Il was in’ "its luly 16th -issue that

Madras Musings reported the regrel
of George Deligianis, formerly of USIS,

‘Madras; that the city did not see enough-
of the new and better class films coming

m from the Wesl Almost as answer to

»‘ ’.:

‘ acc1dent

(By A Staﬂ' Reporter)
The [ehutatmn function orsané

- occasion for Chief Minister Jaya-
lalitha to turn nostalgic and talk,
-about her thai veedu. (mother's
house), the film world.

e et i i

films. She was seven at the time
. her mother was making Sri Saila

One day, she had accompanied
‘her mother to the studio and,’
| shoohng did not turn up. Not

role, but the producer liked the’
" way she played it and gave her’

sequence, she related.’

“But it was. a’ Iawyer she
That “however, was not to be;
“herself “in ~films. -And  then
Chinnatbakambe and Venmra_

Adai changed her fate.
- It was her:film successes that

both the film world and poht:cal_

where she is now.

Debut by

ised by the South lndm Film |
Chamber of Commerce was |

 She recalled how it was sheer |
chance: that she_had’ got into |

Mahatmiyam, a Kannada film. |

there, was ‘discovered’ when the
child artiste ‘who was due for }

only did she step into a goddess’s |
an: additional song-anddance‘ 5

wantedtobc, not a film star, she:
“told. the large SIFCC' audience. |

dueto cnrcumstances, she found i1

1 brought her. to the notice of | -
TMG Ramachandran and he]'
-was o become her* ‘mentor i in |

-life”’ showmsherthewayto:l

mLPIECE The occasnon', :
' was notzworlhy for Ra;unkanth;_ .
 publicly denrying that he had any- | -
political ambitions — at present, |.
- Politics: gaw nts prachhoner no |}
. peace of mind, hee:plamed.'l'he{?
+Chief: Minister; agreed that this: |
.was,, 50, but: feli:. those . whof; s
wantedtodosoodthmgsshould._»
join’. pohhcs Was thls anf e

umtauon?

(By A Staff Reporter)
his prayer is'the news that the Govemn-
ment of India has decided 1o liberalise
its policy on foreign' ﬁlms and allow
them "free direct and uncensored”
entry. v

~ American films are expecled to be
the biggest beneficiaries of this largesse
which also " speaks of ‘‘concessional
terms"’Besides the Motion Pictures

Exhibitors of America (MPEA) — the

Iargest lmpodens at present — several

NRIs, not"the least Madras' own . . g e
* A waiver of laxon (advemsemenl)

Amnthm; brothers, are “expecled 1o

"benefit once the policy is notified.

In 199091, 141 foreign films were
imported, the next year only 73 were
imported and this year just about
20 films have been’ imported so far,

predicting an all-time low unless the:

new policy comes into force.

The delay in announcing the policy

is, of course, the Indian Film Industry's

lobby. The strongest component of this

lobby is; of course, Western India —

Bollywood, that"is — but Kodam-

bakkam is not. without its own clout.
“That clout will be wielded strong

o protect the benefits bound to arise
- from the concessions Chief Minister

Jayalalitha recently announced at-the
South lndla Film  Chamber -of

‘Tiger! ]
* (By'A Staff Repor!er)
Even as reports -appear that the

Sti Lankan Army has the LTTE on -
the run, other reports keep appearing

with monotonous regularity of
ambuishes by thie Tigers that lake a toll

of the Ammy by the dozen. “Thirtyfive

- soldiers killed”, today's headline, would .

. appear to indicale that.the Tigers are -

far from comered in their little paich .

~ of ‘Eelam’; they seem to be able to
strike at will anywhere in the island and~ .

- their capabthty has obv:ously not been s
;blunted :

That alone should be a matier for :
“concem for Tamll Nadu 'with-its new .

. antiTiger posture. But recent reports of
Tiger-leader” Kittu (Krishna Kumar) -

negotiating forarms in Pakxslan should
be.of greater concem '

Ksllu. m)ured in: the falloul of:;
mtemecme mﬂttant strife in, ]affna Iwed 3
fora whxle in, Madras then moved on, -
| to; London, and; Geneva. He's.now
1 vreponed ashawngsurfaced in: Palusian 1,; :

Commerces fellcﬂahon 1o her She
promised:.

% Permission for a 25 per cent
increase- in- admission * rales lof

cinemas'in the stale.

* Air<conditioned cinema theatres
would be permitted o collect-

‘maintenance charges’ from the

viewers at 25 paise per tickel. The

corresponding rate for the non-air-
‘conditioned theatres would be 10
paise. per. ticket. -

slides shown in. cinemas. .

* Hiking of the. subsidy for small—»f

budget films from Rs.2. lakh to
Rs. -3 lakh (to be given to 50 films
in a year). The subsidy amount
would be disbursed within three
months of the reléase of the film.

# Single-window clearance (through
the Information” and Public Rela-
tions. Depariment) for, ouldoor
shootings.

* Places to be earmarked for pasling
of film poslers in the Clty

Wil ﬂ1€5€ promises now benefit the ‘
films from the West or will the Indian
film industry triumph? Watch ot for

the next thrilling mslalment

where one of the: world s biggest arms
bazaars has been growing as a result
of local wars and Afghamstan s bloody
bames

~ Kitt, the reports a!lege had Iour,

LTTE vessels handy to take on the amms

purchased. Now if that was true, the;

Indian Navy's Westem: Command will:
have its work cut out for.it; all this time -
it's been the Eastern Command and the .
Coast Guard that have been busy. off
_the Coromandel Coast But whether%‘
these reports are true or not; it istolally” -
behevable thal Pak:stan would like o,

fish i in !mubled Indxan wate:s And whal,’

' _belter group. to encourage {o.stir. those
. walers: than an:LTTE: angered. by'the::
 atitudes of both the lnd:an and Tamulr_i .
'Nadu Goveinments, et 2t

¢ Indian analysts hdneve that even as

| the L'ITE keeps bloodymg lhe nose of

Bcétintﬁymg

L

the trees of Madras

To think that | shall never see
A poster: lovelier than a free...

Thxsuee,carrymgnolessthanunm mbuulandji
holographedbyplushnenwthcpholbunkatlheﬂwpdg
bessnmnsofwhatuedbbcaﬂdﬂowbnys(orﬂubnys)bd;

and:snowmibad-(ﬂ.ﬂ)

_Tlger' Burmng

the Sri Lankan Army Prabhakaran shll
is pondering ways and means of getting

even for the reverses he has suffered in -

Tamil Nadu. The latest reports can only
increase the sense of unease of those
analysls.

FOOTNOTE: Since these. lines

were written,, the Tigers have once

. again demonstrated thal they can sirike

at will.- By decimating virtually. the
entire Nothem High Command in Sri

Lanka they have' not only eased the
pressure on lhemselves but have also

Crealed a situation that could have an
unhappy fall-out else\\hem in the lsland

- and posably even in’ Indw

'IMLPIECE Thae are’several~:

unconﬁmledslonesmakmgtherounds

mMadmofan‘edsofyoungﬂT[

“infiltrators and sympaﬂnsefs. both men;.
and women;; found near key Iocaimsi;
in the city:Are there further threats in
siaefa'lémd Nadumﬁneda)s#nad?‘f
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aroj Goenka was once quoted
“%as having said, "' have
become ambitious, but not
because of an interest in
business. It is the paper I want
to make successful =not the
money." And as the battle with
nephew-by-marriage Vivek
Khaitan-Goenka intensifies, it
appears that the lady ensconced
in Club House Road, Madras,
wants the entire paper and not
merely its southern (and bigger)
editions.

The most recent salvoes in
the battle are the increased rents
she has been asking for the pro-
perties occupied in the North by
the Indian Express editions
published in those parts. She has
also been talking of undervalued
properties and book debts. She
also claims her three daughters
as Ramnath Goenka's next of
kin.

The Grand Old Man of
Indian journalism certainly left
a mess of problems when he
adopted Vivek Khaitan and left
a contest. In the last days of his
life, he was not able to push
through the trusteeship owner-
ship he had envisaged, as he'd
fallen out with the proposed
trustees, on the one hand, and,
on the other, kept seeing
different members of the family
differently each time he thought
about them. And by involving
Nusli Wadia in the financial
affairs of the Express, as well as
by giving him a seat of honour
on the board, he made confusion

. worse confounded.

It strikes The Man From
Madras Musings as passing
strange that vociferous crusad-
ing-accountant Gurumurthy is
remaining silent through all this,
neither writing of the allegations
of undervaluation or of the roles
of various persons on the Board
who have no kinship with the
family or of the undervalued
sales of the group’s publications
in Gujarat. The Hindu, whose
own family squabbles were grist
for the Goenka mill, is also silent
on all issues being raised in this
battle. Meanwhile MMM can’t
help but wonder whether the
Express isn't in danger of being
quietly hijacked in thé midst of
this increasingly loud battle or
whether in the end it is going to
boil down to an equitable
division of the Group — down to
the policies of the journals it
publishes.

Meanwhile, imagine both
sides in the dispute going calling
on a government their papers
delight in attacking — to seek
help and justice, mind youl

The VC presides

It was only a few weeks ago that
there was a loag piece in
The Hindu in which columnist
SK shared his thoughts with you
and me as he looked aSKance at
all the doctorates that are being
received by the citizens of Tamil
Nadu, and especially of this city.
Besides the rather dubious con-
ferment of doctorates locally, SK
drew rather pointed attention fo
the doctorates several unrecog-
nised universities in the US were
doling out to OUR citizens in
exchange for a fee and a ‘thesis".
Following on this story a
couple of weeks later, the Indian
Express exposed the sad state of

affairs at Madras University
where plagiarism and. worse
have been rampant over the past
few years as Ph.Ds are sought to
be obtained by fair means and
foul. Dr Beatrix D’Souza,
educationist and nominated
MLA, has also added her two
cents by citing examples of
plagiarism in * M. Phil
dissertations. i ,1" -

After pondering over the
matter, Madras University finally
deigned to respond — by saying,
in effect, don't blame us who
belong to this generation of
faculty and administrators; after
all, it has been going on for over
a decade, during the tenures of
various others. The Man From
Madras Musings had always
thought that good management
practice was to take respons-
ibility for the sins of one's
predecessors and, instead of
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passing back the buck, ensure
that the lessons of the past do not
recur. But Madras University
obviously has other views on
such practices. So be it.

But can Vice Chancellor
Sathikh afford to have such
contrary views on dubious
American doctorates obtained by
local citizenry? The other day, he
PRESIDED over a function at
which the gentleman who'd got
this doctorate was felicitated. Did
Dr Sathikh make sure that it was
a doctorate from a recognised
American institution? Or was he,

,by his presence, recognising an
unrecognised award and giving
it respectability — perhaps,
thereby, opening the floodgates
wide? Perhaps Dr Sathikh and
the government Secretary who
was also present would like to tell
our readers their views on this
doctorate from a California
university that does not figure in
the American official collegiate
list.

Incidentally, does anyone
have an idea why this craze for
doctorates is greatest in Tamil
Nadu where once-high educa-
tional  standards  have
plummetted the most?

Popular filmfare?

Madras's own Ashok Amritraj,
who gave up tennis for film
production, is doing very well in
the film world not only in Los
Angeles, but the world over,
thank you. Now he's eyeinga
more liberalised mother country.
Having signed a distribution
contract, he has, it is reported,
offered Doordarshan 40 of their
films, among them some of the
biggest box office hits. Will DD
bite? And if it does, will it offer
viewers the films in its favourite
late night slot for English-speak-
ing audiences by then fast asleep,
or will it offer them at a more
respectable hour for all?

Amritraj, incidentally, is, it is

also reported, planning to make
a whole series of action-mystery-
romances in India for audiences
both in India and abroad.

attle royal at
xpress speed

Tropical Héat's the first of these
‘B’ grade films for which there
is a large tele-market and slots in
double-feature theatres, drive-ins
etc worldwide.

Out of this class, however, is

Amritraj’s latest film, Lamba-

rene, which is based on the life
of Dr Schweitzer of Gabon and
which has Malcolm McDowell
playing the lead role. With it,
Amrithraj could well be begin-
ning to look at films for the A
Grade market too. That'll be
when he teams up with Mira
Nair, did someone say?

[n brief

% One Indian participant in
Barcelona went almost unnotic-
ed here. And that was former
child prodigy Mandolin Srini-
vasan. He and his troupe per-
formed, on invitation, at the Arts
and Cultural Centre of the
Barcelona Games on August 1st
and, from all reports, were more
warmly applauded than the
Indian effort in the arenas and
stadia of the Catalan capital. He
is now in the throes of an U.K,,
North American and japanese
tour. India, not to say Madras,
obviously seems more attuned to
cultural success than sporting
achievement.

% Did the arrest of AIADMK
(MGR) leader Thirunavakkarasu
under a now-defunct act have
anything o do with the incidents
on his birthday on July 13th?
His plans to celebrate the
occasion included visits to the
Anna and MGR samadhis. And
at both places he was stalled by
the police. It was only when
push gave to shove by his follow-
ers, that the police for once
showed discretion, and he was
able to reach the samadhis
without untoward incident. But
what seemed almost inevitable
followed. '

% That aquarium on the
Marina is a disgrace. No wonder
the Chief Minister wants to do
something about it. And she’s not
satisfied with a mere, improved
aquarium, like, say, what
Colombo has got. No, sir, she
wants an Oceanarium. , At the
Rs. 5 crores ear-marked for it, is
Singapare the model? In which
case, Lyn de Alwis, the man who
did the Colombo job and went on
to advise Malaysia and Singa-
pore, might be the man she is
looking for.

% The CBSE supporters may
have won their case, but they
have lost the battle. No wonder
Education Minister Aranganaya-
gam is crowing from the roof-
tops. The CBSE supporters were
also not done any good by the
revelation that the marks of their
wards had indeed been moderat-

ed. The verdict, all that went "

before it, including the various
marks lists and the performances
of CBSE students in national
professional courses exams (like
the JEE), only raise a whole host
of questions. The answers to
those will have to be found well
before this time next year by the
committee recommended by the
courts to formulate an equitable
entrance scheme for the Tamil
Nadu professional institutions for

~ next year and thereafter.

MMM
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Mango delights

¢"The Riches of Mangoes’ by VK. (in
MM july 1) was quite interesting, but
| feel the author had not started from the
very beginning of the season nor had s/he
rounded it-off with season’s end.

The first to appear in the Madras market
are the ‘kadhar’ and the ‘peethar’ varieties.
While ‘kadhar’ has a greenish skin even
when ripe, the ‘peethar’ is golden yellow
and has a pink red sheen near the stalk
region. Both smell superbly and their juice
is sweet, But one snag. Both abound in thick
long fibres which make them unsuitable to
eal in the conventional way. The best
method fo eat them is lo squeeze them with
skin intact. Then make a hole al the tip by
biting off the skin and suck out the juice!
Children like them, as the stone with the
beard can be sucked and licked till it tums
almost white!

Al the end of the season, ‘neelam’
appears just after ‘rumant’. It is the harbinger

- of the close of the season. I is thick-skinned,

but has good aroma and sweet pulp. It is
small enough !o be held in the hand to be
eaten whole. But one caution! A kind of
beelle inhabils the stone and, while you eat
the fruit, you may find it emerging. A careless
ealer may end up eating the insect too.

The ‘bangaloora’ or ‘kilimookku' is
ubiquitous and lasts the full season. It is best
for making sweel pachchadi. It also makes
a fine jelly. When relrigerated, it makes a
perfect substitute for ice cream. In the raw,
it is best eaten half ripe, gamished with salt
and chilli powder. Again, this is a favourite
of schoolchildren. Many a streel vendor in
front of schools selks strips of this mango with
chilli powder to make a neal pile at the end
of the day!

M Sethuraman .

Mahalakshmi Nagar
Adambakkam
Madras-600 088

Embarrassing age

¢ ‘T he greal doorway bazaar” by

Pushpa Chari (MM 1--15 July
1992) highlighted, in humorous vein, the
inconveniences caused by door-to-door sales-
persons. Living in a flat in a typical middle
class locality, | too have my own share of
such experiences. However, not all such
experiences send you up the wall. Occa-
sionally, there are a few riblickling ones too!
Let me share just one with readers.

One stuffy aftemoon, the doorbell
chimed and, o opening the door, | saw a
sweet young thing, with a bag as big as a
pillow slung across her slim shoulders. Seeing
a sexagenarian opening the door, she felt
rather ill at ease. Nevertheless, mustering a

little courage, she geeled me wilh a feeble

“Namaste” and requested me to call the
LOH. if | had no objection. The shoulder
bag contained, as | could see, fluffy packets
with polythene wrappings. This gave me a
clue as fo what she was irying lo sell.
Jokingly, | told her, "My dear young lady,
the LO.H. is just about five years younger
than me! Do you still wish to see her? " She
mumbled an embarrassed apology and beat
a quick retreat!

Be that as it may, how do you keep this
tribe out? My stralegy is to hang a cardboard

(158" x 10") on which is written in bold-

letters *'Salesmen/Saleswomen: we are NOT
interested in anything you sell. Kindly don’t
disturb. Our apologies and thanks.” I hang
this board from the calling-bell swilch at
about 10 a.m. and remove it in the evening.
Needless to confess, we have enjoyed our
siesta undisturbed for over a year now. Why
nol try this idea? Any takers?
K Ramamurthy
K K Nagar
Madras- 600 078

A magical ‘‘happening’’

On the evening of July 9th, at the LIT.
¥ Open Air Auditorium, Aayana (meaning
“the coming”) unfolded the music, poelry
dance, pathos, colour and sheer lyricism of

the Ramayana (meaning “the coming of -

Rama").

Choreographed by the dance teachers
of various schools, but blended into a joyous
whole, it told an ancient tale in understand-
able’ contemporary metier.

- So many lovely images from Aayana are
with me still. The incredible beauty of
hundreds of handicapped children, enacting
with graceful waves of their hands the
turbulent walers of fife which Rama bravely
crossed, filling the arena with their touching
courage. The luminous loveliness of a

" stadium with white clad children recreating

Rama's poignanl search for the abducted
Sita. The fantastic spectacle of Jatayu being
escorted by two elephants. The night lit up
by magically floating red and green lamps
held aloft by the warring armies. The
comering of Ravana and his final fall ....
It was the grace, talent and vivacity of
the 1000 participating children which gave
Aayana iis flesh and blood and its special
magic. Here's hoping we'll see more such
meaningful happenings in Madras

Pushpa Chari

Harringlon Road
Madras-600 031.

Costly recipe

I thoroughly enjoy your paper — lots of

interesting information — entertaining and

"stimulating. | cut out and keep the recipes

and promise myself [ will try them oul —
some day! | do, however, manage to read
them with a critical eye. Hence this query
regarding Neela Prabhakar’s recipe (June
15th) for Jellied Chicken Salad. She says to
mix 1 c. milk and 3—4 tbs. vinegar plus,
of course, a whole lot of other good
ingredients and cook them albeit “over a
low flame.” In these days of scams, inflation,
truckers’ strikes and other budget-breakers,
| hesitate to try out this recipe. Surely
Ms Prabhakar, one must add the vinegar
to the cooled salad dressing!
Mrs E Khursheid
Kasturba Nagar
Madras-600 020

‘Nay’ to ‘Nee’
bom Madrasi and Indo-Anglian writer

o boot, | relish the flavour of the

bill of fare catered by your tabloid. But |
feel embarrassed there is no bill to be paid
for the fare.

Curiously, Indian custom abhors

unmitigated praise, which is prone to travel
{o the recipient’s head (so one should say
“the payasam needed just a litlle more sugar”
— even after drinking buckels of it) and so
| should complain about your referring to
Vivek *Goenka as nee Khailan (MM
16-31.7.92). ‘Nee' is used only to reveal
a lady's maiden name.

In spite of my ‘nay" to your ‘nee’, { rank

MM tapdrawerish in its genre. | hope such

praise will not go to your head — but a price
will go with your masthead.

] S Raghavan

21 Casa Major Road

Egmore — 600 008. -

T V reviews

Aimosl all itlems in Madras Musings are
readable, but | would like o see a

new column introduced as early as possible:

reviewing TV programmes, especially those
produced by Madras DD.

A few years ago, Madras DD produced
some gems, but sadly the standard is going
from bad to worse. | think one way lo
improve the standard is through criticism in
the Press and | would like Madras Musings
to take the lead in this direction.

R Vasudevan.

127, 5th. Avenue
Kalpakkam 603 102

Conscience problems

[wa.s in Madbas till this May and had acoess:
to my parents’ copy of MM. Now ['ve-

joined my husband, who's a captain in the
army in North India. | would be gratefut if
you could send me my own copy, if it's nol
loo much of a trouble.

It would ease'my conscience if you

could take some amount as an annuat sub-
scription. t's no joke to carry on without
some inpul in this age of inflatiori: | wonder
how you manage to bring out such a good,

useful and enthralling magazine, without

charging anything from us who benefit fom

it.

Sujata Pavamani

Clo Capt. S Pavamani
Clo 56 A.PO.
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Above: The prize-winning Megha, above right: The Lenca and on right, the battery

~operated vehicle for malerials movement. Their designer, Mirajker, is lo be seen in

the insel.

Car styles of

tomorrow
from Madras

Car styling expert Rajesh Mirajker

(29) is all set 1o usher in a design
revolution in India. His arrangements
for selling up a new studio at
Commander-in-chief Road. with sister
Mrs. Sonu Amarnath for secrelarial
assistance, are in full swing. Madras
could, perhaps, one day become the
transportation designing centre of India,
having as it does in Mirajker the
country's only intemational award

“winner in this field.

Megha is the name of his little
model car which was adjudged the best
designed by the Japanese bi-monthly,
Carstyling in 1991, It was in the
category Basic personal transportation,
for which designs for the smallest
possible vehicles for commuting in
crowded cities were invited.

Meaning ‘light clouds’ in Hindi,
and thus denoling a feeling of lightness
and an expression of freedom, Megha
will be on Indian roads in another three
years.Some manufaciurers have shown
keen interest, but cerfain technical
difficulties need to be sorted out in the
protolype, says Mirajker.

Megha could be just the right car
for city driving, for itis a four-passenger
vehicle ideal for short-distance ravel,
yel with an altractive fuel-efficiency.

Rated highly by the Japanese Judges
because il has its rools in the Indian
environmen! and lifestyle, the Megha
is just about the same length and
breadth as the Bajaj rear-engine ‘auto.

Megha was by no means Rajesh’s
first design endeavour. In 19835, he did

"o by DHANYA
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a project for Standard Motors and
designed Lenca , a multi-purpose van
that could rival the Indo-Japanese
models in style, comfort and ergono-
mics and, thus,be local environment-
friendly.

“Lenca has been my. best design so
far, for a light commercial vehicle
(LCV), says Mirajker. “t was quite a
success with the manufacturers loo, as
it answered all their requirements in
design. It was functional, simple, and
yel aesthetically pleasing. Unfortunately
nothing came of it.” Was A.C. Muthiah
showing any interest in the project after

his take-over of Standard Motors?
Mirajker's factual answer spelled hope
“as the company had decided fo con-
cenlrate on light commercial vehicles.”

Mirajker, whose work is extremely
innovative, is essentially a freelancer,
though he did a short stint at Hindustan
Motors making design improvements for
their existing range of Dumper and
Loader models. He has also done the
styling of the front-end structure of an
8-ton intermediate rolling chasis for
Ashok Leyland. He has offered designs
to TELCO for single-piece dashboards
for two LCV models and he has helped
re-design for TAFE one of ils tractor
models.

It was in a makeshift studio inside
his father’s textile and tailoring shop that
Rajesh showed me blueprints and
pictures of his current and future
projects. They include an all-purpose
battery operated vehicle for factory

touring for Bangalore based Maini.

Malerials Movement Pvt. Ltd., a tractor
meanl for orchards for Punjab Tractors,
Chandigarh and attachments to dress
up 100cc bikes for molor racing
enthusiast Karivardhan.

Bubbling with enthusiasm about his.
pet childhood hobby tumed obsession,
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Mirajker remembers, “Cars were in
my blood right from early childhood.
| enjoyed drawing pictures of cars ever
since | can remember. After completing
my twelveth at Asan Memorial School
and doing a short slint in college, |
thought it pointless doingany of the
usual academic courses offered in
Madras. So off | went to the National
Institule of Design in Akmadabad to do
a course in industrial design, with
special emphasis on product design.
The NID gave me a solid grounding
in product design. I could concentrate
on car-styling only towards the latter
half of my 5% years in Ahmadabad.
And then [ came home and have been
irying to make a go of a limited field
ever since.”

This persevering third-generation
Madrasi (hisoriginsarein Maharashira)
is ambitious too. Rajesh Mirajker is bent
on changing the face of the Indian auto-
motive industry and making its prod-
ucls compelitive in styling in the export
markel. With transportation design still
very new in India he is a pioneer of
what could become a major trend in
the country. The new design studio
could be the centre of a design
revolution.

-Two topics have caught the imagi-

nation this fortnight, one, the SEBI
quidelines and the other the markel
sentiment. While one seeks to creale
a healthier market, the other revives
hope arising like Phoenix.

The pivolal canon for investor
protection, in the post-CCl era is
openness. And, indeed, the guidelines
for disclosure and investor protection
laid down by the Securities Exchange
Board of India are the least that could
be expected, in plugging the existing
loopholes,consistent with the needs of
a free market economy. .

The guidelines actually work as red
alerls in the big ocean, guiding an
investor who will ultimately have to
swim. on his own. They are a path-
breaking effort.

~All this apart, the current markel

forecast has gained greater importance.
The markets thal had kicked to new

highs in drunken ebullience appear to
be recovering from: their hangover. And

not  without reason, | have sanguine
expectations about the future travails of

the BSE index. It has perhaps another
150 points to go before commencing
its journey towards consolidation.
Stability may be seen in the 2500
region. The MSE Index hints that it can
maintain ils own between 1250 and
1200 level. Ergo, my hunch is that the
downfall will soon get arrested and the
consolidation phase will commence.

Meanwhile, here are some recom-
mendations that can be considered as
soon as the markel stabilises.

Apollo Hospitals Enterprises Ltd
(Current Market Price: Rs. 43/): Apollo
Hospitals, the pioneer in.corporate medicare,
announced good results for March-1992.

* The income has improved by 37 per cent,

GP by 43 per cen, closely followed by a
42 per cent growth in PAT. The current EPS
is Rs. 4.26. The super speciality hospital is
likely to increase its bed facility at the Madras
hospital and equip the new cancer depart-
ment with the latest machines. It has further
sought for recognition as a feaching hospital.
The hospital-already runs at 95 per cent

.capacity. The line charts of the scrip shows

a saucer formatlion.. The scrip on reaching

a price above Rs. 45 would become
buyable.

Chemfab Alkalis Ltd (Currenl
Market Price: Rs. 145/-): This Madras-based
company, promoted by Tiltanium Equipment
and Anode Manufacturing Company Ltd

BULLS EYE

(TEAM) and engaged in the manufacture of
caustic soda, chlorine, hydrochloric acid eic,
has put up a salisfactory show for the year
ended March 1992. The company is imple-
menling project lo produce sorbilol powder
and is sefting up a caustic soda plant in
Malaysia. It is also awaiting the proposal of
the Pondicherry Government for expansion
of existing facilities from 45 ipd. to 100 tpd.
Further, it has enlered into 2 collaboration

.agreement with Anna University, Madras,

ope rises Phoenix-like

to develop a hydrogen-fuelled car. Based
on these, we estimale a lumover of Rs. 24 o
and a PAT of around Rs. 3.00 cr and an
EPS of around Rs. 10 for March 1993. The
share is a good medium term buy.

Tamil Nadu Fluorine and Allied
Chemicals Ltd (Current Market Price:
Rs. 76/-):

Watch out for this emerging blue chip
better known as TANFAC [TD. This
company, jointly promoted by TIDCO,
Hindalco, Grasim and Pilani Investments of
the Birla Group, has posted excellent March
1992 results. A maiden dividend of 10 per
cent was declared, following the wiping out
of its accumulated losses. The company is
now expanding its capacity for. sulphuric
acidloleum by 60 tpd at a cosl of
Rs. 2.50 o, which would be effected
without any equity issue. There is also good
export polential for its aluminium fluoride.
Hence the performance will be more im-
pressive during 1992-93. An EPS of Rs. §
is estimaled on an equity capilal of
Rs. 9.96 c. This would justify a price of
Rs. 100-120. This is a scrip to be walched
and picked up as soon as the prices
above Rs. 85. :

K. Gopalakrishnan

of world
market
SEL's aim

Sundaram Fasteners Lid, a TVS
company, is the leading high tensile
fastener manufacturer in the country:
High lensile fasteners are those nuts and
bolts that hold a vehicle together. The
main customer for fasteners is- the
automobile industry. A commercial
vehicle requires, on an average, 250
standard and specialised fasteners. SFL
manufactures 3,000 types!

This company which had a tum-
over of Rs. 137 crore this year, has
been growing much faster than the
automobile industry. To sustain the kind
of growth SFL aspires to, it has become
necessary to look beyond the local
market. About three years ago, SFL's
chairman and managing director Suresh
Krishna decided that exports had to be
doubled every year.

This is easier said than done. There
is fierce competition in the international
market. The auto industry the world
over has been going through a
recession. However, SFL has begun to
make a mark in exports. SFL's exports
in 1986-87 were worth Rs. 10 lakh.
During 1991-92 they were Rs. 7.7
crore. It hopes to exceed Rs. 12 crore
this year.

SFL has also been preparing itself
to make exports its major focus. It look

BUSINESS
REVIEW

by
THE SHROFF

an imporiant step last year when it
became the first Indian company to get
the ISO 9000, a quality syslem accredi-
fation required by European manu-
facturers.

This year SFL has got another first.
it has recently signed an agreement with
the automobile giant General Motors
of UK to become the principal supplier
of radiator caps for GM's main vehicle.
models. This is the first time GM is
sourcing its components from an Indian
company and the Madras company will
be selling products which carry its brand
name. The intial volume of 6 million
radiator caps will represent 12 per cent
of the world markel.

Under terms of the agreement, SFL
is free, after taking care of the require-
ments of GM and its affiliates, to use
the spare capacity lo get a significant
share of the business of other auto-
molive original equipment manu-
facturers in the US, Europe, Japan and
elsewhere. SFL hopes lo get,in a few
years,a share of 25 per cent of the
radiator caps manufactured globally.

GM made a commitment to the
Indian Government, when it sought
permnission 1o set up car manufacturing,
that it would compensate for the foreign

exchange outflow by exporting parts,
from India. To rationalise its own
operations, GM has akso been scanning
the globe to source components.
After studying more than 90 Indian
companies in the last two years, GM
decided that SFL was one of the best.
But the radiator caps order had o be
won against stiff global competition,
with serious bids coming in from the
and from other manufacturers in India.
In addition to finding SFL competitive,
(Continued on P4)
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(By A Special Correspondent)

W'hen K (Kalki) Rajendran called
on President R Venkalaraman last
March and invited him fo preside over
Kalki's golden jubilee celebrations on
August 1st, the President did not know
quite what to reply. Venkataraman had
in January decided not to seek a second
term and in February he had communi-
caled his decision to the Government.
But it was still a secrel — and so his
dilemma.

Promising to give the son of his old
friend Kalki Krishnamurthy an answer
in a couple of weeks, he expressed his
dilemma to his joint Secrelary, Gopal
Gandhi, grandson oi both Gandhiji and
Rajaji. The latter having blessed the
efforis of Kalki and his colleague
T Sadasivam of the Ananda Vikalan
when starting their new journal Kalki.
Gopal Gandhi could freely talk to
Rajendran. son of Kalki, son-in-law of
Sadasivam and self-effacing but
principled editor of Kalki, about the
President’s dilemma.

Was Kalki inviting R Venkataraman
in his capacity as President? Gopal
Gandhi genlly asked and went on fo
explain the situation. Rajendran’s reply
was thal they wanled neither the
President nor a former President but
Venkataraman the man, a lifelong friend
and well-wisher of the institution.

In narmmating this story al the
celebrations at Kamaraj Memorial Hall,
the former President was paying rich
tribue to the ethical standards of Kalki.
But at the same time he was displaying
those remarkable qualities of his that
Cho, midst asides aboul women's
power, drew the audience’s attention to.
No President, said Cho, had ever been
beset with the problems Venkataraman
had had to cope with — imagine deal-
ing with four Prime Ministers and two
of them with minority governments! —
yet he had with immense tacl negotiat-
ed every crisis and kep! the counlry
from slipping into chaos. When some
future President would have lo face
such problems, that's when the country
would recall, and want to recall, the
man who had slipped out of Delhi
unnoticed and unsung, Cho said in a
rare lapse from levity.

Business Review

(Continued from P3)

GM gave due weightage o the follow-
ing factors — SFL's approval by GM
Opel for supply of critical fasteners, the
1SO 9000 accreditation, and the overall
professional approach of the company.

The company hopes that this major
breakthrcugh would help open many
other doors in the international market.

Gloom in Ambattur
: The auto component industry in the
Madras belt is really feeling the
pinch of the recession in the automobile
sector. The small-scale units in the
Ambattur belt are particularly badly hit.
Ashok Leyland, TAFE and the TVS
group acquire nearly 65 per cent of the
ancillary parts produced at the eslate.
The 50 per cent production cul by
Telco and Ashok Leyland and 40 per
cent reduction in the production of
LCV's has hit the ancillary sector deeply.
Orders have been plummetting. And
so; cuts in shifls and working days.
The gloomy part is nobody is quite
sure when recovery will happen.

Former President Venkalaraman's
story was an imporant part of his
speech from the heart; he was, he
stated. not reading a prepared speech,
for no longer did he have to be careful
with his words lest they be misquoted
or misinterpreted. Now he could say
what he really felt — and on this
occasion it was the awe he felt at the
immenseness of Kalki’s contribution to
both the Tamil language and Indian
journalism.

That was to be a recurring theme
during the 2%-hour long evening that
was the highlight of the day-long
celebrations. feasting and a play by
Kalki. Yet through it all, a crowd
overflowing inlo the aisles and foyer sat
and stood rapt, listening to a politically-
free dais capture and hold its attention
al all levels.

Cho had MS hiding her face in her
hands as she laughed every time he
talked about what women were doing
to men these days. And he had the
crowd in stitches as he blamed
Rajeridran, publisher of his first effort,
for having got him bitten by a bug
which would not let go. Shivashankari,
on the other hand, almost had i in tears
as she told a similar story — but recalled
it emotionally — of how, 25 years ago,
Rajendran accepted the first story of a
young woman who had- played as a
child in Kalki Gardens.

If these were tributes by latter day
writers, MaPoSi's was a conlemporary’s
recollection of the days with Rajaji. And
as he spoke as only he can so eloquen-
tly do, he beseeched the heavens for
a revival of pride in Tamil and pride
in India. Today we live in a country
where the only gold we can win is for
the number of humiliations we have
suffered in Olympian fields; where is
that courage, determination and pride
that men like Kalki displayed, he
thundered as only he can do so softly.

An act of such courage was recalled
by M V Arunachalam as he narrated
how MS, reluctant to play a male role,
said ‘yes' lo playing Naradar in the film
Savithri so thal Kalki could be. Many
were the sacrifices made by others over
the years — all because they believed
in Kalki, man and magazine.

Linking all this nostalgia together
inlo a smooth weave was Kaviyarasu
Vairamuthu. A particular gem was his
introduction of M Gopalakrishnan,
which wenl something like this:

I there’s a day he’s nol seen at
a function, you can be sure il's a
bandh,

If there's a day he’s nof been
on TV, you can be sure theres
something wrong with the
transmission lower.

All's well with the world today,
so hes here with us,

Speak on, Mr Gopalakrishnan,
but counl your words like your
coin.

Kalki and Rajaji would have
enjoyed it all, but for that evening there
was no one who enjoyed i, or deserv-
ed it more, than Sadasivam and MS
who made Kalki possible. She had
figuratively lit the lamp 50 years ago,
on August Ist she literally lit it in
commemoration of what she had
helped start. It was a sad moment of
pure joy.

2 e

This fortnight's Old and New s sém‘e

R IR

thing different. They’re pictures of '!hé same old ‘‘gardens’’ z‘akén abaur

six months apart. Morison's Gardens in Haddow’s Road, Nungambakkam, the scene of both these photographs,
belonged to Col W Morison, C.B, betweeen 1816 and 1837. He had entered the Madras Artillery in 1799, was a
Lt. Col. and Commissary-General of Madras in 1822 and became a Colonel in 1827.

Somewhere along the way, in the 1940s or thereabouts, the palatial old house in acres of gardens got pulled
down and in its place was built a splendid Colonial bungalow with wooden flooring, a magnificent staircase etc,
all centred in those same acres. This became the bungalow of the Regional Manager of Grindlay's Bank, now
ANZ Grindlay’s. On which the work of pulling it down began some months ago.

Now, in record time, a maze of concrete and steel is springing up
on those once-beautiful lawns and the site where the bungalow was.
A garden and a garden-bungalow are becoming part of ANZ Grindlay’s
thrust to make Madras a major Grindlay base.

THE
OLD...

...& THE
NEW

What is being built here with beehive alacrity are a training institute, an EDP Centre, offices for the Bank’s
Indian Credit Card operations and accommodation for some of its staff. This training institute, it is reported,
will eventually serve the Bank’s entire Asian operations and any other bank that wants to use its services. Now
that may do a world of good for business and up-market employment in Madras, but did it have to be at the
cost of filling a magnificent garden with several multistorey buildings? The answer to that lies in such topical
phrases as “‘new business environment’’ and ‘‘new technological environment’’ all of wkich have very little to
do with THE environment, Fortunately, some concern has been shown for that environment and many of the
magnificent shade trees have survived the axe. By not building too tall, the new blocks are integrating with the
treescape and homes in a forest-park’ atmosphere are being created. 1t is to be hoped that the trees will continue
(Photographs: The OLD — SUSHEELA NAIR, the NEW — GOPl)

10 survive at least in this fashion.
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Temple

Two forinights ago | mentioned the

enormous increase in temple thelts,
Jeading to the loss of antique jewellery,
valuable ikons and other precious pieces
of Hindu temple art. Such thefts have
been spread all over Tamil Nadu, but
have mainly been in the Thanjavur,
Tiruchchirappalli, Tirunelveli and
Kanniyakumari Districts. The situation
has become so alarming that a special
police squad has been formed, with an
officer of IG rank heading the team, to
solve these crimes and prevenl their
recurrence.

Fingerprints play an imporiant role
in crime detection, especially in the case
of thefts. And il is appropriate that an
experts' conference on lingerprinis
recently took place in the ancient temple
town of Madurai.

During the two-day conference,
many interesting lacls emerged. The

Tamil Nadu Police had taken finger-
prints from as many as 59 scenes of
REPORTED temple crimes in the stale.
And in all the 59 cases, one set of
fingerprints repeatedly appeared! In
other words, the same temple thief had

successfully got away with the gods
treasures in every case.

The Tamil Nadu police depariment
has an archives of fingerprints of
‘Known Defiaulters’ (KDs!) and con-
victs. But the fingerprints of ‘59 no,
could not be traced anywhere in these
archives! Obviously a new nimble-

fingered man is in the business,
successfully evading the cops.

A baffled detective team is doing its
bes! to nab this criminal, who must be
describing himsell as a master.

FOOTNOTE: The average thief
in India has not leamt the sophistication
of wearing gloves when at work. But
a criminologist of repute once told me
that if the gloves used by a thief were
found, it would be possible to gel his
fingerprints! According to him the inside
of the gloves would contain the user’s
fingerprints and thanks to the mind-
boggling computerised equipment avail-
able today such fingerprints could be
developed and photographed. Talking
of compulers and crime detection, a
famed forensic specialist feels that it
won'( be long before super-computers
are used lo tap’ a KD's mind while he
— or she — is planning a crimel”’
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Tdiamond symbol rising above the
*M" of Mehta like a crown, have been
coming up everywhere in the City.
They proclaim whal - most people
associate with the Mehta brothers, the
younger members of a larger clan of
Palanpuri Jains who have made a name
for themselves in Madras. The Mehtas
are specialists in diamonds.

“The Palanpuri Jains have become
famous® for dealing in diamonds,”
explains Tushar Mehta, the eldest of the
third generation of the family that was
collectively known as ‘Bapalals’ in
memory of ils founder, Bapalal Mehta,

" who came lo Madras after World

War I. "My Granduncle, Bapalal
Mehta, left Palanpur (in Gujarat) and
spent some lime in Bombay and
Calcutta before packing his bags and
coming down South. He used his first
name, 'Bapalal| lo start his business
here and that is how the family has
been known." Tushar goes on to relale
how the Mehla name has now been
resurrecled.

“Palanpur is a relatively small town.
Any businessman who wanted fo do

. GEETA
_DOCTOR

better would head for the bigger cities.
For most of us it would be Bombay,
which has a large communily of
Guijaralis, and, of course, many of us
are seltled there now. But in those days
people were different, there was a
pioneering spirit. People were in search
for new horizons, new pastures. My
Granduncle coming down lo Madras
was part of that spirit. This was long
before the Palanpuri Jains became
prominent in the 60s and 70s and 80,
when our exporis really sort of
exploded and the Palanpuri Jains caught
the public eye.

“Using the Mehta name as we are
doing now and establishing our identity
is perhaps part of that same pioneering
spirit. The old one was an individual
identity, because ‘Bapalal” is a first
name. In the public mind il meant a

family. Like the Veecumsees. Now

‘Veecumsee' was a first name, yel the
whole family borfowed it. They
dropped Shah and used ‘Veecumsee
as a last name. Even though we did
not do this, people always referred lo
all of us as the Bapalal family, probably
because we were well known in the
business, but we have always retained
our last name.

“There comes a lime in the history,
or developmenl or growth of any family
when people go their own way. Not
thal we might have wanted this either
direclly or indirectly, but when it
happens, certain things are thrus! upon
you, and then you've got o fake it how
it comes and make the most of it. It's
given us an opportunity to establish

ourselves under a different name, our

name, Mehla Jewellery.
“Bul the product line will be the
same. Diamonds and Jewellery. My

father helped build the diamond depart- -

ment at Bapalal’s, so we have all that
experience with us. Of the four of us,
three of us were in the diamond section
and that's stifl more experience lo make
diamonds the comerstone of Mehia
Jewellery. But we're also specialists in
gold jewellery, traditional designs thal
have been adapted to suit a contem-

porary slyle, and silverware. And al a -

later stage, as there is so much space
available to us here, we might even
expand inlo walches. Jewellers and
walches go together. Wz might also
consider some craft. We're open to all
sorts of possibilities.”

The new shop is taking shape in
one of the grand old garden houses that
used lo be a fealure of the gracious life
in T'Nagar, not far from Vani Mahal.
The whole area is changing rapidly
with holels and highrise, so it’s
heartening to see that one of the old
buildings, rather than being pulled
down, is being refurbished in style.
Already the main halls upstairs and
downslairs are a-glitter with bowls and
salvers and cups and lrays in lovely
shapes of hammered silver, with gold
omaments shining in their cases along
the walls. The ceiling is studded with
the new style of brilliant spotlights. And
the building is beginning lo respond like
Cinderella being told there is to be a
ball.

“Qur craftsmen are amongst the
best in the world, absolutely first class,”
says Tushar, reacting against the criticism
made by the early European travellers
lo India, who, while commenting on
the size and splendour of some of the
gems, complained that Indian jewellers
did not know how lo get the maximum
out of them. “[t's always been, I think,
the line that the Wes! has adapted, thal
we orientals are not as good as them.
| think you will agree that, by now,
history has proved that we were
wearing clothes when they were in
skins. However, what did happen is
that. somewhere along the way, they
go! a little ahead of us, while af the
same lime the East stagnated. Using the
knowledge that we had already gained.
they made a thorough study of the
subject. What was it that made a gem
sparkle, what were the factors that could
scientifically work out the proportion
of the cutting thal would enhance a
gem and so on. By enumerating these,
the pavilion cul, the crown cut and so
forth, they were able to establish a
standard which they then compared fo
what was being done in the East. So
you could say thal the ar itself
originaled in India and the East, but the
developments took place in the Wesl.
Even loday, we go there lo study
gemmology, for instance, because the
facilities for study are better organised.
Bul we are in the process of doing the
same thing in India, of trying to set up
an institute of jewellery manufacture,
design and so on.

“It's not that we do nol have
designers who can come up with new
designs. Our craftsmen can pick up any
concept and then Indianise them,
because our crafsmen have a very fine

eye for appreciation. But because we
already have a rich, established
tradition, we tend to copy the old
designs.”

Tushar Mehta agreed that there was
now a need to standardise some of the
compgnents thal went into the making
of jewellery, the clasps and snap boxes
for chains, and the screws for earrings,
wha the jewellers refer to as ‘findings.
“These have.to be mass produced in
India, we need standardisation and we

The traditional, the modern and adaptations of the ancient are part
of the collection al newly-opened Mehta Jewellery, run by Surendra
Mehta (inset) and his sons, Tushar, Naresh and Abhay. The pictures
show, from left lo right: gold jewellery... bangles, rings and eardrops;
sold with diamonds... necklace, eardrops and ring; and a traditional
gold necklace with eardrops and ring.

need quantity. All along, our jewellers
have been making one piece al a lime
by hand. Now we have the Japanese
asking us for 5000 chains, all of a
certain standard, how on earth are we
going to make them by hand? We have
lo resort to mass production in some
areas.

“Bul as far as Mehta’s are con-
cemed, we are basically into cuslom-
made jewellery. Our business is made
up of the individual customer, so we

try to cater to individual needs. Our
entire thinking and work is oriented to
the individual and not so much towards
a company or a counry.”

“Is it better lo invest in gold or in
diamonds?” Tushar asks quizzically
repealing the question. “It depends on
how much you're investing and why
you're investing. If you want quick
encashment, then gold is better, but if
you've got lots of money and you want
to put it in something small, then,
diamonds. A diamond is not as easy
to encash as gold. If you have, say, a
kilo of gold, you can sell one gram at
a time, but if you have one single
diamond, you've go! to sell the whole
thing and you've got to find a buyer
for it and thai's a litle more difficult.”

How do you choose a jeweller? |
ask and Tushar explains, “*You go to
a person you trust, or to someone you

(Continved on P6)
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Shrimp join the family
— and her industries

Successlu! R. Usha is positive

illustration of what women are

achieving in Madras — despite rampant
male chauvinism. She is another
example of how determination is the
real ‘gender bender’, wherever you are.

A strictly starched cotton saree type,
40-year-old Usha has a whispery voice,
button eyes and a diminutive frame.
This is where the parallel with countless
other middleclass, slightly past-their-
prime ladies ends and she joins the
ranks of the ‘fough cookie legion” —
the smarl, intelligent, successful and
confident women.

“] find that gender is no real
obstacle lo any kind of venture, business
or olherwise,” Usha claims. As the
chairperson of Pavitra Enterprises, an
innovative mini-conglomerale encom-
passing various industries, from
refractory-tile production to water cooler
assembly for the Integral Coach Factory,
she could talk in such platitudes as the
‘subjugated female syndrome, but she
refuses to do so. Diplomatically she
reilerates that “just as long as you don'l
rub anyone the wrong way, you're all
right whalever your sex”.

Twinkling
in T’Nagar

(Continued from P5)
have been told about, someone who
inspires a feeling of confidence.

“It's like how do you choose a
diamond. Over the years, the evalua-
tion of the diamond has gradually been
internationalised and now you know
there are four factors that effect its value:
its caratweight, colour, cutting and
clarity, But then there is one more 'C’
— the confidence in your jeweller.
That'swhere the experience comesin.”

Tushar Mehta does not elaborate.
He dosen't have to. As I go out, it seems
as if there is a new twinkle on the
signboard outside, a diadem on an old
landmark.

Do you enjoy
Foods 'N' Fads?

Would you like
to try your
hand at it?

If you would,

virite to:

THE EDITOR
MADRAS MUSINGS

C/o0. Lokavani-Hall Mark
Press Pvt Ltd.,

62/63 Greames Road,
Madras-600 006.

Her latest venture is shrimp
aquaculture — “It's profitable, it's
stimulating and it's also a bit creative'”
Shrimp are, in her opinion, “tricky
creatures which have o be treated with
expertise and love”. Both of which
Usha has in plenty.

Her participation in several
specialised courses was the first step
towards learning more about this new
activity. The Small Industries Services
Institute in Guindy, for instance, ran
several courses in shrimp farming,
processing and preservation earlier this
year, which Usha attended religiously.
Even though she has a hectic family

IN PROFILE
by |

Lisa Durante

lile — fellow businessman husband
S. Ranganathan, 18-year-old mechani-
cal engineering student son, Prabhu
Srinivasan, and 15-year-old daughter
Pavitra plus mother-in-law lo take care

— Usha found the time and the
discipline lo slari sludying again. “At
forty you forget how to fit inlo a

receptive, studious mood,” she recalls
those days. “It was tough to begin with,
but | am tenacious by nature, so |
managed "

The next thing Usha did was
answer an ad in The Hindu for
“enthusiastic small enlrepreneurs

“wanling to atlend a month-long, all

expenses paid course in Malaysia” on
shrimp nurturing and culture. That was
exactly the type of area she wanted to
gel involved with. "I had recently
purchased a few acres outside Madras
for this specific reason — a hatchery is
precisely my cup of tea,” she says.
With nine other participants, all
small entrepreneurs and fisheries’
fechnocrats selected out of 350 appli-
cants,they set out for Pulau Sayak in
Kedah, Malaysia, a couple of months
ago. The training workshop, sponsored
jointly by the Department of Fisheries
and an FAO agency in Madras, was

“fantastic”, she enthuses. Lectures, field
visits but, above all, hands-on
experience. After this last experience "I
truly feel I want to embark on my own
as soon as possible,” she says.

Going solo, overcoming the myriad
administrative and bureaucratic
wrangles of local officialdom, is easier
said than done.Al the moment, in fact,
Usha is trotting from pillar fo post getting
project approvals, feasibility reports and,
amongs! other things, finance. “Banks,
the Stale and Central Govemments and
other national agencies have subsidy
schemes to encourage shrimp culture,
all of which I am trying for, she
explains, “bul lime is precious and [,
unlike them, have very litlle of it. So
I'm going ahead nevertheless and
hoping for the best.”

‘Investing five lakhs on the con-
struction of the basic infrastructure for
the hatchery, Usha is set to starl. “In
the immediate future”, she predicls.
What will she do next? “Oh, I don't
know," she laughs, “‘but if this venture
pulls through the way [ want it to, my
husband and I can retire from the city
and from business, and get into the
backseat at last", As if a woman of this
calibre would ever be content with

backseal driving or setlling, in a

backwater.

Chocolate Chiffon Cake is unbeliev-

ably yummy and just melts in your
mouth. But waich out, it's sinfully
wicked as well — so incredibly fight and
fluffy, you'll never know how much
you've polished off! So we suggest you
begin with Channa Dal Paratha,
wholesome and nutritious. Serve spicy
South Indian Masala Mutton Chops, an
excellent accompanimen! to parathas.
All you then need is a cool, refreshing
glass of /assi.

SOUTH INDIAN
MASALA MUTTON CHOPS
Ingredients '

%2 kg mutton chops (ribs with flesh)
Y2 kg onions cul
% kg lomaloes fine
10 pods garlic -

2" piece ginger grind
Y% bs pepper loa

- fine
paste

1 tbs cummin seeds (jeera)
1 teaspoon chilli powder

1 teaspoon dhania powder
1 teaspoon turmeric powder

Garam Masala

2 or 3 sticks cinnamon
4 cloves
2 cardamoms
Y teaspoon saunf
! small picce bay leaf (brinji leaf)
1 sprig curry leaves
1 bunch of coriander leaves
1 bunch of mint leaves (pudina)
% cup cooking oil
Salt 1o lasle

Method

Wash and clean the chops and
flatten them lightly. Add the onions,
tomatoes, the ground masala, half the

bunch of coriander and half the bunch
of mint leaves. Mix thoroughly. Add

For Buying/Selling any
secondhand Offset Machines

Contact

A. VASUDEVAN

Devbala, 87, Rama Naicken Street
Madras- 600 034. Phone: 864473

one cup water and salt o taste. Cook
till the mutton is tender.

Heat oil in a deep karai. Add the
garam masala and the curry leaves.
Now add the cooked chops and cover
for a few minutes. Stir occasionally and
fry till the gravy is of desired
consistency.

Remove from fire. Add the
remaining finely chopped coriander and
mint leaves. Garnish with onions and
tomatoes cul in rings. Serve with
parathas.

Mrs. P. Raghupathy

CHANNA DAL PARATHAS

2 cups wheat flour (atfa)
Y cup channa dal, cooked and the
waler removed
1 onion, chopped fine
2 or 3 green chillies chopped fine
Small bunch coriander leaves, chopped fine
Salt 1o laste
Ol for frying

Method

Add sufficient water and salt to the
alta and knead to a soft dough.

Mix the chopped onion, green
chillies, coriander leaves, salt and the
cooked channa dal. Set aside.

Divide the dough into equal balls.

Roll them into 6" discs. Place a
tablespoon of the filling in the centre.
Bring all sides together and cover the
filling.

Roll out once more. Fry till golden
in a hot griddle.

MANGO CURD SALAD

i small raw mango, skinned and
chopped fine

2 tbs grated coconut

4 green chillies

I teaspoon cummin seeds -

2 cups fresh cud

A bunch of coriander leaves
Salt to taste
For tempering

1 teaspoon oil

! teaspoon mustard seeds

| teaspoon cummin seeds
% teaspoon asafoetida powder
1 red chilli, halved

A few curry leaves

Method

Grind the mango, grated coconut,
green chillies and cummin seeds into
a fine paste in a liquidiser, using a little
water.

Mix the curd with the ground
paste in a serving dish.

Heat the oil and add all the in-

gredients for tempering. When the-

mustard seeds splutter, add to the salad.

Gamish with coriander
serve cold or at room temperature.

CHOCOLATE

CHIFFON CAKE

1% cups flour

1% cups sugar
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon salt

Y2 cup oil

1 cup egg whiles (approximately 8
eg3s)

¥ teaspoon cream of lartar

8 egg yolks

Y2 cup cocoa to be mixed

¥ cup boiling together and
water cooled

2 teaspoons vanilla essence

Method

Pre-heat the oven to 350°F. Sift the
flour with baking powder and salt. Add
the sugar, oil, egg yolks, cocoa mixture
and vanilla essence.

Beat with a wooden spoon till
smooth. Measure egg whites in a cup.
Add cream of tartar and whip the whites
stiff.

Gently fold in the whipped egg
white,

Pour info an ungreased pan and
bake in a moderate oven till done. Cool

on a wire rack and serve.

Chandra Padmanabhan

leaves,

Qu1zzm
with
Navin

(Quizmaster NAVIN JAYAKUMAR'S
questions are all from the fortnight
of July 16 -31)
. Which Basque game was a
demonstration sport at the
Barcelona Olympics?

2. What is the name of the operation
launched by the TN government
to rid the 3600 fair price shops
of all malpractices and
irregularities?

3. What is the Willow of the World?

4. According to CPl Rajya Sabha
member N E Balan, how much
does one minute of Parliament’s
proceedings cost our exchequer?”

5. Which film star who shot to fame
with his porirayal of ‘Gabbar
Singh’ passed away on July 277

6. The Gandhi cap staged a
comeback lo Rashirapati Bhavan
after an absence of ten years with
the new President, Mr. S D
Sharma. Who was the last
President to wear this cap?

7. Where has the Madras
Corporation built a new electric
cremalorium?

8. Seven countries are in the fray to
host the 2000 Olympic Games.
Which oil-rich and newly

independent country has offered
a blank cheque to get the Garnies?

9. Which was the most sought after
event in the Barcelona Games, the
demand for seats exceeding even
that of the opening ceremony?

10. Kerala has ‘the nation’s largest
population of unemployed and
underemployed. Which is the
second state?

11. Name the Medellin drug cartel
leader who recently escaped from
his luxurious ranch house prison?

12. Who was the recipient of the
Akshara Award of AGNI
(Awakened Group for National
Integration) for his contribution to

~ Tamil writing?

13. How did Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein recently celebrate his
1959 escape to Syria after an
unsuccessful attempt on his life?

14, Where was the Mathematics
Olympiad held at which the six-
member Indian team of school-
children won one silver and five

bronze medals?

15, Where did the Governor of Tamil
Nadu, Mr Bhishma Narain Singh,
inaugurale the first World Spiritual
Camp?

16. Name the currency with which
Estonia has replaced the Russian
rouble?

17. Who is the new Vice Chancellor
of the Tamil Nadu Dr MGR
Medical University?

18. The Depariment of Posts recently
provided a special one-day
cancellalion to mark the golden
jubilee of a famous Tamil weekly.

Which weekly?

19. For what local sport are Indian
children being smuggled to Saudi
Arabia?

20. Which place in TN is getting
ready for the Sangu Theertham,
Pushpa Mela, Laksha Deepa
Peruvizha conducted once in
twelve years and comparable to
Kumbakonam's Mahamakam?

(Answers on Page 7)
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_ The Hentage Art Gallery presenlsan

exhibition of poster paintings on.
Drug Abuse by A M Raj. This young
man is relentlessly pursuing an ambition
of getting into the Guinness Book of
World Records. He wants to make the
longest painting in the world. Bul he
has not yet found a sponsor to present
him cloth bigger than 5 kms by two
meltres. -

Raj plans to take his drug posters
exhibition to schools, colleges, hotels,
hospitals and wherever else people want
to see it. He hopes o &t another world

. record with it — for the most number

of exhibitions of a single show.

The show will be inaugurated by
the fiery anti-drug abuse campaigner
and writer, glamorous Sivashankari, on
August 27th and will be on view till
August 30th.

The innovator

rof S Ramanujam, the innovative

theatre wizard from Thanjavur, was
for a month in Madras directing
Koothupattarai's interpretation of the
German play Andorra. Ramanujam is
totally devoted to drama and having
him around is celebration time for local
theatre groups, for he has a magical
touch with Tamil plays. Immensely
human in his approach lo theatre, he
is a quide to many a well-known name
in thealre circles in Tamil Nadu.

Andorra, a powerful play written in
the Sixties by Max Frisch, is a strong
criticism of the Swiss bourgeois’
sympathy for the spirit of Nazism and
deals with the subtle persecution of an
individual. Koothupatlarai - made it
completely relevant to the communal
crises in India. With its content and its
absolutely brilliant acting, the play
gripped the audience, but | wish it had
been a little shorter; a play of this
intensity cannot be bome for more than
two hours.

The sets were designed by Bansi
Kaul who came all the way from
Bhopal. Bansi is very dear to theatre
persons all over India. He is a nomad
and lives with travelling tribes and
nomadic acrobats, trying to leam their

! theatrical techniques in order to adapl
i them for the modem stage.

| saw the play al the Alliance
Francaise where a courtyard has been

Z cleverly converted into a small open air

theatre. The sets of the play ingeniously

Marco Horval
fitted into the coutyard and seemed a
part of the nalural setting.

West meets East

Alliance Francaise also recently

presented a concert of Gregorian
chants and Camatic vocal music by
Marco Horvat. Marco, ltalian by birth,
is now French. He had given a ‘vonder-
ful lute concert two years ago at the
Alliance Francaise. He is manried to a
French Bharatha Natyam dancer
Shakuntala who has some brilliant
choreography to her credit.

Marco Horval is basically an
exponent of Western classical music. He

osters in searc
of a recor

started his career as a lute player,
specialising in Renaissance and baroque
music. He has spent the last four years

learning Carnatic vocal and the favil.

A soft-spoken couple, Shakuntala
and Marco are a familiar sight in
Madras during the December cultural
seasorn.

Dance-drama from Canada

n NRI worth walching is Menaka

Thakkar, a Bharatha Natyam and
Odissi dancer who has made a name
for herself in Canada. She is a serious
dancer, a good performer and a dedi-
cated teacher. She will be coming to
Madras with her students from Toronto
to present a dance-drama.

Kalamandir presents this dance-
drama at the Music Academy audi-
torium on August 28th. -

V.R. Devika

Taking a break

Devika will be away in the UK for
two months on a Charles Wallace
Art Fellowship. Her View From the
Wings will resume in November.

— The Editor

An anti-drug abuse paster iz
by A M Raj, one of a §
collection with which he
hopes to set a world
record.

{sastrous future.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Search for life

Now on tifl August 22nd at
the Alliance Francaise Art
Gallery: BIOPOP, the engineering of
living matter — A science exhibition that
will give you the pleasure of under-
standing biotechnology.

Since the beginning of Earth,
billions and billions of invisible living
beings have been inhabiting il:
microbes. BIOPOP enables visitors to
plunge into the life of these organisms:
What are microbes and where are they
found? How do they live and re-
produce? How do they transform
vegetal, animal and mineral matter?

How Man has only recently
leamed to control them, how he seeks
to programme them and how they can
be used to transform agriculture, health,

alimentation and environment 'is told
in BIOPOP through demonstrations
and games and audiovisual and :Ilus-
trative material.

Peep into the future

On till August 22nd, at the
Sakshi Gallery, Khader Nawaz
Khan Road: An exhibition of the
selected works of Amitava Das, Bikash
Bhattacharjee, Ganesh Pyne, Himmat
Shah, Jogen Chowdhury, Krishen
Khanna, Laxma Goud, Manijit Bawa,
Somnath’ Hore, K G Subramanyan,
Sunil Das and VivianSundaram.

This show presents selected works
of diverse and varying styles by well-
known artists whose solo exhibitions
SAKSHI hopes to present in the near
future.

The

m;ad Khan, perhaps the finest

vdlaln of Indian Cinema in any
language, since vintage actor-villain
Chandramohan thrilled moviegoers in
the Thirties and Forties, is no more. And
Indian films won't be the same again.

It was in Ramesh Sippy's Hindi film
hit Sholay that Amjad Khan played his
first major role. And he created film
history with his ‘Gabbar Singh’, the
mountain bandit whase ‘Arrey Samba’
helped make a cult figure of him in the
Hindi belt. |

As often happens to film arfistes
who hit the bull's eye in their maiden
venture, Amjad Khan too suffered the
fate of audiences seeing him as Gabbar
Singh in every subsequent performance.
An example of this closer home is the

Gabbar laugh is

stilled

case of civil servant-tumed-film actor
] V Somayajulu whose maiden film
Shankarabharanam calapulted him o
instant stardom. When JVS played the
title role in Bapu's artistic Telugu film
based on the life of the great musical
saint Thyagaraja, people saw in
Somayajulu not the famed Camatic
composer who sang ‘Endharo Mahanu-
bhaavulu' but only Sankara Sastry who
sang ‘Shankarabharanaamuuu....!

The son of Hindi film aclor Jayant,
Amjad Khan, a man of education and

by

Our Cinema
Correspondent

cullure, was a familiar figure in Madras
because of his several appearances in
locally produced Hindi movies. Madras
folk saw him here, there and every-
where in the city, a larger-than-life man
of huge bulk, who enjoyed life to the
hilt, lways laughing, loudest at himself.

Ouce, this correspondent was in a

five-star hotel in Madras waiting for a

lift to take him down to the gnound
floor, When a lift stopped at the floor
and the door opened, there was Amjad
Khan occupying almost the entire lift.

¢ Paho’s' from the Spanish and
it promises the:sun, the
moon and open skies. The Patio

‘closed — though its tall French
windows let in, into one half, a
- fair amount of daylight and not
a little vision of poolside flesh —
and it's ambience is strictly The
Club, as updated in today's
London or in those S5-Star
Executive Lounges in Indian
luxury hotels. A Spanish name

cannot offer traditional French,
so, naturally, internationally
anonymous nouvelle cuisine is
what you get. :

Jiggs Kalra, the hot name in
cuisine writing in lncha, would
love it. Every dish at lunch that
afternoon looked just like those.

* that accompany “his colourful
features. But for two uncouth
rice-and-curry wallahs, who
under long American influence

at The Taj Coromandel is en-

and stiff upper lip British looks

, - favour T-bone steaks as an alter- .

native, every pretty-as-a-picture
dish, with.its exotic flavours (yes,
the plural is deliberate) was an
invitation to. compliment the
chefs on their artistry but
induced a compulsion to suggest
to our hosts a different way of
going about making The Patio
popular.

The intimate lounge, the
glass-decorated shimmering bar

Rendezvous with nouvelle cuisine

Nor is it any more expensive
than at any other 5-Star restau-
rant. It's just that it seems eating
is NOT the main business on the
agenda. And for one who loves
food that's a little difficult to
digest.

The rather slim menu leaves
diners effectively with a three-
course meal, an array of mousses
on offer for each course. Alter-

e by A Special Correspondent

and the impeccably uniformed
staff — all in a corner of the Taj
basement — are a warm invita-
tion before the dining room
beyond. In fact, so comfortable

is it there that it tzkes an effort

to pull oneself out of plush setiees. -
to move on {o the effort of eating..

But in the dining room, with its
gleaming silver and snow-white
- napery, ealing doesn t take long.

natives are cold or warm salads
- for the first course, bits and
pieces of fish, meat or vegetable<
ina bewnldenng variety of sauces
for the second course, and then
you're on dessert. All to the
accompaniment. of deliciously
flavoured, marble-size soft rolls
and almost bigger flavoured
butter balls, But having forgotten
Emily Post a long time ago, I

wasn't quite sure whether the
rolls could be used to mop up the
plateful of sauce the crab mousse
floated in and the THREE
sauces which divided the plate
when I rendezvouzed with three
fillets, the tiny breast of a quail,
half a breast of spring chicken
and a sliver of pork. It just didn't
seemthetypeofplaceiodothzt

And so there developed this
compu!snon to suggest why not
offer a six-course table d’hote
meal with two or three alter-
patives for each course, all at a
special price, say Rs. 250/-. A
cold or warm appetiser, a soup,
a fish dish, a meat dish (suitable
alternatives for vegetarians), a:
sweet and a cheese plate, ail in
the present mode, would com-
bine successfully nouvelle
cuisine with' an English
clubman’s —or ttcnchermn s —
requirements. And would make
The Patio a more inviting place to
visit.

J

Was there space for both of us? This
comespondent is by no means slim, but
he was pencil-4hin compared to AK! Yet
he hesitated to step into the lift. Amjad
Khan warmly invited him in. Your
dubious comespondent told him that he
would take the next lift down.

“Come, come! If this ift can take
my weight, surely it can take yours
tool" AK remarked.

“] am not so sure!”
pondent replied.

“Come in, Johnny. After all this
damned lift is going down, not up....
even if il crashes, we'll still reach the
ground — but it'll be with a bang!”

And with a Gabbar Singh-like roar
of laughter he pulled in his new-found
friend and the poor lift creakingly made
its downward journey.

During the joumney, AK narrated the
story about a fumiture shop selling beds.
Above one bed was a tiny sticker with-
the legend, “Our beds are discreet.
They do not creak! ™ And his laughter
shook the lift.

The man who loved life is gone,
but his Gabbar Singh will live for ever. -
Au Revoir, Amjad Khan!

the corres-

ANSWERS
TO QUIZ

1. Pelota, 2. Operation Clean Up, 3. ll is
a cricket bat with the autographs of all the:
players of the nine teams in the 1992 World
Cup, collected by K Srikkanth and donaled. -
by him as the first prize at 3 Round Table

- charity programme, 4. Rs. 2000/-,

5. Amjad Khan, 6. Neclam Sanjiva Reddy,
7. Besant Nagar 8. Usbekistan (Tashkent) - |
9. The men’s basketball final, 10. Tomil
Nadu, 11. Pablo Escobar, 12.-D. Jaya-
kanthan, 13. He swam across the River. .
Tigrisl, 14. Moscow, 15. Port. Blair, . .
16. Crown, 17. Dr BP. Rajan, 18. Kalki,

19. Camel racing, 20.- Thnukaﬂlukunram
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A dream stopped by

drawing a champ

Capl. Aspy Adjania, ‘Mr Indian

Boxing', was confident that young
Venkatesan Devarajan would get a high
ranking at the Olympics PROVIDED
he got “a good draw". Like many
another Indian sportsperson at
Barcelona he got the worst possible
draw! In the very first round itsell he
had to meet a world-ranked Cuban,
Joel Casamayor.

He had met Cubans in finals twice
in tournaments in Cuba during his
recent training stint there. In his first
outing, Devarajan appeared to be ou-
classed. In the second, the result was
closer. And at the Olympics it was
closest of all. Devarajan losing 7-13.

Those who walched the glimpses
of that Olympic bout will agree thal
Devarajan was by no means ouiclassed
by a boxer whose tactics appeared lo
be to “sting like a bee, and float like
a butterfly”. More experience would
have taught Devarajan how to handle
those tactics. But on this. and his other

. BY
SESHAGIRI

performances this year. Devarajan, if he
does not get discouraged and is. on the
other hand, encouraged by the autho-
rities, should figure among the next
Asian medallists And who knows what
that can lead io in Atlanta in 1996
when he'll be only 25.

Devarajan. who celebrated his 19th
birthday in Barcelona on July 22, was
the youngest Indian boxer to qualify for
an Olympics when he won the bantam
weight gold medal at the second leg of
the Asian Olympics qualifying tourna-
ment held in Manila earlier this year.
That achievement was made possible
by his father Venkatesan, who provided
him with the video casettes of all
Cassius Clay Mohammed Ali's fights.

Venkatesan, a Dunlop employee,
was a body builder. He won the
Mr Madras (1972) and Mr South India
(1973) titles and participated in ten
national body-building championships.
He was only too aware of the difficulties
body-building faced in India. So he
interested his children in boxing. In spite
ol his wife Surya Prabha’s fears that
boxing would spoil her children’s health
and studies, Venkatesan started training
Devarajan and his younger brothers
early lor boxing careers.

At eleven, Devarajan begari training
for the future his father saw for him.
The next vear, his father introduced him
to Madivanan, a former boxing inter-
national and a silver medallist al the
Delhi Asiad. Madivannan recommend-
ed him to Siva Prakasam and Arasappa,
who are involved with a boxing club
in George Town. And Siva Prakasam
{ook hirn under his wing.

Between 1986 and 1989 Deva-
rajan won four golds in the sub-juniors
at State level and a gold, a bronze and
two silvers al the national level.

V Devarajan

Though he had a very good
academic record, Devarajan had to
leave St Gabriel's Higher Secondary
School in 1989 when he was in the
12th standard. He had skipped the
quarlerly exams to parficipate in the
National Subjunior Championships held
in Kerala where he won Gold. “The
headmasler refused 1o give permission
for him fo participate. So we gave sick
letters, but on our return he was ready
with TC's." says Venkatesan. Both
Devarajan and his brother Bhaskar —
silver medallist in the 1988 Simla
Subjunior championships — were
punished. So much for encouragement
for sport in Tamil Nadu!

Undaunted, Devarajan went on to
win the Gold in his first appearance at
the All India National Boxing
Championships held in Calcutta in
1990. This performance fetched him
a job in Indian Railways. The next vear
he won the Gold in the All-India Inter-
Railway Championships and followed

it up with a bronze at the SAFGames
in Sri Lanka.

But Devarajan was dropped from
the Indian squad that wen! to Bangkok
to participale in the first leg of the Asian
Olympic qualifying boxing champion-
ship, as he failed to retain his National
title. He lost to Shashi Kapoor of Punjab
in the finals in Jamshedpur. However,
he was recalled to compele in the
second leg in Manila — and there he
booked his berth to Barcelona.

Devarajan is basically a ‘points’
boxer. Footwork. height and reach are
his advantage. With his excellent
footwork he tries to keep his opponents
at a distance and lands solid punches
when they least expect it. This helped
him to enter two finals in Cuba during
his training stint there.

From the Cubans he leamed much.
His middle<class family have given him
all the encouragement they can. If he
is 10 go further, only his employers and
the State can help now.

FOOTNOTE: joel Casamayor,
whom Devarajan lost lo 7—13 in the
first round at the Olympics, went on
to win the gold, winning every fight of
his by about the same margin.
Wouldn't that indicale that, with a
better draw, young Devarajan might
have gone very much further?

Published by ANU VARGHESE for
Lokavani-Hall Mark Press Pvi. Ud.,
62163 Greames Road, Madras 600 006
and printed by T | GEORGE at
Lokavani-Hall Mark Press Pvi. Lid.,
62163 Greames Road, Madras-600 006.
Edited by S MUTHIAH.

Curtain-raiser

for cricket season

hile even tiny nations like Peru,

Mongolia and Suriname figured
in the medals list, the Indian giant has
once again been reduced to a pygmy
and the powers-that-be in Delhi have
already slarted talking yet again of
taking immediale steps lo revolutionise
Indian sport. It’s the same old story of
almost stupid, meaningless post-
mortems that follows every Indian
Olympic campaign. The stark truth is
that Indian sport will remain stagnant

as long as persons who have never
kicked or hit a ball, or wielded a
racquet, emerge as those in charge of
sport.

Anyway, sports fans throughout the
counlry can now heave a sigh of relief
as the curiain was brought down on
the newsprint-devouring Olympic
Games, which virually blacked out any
Indian sports news for nearly a fort-
night. fortunately for Madras city fans,
the local sports pages could not have
relurned to normal al a moreappro-
priate {ime. The eve of the Tamil Nadu
Cricket Associatioon's prestigious MRF -
sponsored annual Buchi Babu Trophy
Invitation lournament.

Madras had never before wilnessed
a cricket festival like the latest edition
of the Buchi Babu trophy tournament,
which perpetuales the memory of the
most distinguished member of the
country's most eminent crickeling
lamily that included C Ramaswamy,
India’s first double international (cricket

- stages,

and tennis). The size of the field and
the number of star-studded outstation
teams that responded to the TNCA's
invitation underscored the toumament’s
phenomenal popularity. The outslation
entries included Stale Association teams
from Maharashtra. Karnataka and
Hyderabad Air India, Bombay and a

Chandigarh side led by former India
caplain, the evergreen Kapil Dev, ({5
compleled the line-up of invited teams. |\

Organised for the lirst time as a one-
day league competition in two groups,
with four malches a day until the final
the decades-old tournament
pulled the crowds as never before.
Picked by the TNCA the Madras teams,
SPIC. MRI and Chemplast. the iop
three Cily sides, besides the TNCA XI
and TN Districts X gave the fancied
outstation combinations a good run for
their money.

As a result, as many as 53 T.N.
players gained valuable match practice
on both turf and matting wickels, in
preparation for the Ranji Trophy and
other representative malches scheduled
for the rest of whal is going lo be the
country’s most heclic season ever.

The change in the Buchi Babu
trophy format was a blessing for the
members of the five T.N. teams. Besides
giving them the benefit of malch
praclice against some of the country's
lop combinations, it also gave ther a
chance o display their lalent on the eve
of selections for the Moin-ud-Dowla
Cup and Duleep and Deodhar Trophy
foumaments. The TNCA, in fact, could
see no justification in the criticism
expressed in cerlain quarlers that the
one-dayers would spail the chances of
youngslers aspiring for Slate caps.

he normally reliable Hindu,
edited by N Ravi, who, in-
cidentally, is President of the
Tamil Nadu Swimming Associa-
tion, seldom errs. And Ravi
himself, according to people who

limb; he's as solid as you can get,
they say. ‘

Then what was The Hiandu,
undoubtedly with Ravi's bless-
ings, doing, alleging foul play at
the recent 19th National Junior
Aquatics championships held in
Thiruvananthapuram? The next
day the Swimming Federation of
India denied that the time of a
Tamil Nadu swimmer had been
ALTERED a fuil second to bring
him within the qualifying mark
for a Beijing meet which he was
astray of by 0.77 seconds. The
Hindu did not respond to the
denial, but was there smoke
without fire?

The Corner Flag does not
think so. From all he's heard
from a host of Tamil Nadu well-
wishers in Thiruvanantha-
puram, this was not the only
case where there was much talk
at the pool, and away from it,
right through the tournaments.
And in most of these discussions,
Tamil Nadu figured prominently.

As for instance in the case
where all these agitated fans
allege a Tamil Nadu sub-junior
swimmer, swimming while re-
covering from injury, finished
third (in the eyes of the
audience), only to find NO
results announced that day. The
next day he found himself placed
fifth!

Is there any hope for Indian
sport when every tournament is
full of stories like this, of
youngsters' enthusiasm blunted,
of a select few trying to corner
the trips abroad, and officials co-

know him, never goes out on a -

Sinking Sport

(by The Corner Flag)

operating with those who sup-
port them the most enthusiasti-
cally? Franldy, The Corner Flag
sees Indian sport as a lost cause,
sunk by selfish officials and -
parents and by the apathy of the
talented unable to overcome the
machinations of the former.

Vijay's words

With Sunil Gavaskar con-

stantly writing that news-
papers should get those who've
played the games at the highest
level to comment for them, The
Corner Flag was looking forward
to seeing how our own Vijay
Amritraj's expert comments in
The Times of India would differ
from the reams filled by Nirmal
Shekhar in The Hindu on a sport
played by just a couple of
thousand in India — and not by
Shekhar.

In the end, Vijay probably
judged his audience right. They
probably were more interested in
his reports of hosting Amitabh
Bachchan, singing in the rain
with the umpires, sitting in the
Royal Box and sipping champ-
agne in the locker room. All this
was undoubtedly of greater
interest to the tens of thousands
who read The Time of India than
the few thousands who follow
tennis in The Hindu.

But if we are looking for
expert comment on sport — as
Gavaskar believes we should be
— do you really need an Amritraj
to dish out such stuff? True, only
an Amritraj could have got to the
Royal Box and hosted Amitabh,
but wouldn't Nirmal Shekhar
have been as capable of writing
of strawberries, the rain and the
panties on display — all perhaps
of greater interest to many more
thousands of Hindu readers.
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How do you want to be remembered for the next 365 days‘?
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Gifting a“diary as a new year compliment?
Take care 1o gift one that is of premium

quality, lor it will be a reminder of your
taste, every day of the vear!

When you gift a Classique Diary, you can
never go wrong. Every Classique Diary is
crafted with care. Leather bound covers,
fine paper, exquisite printing... And a
choice of colours. Classique Diaries are
made by an award winning printer who

caters to the needs of discerning clients.
So go ahead, pick your gifts from the

range available and you will be

remembered every day of the year,
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Gift the Classique image forever.

HALLMARK PRINTERS (P) LTD.

27, Westcott Road, Madras 600 014. Tel: 831099
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Classique Diaries — Ambassadors of your company’s image. From Haﬂmark !




