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(by S Muthiah)

he Chief Minister made a welcome

announcement in the Legislature
the other day when she said that a new
multirore Legislature and Secretariat
building would be built for the State
before long. Why she had to say it
would be better than Kamnataka's
Vidhana Soudha in Bangalore, I do not
know — unless she considers that the
country's best Legislature and Secretariat
building — but I do hope that with such
a magnificent building at its disposal the
Tamil Nadu Government would move
out of Fort St George and leave those
historical buildings to the archaeological
departments, the Church, limited
military use, tourists and HISTORY. Of
course, if that happens, something
imaginative would have to be done to
that sore thumb that sticks out over the
rest of the campus — like pulling it
down!

Where is the new dream building

to be located? The Chief Minister did
not say, but indicated that a suitable site

ecretal'iat be? .

~ was being examined. Any guessing country’s first modemn bank, trade B

game would involve half a dozen
locations that were examined before the
Fort's terrible tower block was built.
They were:

1. The rear of Raj Bhavan, after
clearing some of the Forest Reserve,
with quarters across the road in
what is growing Velachery;

2. The Racecourse — moving that in-
stitution well out of the city, as
should have been done long ago;

3. The Teachers’ Training College
campus in Saidapet, which Tod-
hunter had made famous;

4. The Quaid-E-Milleth College and
madarasa campus opposite the
Connemara, where the Begums of
the Arcot family once held court;

5. The Fort itself, by pulling down a
few more buildings, including the
historic Fort Museum and site of the

Could we have
less noise?

(By A Staff Reporter)

Saturday mornings are busy mornings on Anna Salai. And the traffic
ensures they are the loudest mornings on that stretch from Gemini
Flyover to Anna Circle. But on Saturday May 2nd, half that stretch,
from the flyover to the Connemara and then to the Co-optex grounds,
was louder than ever. In fact, the day-long noise caused by loud-
speakers at full blast accompanying the roar of traffic must rate among
the worst ever; in fact, it was noise pollution of the worst order.

Surely those for whom this cacophony was intended as welcome
did not demand it. Why then must such noise pollution be inflicted
on the rest of the world?

At times, it almost seems as though those who play with
loudspeakers in Tamil Nadu know not what they do.

Why is it that in every theatre where a Tamil film is screened,
the sound is at full blast?

Why is it that at every religious, political, wedding or any other
celebratory function, the sound is at full blast?

Why is it that even in homes,radios and television sets are tuned
to provide sound at full blast? :

s it that decades of noise pollution have made the people of
Madras slightly deaf? Of is it just that we still haven't woken up to
the fact that music heard as a soft, gentle sound is more melodious?

The Consumer Action Group is, it is noted, APPEALING, not

acting, against cutouts, hoardings etc which distract road-users’

_ attention and cause traffic hazards. Would CAG please also APPEAL
against loud-speakers at full blast which can also be hazardous to
traffic — as this writer discovered on May 2nd? Perhaps appeals might
work where the Law doesn’t.

exchange and lighthouse; and

6. Government Estate, where the
Govemor's old mansion and Ban-
queting Hall (Rajaji Hall) cry for
restoration.

Given that choice, the two college
campuses on Mount Road are ruled
out as traffic and security hazards, the
Raj Bhavan campus because it would
be a crime against Nature and the Fort
itself because it would be a crime
against History. That leaves the Race-
course and Govemment Estate. For
historic, security and aesthetic reasons
[ would opt for the latter and move to
the Racecourse from Govemnment
Estate the ‘ribunals, - clubs, - MLAS’
quarters and PRINTING PRESSES
(yes, Presses where governors used to
walk!), all of which could be developed
in the most modem fashion.

Imagine a new government estate
with Rajaji Hall and old Mrs Madeiros’
(Mrs Madra's) house (did her family
give Madras its name?) restored to their
past splendour, a beautifully fandscaped
parkland where the deer and the black
buck could play, a splendid Legislature,
separate Secretariat blocks nearby and
a Chief Minister's official residence (at
least for receptions, even if not lived in),
all built to reflect magnificence but yet
merging with the parkland! That could
well be more splendid than any
Vidhana Soudha.

Route change

Progress on the Metro conlinues to
be slow, but by the end of next year
the Beach to Luz roule should be
operational according to all accounts.
But what about the next stage?

The original plans were to continue
on from Luz along the Buckingham
Canal alignment to Taramani. With all
the development in that area — like the
new International Fair site etc — this
would seem the logical route.

But now there appears to be a
change of mind. From Luz, it is
suggested, the route could follow the
Adyar River - alignment to link
Nandanam, Saidapet, West Mambalam
and K K Nagar.

The immediate heavier traffic on the

" suggested route would make it more
attrzctive to public investors and would -

make a joint venture possible, is the
thinking. The Taramani route could be
taken up later, it's added.

Certainly a joint venlure would be
one way of getting things moving and
it could well find severa! private seclor

The Madras Melro firsta
 these two views of it were laken. And the supporting pillars for the track past the station
continue along the Cooum. (Photographs by Susheela Nair).
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companies and the public interested in ensured if quick action is taken on every
such investment. But the confidence of  stage of the project. Is government
bolh partners and invesiors can only be capable of acting quickly?

A step closer to
a fair site

(By A Staff Reporter)
ne more step has been taken towards establishing a permanent site
n Madras fit for international fairs. A memorandum of understanding
has been signed by the Tamil Nadu Govemment and the Trade Fair
Authority of India whereby the TFAI will establish a permanent fair complex
in Madras on-land granled fo it by the state govemment.

Work is expected 1o start on the site this .year and it is hoped that
the International Leather Fair 1994 will inaugurate the complex.

The site granted by Govemment is in Taramani and comprises 20
hectares of land belonging to Arina University and not required for its
expansion. Towards the Rs. 25 crore cost of the proposed complex, both
the Govemmet as wall as TFAI will contribute Rs. 2 crore each as equity.
The financial institutions are expected to contribute the bulk of the rest,
with private funding ensuring accommodation, convention and amusement
facilities.




~ MADRAS MUSINGS

- May 1631, 1992

he other morning, a young
mother parked her car on the

kerbside opposite a shopping

complex and dashed into a shop with
her infant to do some quick
shopping. When she came out of the
complex half an hour iater she was

left literally holding the baby; the car -

was nowhere to be seen.

Several frantic telephone calls
and auto trips later she discovered
the car had been towed away and,
almost in tears, she went to pay her
fine and get release of the car. But
she also took the opportunity to
point out that there were NO ‘No
Parking’ signs anywhere on the
stretch where she had parked, there
were no ‘Towing Zone' signs as
found in other countries, there were
not even kerbside markings
}.indicating ‘No Parking'. How then
could the car be towed away?

A few days later, The Man From
Madras Musings overheard a police
inspector-owner driver debate on the
same subject near the Teynampet
junction, while the towing vehicle
patiently awaited the outcome. Once
again it was being pointed out to the
police that there were no warnings
to the public on the stretch. And
when the police officer bent to point
out the kerbside markings, even he
found it difficult to identify them in
the defaced state they were.

Under such debatable conditions,
what should be done? Certainly
there should be ‘No Parking’ Zones
and vehicles parked in them should
be towed away. Equally *‘the parker
beware'’ indications should be clear
and prominently located. Only if
that is ensured can towing be
resorted to. Don't you think that's
fair, Mr Police Commissioner?

Police in a hurry

he traffic was halted at Sardar

Patel Road for about 20) minutes
one recent evening waiting for the
Chief Minister to race through the
Kotturpuram junction. With
policemen lining the road median,
vehicles drew up one behind the
other in orderly fashion and
resignedly waited. -

Suddenly the policeman nearest
The Man from Madras Musings’
vehicle gave the go ahead signal. And
equally suddenly he jumped on the
nearest empty scooter pillion going
his way. As feliow traffic constables
adopted similar methods of quick
getaways, traffic chaos set in. What
had till then been patient, orderly
traffic now had each vehicle trying
to pass the other as quickly as
| possibie. The result was a snarl that

tied up traffic for several more

minutes.

If only the police on duty had
waited a few minutes and seen to it
that traffic was returned to normal
on the road, there would have been
neither traffic block nor frayed
nerves nor near misses. Can't
constables be instructed to exercise

A halt too long, a

a few extra minutes of patience in
such circumstances?

In the running

Will President Venkataraman
seek another term? For several
months now it had been thought

otherwise, but visitors from Delhi

say the talk is that he might throw
in his non-existent hat into the ring.

But what of the Scheduled Caste
cry? It might be met with someone
occupying the Vice President’s post,
with Shankar Dayal Sharma taking

Another Tamil Nadu cadre officer is
P Murari, the President’s Secretary,
but he's been getting a bad Press
recently and someone too much in
the headlines might not be
welcomed in such a sensitive
posting. Other 1957 batch names
from the South mentioned are S
Rajagopal, P M Abraham and S R
Shankaran.

. But watch out for someone a

. little younger, someone from outside

the pecking order, say the visitors
from Delhi. Watch out for K P

SHORT 'N’

over the running of the Congress
party, the same visitors speculate.
And do they have names for the
possible Vice Presidential
candidates? Well, there's that former
ambassador to China, they speculate.
Or there's the minority candidate
who was once a Governor in Tamil
Nadu, they add. But they're both
from the South, The Man From
Madras Musings protested. What's
wrong with that? they countered.
Can you name a better Scheduled
Caste or minority candidate from the
North? Frankly, politics at this level
becomes too complicated for MMM.

Another vacancy

A;out the same time India has to
ick a new President, the
Government will also need to get a
new Cabinet Secretary, present
incumbent Naresh Chandra being
due to retire on july 4th. Speculation
on his successor has also got Delhi

tongues, especially in official circles,

wagging, say The Man From Madras
Musings' visitors from Delhi.

M.M. Rajendran of the Tamil
Nadu cadre is the seniormost civil
servant in waiting. But he's looking
after Sport — and with India’s record
in sport that's not a position where
anyone is going to get recognised!

industry

Geethakrishnan, who's making a
splendid name for himself as an
unassuming, hard working Finance
Secretary, they say.

After Vivekananda and
Presidency, Geethakrishnan joined
the State Bank of India in 1956, the
first recruit after the Imperial Bank
became the SBI. But six months later
he left the Bank and two years later
joined the IAS. His Collectoral years
were in Nagapattinam and Salem,
then there’ve been regular spells in
Delhi and Madras. In Madras he's
had six years linked with industry
— as head of corporations and
Industries Secretary. In Delhi he's
had spells with statistics, banking,
investment and economics affairs.

His first Secretarial posting was
in the Environment Ministry, in
1980 he was looking after
Expenditure and now he's Finance
Secretary. In an India where
and finance and
international trade are becoming
more and more important, he seems
the man with the right background.

Camival organisers?

Another visitor The Man From
‘Madras Musings had was from
the US and he was pushing South
India vigorously as a tourist
destination. His years of experience

tow t00 quick

sendmg Amencans to all parts of

Europe was now to be put to use -

getting them to visit South Asia, -
preferably South India. But he was

rather taken aback by attxtudes to.

Tourism in Tamil Nadu.

Tourism as an industry
worldwide is to mop up extra
DOLLARS people have to spend on
vacations, he insisted. “Therefore
domestic tourism does not count.

Nor do visits by NRIs who come to

see the ‘family’. Most of YOUR

tourism is just that, he accused. And
too much emphasis is being given to

such travellers. What YOU should be

looking at is the vacationing -

foreigner. He's the genuine tourist —
and getting him to visit is what
Tourism is all about.

But how can you get them if your
Tourism Corporation is running
local ‘tourism and trade fairs’ which
have nothing to do with Tourism but
are only fun fairs for an
entertainment-starved city? And
now that Corporation is even
planning to run Children's Carnivals!
What's all this got to do with
Tourism? he wanted to know.

If that's your government'’s
attitude to Tourism and if its Tourism
promotional bodies do not want to
talk the language of international
Tourism, they might as well forget
Tourism in Tamil ‘Nadu, he 'was
emphatic. Running fairs and
carnivals for the voting public is
great social service, but it's not the
job of-a Tourism Corporation, he
said; get the Industries, Youth and
Child Welfare Departments to
organise them in future, he advised.
And stomped off the next day to the
US, seriously having second
thoughts on Tamil Nadu as a tourist
destination.

The moral of the story, The Man

From Madras Musings, supposes, is
that if fairs and carnivals you must
run, keep as quiet as possible about
it. And talk international tourism
more. ' :

MMM
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STAMPS FOR SALE

VValuable Whole World Collection — First
Day Covers Available: Balaram, 24 MRC
Nagar Madras-600 028. Ph: 838257, 838613,

No trifling matter

An attempt at compromise is being
worked out. The registration fee to
SEBI has been slashed lo Rs, 2.5 lakhs

per head and the, brokers have

grudgingly resurned trading. Yel this
embarrassment could have been
avoided.

No one questions the need for-a

Cerberus, given the rampant mal-

practices in the absence of a proper
regulatory culture in most of the stock

exchanges. For, an authority has not
only to protect the righls and interests :
of investors, but also that of brokers, -

who often suffer due to the actions of
the investors. In fact, as it happens,
registrations  with  regulatory
organisations like SEBI and the stock
exchanges is a common practice
worldwide. And there is an efficient co-
ordination between the stock exchanges
and a regulatory organisation (ROS).

ROS only intervene to ensure that the -
 rules and laws are being upheld. So,

it is the stock exchanges thal are
registered with ROS and not the
individual stock brokers per se. By this,
SEBI can avoid getting involved in
micro-level interventions, and, instead,
after a proper dialogue, strive lo
streamline the working of various stock

exchanges, guiding them from time to _

{ime with a firm hand.

Nevertheless, there could have been
a little more tact in handiing this issue.
To begin with, lhe record could have

been sel right by an explanation for
such dual registration, and as to what
SEBI proposes to do with the
registration fee of Rs. 50 cr that it hopes
lo collect.- Will it protect the brokers or
merely gel their vital statistics in its
safekeeping — and may be use these
against them? Will SEBI provide an

e« BULL'S EVE .

efficient infrastructure and less
cumbersome regulations for brokers in
return for the contribution to its large
corpus? Instead of ignoring such
legitimate fears with lordly disdain, a
discussion could have been offered, at
least after the questions were raised.

All said and done, the confrontation
belween SEBI and the broking
community has'not augured well either
for the capital market or those
depending on-it, especially when it is
all sef to aftract international investors
and raise resources for industry.
Granting that firmness is necessary,
SEBI could have been more tactful.

Here, meanwhile, are some
recommendations for the coming
fortnight:

Karur Vysya Bank Ltd (CMP

Rs. 275.00): The graph indicales support
at current levels and a low downside risk
of Rs. 250. The bank has a low equity of

Rs. 1.50 cr and a high EPS of Rs. 27.40

as on March 31, 1991. The EPS for

1991-92 is likely to be over Rs. 30 and the
current P/E is very low at 9.20 for the
anticipated EPS. The share should more than
double in a year's time on conservative
eslimate. Buy for long-term gains.

Essar Shipping Ltd (CMP

Rs. 127.50): The downside risk is limited
to Rs. 120 as the share has good support
at that level. The equity capifal of the
company is Rs, 46.42 cr and for Sept '91
(15 month period) i declared an annualised
EPS of Rs. 5.65. for the year ending

Sept "92 we estimate an EPS of Rs. 9.50

which supports a price of. Rs. 240 by that
time. Buy for medium- term gains when the
price stabilises and begins to move up.
The Nedungadi Bank Ltd (CMP
Rs. 210.00): The Narasimham Commitlee
report and recent credit policy of RBI have
done a lot of good to the banking industry.
The future looks bright for banks in general.
Nedungadi proposes to expand its branch
nelwork by 94 new branches. Also on the

anvil for 1992-93 is diversification into such -

financial services as underwriting of issues,
operations in the money market, credit cards
and investor services. The bank has tied up
with Standard Chartered Bank 1o offer these
services. Considering these factors and the
expectation of further liberalisations towards
this sector, we can expect this stock to be

a better bet for future holdings even at this --
K. Gopalaknshnan )

price.

We regret

The Bull's Eye headline in Madras
Musings Apnl 16-30, 1992, should.
have read “PSU scripts” and NOT
: Editor

“PSV srnpfs" '

-in a bigger way.

- OUR
'READERS

MM preserved

Congratulallons lo Madras Musings lor o
bringing lo the notice of your readers, .

fortnight afer lorinight, some valuable -~
snippels from the history of Madras as well - .

as such signilicant social developmenls as

“The Ph.D from Nochikuppam”. The cily
has indeed many firsts lo ils credit. It is-a

pity that the cilizens of Madras are nol as

aware as they should be about the conlri- - - »

butions made by their city and do not exert

 themselves in preserving their landmarks.

It.may interest you lo kniow that | am

systematically preserving all the issues of .

Madras Musings in a file lor future reference.

R C Narayanan

Principal (Retd)

Delhi College of Engg.

" "Madras-600 090.

Beautiful Madras

¢ eaming lo plan a new Madras’
(Musings April 16-30) was really
good. The projects mentioned make me
dream of how the city will be one day.
Even if any one of these projects makes
our streets, which are like dust-bins, beautiful,
Madras will be at its height.

112 Dr Besant Road
Madras-600 014.

Spread net wider

his refers fo the aricle
Errors™ by Movieman (MM 16-30 April

1992). | am glad that at least one has found
time fo point out the awful errors in a thesis

that earmed a Ph.D. recenlly. While similar
issties can be listed endlessly, | am particularly
happy thal one simple, yel imporiant point
has emerged oul of this article.

Research supervisors holding high -

positions in Universities/Colleges/ Research

Organisations and their students think it is-

below their dignity to consult the latent talent
that is available in every academic research
area. By latent lalent | mean the innumerable

amaleurs and professionals without ‘big"™
. degrees, Through sheer enthusiasm and hard -

work, these men and women have acquired
firsl hand knowledge in.their respective areas

~ of inlerest, Humility of both the supervisor
~and the student to learn from these great .

people is prominently lacking today. The role
of amaléurs and professionals without ‘big’
degrees is becoming all the more important
and relevant today because of the growth
of several inter-disciplinary research fields.

If we agree thal our counlry should

develop and our. research activity” should

stand the test of time, let s respect, recognise,

and acknowledge ability, knowledge, and -

skill from any source and, more particularly,
let us involve amaleurs in professional work

.. loyola College

Madras-600 034,

Being quixotic

You must charge readers somelhing for

Madras Musings — Rs. 2 at present, laler. - .

more. Nol 1o do sois quixotic.

V Ravindran
Sudeir Apariment- ..~ ¥
5/2-4th Trust Cross St., =" ]
Madras-600 028: ..

No eyebrows?

Furlher to my letier on lhe Montagu Bust o

(MM Agl. 1-15), C P Ramaswami Alyer
in a leter of Oclober 13,

eye-brows in mournmg|

Anthony Crasto

“A Thesis of

-A Raman :

I L

1993, 10 .-
C R Reddy, commented, * By the way, have
you seen the note in the' papers that the! =
Monlagu bust has no eyebrows? 1 thought:: .- -
it was only the Egyplians who took off lhenr S |

. Aﬁddii
5TEVK Sampath Road .-
Madras OOO 007 -
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Onee you succeed in establishing yowsell as a brilliant scientist

abroad, we will put up your statue, print stamps with your face
on it, ccmmemmorate your birth anniversaries and ensure thal your

widow gets a modest pension before she is ninely...

[y

frustrated...

Dr Vishnu Sharma continues his campaign against
the Establishment in these caustic cartoons quickly
sketched and captioned by him for Lisa Durante of

Madras Musings.

What's fate
doing to
the doctor?

t is difficult to know what to make

of Dr Vishnu Sarma's outrageous bad
luck. Is it possible that someone, like
Madras-born Sarma, should begin  his
academic career at the hallowed “Doon
Public School”" in Dehra Dun, progress
to Cambridge to read Zoology, then to
London to do Medicine, and now, after
more than thirty years active service as
a Researcher and eminent Gynae-
cologist, be forced to resort to publishing
appeals for “moral and material™ help
in popular weeklies?

This gentleman's diminutive size,
angular, intelligent face, and patrician
nose, which he prods constantly with
lean, nervous fingers, do not reflect the
intensity of the battles that he is waging
on two fronts loday: “Against my throat
cancer on the one hand, and against
the indifference of the Indian Medical
Establishment, on the other,” he says.

Sixtyfive-year-old Sarma adamantly
maintains that the latter struggle is the
“tougher to beat”. Throughout his
working life he claims to have been
“brutally shunned” by. the national
medical profession at large: “from

_research echelons to influential in-

dividuals who have syslematically
thwarted my potential,” he whispers in
a frenzied outburst during a three-hour

" interview at his Besant Nagar flat.

Despite the glowing achievements
minutely listed in his CV — BSc in
Zoology at Emmanuel, Cambridge,
M.RCS. from London University and
first year medical intemship at the
famous Barts Hospital in London — his
posigraduate degree, namely, M.D
(Cantab) was never deemed acceptable
for full eligibility to engage in medical
research in India. I therefore never
secured an all-powerful guide for myself,
and lost the chance to an inroad into
the proverbial largesse of Indian PhD
circles,” he explains in the raffish yel
somewhat dated tones of a donnish
English of the 1950s.

Vishnu Sarma claims he spent the
prime vears of his career, from the mid
50's to the mid 80's, being uncere-
moniously shunted from one medical
post to another: Madras Medical
Service, Stanley Maternity Hospital and
the Government Women's and Child--
ren’s among others. All the same he
managed to raise a family of three and
write over forty medical papers in
distinguished specialised journals in the
West, "I have always been appreciated
abroad”, he says, “‘and sometimes |
regret not having escaped on the brain
drain train,” he laughs.

So why now, after decades of
frustration, has he decided to take up
cudgels and fight? *l am tired and
weary-and ill," Sarma sighs hoarsely.
“The lesion in my gullet is not gelting

better,” he explains pointing at an ugly
welt in his throat. “'l want recognition,
justice and the funds [ honestly believe
are owed me to be able io codify all
my research in book form before all
these years of sacrifice and scholarship
go to waste,” he explains cryptically.

Emphasising that he is “an inter-
national authority on_the congenilal

Dr Vshnu Sarma

- malformations of the foetus,” he says
that “several honours have been
heaped on me, but they do not give
me the means to continue my research

or even safeguard my health. | have
even been forced to sell medical notes
and tomes,” he grumbles, as he coughs
into a handkerchief.’Now | am scomed
even by kin," he complains (a litlle too)
plaintively. “What can I do?”

Not a great deal, in fact. So
Dr Sarma has decided to share his
woes with the general public in the
hope that they might come up with the
support, moral and malerial, he so
desperately needs. The series of
‘appeals’ published regularly in national

“weeklies have been helping, but “not
nearly enough,” he says. fortunately,.

the old boy public school network has
responded favourably fo the ex-Doon’s
cry for help; a pile of letters, with ex-
classmate and Union Minister Dinesh
Singh's at the top, “proves that I still
have friends,” he claims.

Unfortunaely his name always seemed to get feft out whenever
| published the results of his research. Pity he should
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I never denigrate my juniors unless I'm sure they are more
intelligent than me...

Even though the emergency funds
are slow in coming, and the hospital
bills are increasing, Vishnu Sharma
displays a sloical equanimity conceming
his fate and, due to his unfailing sense
of humour, or “the absurd”, as he
prefers to call it, manages lo survive
with a {crooked) smile.

“l have always loved drawing
cartoons, political or social satire,” he
says proudly. “And this doodling always
tides me over in difficult momenis "he
adds.

Doodling is an understalement.
Sarma’s name is featured in The
Penguin Book of Indian Cartoonists.
Parallel to his chequered medical career,
he was, in fact, a regular contributor
o the now defunct Shankar’s Weekly
And “guess who my favourite editor
was?" he asks, grinning, or rather,
trying to — “R. Venkataraman, none
other than our distinguished President”,
he laughs.

Is it possible that a man who has
had an excellent education, has devoted
his life to medicine, whose **hobbies”
such as cartoon drawing and illustration
managed o gain nationwide recogni-
tion, is reduced to making “‘appeals”
for money and support, amid his own
kin's criticism to boot? Evidently, yes.

If Sarma held an orthodox belief in .

God, then he would put it all down
to an unfortunate karma, “but since I
don't, I can't foist the responsibilty on
that," he says. On whal then, or
whom? “Oh, I really don't know, nor
would I say if I did.All I know is that
I'm in trouble now and | wish my plight
would become the responsibilty of
every seeker of justice. That is all,” he
pronources. .Lisa Durante

Capital
stays put

w=rex That’s what promise of

new Secretariat indicates

The closing week of the budgel

session of the Tamil Nadu Assembly
brought sad news to those who wanl
to ‘save’ this cily and heartening news
fo many who dislike change of any
kind. I refer to the proposed change in
the city’s skyline with the addition of
a comprehensive Secrelarial complex,
“surpassing even the Vidhana Soudha
in Bangalore”. The announcement,
made by the Chiel Minister herself, also
slated that the new Secrelarial complex
would house the Assembly chamber
loo.

Another announcement, this time
by Finance Minister Nedunchezhian,

an ollence is commilted during any
procession, meeting ele organised by a
political party, it shall be presumed thal
the offence has also been commilled
by such political party or communal,
language or ethnic group. The Bill has
specified punishment for committing
mischicl in respect of public propery
~ imprisonment from one year lo five
vears. Those commitling mischief by fire
or explosive malerial, thereby damaging
property 1o the amount of Rs. 100 or
above, shall be punished with R from
two lo len vears.

There were Joud profests from
members that they were being ignored

The View from Fort St George...

...by R.K.K.

spoke of new., flal-type accommodation
in the city for MIAs: they had
complained that the present Legislators’
Hoslel lacked facilities. (By way ol
background information. il should be
mentioned thal there were loud prolesls
when plans were announced for a
multi-storeved Legislators’ Hosle! inside
the thickly-wooded Govemment Estate.
By the fime the construclion was
compleled, Congress found itself out of
power.)

The new complex would mean the
shattering of the dream of a few. of the
capital moving o the mofussil. o a new
cily surpassing perhaps even Lulyen's
Delhi and Corbusier's Chandigarh. Bul
first things first. The new complex,
hopefully ouiside the city. might leave
Moun! Road and other arterial roads
free for buses, cars and pedesirians, if
the processionists who now occupy
them much of the time have to head
for a new destinalion.

Another imporiant event during the
fortnight was the Assembly passing the
Tamil Nadu Public Property (Prevention
of Damage and Loss) Bill 1992. This
was described by Law Minister K A
Krishnaswami as a “trend setter” and

a social wellare legislation that would
ensure penal aclion and damage
compensation. The stalemen! of
‘Objects and Reasons’ says that when

by officials, particularly in  district
headquarters. and they urged
Government to remedy this situation.
Said S Peler Alphonse: *We acl as real
bridges ol understanding between the
people and the Government™,

The Chief Minisler’s announce-
ment of an income ceiling for drawal
of rice by cardholders in the public.
distribution system. and the withdrawal
of the ceiling the next day set members’
lalking aboul local body elections being
round the comer. Minister Viswanathan
pointed oul that the Chiel Minister had
already made it clear that local body
elections would be held after the
election for the Cooperatives,

But the most controvensial issue to
come out of the House was the
dilferences between the Press and the
Legislature, the former holding that the
measures  being adopted by _ the
Assembly against some pressmen would
prove harmiul to Press freedom. while
the lalter insisted thal Govemment was
for press Ireedom, but, at the same time,
was commilled 1o protecting the dignity
of the House.

The last word on the subjecl has
nol been said yel, and from the look
of things. with the Supreme Count also
now being involved. it wiil lake a long
lime for that lasl word. unless the
privileges of the Legislature are
codified.

he prestigious Economic Times —

Harvard Business School Associa-
tion of India corporate performance
award for the year 1991 has gone lo
LMW (Lakshmi Machine Works) of
Coimbatore. The company is the
brainchild of G K Devarajulu, a legend
in the textile industry who passed away
recently.

LMW s supposed lo be one of
those few companies in India which
can come close to being a world-class
manufacturer. lls growth has been
steady and during some years quite
spectacular. It ended March 1991 with
a sales turnover -of nearly Rs. 270
crores compared to the previous year's
Rs. 185 crores. :

The company, which was sel up
nearly 30 years ago. wen! in for a
collaboration  with industry leaders

close to worl

Reiler Machine Works and Schwerter
Engineering Works Lid-of Swilzerland.
LMW's workers can all read German
and quite a few of them are trained in
Swilzerland. An execulive from Reiter
is permanently based in Coimbalore.

Three successes

Now that six monthly resulls are

beginning fo come oul, it seems
prelty clear that those companies which
are into exports have done well. The

Business Review

When LMW was sel up fo
manufacture machinery for the spinning
industry. it had formidable compelitors
in Mahindra's and Mafatlal’s. These
companies are barely in the field now,
LMW not only survived compehhon
but also the prolonged recession in the
textile indusiry. Today., LMW
manulaciures the entire range of cotlon
spinning machinery. It has also been

concentrating on exports, which went -

uplo Rs. 40 crores last year.

partial convertibility of the rupee, the
new EXIM policy and lax exemplions
on export profils have led 16 increasing
profil margins for these unils.

Among the 16 companies surveyed
by the Economic Times. three South-
based companies, Thiagarajar Mills, TN
Chemical Products and Virudhunagar
Textiles have done extremely well in
terms of sales and profits. It is gelting
increasingly obvious thal unless

class

companies are willing Io e\plml their
export potential, they are going to face
hard times.

Wobbly two-wheelers

The two-wheeler indusiry continues
its downward slide. March and April
have been cruel months. Rajdoot and
Yamaha slipped pretty badly. TVS
Suzuki, Kawasaki RTZ and Hero
Honda also did not fare very well. Even
Telco is finally admilting a slow down

in its sales of heavy commercial

vehicles. The Aulo induslry seems o
be.all set for a year of poor
performance. So how will Standard
Motors fare?

" The Shroff
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Performance
Artist

Somewhere a famous Trench artis!
remarked. with becoming modesty,
“An arlist cannot speak about his art
any more than a plant can discuss
horticulture™.

No doubt this is why arl has
become one of the greal unsolved
puzzles of the age. Nobody understands
it, leas! of all the art critics. They have
cooked up such a complicated jargon
thal it's doubtful that even they
understand what they are lalking about.

Mulligatawny decided to invesligale
the matter with an art crilic. The species
is known lo be reclusive, living in a
semi-permanent twilight, littered with
the bones and other remnants of poor
and struggling young plants, who

and throw it across the surface so that
the paint itsell became a river. with thick
while clouds and clods of earth in
purple and green, applied with all ten
fingers and loes, you could describe il
as ‘Hyper-Fealism’ Sometimes, of
course, he likes lo show off that he can
really paint, so he adds various details,
like eyes. naked women. flowering
penises and rivers that run blood and
you can happily say, ‘Dada-Surrealism’

“What about the large cul-outs thal
we see all over the cily, does this
qualify as ‘Hyper-Realism’ or ‘Dada-
Surrealism'? | asked.

“No, that's ‘Hirsule Realism. It
makes your hair stand on end!” she
explained.

MULLIGATAWNY

haven'l made it to the annual horti-
cultural contesl. The arl critic feels
secure in his or her role as a powerlul
planl-maker, shuffling through a stack
of labels thal either say, ‘Abstrac
Impressionism’ or ‘Impressive Abstrac-
tionism’, it's difficull to make out.

“Can vou fell me”", I asked timidly.
“what all these tesms mean?”"

The crilic looked up quizzically. If
they are not being quizical, they are
being cryptic, the worst is when they
are lolally silent. Unlike arists. art critics
are meant to speak up.

“Well, old chap.” she said. “let’s
start with ‘Realism’. You can recognise
that I suppose. If a chap paints a picture
of a river running across a landscape
with a bit of sky at the top and the good
carth below. with a tree growing by the
side, that’s realistic. I he adds a couple
of birds billing and cooing in the
branches. an amorous couple dallying
on the banks of the river and plenty
of fish and flowers, that becomes,
‘Romantic realism’. Do you begin lo see
the distinction? | nodded my head.

““But couldn't | just take a piclure
with my camera?” | asked.

“Brilliant,” cried the ar crilic,
slapping her ink-stained hand on her
generous thigh. ““That's just it. Once
people began taking photographs. artists
had lo find other ways of expressing
themselves. If an arlist takes a wet rag
and wipes all the paint off his canvas,
or paints the same scene of the river
in such a way that it looks like a
landscape on a rainy day, you would
call it Post Realism’.

“On the other hand., if he were to
take a whole can of deep blue paint

MANAALI RAMAN. . .

TE

~?7’:.T'3T'f"v
4+ T

“I don'! think this will work unless
the World Bank gives us the money
for raised foolpaths and flyovers for
pedestrians.”

IN MAD. MAD MADRAS

“There are other artists who go o
the river and  lake a bucket of waler
and paint the image of a bucket with
water'in il. That's'called ‘Conceptual
Art" Or else the artist will fix a clear
plastic tube between two crossed
aluminium bars placed al an angle so
that the water passes through the tube
like a giant-enema and he will call it
‘Installation Art”. If there are lubes and
neon lights, with a small motor running
to pump the waler, il becomes ‘High
Tech.

“It's all very clear now," | said,
preparing to take my leave. But the art
critic pushed me back with a lunge of
her bio-morphic breasts and said, "l
haven't even started, there's still pholo-
realism. neo-realism, neo-primitive, less-
is-more, bio-morphism, consumerism,
and Post Modernism and apres Post
Modernism, which is where we are at
the moment.”

By this time the Mulligatawny
femper was on the rise. | picked up the
art critic with a neo-barbaric gesture and
threw her head first out of the window.
Her last words as she hit the thick black
surface of the Cooum River are still
ringing in my ears, “Mulligalawny, you
never told me you were a Performance
Artist,” she cried.

be home of the Anna Institute of Management that Government ran for its staff. But when a girder fell a couple
of years ago, the building was quickly evacuated. A Civilian with a sense of history, however, ensured that the
building would not be pulled down; work’s going on on ils renovation, as a consequence.

The Grange dates back to 1853 when it was built by John Bruce Norton
THE as his home. Norton, advocate and later Advocate General, was the father =** & THE
OLD... of Eardley Norton, one of the best known names in early 20th Century legal NEW

circles in Madras. It was then known as Norton’s Gardens. Later it was
owned in succession by a partner of Arbuthnot & Co; the Maharaja of Vizianagaram; Sir Murray Hammick,
a Senior Civilian who named it The Grange; and P Venkatachellam who sold it to the government in 1917.
The new has no such claims to eminence, but it’s another house near the Adyar and it’s elegant. It also features
the tile roofing that’s becoming popular in many an up-market residence in the city these days, but the tiles are

laid on a solid roof, not on wooden ‘reepers’ as before. (Photographs by SUSHEELA NAIR)

Now that Satyajit Ray is no more,

it is time fo take stock of his rich
legacy. Browsing through the book-
shelves you discover a [air amount of
malerial that should contribute to our
understanding and appreciation of this
greal personality.

There's no better way than to slart
with Ray in his own words: Our
Films Their Films (Disha Rs. 85).
This is a collection of articles conlaining
insights into the making of his films as
well as those by other Indian and
international filmmakers. l'or the more
serious film bull, or the aspiring
filmmaker, there's The Apu Trilogy
(Seagull Rs. 100), a single volume
presentation of the scripts of those great
films.

Among the Ray biographies,
Andrew Robinson’s The Inner Eye
(Rupa Rs. 100) is the mos! up-lo-date.
More than a biography. the book is a
companion to Ray’s oeuvre, as almost
each of his films is devoted a separate
chapler, packing in delails of the fiim-
making process and rounded off by
Ray's comments and Robinson’s assess-

ment of each. A more intimate bio-
graphy is Marie Selon’s Portrait of
a Director, which was published in
1971. Sadly, the book is no longer
available, but rumour has it that a
reprinl is in the works.

Ray always rainfained that he
lived on his eamings from his books

rather than {rom his films. This was no
idle claim, for Ray's books have outsold
all Bengali writers barringTagore! Ray's
slories are essentially enlertainments for
older children, but can be enjoyed by
one and all. By his own admission, he
was greally influenced by the writings
of Wells, Verne and Doyle. His 'most
[amous creations are lhe defective
Pradosh Miller a.k.a. feluda and his
assistant Topse. You can encounler them

in The Adventures of Feluda
(Penguin Rs. 60), a collection of slories
thal includes The Golden fortress’
which was laler filmed by Ray. Another
ol Ray's crealions is Professor Shonku,
an inventor/adventurer in the mould of
Doyle's Professor Challenger. Bravo
Professor Shonku (Rupa Rs. 30) is
a colleclion of stories featuring this
characier. Phatik Chand (Orieni
Rs. 25) is a novella aboul a boy
kidnapped by hoodlums in Calcutla.
And, finally, Stories (Seagull Rs. 150)
is an ecleclic colleciion that includes the
lale of Patol Babu, the only story that
Ray set in the film world.

Among the filmmakers who were
inspire by Ray are the team of
Merchant- Ivory. Ray contributed lo
their films in more ways than one,
composing the  music for
Shakespearewallah and recutling The
Householder, a lesson in ediling thal the
filmmakers cherish to this day. The
Films of Merchant-Ivory {Abrams}
($ 20) by Robert Emmel Long is a
lavish celebration of this film-making
partnership of more than thirly years

Ay WI iting

slanding. The book contains biographies
of Merchant, Ivory and Jhabwala (their
scriptwriter) and a synopsis and analysis
of each of their films.

Turning from films lo fiction, there's
a trio of new litles that run the gamul
from the literary to the popular. In
Harlot's Ghost (Ballaniine Rs. {95)
Norman Mailer fuses the real and the
fictional in a saga aboul the C.I.A. As
the book received mixed reviews,
Mailer took on his critics through the
press and generaled loads ol
controversy. Bul al more than 1000
pages, you will have lo be a besotted
Mailer fan to try this one.

In Palace of Desire (Anchor
Books Rs. 279.50), Parl il of his
lamous " Cairo Trilogy, Nobel Prize-
winning novelist Naguib Mahlouz
conlinues the saga of the Al Jawad
family thal he began in Palace Walk.

And, finally, Len Deighion bids
adieu to the Cold War and tums to
Latin America in Mamista {Arrow
£ 2.00), a thriller involving Marxist
guerillas and banana republics.

Gautam Padmanabhan
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Prasanna Venkatachalapathy Temple is a cricket

Streel cricket on the road thal runs bet

tenements for fisherfolk. (Photo: K N CHARI)

Summer’s here!

/
Good news,

s the mediaeval poet sang, summer

is incumen in, and, we may add,
with its wonted accompaniment of heat
and dust, swirling winds and flying
qarbage. The season brings out the
creative originality of our scribes (a
word much in the news lately), who
write with passion about the swellering
heat, slum fires and such, supporting
themn with pictures of urchins disporiing
themselves in dirty pools of slagnant
waler, or broken waler mains. And file
il all away neatly to be recycled the
following year.

Obviously that is not the good
news | have in mind. Something
spontaneous happened in my little street
that, though it is not earthshaking, is
still worth faking about. At a time when
organised institutions are llexing their
muscles at one another, with nothing
constructive happening except shouting
and counter-shouting at god knows
what cost lo the public exchequer, and
confrontation is the order of the day.
the little girls in our street are setting
an example the rest of us may well view
with respect.

During the school year they usually
go their own independent ways,

P

Street cricket

——at et eaa

Irecenlly had to meel that Madras
cricket stalwart M | Gopalan. To reach
his residence in San Thome, | had to
wend my way through busy slreels
made more crowded and noisy by boys
playing cricket. The paved driveway of
Shanti Apartments, where Gopalan
lives, was yet another pilch to be
negotialed. With summer and the
holidays on us, street cricket has laken
over the cily once again. Now the
game is to be found everywhere in
Madras, not in just a few localities.
The home, or main centre, of
cricket activity in the cily was once
Triplicane. This part of the city and
Chepauk used to be nolable for their
street houses, quite a few of them
palatial, but without the surrounding
open spaces many of the big bungalows
in Mylapore had. In spite of this
amenity, sport, especially cricke! and
hockey, did not develop as intensely in
Mylapore as in crowded Triplicane.
Triplicane (and Chepauk) did have
playgrounds like the Marina (Presidency
College), the M.CC. ground, the Old
Engineering College ground, south of
the MCC., but, except for the last
named, they were not available for
public use, Those who were fond of
games had to tread a considerable
distance along the beach to use the
Plague Shed grounds, south of the
University Examination Hall. But lack
of facilities did not deter the youngsters
of Triplicane and they resorted to liberal
use of the street and by-lanes fo play

crickel and hockey, with hand-made

implements for bat, stick and ball. They
were not considered a nuisance by the
residents who promoted street clubs and
organised contests for them. Many a
Madras cricketer later to become
famous had participated in these games.

Gopalan told me how, as a teen-
ager, he migrated to Triplicane from his
village (Morappakkam in Chengalpattu
District) to assist his older brother in
business, and took to these street games
as a pastime. So gifted was he that his

talent in both sporis attracled senior
sporsmen of the area like Kalyana-
raman (of the Railways) and B V
Ramanujam, a prolessor, to mention
just two who encouraged him to reach
for higher honours. The Hindu and
Kellet High School, Triplicane, also
played their part in encouraging sport

and Triplicane

photographer K.N. Chari was struck by
this when he recently photographed
two street crickel matches, one in
Nochikuppam. He was struck by the
cricket knowledge of the youngsters.
And by their expectations! “Will some
elders appreciate our talent and help us

come up?" one enthusiastic young |

« by P N SUNDARESAN

and bringing lo the surface the skills of
students like V Jaganathan, C K Naina-
kannu, C R Rangachari, P V Rama-
nathan and his brothers, besides Ram
Singh and Gopalan.

The mass participation of young-
sters, with their passionale love of sport,
particularly crickel, also resulted in the
emergence of clubs like the Chepauk
United Club, Triplicane Sports Club,
Triplicane Recreation Club, Minerva
Cricket Club and Triplicane Cricket
Club. Though Minerva owed ils growth
to V R Lakshmiralan, quite a few of
its members, like Ram Singh, were
based in Triplicane or Chepauk. In

contrast, the paucity of similar activity

limited the development of the game
in Mylapore and fill the emergence of
Alwarpet Cricket Club, the Mylapore
Recreation Club was sole representative
of talent in the area. Besides Buchi
Babu's sons — Bhatt, Baliah and Ramu
— C.R. Pattabhiraman, the eldest son
of C.P. Ramaswami lyer, G Partha-
sarathy, PS. Ramachandran and
TM. Duraiswamy were behind the
successful growth of M.R.C. At that
lime, Mylapore seemed to lean more
towards tennis, producing players like
T.B. Balagopal, the Bhatt brothers and
V D Ramaswami — but this did not
have much impact on the public.
The scene has dramatically changed
now. Cricke! is even more widespread
and the electronic media has introduced
a new crickel-consciousness among all
social strata in the city. Veleran

+

player asked him. May be Madras wili
yel have a street cricket tounament like
Bombay has its tennis ball cricket
tounaments with lakhs al stake! And
may be an Eknath Solkar or a Kambli
will yet emerge from the streel games
in Madras

mainly

spending lime with friends in other
areas, and engaging in a number of
other activities. But the relentless heal
damped their spirits. As they say.
adversity, if such a big word can be
used to describe the ennui of little girls.
brings people together, and one of them
came up with whal was fo them a great
new idea. Instead ol moping
individually in their houses. why not
form a club and get together regularly
in one house and have fun and games?
(None of them lives more than a few

C<king

aSKance

yards away from one another.) So the
Summer Vacation Club was born.

Within 24 hours they were fully
organised. with rules and regulations.
a programme of action. and, maybe.
a subscription. They elected a President
and SecrelaryTreasurer. and were
promptly in business. Within the first
few days of the formation of the Club.
they presented a skit. starled indoor
aclivities, began a bhangra dance class,
and are now rehearsing a play. They
also write original pieces. and | have
much pleasure in reproducing one of
them here. The fact that il has been
writlen by my grand-daughter is not
really an exercise in nepotism, bul, as
it happens, il is the only one that has
became available lo me, and | have no
doubt there are pieces by some of the
other young ladies which are just as
charming, Here we go:

AUTOBIAGRAPHY
MY SELF

My name is Aditi. | study in a
school called Vidya Mandir. | am
going fo Sth Standered. My
characler is good. My favourile
subject is English. I live in C 1T
colony. In the holidays | go to my
granny’s house where | have a ol
of good friends. We have formed
a Club there. It is called our Club.
! like it very much. I love my
grandfather but he is always
grumpy, grump, grump all the time.

Dr. Beatrix D 'Souza says the medias

Unfair to women

(By A Staff Reporter)

thmasuha advertising, the Virgin and

e Vamp syndrome on the big and
small screen and the city's “gigantic and
often obscene’ hoardings all figured
prominently in Dr Beatrix D'Souza’s
recent appeal in the Legislature for a
Media Advisory Committee to monitor
the porirayal of women in films, TV.
and advertisements. Speaking in the
Assembly, she said there was an urgent
need for such an committee in order
lo prevent the negative impact these

" media were having on women's

progress.

Dr. D'Souza urged that explicit rape
scenes and violence against women be
heavily censored. “Our films and TV.
serials send out contradictory signals”,
she said. ‘“Women are stereotyped and
fall into two groups — the Virgin and
the Vamp. The masala mixture of these
films should be labelled very hot and

very dangerous. When life imitates art
we gel nol only eve-teasers but we also
get serial killers,” she wamed.

Turning to advertising, Dr D"Souza
pointed out that women were being
used to advertise everything from
washing powder lo cars and condoms.
She referred particularly to the
“offensive and embarrassing”’
J<amasutra condom advertisements. "]t
amounts to unfair business practice
swhen soft pom — an explicit sexual
picture of a couple and an excerpt from
the sex treatise Kamasutra — is used to
sell a produdl,” she commented and
added, “the threat from AIDS is real
and the necessity for family planning
urgent, but pomography is not the
answer .

Referring to obscene hoardings, she
went back a decade, to july 24, 1982,
and recalled that at a meeting held
between Government Officials of the

So | like my grandmother much
belter. Thus ends my aulobiagraphy.
By ADITI.

| forgot to mention that the Club
has one very slrict rule: boys are not
allowed. The average age of the girls
is 10. Was it worth my taking this space
and newsprint to describe the sort of
thing young people mus! be doing all
over town? Yes, | think. We can all get
a lift out of something so uncomplicated
and innocent in these days when adults
seem fo be doing an atavistic reversion
to primordial days. Out of the mouths
of babes and sucklings...

Toilet to temple
Another item of good news, though

not in the same class. Some of the
readers of this column might remember
the episode on my street when a driving
instructor, who had appropriated a
shady area for transacting his business,
was disturbed by the fact that others
used the same area as a public
convenience. He got over the problem
by simply building a small temple
against the wall. (Whatever his
molivation might have been, the temple
is thriving,with collections pouring in
and pujas by a regular priest.) Well, the
idea seems lo be calching up.

The Indian Express reported a few
weeks ago that a particularly rancid
streel near the Mount Road flyover
abulting a long wall was being similarly
used as a massive public toilet. One of
the local businessmen came up with the
idea of cleaning up the wall and
painting a series of religious pictures on
it, all at his own expense. With the
desired result — no one now desecrates
the area. It is hoped that this “toilet to
iemple” movement will catch on.

Petty tyranny

or balance, one not very nice bit of

news. Our policemen have several
ingenious ways of giving expression to
their innate sense of petty tryranny. The
latest manifestation is that when they
feel an autorickshaw driver is infringing
some rule or the other, they confiscate
the back-seat of the auto. S.K.

Home Department, Public Depariment
and Corporation of Madras and others
with the representatives of women's
organisations, il was decided to work
for legislation to ban obscene posters
and hoardings. But Madras continues
to be the only city in India that permits
these “gigantic and often obscene
cinema hoardings and advertisements”,
she pointed out. Stating that these
visuals are a source of titillation and not
only cause traffic accidents but lead to
anti-social acts, she drew the attention
of the House to the fact that Nuns of
Church Park had been trying for over
ten years lo have such hoardings
removed from the entrance-of their
school. Without success.- -
EDITOR'S NOTE: Madras Musings
wonders whether. action will now be -
taken not only on such hoardings,
posters and culouts but on all publicity
material which defaces the city, hinders-
traffic or distracts drivers?.
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What's new in veget

For those of you who still believe
in the virtues of old-fashioned
cooking, let me suggest the addition
of two new vegetables (available at
the Panagal Park market) to your
repertoire.

BAAK CHOI or BOK CHOY —
also know by the plainer name of
Chinese white cabbage — is
becoming more and more popular in
Western and Eastern kitchens.
Prepare this as you would any other
cabbage or spinach. If tender, use it
in salad. If not, boil, steam or sauté
it with bacon, and season with salt,
pepper and a pinch of sugar
Otherwise, do it the Chinese way
and make it into a soup, or stir-fry
it with beef, chicken or pork.

DILL is another vegetable which
gives a very special flavour to your
salads and sauces. It is made up of
a long shoot with fine sprigs and
resembles the anise, without the
latter’s strong aroma. It is used quite
liberally in French cooking, often as

the usual fast-food variety like pizzas
and burgers. There is a wider range
offered in Chinese foed, though
while the Indian cuisine comprises
South Indian snacks like idlis and
dosas and North Indian tandoori
fare.

I must admit that the decor is
very pleasant (lovely beiges), the staff
are courteous, the food is non-greasy
and quite appetising — but, horror
of horrors, the portions are

incredibly smalll Their tandoori
platter, for instance, was
pathetic compared to the same item
offered at TROPICANA.So, the net
result was that 1 was forced to
supplement these dishes with a few
“‘quickies’’ like salads and soups at
home — which didn't leave me very
pleased at the end of it alll

V.K.

FOODS-& FADS

quite .

‘Sandwich it in

Madtas seldom remembers an
anniversary. But amongst our
many other preoccupations, couldn’t
we find time to remember Lord
Sandwich? Even though he was
English, Paris decided to remember
him on his 200th death anniversary
a fortnight ago — and that'’s saying
something for him!

Lord Sandwich, a rather corrupt
First Lord of the Admiralty, left a
pame remembered by posterity
worldwide. Woody Allen, the
comedian, remembers this Cabinet
Minister as the man who ‘‘saved
mankind from the hot meal’.

A compulsive gambler, John
Montagu, the fourth Earl of
Sandwich, used to sit at the card

ables?

table for hours on end and would be
served by his cook at regular
intervals with chunks of cold lamb
between slices of bread, a
convenience that could be handlec
with one hand while the other was
busy with the cards. Once, this
controversial Cabinet Minister was
at the card table for 24 hours at a
 stretch, munching only on what the
| world now calls ‘sandwiches’.

Would all the city's fast food
places get together on a ‘Sandwich
Commemoration Fortnight' like
Paris and sandwich it into the city’s
busy schedule? And which of them,

. I wonder, would think of offering a

- Dagwood Sandwich, made famous
by a cartoon character who must be
over 50 years old but hasn't aged a
bit since he first started raiding the
refrigerator to concoct his speciality.

H.A. Sumith

a substitute for parsley, because of
its herbal taste, which is more
pronounced than that of coriander
leaves. The fruit and seed of this
plant are even used to inake a special
drink in Europe called dill-water.
Bon appetit!

Carnival-are

don't think there is a man or
woman alive these days who
hasn’t got fed up with the cooking
process at one time or another. In
any case, this seems to be a
permanent affliction — so 1ma3me
my joy when a new “takeaway'’
restaurant appeared within reach!
CARNIVAL is situated on a side
street in Abhiramapuram. Spread
across two large-sized rooms — one
of them for conferences — on the
first floor, this restaurant has three
see-through kitchens for Conti-
nental, Chinese and Indian food,
respectively. Of the Continental fare
I did not see much evidence, except

off

~ (until stocks last)

An exciting range of
Casuals and Formais.
Update your wardrobe with
the latest collection of
Shirts, T.Shirts, Trousers &
Jeans.

R

Poppat Jamal & Sons
161, Mount Road,
Madras 600 002.
Phone: 867532/862221

TE/PJ/10/92

R efreshing, cooling drinks to beat the

summer heal. Take your pick: The
traditional Jal Jeera or the lart Raw
Mango Sherbel, the tangy Cricket or
the creamy Banana fool, or lry the
soothing, wholesome buttermilk. To
add bite, add a dash of ground masala
to make Spicy Buttermilk.

SPICY BUTTERMILK

I cup fresh curd

3 cups waler

2 green chillies ground
% inch piece ginger toa
1 small sambar onion paste

A few coriander leaves
A few curry leaves
Salt to taste

Method

Mix everything. Beal well and
sirain. Serve chilled, gamished with
curry leaves.

Makes four glasses.

CRICKET

| cup orange squash

2 botlles Sprint or lemonade
Juice of 2 lemons
Lemon segment
Crushed ice

Method

Mix the orange squash with Sprint
and lemon juice.

Serve with crushed ice and decorate
with the lemon segment.

Makes four glasses.

JAL JEERA

Large lemon sized tamarind, soak in 1 cup
water and extract the juice.

2 tbs jaggery, grated

1 teaspoon ground mint leaves

3 teaspoons cummin roasled
seeds dry &
Y2 feaspoon powdered
asaloetida powder fine.

i teaspoon dry ginger
1 teaspoon rock salt
% teaspoon powdered pepper
% teaspoon chilli powder
Salt to tasle
Crushed ice
A few minl leaves for garnishing

Method

Add three cups of water to the
tamarind extract and bring to the boil.
Add the jaggery, strain and cool.

Mix all the powdered ingredients.
Refrigerate. Serve with crushed ice,
gamnished with mint leaves.

Makes four glasses.

'RAW MANGO SHERBET

2 medium raw mangoes

6 tbs sugar

4 teaspoon salt

% teaspoon dry ginger powder

\\ IN THE/ /
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A few basil leaves (fufsi) for garnishing
4 cups waler

Method

Boil the raw mango till done.
Remove the skin and extract the pulp.

Add water, sugar, sall and ginger
powder. Beat well. Gamish with fulsi
leaves and serve chilled.

BANANA FOOL

4 ripe bananas
2% cups milk

1 tbs lemon juice

4 bs sugar
Method

Beat all the ingredients in a blender.
Chill in a relfrigerator and serve.

Chandra Padmanabhan

The case

of the

Forensic science has made great

strides in the world today and ils
impact and utility are being increasingly
fell even in our couniry. forensic
medicine took giant leaps in Madras
during the past half century, thanks to
the greal work done by such brilliant
specialists as Dr C B Gopalakrishna.
(Nationally known as much for his
knowledge, falent and skill as his
straightforwardness and honesty, CBG,
a relired Professor of forensic Medicine,

salted

provided the answer in a little known,
less violenl but mos! interesting case —
‘The Case of the ‘Salted” Glass.

A leading businessman refurned
from a successful foreign trip and a
cocktail party was arranged to welcome
him. It was attended by his friends and
relatives, executives of his company,
importan! officials and their families.
The chiefl quest was a connoisseur of
wine and never drank anything else.
And so he got the only glass of wine
on the wailer’s lray.

As he took his first sip, the chtef
guest recoiled in sheer disgust, such was
the saline tasie of the wine. Being a
shrewd person, he jumped to the right

BY

CRIME NOTEBOOK

RANDOR GUY

has been called the ‘Sir Bernard Spills-
bury of India’ Sir Bernard, a Briton,
is considered the greatest forensic
specialist of all time.)

Dead men tell no tales, runs the
adage, but lo the forensic expers,

corpses fell loads of tales. An isolated

bone can tell the age and sex of the
victim as well as many more delails.
Besides finding the cause of death,
forensic science is increasingly being
used in many non-criminal cases fo
discover the truth, including deler-
mining, with exactitude, parentage (in
cases of dispute). It is possible to identify
a rapist, il he is caught soon after the
crime, just as it is possible to fix the
identity of the raped woman. Some
years ago, forensic science in Madras

conclusion that his glass had been
liberally spiked with urine! As he
whispered his doublts, waves of shock
spread around the hall. Enraged, he
ordered all the doors of the building to
be shut, and screamed for immediate
action. The matler was al once referred
to a friend, a top policeman, who soon
arrived on the scene with a forensic
expert (who, for obvious reasons,

wishes to remain anonymous!).
The ‘salted’ wine glass was taken
“away by the expert [or forensic analysis.
The glass surface revealed several
fingerprinis. The contents of the glass
were found lo contain liberal doses of
human urine and the liquid was subject-
ed fo blood group tests. Blood group
(Continued on-P7)

Navin
(Quizmaster NAVIN JAYAKUMAR's
questions are all from the fortnight
of April 15-30)
I. A commillee commissioned by the
UN recenlly made a study of 100
cities in terms of health, traffic,
congestion, educalion and
cleanliness. How much did Madras
score oul of 1007

. What is '[}-92°7

Dr Nair bridge connecling

Poonamallee High Road and

Lgmore will be ready by June.

Which is the next bridge the

Southern Railway plans to demolish

and reconstrucl?

4. With lhe Railway Ministry going in
for a conversion of the melre gauge
line from Madras lo Dindigul, top
Railway officials are rethinking
where the second broad gauge
terminal in Madras should be
located. Where was il supposed lo
be located? ‘

5. A new Rs.3.50 crore airporl was
commissioned on April 30, 1992,
in which city in TN?

6. The Ismail Commission which went
into lhe escape of Auto Sankar
reporled that the presenl location of
the Central Prison should be put to
betler use once the prison is shifled.

To whal new location?
. The Comoralion of Madras propases

Sl N

-

to spend Rs. 1 crore in the course

of the next year fo improve our parks
and playfields. How many parks
does Madras have?

8. Who was the cily’s first non-official
Mayor of Madras Corporalion and
Justice Parly leader whose stalue in
Ripon Building was garlanded by the
CM on the occasion of his 141st

“birth anniversary?

-What syslem of waler lreatment first
introduced at the Kilpauk Water
Works has been revived there?

10. leading texlile industrialist of the
South G K Devarajulu died recently.
Why was he called ‘Cavalier'?

1.1. Which organisalion which publishes
a monthly magazine on music and
-dance has recenlly eslablished a
Research and Documenlation Cenire
locussing enlirely on classical music
and dance?

12. Name the prohibition film to be
produced by the TN Govemment at
a cost of Rs. 85 lakhs and fo be
released on Gandhi Jayanthi Day?

13. Who is the only film personality
apart lrom the legendary Charlie
Chaplin to be honoured by Oxford
University with a doctorale?

14. Name the Russian space agency
whose conlract lo lransler rockel
technology lo India was suspended
and ‘unsuspended’,

15. Name the powerlul Mujahideen
leader of the Hezb-i-Islami forces?

16. Which couniry had a nolorious
secret service called Khad?

17. Name Mexico's second larges! cily
where hexane gas, which leaked inlo
the sewers, caused a series of
explosions that ripped open slreels
and flattened buildings.

1S. Unlil the recent discovery ol huge
ripples of matier near the edge of the
universe, 59 billion trillion miles long
and by far the most ancient (15
billion years old), the larges| known
slructure in the universe was an arc

_ of galaxies 200 million light years
long. Whal was it called?

19. Who is the lirst non-Yorkshire man
lo play for the county?

20. The members of the Indian Davis
Cup team for Asia-OceaniaGroup|
final are Ramesh Krishnan, Leander

Paes. Zeeshan = Ali and
?

o

‘(Answers to Quiz on page No. 8)
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‘meleoric -rise” as

for urine? Yes!, Among

and,’in their cases, their urine, sweat,
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BEAUTY ,
— where even
the eyes
don’t follow

Y'a!ho hastha thatho drishii... (where
the hands go, lhe eyes must
follow..:) says the Abhinaya Darpana,
the Sanskril lext which codilies the
gestures and movements of Indian
classical dance. This need nol always
beso. .
A group of students from lhe
Ramana Maharishi School for the Blind
presented a Bharatha Natyam pro-
gramme at the Narada Gana Sabha
recently. The recilal demonsiraled thal
Bharatha Natyam is nol a pastime for
a lew elile; infliential, beautiful gir's;
that physically challenged people can
also easily learn this arl form.
" Teacher Ashok Kumar has laken
greal pains to teach these blind boys and

Acharya Parvalthumar
(Pho!ograph Counesy Sruti)

illiam Shakespeare might have
V¥ wondered “Whal's in a name?",
but there's a lol to them in Tamil films.
Titles in Tamil cinema have played a
significant role in ils hislory, especially
after MG. Ramachandran look over
filmdom's reins in the 1960's.
MGR, an inlefligent and shrewd
slralegist, l\new well the potential and
power of cinema as a mass medium
and put it lo excellent use to oblain
maximum resulls. He planned every
detail in his films and supervised every
move in the making of them. Nothing

‘was left to chance, and thal’s why his

films rarely failed al the box-office.
There were flops, bul even such films

‘made enough money lo: enable their
“producers to survive and Iry again. Thal
‘was lhe reason why MGR was known

in“the Madras movie business during
lhe carly days of his incredible and
n *Minimum(M)
Guaranlee(G) Ramachandran!™

One of lhe things he paid the
»vreatesl attention lo in each of hlS fllms,
‘was ils litle.

_ Herwas a great believer in. molher—— '
wam}np' He had lost hlS fa(her when

girls the same repeﬁowe that any normal
student of dance leams. When they
danced there may have beer hardly
any emotion visible on their faces, bul
every geslure, every movement was just
right. Watching them was no different

-~ from walching the average Bharatha
- Natyam dancer in theinitial slages of

performance.

The efforls of both teacher and the -
studenls were really commendable. As

were the efforts of Venkatakrishnan,
whom most young dancers reler to as
Maama. Venkatakrishnan Maama is the
only hope for the not-so-rich young
Bharatha Natyam dancers who need
a platform to display their training with

 all the finery associated with the dance.

Venkatakrishnan Maama organises
dance programmes under the banner

* of Shankarabharanam. He does all the.

work himself, in spite of failing health
and eyesighl, and cheerfully and
enthusiastically lalks about dance and

- dancers all the time. It was he who

persuaded Dr R Nagaswamy, archaeo-

logist, scholar of Sanskrit and dance -
* theory, to present the blind group al the

Chidambaram Natyanjali dance feslival
al the Nataraja Temple., Thousands of
people who had qathered there had
cheered the -group. Then Venkata-

' krishnan went lo work in Madras.

he was young and his mother faced

~ and fought a lonely and hard batlle lo

bring up her children. It was out of that
experience that he coined the Tamil
phrase Thai  Kulam (mother tribe),
which caught the fancy of the public,
especially the women, and became a
popular catch-phrase.

' I TR BB
KINEMAYANA

BY
"MOVIEMAN

He made good use of the ‘molher
worship’ concept in his films of the early
60's, the beginning of his superstardom.

 Thai Sollai Thatlathey (1962.. Don't

Disobey Mother) was a big box office
hil. Another in this mould was Thayai
Kaaththa: Thanayan (The Son Who'
Saved Mother, 1963)-- |

~MGR’s farget audience‘were the‘
N 'Tamll masscs nol the pn(elhgentsza He

T Vasu looks obvrous.’y happy surrounded as he is by a ga!axy Vasu manber of the Advisory Counc.'l o! the In!emahonalz o
' Dance Alliance’s Madras Chapler, was saying bon voyage fo a group of nine young Bharatha Natyam dancers and five musicians -

who were off on a six-week tour of the US at the invitation of IDA, New York. The gro
group dances as well as a dance-drama produced by group leader Leela Sekhar of IDA Madbas, choreographed by Sudharani Raghupathy
and with musical direction by Madurai N Krishnan. The dance-drama, ‘Krishnam Vande Jagatgurum’ (Krishna, Lord of the Universe)

will be the piece-de-resistance of the show, according lo the group leader.

l THE VIEW FROM THE WINGS

Narada Gana Sabha's Krishna-
swamy liked the idea and gave the
venue free of charge. But | wonder why
Maama had so many people speak on
the occasion. The presentation spoke
for itself, it did not need the privale
thoughts of all those celebrities of the
dance world on the dance and the

dancers. But their generosily is o

be commended. The Chidambaram
festival will have them every year.
Mrs Y G Parthasaralhy will present
them at the Bharatha Kalanjali soon.
And Kalamandir will sponsor the
preseniation. Altogether an emotional
evening.

Language of the dance

Dance lovers have an exciting evenl
(6 look forward 1o af the end of
May. On the 30th, people who wonder
about Abhinaya Dampana and the

hat s in a title?

tailor-made his films for those masses

and packed socially relevant messages -

into every film-litle. Nallavan Vaazhvan
(1961, The Good Man Survives).
Thirudathey (1961, Don't Steal), En

" Kadamai (1964, My Duty). Enga
Veeltu Pillai (1965, The Son of Our

Home). a box office hit' Nan-£En
Piranthen (1972, Why Was | Born?
— the title of his magazine serial life-
story) were all unmistakeable message-
bearers meant for the masses. And his
millions of fans lapped them up and
saw in him .a Good - Samaritan,
champion of the underdog and the
saviour of the down-lrodden.

- However there's been a change
after his exit and; lately, an unhealthy

trend has been noticed. Today's Tamil -

film titles tend to massage the egos of
the individuals associated with them.

So there’s Raja Kaiya Velchaa (1990,
- With -Raja’s-Blessings). £n Rajavin

Manasiley (1991, In My Raja’s Heart),

Dalapathi (1991, The Commander),
. Mannarr (1992, The King) and other.

such titles, all a sad commenlary of our

times, when individuals are greater than

the masses.

(Contmued from P6)
human '
beings, there are many called ‘secrelors”

sahva —even- thelr semen — will reveal

‘lhe same-group as {heir blood:

The - culprit. was unlucklly a
‘secrelor’ ‘and the forensic specialist was-

ableto. discover his blood group. The -
__medncal records of the companv wete

 studied carefully and the entry under
the -blood- group threw up- several

~ names. But only one “of them was :
present at the cocktail party! He was

mlerrogated ~ and soon conlessed o

 pissing in his boss's glass because the :
 boss had been. making his life mserable E

The culprit's hngerpnnis were. also

found on the chief guest’s. wine glass,i.',
' ‘makmg the case more concluswe And

| THE CASE OF THE SALTED GLASS

when the execulive mconslructed his
" ‘crime’ for the investigators, lhe case ’
~ became watertight '

But- the boss did not wish to'

~ . becomne the laughing stock of the town, .-
.50 he/ decided not to file:a: police.
‘complaint. Instead; he ‘swallowed' the:

~insult after the culprit apologised to him - ‘
i writing. ‘Thus:ended The Case of

" the- Salted" Glass

language of Bharatha Natyam will gel
{o see the entire text presented in audio-
visual form by the Thanjavur Nrityasala
of Bombay al the Museum Theatre.

Abhinaya Darpana is the bible’ lor
all dancers, who look il up for the
alphabels and grammar of the gestural
language as well as for various other
delails.

Parvathi Kumar. who has trained
several well-known dancers in the
Thanjavur style of Bharatha Natyam.
has always been known for his very
original and innovative presentalions.
His student, Suchela Bhide Chapekar,
had worked on the Nirupanas poems
of the Thanjavur Maratha king Serfoji

and its choreography became a full-- §

fledsed reperioire for her. Belween
1947 and 1965, Parvathi Kumar
choreographed many landmark ballets.
including the celebrated ‘Rhythm of
Culture, ‘Dekh Teri Bambai', ‘Discovery
of India’ and ‘Krishna Leela’ He has
also choreographed many ballels for
children. The Madras-based classical
music and dance magazine Sruli has
published a delailed arlicle on the
production and ParvathiKumar.

The visual presentation of the
Abhinaya Dampana text will be by his
student Sandhya Punecha. Music is by
ParvathiKumar's studenl, partner in
teaching and wile, Sumati.

group’s programme would include solo and.

So if you are interested in knowing
something about the language of the
dance and wanl lo see something”
different from the Madras Bharatha -
Natyam scene, remember the time ad
the dale, 6.30 p.m.. May 30th.

VR. Devnka |

WANTED

Young,
enthusiastic,
- freelance
PHOTOGRAPHER
- for regular
assignments
(must have telephone)

Write to

The Editor
Madras Musmgs
Clo Lokavani-Hallmark Press

62/63 Greames Road,
Madras 600 006

GRAPHIC COLOUR PROCESS

LINE-HALFTONE-COLOUR:
POSITIVES & NEGATIVES

. ~ FOR .
‘e Offset Printing. e Block Making -

e Screen Printing e thhography
o Cine Posters o Prmted Cll"CUltS

o Photo Prints

149, Peters Road, Thousand Lights,

Madras 600 086.
PHONE: 861759
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Lights & Astroturf
for hockey stadium

(By the Corner Flag)

' The Mayor Radhakrishnan Stadium in Egmore is likely to be one
of the beneficiaries of the dismantling of Nehru Stadium. It is
learnt that the floodlights of Nehru Stadium, too weak for the much
bigger stadium that's to be built, are to be installed in the Egmore
stadium. ’

Meanwhile, it is also learat that Dr Beatrix D’Souza, MLA, is busy
trying fo get an Astroturf for the city. M A M Ramaswamy, former
President of the Indian Hockey Federation, and M Gopalakrishnan,
Chairman of the Indian Bank and after whose father the Egmore
stadium is named, are also committed to getting the city a synthetic
surface for hockey. If the efforts of all these three enthusiasts bear
fruit, and the lights also go up, Mayor Radhakrishnan Stadium will
become a hockey venue of international standard.

A venue for the SAF Games?

With the new Nehru Stadium to be a football stadium of
international standard and its turf to be surrounded by an eight-
lane track of similar standard, the City’s almost half its way towards
being equipped for international multi-disciplinary competition. The
refurbished hockey stadium and a renovated Anna Swimming Pool
would take it a bit closer to that goal. All that would then be needed
is an indoor stadium that could seat 10,000 and offer facilities for
basketball, volleyball, weightlifting, wrestling, boxing, table tennis,
badminton etc. : o

With an indoor stadium like that, we could confidently offer
ourselves as hosts for the 1996 SAF Games which should be India’s.
And why not be ready ever before, in case Bangladesh back out in

19937 -
Another star from the state

Such a stadium would also offer much encouragement to the
emerging international talent in Tamil Nadu in such sports as
volleyball, weightlifting and boxing. The latest in this talent that’s
been becoming apparent these past three or four years is young
Devarajan of the Railways, a product of the primitive facilities the
Sir Ashley Biggs Institute offers but which continues to churn out
champions.

Devarajan, for those cricket and tennis fans to whom alone the
local Press® seems to cater, is India's latest international gold medallist
— in boxing — and has just qualified for the Olympics after fighting
in the second round of the Asian trials which were held in Manila.
* One of these papers even reported that these boxing trials “were

played” in Manila!

‘s P Janaki Raman .,
‘Coach who’s made

TN football click

P Janaki Raman, one of the most

‘experienced football coaches in the
country, had coached the Tamil Nadu
team in 1972 when, in Goa, it reached

 the finals of the National Football

Championships for the first time. This

year, he took Tamil Nadu into the sem-
finals of the Santash Trophy toumament -

for the first time since that 1972

achievement. In the intervening years,

Tamil Nadu football has mainly been
down, though Janaki Raman, coaching
various state and club teams, has
produced players of national and
international standard.

The performance of Tamil Nadu's
youthful team in Coimbatore this year
has encouraged Janaki Raman to dream
of a “‘Santosh Championshiip for Tamil
Nadu". When the selectors took the
bold step of giving him youth in
preference to experience, he moulded
a good team out of brilliant individuals.
And, as he says, “the boys were ready
to take the load and, playing good ball
with great determination, eamed a
name for themselves and Tamil Nadu
football™.

Janaki Raman had them playing in
a 4-4-2 format that resulted in attacking
play, something forgotten during all
these years of negalive coaching. Tamil
Nadu was the only team in the tourna-
ment lo play this attacking format.
Skipper P N Ashok Kumar, with a goal
in almost every malch, and his fellow
forwards Grand Duraipandian, R Amal-
raj and ] Kumaresan were brilliantly

State’s TT parents

trendsetters

A top-class lournament  al - the

Perambur Railway Inslilute and a
well-organised.  well-patronised
coaching camp at the University Union
indoor stadinm at Chelput combined
to give Madras table tennis fans an
unforgettable  lorinight  carlier  this
month. The Railway Inslitute pulled the
crowds during the fist week fo the

the Rao brothers, A Srinivasa and A
Muralidhar. Al the end of every
morning and evening session, they were

Indian Bank's annual all-India-ranking

prize money lournament. On view al ‘

the Chelpul sladium simultancously.
and conlinuing thereafier. were as many
as 62 bovs and girls from Tamil Nadu
and other states. alt aged between 10
and 12 and participaling in the Table
Tennis Players” Parents” Association's
annual 15-day camp.

While  highly-ranked men and
women. including pasl and present
National champions. dished out
excellent fare al the Institute, the
Chelput stadium provided an entirely
dilterent picture. The boys and girls did
not pull the crowds. Only the parents
of some of them were there to walch
their wards and others Iny lo outdrive
cach other under the watchful eyes of
three coaches.

The crowded hall.  with
simullancous aclion on as many as a
dozen lables, was no impediment to the
voungsters al the camp. as they all
sought 1o learn as much as possible
about technique and tactics from former

- National champion Ghlagannath and

put through a physical training session
by A Sridhar. former national sprinler.

While the viclors and the van-
quished al the Institute benefilted

Jinancially — the men’s and womea's

singles champions, for inslance, by
Rs. 10.000 and Rs. 8,000 respectively
— the boys and girls at the camp were
richer by experience, which was cerlain
o stand them in good slead in their bid
to gain National honours in the future.
The fact that K R Sharad. G Deepak
Kumar, G Pradeep Kumar and Imran
among the boys and N R Indu,
C Zamarath. T Pradeepa: R Preethi
and S Anupama among the girls, who
all attended fas! year's camp, bellered
their National rankings this pasl year
speaks volumes of the camp’s
uselulness. ,

The TTPPA has emerged as the-
country’s trendsetter in the coaching of
the young. It has indeed stolen a march
~over all other camp-running slale

associalions. Credit for this must'go to
ils organising commiltee comprising
V Mohan Murali, M Rangarajan,

Raghunatha Gopal and Rani
Sivaraman, with M K Ramaswamy, a
senior Customs Oflicer, as its secrelary
and Syed Basheeruddin as camp-in-
charge.

Well as the commillee saw the
camp through withoul a hilch, much
of this was made possible by the
sponsorship il secured from Citibank
and Mitlal Trading" Corporalion. This
was the first time thal the well-known
foreign bank had entered the sponsor-
ship field in Madras. It was also the first
time that a Delhi business establishment
had sponsored a Madras meel. And so
the TTPPA made hislory of a sort. May
its wards make their mark loo.

ANSWERS TO QUIZ

1) 42% 2) A new scenled paddy variety.
‘Jaya Jaya-92" was so named by the TN
Agricullure University, which reported success
in developing new paddy varielies,
3) Gandhi-irwin bridge,.4) Villivakkam,

5) Vaigaikulam in Tulicorin, 6) Puzhal, -

7) 88, 8) Sir Pitti Theagaraya, 9) The
Slow Gravity Filtration Process, 10) He was
conlerred the lile ‘Cavaliere” by the llalian
Gowvi. in 1974 %in recognition of the (rade
relationship he built belween India and lialy
as Honarary Consul. 11) Sruti foundation,
12) Neengal Nalla lrrukanam, 13) Satyajit
Ray, 14) Glavkosmos, 15) Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar, - 16) Alghanistan,
17) Guadalajara, 18) The Great Wall,

19) Sachin Tendulkar, 20) Gaurav Natekar.

supported by that pacy mid-fielder
A X Hamilton Bobby who was de-
clared the player of the tournament.
'With scintillating runs, superb ball
control and clever cross-passing, this
quintet reduced every opposition
defence to uncertainty. The speed, the
shooting power and dribbling skills of
the Tamnil Nadu forwards provided a
spectacle not to be forgotten. It was

‘o by A Seshagiri Rao

unfortunate it could not be translated
into total triumph.

But we'll get there, Janaki Raman
is confident, if the lalent in the state is
nurtured properly. As it is, players like
skipper Ashok Kumar and Grand
Duraipandian do not have a permanent
place to live in the city. It is upto the
sports authorities and the Tamil Nadu

Football Association to provide the -

security they need. Only then, will
“getting lhere” be possible.

Ii also needs faith in one coach and
the nucleus of one team for several
years fo come. Thal nucleus is young.
Will Janaki Raman get his chance? On
his record, there's no better coach in
the state.

Janaki Raman, now 59, was an all-
rounder in school. But in 1951, be
began concentrating on football and
boxing, and .represented Madras
University in both over the next two
years.

After his Intermediate, he concen-
trated on football and was chosen for
the State, serving it for more than 15
years. In 1960 he played for Indian
Railways in the Calicut Nationals, but

returned to the State team the next year. -
In 1961 he led Madras to victory in"
the Southern Pentangular Tournament

for the first time. He captained 1.C.F..
from 1955 to 1963. Under his captain- °
cy, this team won many frophies,

including the Inter-Railway Football -

~ Championship in 1958.

In 1982-83, he received his

diploma from the National Institute of

Sports (NIS); he was the first person in
the State to qualify as an NIS coach.
But he had started his career as'a coach
long before he got this diploma. In
1963, the year he stopped playing for
IC.F, hé began coaching the IC.E.
team and continued to train it till 1977.
His grealest achievement as a coach
was in 1966-67 when he coached the
Indian Railways team that won the
Santosh Trophy in Secunderabad.
Under his guidance, the Pondi-
cherry Footbail Association team in
1971 won the Tamil Nadu Football
Association Shield for the first time. The
nex! year, he was asked to coach the
Tamil Nadu State team and, for the first
lime in the history of Santosh Trophy
football, Tamil Nadu reached the finals
of the national football championships.
In the last twenty years, Janaki

. Raman has coached various district

football teams in Kerala and Tamil
Nadu. He ¢oached the sub-junior and
junior teams of Kerala and' produced
players like Tobias, Suresh, Satyan,

" Thomas Sebastian and Kurkesh

Mathew.

Now he's given Tamil Nadu several
players in the national eye. Will Tamil
Nadu reciprocate by giving him a

- chance to fulfil his ambition of coaching

Tamil Nadu to the national football title?
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