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- On September 16th we camed on this very page a photograph of a Tamil Nadu Forest

-~ Department notice-board which featured a map of the Adyar Estuary and Creek and which
R proclanned the whole area “A Protected Area”. We, today, reproduce. once again the map -

| ‘in that notice..

7 Wealso reproe!uee a 1798 map of the same area, showmg when mehle Island was reallyl
an m]and and when all the islands in the Adyar Estuary were ‘palmyrah/coconut topes’. The

~ ~ two maps make it dear that the whole area was a large.estuary with-several islands in it

. 'and that, over the years, several of the islands were connected by fill to make today s map

of ; a'large area of built-up land separating. Creek from Estuary.

. Rega:dless of our story, regardless of history and regardless of xis fellow sovernment .
) ,department the Forest Department, the MMDA issued an advertisement on October 18th

. .—and The Hmdu accepted it, its pre-occupahon with national affairs undoubtedly blinding

it to the fact that on the local scene one govemment department was ignoring the writ of

" another. Apparently the MMDA felt that only members of the public could be prosecuted

not the Auihonty, |f a decmon ‘was taken not to accept the ENTIRE Adyar Estuary asa

(By Our Busmess Correspondent)

sanctuary And by aeceptmg that adverhsemnt we would say ﬁe Hmdu went alons mﬂl
that view. .

What the MMDA adverhsed and we the alivemuunt below = was hr
suggestions on how to spend Rs. 40 crores on developing the Adyar Creek, ANAREATHAT
IS PATENTLY PART OF THE ESTUARY SANCTUARY. Such a large sum must My iel
involve large building construction — and such building will undowbtedly affect: the: "
neighbouring ecosystem. Not only will Madras lose the Creek portion of the sanctuary, but

the Estuary portion will also be affected. We can then forget the Adyx Estwary Sanctuary- . .
- which many envxronmta]uts are interested in developing as a major waterbird haven. And - .
-we can look forward to. more multx-sloreyed commercial complem anl! nnlh-emsme :
restaurants, L

How. crass can you get! And to think that the MMDA is tbe body whu:h a:ns to crutej';:‘:,,r.:

- a sustainable envr.ronment-fnendly Madras!

(Also see page 4)

MADRAS METROPOLTAN B
DEVELOPMENT &_THORI™Y B

__{'T-‘;fSholmganallur on the outsklrLs of 80 weli a few dozen companies | from:j:
- wMadras, is fo be the Indian end'of ‘among Sirigapore's 3000 multinatiorial .
- the  Indo-Singapore trade - corridor: - ~and , 40,000 - international'. trading -
" Seven hiundred hectares of land-have - " companies are expected to set up stiop- -
" been identified here for the proposed i Sholmganallur — some, perhaps,

industrial estate ‘from which-manu-: - -
 factuired. goods “are- expected o 80 :

+diredly to Singapore of s customers.

o) Next door is hkeiy to be an electromc 5

- ’;even wllh Ind:an partners

Rnsmgwages mamsm producbm
costs and-a shortage.of land has had

Smgapore would like to eslabhsh
- industries in, in the’ corndor Bes:des
factones, the site will need warehouses

for raw malerials from" Singapore; .

financial insttutions, tax trading houses -
~and- a whole: lot of -other- support.
faclities. There 'is expecled fo be’

employmmtforafewthousandpeople

Smgapore looking for new. locationsto .-

mvest m Madras J modem alrpon and; =

ﬁrst ‘mooted: three years” ago,. but !
Smgaporedldnolwannloxthllthe
'.mhbaalsahmpol:cymlnd:a Now

The proposal for the oomdor was .
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As Thevar Magan continues to

draw crowds, most viewers
would undoubtedly find them-
selves reacting to the echo in it
of a real-life situation. There's
lucky Kamal Hasan with two
women on his hands and
possibly hoping to have the best
of both worlds. But the sophisti-
cated Gouthami comes out
snarling before sacrificing herself
and going away in tears. Village
belle Revathi, on the other hand,
is quite prepared to have her
husband continue a relationship
with a woman better suited to
him, but winds up winning his
love. All ends well, so all's well
with the world.

Now why can't life follow
‘Art’ and make things so simple
and comfortable for Kamal
Hasan? Unfortunately, life has a
way of being difficult and so we
have Vani Ganapathy pouring
out her heart to the Press, before
going to Japan to celebrate forty
years of Indo-Japanese diplo-
matic relations, and then doing
it again after coming back, in
Savvy's ‘my-heart’s-on-my-
sleeve' feature, ‘I Believe'. Not
only does she give the lowdown
on ex-husband Kamal Hasan, but
she also comes out slugging at his
wife Sarika, who once had HER
say in the same feature.

From what Vani says it
would appear that-Sarika has
also beer doing her fair share of
slugging of late, including
offering her opinion on the Vani-
Kamal relationship with Jaya-
Amitabh. While taking swipes at
Sarika — and The Man From
Madras Musings has not seen
those that Sarika is alleged to

have taken at Vani — Vani not
only pours out a sob-story but
makes it even more weepy by
appealing to Kamal to tell the
truth on matters which are, in
effect, a few more punches
thrown at Sarika.

Now what The Man From
Madras Musings can’t under-
stand about this ugly slugfest is
what everyone has to gain from
this public washing of dirty
linen. Kamal chose a new bed,
Vani let him go and Sarika
accepted him in marriage, each
of these events happening about
a couple of years apart over the
last few years. That’s a long time
for feelings to die down. But no;
over the last year, there's been
eruption after eruption and The
Man From Madras Musings can't
for the life of him understand
why. Perhaps all concerned have
been going to the wrong shrinks!

Smear campaign?

¢ ¢ Jdidn't QUITE say that,”
says Attorney General

G. Ramaswamy after calling a
selected part of the Madras Press
for a pow-wow and then finding
that what they'd unanimously
reported was not to his liking.
One report started off with,
“*A concerted campaign is being
unleashed to oust several bure-
aucrats and politicians at the
Centre, according to Attorney
General G Ramaswamy"". It then
went on to add: ‘‘Several leaders
and administrators hailing from
the South, and known for their
proximity to the Prime Minister,
are being singled out for re-
moval, according to the Attorney

Ecofriendly Man,
not ecohostile

$¢Ys there a Plafform Clearance
Board?"" reads the caption below

a painting in which pavement dwellers
in front of high-rise buildings are seen
going about their daily activities and
blocking the free movement of traffic.
The next painting is even more
depressing. It depicts the hazards of rapid
industrialisation and urbanisation. The
smoke fumes emanating from a factory
pallute the almosphere, the trees nearby
have dried up and a sick-looking head
is shown emerging out of a pool of
waler filled with industrial effluents. An
emaciated woman is Irying to gel a
glimpse of the sky above, but sees only
high-rise buiidings enveloped in smoke.

These (wo prize-winning exhibils
are by 9-year-old Anand and 17-year-
old Rajesh, who participated in a

. painling competition organised to
celebratle World Habitat Day.

When asked how the idea of pori-
raying the problem of pedestrians
occurred lo him, Anand promplly
replied, “Because | find it a problem
reaching school in time every day.
These pavement dwellers leave no
space for me to walk”.

“Isn’t the scene you depict rather
morbid?"" [ asked Rajesh, “Well, yes,
but, unfortunalely, that's the reality," he
shot back.

The two paintings speak tellingly of
the environmental degradation we are
experiencing in the city and the damage
caused o Nature by Man. Any deve-
lopment should not be at the cost of
Nature, insist the environmentalists.

The environment consists of the
lithosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere,
and biosphere. When all these interact
with each other, each undergoes a small
change or a large change depending
upon the magnitude of the impact. A
balance emerges out of this interaction
and that is an ecasystem. Explaining this
in a simplified manner, Prof K N Rao,
Honorary Professor. Indian Institute of
Ecology and Environment, and Adviser,
Southern Zone, says the environmental
system is like a giant walch with inler-
connecting, interdependent and inter-
meshing gears (subsyslems). If one gear
is damaged, the other gears are affected,
as well as the functioning of the system
as a whole.

Though the term ‘ecosystem’ was
first coined by A G Tansley in 1935,
there has always been concem for every
form of life in the Indian mind. In the
Mahabharala, we come across passages
in which the Pandavas, while they lived
in the forest, were advised not to slay
in one fores! area for too long so as
to avoid Bhoo Bhara.

(Continued on P3)

General who is in the city. The
list of those being targetted
include Cabinet Secretary
Rajagopalan, Finance Secretary
Geethakrishnan, Reserve Bank
Governor Venkitaramanan,
erstwhile Planning Commission
member V Krishnamurthy and
former Commerce Minister
P Chidambaram. The whole

SHORT

N
gSNAPPY

exercise is aimed at weakening
the Prime Minister's position, he
remarked...

“...Ramaswamy said that a
section of the BJP was indulging
in this deliberate ploy to malign
leaders from the South..."”

I never said all that, Rama-
swamy's subsequent press
release appeared to indicate.
Then what did he say? Does he
mean to say the journalists
concerned just pulled out all the
names mentioned from a hat? Or
that they irresponsibly used his
name for attribution after each
fabricated sentence? Qrthat they
all agreed to tell the same lies?

Will someone please tell The
Man From Madras Musings the
truth?

P.S.The result of all this is
embarrassmentall round — and
so Attorney General Rama-
swamy's resignation became
inevitable.

Wanting more

hen will trade unions in
Madras take a realistic

Still slugging it out!

view of profitability in factories?
Not till they are asked to run the
factories themselves — with a
ban for life on the trade union
leaders involved, if the factories
fail to make profits.

These uncharitable thoughts
strike The Man From Madras
Musings on hearing that Metal
Box has once again suspended
operations in Madras. When
there was no competition,
especially in the small-scale
sector, Metal Box throughout the
country made thumping profits.
But instead of prudently
planning for the future, Metal
Box allowed its executives to live
high on the hog and, conse-
quently, painted itself into that
corner where it had to agree to
every demand of its trade unions
throughout India. The result was
that it had to close down several
operations over the last few
years.

The Madras can unit was
itself closed for 18 months and
only reopened in April 1989,
Amongst the conditions for
reopening were 20 per cent
wage cuts — which still kept
Metal Box employees amongst
the highest paid in the industry.
Despite the high wages, Metal
Box in Madras showed signs of
turning around. But the moment
its union smelt the first signs of
return to prosperity, it was quick
with an aggressive demand for
higher wages. The suspension of
operations was inevitable, given
the competitiveness of today's
market where most printshop
workers get far less than the
Metal Box elite.

When are union leaders
going to learn to stop killing the
golden geese? Their inability to
be realistic, more than anything

else, has had much to do with
India's failure in the inter-
national marketplace. No
wonder trade unions are banned
in the Export Processing Zones.

Madras sports car

Madras will, it is reported,
shortly manufacture a sports
car FOR EXPORT ONLY. Newly
floated Sol Motors will manu-
facture a 5.7 litre capacity
Formula Two sports car for the
international market at a factory
to be set up in the Madras
Exports Processing Zone.

Starting September 1993,
Sol is planning to assemble
1200 cars in its first year with
100 per cent imported kits and
build up production to 6000
cars in its fifth year with only
20 per cent import content.

Sol is teaming with Knudson
Automotive Inc. of Omabha,
Nebraska, on this project to
manufacture the Trojan and
Carrola models popular in West
Asia. Knudson will supply kits,
supervise quality control and buy
back the production. Sol Motors
expects a § 5000 profit on every
car exported to West Asia — and
that'll still be a lot cheaper than
manufacturing in, and exporting
from, the U.S.

What The Man From Madras
Musings found most interesting
about the project, however, was
its promoter. Dr. M.S. Kadirvelu
is a skin specialist! The things
doctors are getting themselves
into these days — even though
they are doing very well in their
own business, thank you! But
then Dr Kadirvelu describes his
profession as ‘‘liaison agent in
third country exports’’. What-
ever that is! — MMM

The Isthmus

refer to Dr K Venkatasubramanians's letier
in MM Odt. 16-31.

The King (George [il} coming to know
that Dr johnson occasionally visited the
library in the Queen's house expressed a
desire fo meet him there. As soon as
Dr Johnson got immersed in a book during
one of his subsequent visits, Mr Bernard,
the librarian, slipped out of the library lo
inform the King who went into the library
and engaged in a long conversation with
Dr Johnson with Mr Bamard a silent by-
stander all the while. The version referred
to by Dr Venkatasubramanian is not easily
traceable.

There was wide admiration for R.V. at
one time. It waned when it became evident
that R.V. did not possess either the by-
definition austerity of the Brahmin or the
pragmatic abnegation of a statesman; the
disillusion was complete when R.V.
retreated from the exercise of the prerogaive
of mercy and chose to abide by the advice
of a Cabinet headed by one not free of
interest in the case of the punishmenl for
the assassination of Indira Gandhi.

Dr. Venkatasubramanian may be of
assistance to R.V. in the realisation, however
late, of the aphorism of Socrates.

M.B. Sarangapani
708, 47 Cross Road
V Block, Jayanagar
Bangalore.

Mushrooms in wells

Iam happy to inform you that foreigners
too are avid readers of your fortnightly.

So I gathered from Jean Christophe Gerard

and his wife who are from Belgium.

After you published ‘How to grow
mushrooms’ Gerard contaded me for advice
on sefting up a domestic mushroom unit.
When he got down to it, he evolved a novel
method of growing mushrooms in unused
wells!

Gerard is working on rural development
projects in Tamil Nadu. He is sponsored by
the Belgian agency ‘Orientalia’, and is
working in collaboration with the local
Madras Social Service Society. An agri-
cultural engineer who has specialised in
water management, Gerard has been giving
technical advice on restoration of drinking
waler tanks in several villages of Tiruttani
Taluk, Chengai-MGR District.

After we met, he has begun growing
mushrooms in an unused open well.
Mushroom ‘beds’ are suspended on the rope
that used to camry the waler bucket.
Experiment and experience have proved that
the temperature inside the well remains stable
(around 27°C) 24 hours a day.

The first harvests were extraordinary.
The method is recommended to owners of
wells that they are not using.

Rajind N Christy
Annanagar West
Madras-600 040

Value of money

Iwas going thro’ ‘In the days of the tram’
by P N Sundaresan (MM 1/11). It was
stated that half an anna is equivalent to six
paise. It is wrong. It is equivalent to three
paise only. One anna is equivalent to six
and a quarler paise i.e. six paise only (say).
Joseph M Manoharan

Hony. Executive Director

New Life Fellowship Centre

No. 1, Sardar Patel Road

Madras-600 020.

Bus malady

Irecently saw an elderly standee PTC

commuter screaming in pain. The reason
was that the skin of his palm had got caught
between the railing and a loose rivet. He
had to free himself by losing the skin! On
an earlier occasion, in a packed PTC bus
on the Toll Gate route, the railing moved
forward with such temific force that il
smashed the mirror facing the driver lo

smithereens. Fortunately, as the bus was

stationary it did little harm.

Will the PTC do something fo se! right
this malady afflicting the overhead railings
in its buses?

} Krishnamurthy
8/10 LIC Staff Qrs.
KK Nagar, Madras-600 078.

Locations of trees

Thank you for giving importance (MM

1/11) 1o my plea for featuring trees, even
if you could not find old ones on the roads.
But it is not too difficult. I like to give their

locations: 1) Inter Church Service Agency, -

93, Pantheon Road — they have a big
100-year-old banyan ftree, 2)Next at
Doveton, in the compound of the Salvation
Army, there is a huge banyan tree,
3) Congress Grounds, Teynampet, there are
many such huge trees, 4)Horticultural

“Society (Cathedral Road) too has 100-year-

old trees.

There s only a lack of people in Madras
city o apprediale such rare beauties of nature
still surviving by God's grace.

C T Vairavan
10 Jagadambal Colony
Madras-600 014.
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Illness
uncured

he dubious merit of a crisis lies in

its ability lo draw atlention. If that
be so, then the imminent Balance of
Payment crisis faced by India has
certainly roused national concemn. India
needs an additional § 9 billion from
multilaleral agencies to keep it exter-
nally solvent. Reaffirming the situation
is the RBI estimate that India’s current
account deficit for 1992-93 may touch
a slaggering § 7 billion against a mere
$ 2.8 billion in 1991-92. It is then
grave cause for concern that, given our
needs, we will only be pushed further
into the quagmire of debt.

The solution lies in the permanent
improvement of the BOP situation for
which two strategic areas have lo be
nutured — enhancing export, and
devising strategies to lure foreign capital.
Of these, the latter will prove more
advanlageous in handling short-ferm
priorities. In the long-run, exports will
have to be pushed, on the one hand,
while, on the other, all efforls must be
made to contain foreign exchange
expenditure. This will only be possible
with the collective involvement of
corporale bodies; {0 necessilale which
our infrastructural facilities have to be
augmented in tandem with vigorous
forays in oil exploration and conser-
vation of energy to cut the crude oil
and petro-products import bill. Further,

interest rates applicable to exporiers
have lo be slashed to a challenging
9 per cent level.

However, all these take lime and
a sharp lunaround in trade account,
by an immediale growth in exports, is
unlikely, if not impossible. Hence, it is

~with a sense of urgency that the nearer

goal of luring overseas investible
resources should be taken up. To this

BULLS EYE

effect, it is worth observing that the
inducement provided by the Govern-
ment in recent policy changes for
foreign portlolio investment has
apparently not done much to draw the
altention of the targetted group.
Simultaneously, a major facelift
operation is also obligatory-to project
India’s image in the international arena.
This will be greatly facilitated by a
healthy stock markel.
Meanwhile,.the market sentiment
continues to remain depressed with
increasing numbers of new issues, rights
and the mega issues of Reliance and
IPCL. A total of Rs 3,500 cr is to be

raised this month alone. The continuing
disinvestment by the Government in

- the PSUs and preoccupation of the

financial institutions in absorbing this
and the buying of rights of good
companies have reduced their capital
exposures to that extent. This explains
their inability to contain the decline in
the recent past. But these notwith-
standing, we still believe that the long-
term is bullish. This sentiment will be
reflected in the index early next year.
The monsoon has been good, more
liberalisation measures are likely to be
introduced in the Budget and develop-
ments such as the new drug policy are
anticipated. Also, the present unabated
flow of new issues and rights, some of
them at unreasonable prices, will get
contained. The likely entry of Flis and
private mutual funds will also improve
funds, for lack of which the secondary
market is badly ailing at present.

In this context, it would be unwise
to think of disinvestment while the
short-term is still down. The decline has
been for too long and a rally is on the
cards. In any event, the long-term
outlook for the market, which, in fact,
is the outlook for the economy, s good.

The Indian Finance Minister,
Indian economists and a large number
of foreign watchers of the Indian scene
are agreed that the economy is on the
growth path, and headed towards better
times. They are not, however, agreed
on the pace of growth. Such unani-
mous opinion can only lead us to
believe that the future of corporate
players in this country is bright and, if
that be so, the future of the stock
market is bound to be impressive.
Await the rally and the renewal
of our forinightly recommen-
dations. K, Gopalakrishnan

PIRA

MAKRE

NEW(S)TRACKS

In spite of the legal measures in-
troduced in this part of the world
and all the severely worded resolutions
passed by film bodies, video piracy goes
on merrily. Not only are movies star-
ring the likes of Rajanikanth, Kamal
Hasan and Prabhu being gleefully
pirated, but even video magazines are
now being copied en masse, with
illegal, unauthorised duplicate VHS
(video home service) prints being freely
available in video libraries and other
outlets throughout the State.
This writer was helpless witness to
the blatant piracy recently ofa  rie-

- oriented video magazine launc by

a close friend of his. Randor Gu _, the
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noted film historian, had contributed a
15-minute slot on Tamil film history
to this 100-minute video magazine.
Much time, energy, effort and money
were invested in the launch of the
magazine. Press ads, TV ads, colourful
posters and the lot. After much higgling
and haggling, the producer succeeded
in appointing distributors in various
parts of the state and also in places like
Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta, Hyderabad
and Jamshedpur.

And, then it began. The nightmare
for the poor producer who had invested
several lakhs of rupees in this project
and slogged over it for a year to make
his dream come true. While he was
busily distributing the maiden issue of
his dream child, hey, presto, pirated
VHS prints began to surface here, there
and, then, almost everywhere. In
Calcutta, pirated prints were available
even before the producer’s could reach
there. And that's not the end of this sad
tale. Pirated versions of not only the
video magazine but even of its colourful
posters surfaced in distant Colombol
The co-producer, a starlet-tumed-
successful television producer, was
more than shocked to find a pirated
copy of her efforts there.

In most towns, video piracy is being
done by video library bosses in cavalier
fashion. A distributor of this video
magazine had asked and was given
several originals. To his shock he found
that avideo library which had boughta
few prints had duplicated and dis-
tributed them to other libraries-in that
town! When it comes to piracy,
libraries appear to join hands in spite
of the cut-throat competition among
themselves.

If this calamity can — and did —
befall a video magazine, the havoc that
could be wrought in the case of a muli-
million rupee movie can well be
imagined. What's the remedy? Are
those in power really thinking about
it seriously?

The

have

girls
it!

YAPping at each other '

The team from Meenakshi College

were adjudged the best and one of
them, Sheila Sukumaran, also walked
away with best speaker award at the
recent inter-collegiate debating com-
petition held by YAPS (The Youth
Association For Public Speaking). But
the audience thought demure and petite
Shuly Ganguly of Anna Adharsh the
best speaker and Loyola the best team.

The City's leading colleges parti-
cipaled in the competition. Each
speaker was allowed four minutes, but
almost everyone sneaked in an exira
minute or two. The heat of the debate
ensured the usual quota of mixed
metaphors and quoles from Kahlil
Gibran, Alfred Hitchoock “or someone
like that” to the Bhagavad Gita,
Shakespeare and Nadine Gordimer.
And on every occasion that someone
alluded to my "my worthy opponent”,
you could be sure that he or she had
something up a sleevel All the fopics
were parlicularly relevant to those
participating, as well as being eminently
debatable, centred as they were on
Youth and Education.

The first topic of the day,
‘Uncultured college culturals —
shouldnt they be banned?’ had
Vivekananda (for the proposition) pitied
against MMC represented by Madhu
and Sai Pravin. The MMC team were
both forceful and convincing, although
both teams tended to go off at a tangent
and forget, ultimately, who were
defending what.

The second topic — ‘Teachers
should know the way, show the way
and go the way. Do they?' — stirred
up a veritable homets” nest. Mohan .
and S.K. Shukla of Vaishnav College,
who were against the proposition, came
up with hard-hitting, no-frills-added
speeches with telling examples from

- contemporary college life (which may
. not have gone down too well with the

jury, with two city college professors
on it!), while Anna Adharsh cited
examples of dedicated, idealistic
teachers. However, Anna Adharsh’s
Gurukul system and Anne Sullivan
(Helen Keller's teacher) had to retire
before today'’s striking teachers who are
sometimes as bad as our Members of
Parliament when it comes to squabb-
ling, shouting and grabbing any means
o hog the limelight. The tuition culture,
especially, came in for quite a few hard
&nocks. Anna Adharsh were graceful

and poised even while defending a lost
cause, which could not be said for the
teams that immediately foliowed.

The climax was when Loyola and
Law College exchanged words on
‘Privale Institutions — Is Education for
Sale?. The J.oyola team — Sanjay
Pinto and Sandy Hilal — were voci-
ferous, but their opponents refused to
be cowed. Loyola sang the praises of
their ‘Alma Maler', keeping well away
from  controversial issues — SRMC,
private medical and engineering colleges
elc. — while Law proferred *“proof and
records” to show that privale insti-
tutions were only out to make money.
Towards the end, the polished Loyola
veneer cracked and the debate degene-
rated into a verbal brawl. Needless to
say, the audience avidly drank in every
minute of it!

The MCC and Meenakshi teams
were, by comparison, tame and un-
interesting, although the debate took in
recent unruly events at [IT Kanpur,
drug addiction and the rowdy element
in the city colleges. Their topic was
‘Parental neglect is responsible for
student indiscipline’. Apama B. and
Sheila Sukumaran of Meenakshi were
calm, unruffled and self-possessed.

Due to the non-appearance. of
certain teams, two YAPpers teamed up,
on a non-competitive basis, against
Madras University (Shripriya Mahesh
and Aruna V.), but the debate on Is
education a pre-requisite for success?’
facked conviction.

The final debate of the day made
everyone sit up again. The proposition,
‘Is the present study of Humnanities an
exercise in futility? was staunchly
defended by Nirmal Roy of Law
(despite being a student of Humanities
himself), who was eamest, suodinat and
masterly, but Ethiraj fought all the way.

It was all good fun. The person
who particularly appeared to enjoy the
debates the most was moderator
Pradeep. He seemed delighted playing
God, as it were. But he also took time
off to nepper the entire session with
enjoyable nevertheless. .

The jury was Dr Mrs Hamsapriya
from Presidency, Mithran Devanesan,
theatre personality, Sunder (an ex-
YAPper himself), TTP Abdullah, former:
DGP, and Prof. Sridhar of Law
College. B.K.

Ecofriendly Man...

(Continued from P2)

A ooastal ecosystem that is assuming
importance of late is the mangrove
ecosystem. Mangroves are a com-
munity of plants thriving in the muddy
shores caused by sea tides. Whenever
there is a high tide, there is a lot of sall
content and ordinary plants cannot
survive here. Salt-folerant plants adjust
to the environment and thrive. The
rools of the mangrove species either
grow above the ground or develop knee
rools or butiress rools fo get oxygen.

Mangrove species are found in
Pichavaram, not far from Madras.
Covering an area of 1400 hectares,
these forests are easily accessible. There
are mangrove species found in the city
also, behind the Theasophical Society
in Adyar and along the backwaters upto

" Cheltinad Palace. They belong fo the

species  Avicennia, Acanthus-llicu
Folius.Small mangrove tracls are also
found near the iron bridge off Siva-
nanda Road and by Royapuram beach.

Environmentalists interested in the
development and conservation of

mangroves have mainly had an
academic interest in them till now, but
they are slowly realising the potential -
these species have for other economic
purposes as well. The little known
mangrove tracts found in the city could
be developed into parks or tourist spols .
by the city’s environmental societies. By
making city dwellers conscious of

mangroves, the Societies could help -
make Man become ecofriendly insiead . -

of being ecohostile. The paintings by -
these two young bdys are just a small’ o

Sep in this direcion. "
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‘The tiger's way to
better English
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to the Adyar end, has a tiny pediment seemingly
supported by two thin, as-tall-as-they-come pillars,
providing a most incongruous sight to passers-by.
Neither pediment nor pillars appear to serve any

purpose, so why? Certainly they are not aesthetic.
Pedimentation, arches and domes seem much more
appropriate, even in their neglected state, in Victoria
Public Hall, next to where the Railways took over what
was left of Moore Market. The hall, meant for
meetings, theatre performances etc, was opened in 1887
by Governor Lord

Madiras just loves pediments, those triangles on tops
of buildings whether they suit the building or not. And
if they can add a couple of pillars to a pediment, so
much the better, whether the proportions are right or
nol. In this new block of flats, one side of the building,
the side which faces C P Ramaswami Iyer Road closer

In an advertisement thal appeared in
The Hindu on October 18th, 1992,
the MMDA had called for ‘ideas’ from
architects for developing an area of
45.45 acres at the mouth of the Adyar
River. Whal is intriguing is that it was
also stated that an amount of Rs. 40
crores had been set aside for this
project.
How, may | ask, can there be a
project estimate when the type of

fact that South Beach Road crosses it
at one point does not in any way aller
this relationship.

If at all any “development” is
suggested, it should be oriented towards
reinforcing the area’s natural attributes.
Converting the area into a major green
bell which will act as a buffer for the
rest of the esluary, and, at the same
time, provide a haven to us Madrasis
who are starved of parks and open

development itself is unknown? It can
only be construed that the MMDA has
a prelty good ‘idea’ of what it wanls
to do with the land. Clear enough to
pul a price lag on il.

Judging from the multi-crore
financial outlay, it is obvious that the
project involves major construction
activity. What else can be so capital-
intensive? 1t is only a matter of
speculation whether this would be
multi-storied flats or a ‘Mickey Mouse'
amusement park for which the public
seems {0 have an endless appelite.
Whatever it is, the development is
going fo be totally out of key with
environmental factors and the needs of
the city as a whole.

The Adyar River estuary, because
ol its natural atiributes and because of
ifs inaccessibility, is home to several
species of migratory and non-migratory
birds. The heavily wooded grounds of
the Theosophical Society and the
estuary on the northem side create
conditions ideal for bird life. A fook at
the map showing the project sile reveals
clearly that the area in question is an
extension of the Adyar River estuary
which has been used for fand fill — a
disastrous misiake perpetuated in the
Sixties. As an open space il is still
contiguous with the river basin. The

spaces, would be a step in the right
direction.

While the city has been growing,
our parks and gardens have been
systematically destroyed. The
Zoological Garden and Peoples Park
have given way to the suburban
lerminal at Central in the Eighties. The
Horticultural Sodiety lost a good chunk
ol its land to the {lyover at Gemini in
the Seventies, the rest it chose to
convert into a drive-in-restaurant.
Nehru Park now boasls a large new
building to house the sporis authority.
King Richard’s Park in Saidapel now
accommodales a public toilet and the
Corporation Unit Office. The ‘green
belt” separating the main road and the
access road running parallel to it in
Gandhi Nagar, Adyar, has been slowly
eroding — a bus terminus has been buill
on it and the area left over is being
gradually taken over by squallers who
ply their trades with much profit.

The most distressing aspect of all
this is that the Govemment and the City
Corporation have been directly
responsible by their own acls for this
degradation. And where they are not
involved directly, they have con-
veniently looked the other way.

Does it not seem odd that a city
of five million people does not have
a single park worth its name, while
Bangalore, a much smaller city, can
boast of two major parks right in the
heart of the city. Those who claim that
the Marina is a substitute, should firsi
try to answer the question: Why does
it wear a deserled look for most of the
day? The reason is the Marina is jusl
a sandy deserl and can be enjoyed only
for a couple of hours after the sun goes
down and before the muggers take
over.

A park has many dimensions and
can be many things to many people.
Its value as a part of the urban fabric
cannot be questioned. [ am sure that
the well-meaning planners at the
MMDA are quite aware of all this, but
for some reason are falling prey to the
same forces that literally destroy the
Corporation of Madras.

We look lo them as the guardians
of our city and expect them o stand
up and be counled when it comes to
fighling for ideas and ideals conceming
the environmental quality of it.

THE Connemara ASumm &THE
NEW Madras’s commemo- OLD
*** ration of Queen

Victoria’s Golden Jubilee. Originally suggested by
Sir A T Arundel, President of the Corporation, it was
made possible by public subscription, but largely
through the generosity of the Maharajah of Vizia-
nagaram. A hall out of the gaslight era, it cries for
preservation and improvement — and if both are
provided it could become a landmark venue for public
occasions, including theatre performances in the city.
By its side, and as neglected and forgotten, is the
Trevelyan Fountain, sole memorial in the city to
Governor Sir Charles Trevelyan, who lost his job
because he protested against the introduction of income
tax, but who went on to make a major contribution
to the founding of the Indian Civil Service. People’s
Park, where fountain, hall and so much else have come
up subsequently, was another Trevelyan creation.

(PHOTOS: The New — V.S. RAGHAVAN and

The Old — SUSHEELA NAIR )

¢ 6Baddy, what's Bulimia?"" asked
my darling daughter, Mani-
mekalai, chewing on her pencil.

“Is it one of your Harshad Mehta
jokes?" | asked. “No one laughs at
Harshad Mehta any more. He's being
groomed to get the Nobel Prize in

Economics next year.”
“Of course not. Mummy has to go

to the Ladies Club meeting and they

wanted to discuss something that had
a high moral tone, like Lad)
Chatterley’s Lover or something so
brilliant thal no one knew what it
meant.

The main speaker, the disorganised
editor of a popular tabloid, had myster-
iously abdicated his responsibility to the
chair al the eleventh hour. This had
led to a constitutional crisis. Should

are discussing Princess Diana’s life
story. She sulffers from Bulimia.”

"“That bad is it?" I asked. The wile
looked up briefly from her book and
said, "It means an ealing disorder when
apparently healthy people keep on
gorging food. It's the opposile of
anorexia.”

“What's anorexia?"' 1 enquired,
only to be mel with a frown.

The Ladies Club meeting was a
very important event in the Karuve-
pillay Colony. It was the one occasion
where foreign ladies mixed with Indian
ones and discovered how much there
was {0 keep them apart. Half the ladies,
the brown churidar set, wanted to
discuss the private life of Princes Diana,
as written by that literary genius,
Andrew Morton. The other half, the
blue churidars, were outraged. They

they send a telegram to the PM and
ask him lo inlervene in the matter?
Fortunately, an alternale speaker was
found, a literary hack who wrote a
culinary column. The lady immediately
proceeded to deliver a lecture on how
many pounds of flour, sugar, butter and
dozens of eggs and packels of icing
sugar went into making the Royal
Wedding Cake.

“She didn't talk about the book at
all,” complained the wife. "She held
up the book and asked us, “Why is this
woman smiling?" and pointed to the
picture of the Princess wearing a black
jacket and her hair short, with a saintly
smile on her face, despite the fact that
she had no sex life at all now, and spent
many days without food, according to
Morton. She felt that Princess Diana
had been transformed because of her

sufierings into a Saint. Saint Diana.”
Al this point, according to my wife, all
the Christian ladies in the audience left.

“She said that when Princess Diana
went to Pakislan she showed so much
of her leg that all the Mullahs got
worked up.” At this point all the
Muslim ladies in the audience left
leaving the speaker wondering why.
The Brilish women had already
boycotted the function to show they
were all for Queen and Country.

“Was there anyone left?" [ asked,
aghast to hear this account of the Battle
of the Book.

"Oh yes, one lady told us how she
had spent five weeks in the USA for
her sister-in-law's daughter's marriage
and both ways she stopped in-London.
Some people have all the luck, don't
they?"

"But what does that have to do
with Diana?’ | asked.

"“Well, she read in London that the
royal family could be divided into those
whoséroles were functional and those
who were enlertaining.

“We decided that Diana stopped
being funclional the minute she
produced the heirs to the throne and
Charles was no longer enlertaining.
One of the ladies asked where the
sponge cake had been bought and we
all sat down and had a second helping
of cake and coffee. The discussion was
a grand success.”

“That's bulimia for you,” | said,
“'mass bulimia" and gave Manimekalai
another pencil to chew.

Is there really so much to
English, I thought as I listened
to Prof. S K Ram expound eru-
ditely on a how a simple, trite
thriller could be made use of to
-teach better English. But there
were several in that virtually
segregated audience at the
British Council the other day,
especially in the half packed with
women, who seemed to know
that there was indeed a whole lot
more to the language than I
knew. That half of the hall was
most responsive to Ms Ram'’s
exposition, which in its earnest-
ness reflected her NCERT days
and in its charm reflected the
laid-back Omford style which
she's now part of at Oxford
University Press, Delhi.

Once encouraged to read
Leslie Charteris, Berkley Grey,
Sapper, Doyle and others of that
ilk, as one way of getting me to
KNOW the English Language, |
appear to have missed out on all
the other things Ms Ram wised
us on. But it was heartening to
find the thriller back as a way of
getting the young interested in
English. Only now they've got to
do a lot with those quiz questions
at the end of each chapler ~--
which could be fun, if it didn't
mean exams on a whole lot of
useless knowledge at the end of
it all — and that's something [

"never had to tackle at good old

St Thomas' Prep which was
headed by an Oxonian.

But if I might sound a little
cantankerous over ‘English, the
way she is taught’ by all those
quick-on-the-draw answerers at
the British Council, I certainly
don’t feel the same way aboul
the Beeb's effort to get the
language spoken better in South
Asia.

element of Indian English as
spoken by the latter, its manner
of presentation enables the
listener to acquire a ‘feel’ for the
language similar to Duff’s for
India. Each ten-minute episode
becomes a half hour bilingual
programme as the language of
the episode is explained and
taught both in English and a
chosen language of the sub-
continent. Starting with Hindi
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The BBC, which claims to be
the world’s largest English
language classroom, has been
going strong for the past year or
so with a 3 6-part presentation of
a thriller called Tiger's Eye,
specifically targetted for South
Asia. The thriller — with a wild
life conservation angle to it —
has been written by Alan
McConnell Duff who, over four
or five years, has seen much of
the everyday India. Presented as
a radio play in standard English
— as spoken by the BEST in
Britain and India — and with an

ZEENY,
ER'S EYE

and then Bengali, the pro-
gramme is now bging beamed in
Urdu as well, with the English-
Tamil programme scheduled to
be on the air at 9.15 p.m. every
Saturday, from November 28th,
on the BBC's Tamil programme.

Associated with the pro-
gramme are two old friends of
Madras, Shankar Shankara-
murthi and Alan Maley. ‘Anna’
Shankar was ‘Mr BBC Tamil’ for
24 vyears. His first assignment
after retirement was to help with
the Tamil version of Tiger's Eye
and be its ‘voice’ as well. Alan

Shankar Shankaramurthi, Gareth Annstrong and Geetha Subramaniam who can be
heard in the Lnglish-Tamil teaching programme, Tiger's Lye, on the BBC's Tamil Service.

Maley, for his part, was
consultant to the series and he
brought to it his knowledge of,
and affection for, English as
she’s spoke round the world and
his four years' experience
heading the British Council in
Madras, when his greatest love
was the Council’'s English
Janguage programme.

Teaming together with
producer Sue Cockyll and digital
recording — which gives the
highest possible sound quality —
they’ve produced an English
teaching radio series which they
all hope will reach the millions
who listen to the BBC's South
Asian language programmes
from West Asia to Southeast
Asia. Of the BBC’s counted 120
million listeners worldwide,
nearly 50 million are in this
area, 24 miilion of them listen-
ing in Hindi and over a million
in Tamil. It is to them that the
BBC is beaming this series which
aims to teach spoken English by
getting its audience to LISTEN
carefully.

Oxford University Press in
India have taken it from there
and have produced material with
which they hope to reach the
classrooms as well. Tiger's Eye
is available as a book in English
only or in English with teaching
commentary in Hindi, Bengali,
Urdu, Telugu or Tamil, There
are also three cassettes in the
same language pattern. This will
enable not only English reading
and learning in classrooms, but
English listening and Jearning as
well, at the same venue or at
home. To enable the widest
possible reach, pricing has been
kept very reasonable. But what
interested me most is that the
whole story — and it is quite a
complex, though enjoyable, one
— has been told in a vocabulary
of 1200 words plus the usual
conjunctions, pronouns and
prepositions. When language can
be as simple as that, must
English language teaching be
made a grammatical labyrinth?

S. Muthiah

Less than a dozen parents turned up

at Sishya School, Adyar, recently
when the Doon School came South
looking for students. Headmaster Shomi
Das’s exercise, of familiarising the
parents with the merits of the school,
did leave a lot of unanswered
questions. To be very honest, [ am still
not very clear as to why the principal
of such a well-known school should
have taken so much trouble to come
down to Madras to woo students from
the South, especially considering
Doon's loudly proclaimed long waiting-
list and the fact that we do have good
residential schools like Lovedale, Rishi
Valley elc which are within reachable
distance.

Could one thing be possible? That
the South s, after all, a reposilory of
talented 11 and 12-year old-boys who
require just a few inputs to develop into
the new leaders of the country? But
then, the Doscos from the North have
done quite well for themselves in Delhi
in recenl years, thank you. So why this
‘pilgrimage’?

No real answers were forthcoming.
So I settled down to listen to Das.

Das, present head of India's first
Public School, run by the Indian Public
Schoal Sociely, said he was here to
introduce — or was it sell? [ asked
mysell — Doon, because the school
fails to atiract bright students from the
South, even though ten limes more
boys from the rest of India register for
the entrance lests every year than there
are seas.

The School's wish is to provide an
opportunity for bright young Indians
from EVERY parl of the country to
obtain a good education, in an all-
ecompassing sense, through its
residential system. But why are there
so few from the South at  Doon?

The Doon School, Das narrated,
owed ils existence to the foresight of
Satish Ranjan Das, one of pre-Indepen-

dence India's most eminent barristers
and a member of the Executive Council
of the Viceroy. Founded in 1529, the
school aimed from the first to admit,
on a wholly residential basis, children
of all castes, religions and colour,
without any distinction, and to incul-
cale in them a spirit of secularism. It
aimed at taking the best from Indian
culture and India’s rich herilage and to
tearn it with the best from the school
education systems in olher countries
adapted o the needs of India, thereby
evolving a unique pattern of all-round
education which would develop
students who would be Indians first.

Besides the secondary and higher
secondary public exams, all boys are
internally assessed and must pass in
Socially Useful Productive Work
(SUPW). As part of SUPW, boys are
expecled to give Iwo hours a week to
service activilies, such as village
development, adult education, child
education, working in homes for the
handicapped and the mentally retarded,
and communily service on the campus
by way of tree-planting, gardening,
road maintenance elc. Computer
fliteracy is compulsory. Spare time
activities (STA) include such diverse
crafts and hobbies as carpentry, wood
turning, melal craft, motor mechanism,
photography, aeromodelling, chess, first
aid, electronics, practical chemistry,
metereology, dramatics, typing and
philately. Besides all this, artistic skills,
such as painting, wood sculpture, stone
sculpture, poitery, batik, screen printing
and hand block-printing are encour-

aged. The music school offers instrucl-
ion in both vocal and instrumental
music. And there is a variely of spor,
besides mountaineering.

s by Dhanya
Gopinath

The question which bothered the
small audience most was the money
involved and Headmaster Shomi Das

said that school fees are currently
around Rs. 22,700/- a year, payable
in two equal instalments before june
30 and December 31. This is an all-
inclusive boarding, tuition, books and
qames fee. Financial Aid is also avail-
able in deserving cases through
bursaries (part-scholarships). Travel
granls are also given. But ‘tuck’ from
home, < ecial food, expensive walches,
cameras and the like are discouraged
and pockel money should be kept
within limits, Headmaster Das advised,

as the school’s aim was a sense of
equality at all times.

An entrance test is usually conducted
in November every year and, fo be
admitted, a boy must be over 10 years
old in September of that year in order
to enable him to sit for entry into
Standard V1. To sit for the test for entry
into Standard VI, he must be over 11
years of age but under 12 years in
September of that year. The entrance
test consists of four one-hour papers in
English, Hindi, Mathematics and
General Knowledge and is administered
over a four-and-a half hour stretch on
one day with a hall-hour break after

two papers.

It's obviously tough getting in and
it's expensive staying in. But who
knows, you may have a Rajiv in the
family!

November: MMB's Artist of the Month,
Kishore Randime

November 16-25: A workshop on
painting by Paola Di Prima from Paris.
Information, registration and workshop
at Al

November 18: /, Bertolt Brecht by the
Good Company at the Music Academy,
6.30 p.m. (passes MMB)

November 18-27: Exhibilion of
‘Paintings and Works Installation’ by
Jyotee Kolie (A.F. Art Gallery)

November 19: Workshop on Brechit'’s
Narrative Thealre by Sue Pomeroy,
Director, Good Company. The work-
shop will include practical work and
discussion of Brechtian concepts. At the
Br. C. 5.30 p.m. (By invitation, Br.C.
and MMB)

November 25: Living Wood: Sculplural
Traditions of Southern Indja. lllustrated
talk by Dr. George Michell, archifectural
historian, who has specialised in the

Vijayanagara period of Southem Indian
ar. At Br.C., 7.00 p.m.

November 26-29: Film seminar with
Wemer Kobe, Freiburg, K Harharan,
Madras and Father Gaston Roberge,
Calcutta, on Problems of a Multicultural
Society — Foreigners in Germany,
Minorities in India. At MMB
(10.00 a.m. to 7.30 p.m.)

November 29: Ensemble Gradiva (Alain
Zaepffel, Brigilte Vinson and Sulochana
Brahaspathi) presents Voices Across
Continents (Lessons of Darkness and
Midnight Raga). Al the Music Academy,
6.30 p.m. A concert of vocal music
featuring Sulochana Brahaspathi
accompanied by musicians on the
sarangi, tabura and fabla. On the same
stage will be the two singers accompani-
ed by a ‘positive organ’, a 'viole de
gambe’ and a ‘theorbe’, ancient and
mediaeval musical instrumients,

December: MMB's Artist of the Month,
Balan Nambiar

December 4: Demonsiration of jewellery
design techniques by Jane Adam. At the
Br.C. 10.00 a.m. (By invitation, Br.C.)

lllustrated ledure on One Jewelier's
Work by Jane Adam. At Br.C,
7.00 p.m.

December 4-6: Seminar with
Dr Bernhard  Glaeser, Berlin, and
Dr Bemd Neugebauver, Hamburg, on
Forest for Economic Development and
Recreation. At MMB (9.30 am. to
5.00 p.m.} (By invitation, MMB)

December 6: Christmas Carols by the
Polyphonics and Juniors. At MMB.
Library 6.30 p.m. ‘

December 7: Performance of ancient
music by Robert Ressicaud. At Museum
Theatre, 6.30 p.m. .

' Note: (AF. = Alliance Francaise; Br.C. =

British Coundl; MMB = Max Muller
Bhavan.)
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hen you spot those lengths

of uninteresting-looking
PVC tubes at LANDMARK or
HIGGINBOTHAM's, don’t pass
them by. They contain some of
the best reproduced art prints I
have ever seen. Produced by
Guntur-based SANTI ARTS, the
prints, on chemical-free, hand-
made board, are executed in a
variety of styles — Thanjavur,
Kangra, Kalamkari, Nathdwara,
Mysore and Orissa.

The brighter ones, with as
many as 17 different exuberant
colours, are just the thing to
brighten up a room. These hand-
screen-printed reproductions are
a refreshing change from the
embroidered wall-hangings that -
seem {0 grace almost every living
room these days.

Done in bold reds, blues and
golds, ‘Kaliya Mardan' is breath-
taking, and the price is a mere
Rs. 320/-, ‘Mere’, considering
the quality. ‘Daksha Yagna’, in
‘the modern representational
style’, is dazzling. But the pick
of them all are the duo-tone
prints in sober sepia tints and
charcoal strokes. They are a
steal, at Rs. 140/-. The most
elegant is one depicting a young
Bharatha Natyam danseuse per-
forming on a pillared stage. The
soft charcoal lines lend the print
a charm and grace that the
others lack. A sepia tint

days of the Raj is ‘Victorious
Procession’, with caparisoned
elepbants, prancing horses and
marching soldiers, all executed
in minute life-like detail.

Ask to see the brochure for
more — and if the print you
want is not available, you can
place orders directly with the
company by post.

What's Continental ?

To judge by the enthusiastic
advertising thal sang the
praises of mnewly-introduced

‘Continental Cuisine' at
MATHURA (Tarapore Towers,
Anna Salai), it was reasonable to
expect a lavish spread. Only
whoever was responsible for the
campaign had obviously not
peeked at the menu. The ‘Con-
tineptal Cuisine' turned out to be
limited to sandwiches (though
when chutney sandwiches
became Continental is anybody's
guessl), soups, stews, pizzas and
au gratins.

The soups, the menu said,
would be accompanied by bread-
rolls — in the plural — and when

STATE OF THE ART

I nearly had to book an appoint-
ment with the dentist. The
Chinese soup (Rs. 20/-) had
uncooked noodles (no, they were
not done al dente) and the
Vegetable Soup wasn't any
better. The ‘Continental’ soups,
by the way, cost much more
than the non-'Continental’ ones
— probably because of the
bread-rolls.

I shied away from the stew
and ordered the corn au gratin
(Rs. 30/-) instead. The au gratin
was hot, cheesy and delicious,
but it was accompanied by two

minuscule — and, of course,
stale — triangles of bread. For
the price, I thought, MATHURA
could be a bit more generous
with the servings and provide
fresher bread.

Fortunately, the dosais are
still as crisp and delicious as
ever, especially, the rava dosais
and peas masala dosais. Thank
God for small mercies!

Lend your ears!

Acouple of months ago, a few
college students majoring in

education to use. They dreamed
up ideas for ear-rings using low-
cost materials — wooden and
semi-precious beads of all sizes
and shapes — and they took the
City by storm. These enter-
prising young men and women
are now buying up anything
ethnic or bizarre they see
anywhere which they consider
potential raw material. And the
results are to be seen on many
a Madrasi ear. '

The in-thing to do these days
is to have as many pairs of ear-
rings as there are days in the
month, or dresses in your
wardrobe, which, if you are
young and fashion-conscious,
amounts to the same thing
anyway! The pairs of ear-rings
by this group are very
reasonably priced and are the
latest hit on the Madras scene, as
soaring sales testify.

These  one-of-a-kind,
exclusive pairs use shells,
cowries, rudraksh and just about
anything else. And if you know
anyone in the student com-
munity, it's time to look them
up, quite literally, and buy a few
pairs from these unofficial but
far from unrecognised entre-
preneurs! Necessity is the
mother of invention, after all.

On display at CONTEM-
PORARY ARTS near Agarwal
Eye Clinic.

reminiscent of the sketches done the ‘roll' did arrive, it was Fine Arts and down on pocket-
by visiting English artists in the exactly 3 mm thick and so hard money decided to put their Bhavana Kay
ake an unusual pulao — with  Method \\ IN THE / /. Method
mushrooms and peas. Serve with Clean and cut fish into medium T\ \ / O -2’ Heat oil and fry for a few minutes
Fish Sauce, the way your grandmother  glices. % P the onions and ginger.

would make it. Serve also the spicy
Masala Peas and Polaloes. Serve
chunks of yummy Chocolate Cake for
dessert.

NANI FISH SAUCE

Y2 kg fish, seer or pomiret
3 large onions, chopped fine
4 green chillies, slit sideways
8~10 cloves of garlic, peeled and smashed
coarsely
1 big lemon-sized tamarind (extract
3 cups of thick juice) set aside.

1 teaspoon pepper roast each
1 teaspoon cummin separately*
seeds (jeera) and
1 teaspoon fenugreek powder

seeds (methi)

1 teaspoon chilli powder
1 teaspoon coriander seeds powder
(dhaniya)
% teaspoon turmeric powder
1 teaspoon mustard seeds
2-3 tbs ol
1 sprig curry leaves
Y% cup coriander leaves, chopped fine
Salt to taste

Heat oil in a broad bottomed
vessel, Add the curmry leaves and

mustard seeds. When the mustard seeds
splutter, add the chopped onions. Fry
till browned. Add garlic, powdered
masala, chilli powder, dhaniya powder
and turmeric powder. Fry till the raw
smell of the masala disappears.

Add the thick tamarind extract. Add
salt. Cook for a few minutes.

Slide in the fish pieces, cover and
simmer till the fish is done. Gamish
with coriander leaves and serve with
a pulao.

Radhika N. Girish

MUSHROOM-GREEN
PEAS PULAO

1 cup basmati rice, soaked in waler
for 15 minutes, drained and set
aside.

| large onion, sliced

Y cup shelled peas

WANTED

Lady Advertising
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Attractive remuneration and commission
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Madras Musings
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W

50 grams, fresh mushrooms, chopped
i carrol, peeled and chopped fine
2->5 tbs ghee
1 teaspoon cummin seeds
1 bay leaf
2 or 3 big cardamoms
{ inch piece cinnamon stick
2 or 3 cloves
%2 teaspoon red chilli powder
Salt to taste

Method

Heat ghee, add the cummin seeds.
When it sizzles, add the bay leal,
cardamoms, cinnamon slick and
cloves. Fry for a minute. Add the
chopped onion, green peas, chopped
carrot and mushrooms, and sauté for
a minute or two.

Add rice and fry for a minute. Add
sall and two cups of waler. Cover and
cook till water is absorbed.

Place a tawa under the pan and
cook till each grain is separale.

MASALA PEAS AND

POTATOES

2 cup shelled peas
350 grams polaloes, boiled in their
jackets, peeled and chopped into
Yo inch pieces.
2 {omatoes, chopped fine
! onion chopped fine
1" ginger grated
Y2 teaspoon turmeric powder
1 teaspoon cummin

seeds Powdered
1 teaspoon coriander together
seeds

1 teaspoon red chilli powder
1 teaspoon garam masala
1 small bunch coriander leaves
chopped fine
2-3 tbs ol
Salt 1o taste
Juice of a lemon

Add the chopped tomato, turmeric
powder, cummin-coriander powder
and red chilli powder. Fry for a minute.

Add the peas and sall. Simmer till
peas are almost done.

Add the potatoes and cook ill peas
are tender. Sprinkle garam masala. Mix
well. Tum off the heat and add lime
juice. Mix well. Garnish with {resh
coriander leaves and serve hol.

CHOCOLATE CAKE
For the cake
1% cups maida
1% cup sugar
% cup butler
3 eggs
1% teaspoons baking powder
4 ths cocoa powder
Y2 cup milk
1 teaspoon vanilla essence
For the frosting
Y cup butter
% cup icing sugar
S tbs cocoa

Method

Prepare an 8" cake pan and sel
aside.

Sift flour with baking powder and
cocoa three limes.

Cream butter and sugar. Add
vanilla essence. Add one egg, beat,
adding a little flour and milk. Repeat
this process till all the ingredients are
lolded in.

Pour into the cake pan and bake
in a moderale oven for an hour or till
done. Cool the cake on a wire rack.

Chocolate Frosting:

Sieve icing sugar and cocoa
together. Blend the butter and beat tilf
the mixture is smooth and creamy.

Spread the frosting on the sides and

top of the cake evenly. Decorale. Cut

inlo wedges and serve.

Chandra Padmanabhan

(Quizmaster V.V. Ramanan's
questions are all from the fortnight
of October 16th to 31st.)

1. Which organisation has won this
year's ‘Indira Gandhi Award for
National Integration’?

2. Can you name one of China's
most virile pandas which was
gifted to Japan as part of China’s
‘Panda Diplomacy'?

3. Why were the Sri Lankan vilfages
of Palliyagodella, Pambarana,
Ahamedapura and Agbopura in
the news recently?

4, Which polo outfit won the
world's largest sport's trophy, the
Kolanka Cup, recently in Madras?

5. What was Oclober 30th
celebrated as?

6. Which literary work got Michael
Ondaatje, the Sri Lankan-bom
Canadian writer, a share of this
year's Booker Prize?

7. Which New Orleans attorney, the
propagator of the conspiracy
theory about JFK's assassination,
passed away recently?

8. Why was ‘Striker’ the cynosure
of the football world recently?

9. The Indian company National
Thermal Power Corpsoration has
recently changed its name to ...

10. Which film has bagged the Tamil
Nadu state award in the ‘Best

Film' category?

11. Can you identify the night club
dancer who accused Bill Clinton
of fathering her child?

12. Who is India’s new envoy lo
Moscow?

13. Which famous comedian of Tamil
films died recently?

14. What was S. Bangarappa’s
second anniversary bash al
Bangalore called?

15. Which cricketer recently played
Test crickel after a gap of 23
years?

16. What is the title of the recently
launched BBC  English-teaching
series made specifically for South
Asia?

17. What is ‘Operalion Fox'?

18. After whom has the recently
launched, India’s largest ship been
named?

19. At which-film festival did Apamna
Sen ge! the ‘Best Actress’ award?

20. Can you name the lounder of the
German ‘Greens' party who was
found dead in mysterious cir-
cumstances?

(Answers on Page 8)
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The eighth Students’ Book Fair that

took place in Madras recently had
all the trappings of colour generally
associated with a camival. On the
inaugural day, 5000 children took part
in a procession, dancing to the words
and melody of Namadu nagaram alagu
nagaram, Chennai maa nagaram (Our
Beautiful Madras). The spirit was
inlectious — and many spectators
sangalong with the children.

Children of different schools ware
different costumes and displayed a
variety of choreography for the same
song. Bul the thought was one: Oh,
for a cleaner Madras. The song,
composed by M B Srinivasan, is lilting
and should become part of the reper-
toire of every schoolchild in Madras.

Will every school in the city
introduce it in school, so as to make
the children of the city more conscious
of keeping Madras beautiful?

Guide to dancers

Talking of books, a beautifully bound

one |'ve just seen is a ‘Directory of
Dance’ edited by Anita Ratnam. She
tells me quite a few conservative people
in Madras have asked her why a mere
directory should have such glossy
pages, such sophisticated printing and
such elitist binding. Well! the book may
soon sell out merely for its presentation!

Anita says she got the idea of
producing a directory of Indian dancers
and their teachers when it took her
three days and several phone calls to
trace a very well-known dancer in
India. The result is a book that contains
addresses and phone numbers of
Bharatha Natyam, Kathak, Kathakali,
Kuchipudi, Odissi, Chhau, Manipuri
and Mohini Attam dancers. Also the

A SONG FOR
MADRAS

modern dancers on Lhe classical scene
who are working on creative new
strategies of dance presentation. There
are also listings of numerous accom-
panists who form the support for a
dance performance — percussionists,
wind and string instrumentalists, vocal
and nattuvangam artists, costume
tailors, photographers, ornament-
makers, critics, cultural organisations
and sabhas. All these are listed in

R

K. Bhanumathi (Photo: S. Anwar)
alphabetical order under states and
cities. The listings are by no means
exhaustive and quite a bit of infor-
mation overlaps, but this is nevertheless
an extremely useful handbook for
dancers and others.

Dance in design
The most impressive aspect of the
directory is its simple, elegant
design. Designer Swathi Bakshi explains
that as dance is an aesthetic experience
that leaves you with a unique gratifi-
cation of the senses, she has tried to
capture the very essence of the dance
forms in her design.

For example, the Odissi design uses
stark black white and is a simple but
striking rendition of the thribhangi
characteristic of the style. Manipuri is
a series of golden dots in a circular
spring motior, bringing to mind the soft
mountain breezes that influence the
dance style. Mohiniattam has a white-
gold combination of waves and suggests
the sway of palm leaves. Kathakali has

strong primary colours and a suggestion
of bold Kathakali make-up.

Anita’s book, so presented, could
well be the highlight of the Madras
cultural Season this year.

Bhanumathi honoured
The E Krishna lyer Medal for 1992

will be presented to Kumbakonam
K Bhanumathi, renowned exponent of
Bharata Natyam of yesteryears.

The medal was eslablished by the
Sruti Foundation in 1989 in memory
of the late Krishna lyer, who had
played a key role in reviving Sadir, the
dance which later became known as
Bharatha Natyam, when it was
threatened with virlual extinction in the
late 1920s. lis recipient, whether an
individual or an organisation, is
required to have made a significant
contribution to the preservation and
promotion of the Bharatha Natyam
tradition.

Bhanumathi, who was frained in
Bharatha Natyam by Pandanallur

Anita Ratnam ..
Vadivelu Pillai and in abhmaya by
Mylapore Gowri Amma, will be 70 in
December.

The medal will be presented to her
on December 5th at a function in
Madras. The presentation will be
followed by a seminar on the contri-
bution of the Isai Vellalar community
to the growth of Bharatha Natyam
dance traditions.

Project results
The results of a project 1o study the
music of the late G N Balasub-
ramaniam as a Camatic vocalist and
as a composer will be presented to the
public at the Gnanananda Hall of the
Narada Gana Sabha in Madras on
December 5th and 6th.

The study was initiated last year by
the Sruti Foundation which, in 1990,
had conducted the first study of this
kind, focussing on the music of Lalgudi

an p' fram her dance directory
G Jayaraman as a Camatic violinist and

as a Compaser.
The public presentation in

December  is expecied to offer:

— First Day: the music of GNB
as a vocalist;

— Second day: the elements of
GNB's bani discernible in the music of
two of his leading disciples; the music
of GNB as a composer; a panel
discussion on the contribution of
GNB to Camatic music and the
impact of his bani o Camatic music.

The study and the public
presentation are expected to
demonstrate an  appropriate
methodology for undertaking analytical
studies of the music of great stalwarts
of the past and the present and for
developing material for effective
teaching in col!eges and umvers:ly
departments.  —

When craft’

G Nikams 41" sandalwood
Ganesha is seated within an arch,
reminiscent of the Ganesha at the
Somnath Temple near Mysore. It is a
magnificent piece, it's majesty set off by
delicate intricate carving reminding you
of the superbly carved figures in
Hoysala temples, from where master
carver Nikam says he got much of his
inspiration. This fragrant, smoothly
polished ‘Chandan Ganesha' is the
piece de resistance amongst all the
award-winning exhibits of the

hose who did not attend the

Fraunhofer Strings’ recent
concert at the Museum Theatre
missed two treats: the opport-
unity to hear a harp and a
dulcimer, and the chance to
savour the architectural delights
of a fine old theatre in air-
conditioned comfort.

The sextet, who take their
name from one of Munich's
oldest and most beautiful
taverns, presented Madras with
a whole new dimension of
chamber music. Central to this
sound were the dulcimer, an
ancient Jewish folk instrument
which, as far as I can find out,
has never been heard in Madras,
and the harp. About 17 or 18
years ago, the city received a
harp-flute duo from the U.S., but
that was the last.

This ensemble was a novel
and very pleasing mix of instru-
ments. Violin, a double-bass, a
guitar and a flute made up the
Strings, all of whose members
were amazingly versatile, each
playing more than one instru--
ment. The aim of the group is to

Alpine music has influenced the
music of Viennese composers
like Mozart and Haydn.
Whether or not the group
proved their point is a matter of

make people see their view that

A harp after years,
a dulcimer since when?

opinion. But they certainly
sounded very pleasant in the
process, producing a ‘light and
transparent sound’; quite
different from the general idea
here that Western classical
music, or even semi-classical
music, is heavy and rather
obscure. This very appealing
sound, not to mention their easy,
relaxed yet completely profes-
sional approach to both the
music and the audience won the
Strings many instant admirers,
who clambered on-stage after the
performance to examine and ask
innumerable questions about the
unusual instruments.

The harp is undoubtedly a
very difficult instrument to play.
Richard Kurlander, who found-
ed the group with Heidi Zink
(dulcimer) in 1978, has a special
fondness for Irish arrangements.
His instrument, an 18th century
model, is however, larger than
the Irish harp, but smaller than
the modern concert harp.

The dulcimer is an unusual
looking instrument — a flat,
almost. horizontal, sounding
board in the shape of a trapezium
over which are stretched strings
(three to each note) that are
struck with little wooden
hammers. There is' a damper
arrangement, the use of which

. metallic and sustained when

- ITS ORIGINAL FORM, thank

allows a certain variation in
sound, from soft and muted,
when the dampers are in contact
with the strings, to louder,

they are kept lifted off. The
sound is varied by the player
depending on whether the
instrument is played alone or
with other instruments, and on
the type of music being played.

Many thanks to the Max
Muller Bhavan and the Madras
Guitar Society for providing such
an enjoyable diversion.

A word about the theatre
itself. How nice to be able to sit
cocooned in almost sound-proof,
air-conditioned quiet, shut off
from the roar of the traffic on
Pantheon Road. But wasn't
there some way of installing the
air-conditioning system without
that huge, jacketed ducting
disfiguring those magnificent but
neglected encircling doors and
windows? And they had better
do something quickly about the
splendid plaster frieze above the
stage before it crumbles
altogether, resulting in the loss
of the original design! However,
it must be said that a lot of
trouble has been taken TO
PRESERVE THE THEATRE IN

— SAM

goodness!

Mahatma Gandhi Birthday Centenary
Memorial Awards instituted by the
Victoria Technical Institute to honour
outstanding artists and craftsmen in the
four southern states and Pondicherry.

T K Bharani’s ‘Ramayanam’,
depicting exquisitely carved vignettes on
a rosewood panel, is almost equally
stunning; the delicate filigree-like figures
seem to float and move as they tell the
story of this beloved epic. Bharani's
labour of love took him a full year to
create!

Both 56-yearold Nikam and
23-year-old Bharani share the
Rs. 10,000 awards for ‘the most
oulstanding work’ from amongst 280
entries. On show at the V.T . are the
works of the other 11 award winners
as well, their creativity spanning artistic
expressions as diverse as stone and
wood carving, wood inlay and relief,
kalamkari, water colour, oil painting
and embroidery.

At a simple award-winning cere-
mony held at the VTI premises,
Govemor Bhishma Narain Singh
felicitated the talented winners and
referred to the all-embracing pervasive
roots of India's ancient arts and crafts,
their creation expressing man's
“yearning for something beyond
material comfort”. How did William
Blake put it? “To see the world in a
grain of sand and heaven in a wild
flower.”

Speaking of flowers, | was capti-
vated by A Majeed Khan's rosewood
inlay wall panel ‘Landscape’. Dreamily
romantic, ils field of swaying orange
flowers, in three-dimensional effect,
evoked visions of a serene paradise!
In another genre, Alladi Rohini's
10x3ft. yam rnug, ‘The Marsh
Waders’, which depicts delicately
poised flamingoes against a beige
background, was an arresting piece of
embroidery, almost Japanese in its
delicale, stylised flavour. She told me
that she had chosen flamingoes since
the Japanese regard it as a harbinger
of good fortune.

Chitten Nagarajan's kalamkari
piece, ‘Shri Venkateswara Ka!yanam
a mammoth 6 x 3% melre piece was
a fine piece of art. The smooth and
mellow colours, the figures and stances

reminiscent of Vijayanagar temple

s Art

murals and the harmonious movement
of the story added up to a sensational
whole. In comgparison, A Sambandam’s
rosewood inlay panel ‘Geetha
Upadesam’, though distinctive, seemed
to lack warmth, while R.P. Raju’s
coliage in stone entitled "Melody’ was
only a passingly pretty rural scene.
It was, in a way, the day of the
Ganeshas. D.P. Surendranath’s wood
and metal relief Ganesha was unusual
and avante garde, with a prominent
metal trishul in the foreground and the

by
Pushpa Chari

deity's limbs juxtaposed to form an
arresting combination. Sv Rm Avuday-
appan’s ‘Pillayar’ was again dramati-
cally executed, painted in the reverse
process of glass painting, featuring a
black Ganesha garlanded with rose-
madder roses and a glitter of hanging
lamps around Him. It also came at the
affordable price of Rs. 500/-.

M K Krishnan's 'Vishwarupam’
captured the mellow yet flamboyant
essence of Tanjore art. Superbly aafied,
you could visualise its lyrical loveliness
enhanced by the gentle glow of
Kuthvillakkus — a magnificent Tanjore
painting. For the more down-to earth
was the charming terracotta ‘Ayanaar
riding an omamental elephant’,
decorated with 500 omaments, his legs
chained by an incredible terracotta
chain! M Venkatesan's glazed pottery,
‘Flower Vase', though less compelling
was an edectic mixture of Grecian
shape, 'yali’ handles and ‘hamsas’
decorating the vase. -

I missed V Ganesh’s oil painting,
which brings me to the rather -
haphazard way in which the exhibits-
were displayed: Some - were. hung
above eye level, others tucked away
in obscure comers, so that you had to
literally hunt’ for the exhibits: Works-
of such excellence need more ‘space,
both for thermdws and_for the

" discerning viewer.. Also, . why wasn't
themasmg%ebmnn

for which -
the South Bpmtlyfamousvmddwxde? o
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A bow-wow with
a judge

¢ ‘ABull Terrier!” people shriek in
horror when they ask Don
Mascarenhas what breed of dog he has.
No matter that they've been playing
with the dog for the last five minutes,
and were prompted fo ask its breed
only because of its very individualistic
appearance. Don then goes into a long
story about the origins of the breed, its
great appeal and strength, and how it
should be handled.
As a matter of fact, Mascarenhas
can do that for just about any breed,
whether in the official list or not of the

Kennel Club, London, the intemnational

authority on pure bred. dogs. His

position as an international canine
judge, backed by, quite literally, a
lifetime association with -animals,
particularly dogs, more than qualifies
him to dispense the information, as well
as tips on dog care, to anyone who
expresses the merest interest.

Having qualified as an All Breeds
Judge of the Kennel Club of India,
which is affiliated to the Kennel Club,
London, Don embarked vigorously
upon an extensive judging schedule. As

at G

No Tamil Nadu Government

department is perhaps more
media-shy than the Department
of Racing. For reasons un-
known, the DOR has done away
with the annual pre-seasorf Press
briefing, which had for decades
helped turf writers tell their
readers all that the new season
had in store for the betting
public. The media have for long
tried to have this blackout
lifted — but- have had .no
success.

Until the T.N. Government
took over the ancient Madras
Race Club and its subsidiary, the
Ootacamund R.C., nearly two
decades ago, no season was ever
launched at either centre with-
out the Turf Club’s top official —
men like the late D R Dogra and
the late R C Chaube — calling in
the Pressmen and giving them
valuable information on the
betting tax, riding engagements,
dope testing pattern, measures to
eliminate private bookmaking
and what not. The Government
maintained the practice on its
debut in the world of the race-
borse, but for only a couple of
seasons.

The abolition of the Press
briefing has put punters at a
disadvantage. They are kept in
the dark about the DOR’s latest
decisions on, for instance,
betting tax, club’s commission,
and unit of Tote betting. It was
no wonder that at the start of the
current season, on October 3 1st,
punters were shocked as never
before by the loudspeaker
announcement that the betting
tax had been raised from
25 per cent to 30.25 per cent.
Tiny, hand-written posters in-
dicating the hike had been stuck
on the pillars in the main ring.
But these were haroly noticed
by the eager first-day punters,
and it was the loudspeaker
announcement that stunned
them.

The first State Government
to take over a race club, the
Tamil Nadu Government has
now gained the dubious dis-
tinction of levying the country's
highest betting tax. Understand-
ably, the announcement of the
hike was greeted both in the ring
and the members’' enclosure
with jeers and shouts of ‘'day-
light robbery’’. There was clear

Tax shock

e d
indication that Guindy punters
would invest more on off-course
betting on the Bangalore,
Bombay, Hyderabad and
Calcutta races than on the DOR's
show. Suggestions were heard of
bringing public reaction to the
unprecedented hike to the
DOR's notice. But Guindy is
Guindy. As so often in the past,
the 'mercury will return to
normal in a matter of days, and
the show will go on.

The show has, incidentally,
begun and progressed on

expected lines. Champmn tramer
Robert Foley, solely in charge of
the high-power establishment of
the country’s leading and world
record-breaking owner, M A M
Ramaswamy, began with a hat-
trick in a five-win tally in a six-
event card, and has maintained
the pace since. Considering the
bloodline of the large number of
two-year-olds under his care, all
bred at the Chettinad stud farm,
it will indeed be a surprise if
Foley does not improve on the
world record, of a century in a
single season, he set at Guindy
last season.

With off-course betting on
the Pune races also on, an un-
usually big crowd turned out for
the first Madras meeting. The
members’ enclosure in particular
was packed. But it was the same
story as in the recent past. It was
not packed with members.
According to official notifi-
cations, the members’ enclosure
is strictly restricted to members,
nay, only to those wearing the
concerned badges. Sentries are
posted at both entry 3ates to see
that no non-member enters. But
nearly everyone has a free ride,
as it were. Hardly anyone wears
a badge. Indeed, the members’
enclosure has, of late, become a
market enclosure. It is no
wonder that several old
members have, for obvious
reasons, virtually quit the scene,
which they visit only on the big
days, like Derby Day. Guindy is
no longer the Guindy of
yesteryears.

a breeder and exhibitor, he did not
wish to be a judge; and since he
became a judge, he has neither bred
nor shown dogs. One way of avoiding
the inevitable politicking that dogs the
dog game!

Don has been invited to judge at
almost every show of repute in India,
and his name is a household word in
doggy circles. Nothing extraordinary
about that, some may say, until they

learn that Don is equally well known,
if not better known, in Australia,
Singapore and Thailand as an impartial
and almost aggressively independent
judge.

He judged his first Australian show
in Sydney in 1987. That first contract
was for seven shows, spread over
several weeks, in different cities. Since
then he has judged at fourteen shows
in Australia, including such prestigious
ones as the Melbourne Royal Kennel
Club Championship Show (over 4,000
entries) and the Thelma Gray Memorial
Show at Adelaide. The latter features
a prize donated by the Queen Mother
of England for the best Corgl on show.
Corgis are the “official"/traditional
breed of the British Royal family.

Don was one of only two Indians
asked to judge at the Melbourne Royal

Kennel Club Championship Show. In |

1994, two Indians will be among the
six judges at a show in Canbera,
Australia's showpiece. One will be Don
Mascarenhas, the other the highly
regarded judge and breeder, Nawab
Nazeer Yar Jung of Hyderabad. So
prestigious is this three-day show that
the judges are forbidden by the terms
of their contract to judge anywhere in
Australia for a year before the con-
tracted show.

When did his inferest in dogs
begin? *‘Haven't thought about that,
actually,” Don laughs. Then recalls, “lt
was just there, | suppose. | grew up in
a big family that included aunts, uncles
and cousins, all of whom liked animals.

Consequently, the garden was home |
to dogs, chickens, ducks, geese, |,

turkeys, pigeons, a couple of snakes,

and even pigs! Of course, it was rather | Y

a large compound!”

The vagaries of life, however, took
him to far off places, before he could
sefile down to family life and dogs.
After a stint in the Royal Indian Navy
during World War II, when he saw
action in North Africa and the
Mediterranean, Don got down to
manufacturing printing ink in Madras.

ANSWERS
TO QUIZ

1. Paramdham Ashram, Wardha;.

2. Ling Ling; 3.The LTTE massacred alxf
150 people in these villages; 4. 61st

_ Cavalry; 5.'World Thrift Day'; 6. The

English Patient; 7. Jim Garrison; 8. It's the
canine mascot for the 1994 FIFA World
Cup; 9. Power Grid Corporation of India
Limited; 10. Chinna Thambi; 11. Gennifer
Flowers; 12. Ronen Sen; 13. ‘Kulaideivam'
Rajagopal; 14. ‘Sadhane Samavesha';
15. John Traicos (Zimbabwe); 16. Tiger's
Eye; 17.An army operation launched
together with the BSF, CRPF and | & K
Police to nab pro-plebiscite Kashmiri
insurguents; 18, Jawaharlal Nehry; 19. 11th
Tashkent Film Festival; 20. Petra Kelly.

o by A Special Correspondent

Judge” Don Mascenhas

Wishing to give his four sons as much
as possible of the kind of childhood he
had enjoyed so much, jt was inevitable
that they would grow up with chickens,
ducks, geese, turkeys and budgerigars...
and dogs. But no snakes or pigs.

In the early 1960's, Don began
breeding and showing Dachshunds and
very soon produced perhaps the
country's finest. Years later he was to
do the same with Bull Terriers, starting
with a brindle and white bich he'd
1mp0rted from the U.K. Both breeds
remain the family's favourites, although
they have had a Labrador Retriever,
a smooth-haired Fox Terrier, an English
Springer spaniel, a German Shepherd
and a Boxer.

What does he think of India’s
standards? “Qulte good in most
popular breeds,”" he says. “But when
a breed is popular, and often it is one

that is most unsuitable for the Indian
climate, at least in the plains, you get
both a very high standard and a lot of
rubbish. In German Shepherd dogs

(erroneously called Alsatians) for
example, or Pomeranians.”

In India, the standards tollowed are
those laid down by the Kennel Club,
London, which recognises 155 breeds,
divided into six groups, of which the
fargest is the Working Dog Group.

“We have so many pure breeds
today,” Don explains, “‘because people
in different paris of the world bred
animals to suit a particular purpose.
Dogs had to eam their keep, and with
judicious breeding certain breeds
developed and became noted for
cerfain qualities: coursing, retrieving,
shepherding, guarding and life saving.
For instance, the Dachshund (literally
'badger dog’ in German) was bred low
and strong to go info a badgers sett,
kill the badger, which is a vicious
fighter, and drag it out. Badgers were
pests on Europe’s farms, you see, killing
chickens and stealing eggs. Not all
breeds were ‘functional’, though; some,
like the Papillon and Pomeranian, were
purely omamental, if | may use such
a word."”

And how about Indian breeds?

“Of course. We have four very fine
breeds in India — the Rampur Hound,

‘the Rajapalayam Hound, the Kombai

and the Chippeparai. They do crop up
at shows | judge. Unfortunately, too
much in-breeding or too much inter-
breeding results in much deviation from
the standards laid down by the Kennel
Club of India. If we want to attract
more international allention to these
breeds, we must have careful, rigidly
controlled breeding programmes, such
as the Thais have used for the Thai
Hound, a very elegant dog. The result
is that the international dog community
is looking very closely at that dog.”

(To be concluded
next fortnight)

How do you want to be remembered for the next 365 days" H

. Presenting

DIARIES

Hallmank.

Gifting a diary as a new year compliment?
Take care to gift one that is of premium

quality, for it will be a reminder of your

taste, every day of

the year!

When you gift a Classique Diary, you can
never go wrong. Every Classique Diary is
crafted with care. Leather bound covers,
fine paper, exquisite printing... And a
choice of colours. Classique Diaries are
made by an award winning printer who

caters 1o the needs of discerning clients.
So go ahead, pick your gifts from the

Anugrah 871/92

range aval lable and you will be
remembered every day of the year.

Gift the Classique image forever.
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HALLMARK PRINTERS (P) LTD.

27, Westcott Road, Madras 600 014. Tel: 831099

Admn. Office: 69/6‘3 Greams Road, Madras 600 006. Tel: 478153/471332/47 (9455
Classique Diaries — Ambassadors of your company’s image. From Hallmark. 'é
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Published by ANU VARGHESE for Lokavani-Hall Mark Press Pvt. Lid.,
62163 Greames Road, Madras 600 006 and printed by T ] GEORGE at
Lokavani-Hall Mark Press Pvi. Lid., 62/63 Greames Road, Madras-600 006.

Ediled by S MUTHIAH.
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