialogue in
the late 1930s, investing it with
the richness of the ancient
Thamizh language. He intro-
duced lilting thythm and musi-
cal poetry into the dialogue-
prose of that language cinema.
Metaphors, similes, hyperbole,
synecdoche, antithesis, you
name the figures of speech, he
used them and had the actors
and actresses uttering them.
Truly was Elangovan the mae-
stro of Tamil film dialogue.

This was that happy period
when actors and actresses spoke
in their own voices and ‘dub-
bing’, as it is commonly known
today, unknown.

Before Elangovan came on
the scene, dialogue in Tamil
cinema was too high flown and
not understood by the common
man or it was too Brahminical.
This was because most early
movies were ‘as is, where is’
filmed versions of stage plays or
were written by Brahmins in the
Brahminical dialect!

During the 1930s and 1940s
Elangovan was a box-office
draw and his name appearing in
the posters was something
novel. Without any political
party affiliations or sympathies
he became successful, thanks to
his sheer talent. He first gave
Tamil cinema dialogue new di-
rection in Ambikapathi (1937)
directed by the American Ellis
R. Dungan and starring M.K.
Thyagaraja Bhagavathar. He

Sp"ort on Page 7

excelled in the Jupiter Pictures
box-office bonanza Kannagi
(1942), that impressive adapta-
tion of the immortal Tamil epic,
Elangoadigal’s  Silappadhi-
kaaram. Pasupuleti Kannamba,
the Telugu film star who played
Kannagi, did not know Tamil,
and the director, R.S. Mani, had
a huge blackboard behind the
camera on which the dialogue
was written in large Telugu let-
ters for her guidance! To this
day her performance remains
outstanding.

T.K. Thanikachalam, who
took as his pseudonym the
name of the legendary Elango-
van, was born in the temple
town of Kanchipuram in 1913.

dialogue matter

the film several times and sug-
gested incorporating some of
the scenes in the Tamil version.
One of them was the celebrated
balcony scene, which was incor-
porated into the Tamil film al-
most in toto. That was not all.
Dungan gave the text of the
Shakespearean play to Elango-
van, marking some of the lines
he wished to have in the Tamil
script. In the balcony scene, be-
tween the princess (M.R. San-
thanalakshmi) and her lover
(MKT), the poet-lover meeting
her in secret at night takes leave
of her and says, “Thookkam
unn kangalai thazhuvattum...!”
(Let sleep embrace your eyes!).
These words were taken from
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He delved deep into the Tamil
classics and became a Tamil
scholar. He wrote short stories
for many magazines, including
the popular Manikodi. Then he
joined the popular Tamil daily
Dinamani as a sub-editor and
this enabled him to live in Ma-
dras. He looked for an opportu-
nity to write for Tamil Cinema
and after knocking on many
doors he got his first major
break with Ambikapathi.

When he heard the story
line, Dungan noticed the strik-
ing similarities between the love
story of the immortal Poet Kam-
ban’s son Ambikapathi and the
blue-blooded princess Amara-
vathi, and the classic Shakes-
pearean tragedy Romeo and
Juliet. George Cukor’s Romeo
and Juliet (1936) was then be-
ing screened in Madras and
Dungan took Elangovan to see

the lines in the English play,
“Sleep dwell upon thine eyes...!
Years later the celebrated Tamil
poet and lyricist Kannadasan
used these words of Elangovan
as the opening lines for a Tamil
movie hit song.

Elangovan went on to write
for the Bhagavathar film hits,
Thiruneelakantar (1939), Ashok
Kumar (1941), Sivakavi (1942)
and the best successful of them
all, Haridas (1944). All these

films had, besides the two stars,
the legendary music composer
Papanasam Sivan. These three
became a kind of sure-fire for-
mula for success and at one
stage Bhagavathar insisted
upon producers that Sivan and
Elangovan should be engaged
before meeting him!

After Kannagi, Elangovan
wrote for films like Mahamaya
(1944), Arundathi (1943),
Inbavalli (1949), Ezhai Padum
Paadu (1950), and Pavalakodi
(1949). Regretfully his phenom-
enal success and bold arrogance
began to have an impact on his
career. |

"Not many are aware that he
was the first choice of the pro-
ducers to write Manohara
(1954) the Sivaji Ganesan hit.
But due to his dilatory and de-
laying methods and lack of dis-
cipline, the producers had no
option but to take him off the
project and bring in Mu.
Karunanidhi who was then
shining bright after the success
of Parasakthi (1952).

In spite of being a scholar
and an intellectual, his friend-
ships led to his last slide. After
the rise of Dravidian move-
ment's screenwriters, he lost his
hold and his last years were

“spent in struggle, stress and ill-

health. He passed away in 1971
when he was only 58.

However, he sowed the fer-
tile seeds for dialogue in the rich
soil of Tamil Cinema which
took strong roots to emerge as a
bountiful tree that created a
mighty impact on the political
history of Tamil Nadu.

Answers to Quiz

1. 25; 2. Ronnie O' Sullivan; 3.
Ricky Ponting; 4. S. Rajendra Babu;
5. Abu Ghraib; 6. Michael
Schumacher and  Annika
Sorenstam; 7. Rolls-Royce; 8. Inter-
national Monetary Fund; 9. Sir
Roger Bannister breaching the 4-
minute mark in the mile; 10.

Mluleki Nkala.
*

x %

11. G. Subramania Aiyer (co-
founder of The Hindu and founder
of the Swadesamitran); 12. Den-
ver;13. Jaggubhai; 14. Kapil Dev;
15. The Murugappa Group; 16.
Pothy’s; 17. The Chess Oscar; 18.
Dayanidhi Maran, T.R. Baalu and
C. Kuppusamy; 19. Andha Naal; 20.
Sethusamudram Project.

Till June 5: Exhibition of Babu
Namboodiri K's paintings, graph-
ics and installations. This
Trivandrum-based, Tokyo-edu-
cated artist's first exhibition in
Chennai (at Lalit Kala Aka-
demi).

Till June 24: Paintings by
K. Jayachander, who uses tradi-
tional motifs, blended with geo-
metric abstractions (at Ashvita).

June 19: Fete de la Musique started
in 1982, in France, by the Minis-
try for Culture, La Fete de la
Musique has developed first into
an European and later an inter-
national event. It is an event
dedicated to music in every form.
This year, Alliance Francaise of
Madras invites you to a concert
for and by the students (present
as well as past): Carnatic music,
piano, guitar, songs, it's for you
to decide and play! The evening
will end with a concert by Zahrra,
a young music group with Tanvi
{ex-student of AFM), Shiva and
Shyam who will play subtle mixes
of salsa, smaba, rhumba, kumbia,
rai, Arabic and Brazilian. (At Al-
liance Francaise, 7.00 p.m.)

June 21-July 3: Aliénation & Real-
ity, Blodsow’s first solo exhibi-
tion. Blodsow is a young artist
from Kerala, living and working
in Chennai (at Alliance Fran-
caise).

June 25-27: Focus on Sundara
Ramaswamy. Puduvai llavenil, is
a well-known photographer and
documentary filmmaker, will
present an exhibition on the
Tamil writer Sundara Rama-
swamy, whoes Pallakku Thookki-
gal, directed by A. Ramaswamy,
will be staged on June 27.Also
readings of his work during the
three days.
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