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Sulabh and the Corporation

team up on a plan for...

ore toilets

for the City

(by Venkatachari Jagannathan)
In no city in India are the roads more

used as open-air lavatories than
Madras. But is there at last a ray of
hope for a cleaner Madras? That might
just be the case if the plans of the
Corporalion and Sulabh International,
a NGO, work oul as projecled.

The city has about 980 public
conveniences (PCs) for a population of
about 4 millions. However, the actual
requirement is around. 1500. An
attempt at bridging the gap has just
begun, but the experience of the past
- is nol encouraging.

Of the 950 PCs, about 30 per cent
are not working, according to Corpo-
ration officials and the result is whal
we see all over the city. Of the remain-
ing 20 per cent, the less said the better.

Asked about the city's PCs, Corpo-
ration officials say water scarcity is the
main reason why the PCs are not being
used. The personnel who man them
also have to look after other duties, like
~ cleaning the roads elc, and have litile
time for maintenance of the PCs. Even
the 100 toilets auctioned lo private
contraclors by the Carporation suffer
this sad state of alfairs.

But now there is a ray of hope to
be seen in the teaming up of the
Corporation and Sulablt Intenational
(see box) to renovate/construct PCs in
Madras. Already Madras has 33 new
‘pay-and-use toilets with bath facilities,
built by Sulabh Intemnational in the last
one year at a cost of Rs. 132 lakhs.
- The land was provided by the Corpo-
ration and thie cost of construction too

will be reimbursed to Sulabh. The.

NGO will be responsible for maintain-

ing the toilets for 35 years. The
revenues collected from the toilets will
o to meeting Sulabh’s maintenance
expenses and other overheads. No

The cost
of
relief

here is no dearth of armchair

critics of the charges being
levied in the pay-and-use toilets.
However, the opinions of the
users — predominantly slum
dwellers — seem favourable.

““We don’t mind paying a
small amount if there is suffi-
cient light, cleanliness and
water,"’ said a woman in a slum.
Her neighbours expressed
similar views. One positive
development of these new toilets
is that the women bring their
children with them so that they
do not cultivate the habit of
using the roads.

‘“Making people pay creates
a community-consiousness
amongst them,’’ maintains
Surendra Jha. )

The charges at present are:
Urinals 25 ps, Toilets 50 ps,
and Baths-Rs. 2/- (which alone
seems on the high side).

T~V

royalty will be-paid by Sulabh to the
Corporation during the 35-year period.
Ten more such complexes are

“under construction under the Melro-

mg o the area in whsch lodet is. Any

T -

water World Bank Project, of which
one will be in the Broadway Bus
Station and one near the Madras Dental
College. There is also a proposal for
the Madras Corporation to hand over
most of the free PCs to Sulabh on
contract basis and Sulabh plans to
convert them to pay-and-use types in
a phased manner.

Typical of the problems ahead of
Sulabh, however, are those faced hy
two of the 33 they've built. The one
at Indira Nagar and another near the
Park Sheraton are not functioning,
“owing to delay in getting the sewage
line connection”, says Surendra Jha,
Vice Chairman, Sulabh Intemational,
Madras.

Sulabh toilets can be identified by
the reddish pink Bangalore cut stones

(more or less like mosaic tiles of uneven

shape) plastered on the outer walls.
Every complex has mosaic flooring,
clinically white-tiled bathrooms and
latrines. Water is not scarce in these
toilets because of the installation of jet
pumps.

The average cost of maintaining a
complex is 4000 Rs./m. Electricity
charges, the bulk of these expenses, are
bome by the Corporation. The salaries
of two cash collectors (700 Rs./m each)
and two sweepers (500 Rs./m each),
who are employed to man the com-
plexes round the clock, are met by
Sulabh. In addition, monthly supplies
of phenyl, acid, soap oil, brushes,
brooms etc. are made by Sulabh.

The cash collectors at each complex
have to daily remit a minimum amount
fixed by Sulabh, a sum varying accord-

The :menor o a Suiabh tilet (left) and on right, a mo!hcr ‘md son pay bclurc 1( aving one of !hmz p.n dnduse la:iefs

(All pholos: V'S RAGHAVAN)

A Sulabh iozler in Madras wzlh in shrme a fmn! o{ it (nghf) Is ‘caretakers’ are
standing on the steps. Nole the characteristic facading.

The Su abh way

Pay-and-use toilets — everyone scoffed at the idea when Padma
Bhushan Dr Bindeshwar Pathak propounded it. However; he was
determined to put his idea into practice and there began the success story
of Sulabh International in Patna in 1974,
A voluntary organisation, that is a registered society, Sulabh has been
providing low cost sanitation systems in rural and urban areas ever since.
Sulabh’s main aim was to relieve humans from the demeaning work: L

of carrying nightsoil on their heads. As a result of its missionary zeal,
about 30,000 scavengers have been freed from this practice and their
children trained in leather craft. Now Sulabh runs vocational training
centres in Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan, Habarashtra and Delhi
to enable scavengers to spend their spare time more profitably. Today,
Sulabh employs about 25,000 persons throughout India.

Sulabh also provides basic facilities to rural masses through a special
cadre called ‘agents of change'. These agents undergo training in con--
struction, masonry, bio-gas units, repairs of band pumps and
maintenance of toilets. Then they go out to the villages and train the
villagers. This scheme will provide employmentto 2 2 lakh people — and -
Dr Pathak is banking on NRI support for tkis. 7

Harnessing energy through non-conventional sources is another
Sulabh achievement. In Gaya, Patna, and Ranchi, electricity is being
generated from human waste from public toilets. In Patna, 90 poles
have been electrified as a result. In Lucknow, 33 street lights burn
because of bio-gas. And about 60 biogas units in Bihar and UP and one
each in Delhi and Haryana are being run on human waste.

In Madras, the initial reaction from the Corporation to Sulabh’s
proposals was one of indifference. But after 2 trial with two public toilets,
later increased to four, the Corporation agned to let Sulabh renovatel
construct public toilets with bath facilities in the city.

The World Bank and UNDP have recommended the Sulabh model

to many developing countries, like Indonesia, Pakistay: etc.

= VJ. |

shortfall in the remittance is adjusted
against their monthly salaries. The

Madras, says Jha, but in North Madras

“antisocial elements use them for

practice is resented by the cash nefarious activities”. Corporation
collectors, but, on the other hand, some  officials say they are unable to tackle
of them admit to pocketing excess  this menace.
collections to offset deductions and to The majority of the new PCs are
meet the cost of tooth powder, combs  built near shums. Neverthéless, the slum
and mirrors which are not provided by  dwellers complain about the distances
Sulabh, but which help 1o retain the  they have to walk to reach the toilets.
patronage of the early moming users.  But given the constraints of space —
Collections are higher on Fridays and  where every square fool'is used for a
Sundays, due to the larger number of  hut — and providing electricity and.
bathers from the slums. Women, say  sewage connection, building the toilets
the collectors, use the PCs more than  in the slums themselves is not feasible.
the men. An answer could be mobile toilets.
Asked about the economic viability ~ This was considered by the Corporation
of these complexes, Jha says, “It is  some time back and two toilets were
based on feasibility studies, conducted  bought. But they never became ope-
by our consultancy wing over 3-4  rational. “As in Delhi, Sulabh is ready
months, that these complexes aré built.  to operale mobile toilets in Madras too,
However, some, like the one near  provided a fleet of at least ten vehidles

Cenotaph Road, do not . generate

enough revente. But, on the whole,

is - penmtted fo ensure - economic

viability,” say. Jha! Mobile foilets are

we are not fosing.” , d:eapaemtonmﬂamandwﬂlmt—'
Response from the public for these
pay-and-use toilets is good in South * (Continued on P5)
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greater destruction. of books
than when a'sudden blaze de-’
stroyed tens of thousands of
them and brought the 16th

Seldom has therei.:heen a

MATRAS

-MUSINGS'

BOOKS |

‘Want to be a Medical Representative and .

earn money and position? Ask for
CAREER by Nadkarni, from Affiliated
East-West Press, 62 A, Ormes HRoad,
Madras 600 010.

CONSULTANCY

Energy is getting expensive and scarce.
Would you not like to cut your ener&y' costs

and train your workforce? Pleasa (ontact:

S. Subramanian, Anco-Arjdy Systems Pwt. Lid.

24 College Road, Madras 600 006

Phone: 479641/479755/839150.

Legal consultant available for consultations
on property development, PF, ESI, SSI
Units registration etc. Contact: V SUNDARAM,
Ph: 417012.

.EDUCATION

Anemion IGNOU Management Program &
AIMA Students. Do you need personalised
guidancdassistanoa in project work? Contact

rof. Lakshman Rao, 33, Krishnapuri, Madras
600 028. Phone: 837179.

ENTERTAINMENT

or sheer entertainment watch JANANI
VIDEO Tamit Cinema monthly cassette from .
your library or Subscribe Rs. 1890/- only for

year.
JANANI VIDEO
P.B. No: 721, Madras 600 006.

Poornam Viswanathan's MURAN
PADUGAL. Sujatha's short stories in two
cassettes — Rs. 385/- only. Send Demand
draft to:

JANANI VIDEO

P8. No: 721, Madras 600 006.

FOR SALE

BUNGALOW on Two Grounds Centrally
located at Kathipara Junction, St. Thomas
Mount, Built up area 2300 Sq.ft. inclusive of
Gars%e. Suitable for COMPANY GUEST
HOUSE/OFFICE/RESIDENCE. CONTACT
Tele: 2344502.

For sale — long bar with 3 stools Rs. 5000/-;
3 large teakwood cabinets Rs. 1500/- sach
and 2 small teakwood cabinets Rs. 1000/
each. Tel: 476613

ATIONAL — Computermatic Dishwasher

— 850W {Unused) I! interested -

dia! 452180.

ale — large collection whole-world stamps.
Balaram, MRC Nagar, Madras-286.
Phone: 838257, 838613,

Floors — 2400 Sq.ft. — Office Building —

Avadi (58-A, MTH Road) — adjacent to
Check Post & Girts High School, Poonamalies,
Tiruvalloor, Madras Junction — Contact:
Er L. Munivelu, Res: 6212346, Off: 6260554,
65263926,

TREND MOULDED FURNITURE. All
varieties available at the best prices.
JAl ENTERPRISES, 811 Mount Road,
Madras-2. Ph. no. 832331/831054.

SERVICES

For the Finest Wood/Steel Fumiture for
Residences ang Offices. Cots, Wardrobes,
Kitchen cabinets, Dining table and Sofa sets
for your house.

Partitions, False ceiling, Wall panellings
and complete furnishing of your Office/Insti-
tution. Specialist in painting of houses,
highrise buildings, hospitals, schools and
factories. 'JAY PAR, 106 Sir PS. Sivasamy
Salai, Mylapore, Madras 600 004. Ph. 76502.

16Models and Custom Built, Computer
Furniture available at the best prices.
JAl ENTERPRISES, 811 Mount Road,
Madras-2. Ph. no. 832331/831054.

Vi'ay Malhotra & Assaciates Interior
lanning for @ Office ® Showrooms etc.
® Execution, supervision undertaken,
Ph: 865745,

TRANSLATION

Authentic. accurate TRANSLATION/INTER-
PRETATION services fromfo the foll.
languages: Cantlonese, German, French,
Russian, Spanish, halian, Japanese, Chiness,
Arabic, Mandarin, Swedish, Portuguese, Latin,
Korean, Austrian, Polish, Regional-Indian,
Professional service, reasonable charges.
Contact: Veeraraghava Mukkala, Shop 48, Ist
Floor, 20 Kasi Chetty St., Madras 500 079,

Independent Bungalow. Three bedroom
modern architect-designed, car park,
garden eic. In quiet locality. Suitable upper
middie class. On Kalakshetra — Lattice
Bridge Road. Genuine purchasers appiy.
Box No. 102, MADRAS MUSINGS
62/63, Greames Road, Madras 600 00S.

Madras Book Fair to an abrupt -

end. If there was any silver

lining to that blaze, it was.the-

fact that it started at midnight
and not earlier in the evening
when crowds packed the venue.

. The loss has been put at
anywhere between Rs. 2 crores

‘and Rs. 5 crores, but what is -

tragic is the blow to several small
book-sellers. In the case of many
of them, they not only lost their

-~ ENTIRE stock but also ALL their-

furniture. In such circumstances,
to start from scratch again,
would be beyond most of them,

" unless help is forthcoming from

several quarters, not the least
from the major publishing
houses in the country.

There is still no answer to
what caused the fire and what
the security forces on duty were
doing when it started in onme
corner of the Fair. It is reported
that the fire service took some
time to respond, because it was
busy with another blaze as bad
nearby, which had started a little
while earlier. If the fire service
of a city as large as Madras
cannot handle two moderate
fires at the same time, The Man
From Madras Musings can only
think that we haven't much of
a fire service and that it is time
both its equipment and perfor-
mance were reviewed.

Other questions that have
cropped up over the Book Fair
concern insurance coverage and
the lack of a fire service tender
on hand during the duration of
the Fair. In the first few years of
the Fair, the organisers did
arrange for ‘a fire tender at the

.venue, but, as the years went by,

both complacency as well as the
proximity of the Marshall’s Road
fire station to the Quaid-E-
Milleth College venue.led to
dispensing with this precaution.
The fact that the cost of a fire-
engine-on-the-premises  is
Rs. 10,000 could have also
played a part in that decision,
considering how little the
Madras Booksellers' and
Publishers’ Association makes
out of the Fair. The organisers
not taking comprehensive in-
surance can also be explained on
the grounds of fighting shy of
additional expense in the course
of a shoestring operation as well
as that complacent thought
“Whoever thought fire would
destroy the Fair after all these
TOTALLY incident-free years''.

Sadly, almost all the stall-
holders too hadn’t taken out
insurance against fire; whatever
insurance most of them had,
covered stocks only if they were
on specifically cited premises.

" Higinbotham's, Oxford Univer-
" sity Press and the British

Council, MMM hears, were three
of the lucky ones who were
covered by insurance. And,
[ironically, Higginbotham's was
one of those least affected by the
blaze. But the fact that these ‘big’
uns’ DID take out insurance does
indicate a professionalism
lacking in smaller bookselling
and publishing organisations in

- the city.

What Madam Jayalalitha is
going to offer on compasionate
grounds, out' of the Chief
Minister's fund, to all those
who've lost heavily in the blaze

is anyone's guess at the time of

writing. But one thought that
arises out of the ashes is that the
Corporation, BEFORE licensing
any large fair or carnival, must
make it mandatory for the

organisers to have a fire tender
at the venue and to take out

' ' comprehensive insurance.

TAILPIECE: Many of those

" who lost in the blaze have also

lost some little bit in the book
purchase scam this journal
referred to a few weeks ago. The
Man From Madras Musings
understands that the publisher
who took the megaorder from
Mr X is now thinking of court
action. But will the truth-out,
even then?

Books are not for burning,
nor are they for dumping. But
fate does play up at times and
rewrites the best of intentions of
mice and men, it would seem.

Scholarly games

lose on the heels of the news
about the games being played
in the hallowed halls of the
University of Madras, another

| SHORT

N’
SNAPPY |

comes news of more games in a
Tamil Nadu university — this
time from Madurai Kamaraj
University.

In the first case, a woman
research scholar submitted her
thesis for a doctorate to the
University's Malayalam Depart-
ment. The thesis, on Thakazhi

Sivasankara Pillai, was senttoa

retired professor of Madras
University for evaluation. After
“examining the thesis' and
*conducting a viva voce’ he
certified it as ‘‘an excellent piece
of work''. But then someane
cried 'Foul'; the professor in
Madras was a Professor of San-
skrit and knew no Malayalam, it
was alleged. To the credit of
MKU, when it found substance
to the allegation, it withheld the
degree.

In the second case, the
University once again took
punitive action. In this instance,
a Professor of Theatre Arts
submitted an article to a journal
published by Aligarh University.
It wasn't long before Ontario
University, Canada, complained
that the article was ‘‘a virtual
copy”’ of one written and
published many moons earlier
bv. one of its professors. This
time MKU demoted the professor
in question to Lecturer and
decreed that he should not be
appointed as guide to any
research scholar.

The Man From Madras
Musings Is delighted with the
way the younger MKU has be-
haved in these cases, offering the
doddering old parent university
a shining example of principlzd
behaviour. But a matter of con-
siderable concern is the variety
of games scholars and professors
are playing these days. There
appears to be a lust for degrees
and honours — and it does not
seem to matter from where they
are got, at what price.

In burning Bombay

A s Bombay burned, the rich
‘ d famous partied on the

- rolling greens of Raj Bhavan in ‘
. Malabar Hill. Wearing their
‘party best for a balmy, breezy .

evening; they gathered in their
numbers — to listen to the

are not for burning

- Collins-Rupa’s Indus iml;rint has
served by liveried bearers, to get, .

bands, to enjoy the goodies

away from it all AND to greet

- 'Bombay's new governor, Dr P C

Alexander.

'l'he’ytookitinhxmtokllthe |

Governor that ‘‘the administ-
ration had totally collapsed,

~ there-is no government hére’’.

And, no doubt, remembering
that Dr P C Alexander had

" governed Tamil Nadu ‘during a

spell of President’s Rule and was
part of Indira Gandhi's Emer-
gency coterie, they kept asking
each other, ‘‘Why doesn't the
Centre impose a State of
Emergency?"

But at least one person put
both partying and governing in
better perspective. And that was
former Maharashtra Chief
Secretary ] B D'Souza who sent
back his invitation with a note
that read, ‘‘For God’s sake, this
is no time for ceremonies. Get on
with the job of governing''.

That job would entail finding
a rejoinder to Shiv Sena bosses
who've, from public platforms,
made statements like, ‘‘The
disturhances will stop when we
ask our boys to stop retaliating.
We can bring peace to the city
any time we want''.

At the swearing-in ceremony
that preceded the party, while
Bombay burned for the seventh
consecutive day, adman and
stage figure Alyque Padamsee
was heard asking, ‘‘When can
we hope for the government to
act, when can we hope for it to
wake up?’’ If there were
answers to that there would be
a fitting reply too to the
arrogance of the Shiv Sena.

In brief

* With a name like Sun TV it
can only have something to do
with the rising sun. And The
Man From Madras Musings hears
that is indeed so. Sun TV, he is
told, is being run by the foreign-
returned scions of the Karuna-
nidhi and Murasoli Maran
families — but, of course, that
probably means by the wily
former Chief Minister himself.
Sun TV, now on a major recruit-
ing drive, plans to use the Asian
Television Network and a
Russian satellite to reach Tamil
homes not only in the state but
also in Malaysia, Singapore, Shri
Lanka and wherever else Tamils
have settled. That's reach the
former Chief Minister will surely
welcome in the bid to get his
gospel across.

x And ‘now, the Champion!
After a bruising bout, Harper-

- memories of former President

emerged the winner, The Man’
From Madras Musings under-
stands, winning the rights to
publish the Presidential

R Venkataraman and his
memories of the five Ministries
he inducted. At least two other
major publishers were in the
battle, but Indus appears to hive
emerged with a book which, it
hopes; will TELL ALL. But with -
talk of a National Government
gaining ground and the former
President being talked of as
possible leader of such a
Government, will the book come
out before any further cares of
office prevent it seeing the light
of day? Undoubtedly even the
genial Venkataraman wouldn't
mind the book being put on hold
in the interests of peace in the
nation.

* The Tiruppur success story,
mentioned in the columns of this
journal a few weeks ago, now
has the Tamil Nadu Government
paying greater attention to it. A
joint venture infrastructure
project entailing an investment
of Rs. 250 crores has been
proposed to improve water
supplies (so badly needed by the
Tiruppur processing houses),
sewage systems and telecom-
munication facilities. And once
these projects get underway, it
won't be long before the hotel
industry — especially the
Comfort and Quality and Day
Inns — begin moving in. But,
meanwhile, why hasn't the
Tamil Nadu Tourism Deve-
lopment Corporation thought of
establishing one of its Hotel
Tamil Nadus here? it would
certainly do better than many
elsewhere.

+ The motel culture, slowly,
developing in Tamil Nadu, will
get a major boost this year when
Iggi Resorts start work on 15
motels to be completed by May
next year. This Rs. 2 crore joint
venture promoted by an NRI will-
see the company put up motels
every 100 km on the national
highways, using government
land. These will have rooms,
toilets, dining and shopping
facilities, petrol bunkering and
repair services, all under one
roof. Promised are US-class
motels. It is only to be hoped that
they do not degenerate into what
many US motels are or to wind
up offering the standards of
service and cleanliness found in
the few ‘motels’ now doing
business on these highways,
including the TTDC's.

— MMM
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Pice & paise in
word & picture

Befom you close the comespondence

on pice and paise, one last word.
Before 1957, our coinage was in terms
of Rupees, Annas and Pies — 1/16 part
of a rupee was an Anna, and 1/192
part of a rupee a Pie. The Pie was
called Dhambidi or Salli in this part of
the country. The then (Free India's)
% anna (equivalent to 3 Pies or 1/64
of a rupee) was called “One PICE” in
English and Ek Paisa in Hindi. The
accompanying photograph shows a
copper one-PICE coin (1954 Mint)
which bears both these terms, in
support of my statement,

The old coinage system. was
changed to the Decimal System by the
Indian Coinage (Amendment) Act
1955, but the Act actually came into
effect from 1 April 1957 omly.
When the ‘Naya Paisa’ coin (1/100
of a rupee) was introduced, it had the
Ashoka Chakra with three lions,
surrounded by the words Bharat
(Hindi) and India (English) on one side.
The other side had the numeral 1
(One) surounded by the words
rupeeyay ka sowrang bagh (Hindi) and
at the bottom of the numeral, Naya
Paisa in Hindi. Apparently the term
‘Naya Paisa’ was to distinguish it from
the coins (equivalent to three Pies)
which had the inscription *‘One Pice”

in English and Fk Paisa in Hindi and -

NOT from the ‘Pie’ (1/192 of the

Nursing depression -

In the issue of January 1-15 (Short ‘N’
Snappy), it was depressing to find The
Man From Madras Musings pulting nurses
in the same professional calegory as news-
paper vendors and servants. | hope that his
ideas change if he is unfortunate enough to .
land up in hospital. ‘
_ 1S Gill
31 South Bank Road
-Madras 600 028

Stadium and park

Re.‘yo'ur MM Jan. 1-15, 1993,
1. Your ‘Stadium Thoughts’ was worth

- reading. | am sure for the money spent, the

Both the old and new coins were
in circulation for quite some time;
causing a certain amount of confusion
(as is always the case with any new
meastire) in conversions. As people got
slowly accustomed to the Decimal

System, the old coins were gradually -

‘Naya' was also dropped (some time
between 1961 and 1964) with new
coins of different denominations
appearing with the words Paisa’ or
‘Paise’ (plural of ‘Paisa’ in Hindi) only.
There was no term as ‘‘New
Paise’ in Eaglish at any time on
any of the coins, but only ‘Naya Paisa’,
and later ‘Paisa’ and 'Paise’.

The first one Naya Paisa coin was
in copper and was replaced soon by
aluminium ones (with the inscription
‘Paisa’ in Hindi and English) as
unscrupulous people started comering
the copper ones for melting!

The photograph shows three more
coins — a ‘Naya Paisa’ coin (copper
— 1961), a ‘Paisa’ coin (aluminium
— 1967) and a ‘three paise’ coin
(aluminium — 1964).

K Ramamurthy
SA/2, Selfin Apartments
Dr Rajamannar Salai
Madras 600 078.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Thank you,
Mr Ramamurthy, for the coins which
we reproduce with your. letter.

T B e

organisers will surely 1ake your NOTE into
consideration. May | add one more thought
to it. We are proud of the ‘Construction
wonder’ ... But has anyone given thought
for its round the clock maintenance after the

football match? If not... we will be at the
‘receiving end after all L&T's labours.

- 2. | am extremely grateful to you for
your article ‘The First Family". It enabled
me to know more of my Madras in which
| have been living for more than 35 years.
| can never forget Madras Musings whenever
| aoss Taylor's Road, which [ do four times
a day, especially the Park.

Suraj, V.
11 Y.R. Road, Tondiarpet

Madras 600 08t

Thoughts
for the
New Year

Beatrix D’ Souza, MLA, and

former Professor of English,

Presidency College, writes to
Madras Musings:

“Thank you for months of
delightful reading. I am sending you
something I just saw on a brass
plague in a public building — the
foyer of a hotel actually. It is
supposed to be medieval in origin,
but I have not been able to trace
the source.

I thought I could share the
ideas, advice efc with your readers.
The New Year seems a good time
to do so.”

And the Thoughts for the
New Year she sends are:-

Take kindly the counsel of the
years, gracefully surrendering the things
of Youth. Nuriure strength of spirit to
shield you in sudden misfortune, but
do not distress yourself with imagnings.
Many fears are bom of fatigue and
loneliness. Beyond a wholesome dis-
cipline, be gentle with yourself.

* * * *

You are a child-of the Universe no
less than the bees and the stars. You-
have a right to be here. And whether
or not it is clear to you, no doubt the
Universe is unfolding as it should.

* * * %

Therefore be at peace with God.
Whatever your labour and aspirations
in the noisy confusion of life, keep
peace with your soul.

* * x *

Go placidly amid the noise and
haste and remember what peace there
may be in silence. As far as possible,
without surrender, be on good terms
with all persons. Speak your truth
quietly and dlearly; and listen to others.
Even the dull and ignorant — they too
have their story.

* Kk K X

If you compare yourself with others
you may become vain and bitter; for
always there will be greater or lesser
persons than yourself. Enjoy your
achievements as well as yours plans.
Keep interested in your career however
humble; it is a real possession in the
changing fortunes of time.

Exercise caution in your business
affairs, for the world is full of trickery.
But let this not blind you to what virtue
there is.

* X K K

Be yourself, Especially do not feign
affection. Neither be cynical about love;
for in the face of all the aridity and
disenchantment, it is perennial as the
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right: The Besant Nagérroadsﬂeﬁsh markel; thenewiybug't ~ '

market in Besant Nagar, run by a fisherwomen's group; and the Lioyd's Road fish
market near the beach on a particularly uncrowded day. (Photos courtesy: Bay of

Bengal Programime, Madras)

Open air

market
preferred

Why is a streamlined modem fish
- *¥ market in Madras not a success?
Why is fish marketing carried on in the
traditional way doing better? Despite
growing public awareness of heightened
hygiene standards, the benefits of icing
and convenience pre-filetted or pack-
ged fish, the average household con-
inues to consume an established
spectrum of fish, purchased locally from
markets which have changed little over
the years. This public apparently prefers
not to go a lite further to a betler
market stocking fish of a betier quality.

I looked for reasons why recently.

Fisherfolk, a perennially inder-
privileged community, faced with

shift business to a closed market, for
instance, is equally strong.

Not far from this market is Besant
Nagar's new covered fish market, near
the bus terminus. It was built in 1989
by the Corporation with technical and
organisational assistance from the Bay |
of Bengal Programme, a FAQ fisheries
project. Though a model market in
appearance, it is still in the process of
finding its niche’ and has far from
fulfilled its potential. Some customers,
ironically, have complained that
covered markets, such as this one, are
“too overpowering’; they prefer to
shop out in the open where the fish
stench merges with car fumes. Again,

® by Lisa Durante

decreasing calches at sea as well as
markeling chains which lock them into
endemic indebtedness to wholesalers
and middlemen, are unable to enhance
their socio-economic status, let alone
contribute to product upgradation.
Consumers, hardened by habit, also
seem incapable of rallying for improved
marketing conditions. They purchase
all available varielies in whatever
condition “the fish is. The ongoing
popularity of urban street fish markets,
such as the Besant Nagar 7th Avenue
road marke!, testifies to this.
Established 12 years ago on the
roadside close to the Velanganni
Church, this market is considered today
2 “plumb” location for fish-selling in
the area. Customers from the nearby
Housing Board flats, as well as
commuters from the adjacent bus
terminus claim to be satisfied with the
fish variety and prices. The deplorable
sanitary conditions of the market,
which strelches out on a congested

. pavement, does not deter the numerous

consumers who flock there from eight
lo six to buy their fish supplies.

~Mrs Uma Devi, a regular client, asks,

*Hygiene-wise this market is no worse
than any others in the area, so*why
should 1 shift if this is convenient for
me as well as being the best that | can

"Technically, the market should not

“operate here. But the 1990 Corpo-

ration eviction order was slopped by
a Madras High Courl “stay order”.
And, thereafier, as a well-integrated cog
in one of the many larger political
obligation networks in the City, it has

thrived. The sireet vendors' position,

therefore, is strong, and their refusal to

this demonstrates : that shoppers’
priorities vary, and that it is not
sufficient just to construct a market with
four walls without providing adequate
marketing inputs, such as icing fadilities,
increased ventilation eic.

lce House fish market, near the
Marina, perhaps best epitomises the -
current strengths and weaknesses of fish
markets in Madras. It is a lively hub
of aclivity peopled by retailers, the

majority of them women, who have

~ forged for themselves a_ consistent

reputation for variety and quality over
a few decades. Hoteliers and restau-
rateurs purchase here quality
crustaceans — crab and liger shrimp,
for instance — at prices slightly higher
than Saidapet wholesale market prices.
“But the quality is always first class,”
claims one restaurant owner who has
been shopping at Jce House for several
years.

The Corporation has atiempied, on’
one count, to improve this market by
planning to cover il; and, on the other,
fo compound its noloriety, as the
“filthiest market in Madras”, by not
cleaning it. Many local residents do not
wanl a closed market since it might
grow, attracting more stalls and ““more
chaos”, says a dissatisfied resident. So,
markeling goes on in a semi-iransient

- situation for which the Corporation feels
 little responsibility. - - :

“If the fish marketing scene in t
city is-to take a tumn for the betier, a.
radical shift in *‘organisational cullure™

¢ is needed, so that intermediaries are:

gradually eradicated and current -

* consumes and,vendor apalhy s e
..~ and, of course; better markets... . .
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Iam a compulsive sightseer. If the

i says, “Don't fail to see...”
I don't fail. And I was determined to
find the museum at Fort St. George in
Madras. But we had wandered around
and around the streets of the old fort
and it seemed, this time, that we might
fail.

Indian friends had wamned us nol
to ask strangers for directions. *There’s
always the chance of getting wrong
information,” Ratna said, “or, worse,
being victimised by some shady
character.”

At the time, we had laughed. After
all, we were world travellers and had
been exposed to the stickest of con men
al home and abroad. We could spot
a black marketeer or a “five-will-get-
you-ten" artist even in a button-down
collar a block away. The secret, we
boasted, is asking the right person:
preferably a middleaged man, graying,
in a business suit and carrying a
briefcase.

Now, on the streels of Fort St.
George, we saw just such a man, minus
the briefcase. Did he by any chance
know where the Fort St. George
Museurn was?

“I'm very sorry,” the gray-haired,
wellHtailored man said. “I too am a
visitor here.”

Naturally.

“From Colombo, Sri Lanka..l
have come to Madras on a sad
mission.” He moved closer; we could
see tears in his eyes. "My beloved
mother is in hospital — dangerously

ill.

We clucked sympathetically and,
embarrassed by his pain, retreated. His
words pursued us.

“When | arrived early this moming
I went immediately to see Mother and
while talking to the doctor in the
corridor...” He paused. We waited.
We could see him struggling to control
his feelings.

“Both my suicase and my briefcase
were stolen from Mother's room.” The
pause was barely long enough for the
distressing fads to register. “My passport
and my wallet were in my briefcase.”

He pulled from his jacket pocket a
hospital document with the patient’s
name, diagnosis and prescribed treat-
ment. “The money was to be used for
special treatment for Mama," he said
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as he thrust the paper before my eyes.
[ tried to avoid reading it; it was too
private, too painful and full of medi-
calese. | picked out a-few words:
“myocardial infarction...coronary
occlusion.”

“Have you been to the Sri Lanka
Consulate?"" Jerry was nothing if not
practical. -

“Naturally!” He gave Jemy a
forgiving look. ““They will reissue my
passport but they refuse to advance me
the money to cable Father for the funds
to- order the lifesaving treatment
Mother must have. But how can I cable
Father? It costs 85 rupees to send a
cable. All I have,” he said, dragging
a handful of rupees from his pocket,
“is 20." ' .

Ho ho, 1 thought, so that's your
game. '

He must have read my face. A
gentle hand reached out and touched
my arm. “‘You misunderstand, Auntie,”

he said. *] want no money.” A surge

of shame swept through me.

“No," he repeated. “I do not ask
for money. Only that you go to the
post office and send the cable for me.
Here it is all written out.” Yet another
piece of paper. My shame was
complete. “1 will give you all the
money | have — 20 rupees. If you will
add the rest, I will pay you back when
the money from Father is delivered. Let
me only have your name and your
hotel.” ‘

“Where's the post office?” Jerry

was still being practical.
- “That I do not know. Like you
am a stranger here. Please do not worry
that I give you my last 20 rupees. I trust
you both. I will manage. My father will
respond at once.”

Any misgivings that might have
lingered evaporated at this offer of the
stranger’s last rupees. If ever there was
a legitimate appeal, this was it. And yet
standing in line at the post office was
the last thing we wanted to do.

“If you do not send the cable for
me, what am | to do?" His distress was
palpable. “1 cannot ask you for the
money."” )

That did it! Jerry looked at me.
looked at Jerry.

“It's only $7,” I whispered.

Blessings flowed from the stranger
faster than my tears as we exchanged
names and addresses. Pethaps we
would come to Sri Lanka. Perhaps he
would come to California. First, of
course, we'd meet at our hotel. While
| searched for more tissues and Jerry
put away his wallet, the suffering son
vanished.

We suddenly began to wonder.

“Why didn't he call his father and
reverse the charges?” I said.

*"That hospital record looked pretty
wom,” Jerry said. "'l wonder how long
he's been carrying it around.”

Noticing 1 was a litle pale, Jerry

took my arm and walked me around
the comer to the front of the building
in whose shade we'd been standing for
the last 15 minutes. By the broad stone
steps an unobirusive sign read:
“Museum — Fort St. George.”
(NATHALIE ZHDMAN, a free-
lance writer from Santa Monica,
California, who visited Madras not
so long ago, contributed this piece
to The Washington Post,
Washington, D.C.) :

CONNED .
but not |
forgotten §
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Our OLD and NEW is once again very different from the wsual, It started with a letter, progressed 0
photography by V S RAGHAVAN of ONE building and a peek into the imaginative way an OLD could be used
for even the most modern. Excerpts from the letter first:

“I have always waited in pleasant anticipation for every issue of Madras Musings as / found the articles
bringing back nostalgic memories of old Madras. More than a memory of things past is Kensington, af
857 Poonamallee High Road, Kilpauk, Madras-10. This buildings, over 150 years old, is where my father, the late
Dr A Lakshmanaswamy Mudaliar, the former Vice-Chancellor of Madras University, lived for nearly half a century.

The entire building was constructed like all buildings of the' 19th Century with lime, mortar, country and
Mangalore tiles. No cement was used anywhere in a building that has over 10,000 sq. Seet of built-up space.

Since I spent most my over 40-year career with mulfinational organisations outside Madras, the building
was let out to various government organisations. On my return, we took a searching look at Kensington. In today’s
spiralling real estate costs, it would have made good economic sense to develop it as a commercial complex, as
it is located in a prime business district in central Madras. However, my family and I decided that the building
should be used only in the service of education. , :

I founded Talking Technology, a premier educational centre in the field '
TH E of information technology, after my retirement as Chairman, ICI, in 1985, === & THE
OLD... It is now housed in Kensington. NEW

Talking Technology started as a consultancy organisation with
experienced professionals for engineering, computer science, finance and
market research and established itself as a major centre for S/W development, consultancy, data processing and
data entry. However, with the need to globalise, organisations have realised that they have to upgrade rapidly
and conform to 1SO 9000 standards. In an endeavour to make available state-of-the-art training in all areas of
information technology in Madras, TTPL approached Digital Equipment Corporation, US.A., and Digital

Equipment (India) Limited to partner !
not believed that other organisations cou
commitment to quality and TTPL was established as the wor

Training in February 1992.

It is a matter of great satisfaction
down by realtors, Kensington is being preserved for posterity

in THE MOST ultra-modern field calling for considerable hitech equipm

hem in Information Technology education. Digital, which until then had
Id match their strict quality standards, were convinced by TTPL's
ld’s first CDAT — Centre for Digital Authorised

Athat, when a large number of old historical buildings are being pulled
to serve the cause of education — and that too
ent.

LN

— A.L. Mudaliar

The old building — there’s a document in the possession of the Mudaliar family dating to 1796 — was bo:)g!;r

by Dr A L Mudaliar in the Thirties and refurbished then,

etting a new ficade (above) while retaining the interior.
&

The interior has been refurbished now and sports the look seen below. Old buildings — even 150-200 year old

oking beyod

Ox-er'lhe-Cuunler Fxchange of India.

the stock exchange. of lomormow,
is fast discovering that it is tightly
enmeshed in the jaws of trouble loday.
Maodelled un the famous NASDAQ of
USA, the Exchange has been stumped
by infrastructural snafus that have
relarded its efforts in alfecting quick
transactions. Bul before: further analysis,
a quick Jook at what this wonder Stock
Fxchange is all about.

A company, which wants to gel
itself listed on OTCEI, has to have its

issue sponsored by one” of the

30-member bankers of OTCEL The
sponsor  has 1o -offer  compulsory
buy/sell quotes for the shares for &

ones — need not, it would seem, be pu

‘e BULL'S EYE -

lled down to make w

Ty oy

R

period of not less than three years. This
procedure not only ensures that good
companies are listed on the OTCE but
also provides maximum liquidily (o the
scrips, Nalional listing is another feature

of the OTCEI, which implies that, once
a company is listed on OTCEI, in-
vestors anywhere in the country have

“equal access to the shares ol the
company. This is ensured by the totally =~

computerised trading , which conti-

ay for the new.

e

_ 1o have proved strategically an unwise: -

-nuously shows the prices f shares on— decision, as they found it difficull to-

the corputer Screen al any given time. -

the counter

This ringless nature of the OTCE
climinates the need for orders to be
caried] over lor execulion at a later date.
However, to a great exient, the
current problem has arisen due o
lrading on only two issues so far; which
meant almost every dealer chasing these
shares. Inlerestingly, in the case of
Vasundhara Rasayans, the first scrip lo
b listed on OTCE, the market makers
(wo in this case) did nol relain
5 per cent of the company's share, an
“opfion available, on the request of the
company. This, say the dealers, seerns

(Continued on P&)

- ration is now planning to construct four
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’I‘he other day oné of my friends
abroad had a GIFT-Baby, a little
bundle of joy perfectly formed, down
to the littlest toe. Of course, no one
should look a GIFT-baby in the mouth,
but this baby is even more precious to
its parents, for they had virtually given
up hopes of having a baby.

For those uninitiated into the jargon
of ART (assisted reproductive tech--
niques), here is a glossary:

IVE : In vitro fertilization.

GIFT : Gamete intra-fallopian transfer.

ET : Embryo transfer (not exlra-
terrestrial!)

MIST: Micro insemination sperm
transfer. A

At first glance all this might seem
like some high-faluting Westemn tech-
nology. But I've just discovered that,
like the zero, assisted reproduction also
possibly originated in India. Probably
the world's first case of embryo transfer
was Balarama, elder brother of Bhaga-
wan Krishna, He was transferred as a
foetus around the 25th week from the
womb of Devaki to that of Vasudeva's
other wife, Rohini, who was in
Nanda's care at Gokul. This ensured
that he escaped Kamsa's wrath and
arrived on time to be Krishna's elder
brother and playmate when He, in
turn, came along. Today, 5000 years
after Balarama, ET is back in India. The

first case was reported in Bombay,.but
Madras is fast becoming an ART centre

with the lead being given by Apollo and

G.G. Hospitals.

Basically, ART is a way of getting
around the steeplechase that we all
have to go through to get started as
human beings. Nature's ways are out
of this world; she tucks away human
beings-to-be, in halves, in each parent-

" to-be. And while the male of the species
can produce millions of potential halves

In Balarama’s
- footsteps

commonest obstacle is a blocked
Fallopian tube. Other problems may be
too few -spermatozoa, no ova,
“unknown causes” elc etc. The net
result is infertility. And that is where
ART steps in.

For a start, doctors now have
medicines which ensure that many ova
-are released every month. And without
so much as putting a needle through
the abdomen there are techniques by
which the maturity of ovarian follicles

| @ BY HIRAMALINI SESHADRI

of mankind every day, as it were, not
one of them can become a rounded
whole human being without the coope-

‘ration of that other half sitting pretty

in an ovum, which is but produced
only once a month, or so, by the
female of the species. Talk of many a
flower born to blush unseen...! Each

of us present today started off as a half- -

person in such a spermatozoon till we
me! our other half in the tube of
Fallopius in our mother’s abdomen. But

" soon it looks like there might be a fair

number of us who would have begun
life not in Mama's tummy but, rather,
in a Petri dish in a labl.
Nature's way of family planning is
to put blocks in the ‘course’; the

can be assessed by ultra sound and the
ova taken out from the mother-to-be.
With some cooperation from father-to-
be, the patemnal contribution to baby
is collected. The high point of the
exercise is bringing the two cells
together in the laboratory to get baby
started. This summit meeting usually
takes place at a perfect 37°C, in an
atmosphere of five per cent carbon
dioxide, in a medium of bovine
albumin, among other things, which
seems to be the perfect elixir of life!
Presto! the halves become whole and,

in hours, grow into two cells, four cells,

eight cells... Even at this juncture, some
need extra help; the spermatozoon may
not be able to puncture the ‘shell’ of

Eavesdropper Exiraordinary
his master detective is an eaves-
dropper. And it was with electronic

eavesdropping that he played several

roles while in the Police.

Once there was a political leader
who was in the habit of having pow-
wows with his inner team on the sands
of famed Marina at certain hours on
certain days. He was so confident of
himself, that he never changed this
venue -of his meelings, where many
important issues were discussed and
decisions taken. Little did he realise that

sensitive microphones had been buried

in the sand by this Eavesdropper Extra-
ordinary (EE) and that all the conver-
sations of the leader and his coterie
were being heard and recorded — in
a car resembling an ‘accident victim’

"which had been left by the kerb-side

for days. Those recorded conversations
were {0 ge that particular politician into
trouble before long.

On another occasion, EE called on
another political leader and recalled
their old friendship. The politician
opened his heart out — little knowing
that in EE's brief-case was equipment®
recording for posterity all he said!

Today ‘electronic eavesdropping' is .
a fine art, with highly sophisticated

The ways o

equipment being improved on every
day. But whether it should be used the
way EE had used it poses a major

- ethical question.

Play it again, Sam!

e of the methods used by smart
detectives trying to solve a crime

is to re-create it. Call it ‘action replay’,

if you will, or by any other name, but

it does help to provide answers,

especially buttressing the leads the clues

provide. C V Narasimhan, the former

»

R‘éndbr" Guy

top policernan in the state and a brilliant
detective; is a great believer in this
method.

In one case of robbery and murder
in broad daylight in a particular
institution, CVN took over the investi-
gation almost as soon as the crime was
committed and decided to do an ‘action
replay’. He went to the scene of the
crime the following day, exactly at the

same time the incident took place, and

observed the scene of action. He did

More toilets for City

(Conlinued from P!)

occupy space. But they have to be
punctual and regular.

Unlike other metros in India,
Madras lacks road-side urinals resulting
in people using the pavements and
roadside walls. The Madras . Corpo-

urinals in the Flower Bazaar area, and .
Sulabh will put.a person to look ater

. th?m' ‘A.“dfron an Bxpeﬁmental basis, -

a separate ‘women’s only’ urinal is
being built in Madras. ,
Sulabh is also constructing four pay-
and-use complexes in Coimbatore and
has construcied some on contract basis
for a couple of town panchayats else-

" where in Tamil Nadu. What Sulabh

offers is relief in clean surroundings (of
course, at a nominal cost), a welcome
change from the public (in) conven-

iences of the past. -

tecs

this on a couple of more days, taking
carefil notes of the surroundings and
of the adivity going on in the
neighbourhood. As he had expected,
many interesting things began to make
sense. He noticed men and woimen
who regularly passed that way at that
particular time, people who came out
lo do their chores elc.

CVN then began speaking to them,
asking friendly questions about the
events of a few days before. Did they
notice any strangers ... vehicles ... cars
... scooters ... their colour ... the
mannerisms of such men ... their
clothes ... or anything that struck them
as unusual or odd in their neighbour-
hood. Under his disarming probing,
many facts emerged which, in due
course, paved the way for him to nab

‘the culprits and bring them to trial.

He used similar methods $o sucoess-
fully disprove a murder. It prevented
the wrong man from being arresied. He
re-created the killing soene, with sounds
and all, and easily proved that the so--
called witness knew nothing of the
murder, and that he was deposing
against a particular man out of political
rivalry. (This tale, the ‘Sound of
Murder’, appeared in MM several
weeks ago.)

In another case, one of theft in a
house, the maid told the detective that
during the night she had heard two
voioes in the compound just before she
fell asleep. The police were led.fo
believe that two thieves had been
involved. But when two thieves
seemed unlikely, a smart policeman
wondered whether the thief was in the
habit of talking to himselfl That did it!
There was in the -records a habitual
house-breaker who had the habit of
talking to himself, and soon he was

'
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the ovum. Then doctor steps in to do
some microscopic drilling and coaxes
the reluctant suitor in (MIST):

In an attempt lo mimic nature
closer, the whole exercise is sometimes
camried out in the Fallopian tube itself,

the doctor’s role being limited to giving

the litile cells a lift up to the tube
(GIFT).-

The next step in IVF involves gently
picking up the baby-to-be (embryo, in
‘Gynae' parlance) and tucking it into
Mama's womb fo grow.

A few ethical questions arise at this
juncture. Will this technology enable
some wicked scientist to try interspecies
reproduction with the human ova that
he has access to?

What of the exira embryos pro-
duced? Allowing them to ‘die’ may be
acceptable. But we know that these
embryos can be frozen and thawed out
jater and allowed to grow. The case
of the Australian embryos comes to
mind. When a childless millionaire
couple who had frozen their embryos
died in an air crash, courts ruled thal
the embryos could be thawed out,
allowed to grow in a surrogate mother's

.V.F. twins (Photo: Apolio Hosphal

‘Sorks)

womb and claim their inheritance at
birth! Career women, who find thal
their reproductive dock is ticking away,
might decide to bank a few embsyos
and ‘carry’ them later on when they
are ready to take a break from career
and do some mothering. Would such-
“advances” be good for society? Then
there is the chilling possibility of
experiments being conducted on help-
less embryos.

The ethical issues that arise from
ART are mind-boggling. In the UK, in
fact, an entire parliamentary committee:
was appointed, headed by~ Dame
Wamock, 10 go into the ethics of ART..;

Mercifully, in India, we do not;
have the facility o freeze embryos: Yel.!
Our ART-obstetricians are, therefore,’
Jargely Good Samaritans who simply
help half of baby-to-be to meet its other
half and then transfer it to mother’s
womb. .

Last year, the doctorstorks of
Apollo Hospital helped a Jovely set of
twins o amive (see picture). Today,
they are cherubic toddlers. I guess this
is-what you mean by the ART of
medicine, literally and abbreviated!
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nabbed! (This case featured in a recent
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MUSIC — the food of love?!

Although everyone is vocifer-
ous at the mention of MTV —
Star TV's 24-hour music Video
Channel — 1 really hadn’t
realised how much the ‘in’ thing
it had become until I visited
PALIMAR, the restaurant at
Gemini Circle. TV's mounted
uncomfortably high up on the
walls flashed psychedelic lights
and Michael Jackson grinned at
the hapless diners. Then came
Lionel Richie and a host of
others. Fortunately (or
unfortunately, depending on
your age) the volume was turned
low, so 1 was able to pay
attention to the fare.
PALIMAR is justly famous
for its Masala Dosa — Rs. 13, but
a pleasant discovery was the
Palimar special Pulao (Rs. 23),
which is rich and satisfying. The

A not-to-be missed item here
is the Basundi at Rs. 11/- —
thick, cool and creamy. The fess,
however, said about the rasa-
malai the better..

From 7 PM onwards both
SEETHARAMA and PALIMAR
offer dinner, and a different

speciality every day of the week

— tasty and at moderate rates.
Incidentally SEETHARAMA has
only a 5 per cent tax, but you
need to wait a little longer for the
appearance of the waiter with
his loaded tray.

Beat the prices

Acommon factor binding all
Madras weddings and re-
ceptions is that Madrasis turn out

FOODS & FADS:

in full force in shining silks and
dripping with diamonds. And if
you are going for both the
wedding and the reception, you
evidently dress up in a saree or
mayilkan veshti, or sherwani, if
you are broadminded, for the
former, and salwar kurta and a

smart suit with, of course, a
paisley pattern tie, for the latter.

Finding those safwars which
advertise their price is a little
tricky (Oh! the bourgeois
Madrasi budhil), but the
boutiques seem to have under-
stood the public at last — look at
the chiffon salwars in rich
shades with yards of embroidery
and bead work. But search for
the humble origins of these
ensembles — a marble chiffon

saree (try the wholesale shops in
the Georgetown area who supply
the retail outlets in the city), an
embroidered tissue yoke (if your
tailor leaves much to be desired,
buy readymade omes at the
Fountain Plaza basement), yards
of lining material, haggle over.
the tailoring charges — and,
prestol your own salwar that,
needless to say, costs about a
couple of hundred bucks less
than the ones on display.

Now you know what all
those anxious young things are
running for, from one saree shop
to another. And please do look
impressed when you see ‘‘these
phantoms of delight'’ carrying
5Y% -metres of marble chiffon
proudly! Up, the bourgeois!

— Bhavana Kay

entire range of Panneer
accompaniments are (to use a
disgustingly clichéd and juvenile
epithet) lip-smacking, but a triile
too spicy. Naans at Rs. 10,
however, provide the ideal foil
for them.

Brave the music and eat
there — and groan in dismay at
a hefty tax. Or get your food
packed — and get a 20 per cent
discount. ‘

Palimar clone

Palimar undertaking,
EETHARAMA, on Uthamar
Gandhi Road (Old Nungam-
bakkam High Road — O when,
will we stop having Gandhi and
Nehru confronting us from every
signpost?) boasts the same TV's
and fare, but at lower prices:- the
Masala Dosa comes at Rs. 9 and
the Medu Vada — it's only
Rs. 3/- vvas okayed even by my
mother, who persistently
believes no restaurateur can
_produce edible vadas like she
does (this time her only grumble
was about the Dalda).
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Unumal. innovative recipes. And so
quick and easy to make. Colour-
fully speckled Carrot Parathas, spicy
Vegetable Korma and Savoury Egg the
way granny used to make.

NANI EGG ACHU

6 eggs
% kg onions, chopped fine
10 cloves garlic, chopped fine
1 tsp chilli powder
1% tsp coriander seeds powder
(dhaniya)
A pinch turmeric powder
2 green chillies, slit sideways
4 ths ol
2 ths fresh coriander leaves, chopped
fine
Salt to taste
Method

‘Heat in a pressure pan two table-
spoons oil and fry the onions il
browned. Add garlic, chilli powder,

coriander seeds powder, turmeric  Masala . e
powder and the shfogreen chillies and 2 onions grind fﬂmmmupped'm'gﬁm'ﬂ
fry till well blended. 4 green chillies 0 il blended. Set aside to cool.
Spread the masala, making place 1" ginger a fine Dmdethedmghmtonxalpans
for frying the six eggs. ! ths cornder leaves A% o i the stuffing into equal
Pour the remaining oil and pour a 2 top khus khus anty & info
bulls eye o i each of the vacant 5 (2 P Roll out the dough. Place 1%
. Tumn carefully and cook the egg of the il }:old and
on e fl i Method o & dic. Ty the
Serve each helping with the fied  Chop the vegetables and boil. Set e ';‘g“;mmﬁ; in o
egq at the centre and the fried masala aside. S
around it. Grind the masala fine. —Chandra Padmanabhan

Serve hot with parathas.

— Radhika N. Girish
VEGETAFLE KORMA
2% cups chopped vegetables (beans,

green peas, cauliflower, carrot and
potatoes)
% tsp turmetic powder
4 tbsoll
Salt 1o taste
{ small bunch coriander leaves,
chopped fine

Heat oil, fry the masala till oil
sepa;ates.Addﬂmeooolgedvegqtables.
turmeric powder and salt. Simmer il
well blended.

Gamnish with chopped coriander
leaves and serve hot with parathas.
CARROT PARATHAS
2 cups whole wheat flour (atta)

1 onion, chopped fine

%% inch piece ginger, scraped and

grated

1 green chilli, chopped fine

2 carrots, peeled and grated

3 tbs oil

% tsp cummin seeds
Salt to taste

Method

Sieve the flour, add sufficient water,
salt and knead to a soft dough. Set
aside.

Heat oil, sprinkle the cummin
seeds. When they splutter, add, the

(044)-8257447

Looking beyond the counter

(Continued from P3Z _ .

activate the market with no sellers on
the listed scrip. As a resull, this scrip.
issued at par, was quoting at Rs. 33,
while Co-Nick Alloys was traded at a
high of Rs. 57 against the issue price
of Rs. 16. But thanks to the market
forces, both the shares have now settled
at more reasonable levels. Another

problem associated with listing of only -

two shares is that many dealers have
not been active on account of the
lacklustre investor interest.

But going by the data available, out
of 7,000 investors in two companies,
2,000 deals have been done so far.
which is certainly not bad for the sake
of a good record. However, even this
has fallen short of making it a full-time
occupalion for dealers. Nevertheless,
the situation should ameliorate follow-
ing OTCEI's decision to lake-up trading
of the 25 ‘B’ Group shares that are
expected to start at the end of this
month. :

' The game plan of the OTCEl now

appears {o be lo attract new companies
with low capital base to seek listing and,
thus. rejuvenate investor interest by

_praviding a greater range of securities. .
This holds tremendous potential. The -

starting problems should be eased soon,
as it is in everyone's interest to make
the syste work. Also, in time to come, -

small investors will be automatically
drawii to the convenient and tran-
sparent nature of the system. In the
short run, the viability of OTCEI
counters will perhaps be established
through the trading in BSE scrips such
as TISCO, TELCO. Indian Hotels and
Indian Rayons, which are expected to
join the bandwagon.

Meanwhile here are three re-
comendations for the coming fortnight

Tamil Nadu Jai Bharath Mills
(CMP Rs. 42.75): This company entered
the marke! as recently as Sept. ‘92 with a
public issue of 57,00,000 equity shares of
Rs. 10 each for cash at par for the setting
up of a 100 per cent EOU to manufacture
combed cotton in the Nellai Kattabomman
District of Tamil Nadu (a notified backward
area). The company expecls lo commence
commercial production by this month. The
prospects of the company being an EQU are
go00d. Moreover, companies under the same
management (Dinakaran and associales of
the Jayavilas group of companies) have a
well-established track record. This scrip
recently started quoling in the market. It is
a good buy for medium-term gains.

" Kar Mobiles Ltd (CMP Rs. 68.50):
Kar Mobies Ltd (KML), the Bangalore-based

_company. made a foray into the manu-

facture of valves for intemal combustion
engines when the Kamataka State Electricity
Board tock over ils power - distribution
business in- 1973. The company got its
technical know-how from Engine Valves,

of the Rane group, which holds 26 per cent
of ils equity.

KML has now roped in Indian Railways
as a customer and is also vigorously woaing
the “defence sector. Due lo the severe
recession in the European and American
markels. the company penetraled the
Malaysian and German markets, and s also
currently exploring the East Asian and
Australian markets. The company is hopeful
of obtaining a breakthrough.

For the year ending 1992-93. a sales
and PAT of Rs. 23 cr and Rs. 1.09 cr
respectively have been estimated. yielding
an EPS of Rs. 10. The book value is likely
to be around Rs. 56. This would justify a
price of Rs. 100. Buy for medium-term
gains.

. Pentafour Software & Exports
Ltd (CMP Rs. 46.25): At present, the world
software markel is estimated at $300 billion
and this is expected to reach $600 billion
in 1996. India’s share at present is negligible

at around Rs. 350 cr. The availability: of

cheap, skilled labour offers vast potential for
Indian software in the overseas market,
especially in the USA. India faces a con-
trasting situation to the US, where the
softwares are high-priced against the
hardwares. PSEL has the latest IBM AS/400
and 1BM RS/600 systems, Singapore, both
of which are operational now. It has
received enquires, from companies in the
USA, the Far East and Wesl Asia, and

negoliations are underway. Buy for medium- |,

ferm gains.

— K. Gopalakrishnan
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1.
12.
13.

14,

15.

16.
East' German leader, taken self-

17,
18.

19.
" DCM Cup in'football?

20.

(Quizmaster V V RAMANAN's
questions are from the fortnight
of January 1st to 15th)

1.

What happened to Czecho-
slovakia after 74 years, on
January- 1st?

The US and Russia signed
START-], aimed at eliminating
stralegic weapons. Expand

START.

Which voluntary organisation has
won the 1991-92 National Youth
Award?

. The week ending January 10th

was celebrated as?

Who are the new Hopman Cup
champions in Tennis?

What is the limit for possession of
foreign currency by a resident
Indian after the recent amendment

to FERA?

A celebrated ballet dancer and the .
creator of the Bepop style of Jazz
both passed away on January 6th.
Who were they?

Can you name the oil tanker
which ran aground in the
Shetland Islands and spewed oil?

What has the heavily bombed
Mekong Delta in Viet Nam been
renamed as?

What is the amount of bonus for
TN State Govt employees drawing
Rs. 2500/- or less for 1991-927

The new Govemor of Maha-
rashira is?

A TU-154 crashed in Delhi on

January Oth, the passengers -
escaping miraculously. Expand

According to Sunil Gavaskar, the

criteria for entering the 10,000

test runs club is?

Name NASA's latest space shuttle,
launched on January 13th?

What is common to the following
film personalities: Vitlorio de Sica,
Ingrid Bergman, the Kaurismaki
brothers, Anatole Dauman and
40 years of Argos Films?

Where has Erich anecker, the

imposed exile?

Whao retained their Senior
National Badminfon tiles al
Kozhikode recently?

Who inaugurated the 146th
Thyagaraya Aradhana at
Thiruvayaru recently?

Who are thie winners of this year's

Who is the AIADMK MLA who

.. allegedly released 12 detenus from

the Uppliapuram police station

recently? + -

(AnswersonpaseS)# -
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in-Madras is reputed to hold the
best annual cultural festival among all
the IITs. The prestigious annual fest is

* a must every January for students and
attracts participants from all over India.

The competitions are extremely tough
and many winners of earlier Mardi
Gras conlests have become well-known
public figures today. That sponsors
agree with this view was reflected in
the Rs. 7 lakhs sponsorship the
organisers raised this year, 2/2 times
the highest sum they've raised in the
past.

The feslival, which was earlier
known for its riotous Westem slant, has
been getting more and more biased to-

~ wards Indian classical. M.S. Subbu-

lakshmi's concert was the curtainraiser
this year. Though the festival was
scheduled for the end of January, the
curtainraiser was held on January 13th

~as M.S. was free only on that date. She
 used this recital o raise money for two

charitable organisations. M.S. was all
humility on the stage as she handed
over a Rs. 40,000 cheque each to the
representatives of Amar Seva Sangham
and the Juvenile Diabetic Research
Centre. K

The concert that followed was
vintage M.S., even if she was troubled
by a cold and cough. Devotion flowed

through. the often-heard songs that
remain evergreen. The open air audi-

torium was overflowing  that chilly
winter evening, but everyone was
warmed by-the soulful singing of M.S.
Chinese star

young man who charmed Madras
dance fans with his wonderful

- with M.S.

'The Indian Institute of Technology

dancing this season was 16-year-old

' Mavin Khoo from Malaysia: A classical

ballet dancer, this Chinese boy has
exlended his passion for dance by
learning Bharatha Natyam and Odissi
as well. He dances both with a gay

abandon, yet his sincerity and intensity

are patent.

Mavin Khoo is a student of Ramli
Ibrahim of Kuala Lumpur, who leamed
dance from Adyar Lakshmanan and
occasionally brings out some very good

by

V.R. Devika

Bharatha Natyam dance groups to
Madras. But Mavin Khoo is something
exceptional. If he keeps this pace, he
will either bum out soon or become
a legend in his lifetime.

Mavirt
Khoo
(Pholo:

S. Anwar)

It was a pleasure to taik to this
teenager who is bothered about nothing
but his dance. He is a child off stage,
but when he is on stage his dancing
is sublime.

] predict he will become an inter-
national star soon. His parents are keen
that he pursues his studies simultaneous-
ly, but Mavin, like U Srinivas who is
crealing waves with his mandolin, has
the kind of talent that cannot be held
back.

Y(_Jsa and dance

An artist from Madras who has

achieved international fame is
violin maestro L Subramaniam. He is
a qualified” medical doctor, but his
passion for music got the betier of him.
He says he went to the U.S. because
Madras University refused to allow him
{o join the post-graduate course in
Music in spite of his M.B.B.S. degree,
his well-known musical lineage and his

‘Numbers for Gouthami,

but stardom Khushbu’s

How did Tamil film heroines fare

in 19927 The big surprise was
Gouthami who featured in as many as
12 films. But though this slim, pretty,
Telugu-speaking actress scored more in
numbers, the year belonged to
Khushbu.

A migrant from the Bombay movie
world, Khushbu came into South
Indian cinema virtually unnoticed,
playing small roles in Telugu films and
dare-bare in Kannada. The Kannada
movies in which she played such roles

are now being dubbed into Tamil and
released with success!

With films like Chinna Thambi,
Khushbu went lo the top and has
become some kind of a cult figure in
Tamil Nadu. One famed weekly con-
ducted a contest calling for poems about
Ms K! She was talked about as a
coming Chief Minister. And now there’s
this talk of a temple in Tiruchi for which
it is said, Rs. 50,000 has already been
collected. What's slowed this project
is the fact that Ms. K is not a Hindu.

‘But at this moment, when national
integration is the need of the hour, why
not a Khushbu shrine of all faiths?!

Other heroines who fared well in
1992 are Bhanupriya, Sukanya and
Kasthuri. Sukanya, a comparatively
newcomer, who is from famed film-
maker and music maestto S Bala-
chandar's clan, soared in a very short
paiod.Sheisnowingeatdemmdand
may lop the list in 1993. Slim and
attractive. she had lived in USA for
some years before retuming to India,

This piece has been prompted
Stories from The Bible. Digging
ings, I located an article written

of India’ column that appeared
in the British press at the time.
the Mahabharata — the biggest
hit Doordarshan has ever had —
was being telecast, Never in

and mediocre broadcasting
history had a serial caught the
attention of a whole nation like
this. Every Sunday morning at.
9.15, the streets of India would
be deserted as millions sat
riveted to T.V. sets, watching the
latest antics of the warring
Pandavas and Kauravas, soap
opera stylel
' For Doordarshan, the quest-
ion was how to follow up such a
magnificent hit. The Ramayana
had already been telecast. So
what other famous religious epic.
was there that would mix drama,
 wisdom and reverence with the
potential for dazzling costumes

Biblel .

Jijo Punnoose, the produéer

admits that his serial cannot
~ hope to generate the passionate

viewers to the Mahabharata..
" Nevertheless, he hopes the
audiences will stay with him

}despi'te budget constraints- that

by Doordarshan's telecast of
- into my file of newspaper clipp--
by Tony Allen-Miles in his ‘Out -

Doordarshan’'s rather mundane -

and the odd bit of sex and’
violence? You guessed it — The

| of Stories from The Bible, readily

" fervour that drew millions of -

Triumph of

With a little
sex and
violence

result in no zebras or giraffes in

. his Noah's Ark episode.

Talking of Arks, Jullian
Barnes, in his A History of the

" World in 10% Chapters (a book

1 strongly recommend to read-
ers), puts forth the view that

there was not just one Ark but
a whole flotilla of them, because

how in the world could you

cram in the whole animal king--
dom into a mere 300 cubits? He.
also contends that Noah was far

from being the benign patriarch

that The Bible makes him out to

be. Rather, he was an oafish, in-

ebriated lout who ruled his

floating zoo with an iron fist,

that wouid have done Capt.

Bligh proud, and, in moments of
rage, did away with some of the

animals that had incurred his

displeasure.. A logical expla-
nation, perhaps, for some of the

unexplainable gaps in the
evolution theory — the unicorn

for one.

Coming back to Tony Allen--
Miles and Jijo Punnoose, The
Bible very often lacks a suitable -
climax in its tales. Whereas in
the Mahabharata, hardly an
episode passes without the flash-

' ing of swords or some kung-fu

style acrobatics over a girl, the

Gods

story of Noah's flood ends with
nothing more dramatic than the
appearance of a rainbow. As for
Jesus, the great hero, he dies
meekly on the cross. Punnoose
says he may have to employ
artistic licence to satisfy local
tastes, but he swears there will
be no repeat of an episode in
Tamil film-making in which the
crucifixion scene was re-worked
for dramatic effect.

 The story goes that the late
MGR decided that the role of
Jesus might prove suitable for his:
acting talents, but he didn't like
the way the story ended. So, he
approached Karunanidhi, who
was at that time one of the
high=st-paid script writers, to
produce a script that would
satisfy all his fans. Karunanidhi
is said to have obliged with a
final scene in which Jesus,
played by MGR, tears himself
from the cross, uproots it, beats
the Roman soldiers over the
head with it and makes off into
Sadly, this version was shelved
after MGR was persuaded that he
might be going a little too far. In

‘the Punnoose version, Jesus

remains on the cross.
Like Pontius Pilate, I must

‘wash my hands of this article, as

all 1 have done is to quote whole.
chunks of Tony Allen-Miles and,
as such, will not vouch for the
veracity of it. The title, too, for

.the record, lsphgnmd

— Mithran Devaneaen;_y

but with no thought of career in films.

Her bright innings began with R V

Udayakumar's box-ofiice hit Chinna
“Gounder.

.. Among film directors, Senthilnathan
topped the 1992 list with seven films.
but the director of the year was P Vasu.
Son of the noted make-up-man of
yesteryears, Pithambaram, Vasu is now
the highest paid film-maker in Tamil
cinema and his name spells box-office
SUCCesS. B

llayaraja. as expected. topped

fist as the busiest music composer of the

year. scoring of 40 films. And he

composed music for another 13 films
in other languages!

singers, the honey-drench-

ed voice of S P Balasubramaniam

featured in 75 films. A native of Nellore

and the son of a fine Camatic musician

‘and stage aclor, Panditharadyula

Sambamurthy. Balu, as he is affectio-

‘playback’ singing in India. He sings in
all languages. induding English. He did
a fine Good Samaritan deed this year
by sponsoring a book by a scholar,
Pydipala. on the history of the Telugu
film song. Why has no one undertaken
a similar study of the Tamil film song?
Among women singers. Chilra
topped the list with 65 films. And in
comedy. Senthil was the top comedian.
featuring in 48 films. A former costume
assistant. he has really gone places with

a film with him as hero was shol in

Panis!

1992 was a fine year. quantity-
wise. But want of quality? Tamil
cinema still has miles to go and has yet
“to get away from sex. violence and

meaningless enlertainment

s

performing rq)ulation.fﬁey'wahiedf N
‘ him to spend three years doing his BA. -
* (Music), before seeking admission for- -

the M.A. Subramaniam says he was =
extremely sad to leave Madras, but = -

there were quite a few universities in- *
the U.S. willing to admit him lo their. -
+ Ph.D in Music programmes, just on his. .

musical prowess and his medical
Subramaniam comes to Madras
every January o conduct an inter-.

national art festival in the name of his |

father Lakshminarayana. This year he
inaugurated the festival with his own
violin concert in which tabla wizard
Zakir Hussain joined. in with the
percussion ensembie. Zakir, as usual;
stole hearts with his intuitive.
accompaniment and his charm.” He
was, of course, mobbed by the girls -

The fetival had an interesting
beginning with the lighting of the
Kuthuvilakku by  Ganapathi
impressively, in a smashing vehicle,
with a pilot in front and uniformed
guards accompanying him. A film
called Yogabrahma, on the Yoga of the
swami, was screened. And. an an-
nouncement told us that the film had:
won an award in the Film Chamber
for acting! ’

An interesting aspect of the dance -
part of the festival was the decor by
V V Ramani. Ramani is increasingly
being sought after by dancers to add
interesting touches to their dance, with
stage decor 1o match the themes. He
put up a huge vibhuti symbol on the
stage with trishul and,-as am
“afterthought, to soften the violence
suggested by-the trishul, added little
drums to suggest music and peace. On
the final day, he conjured a huge
Sivalinga that dominated the evening.

SARALA'S
ART CENTRE'.
25 C-IN-C ROAD,
MADRAS- 105. ‘
(Behind Willingdon Estates)
Dealers in
Traditional and
Contemporary

PHONE : 470808

nately called. is the uncrowned king of

modest talent; But he is so popular that |
Paris, France, with the title, Paris, Paris. |

Dates for

t Your Diary

February: “Attin of the Mosth', Anila
Chakraborty from Calcuita, exhibits her.
Feb. 4 — 19: Lesther a5 & Medium: An
original oxhibiion by French and lndien
atisls working with leather a5 their-
medium of At AF. at gilery.
(AF. — Alliance Francaise; B.C. — British .
Coundl; MM.B. —Max Mucller Bhavan; .
MA. — Music Academy; LKA, — Lt .

Kala Akademi; US1S. — US Information =~~~

Service.) s
Feb. 7 — 20: Painters’ Camp: The Faces.
of Man’ at Cholamandal Artst’ Village.

Participating artists from Germany: Tina . -

Juretoek and Gerhard Scharnhorst. Eig - .

outstanding Indian artisks, four fom the -
North and four from the South, have do ~ -
been inviled. (On invilation flom MMB-

Feb. 22: Conoert by the Arcs Quinket .

(German Wind Quintet) at the Miveum
Theatre, 7.00 p.m. (Passes ICCR and. - -
MMB). A

Feb. 23 Encore Une Hewe si Couteby .~
* Theatve Du Mouvement, a French growp, .-~

Rerempemdigeoror SR

TTK Auditorium, MA, 6.30 pm.
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Strictly speaking, this is not a
Madras-oriented piece. But with the
cily cricket crazy and yet another
Test match aroiind the comer, this
particular bit of bitterness seems
appropriale for these columns just
now. The article, from which we
publish these excerpts, first appeared
in The Telegraph, Calcutta, under
the heading Best Little Whore-
house in the Nation'. It is by
ASHOK MITRA and we publish
the excerpls with acknowledge-
ments to both The Telegraph and
Mr Mitra. Sadly, we can't say that
we disagree very much.

— THE EDITOR.

...Following their miserable display
in South Africa, the Indian cricket team
... it is being freely staled — have not
only let the country down, they have
also contributed to a considerable
lowering of morale amongst those
millions in South Africa still fighting the
grim battle against racial discrimination.
The latter had such high hopes that our
cricketers-would give the Springboks a
bloody nose.

.. Success in cricket, as in other
sports and basically in all spheres of
life, is a function of hard work and
perseverance. Genius and natural talent
by themselves cannol win laurels.
What are additionally called for are grit.
concentration and a fierce will to win.

A bitter bit

of cricket

Our cricketers fack in each of these

attributes.
They took the South Africa tour as
a fark. Their approach to the maiches

. supercilious. They had seemingly -

httle pride in either their country or their
individual performance, They played
shoddily: they behaved in a much
worse manner.

Dominaling their minds is the
passion, now rendered into an
obsession, to make money. Their main
concern during the past few years has
been lo play masala cricket in West
Asia. Hongkong or Canada. They
could eamn fabulous amounts for a few
hours' easy indolence on the field.
They have come to dream money,
breathe money and talk money. They
compele with film stars in endorsing
garments, footwear, perfumery, body-
building tonics. what have you...

One paricularly remembers the
case of the young spinner who had the

cheek to take the field in Australia with
logos of four different companies
emblazoned on different parts of his
anatomy. The prize is taken by a story
from Durban, South Africa, uncon-
tradicted ill now... (about) “honoraria”
(demanded) for atcepting” dinner
invitations from families of Indian
settlers. Glamour, these young people
have understood well, is a marketable
commodity. Since one’s cricketing
career has a finile time horizon, all
opportunilies have lo be grabbed to
make as much money as one possibly
can.

Jealousies and pettiness are con-
comitant aspecls of behaviour in such
a climate. The free market philosophy
extols the virtue of compelition. The
players have constantly engaged in a
free-for-all amongst themselves, but not
for raising the level of cricket they play.
Somelimes the feud has been over
capluring the most lucrative advertising

Nearly 60 years ago

When cricket was

lovely at Chepauk

¢ § X}/ alters is dead”". The news item
in The Hindu at the turn of

the New Year would have meant to
many only the passing away of just
another old England cricketer. But to
cricket lovers of my generation, the
ians, the news brought back

memories of the brilliant batting of -

Walters in the 1934 Test match at
Chepauk between India and England.

When England and India meet
again at Chepauk later this month, it
will be 59 years since that memorable
first ever Test at Chepauk, for which
the venue had been specially spruced
up.. A wall had been put up on the
Canal side so that the ground was
enclosed on all four sides; a new/, more
informative scoreboard replaced the
old, small one in front of the club
house; to the left of the dub house was
a special, decorative tent for the
Govemor and his colleagues; and next
o it was another for one of the royal
patronis of cricket — if my memory
servesmnght it was for the Maharaj-
kumar of Vizianagaram, or was it for
the Maharajah of Patiala, whose son

'ANSWERS TO
QUIZ

1.t split into 2 soverign nations — Czech
Rep. and Slovakia:* 2. Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty: 3: The Swami Vive-
kananda Youth Movement of Karnataka:
4. Road Safety Seek: 5.Germany:
6. Rs. 15000 ($300 appx.): 7. Rudolf
Nureyev and ‘Dizzy" Gillespie; 8. Braer:
9. Sti Chinmoy Peace Delta; 10. 17 days
emoluments; 11.DrP C  Alexander;

"12. Tupolev; 13. Height under 58" and

non-playing of the reverse sweep;
14. Endeavour; 15. Retrospectives on them

were shown at IFFl "93; 16. Chile;
17. Rajeev Bagga (Men) and Manjusha
Pawangadkar (Women): ). 18. Dr K Jesu-
doss: 19. Incheori University, S Korea;
20. V Ravichandran.

was making his test debut for India?
The inaugural tesi was indeed a great
festive occasion, lacking only buntings
and festoons. But what made it really
memorable was the quality of the
cricket played.

Walters scored 59 and 102. A
handsome figure, he batted in the old
classical style and pierced the field with
such delightful strokes that I felt there
could be no better innings. Played in
the lovely setting of a wooded park that

Chepauk was then, not the concrete
jungle it is today, Walters' graceful
batsmanship was an unforgettable
experience. In the line of the great
amateur cricketers, Walters would have
captained England for quite a long time,
but he quit the game after the home
series against Australia in 1934 in
which he substituted for Bob Wyatt as
captain in the Trent Bridge match. His
early exit for the game was widely
regretted.

For India, two players left indelible
impressions. The Yuvaraja of Patiala
was a tall, handsome, athletic young
man and as he came out to the nefs
for a warm up, quite a few members

of the Indian team bent low to offer.

their pranams. The prince, bedecked
in a colourful turban and studded

eardroplets, also won admiration as he.

engaged in a duel with a fiery left arm
fast bowler, Nobby Clark, and scored
64 thrilling runs, his off-drives superb.
Earier, he took a low fiery catch at

qully off Amar Singh to send back

Charlie Bamnett in the England first
innings. The Yuvaraja quit the game,
obviously in disgust, when Vizy was
appointed captain for India’s 1936 tour
of England: -

. by P N SUNDARESAN

- Amar Singh was India’s other star.
His magnificent spell in the post-lunch
session on the first day caused a
collapse of the England middle order;
Amar Singh took four wickets for 21
runs, and it took stem, disciplined
straight-batted  batting by skipper
Douglas Jardine to halt the slide and
retrieve the innings for total of 335.
Amar Singh's final figures were seven
for 44.

Crafty left-arm spin bowling by
Hedley Verity, assisted by another left

arm spinner, John Langridge, on the
firtal day, enabled England to win by
202 runs, but not before Amar Singh
had made a furious 48 in 40 minutes.
Jardine had indeed out-manoeuvred
C K Nayudu, the Indian skipper, who
led India for the last time in this test.:

Only one incident marred this in-

many-ways unforgettable test. In trying

to hook a rising delivery from Clark at
the start of the Indian first innings,
Naomal Jeomal dragged the ball on to
his face and sustained a bad injury. As
Clark returned to his place in the deep
at the end of the over, an irate spectator
flung a stone at him. Luckily it did not
hit Clark. There was an eerie silence
as the fielder picked up the missile and.
siowly walked up to the crowd. But
then there was almost an audible singh
of relief as he quietly placed it outside
the boundary line and went back to
his position. |

Today, a concrete stadium has
blotted out the beautiful park at
Chepauk and cricket is no more a
lovely game. But when Graham
Gooch's England team meet India at
the stadium later this month, there is
likely to be only a-handful of lovers

of the game present who will regret the

_dual trarysfonnation.

contracts, al other limes over capturing
the favours of the most covelable
damsel in the city they were visiting.
This is, of course, apart from the garden
variety intrigues concemning who would
make the test eleven or, more crucially,
the team for the one-dayers. The latter
ensure relatively greater exposure, and,
therefore, prospects for greater revenue
from endorsements for the media.

... The cricket matches themselves
have thereby been reduced to sub-
ordinate and unimporiant events. Our
players have tended to slide-inlo a
“what do we care” altitude. One exfra
factor responsible for this development
is their unceasing lionisalion by the
national press ... (a local achievement
of two and) they are, it is immediately
assumed, all world beaters...

... Consider the tragic case of the
leenager, Sachin Tendulkar. His early
promise js now almost laid to ruins.
The reasons are nol far to seek. If, al
this tender age. one's eamings from
various sources louch, who knows, the
neighbourhood of millions annually,
one's sense of proportion is likely fo
be seriously impaired. Cricket becomes
subordinate to cumulative social
pressures. The impression is fostered
that one is divine, the champion of
champions. How does it matter if one
keeps scoring a duck in match after
match? That is an aberration, account-
ed for by the fact that one has struck
a bad patch. Meanwhile, to cheer one
up. here is a telephone call clinching

the deal for another endorsement, sure
to fetch another 500,000 rupees. -~

But then, why pick, it will besaid, -
on the cricketers alone ... The point is -
well taken. Sloppiness shows up in our
wretched record on the export [ront
resulting in the ever-widening trade gap.
It is equally reflected in sports other than
cricket ... But precisely because of this
awareness thal in other sporis our
performance was nothing lo wrile
home about, little glamour has been
attached to them in popular assessment.
The media have not concentrated on -
any of these games lo any appreciable
extent and the participants have escaped
the fate of being catapulted to celebrity
status.

Cricket, in contrast, has till now.
been played by barely hall-a-dozen
countries. It is not impossible in such
circumstances to throw up a Sunil
Gavaskar or a Kapil Dev Nikhanj
whose individual performance com-
pares most favourably on the inter-
national scale. The advertisement
industry in the country, now enjoying
an annual turnover of around Rs. 15
billion, has therelore zoomed in on our
cricketers ...

Curiosity killed the cat, but Indian
cricket has been killed by the avail-
ability of easy money — and the assort-
ment ol secondary vices which easy
money spawns. A query could yet be
lobbed-in the direclion of the public;
why single oul the crickelers or
sporismen in general, are they nol
exemplifying the same allributes that
characterises our politicians, business-
men, academics, film stars, or, for that
matter, godmen? Making money by
hook or by crook has become the over-
riding national preoccupation. Who-
ever becomes rich by whatever means
— begging, borrowing or slealing — is
immediately elevaled to the status ol
a national hero ...

The Indian crickelters (only) mirror
the sociely and the nation ...
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Musings as well.

A special offer to readers
on our Mailing List

Readers have from time to time written to us over
the past year asking why we do not charge a
subscription for Madras Musings. They are willing
to pay, over a thousand readers have written to us.
But we rather hke our unique position as a free
mailer and still hope to break even on advertising.

And here’s how you could help with that. Do you
have something to sell? Or do you want to buy
something? Do you have an announcement? Or do
you have a message? Advertise your requirements
in Madras Musings SMALLS.

We will give you THREE separate one-centimetre
SMALLS over the next three months at an all-.
inclusive rate of Rs. 100 for the three, if you are

And if you are not on our mailing list, but want-
to get on it, our offer to you'is a rate of Rs. 150/-
for the three SMALLS between January and March

~ We look to you, readers, to build up a lively page
of classified Smalls that will enable Madras
Musings readers to help each other and Madras.

A way to let
Madras Musings help you

NOTE: All cheques to Lokavani-Hall Mark Press
Pvt. Ltd., 62/63 Greames Road, Madras 600 006.
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