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run Madras?

Has anyone got an answer how

it can be done without money?

(By The. Editor)

Lawyers chartered accountants and

fraders are protesting against Pro-
fessional Tax. Gandhians, generals and
principals are protesting against Property

Tax. Associations and companies are

protesting against Sales Tax. Factories -

are protesling against what might be
called 'Environment Tax". And no
doubt we can find someone or another
to protest against any other kind of tax.

In the last few weeks we've been
reading about all these protesters and
we've had our fair share of letlers from
them. While we sympathise with their
feelings about the kind of services they

Death in
the park

(by Simeon Mascarenhas)

isitors to the Vandalur Zoo in -
its early days will doubtless

Rhino that the place was lucky
enough to have. What's happen-
ed to it? It's no longer in the Zoo.
Has it become. as extinct as the.
rest of the species is becoming in
India, where it is being hunted
for its allegedly aphrodisiac
horn?

- One story I've heard is that
a child tossed it an unopened
tetrapack-packed fruit juice and
when the pack did not burst in

‘immovably in its intestines. And .
shortly thereafter the animal
died, even as the Zoo authorities
.were ' going - frantic trying to
diagnose the cause of its ‘llness’.
While officials connected with
the Zoo don't like to confirm this.
‘incident, they do admit that the
same thing happened {0 a spotted .
deer. R
‘Plastic bags, tetrapa(:k
containers etc have since beeni
banned at the zoo. N
' Btnwhscheverwayyonlook;
at uther trasedy, the fault lies’

.‘,‘prachce of these, ‘noble uleals

remember the solitary Indian

the rhino's inside, it lodged itself |

and tb‘ blinding. d"“@aﬂwl . group walked out following a clarifi-

between what we hear about |* .y sought by the Chief Minister on

‘kindness to animals and the. ‘A“lhe Congress Party - ‘split’” in ‘the:

- Legislature. - On  February 10th, the
;,A‘Congr&(l) members were evicled affer.

(MoreonthelooonP 5)

get for what they pay and their highly
erudite arguments about why they
should not pay any more, it strikes us
as passing strange. that there is one
major — and common — omission in
this mess of verbosity.

‘And that is that none of these
eminent leaders or their followers have
come up with a concrete suggestion
about how this city should be run
better, at what cost and how that
cost should be collected. There is at
least one eminent chartered accountant
amongst these protesters whom we've
read of. Perhaps he could give us an
accountant’s picture of what the City's

income is and how much can be done
with it and how. And then, if he feels

more is necessary for a cleaner, better
Madras with efficient public utilities,

perhaps he will tell us how much is

needed, how it is to be spent and how

it is to be collected. We would gladly .

lend these columns to such a detailed
analysis from this accountant or any
other person with ideas on how to run
this city and make it a better place.

It sirikes us that while almast
everyone in this City is always ready
fo protest against any kind of payment
towards it, there are few like a Lion
your Edilor once heard roar from
amongst the pride: *“Tell us how much
should be paid by each person who can
afford it to make Madras a better city
and I'll gladly pay!” To almost every-
one of the prolesters, running the city
well and making ends meet is someone
else’s problem, not their’s. Could they
please make it their problem and come
up with a financial analysis on how fo
make Madras work?.

Opposition role
a puzzle

Abackbench revolt by the Con-

gress(l) in the Legislative Assembly,
some counter-missiles from the ruling
AIADMK, walk-outs and Chief Minister
Jayalalitha's announcement of a few
benelits to the needy — the mixture was
as before, during the shorl session to
discuss the- Govemor's Address. The

only difference this time appeared to
~ have been the coming together of the

two warring groups in the Congress (1),
and the' near-split in the relationship
between the two electoral allies — the
AIADMK and the Congress(l).

* Wha had slarted as a trickle had

“ tumned into a torrent in a matter of 24

hours. On February 8th, V Dhanda-

~ yudapani and a few other Congress(l)

members. ‘walked oul lollowmg what

. they lhought was - arl unsal&sfactoryr :
- answer to theif questions on the blasting
ol the Gandhi statue at Villupuram.
* The next day, the entire Congress(l) -

=f7be|n3 named followmg Congress(l)_'];

accusations that a Govemnment re-
solution on Hindi imposition through
Doordharsan was politically molivated.
And on february 12th, Congress(l)
boycotted the Assembly altogether.
Rough houses there have been in
the House in the past, and there will

probably continue to be. Aberations
loo. But they are on a small scale
compared lo the members’ counterparts

elsewhere in the country, where such

“incidents are commonplace because

both: ruling and opposition parties have
no control over their members.
‘ (Continued on P3)

The South

(by A Staff Reporter)

| There may. have been a slight- drop .
in the number of films made in the -
South in 1992, compared to 1991
(naturally, NOT in' Tamil, the leader - ,
- and 89 (94)in Malayalam There were -
also 46 Hindi films, two English ones
‘and_oné ‘each. in Sanskril, Onya 2 Quall
Bengah and Maralhn made Lo di ‘

by far), but the industry continues to

* chum them out despite the challenges
" of Doordarshan, Cable TV, Star TVf |
' etc videos and whal nat
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the arrow and struggle through.

Once cleaned, then forgotten

lly Simon, formerly of the American Centre Library and at present
the life and soul of the Indo-American Association, will weep when |
she sees this picture if she hasn't already done so on seeing the scene: |
in the Law Co]lcse campus in person. The obelisk towering over the'
scrub forest is the Hynmer's Obelisk dating to the 1680s. And in the-
vaults below it are buried Joseph Hynmers of the Madras Council and |
the young David Yale. Elibu Yale, to be a memorable Governor of Madras |
from 1687, had married the widow Hynmers and David Yale was their |
son. Joseph Hynmers, Yale's best friend and a fellow Councilior; died
in May 1680 and David Yale, four years old, in January 1688. Yale:
commemorated both with this memorial.

A few years ago, aspartoftbccommmoubonofﬂe tercentenary §
of the oldest municipal body in India, the Madras Corporation, wlndl; :
was inaugurated by Governor Yale, there was a revival of interest in |
Yale in the Cnty, mainly due to the efforts of Dolly Simon. As part of |
that effort, in which U S Consul-General John Stempel played 2 notable. |
role, the Archaeological Survey of India cleaned up this monument and
its surroundings, and even the neighbouring Powney Vault became |.
visible again. There were even some contributions from alumni of famed |
Yale University in the US — which took its name from bemfadormt
Yale — and that helped in tbeckamnsupdﬁcbdswdlsm? .
access o it. But now the ‘jungle tide’ has taken over once again — and: |
the only way to get to the Jast surviving memorials in what's left of |
the first British cemetery in Madras is to part the tborny scrub Mow 1

No doubt, after this picture and these lines appear, there'll be'a H -
cleaning-up process again. But why can't this be done on an ongoing |
basis? Aren’t the authorities at waoﬂegcconmofhmry— even:
if looking after ancient monuments is not their job? 1

There is also 2 moral in this story. Conservation anddmng wp- |
are all well and good. But ntmustbeaconﬁnmspmas Once done |-
and thereafter forgolten is neither conservation nor acleaner- |
Madras. (P}mlugmph VS RAG!IAVAN)

-

shll churns them out f;

Tnall 565ftlmswereproducedm n.ebuucofumeﬁm\mm};

‘ lhe South in 1992, 52 less than the.
previous year. These included 185 in’
Tamil, three more than in 1991 146
(172)in Te!ugu, 93(91)in Kannada-j'_"
- only India: but. ko’ the- world

Ienmolsheernumbaso(ﬂm

- of Madras film_ technicians.: Madras.

in_Madras. And. with Bombay pm-
dtmsshﬂptdamslln ;
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BOOKS

Disciplinary Action need not bother you any
more! “A Guide to Dismissal & Termi-
nation” Pages 260. Rs. 75/- can help you
immensely. Phone: 446902.

ant 1o be a Medical Representative and

earn money and position? Ask lor
CAREER by Nadkarni, fram Affiliated
East-West Press, 62 A, Ormes Road,
Madras 6§00 010.

CONSULTANCY

Legal consultant available for consultations
on property development, P.F., ESI, §Si
Units registration etc. Contact: V SUNDARAM,
Ph: 417012,

FOR RENT

New. partly furnished bungalow 2500-s.ft, at
Neelangarai available for rent —
Company/bank fease preferred. No brokers.
Contact S. Radhakrishan: 837046.

SUitable for EXPORT GARMENT FACTORY,
GODOWN, TWO FLOORS. ONE BIG
SHOWROOM. Total accommodation
5000 Sq.it. Opposite Chennai Bottling
Company, on Poonamaliee Hi%h Road.
Contact: 4830714 & 4835051 (RASHEED).

FOR SALE

First time best quality picture postcards on
par with international standards available
on Tamil Nadu, Kerafa, Karnataka and Goa.
Contact producers: The Visual Information of
India, 181, Luz Church Road, Mylapore,
Madras-600 004. Phone: 72786.

Four wood & cane occasional chairs; 1
refectory table suitable for a small board
room; set of 5 glass-topped tables; 2 wooden
cots; one bell matat Kerala uruli for Rs. 8000/-
Ccentact: Tel. 473662.

ATIONAL — Computermatic Dishwasher
— B50W (Unused) If interested
dial 452180.

One teak-wood rocking chair. Early
American style. As new. Phone: 458486
before 9.30 a.m.

Sale — large collection whole-world stamps.
Balaram, MRC Nagar, Madras-28.
Phone: 838257, 838613.

REAL ESTATE

At Mogapair West, 5th Sector. Developed
plat, 45 x 70 Sq.Ft. with fully sanctioned
plan of Ground floor and First Floor. FOUR
FLATS and THREE SHOPS can be con-
structed. Four people can jointly avail.
Contact; 4830714 & 4835051 (RASHEED).

Al Vyasarpadi Industrial Estate —
4%, grounds with built up Factory cum
Office structure of approx. 300 sq metres and
rear store rooms — Vacant possession. Only
genuine buyers to contact phone No. §10032
for details and inspection.

Arch'stect designed two-bedroom fiats (675 to
1000 sq.ft.) at Sree Sayee Nagar, Madras
{near Chinm(%a Nagar). Promoters: MANI
SERVICING CO., Ph: 4823862; Architect: VG.
SUNDAR, Ph: 6260088.

BUNGALOW on Two Grounds. Centraily
located at Kathipara Junction, St. Thomas
Mount. Built up area 2300 Sq.Ft. Inclusive of
Garage. Suitable for COMPANY GUEST
HOUSEIOFFICE/RESIDENCE. CONTACT.
Tele: 2344502,

Floors — 2400 Sq.Ft. — Office Building —

Avadi (58-A, MTH Road) — adjacent o
Check Post & Girls High School, Poonamallee,
Tiruvalloor, Madras Junction — Contact:
Er L. Munivelu, Res: 5212346, OH: 6260854,
6263926.

SERVICES

Physiolherapy and rehabilitation services for
the orthopedically and neurologically
affected. Pain relie! using the latest non-
invasive electrotherapy. Contact: Prem Cante,
Fiat D1 10, Anands, 50 Lattice Bridge Road,
Tiruvanmiyur, Madras 600 047. Phone: 411914,
{neat Thyagaraja Theatre}. House visils

arranged.

SITUATIONS VACANT

MBA Marketing, preferably with experience,
for a group dealing with Finance and
Capital Market-related products. Apply to:
Mis Data Scan Pwt Ltd., First Floor, Habib

Complex, No. 3 Durgabhai Deshmukh Road,.

Madras-600 028.

Space Seflers — Full Time required by Buil's
Eye. Apply to: Mfs Bull's Eye, First Floor,
Habib Complex, No. 3 Durgabhai Deshmukh
Road, Madras-600 028.

TRANSLATION

Authenlic. accurate TRANSLATION/INTER-
PRETATION services from/fto the foll,
languages: Cantoneso, .German, French,
Russian, Spanish, Italian, Japanese, Chiness,
Arabic, Mandarin, Swedish, Portuguese, Latin,
Kniean, Austrian, Polish, Regional-Indian,
Professional service, reasonable charges.
Contact: Veeraraghava Mukkala, Shop 45, Ist
Floor, 20 Kasi Chetty St., Madras 600 078.

‘);'

Law of the two & 3-wheelers

t was with much fanfare that
e four-lane traffic scheme
was inaugurated on a short
stretch of Mount Road some
months ago. The columas of this

- journal carried many views,

including those of Prof. N S
Srinivasan, who had advised on
the scheme and is in the process
of preparing a plan for its

‘extension upto Kathipara

Junction. Certainly, this stretch
of Mount Road is a pleasure to
travel on, most of the time, these
days — whatever the reasons for
the success of the scheme. But,
in the past few weeks, The Man
From Madras Musings has found
the scheme beginning to creak at
the seams.

Over sevetal trips on this
stretch since the beginning of
this year, MMM has found that
both buses and cars appear to
follow the new rules fairly rigo-
rously. In fact, MMM found only
one bus breaking the rules, by
racing along the road and swing-
ing right across it at almost the
same speed to overtake another
bus, thereby almost crashing into
a couple of unsuspecting cars in
THEIR lane. This incident was
watched by three policemen —
and none took aay action, not
even trying to note the vehicle’s
number!

But this is the least example
of the Law turning a blind eye
to what is happening on this
stretch. Every day of the week
and worse on Sundays, two-
wheelers and autos ply this
stretch as though they are a law
unto themselves. They merrily
switch lanes and weave in an out
of traffic just like in the bad old
days. totally oblivious of the fact
that they have a lane to them-
selves, And all this in full view
of at least half a dozen policemen
who man the stretch!

The worst example of this
callous indifference to law, order
and regulation was when The
Man From Madras Musings was
on his way to the Test match on
that excitement-packed Sunday.
At the Connemara junction,
there were at least twenty two-
wheelers straddling ALL four
lanes as they waited for the red
light to change. Every scooter
bore a well dressed young or
middle-aged man and a well-
dressed wife or girlfriend. And
everyone was in a cheerful
mood. Except for the lone and
harried policemen, who kept
repeatedly asking those scooters
in the wrong LANES to get into
the ONLY lane that was theirs.
But do you think anyone would
move? Not on your life! These
EDUCATED gentry and their
EDUCATED womenfolk would
only nod their heads at every-
thing the policeman requested,
or smile blankly, and DO NOTH-
ING. And he, poor man,
appeared to be so helpless that he

 seemed ready to cry. Then, as

the lights changed to green, the
lot raced away, almost running
the policeman over, and sped
down the Higginbotham's
stretch any which way.

Now if the EDUCATED could
behave like this, what could be
expected of autodrivers? But if
only the regulations were
enforced, the EDUCATED and
UNEDUCATED would not quite
behave in this way, MMM is
sure. And unless that is done, no
scheme Prof Srinivasan dreams
up can be a success in Madras.

The film business
Tbe short note last fortnight by

Madras Musings’ Cinema
Correspondent and the statistics
the Editor has chosen to include
on Page One this fortnight taken
together would seem to indicate
that a lot of people in the film
industry are likely to get hurt if
the present disagreement con-
tinues for long between the stars
and the producers, Intrigued by
the divergent views put forward
by the two sides, The Man From
Madras Musings decided to do a
little delving of his own and
came up with a whole lot of
surprising statistics.

Of the 172 Tamil films made
last year and reported on, 141
flopped! Of the rest, only five ran
for more than 175 days, one ran
for 150 days and 25 enjoyed
1C0-day runs! It is stated that

When the conversation
turned to the Indian religious
and sculptural influence in Java,
Bali, Malacca, Cambodia, Laos
etc, and when it was mentioned
that Indian culture crossed the
seas from the ports of Kalinga
and those of Tamil Nadu, such
as Mamailapuram, Mylapore and
Poompuhar, he said, ‘“‘How
strange that none of your
beautiful sculptures show the
boats you used to reach those
countries!’’ That HAD to be a
question from Wyllie — for he
had once built the “World's
largest paper boat'' as an exercise
in sculpturel But it was also a
question that stumped everyone
— and Wyllie's shrewd eyes in
a babyface twinkled.

With the Orissa Government
in the process of trying to re-
create the passage from Kalinga
tc Java, MMM would have

SHORT’N’ $W\PPY

the flops lost, in all, over Rs, 50
crores! The cost of making these
films ranged from Rs. 75 lakhs
to Rs. 200 lakhs, with the stars
responsible for about a third of
the cost — and sometimes as
much as 40 per cent.

MMM learns that the fees
being paid to the stars go as high
as Rs. 1 crore plus for Rajinikant
and is about Rs. 60-75 lakhs for
Kamal Hasan. Prabhu, Satyaraj,
Sharat Kumar and Vijayakanth
apparently each earn Rs. 30-40
lakhs per film. On the other
hand, the top five heroines earn
nothing like this; their fees,
apparently, are around a
“meagre’’ Rs. 3-5 lakhs per
film,
There is also another side to
this fees business. Rajinikant’s
‘plus’ comes from the fact that
he has recently been negotiating
the distribution rights for his
films too and insisting that he
gets them for the cash-rich,
theatre-heavy districts of the two
Arcots and Chengalpattu. When
he, in turn, sells those rights,
that PLUS looks very, very
attractive.

If in a free market economy
production costs are too high
because the stars want exorbitant
fees, the answer doesn't strike
MMM as being a ‘boycott’.
Rather, given the failure rate,
what makes sense is to make
fewer fiims — and ensure the
thirty or forty are successes,
whatever they cost. It is up to the
producers to rethink their film-
making strategy — and make not
any and every film but only films
with a reasonable chance of
success. What is needed is more
discrimination from the makers.
MMM looks forward to that in
1993; flipping over to those
Page 1 statistics again, MMM
hopes there will be fewer but
better films made in the South.

No sculptured ships

Scotﬁsh sculptor George Wyllie

who created a stir during
‘Cricket Week' in Madras by
building a shrine to the game in
India(see page 76«8) proved tobe
a perceptive student of the local
art scene, present, past and
ancient. Chatting with his
fellow-guests at a dinner one
night, he had a particularly
shrewd observation to rnake to
which local historians, artists
and critics had no real answer.

thought there would have been
some kind of pictorial evidence
of a day long forgotten. Art
historian Nandita Krishna told
Whyllie that she had seen the
boats in the sculpture of one of
the eastern countries which had
been the beneficiary of Hindu
culture. “‘Yes, my dear,’" said
Wyllie, ‘‘you may have seen it
there, but why didn't your
people do it for posterity HERE?
Does anyone know what your
ancient boats looked like?'’ And
no one did. Perhaps the Editor
of MM would be willing to offer
space to anyone with illustra-
tions and information about the
boats the Pallavas and Cholas
used to take the culture of India
to the lands of the east.

In briet

* Speaking at the recent Con-
vocation of a local management
and communications institute,
the loquacious — and humorous
— Dr Venkatasubramaniam,
first and former Vice-Chancellor
of the Central University,
Pondicherry, recalled that he
had been the first to introduce a
course in Public Sector Manage-
ment. And, be recalled, his
determination to have such a
course arose from a definition he
had once heard from an eminent
Indian of what a Block Deve-

lopment Officer was. That
definition apparently went
something like this: A BDO is a
blockhead who blocks develop-

ment in a block, thereby making -

its 70000 citizens suffer! Have
things changed any since that
definition and the Pondicherry
course, Dr. V.?

% The R P Goenkas, after pull-
ing down one of the two remain-
ing towers of Spencer’s and
making no commitment about
the last vestiges of that grand old
building still standing, have
begun work on making
Spencer’s a major name again in
the department store business.
To inaugurate the work on
Spencer’s Superstore recently,
there was on hand Sir Nicholas
Fenn, the British High Commis-
sioner in India, and Lady Fenn.
The presence of the Fenns was
not because of the 1865 British
heritage of Spencer's of Madras,
but because Fitch RS, a British
firm that specialises in designing
retailing shops, will be working
on the new Spencer's. Strange
that, at the inauguration, the
representative of a nation
known for its dedication to
conservation, made no mention
about the Spencer's tradition —
when it showed India the way
to retailing and catering — nor
of the need to preserve some
memorial of its grand old
building that was a landmark in
the South. Nor was it mentioned
whether Fitch's directors, while
studying present trends in retail-
ing in India, also looked at the
need to commemorate Spencer’s
heritage in some way.

* The Madras High Court
recently ruled that the right to
street-hawking did NOT provide
for occupying or squatting on
any place on the pavement,
regardiess of the rights of other
citizens. Street, peddling,
observed Justice K S Baktha-
vatsalam, was subject to reason-
able restrictions which the State
Government might choose to
impose. Will the judgement

‘strengthen Government's hands

in cleaning up the pavements of
the city, or will Government
choose to ignore its implications
now that the immediate need —
cleared pavements around the
Nehru Stadium during the recent
international tournament — is

over? MMM

We continue our offer

Do you have something to sell? Or do you want
to buy something? Do you have an announcement?
Or do you have a message? Advertise your

requirements in Madras Musings SMALLS.

We have had several letters from readers
requesting us to continue our special offer. So, we
are pleased to give you THREE separate one-
centimetre SMALLS before the July 1stissue at an
all-inclusive rate of Rs. 100 for the three, if you are
on our Mailing List.

And if you are not on our mailing list, but want

to get on it, our offer to you is a rate of Rs. 150 for

the three SMALLS before July 1st.

We look to you, readers, to build up a lively page
of Classifed Smalls that will enable Madras |
Musings readers to help each other and Madras
i Musings as well. .

NOTE: All cheques to Lokavani-Hall Mark Press |

Pvt. Ltd., 62/63 Greames Road, Madras 600 006.
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Revealing the source

Severai readers have responded to
‘Thoughts for the New Year' sent in by
Dr Beatrix D'Souza and published in MM
Febl.Amongs! them are these writers, who
sent copies of the original — which we
publish alongside. It
repelition — but these are words worthy of
repetition.

— THE EDITOR

| am sharing the source — It is from

St. Paul's Church, Baltimore, Dt. 1692.
S Uma

26 Dhanalakshmi Colony

S M Nagar (PO)

Madras 600 062.

The passage is known as ‘DESIDERATA'

and i found in Old Saint Paul’s Church,
Baltimore. Dated 1692.

Ravi

Direclor & Chiel Lxecutive

Mercuri Goldmann

(India) Pvt. Ltd.

No. 988, 12th Main,

1st Cross, HAL 2nd Stage,

Bangalore 560 008.

he author of the passage, quoted by
Dr. D'Souza, happens lo be Max

Fhrmann. | am enclosing a copy of the entire

passage which is titled ‘DESIDERATA". |
came across this piece of writing some years
ago in Delhi and | was so impressed with
the wisdom contained in it that | got it typed,

framed and hung on the wall in front of my

working table in my sludy at home.
R C Narayanan
Principal (Retd.)
Delhi College of Engineering
T 59 B, 32nd Cross Street
Madras 600 090.

Cost of relief

'I'he cost of reliel you have mentioned in

MM (Feb. 1) — 25 ps for urinal, 50 ps
toilets and Rs. 2/- for bath — is well and
good if it is accepled by both the parties.

The authorilies and our leaders, con-
sidering the scavengers' condition, decided
on these pay-and-use toilets, bul you have
not considered the opinion of the payers
(citizens of Madras city). For example,
consider these cases.

1) G T Court back side. Public with good
dress and also police constables in uni-
form pass urine standing on the roadside.

2) MU C Club platform has been converted
into a bus stand. A public latrine is
existing even then. Masses (among them
bank employees and Corporation offi-
cials) pass urine on platform behind the
buses standing there, and a bad smell
is prevailing.

3) In North Madras Tollgate also the same
thing is happening, As soon as the bus
comes and stops, the driver and con-
ductor pass urine on the walls near the
platform and afterwards go to the time-
keeper.

This shows thal public is not wilfing lo
pay and use latrines. Such being the case,
it is only a compulsion of the leaders and
authorities for the sake of one community.
The public says it is @ new lax created in
Tamil Nadu by the DMK and AIADMK.

A humble suggestion to the Corporation.
It can conlinue these pay-and-use loilets
charging TEN (10) paise and paying the
balance from ils revenue, as the laxes it
collects are meant for this purpose. Then the
Corporation can ask the Police to arrest and
fine people at least Rs. 5/- (Rs. 50, in areas
like Mount Road, T. Nagar, Anna Nagar
elc) 1o keep the city neat and clean.

Manickam Mudaliar
Shanker Chetty
Dayasagar

K P Raja

J Joseph

Madras 600 001.

U.S. ‘brain-draining’

lrefer o the objective and splendid cover-
age (MM )an. 1) of the presentation by

Dr Joan Jenson on Indian immigrants in the

USA. As the person who “did his homework

well”", may | point out that out of the

may be a bit of a -

13 major issues referred to by me, the most
important was ‘The politics of immigration’
studiedly practised by the US Immigration
authorities. Ms Jenson's silence on the key
issues raised by me was indeed baffling and
paradoxical. Maybe she did not anticipate
that her presentation would provoke studied
responses from the Madras audiencel
The fact remains that, of late, India is
making efforts to step up the quality of its
human resources, employing funds raised
from within the country and borrowed from
affluent countries, including the USA. As
such, it is a strange irony that the USA is
‘skill-draining’ and ‘brain-draining’ India,
since nothing but the best of brains and skills

~ would qualify to gain entry 1o the USA,

which professes to usher in a New World
Order of the Bush and Baker variety.

Dr K john Mammen

Prof. of Economics, CReNIEO

1, First Street

Haddows Road

Madras 600 006.

Honoured, NOT worshipped

The article ‘A Madras solution o
Ayodhya’ (MM Jan. 16) was timely and
appropriate at this vital juncture in Indian
history. However, | am obliged lo make a
clarification on one very imporiant point.
Without in any way wishing to start a
religious debate in these columns, | must
point out that Mary, the privileged woman
chosen to bring Jesus Christ into our mortal
world, is honoured and NOT
worshipped. Hence, in no circumstances,
can she be called ‘Divine’ Mother. Only
God, the three-in-one God in the case of
Christianity, is worshipped; any other
important person or figure is honoured.
Churches may be built in their honour and
named for/fhem, but in all cases it is God
who is worshipped.
Simeon Mascarenhas
A-4 Ram's Square
34 Village Road
Madras 600 034.

Opportunity appreciated

¢ ¢ TDice & Paise in word and picture”
(MM Feb. 1) presented by K Rama-
murhy, was very useful to me since I had

a good opportunity to see all those very old
coins through your jounal. Thank you and

Mr Ramamurthy for lakir 3 such pains to

give a comect picture aboul the pice and
paise.

Malathy Nagarajan

Bharathidasan Mandram

51 Sudharsan Street

Cuddalore 607 001.

Help the jobseeker

It is really a tough task for job seekers to

complete the process of sending appli-
cations for employment. Some companies
ask for bio-data, copies of testimonials,
passport size photographs elc. There are
some who wan! [PO enclosed along with
the application form.

The sad side of all this is that, after
sending all these and spending a good sum
of money, job seekers do not gel any reply.
This unhealthy practise may be restricted and
employers may start scanning the candidates
based only on their bio-data on a piece of
plain paper. They can ask for testimonials
at the time of interview. This may help many
a jobseeker who sends histher application
with borrowed money.

R Srinivasprabhu
117 CPWD Qtrs.
Madras 600 090.

Service to Madras

You are doing the citizens of Madras a
service by bringing to the notice of

right-thinking people the short-sighted policies
of the Government and MMDA.

LNC Jesudason -

Ocean Crest
AC/25 Anna Nagar
Madras-600 040

Desiderata

Go placidly amid the noise and
haste, and remember what
peace there may be in silence. As
far as possible, without surrend-
er, be on good terms with all
persons. Speak your truth
quietly and clearly; and listen to
others, even the dull and igno-
rant; they too have their story.
Avoid loud and aggressive
persons, they are vexatious to
the spirit. If you compare
~ yourself with others, you may
become vain and bitter, for
always there will be greater and
lesser persons than yourself.
Enjoy your achievements as well
as your plans.

Keep interested in your own
career, however humble; it is a
real possession in the changing
fortunes of time. Exercise
caution in your business affairs,
for the world is full of trickery.
But let this not blind you to what
virtue there is; many persons
strive for high ideals, and every-
where life is full of heroism.

Be yourself. Especially, do
not feign affection. Neither be
cynical about love; for in the face
of all aridity and disenchantment
it is perennial as the grass.

Take kindly the counse! of
the years, gracefully surrender-
ing the things of youth. Nurture
strength of spirit to shield you in
sudden misfortune. But do not
distress yourself with imagin-
ings. Many fears are born of
fatigue and loneliness. Beyond a
wholesome discipline, be gentle
with yourself.

You are a child of the
universe, no less than the trees
and the stars; you have a right
to be here. And whether or not
it is clear to you, no doubt the
universe is unfolding as it
should.

Therefore be at peace with
God, whatever you conceive
Him to be. And whatever your
labours and aspirations, in the
noisy confusion of life, keep
peace with your soul.

With all its sham, drudgery
and broken dreams, it is still a
beautiful world. Be cheerful*
Strive to be happy.

* Two of those who've written
in use the word ‘careful’ here.

Some thoughts
on Rahukalam

The mention in Madras
Musings, February 16th,
that well-known dancer
Alarmel Valli attributed the
problems she had at a recital
to Rahukalam, prompted
reader M. SETHURAMAN fo
send in this piece.

— THE EDITOR

There is a small temple dedicated to

Lord Subramanya at Adambakkam,
a quiet suburb of Madras. On Friday
momings and Tuesday evenings the
temple is flooded by housewives, the
small precincts almost bursting at the
seams! They come nol to invoke the
main deity, but lo pay homage o a
minor Goddess Durga installed in a
niche in the outer wall of the main
sanctum. It is said that this Goddess

the Rahukalam for Thursday. This is
the fifth word (Th). Multiply 5 by
1%. Add the result to 6 a.m., which
is daybreak. You get 13%. This is
equivalent to 1-30 p.m. Rahukalam for
that day starts at 1-30 p.m. and lasts
till 3.00 p.m. Similagy. the 90-minute
period can be cakculated for all the days
of the week on a 24-hour day basis.

Although Rahukalam of any day
is bad, that occurring on Sunday,
between 4.30 to 6.00 p.m., is said to
be positively sinister! Since Sunday is
a general holiday, and the holiday spisit
runs high on such evenings, leading to
recklessness, any accident is attributed
to Rahukalam! Engagements fixed for
Sunday evenings are started either a
few minules before or a few minutes
after thisperiod. This is supposed to
remove its bad effects! It may be
recalled that the new cabinet

® by M. SETHURAM

blesses those who pray to her during
Rahukalam (the hour of Rahu).
Rahukalam is the inauspicious ninety
minutes period of a day. During this
time, no new venture or joumey may
be started! People avoid it as a plague,
but how a celestial being revels in it
is baffling.

The observance of Rahukalam is
not confined to Hindus alone. Many
Christians and Muslims in South India
also observe it. This noxious period
occurs al different times, depending on
the day of the week. There is a simple
memory-aid to remembering when
Rahukalam is on each day of the week.
It runs thus: Mother SAw Father
With THe TUrban SUddenly.

The first fetter of each word
corresponds to the starting letter of the
day of the week. The memory-aid
thoughtfully takes into account the first
two letters for days starting with the
same first letler, thus avoiding
ambiguity.

The time at which the period starts
is indicaed by the pasition of the word
in the line. Suppose you want to find

of Narasimha Rao was swom in at
7.00 p.m., on January 17, 1993, a
Sunday. This was 'to give a wide
margin for Rahukalam!

While writing about Rahukalam,
I cannot forget a Swiss businessman
who lived in Madras about four
decades back. Whenever he went out
to meet his business contacts, he used
to make sure from his Indian assistant
that Rahukalam was not lurking about.
The Indian assistant, overcome by
curiosity, asked him one day how be,
a man from a different culture and
religion, had come to observe Rahu-
kalam. The worthy businessman
replied, "'l am following the customs
of this Jand. ] must respect the religious
practices of the people | deal with. If
I meet a customer during Rahukalam,
he is likely to ask me to meet him at
a more propitious time. Some have
been so strong in their belief that they
have refused to do business with me,
all because | had approached them
during Rahukalam! That way I had lost
a few customers early in my career. |
have leamt. Now | am careful!”

Opposition

(Continued from Pi)

Compared lo those places, the Tamil
Nadu Assembly would appear 1o be an
oasis of culture.

And it isasa consequence of that
cultural milieu that falks have been
possible at the highest levels to iron out
the differences between the Congress(l)
and the AIADMK, which did not taken
the Congress(l) attacks on it lving
down; the Chief Minister herself
accused some Congress (1) leaders of
crilicising her Govemnmient vehemently
outside the House and sofipedalling
their criticisms inside it.

The crux of the matter is that the
Tamil Nadu Assembly did function
with the main Opposition and its leader
away from the House. Can an
Assembly function without the Leader
of the Opposition? The Congress(t) is
the main Opposilion. even if it was an
ally of the AIADMK. and its promise
had been that it would provide con-

‘structive opposition.

According to Subash C Kasyap.
former Secretary-General of the Lok
Sabha, “'the Leader of the Opposition
must be one who is in Opposition o

the Govemment and is nol ils
supporier. In countries which have
modelled their polity on the British
paltemn. it is mandatory that every
section of the House is cither with the
Govemnment or in opposition to it. In
this matter. the position in India is
complex because of the lack of a
healthy two-party syslem™

The view from
Fort St George

by
R.K.K.

The position of the Opposition in
the Tamil Nadu Assembly in this

conlext does puzzle lay minds. | wonder
whether constitutional experts should
have a say on what is happening in
India or whether il would be enough
for theSpeaker of the Assembly lo say
that so and so will perform the duties
of the Opposition .

* %k

During the debale, it was made
clear that Tamil Nadu stood firm on
the two-language formula and that
English should be continued till all the -
languages in the counlry were given
official status; Hindi alone could not be
made the official language.

Thé Chief Minister assured the
House that special police teams would
unravel the mystery behind the three
bomb blasts in the Stale in recent times.
Her information. however, she said.
was that the LTTE was not in any way
connecled with these incidents.

She also promised a separate
corporation soon for the speedy

development of such infrastructure for
industry as land, power and waler. This:

“was necessary as the State was

receiving top priority from foreign
investors, she added. :
And PMK member S Ramachand- -
ran wanted closure of all possible
avenues that enabled access to liquor
and suggested the State ask the 10th
Finance Commission o compensate the
revenue losses likely lo be incurred by. -
implementing prohibition..
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Dominique Lapierte cannot let you

down. He looks exactly like you've
always wanted him to — big built,
casually clad, exotically accented and
comfortably propped on smooth show-
manship. An insatiable love {or the less-
privileged whom he refers to as “the
likes of the world™ burns within him,
even as he reaffinms his faith: “You can
survive any bad experience if you
know how {o fight against it. My time
in Calcutta right through the City of Joy
had taught me a lot about the capacity
of man to be bigger than adversity.”
Author of Mountbatten and Indepen-
dent India, City of Joy, Beyond Love.
and co-authorof Freedom at Midnigh
and several otheribooks.Lapierre wriles
in.French, is read in morethana dozen
languages, including Hindi, and
believes he was a richshawpuller in his
last birth.

He docked in Madras (a few weeks
ago) for a day while aboard the cruise
ship Mermoz with 550 very affluent
tourists “"who averaged 90 years”. He
joined them in Bombay and travelled
with them to Goa, Cochin, Madras,
Shri Lanka and on to the Seychelles.
While afloat, he would lecture to them
on his “love affair with India”. He took
them to Mamallapuram and Kanchi-
puram {o show them “'some of the mast
beautiful monuments of India... and
also the life and some of the problems
of the country™.

Shortly after they touched Tamil
Nadu shores, and the gentle waves of
the Bay of Bengal lulled them into
siesta, Lapierre stepped out alone for
a few private moments with the land
of his love, only to be trapped by
Madras Doordarshan and, later, by a
buoyant press at the Park Sheraton.
After the press was thrown out, he
spent over an hour at the Danai
Bookshop signing warm wishes and
greetings on his books, heady with the
aroma of fresh print and crisp paper.
The reading public of Madras mobbed

" L B

“Syill smaller, please... the Budget’s
in the offing, you know!”

IN MAD. MAD MADRAS

...and talks
of joy
and hope

him. unmindful of the fact that they
were missing their footing and stumb-
ling over Lapierre litles and tomes,
precariousty stacked all over the tiny
bookstore. There was excilement and
cheer and quick exchanges between the
well-read and the less read and tha
made it possible for everyone to tell him
how much (s)he enjoyed reading that.
particular book he was signing — some
even managed a quick discussion! An
hour later, at Landmark, the scerario
was the same.

The press in their characteristic
manner grilled Lapierre and he parried
their volleys with devastating
enthusiasm. Saddened by the Ayodhya
misfortune. he said, he came to India
lo pray for communal harmony. To-
gether with Mother Teresa and
Shabana Azmi he offered prayers for
peace at Raj Ghat in Delhi. In the
context of the extensively researched
Freedom at Midnight he looks at
Ayodhya: "The people of India had
followed Gandhiji on the road to
Independence but somehow had not
really understood, or made theirs, his
message of love and nonviolence.
{think that is one of the biggest
problems of India.” His investigations
tell him that communal harmony has
not really been broken. “Much of what
happened was a matter of goondas,
triggered by real eslale people wanting
to appropriate for themselves. | think
also that the press and the media have
played the thing so highly that they

‘have in a sense inloxicated the country

with this problem... This is only a
temporary setback. In a slum like the
City of Joy where you have 75,000
people, about equally divided between
Muslims and Hindus, the people know
that they cannot afford communal
violence. When you have lo fight
every day agains! all the odds — your
landlords, lack of water, ack of medical
care, you are bound together lo
survive. They do not lose hope even
in *he worst circumstances because they
have retained this capacity to love, to
share, lo celebrate...”
About the film City of oy, he says,
“| think it's a beautiful film. It carries
the message of hope, of courage, of
sharing, that | wanted to put into the
book. The performances of Om Puri
and Shabana Azmi are Oscar material.
| get goose pimples every time they
arrive in Calcutta from their village and
every time I'm really caught with this
story in fraternity, in humanity. This
Om Puri is the mosi human man on
earth — when he opens a box and
takes out a seed of a flower and says
to his family, ‘this comes from our farm
and we are going to plant this in the
pot and by the time this grows | would
have collected the money so you can
get mamried’ — it is something un-
believable. It was an enormous success.
More than 20 lakh Frenchmen have
seen it. It is all over Europe right now.
In France it's playing in 287 cinemas
(Continued on P5)

ere's a little heard story about an

industrial giant. Chemplast, of the
Madras-based Sanmar group, set up ils
subsidiary Metkem Silicon in 1986 to
spearhead ils trailblazing scientific efforts
to manulfacture silicon with wholly
indigenous technology. This endeavour
of the group has put India on the global
scene by making it one of the six
countries in the world to have
developed and commercialised poly-
silicon and monocrystalline silicon
production from scratch.

Though fumed silica had been
derived, the company, back in the mid-
seventies, was scouling around in
search of a technology to make a pure
version of silicon called polycrystalline
silicon (PCS). PCS finds wide usage for
pholoelectric and electronic  grade
applications.

Quite unfazed it got in touch with
Indian Institule of Science, Bangalore,
and in a joint venture hit the jackpot
in 1982. The technology was dis-
covered but, alas, the equipment
required lo test the efficacy of the
product was missing even as the US
continued to dither in selling its
equipment. But as the saying goes,
when the going gets tough, the tough
get going. The equipment was manu-
factured in ten days flat and the
crystalline sample was sent 1o NASA
for approval.

The story now takes a new tum.

The US authorities,who had lill then

Simpson’s, 150-years-old-and-more and enjoying the status of
flagship of the Amalgamations Group, has always had a sense of history.

THE
NEW ...

shown hesilation to  provide  the
said technology, perked up at the
quality of the Indian samples. And il
would interest readers lo learn that
India ended up forking out a couple of
millions as fee for a lechnology it had
already developed on its own!

The trick was pretty neal. Once the
US learnt that our samples were jusl
as good as their product, it benevolently
offered to sell us ils technology. India,

blithely unaware ol the pioneering
efforts of the South-based company,
parted with a cool amounl as tech-
nology [ee.

The dirty games aparl, this story
should stand as a slout example that
we obviously have what it takes to
challenge the besl in the world. The
prospects of Super 301 looming large
on the horizon, should least threaten
us, given the wealth of our brains and
the guts at our disposal. But somewhere
along the line things slart going
haywire. Call it infrastructural snafu or
national apathy towards R&D efforts.

Chemplast slands a pioneer today
in areas ol silicon application, PVC
manufaclure and a host of other
chemicals. And the sheer size of the
Rs. 1000 crore Sanmar group with its
tentacles spread in diverse areas, and
its vast man-power base, are features
that can hardly be ignored.

Its archives still preserve drawings and specifications of the palanquins,
coaches and carriages it built in its first years, and honoured in its main
hall is its first factory bell which tolled the hours of work and rest when
Simpson’s was located where the Cosmopolitan Club now is. To
commemorate all these years and the passing hours, Simpson’s has now
installed a clock at the junction of Dr Radhakrishnan Salai and the
Marina. The elegant clock, in a metallic blue with gold embellishment
and numerals, is suitably old world in design, rather reminding older
viewers of the gaslight era and nightingales singing in Berkley Square.
Equally appropriate is the choice of location — for it was on this road
falling into the Marina that, in the days when it was called Edward
Elliot's Road, S Anantharamakrishnan, *J’ to all who knew him and
founder of the Amalgamations Group, lived and where the family still
live. But there is an angle or two — not the one featured here — at which
the clock tends to obscure the
view from Dr Radhakrishnan wsa @l THE
Salai of the famed Gandhiji-in-
Dandi-stride by Debi Prasad
Roy Chowdhury, renowned artist, sculptor and first Indian principal
of the College of Arts and Crafts. And that is rather unfortunate.
A much older clock — also fancying Roman numerals and with its
own associations with Simpson’s — is to be seen in the tower that is
part of the.home of P Orr and Sons, once the city's leading jewellers.
Chisholm, first principal of the School of Arts and Crafts and one of
the first disciples of Indo-Saracenic architecture, designed the tower
and once-spectacular showroom for Peter Orr who founded his business
in 1849 and moved into these premises in 1873. The clock Orr installed
here was connected to the Madras Observatory, which signalled Indian
Standard Time to the rest of the country and was, thus, perhaps the
most accurate ‘clock’ in India. P Orr’s was one of J's early acquisitions,
bui he later sold the business to the Karumuthu Thiagarajan family
while retaining the real estate. That transaction has led to unfortunate
litigation between the two groups in recent tines — and perhaps accounts
for the sad state of disrepair in which this splendid building and
magnificent showroom find themselves at present.
(Photographs: VS RAGHAVAN).

OLD

Meanwhile here are some promi-
sing recommendations for the fortnight.

Dharani Sugars Ltd. (CMP:
Rs. 52.50): The hall year ended Sept "92
results show a commendable growth in the
company's sales and profitability. For a 49%
rise in lumover, there was a quantum jump
in the gross profit by 176% fo Rs. 2.51 cr.
It achieved a net profit of Rs. 1.47 cr agains!
a loss of Rs. 9.79 lakhs in the previous
period. The annualised EPS amounts o
Rs. 3.27. The company is planning to sel
up a 2500 tcd sugar mill in Orissa jointly
with IPICOL, apart from increasing the
capacity of the leased mill from 1250 tcd
to 2500 ted. Phase | of this expansion has
been completed by adding balancing equip-
ment which has increased the capacily lo
1700 ted. Further, it has plans to sel up a
distillery and alcohol based downsiream
project in Tamil Nadu. A tumover of
Rs.46¢cr and a PAT of Rs. 3.9 o is
estirnated for March 1993. This would yield
an EPS of Rs. 4.35 and justify a price of
Rs. 65 by the fime of the results. The EPS
for 1994 is expecied to be around Rs. 5,
supporting a price of Rs. 90.

Technically, the graph shows that the
prices have broken on the upside from a
symmelrical triangle [ormation.

Sakthi Sugars Ltd. (CMP:
Rs. 68.00): The company has announced
good results for the first half-year ended Sept.
1992. Sales have increased by 41% and
the losses reported were only Rs. 1.66 cr
against Rs. 4.73 cr. The performance lor

“the second half will be encouraging as the

distillery and castings unil will be fungtioning
betler. The new mill at Haripur village with
(Continued on P7)
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Indian wildlife

Ef you haven't visited the zoo at

Vandalur, or have been planning a
trip, the time to go is now. Before il
gels too hot. And when the parkland
is al ils best, covered with thick scrub
jungle, much of it virgin, that abounds
in wild flowers and grasses of extra-
ordinary beauty.

The Aringnar Anna Zoological Park
is perhaps more of a botanical treal than
a zoological one, flora not needing (o
be caged. And efforts should be made
to promote both aspeds of one of Asia’s
largest zoos which, with a little imagi-
native management and skill, could
easily be made one of the world's greal
animal and tropical flora parks.

The impish little rosy-cheeked
cockatiel, rather like a winged Pierrot,
is named for the blush of pink on each
cheek. this colour beautifully set off by
the rest of the bird's colouring — yellow
and grey. These exuberant little birds
tend lo stand out from the many others,
though all are interesting. The irre-
pressible members of the parrot family

o s
gromans————

A not

caution

* You have to pay to take a
camera in. India must be the
only country in the world
where visitors to just about
any place have to pay to take
photographs.

* Slide shows and films
with a running commentary
(keep the volume down,
please) in special areas would
certainly enhance the useful-
ness of the place. Thereis an
atiditorium, near the en-
trance, but appears to be
little used.

* This is not an outing for
the infirm or the handi-
capped, unless they take the
electrically driven train that
goes to enclosures along
asphalt roads. The roads that
are not paved should be sur-
faced to allow wheelchair
traffic.

% A pair of medium-power
binoculars would help, and a
wide-brimmed hat is
essectial.

* Apart from the rest areas,
there are many lovely spots
where a picnic lunch can be
enjoyed, but remember to
gather all your litter into a
PAPER bag, or an old news-
paper, and put it in the
nearest dustbin.

chatter away non-stop, providing
delightful entertainment for children.
And then there are the rather puffed-
up Jacobin pigeons with their heavily-
feathered legs, looking for all the world
like retired generals from the Crimean
War promenading in spals.

The only grouse you can have
about the displays is the rather excessive
use of heavy mesh (sometimes more

» by Simeon Mascarenhas

than one layer) on the enclosures,
which greally obstructs the view. But
that, I suppose, is a regrettable necessity,
although the open plan with moaled
enclosures is followed in general.
Despite requests and the presence of
vigilant staff and zoo volunteers, there
have been cases of animals and birds
dying from eating food (and sometimes
other objects) thrown to them by
visitors.

It is a credit to the Zoo authorities
excellent

F o
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A splendid Gaur

physical condition, particularly the Big
Cats (the zoc has two lion cubs just
now) and the simply magnificent and
immensely powerful Gaur, the world’s
largest breed of wild cattle. The Dhole,
or Indian wild dog, gives visitors

h'.-.."‘ ! J g

expectant, bright looks. The pair here

looks exiremely intelligent, even
friendly, though we know that the
Dhole is perhaps the most elusive and
secretive animal in India. | wonder
when we will have easy access fo the
Bedi brothers’ superb film on these
fascinating red creatures, a film which
B.B.C. deemed good enough fo
telecast.

Everybody's favourites, the
primates, are loo bored and lethargic
to provide the expected comic relief.
They are well fed and well housed, but,
obviously, do not have much to do.
What they need is some innovative
‘Zoo 2000"-type loys or gadgels lo
keep them on the go. The highly
endangered Lion-tailed Macaque,
endemic to the Weslern Ghats, has
been breeding quile effectively in
captivity.

The Vandalur 200 is a major Indian
“reeding centre for Black Buck. And
2xolic species include the Malaysian
Binturong, the world's largest civet. and
3 whole family of fleecy. saucy Alpaca.
Children and adults alike will be
fascinated by the impossibly fively otter
and the elephants. The tusker is quite
something!

The Noctumal Animals area (a
building where night is simulated) is
disappointing. Once your eyes get used
to the darkness you discover that the
birds and animals seem to be fast
asleep! H is possible that their photo
rhythms are nol being respected. An
exira rupee is charged for entry to this
building.

Very soon the Zoo hopes to open
its new aguarium, in a building shaped
like a rather composite fish.

For the adventurous, there is a lion
safari, in an electrically-driven, non-
polluting bus. There are plans to have
a similar run among Gaur, in a separate
area, of course.

LAPIERRE

DROPS IN...

(Continued from P4)

al the same time. | have seen the film
15 times — not because I'm a sell-
indulging masochist, but because I'd
been invited to present il. Every time
I sit for ten minutes and then [ say I'm
going to see another film or I'm going
to have dinner, and every time I'm
caught and | stay until the end”.

One of the most cherished
moments of Lapierre’s life came when
he was made a citizen of honour of
Calcutta by the Corporation and he
received the golden key of the city from
the Mayor. There is more than a key
at stake for him in Calcutta. With part
of the royalties from Freedom at
Midnight and the whole of it from City
of Joy, he and his wife Dominique are
running a whole network of humani-
tarian operations there — dispensaries,
schools, irrigation programmes, centres
against tuberculosis etc., efc., and, most
recently, a floating dispensary to take
care of the needy of the Sundarbans.
“It's just a drop of water, | know, in
the ocean of needs — but as Mother
Teresa told us one day, an ocean is
made of addition of drops...”

Lapierre often goes aboul with a
rickshaw bell in his pocket, on
5th Avenue, New York, or in Paris.
“When I'm walking between the
skyscrapers, | come across all these
people, with sombre faces, with their
altache cases, walking to their offices
{o make even more money but seeming
so stressed, so worried, and | hear the
‘ding ding ding’ in my pocket, which
is the voice of my friend the rickshaw-
puller of Calcutta — for me it's
something like a burst of adrenaline.”
Responding to a query on whether he
is considering Indian cilizenship, he
says, “The best citizenship that I can
hope for is the extraordinary hospitality
that | receive from all my friends in
India. | tell you, I have never had the
occasion to be a foreigner in this
country.”

Lapierre plans lo be in the city mid-
March to mingle with the masses and
o share his message of peace, love and
harmony. and, hopefully, his new
book, which he keeps a closely guarded

secrel
ELIZABETH ROY

Esiaty g 24
3R 2 & e 8!
a , AL

EE e U LRI

.

s
2

g

The Vandalur sker

The whole place is very well kept.
with no lilter lying around. There
could. however, be broad shade trees
planted along all the excellent roads
(Oh that Madras City would have such
roads!) which are several kilometres in
all. The existing toilets are clean, but
there could be a few more, say, one
at each of the eight rest stops: it's a very

large park! The many shade and.

flowering trees planted in and around
rest areas and enclosures in the early
80's have been nurlured so that they
form today a good forest canopy. There
is perhaps a bit too much eucalyptus;
the accent should be on naive species.
Care, however, has been taken nol to
plant shade trees in the wild scrub
zones, as shade is detrimental to the
natural scrub.

There is a paucity of signposts at
subsidiany junctions, and what there are
should be to intemational standards and
protected from our harsh sun. Spellings
could be checked. Comesponding to the
bird and animal “foolprints’ along roads
in the map supplied with the entrance

ticket are painted outlines on the real
road — but these are few and far bet-
ween, and who looks down in a zoo
anyway? If these markers must be used,
then they ought to be of durable plastic.
in eye-calching colours, at intervals of
not more than lwo melres. Following
them will doubtless be a nice game for
children, but might distract visitors from
noticing the flora.

The Madras Zoo was begun in
1855, as part of now forgotten People’s -
Park. In the 1960's the Zoo fell into
the most homific state and the nadir was
reached in the 1970s when it was,
mercifully, closed. By then most of its
animals had died of starvation and
neglect. In 1979, the Govemment of
Tamil Nadu shifted what was left (not
much) to the Vandalur Reserve Forest,
and the new 200, 1265 acres (510 ha)
in extent, was opened in 1985. The
most important change was transfer of
control from the Corporation of Madras
to the Forest Department. The park is
situated 32 km from Madras, on the
Great Southem Trunk Road.

Exclusive gift from LIC
to your darling daughter

Designed
exclusively for
female children
aged between
1 and 12 years,
Concecivedasa
limited premiun
payment plan,
Ueevan Sukanya®

L4

JEEVAN SUKANYA

provides risk
coveraftera
certain period of
deferment on the
tife of the female
child and when
she gets married.
extemds the risk
cover to the lifc of
hier husband also,

Yor further deteits, please contact the acarest LICOMee

fife Jnsurance Corporation of Judia

Southern Zone

Give your
daughteran
identity in the
family. Give her
’ . »
Jeevan Sukanya,

Efficient
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Of cakes and confections

In Madras, cakes can siganify

anything from atrocious green
and yellow concoctions with a
‘cherry on the top to delicious
confections, of cream, chocolate
and nuts, at the other extreme.
And the latter can be found at the
CAKE SHOP of the TA] in Anna
Nagar. Which is best described
in superlatives — newest, cream-
iest, costliest.

Imagine great snow banks of
whipped pastry cream, nestling
between airy sponges, topped
with chocolate and toasted nuts
(a weight-watcher's protracted
nightmare), and with exotic
names and prices to match.
St Honoré, the patron saint of
pastry cooks, busy doing what
guardian angels do, seems to
have taken his eyes off the
prices. ‘German Apricot’ comes
at Rs. 18 (No hint of either.
Kohls or Apricots in the cake,
but what's in a name?), the
Nougat Pastry at Rs. 10, and the
more ordinary Jelly Pastry at
Rs. 7. But whatever else they
may be accused of, the cakes are
definitely not niggardly in size.

If the cakes cloy, try the
Danishes and the croissants. The
Chocolate Croissant (Rs. 9) is
large and filling, And the cho-
colate heart, cunningly hidden
within the crescent-shaped
pastry, combines well with the

croissant should be still warm
with the chocolate just melting.

Apart from pastries, there are -

also the inevitable icecreams,
sundaes and fast foods — pizzas,
burgers etc.,

The selection improves with
additions over the weekends,
when the crowds are thickest.

vegetable boada (Rs. 5),
although made up of the manda-
tory onions and carrots, was, by
some strange process of alchemy,
a startling pink inside. Probably
explained away by the head cook
being on leave that particular
day; when I ordered the dosa [
was quite surprised to see the

FOODS & FADS

Watch your wallet and your
weight — and if both permit,
head for the CAKE SHOP near
Chintamani in Anna Nagar.

Adai, anyone?

When pizzas and burgers
begin to gall, the Madrasi

falls back on masala dosa and
vadai, But sometimes even these
staples begin to lose their charm.
But the CHUTNEY (56, Ist Main
Road, R.A. Puram) guarantees to
pep up jaded appetites with fare
that is not usually found on
menus these days. Tucked away
inconspicuosly on the card here
you will find Malabar Adai with
Aviyal (Rs. 8) — and the golden
brown adai is served with the
traditional lump of jaggery, apart
from the promised aviyal.

The chapathi with kurma
(Rs. 6) was unremarkable, but
filling. The much more usual

waiter calmly making it himself]
That's Madras for you!

The only fly in the ointment
was that for a place called
CHUTNEY, the chutney was
appalling. Anyway, the watery
chutney notwithstanding, the
homely little garden restaurant
was filled to overflowing (mostly
with the kind of patrons whom
the newspapers refer to as
“‘senior citizens''). Obviously the
surprisingly low tariff and the
adai were proving irresistible!

Hairy, fairy tales

First it was those shiny black

plastic rubber bands. Over the
years, they filled out, becoming
thicker and broader with a
shaggy coat of woolly-woolly
stuff, just in case. Then the
fluorescent craze hit — and plaits
of hair tamed into oily sub-
mission blossomed into improb-

chewy crust. ldeally, the

able shades at the end: yellows,
greens, pinks, magentas. That
was until (of course) *‘the blunt”
struck our city — parlours every-
where were doing business like
crazy, transforming traditional
Rapunzel's into crisply jaunty
mopheads (Oh, where did all the
oil go?). The dictates of fashion
(meaning glossy magazines, ads
and ‘‘look phirangi’ fads) came
up with more — permed blunts
a la Medusa, crew-cuts, mush-
room cuts and the Mia Farrow
look. (Poor Lady Dil Probably
she should go to Tina Turner’s
hairstylist!) But good old Madras
refused to take this lying down.

Girls who wouldn't have
grown their hair to please their
parents or in-laws were sudden-
ly doing just that, so as to wear
those great circular. rubber bands
hidden coyly in yards of cloth.
An adolescent friend of mine
disrespectfully but delightfully
calls these things ‘fooeys’, but as
yet the teenagers have surpri-
singly not bothered with nomen-
clature. Since the sole basis of
distinction for a high class
Whatsitsname is that it uses as
much cloth as possible, every-
one's happy — Rapunzel, the
parents, the textile mill-owners.
So life goes on ......... Until,
obviously, the next fad hits us.

— Bhavana Kay

Method
Heat oil, add the cummin seeds and \
- bay leaf. When the cummin seeds
splutter, add the chopped onions, garlic
and the ground masala.

Abaked Vegelable Pulao for a
change. Serve with Masala E;
Curry. Try the Cabbage — oh, yes -
Semolina Vadai, a tasty deviation from
the ordinary Vadai. Finally, Carrot

Payasam, so quick and easy {o make.
Fry till the il separates. Add the

MASALA EGG CURRY tomato puree, cook for a minute or
4 eggs, hard boiled, shelld and  two.
halved
2 medium-sized‘onions, finely sliced Add the coconut milk, salt and the ~ Ground Masala
2 or 3 tomaloes, pum@d boiled esgs. Heat thI'OLISh Gamish with 2 onions 1
2 garlic cloves, chopped fine chopped coriander leaves and serve hot 1" piece ginger
2or3 ths ol with rice. 2 green chillies ground
1 tsp cummin seeds 2 tsp poppy seeds into
% coconut, milk extracted — aboul 2 green cardamoms L 2 fine
1% cups VEGETABLE PULAO ! small piece cinnamon pasle
Salt "; 'ﬁg - 1 cup basmalirice, soaked in water A few2 nflir?lv ?nd coriander leaves
: for % hour, drained and set aside. >
Qninall bunch of coriander leaves, chopped Y cup ol or ghee Method
Masala - ,/1 2;0;{1\2@2;;“1 chopped fine Heat the oil and fry the ground
1" piece ginger 1 capsicum, deseeded and chopped paste ill the oil separates. bles. F
3 tsp coriander powder | ground fine Add. the chopped vegetables. try
1 sp red chilli powder = toa % cup cauliflower flowerets for a minute or two.

Add the drained rice, salt and two

6 beans; chopped fine
~cups of water. Bring to a boil, transfer

Salt to taste

Y Isp turmeric powder fine
3 seeds, roasted !
Isp poppy I j:pas e

Angels are found in heaven.

Whereas ANNgels are what your
children will become, if you promise

them a treat at the finest place for
pastries, sweets and other eats in town. Qﬂ]{ N

Prince Plaza, 46 Pantheon Road, Madras 680008

h Not just another pastry shop, but ANNother

Aiswarya : A: 120

to an ovenproof casserole and bake in
a pre-heated moderale oven till done.

“Serve hot.

CABBAGE SEMOLINA
VADAI

1 cup fine semolina, soaked in 2 cups
of water for %2 hour

Y% cup black gram dhal, soaked in
2 cups of water for % hour

1 cup chopped cabbage
3 or 4 green chillies

2 red chillies -

1" piece ginger, scraped and grated
A small bunch coriander leaves chopped fine
6 or 8 cashew nuts, chopped
Salt to taste

Ol for deep frying
Method

Grind the black gram dha! to a
thick paste, adding green chillies, red
chillies, salt, asafoetida powder and a
little water.

Drain the semolina and mix with
the ground paste.

Add the coconut, cashew nuts,
grated ginger, chopped coriander leaves
and chopped cabbage. Mix well.

Heat oil and fry vadais till golden.
Serve hol.

SIMPLE
CARROT PAYASAM

1% litres good quality milk
% kg carrot, peeled and grated
1 tin condensed milk

4 cardamoms, powdered
Y2 isp saffron
Sugar to taste

Method

Scak the saffron in Y2 cup hot milk.
Sel aside.

Heat the remaining milk, adding the
grated carrot. Cook till milk thickens
and carrol is cooked.

Add the condensed mitk and
simmer for a minute or two. Add the
powdered cardamoms, sugar fo taste
and the soaked saffron. Serve chilled
or hot.

Chandra Padmanabhan

(Quizmaster V. V. RAMANAN'S
questions are all from the
fortnight February 1 — 15th)

1.

10.

i1

12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

20.

Name the recently released
cassefte fealuring a rendition of
Kambar's Ramayana by M.JS.
Subbulakshmi?

Name the seven cities which are
vying to host the Olympics in the
year 2000.7

With whom has the Institute of
Mathematical Sciences, Madras,
signed a MoU for collaborative.
studies in Mathemalics?

Who is the only unattached
member in the present Tamil
Nadu Legislative Assembly?

Why didn't the crashlanding of
Flight B-777-from Timbuktoo to
Madras creale panic?

. Who is the new High Com-

misioner of India to the Maldives?

. For what purpose has the state

government allotted telephone

Nos. 835312, and 8344667

. Who lifted the Jawahar Lal-Nehru

.Gold Cup in the [ootball toumna-
ment held in Madras recently?

. Who is the thealre personality

from Madras honouyed with this
year's Sangeeth Natak Akademi
award?

February 4th saw Doordarshan
slart the...?

Which Disney musical was
recently screened by CRY in
Madras in aid of charitable
venlures?

What was ‘Operation Banner'?

Which tennis legend and great
human succumbed to AIDS on
February 4th?

Who is the new Chief Justice of
India?

What is the quantum of rise in the
PDS price of wheat in Tamil
Nadu?

When was the Kapaleeswarar
Theppa Vizha held at Mylapore?

Chandipur-on-Sea, Orissa, saw
the tenth launch of...?

. Who won the ‘Battle of the Sexes’

in Chess recently?

. The kidnapping of which Andhra

Pradesh MLA created a national
furore?

Name the director of classics like
Mahal, Pakeezhah elc. who died
recently?

(Answers on page 8)
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Fun on City’ s

George Whyllie, ‘sculftor’, had

planned to ride an elephant and
lead a procession from the Lalit Kala
Akademi on Greames Road to the
British Council on Anna Salai, but the
post-Ayodhya ban on processions

~ threw a spanner inlo his plans. Never

one to say die, good old George
climbed on to an elephant at the LLA
Building gate and proceeded to the fun
and games on the lawns of the British
Council.

- Cyclists played mock cricket on the
lawns. Local actors, with faces
whitened, tried to look serious as the
Nadaswaram players went round the
cricket bat and ball cast in bronze that
was the ikon in George's ‘Shrine to

~ Cricket'. And two Bharatha Natyam

dancers did some Adavus.

The View From
The Wings

by
V.R. Devika

Why homage to cricket? “Cricket
is a way of bringing people together.
It is the one Lhing that the English left
behind that has survived in India. The
two sides are in equilibrium when they
play.” And it was ‘Equilibrium”he had
created on the lawns with casuarina
poles and a vegetable peeler. It was
great fun having George Wryllie
around.

stages

No fun at Gym

t was also fun having a group of
Manipuri drum dancers and the
masked Chhau dancers of-Seraikela in

Madras. They were lransiting through

Madras on their way to Chidambaram
lo participate in the Natyanjali festival.

The drum dancers, with their
acrobatic leaps and jumps, while
playing on different sizes of drums, had
the schooichildren delighted. They also
impressed the Inlernational Women's
Association’s members. But | wonder
why most people al the Gymkhana
Club seemed more interested in their
food than the energelic dance on the
stage. The Seraikela dancers had a

more appreciative audience at
Kalakshelra.

To an Indian public largely
used to traditional precious-
stones-set-in-gold, or pure gold
or silver jewellery, the exhi-
bition of Contemporary British
~ Jewellery at the British Council
recently was an eye-opener —
and a dazzling one at that. The
multi-layered Indian Jewellery
Tradition does embrace the use
of non-traditional metals, such
as iron, beads and feathers,
particularly amongst the tribals

. of both the plains and the North--

east — but plastic, acrylic, wool,
ceramic and aluminium jewel--
lery? Neverl
The designers of the
contemporary British jewellery
exhibited had used these very
nontraditional materials in
occasional conjunction with semi-
precious stones and metals to
_present pieces some of which
" were unique, dramatic and, yes,
beautiful. } went prepared to see
~ classy costume gewgaws and was

 bowled over by the brilliant
colours, boldness of design,

delicacy, craftsmanship and
variety of the jewellery on
display. With out-of-the-ordi-

nary, even throwaway, mater-

jals, - which included broken
pieces of glass, wire and stones,
some of Britain's top artisans'

* and designers had shaped tradi--

_ tional items like brooches,

~ bangles earrings, rings and even
' a-wildly dazzling tiaral The
* | exhibition definitely gave the.
| Indian viewera totally different
1ewellery experience. .
' Whilcmany of the 90 pieces
were ingenious works of art,

Quick-change jewellery,
aesthetic nevertheless

" Some of the contemporary British jewellery that was exhibited recently at the British Council, Madras.

photé-etched. aluminium
brooches, seemed a trifle

gimmicky. The. silver acrylic,

pure acrylic and dyed acrylic
earrings, bangles and necklace
by Marlene McKibbin were
sheer poetry, while Geoff
Robert’s acrylic corsages, anklet
and earrings were vibrant and

‘full of colour, some of the

intricate work reminiscent of
fossils scrunched up in a corsage!
There was much that held the
eye, but I particularly liked Leah
Hinks' ‘Moon Brooch’, a por-
celain creation which had a
romantic, lustrous finish. Annie
Sherbourne’s ‘Fantasia’ earrings,

halo and brooches were dra-
matic in their fiery orange and
‘blue, paste-encrusted drama,
while a way-out ‘tribal’ touch —
touching the viewer's primeaval
roots? — could be seen in Louis
Slater's neckpiece, brooches and
necklaces fashioned out of
acrylic and pebbles.

Sequins, wire, bits of
porcelain and wool, stones,
beads, pebbles and feathers —
just about everything seemed to
go into ornaments as diverse as
dog and animal brooches, fish
earrings or futuristic freak-out
fashion jewellery. The creators
of this unique and fantastic array
of ornaments are some of
Britain's best designer jewellers,
profcssxonals who have trained
in. art schools and whose

approachto;cwelltryxsumqnly

’ mnovatwc, eclectic and contem-
porary. Their inspiration seemed
to touch animal and marine life,

: folkartmdstyhsedlradshonal '

. vshapeswithequalfaclhty, mth ,

: conccpt

. rather than to he seen in, more

~ porary British Jewellery. As a

2very indiviiual piece making its
own fashion statement. If
Katrina Thompson's made hers
with a mesk of peacock feathers
and embroidery, Julie Arkell's
china, polyfilla and paste
creations were bold, colourbil
and rather charming, parti-
cularty her vivid dog brooch and
brilliant tiara. Jane Adam’s
anodised aluminium jewellery
was quite sensational, with an
array of brightly coloured
brooches and pretty twisted
earrings, some of them leaning
towards the traditional in design
Cynthia Cousen,
Daphne Krinos and Clara Vichi
were the only designers who had
presented jewellery made from
gold aod silver.

I wonder if adult Indians
viewed these uniquely cratted
items as ‘Jewellery’ to be seen

artefact than jewellery. A not
surprising reaction in a culture
which emphasises the wearing
of precious jewellery both as
in which family heirlooms are
passed down from generation to
generation and locker to locker!
But the young teenagers of
Madras were wowed by Contem-

young friend put it, ‘They are
fantastic, cheap, and 1 can
change jewellery with every
outfit”’. Yes, it definitely was

jewellery for our fas} moving,.
faslchan@nshmu Anacstbzhc

— PUSHPA CHARI |

y “some, like Gordon Stewart's

Incredible feats

ére’s been plenty of humour in
Madras this season. Yves Marc,
Claude Bokhobsa and Lucas Thiery
from France, who presented .Encore
une Heure Si Courte, had the audience
on the edges of their seats as they
entertained the crowd with incredible
balancing feats full of humour and so
easily performed.

Tendulkar, proofreader

Humour made its way inadvertently
info  serious seminar organised by

the University of Madras's Depariment .

of English. It had a pompous title,
‘Emergence of Indian Theatre on
World Stage’, and renowned play-
wright Vijay Tendulkar, who had once
worked as a proolreader, could not
help but notice the absence of the ‘T’
in the middle of the word ‘Theatre’ on
the banner behind the speakers. The
invitation card had also said Vijay
Tendulkar “Would be deliver” the
keynote address. So much for English
at Madras University these days!

An audience ignored

The evening presentation of Girish

Kamad's much-awaited play Naga-
mandala al Kalakshelra began 45
minutes late and went on well past 10.
The audience (some of whom had
bought Rs. 200 tickets) was completely
ignored, especially when there was no
explanation for director Pauline Hahnn
walking in figures-of-eight on the stage
in the middle of the play.

Despite all the hassles, the play had
been put together quile well and the
aclors gave sincere performances. But
few in the audience appreciated the
experimentation — and many left early.
The best moment that evening was
when lead actor Hans Kaushik
screamed at a photographer in the
middle of his dialogue for irritating the
actors with his noisy flash photography.
Organizers must pul a stop to flash
photography in auditoriums.

Itee
of Life

The Madras Craht Foundation

acclaimed audio-visual and |

fashion tablesu, Ritu's ‘The Tree

- of Life’, in aid of Dakshinachitra,

its visual resource centre for the
arts of South India which is

coming up at Muttukkadu on the.
way to Mamallapuram. The
tableau will be staged at the
Trident Hotel on March 12th..

“India’s most copied de--
signer’’ (India Today), Ritu uses
the ‘Tree of Life’ as an under-
pinning to her tableau, which
spans the history of textiles in
India, educating and informing
while entertaining. The different
collections presented in the show
are Bandhej, Khadi, bandblock |
printing, Chikan, Paisley and {
Chintz, coptemporary wear,
Devi Mandala and Zardozi..

The presentation consists of
a display of costumes from
India's multi-hued folk and
" classical traditions and a range |
of contemporary garments in--
spired by Ritu’s research into the
country'’s textile and costume.
heritage. The clothes will be dis--
played by some of India’s best |
models from Bombay and Delhi |
and the accompanying music |
- will ‘highlight India’s regional
musical traditions.

e BULL'S EYE

(Continued from. P4)

a capacity of 2500 tonnes daily will
undentake operations early this year. Another
sugar mill 1aken on lease in the same area,
Appakudal mill, and the Sivaganga factory

hava already started operations and lhe.

expansion of the distillery unit by 50% is
also complete. Considering the above fadtors,
we estimate a tumover of Rs. 120 o and
a PAT of Rs. 8 o for 1992-93 which yields
an EPS of Rs. 7.60 on the enhanced equity

- of Rs. 10.14 & {due 1o the rights isue made

in last October to part-linance a new sugar
unil at Haripur village). A price of around
Rs. 100 can be expecled at the time of
results. ,
Perfect Spinners Ltd. (CMP:
Rs. 44,00 (MSE): This Hyderabad - based
cotton yam manufacturer is promoted by
M L Patodia and B K Palodia of the GTN

~group who have over three decades of
“experience in. the cotton yam indusiry.

Perfect Spinners Ltd (PSL) has two plants
— onc at Hyderabad and the other at

- Nagpur. While the former is engaged in

doubling of cotton yam, the latter manu-
factures cotton yam. 75% of the yam
produced has been targeted for the export
markel. To expand the spindleage of the
Nagpur unit by 4.800 and to introduce two-

fer-one twistors for high quality yam, the

company came out with a public issue in
May '92. Taking advantage of GTN's
existing markeling set-up, PSL has
announced excellent results for the six
months ended Sepl. "92. The grass profit

and the net profit stood at Rs. 1.80 cr and ™
Rs. 1.38 ¢ respectively on a tumover of
Rs. 7.28 a. The annualised EPS comesto -

Rs. 3.25 on an equity base of Rs. 8.49cr. .+

The lind phase of the Nagpur unit would "

have commenced production by now. This. -~ - -
will add substantially to the tumover and. - .
profits from 199394, It is expecied o’ -~
achieve a tumover of Rs. 26 cr'and anet -
profit of Rs. 4.50 o for 1993-94. This mll‘;‘}‘ L
yield an EPS of Rs. ssosupponmsaprmj
of Rs. 85 at that time. v e

K. Gopllakrishmn ;‘_--.ff"
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Walching from a comer of the field

the goings-on, on and off it, in
the City's first ‘Test' in three years, this
antique columnist noticed that the
action started even before the match.
There was once-mysterious leg-spinner
Laxman Sivaramakrishnan trying lo
tease and tes! the English cricketers at
the nets with his wiles and though they
did appear to get the better of this faded
one-series wonder, the visitors did get
quite a long practice against one of the
better spinners in the country.

And, .that, shouted loud one
Calcutta paper, was mos! unpatriotic of
the Madras leggie! Thundered
Lokendra Pratap Sahi, “....in India, it's
also fashionable for one-time stars to
help the visiting team at nets! ... While
one is not dubbing (this act) unpatriotic,
the question of ethics does arise ...
Would a Graham Dilley or a Bob
Willis help the Indians on their next
visit to England? Or would Imran Khan
offer his services in Pakistan?"’

Sahi adds that this *‘controversial™
practice was started when Bishen Singh
Bedi bowled to the English in Delhi in
January. This columnist had heard
some whispers about that at the time
and had thought ‘What nonsense!’, but
Sahi confirms the feelings about it by
saying that “Undeterred...Sivarama-
krishnan has gone ahead and assisted
Graham Gooch's beleaguered men in
Madras....That England have proved
dismal learners is another matter”.

It would seem that to help another
team by bowling lo it at nels is no
longer cricket. And to think that The
Comer Flag had still been thinking that
cricket was a sport, a gentleman’s
game, and all reporters had a sense of
faimess. Obviously the times have

changed!

Chinese-style shrimp

The nex! major incident was also off

the field. All cricket writers have
commented that Gooch and friends
should have known better than to have
indulged in Chinese-cooked shrimp on
the eve of a major malch. And at least
one has gone on lo absolve Indian
chefs of blame, saying that once upon
a time half the Shri Lankan team went
down with a similar ailment after eating
fish in Grimsby, that great British fishing
port. Whal, however, strikes The
Comer Flag as strange is not Gooch's
cavalier altitude to pre-malch diets but

ANSWERS TO
QUIZ

1. Kamban Kaviyamudham (HMVY);
2. Beijing. Berlin, Brasilia, Istanbul,
Manchester, Milan and Sydney: 3. Indo-
Russian Integrated Long Tenn Programme
of Cooperation, Moscow: 4. K. Rajaram;
5. It was a mock exercise for all operational
agencies to prepare them lor any emergency:
6. Dr. Har Swarup Singh, the erstwhile Lt.
Governor of Pondicherry; 7. To request
waler supply in case of acule shorlage;
8. DPR Korea, bealing Romania 2-0:
9. "Poornam’  Viswanathan: 10. The
privatised Metro -Channel. 11. Little
Mermaid; 12. The Russian space experiment
o create artificial daylight on February 4th;
13. Arthur Ashe: 14, Justice M. N. Venkata-
chelliah: 15. 90 paise; 16. February 6th:
17. ‘Prithivi’ medium range missile: 18. Judil
Polgar beat Boris Spassky; 19. P. Balaraju;
20. Kamal Amirohi.- =

that a fivesstar holel belonging to
perhaps the most prestigious chain in
the country could serve food thal
would ensure a cricketer getting his runs
in an unconventional fashion. Are the
chefs at our five-star hosteleries so
careless with their handling of food?
The Comer Flag had thought that
Delhi Belly was a thing of the past with
the current crop of five-star hotels being
built to meel international standards.
But it would seem that he is wrong;
even these establishments can still
assure visiting cricketers the runs!

Rathore's record

Crickel writers who have been con-

demnatory of Bedi and Sivarama-
krishnan lending the English a helping
hand have been, together with less
‘palriotic’ writers, rather unanimous in
averring that the toss and Professor
Rathore's umpiring were responsible for
India’s victory on Chepauk's traditional
dusty strip, perhaps India's most result-
oriented wicket. Being almost equally
gentlemanly was an English cricket
writer who thought that only one
decision was rather dubious in the first
innings — which rather coincides with
The Comer Flag’s reading of what
happened.

Be that as it may be, Umpire
Rathore's record in other circumstances
in the match was hardly of a kind to
instil confidence in any verdict he hands
down. He allowed one seven-ball over,
ruled five balls an over on another
occasion and declared poor More out
even before a catch was made — only
to find that he had to bring down.the
buming finger when Gatting dropped
the sitter.

A striking contrast to all this was
what television revealed in the First Test
— Umpires Reporter and Venkata-
raghavan must be, as a team, one of
the best in the business.

The money-spinner

Never has Chepauk in all its long
history seen such advertising — and

most of it, including the conservalive 27
~

Sportstar’s, vulgarly loud. All this has
netted it over Rs. 53 lakhs,includingf
ticket sales of over Rs. 25 lakhs. The
Tamil Nadu Crickel Association is
apparently now in the happy position
of being able to keep the game going
for two years in the state without
anyone walching any of the hundreds
of matches played at all official levels.
It will also hopefully look after the
stadium betler than it was tended during
the four days of the Test at Chepauk.
During that period, the litter hardly
ever seemed to be cleared. Hordes of
urchins appeared to be present most of
the day, but certainly after ‘mid-day’,
getting in the way of speclators as they
scrounged midst the litter to pick up
anything that might have been in-
advertently dropped o for ‘emplies’ efc.
And as for gelling your seal, if you
happened to tum up late, no one really
seemed lo care. "Why not just sit in
any seal?’ And if you were- later
challenged for doing just that, that
helpful helper just Jooked the other

Equilibrium in Madras

Outstanding Scottish sculptor and installation artist George Wyllie
arrived in Madras in early February to construct — with students

and artists from the Lalit Kala Akademi and the College of Art — a ‘Shrine

to Cricket', to coincide with the second ‘Test'.

Wyllie, who has been described as ‘'one of the most dynamic, creative
and original personalities in the international Art world today'’, is a
72-year-old whose energy outlasted that of every young artist who
worked with him during that week. His outpouring of ideas and totally
original thinking left them breathless, as they tried to grasp his conception
of synergic art and the reasoning behind his ‘spires’ — constructions
which incorporate his ideas on '‘air, stone, equilibrium"’.

Local cartoonist THOMAS JOHN who contributed caricatures of
Gooch and Azharuddin to Wyllie's ‘Shrine to Cricket’, caught the
'scul?tor’ at work on the ‘The Colossal Creation’ created out of wood
(above), which, together with a ball that looked like a shaven green
coconul, was the main ikon in the shrine.

Wyllie's workshop culminated in a procession from Lalit Kala
Akademi to the British Council Division on Anna Salai, where, on the
lawn, he made yet another *'Public statement”’ on cricket — this time
with casuarina poles for wickets, a white plastic umbrella shading a
‘bronze’ replica of the ikon, and a wooden ‘spire’ and stone pendulum
as ‘umpire’(?). Wyllie then autographed Thomas John 's sketch of this
creation and gave it a name: ‘Equilibrium in Madras'(below).

Theme, concept and sketches bring Art to Madras Musings’ Sports

Page this fortnight.

way. The squabbles throughout the day
seemed 1o an old-timer rather-dispro-
portionate for a civilised occasion. But
then crickeling times are obviously
changing, as already commented.

God save England!

i he 50,000 or thereabouts crowd

on Sunday was the largest The
Comer FJag has seen at Chepauk in
recent years. It was nice to see an
almost packed stadium. And it was
nicer yel lo see its rather disciplined
approach 1o ‘The Wave' that inter-
national football introduced and which
television has”converted even Indian
crowds to. Round and round Chepauk
Stadium it went, nine times the longest,
this column counted. The only ones
not participating in it were those ever-
so-eamest joumnalists and the even more
earnest spectators sitting above them in
the TNCA's best enclosure.

Another aspect of the crowd was
the large number of English enthusiasts
present. There were the individuals and
couples here and there, scaltered
throughout the stands. But the two
largest blocks appeared to be holiday
groups. John Snow led the more
affluent- group, which sat next to the
Press after paying Rs. 1250 per head,
cheered daintily, stood up at all the right
limes as someone retumed to the
paviion and included some very

~NY - g

elegantly dressed ladies with even more

elegant coiffures. The other was a

-younger, more sporty group, happiest

with a minimum of clothing and full
of fun. Singing sonorously — and
dolorously — ‘God save our Gracious
England (!)', they even had the crowd
around them standing at attention!

The third most striking feature of
those days in the sun was the number
of home-made posters the camera-
lovers tumed up with, many with a
new one each day. Several were
genuinely clever — but whatever their
quality, almost every one of them
appeared lo catch the international
camera's eye and showed the world
that English is not a dead language yet
in India. :

At their best

nd then, of course, there was the

cricket. The Corner Flag's ‘Man of
the Match’ was undoubtedly tall, slim,
athletic Chris Lewis with much of the
same languid grace of Sobers. If he had
saved England from an inning  defeat,
would he have gol the award? This
column thinks he should have any-
way, bul the uncharitable tend to think
that he was allowed lo bat freely for
the match to go into a fifth day — with
whatever happy consequences that

~ offered all concerned.

Refusing to be as uncharitable, The
Cormner Flag is willing to compare this -
innings with the one Scbers played on
this same ground lo save a match with
his tailenders. That was an innings,
and so was this! Don't be surprised -
if Lewis winds up as an English all-
rounder of at least the Botham class.
In the West Indies, he could even be
of a higher class.

Say of a class with Kapil Dev. Tha
man never fails to astound. His was the
best bit of batting from the Indians —
Tendulkar's and Amre's knocks pedes-
trian beside it, and Siddhu's even less
elegant. But it was his bowling on
Sunday that warmed the hear! even
more. Determined to show that, even -
on a slow tumner, he could take wickets,
he bowled half a dozen overs that musl
have come close to his best ever. If
anything took the stuffing out- of the
English it was those overs, not the
mysteries of Kumble who still has a
long way to go to become a Chandra-
sekhar.

As for the three spinners, persist
with them in the squad for the next few
years, play at least two of them in
every intemational malch, and in a
few years it might even be possible to
talk of them in the same breath as the
immortal quartet. Would be glad to
hear what Venkataraghavan thinks of -
them, having seen them close-up in
Calcutta. Will the umpire talk?

Celebrating early

Who was thal commentator who

was celebrating early and near-
drunk by 3 pm on Sunday? Will he
ge! another chance to keep butting in
with his inanilies and embarrass his
fellow commentators?

Dates for

Your Diary

- Till Mar. 12th: The indian Council for

Cultural Relations and the Sangeel
Nataka Akademi are holding an India
international Music Festival at the Music
Academy (6.30 p.m. on the days listed).
The programme is as follows:

Mar. 1: Philippines — Joey Ayala and the
Bagong Lumad (Neo-ethnic music).

Mar. 2: Spain — Sergio Vicenle

Peru — Juan Casiro Nalli
(Guitarists).

Mar. 3: Hungary — Muzsikas (Folk music).

Mar. 4: Austria — Vienna Flautisls
Ensemble.

Mar. 5: Australia — Sirocco (Folk music
band).

Germany — Drummele Maa (Percussion
ensemble).

Mar. 7: Japan — Min On Ensemble
(Traditional music) (Museum Theatre).

Mar. 8: Porlugal — Lisbon Minstrels,

Mar. 9: Russia — Panov Septel.

Mar. 10: Sweden — Stockholm Baroque
(Soloists).

Mar. 11: France — Stradivaria (String &
wind ensemble interpreting French music
of the 17th & 18 Cenlurics).

Mar. 12: lrcland — O. Suillebhain
(Traditional music of Ircland with Indian
influence).

Mar. 8 to 12: Madras University's Music
Depariment seminar on folk music and
literature. Different aspects of the folk
musical tradition will be explored by
scholars and experts in the field from
around Tamil Nadu. There will be live:
demonstrations and discussions. Each
day's session will be chaired by a Vice
Chancellor of a university in Tamil Nadu.
Contact Music Depariment, Madras
University, for invitations.
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