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into daily use, many of the problems.

of Madras would be alleviated, feel the

planners at the Madras Metropolitan
Development Authority. All three
projects are in North Madras.
Workhaspogmdﬂaemstat
the new Wholesale Market in
Koyambedu, along the Poonamallee
High Road and beyond Anna Nagar.
Here the Flower Market is almost ready
and awaits' an auspicious time for its
opening. And the rest of the rather

striking complex won't be far behind..

But will the tenants of Kothawal
Chavadi and the Flower Market in
Flower Bazaar move so easily to
-pastures new? No one is very confident
rabout that.

{  The second project is the lron and
S&edMarketplannedforSaﬁlangadu
marTxruvoﬂnyur When this i ready
andmophmumme the congestion in
GecxgeTownandne:ghbounngareas
fwﬂlredmeevmmeﬁmanxforﬂy
KothawalChavadnsevawated But
there again, the reluctance of the traders
fmmhasaheadymmdmd
The third major project will be the
eslabishmtofﬁuaema)orbusand
;tmck terminals at Alandur (in the

fsouth) Kuyambedu(mﬂrewest)and

Madhavaram (in the north). These
woukl certainly reduce by at least a
third the trucks now entering the city,
because that is the number of trucks
that are merely passing through.
ﬂxeMadhavamntrud(termmals
ion and should be
readyforusebytheTamxlNewYear
Work on the Koyambedu terminal is
expecied to start shortly on a 35-acre
site acquired from Metrowater. The
Koyambedu terminal, a Rs. 6 crore

- projedt in its first stage, is expected to

be ready for inauguration by Tamil
New Year's Day next year. It will serve
truck traffic using Poonamalle High
Road as well as two mofussil bus

corporations. Planned as a self-financing

" project, the Koyambed thuck terminal

will prove a boon for the hearby
Wholesale Perishables Market.

The only question is when these
dreams — on which much work has
been done — will come true.
2000 A.D.? 2011 A.D.? The question

is pertinent considering how long the

Wholesale Perishables Market

here and the New Moore Market
complex in town have been
ready — but have found no
takers, orGovernmentwillto

move the recalcitrant.
(Alse) see P4)

seemingly deceptive calm appeared
o have descended on the Tamil

‘Nadu Filr World when B Nagi Redd

began shooting his new multi-million
rupee Tamil movie extravaganza

featuring superstar Rajinikant a few

weeks ago. But after a few days of

~ shooting, Vijaya Vauhini Studio's
" movie cameras somewhat surprisingly

ground to a halt.

No one was able to give any

" reasons why, excepl lo say thal some

changes in the screenplay had been
thought of at the last minule, resulting

. in the schedule being ‘cut’ prematurely.
‘Knowing Nagi Reddi and his pro--
duction company, this wriler considers'

- this explanahon wa[er-lhm ‘

The Doueton clock- tower in
Vepery gleams after ils refurbishment.
(Photographs: RAJIND N CHRISTY)

every day.

fully.

Cared — and uncared — for clock towers

Last fortnight’s story on clock towers ‘Old and New’ appears to have prompted RAJIND N CHRISTY to
send in the photographs above and the story below: N
Most clock towers in Madras are supposed to be maintained by the Corporaﬁon Some are, some are nol.

The oldest clock tower in the city, maintained by the Corporation, is the one in Ripon Building. It was
installed in 1913, by Gillet and Johnson Croydon. The clock has four faces and its special characteristic is
that it strikes a musical note every quarter hour. At every hour, 16 notes are struck. There are five bells
of various sizes to strike the musical notes. The diameter of the clock is 8 feet. This clock is wound manually

Gani & Sons, the time-keepers for the City, are the contractors for most of the clock towers in the cxty
But P Orr & Sons maintain the White's Road clock tower free of cost for the Corporation.

The clock towers at Doveton (above left) and Tondiarpet have been renovated recently, the broken glass
being replaced too. The clock tower in Tondiarpet was installed in 1950. The Doveton clock tower is three-
faced, while the Tondiarpet clock tower is four-faced. Advertising hoardings in Doveton conceal one face of
the Doveton clock tower, which is surrounded by a milk booth, a TAPCO shanty, a telephone booth and a temple. |

The clock tower in the Selvapathy Chettiar Park (above right) wears a pitable Jook! It is a four-faced clock _
installed in 1948. The wall is gouged and trees grow from it, its windows are broken and the clock appears
to have been the target for shooting practice. Gani & Sons are confident it could be repaired and reconditioned

The clock tower in Fruit Market was installed in 1933. It is a four-faced clock. One side of it is completely :
damaged at present, but the other three sides function. The clock tower in Mint is four-faced. It is pasted
over with posters. The clock tower in Thiruvanmiyur is completely damaged and has not worked for a quite-
a long time. Its surroundings are a godown for the Corporation.

Clock towers are important landmarks, not marks for vandals. The clock towers in the city deserve better
care. Why doesn t the Corporation seek the private sector’s help?

The Selvapathy Chettiar Park dlock
lower presents a sad appearance in
Pattalam, Perambur, where its walls
sprout lrees.

The South Indian Movie Moghul
is such a thorough professional that he
never enters the studio floor without
a complete, exhaustively-discussed
shooting  script.
relation!), the creator of mega hits like

Our Cinema Correspondent

reports from
the Madras Film World

" Maya Bazaar, wrote meticulously
" delailed scripts (he wrote down in the
script even the exact number of steps

an artist should move during a scene).

With such a background, Vijaya -
Vauhini Productions normally does not

K V Reddi (no

suffer from the familiar disease of
disorganisalion and mismanagement

lound in the average Tamil film

produclion.

The grapevine gives two reasons for
stoppage of this shooting:

— the anti-Rajini lobby has been

successful in pressurising the studio;

- OR

— the lukewarr reception al the box

office for the latest Rajini film, an-

AVM Production directed by the

Adyar Tilm Inslitute - whiz kid -
R V Udayakumar (of Chinna
Gounder fame), has set the. Vijaya .

Vauhini boss thinking about the

" The storm still rages

economic viability of the- Rajini
project.

Whatever the reasons, the. anti-
Rajini lobby seems 1o be holding the
reins firmly and the apex body,. the.
South Indian - Film Chamber. of*
Commerce, which has been sitting on
the fence ill now, has been forced to”
enler the ring with the whistle. -

TAILPIECE: During a recent visit

- to Madurai, this writer noticed several.

posters on the cily walls carrying a-
picture of Tamil film star Kamal Hasan;
hailing him as ‘Nattai Aala Pokum :
Nayakan'. In Queen’s Engish it means
‘The future_ ruier of Tamil Nadu',.
Rapm Kushboo... now Kama! Hasan

.. Who's next?... ‘
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BOOKS

Preserve India's Cultural heritags. Buy
MAPIN's beautiful books CONTACT
Mapin Publishing Pvt. Lid., Chidambaram.
Ahmadabad 380 013, Fax: (272) 462775.

CONSULTANCY

Enargy is getting expensive and scarce.
Would you not like to cut your energy costs
and train your workiorce? Please Coniacl:
S. Subramanian, Anco-Arjay Systems Pt
Lid. 24 College Road, Madras 600 006
Phone; 479641/479755/839150.

EDUCATION

Anemion IGNOU Management Program &
AIMA Students. Do you need personalised
guidance/assistance in project work? Contact
Prof. Lakshman Rao, 33, Krishnapuri, Madras
600 028. Phone: B37179.

FOR SALE

Firs! time best qualily picture postcards on
par with international standards available
on Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and Goa.
Contact producers: The Visual information of
India, 181, Luz Church Road, Mylapore,
Madras-600 004. Phone: 72786.

MADRAS [ . Chinece WAV |
= | Run-making the Chinese way

Four wood & cane occasional chairs; 1
refectory tabte suitable for a small board
room:; sel of 5 glass-topped tables; 2 wooden
cots; one bell metal Kerala uruli for Rs. 8000/-.
Contact; Tel: 473662.

For best quality G.\., M.S. & PVC Pipes &
Fittings at wholesale prices — ALS Distri-
butors, 43 Second Floor, Sembudoss Street,
Madras-600 001, Tel: 523 0177 & 522 3527.

ood Working Condition. SHIMOGA

CENTRE LATHE, HITACHI CAPSTAN
LATHE and PMT SURFACE GRINDER. Unit
G-3. Vyasarpadi [ndustrial Estate, Vyasarpadi.

Telephone: 610032

Nine hundred (900) long playing records for
sale. English vocal, instrumental, Country
Music and others {No Classicals). Tel: 474131.

One teak-wood rocking chair. Early
American style. As new. Phone: 458486

belore 8.30 a.m.

TREND MOULDED FURNITURE. AH
varieties available at the best prices.
JAl ENTERPRISES, 811 Mount Road.
Madras-2. Ph, No. 832331/831054.

Used Computers, Monitors, Telgphones,
Answer Machine, Tape Recorders Etc.
All American make. One Iot, One price. Call
Madras 642-2617.

REAL ESTATE

Architec: designed two-bedroom flats (875
to 1000 sq.ft.) at Sree Sayee Nagar,
Madras (near Chinmaya Nagar). Promoters:
MAN! SERVICING CO., Ph: 4823862;
Architect: V.G. SUNDAR. Ph: 6260088.

At Mogapair West, 5th Sector. Developed
plot, 45 x 70 Sq.Ft. with fully sanctioned
plan of Ground floor and First Floor, FOUR
FLATS and THREE SHOPS can be con-
siructed. Four people can jointly avail,
Contact: 4830714 & 4835051 (RASHEED).

t Vyasarpadi Industrial Estate —

4% grounds with built up Factory cum
Otffice structure ot approx. 300 sq matres and
rear store rooms — Vacant possession. Only
genuine buyers to contact phone No. 610032
for details and inspection.

Baner House/Flat nearby Trivallur - Madras
Railway Stations for House in one acre
land at 5 km limit on Arni Road. Vellore —
Phone: 23674, Avadi — Phone: 681286.

RENTAL

950 sq.ft. flat for small {amily, excellent
company lease. T. Nagar and around.
To occupy anytime by end May. Contact
R. Sounderajan Office: 453273.

New. partiy furnished bungalow 2500 sq.ft.
al Neelangarai available for rent —
Company/bank (ease preferred. No brokers.
Contact S. Radhakrishan: 837046.

Suitable {for EXPORT GARMENT FACTORY,
GODOWN, TWO FLOORS, ONE BIG
SHOWROOM. Total accommodation
5000 sq.ft. Opposite Chennai Bottling
Company, on Poonamallee High Road.
Contact: 4830714 & 4835051 (RASHEED).

SERVICES

AH EPABX's and Tselephones and
Sales & Services.
Contact TELE KRAFTS 864354, 472970.

For the Finest Wood/Steel, Furniture for
Residences and Offices. Cots, Wardrobes,
Kitchen cabinets, Dining table and Sofa sets
for your house.

Partitions, False ceiling, Wall panelings
and complete furnishing of your Office/Insti-
tution. Specialist in painting of houses,
highrise buildings. hospitals, schools and
{actories. JAY PAR, 106 Sir P.5. Sivasamy
Satai, Mylapore, Madras 600 004. Ph: 76502.

Giri Brothers Pvt Lid. Specialists in quality
weighing & counting systems {mechanical
& glectronic). & Sales @ Service @ Hentals.
P 8 No. 1646, 51 Rajaji Salai, Madras-600 001.
Ph: 510161-63, 5225401.

MOSOUITOES? Instal NETLON Mosquito
Proofing Systems 1o your doors/windows/
ventsiwells & overhead tanks. For complets
installation contact KING KOLES,

157, MRH Road,Tapalpetti, Madhavaram,
Madras 600 060. Tel: (P.P} 576081.

Following on The Corper
Flag's story last fortnight,
The Man From Madras Musings
decided to investigate the
Chinese restaurant in question
and came away none the worse
for wear but no forrader in his
*investigative reporting’. In true
fivestar style, no one in the hotel
was forthcoming, leaving MMM

maniam style, for some docu-
mentary evidence somewhere
for what made some Englishmen
run at Chepauk. And, miracle of
miracles, he did stumble on some
such evidence — in northern
climes, if you please.

Two papers in that region
came up with reasons for why
Gooch and Gatting made runs

the verdict: ‘‘Overindulgence’
or, maybe, ‘‘indigestion’’, but
certainly not the prawns; after
all, 80 other visitors, including
at least six others from the
British party, including its
spiritual adviser, ate the same
food and reported no ill-effects.

And then MMM stumbled on
the most interesting information
of the lot, what the orders of
Gatting and Gooch were on that
fateful night. Trencherman
Gatting ,reported these papers,
dined on golden fried prawns,
chicken in orange and lemon
sauce, broccoli in light soya
sauce, lemon chicken and tiger
prawns with steamed rice, all
washed down first with beer,
then with Brouilly wine. Gooch
was more careful — he had
golden fried prawns, Szechuan
pork with chicken, Hakka
noodles and ice ceam. All this
despite a doctor from the London
Hospital of Tropical Diseases
briefing the team before this
tour: ‘‘Don't eat Chinese food or
shellfish"".

Now The Man From Madras
Musings doesn't guarantee any
of this; it is strictly from more
enterprising investigative report-
ers from other climes, but it can't
be too far from the truth,
Certainly the rest of the crowd
at the restaurant that night,
including the Oxbridge clergy-
man — who also dined well on
prawns by his own admission —
had no (g)rumbles the next day,
but then they were, for the most
part, not in the business of run-
making, Chinese or any other
style.

TAILPIECE: A similar story
from another age may be apo-
cryphal and it may have had
nothing to do with Madras, but
it is too delightful to leave out in
the present context. Apparently

. fast bowler Alf Gover startied his
English teammates by starting
his bowling run in an unofficial
‘Test' in India, then dashing past
the stumps without delivering
the ball and speeding straight for
the pavilion and dressing room
safety. Moments later, there was
a knock on the toilet door and

looking, in the best Chitra Subra- -

the Chinese way — and delivered -

SERVICES

16Models and Custom Built Computer
Furniture available at the best prices.
JAl ENTERPRISES, 811 Mount Road,
Madras-2. Ph. No. 832331/831054.

Vijay Malhotra & Associates Interior
Pianning for @ Office @ Showrooms etc.
o Exscution, supervision undertaken,
Ph: 865745. :

SITUATIONS VACANT

MBA Marketing, preferably with experience,

for a group dealing with Finance and
Capital Markel-related products. Apply to:
M/s Data Scan Pvt Ltd., First Floor, Habib
Complex, No. 3 Durgabhai Deshmukh Road,
Madras-600 028.

Space Sellers — Full Time required by Bull's
Eye. Apply 10: M/s Bull's Eyo, First Floor,
Habity Complex, No.3 Durgabhai Deeshmukh
Road, Madras-600 028.

Lord Tennyson — skipper of that
1937-38 MCC team — calied
out to Gover who replied, ‘I'll be
out in a few minutes, m'lord".
“That's all right,"" replied
m'lord, ‘but can we have the
match ball back in the mean-
time, lad?"

The Man From Madras
Musings wonders whether
Gooch and Gatting had heard

that one.

Yeltsin endangered ¥

he Man From Madras

Musings hadn't heard -this
one before, but retails it with the
same disclaimer as in .the
previous item. This time, the
journal is in climes even further
north, and, reporting from
Moscow, Nezavisimaya Gazeta
says that LTTE hitmen had tried
to kill Russian President Boris

PR TR

Yeltsin while he was on his visit
to India in Jannary. Apparently
Indian and Russian security
forces foiled the attempt.
Quoting chief of presidential
security Lt Gen Mikhail Barsu-
kov, the paper said the Tigers
wanted to capture the inter-
national headlines with their
attempt, so as to force India to
unbend a bit, as well as release
some of its members in captivity.
The paper added that the would-
be assassins had combat exper-
fence in Lebanon, where they
had also undergone spetial
training for the attempt.

To judge by the rest of the
report, Yeltsin could well be
living on borrowed time.
Apparently his security had,
according to Barsukov, foiled six
attempts on his life in 1992 and
two this year, world-wide. An
unenviable life that.
Amritraj invasion
’I‘hi.s is going to be the Ashok

Amritraj year in Madras.
The liberalisation policy will
enable the release in the city of
seven films he has made between
1989 and 1992.

The biggest of the lot will be
Schweitzer, the story of the
scholar-humanitarian Nobel
Peace Prize winner whose
hospital in Lambarene brought
hope to many in the jungle
villages of Gabon. To be released
as In the Light of the Jungle, the
film stars Malcolm McDowell
and Susan Strasberg. The film,
which was presented in Cannes
and was screened at the South
African Film Festival, is expected
to be released in India in
mid-April.

The 90-minute-long Sch-
weitzer is a bit of a change of
pace from the other Amritraj
Entertainment films, which are
all fast-paced and action-packed.
Those scheduled for release in
Madras this year are Invasion of
Privacy, Double Impact, IHlicit
Behaviour, Last Call, Legal
Tender, Night Eyes and, perhaps
by the end of the year, the film
shot last year in Mysore,
Tropical Heat. All of them have
been made ai less than half the
cost, each, of the Schweitzer
film, which budgeted at
$ 6 million; But they could each
well make more money than
what promises to be the best of
the lot.

In briet

* Who says the private sector
always gets it right? At a recent

international conference The
Man From Madras Musings
attended, a major handicrafts
emporium organised a bash one
evening for the 700-odd dele-
gates and hangers-on. A couple
of days later, the official Indian
Trade Promotion Organisation
threw another bash for this same
lot plus about 500 others. And
what a difference there was!
Both had about the same garden
and covered space to entertain
in, but while in the former case
everyone had to rudely push and
shove to get at food and drink,
which both ran out early, in the
latter case there were a host of
bearers bringing both non-stop
to comfortably seated guests,
who then went on to a sump-
tuous buffet if they weren't
already satiated. No wonder
hundreds of foreign businessman

left feeling that the Indian
Government is not as bad as it
is painted, whereas the private
sector, especially the trading
sector, tends to be slippery,
pennypinching and unreliable.

% The news from The Hindu
appears to be that its business
‘extra’ that this column spoke of
some weeks ago is going to be a
full-fledged daily economic
newspaper called Business Line
and that it is to be edited by
young Venu of the Kasturi
branch of the family. Scheduled
launch date is believed to be
Tamil New Year's Day if all goes
well with mice and men. Mean-
while, The Hindu, now showing
occasional signs of sprightliness,
has taken a step that can only be
welcomed in the City — even if
it, in a way, follows in the foot-
steps of the Deccan Herald of
Bangalore which has already got
an annual English theatre
festival going there,afestival rated
the biggest boost to amateur
English theatre in the country.

‘Madras between October and

that CWS's 3200 hectares of tea

Now, The Hindu is taking the
concept a step further and is
offering SIX handsome prizes for
“original playscripts written in
English on contemporary
socially relevant Indian themes"’
and promises that the ‘‘Madras
Players will stage a selection of
the award winning plays during
the theatre festival to be held in

December 1993'". Congratu-
lations, The Hindu, but why not
take it still further and hold the
festival as part of the Madras
Season, December-January?
That will make a fine Season the
finest in all India.

% The Murugappa Group’s CWS
(India) Ltd., a 50-year-old
plantation company with a
British Co-operatives’ back-
ground, has not only been
turned around by the group, but
it's got a name change too. It will
be known as Parry Agro Indus-
tries Ltd., a name most approp-
riate because the 200-year-old
and more Parry's, now in the
Murugappa Group too, pioneer-
ed coffee in the South and had
much to do with the switchover
to tea. Parry's later pulled out of
both and concentrated on sugar
and the supply of ‘manure’ to the
plantations. Parry's is now back
to associating itself with roots, so

and 200 hectares of coffee can
be increased by 350 hectares of
tea in Nepal and 1000 acres of
coffee in Karnataka, Part of the
secret of the turnaround of CWS
has been the spectacular increase
of yield from 1930 kg/ha to
3200 kg/ha between 1982 and
1988. Science and modern
managemeni techniques intro-
ducedby a group better known
for its conservativeness have
been responsible. Thomas Parry
would appreciate that in a
company that for all its moving
with the times has not lost its
sense of history.
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aid-back
champion
Viswanathan Anand, the Indian Chess Champion
and the World No. 3, has been having a good Linnares
tournament,. one of the loughest tournaments in the
Chess world. Shortly before he left for the Spanish
compelition — and a lrying year of compelition ahead
— Anand spent some weeks in Madras, holidaying a
home. And it was in his Besant Nagar home — where
lo many he's the boy next door who's just grown up
Madras Musings'’ VENKATACHARI
JAGANNATHAN had a long, freewheeling chat with
him. Excerpts from that relaxed conversation — which
is whal it was, rather than being an inlerview — are
featured below and in the next issue of Madras Musings.
They are limely, given Anand’s further triumphs in

— that

Linnares.

In a game where the human brain is
stretched to its limits as one player
tries o outsmart his opponent by
infusing life into 16 wooden pieces
arranged on a 64-square board, there
is, today, one Indian who can match
wits with the Gods of the game. Viswa-
nathan Anand (23), ranked World
No. 60 just three years ago, is No. 3
in 1993 — and hopes o move up.
1992 was a memorable year for
Anand. He won two Category 18 tour-
naments — the toughest in the circuit.
In Reggio Emilia, laly, he finished
ahead of world champion Garry
Kasparov and secured ‘equal first’ in
Moscow more recently. In fact, he
never setlled for a place below fifth last
year, though a surprise hiccup was his
defeat by Sergei Tiviakov at Tilburg,
Netherlands. To cap it all, he joined
the elite band of players who broke the
2700 ELO point barrier, his rating now
being 2710, just behind Kasparov and
Anatoly Karpov.
Interviewing Anand is just like being
a pari of the game he breathes. He
answers fast and, in the process,
foresees supplementaries and covers
them too. Few interviewers are a match
for him — and so you listen as he
recalls there were five narrow misses
before he achieved his Grandmaster's
nom in 1988. Sitting on the wooden
swing in his home in Besant Nagar, he
is philosophical when speaking about
the slow progress he made after that.
“Alter getting my Grandmaster's norm
in Coimbatore, [ relaxed a bit, thinking,

Ah! | am a Grandmaster now. Almost -

all players who get the title tend to relax
a bit and | was another victim. But
winning a GM title is just like getting
out of jail; you have to start life afresh.

1 realised before long, that the title was

just a stepping stone for bigger things
in chess.” ‘

Has the pressure increased after
becoming No. 37 “Not much,” he
feels. And explains, "'Beyond a point,

players don't look at the ratings, though

they are inviled to tournaments on the
basis of those numbers. But in a
14-person lournament, No. 3 will get
you in as will No. 9" Nevertheless,
he would like to move up to No. 2
and that's where the pressure is; he has
fo score at least 50 per cent in every
tournament he plays merely to retain
his rating and better if he is to improve
on il. .

Anand has no specific plans for
preparing for the next World
Championship cycle: “Simply more
work on'my chess in general, practising
abouit five hours a day and sorting out

" the problems I had with Ivanchuk and

" others.” But part of that preparation is
a hectic schedule he has ahead of him
this year. This month, he’s played in
Linnares, Spain, in a Category 18
tournament where he met Kasparov.,
lvanchuck, Kamsky, Gelfand, and
other top-notchers. Next, he plays in
Amsterdam in May. In between there
are a couple of small tounaments. But

Venkatachari
Jagannathan

India missed him at the Goodricke
Open in Calcutta, as it finished too
close to Linnares to leave him time to
prepare for' the more important
fournament. _

Another aspect of Anand's training
is his seconds. Why does he change
them often? “*For one thing,” he says,

- “most players want to qualify for the
Candidates. So finding one who'll stick
with you as a second is no! easy. But
there's a plus side: working with
different seconds is very rewarding, as
| get a fresh perspective all the time.”

v -
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‘Viswanathan

and, World No.3, but Madras's own.
(Photo: V.S. RAGHAVAN)

The seconds have helped Anand to
slow down his speed of play, but he
is still the fastest player at the top. In
the Moscow tounament, he took only
7 hours and 41 minutes for all seven
games — an average of an hour a game
— whereas Gelfand took 15 hours and
26 minutes. Speaking of the change,
Anand says, “The transition was
smooth. It was not like deciding
suddenly, yeah, I am going to play
slow. At critical moments — say when
| don't understand the pasition — | stop
to check and try not to be impulsive.
After all the Chess I've played, | have
become a more complete player and
have time to think more on new
ideas”.

But the thinking he does is on his
opponent’s lime. Anand's fastest game
till date was the one against Deformia
in the Lloyds Bank tournament; he
took only 12 minutes on his clock and
the game.ended in 49 minutes. Last
year, Anand finished second in the
Melody Amber Rapid tournament in
France and in the Swift Rapid

tournament.
(Conlinued on P5)

At little cost

In answer 1o your plea for suggestions for
any step towards a cleaner Madras
withou! money, here is my suggestion for
a brilliantly simple (I think!) small step. If
any city is a city of shops, it is Madras. They
are all over the place and only increasing
in number. Now, if each shop. and they
all seem to do well, is instructed to keep
spotless the pavement along its length and
also the depression where the kerb meels
the road. at its own expense, whalever the
cost and it would not be much. with strictly
enforced punilive measures for non-comp-
liance, and also if it is lold how the garbage
so collected should be disposed of, it should
be quile easy lo make a rea! difference to
the streets. This system could be extended
fo houses in residential areas.
| believe something like this was once
tried in China. | do not think it should be
impossible to enforce this rule. There would
have 1o be vigilante squads, composed of
citizens, perhaps.
Anna Abraham
14B Ganapathy Colony
Madras 600 018.

Wanting to know

Re: “Petty Politicking” in Madras Musings
Feb. 16-28:

Your writer mentions that Cholamandal
wanted a say in the selection of Indian antists.
There was no such request in any of our
letters to Max Mueller Bhavan.

MMB approached us to co-sponsor the
painlers’ camp some weeks ago. We agreed
to this proposal. but on the condition that
the names of the Indian arlists must be
intimaled to us before the letters of invitation
lo the artists were sent out. Disregarding our
request, the Max Mueller Bhavan sent out
the invitations to the Indian artists, where-
upon we had to dissassociate ourselves with
the project.

Cholamandal Artists™ Village, as your
wriler points oul rightly, is ‘the one and only
one of its kind" in the art world and we can’l
let anyone take us for granted and treat the

place as a hotel. We are entitled to know -

what type i artists come™and associale with
us during a camp, and all guidelines set by
the executive board have to be honoured,
as would be the case with any well-run
institution.

As for the allegation that Cholamandal
is undergoing an identity crisis, this is to
malign an institution unjustly, without
investigation.

M Senathipathi
President

Cholamandal Artists’ Village
Injambakkain

Madras 600 041.

Madras has, over the past hundred

and more years, witnessed many
brilliant lawyers create history in the
criminal courts not only in the City but
even elsewhere in the country. In the
early decades, most of them were
British barristers. And among that
glittering galaxy of criminal lawyers of
the early 20th Century was Nugent
Grant. _

Perhaps one of the most brilliant,
bold and dashing barristers to have
praclised in India, Nugen! Grant
belonged to a family of successful
barristers. The Grants settled in Madras
during the early 19th Century. They
claimed to be of Scottish descent, but
Nugent Grant firmly believed that the
British community in Madras did not
treat him the way he deserved. Thereby
hangs a tale ... the local, blue-blooded
British felt that Nugent Grant was not
the real McCoy but of Anglo-Indian
descent. So upset was he at not being
treated as a social equal, thal he opled
to seftle in Ooty instead of retiring to
Britain.

_Grant virlually ruled the criminal
courts of Madras besides enjoying a
lucrative practice on the Original Side

of the Madras High Court. He appeared

almost daily to conduct criminal cases,

and huge crowds of lawyers, litigants,
" Jaw sludents and the public gathered
to hear him tear a wilness o pieces,
with his devasling cross-examination,
or charm the jury and the judge with

his forensic eloquence. He is still

considered as having been one of the

- finest cross-examiners in the history of

the Madras High Court.
Take this example of his talent. An
eccentric house owner of Chinladripel

by
Randor Guy

filed a suit for damages against the
Madras Hlectric Tramways Ltd. Accord-
ing to him, the frequent running of
trams very close o his house had
caused several cracks in the walls,
causing irmeparable damage — hence
the suit. Nugent Grant appeared for the
tramway company and, after the
Plaintiff (the house owner) had
completed his evidence, Grant rose lo
cross-examine him.

Grant took his own time to ask the
first question. It was a trick of his trade
lo a slare at a wilness for a long lime,
to unnerve and unseftle him and make
him squirm with unbearable suspense!

The houseowner had made a good
impression on the judge and his case

. Chettiar called on him to engage him

seemed well-found. Till Nugent Grant
fired his first shot. i

“Mr So-and-So, how many cracks
are there in your house... excepling
you, of course?”

Roars of laughter greeted this
question, of course, and, as Granl
expected, the litigant in the box lost his
cool and began to shout and scream.
Which suiled Grant very well. In a
malter of minutes, he succeeded in
reducing the man from Chinladripet to
such as state that he almost withdrew
his case while still in the witness box.

Such was the slunning impact of
a single question hurled by Nugent
Grant.

Granl was a man of incredible guts.
He once threatened the Chief justice
of Madras when he tried to inlerfere
in a pending case of professional mis-
conduct against a local solicitor. But
Grant also had his own share of
eccentricities. A rich Nattukkottai

for an important civil case involving
several millions of rupees. Cheltiar
knew little English and addressed the
famed lawyer as ‘Nuisance Grant'!
Granl was so annoyed that he set his
dogs on the would-be client!
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The rouble rate

]usl before the Russian President’s visit last
month, his advance party had come to an
agreement with the GOl on settlement of
our debt to that country, stated to be, | think,
about Rs. 30,000 crores. This figure was
apparently amived at by our agreeing to pay
about half the debt at Rs. 31 1o a rouble
and the rest at Rs. 19 but this was not very
clear, al least to me.

The exchange rate in the first week of
March was 593 roubles to a dollar. This
means thal we have agreed to pay 20 times
the value of half our debt and 13 times for
the rest. Surely some explanation for this
should be given, Surprisingly no one seems
to be concerned or inferested in this very
large sum, about 20 per cent of our extemal
debt. | happened to meet an MP in Delhi
last week, a Central Minister actually. He
was unaware and quite astounded. If this
very large handout is for “support on the
Kashmir issue™ or on our stand on the NPT
or to ensure the supply of cryogenic rockel
material, it is simply too expensive. Or is
it for supply of spares for the 80 per cent
of our arsenal which is of erstwhile Soviel
origin? Bul we would be paying for the
spares anyway, and a large part is also not
of Russian origin.

After speaking to six people in Grindlay's
Bank and two in the RBI, | finally got the
answer of 593 roubles to the dollar, at the
‘Intemational Market” rate, through the
Canara Bank. But as far as the rupee-rouble
exchange rate is concemned | was told that
“he rate is fixed by a protocol and is not
quoted”. We were told some time ago that
future dealings with Russia would be on the
basis of the free exchange rate of the market.
A few days 250, in a financial column, | read
of Government advice to our businessmen
nol to wait for Russian Govemmeiit business
orders bul to go out and deal with Russian
businessmen directly. Withcut knowing the
rate of exchange? All dealings are to be on
i.e open market?

Could MM'’s financial expert put us
wise?

Lt. Gen. 1 S Gili
31 South Bank Road,
Mandavalli, Madras 600 028.

Effective comment(ators)

Congralulalions on “Comer Flag's” excel-
fent ‘Four Days at Chepauk’ laced with
mild but effective sarcasm. As for the last
para about the inanities of the drunken
commentator, who still got his chance,
perhaps Doordarshan prefers inebriated
tatkers to sober men.

P S Sundaresan

Madras 600 018.

Trees in court

Furlher to my story in Madras Musings

(Jan. 16), it is heartening to see thal
the Public Works Department quickly got
to work and removed the trees growing in
the walls of the majestic High Courl
buildings.

It is nice to find the voice of Madras
Musings being listened lo — in some quarters
al least. '

Rajind N Christy
14515 Classic Apartments
Anna Nagar West
Madras 600 040.

Dr Rangachari’s day

The nostalgia about Kensington (The Old

& The New: MM Feb. 1) goes deeper,
as, earlier, Dr. S Rangachari examined
patients there every moming (imespective of
status). , ]

The single statue in front of the General
Hospital does scant justice to the memory
of the great doctor whose Rolls-Royce was
familiar to the slum-dwellers of Madras.

M B Sarangapani
Bangalore.
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Some of thecityh were brave

enough fo come. The ones who
stayed at home had probably already
leamt from their wives the management
techniques which Charu Rangnekar
would expound in his talk, ‘Leamning
Management From Your Wife', at the
C P Ramaswami Art Centre. As for the
wives in the audience, | must say we
grew increasingly more bedazled with
our own managerial brilliance as
Rangnekar's talk unfolded. And what's
more, it all came from the horse’s,
pardon, the management pundil’s
mouth itself, the wizard whose In the
Wonderfand Of Indian Management is
a runaway intemational bestseller.
Never again will | airily dismiss
management jargon as so much poppy-
cock, old wives’ commonsense
masquerading as new science elc., efc.
Not when it has been revealed to us

manages peace in the house. Talking
of getting the work done by managing
egos, ever seen the wile appealing to
the husband: “Please, Darling, can you
open the cheese tin — 1 just can't do
it. You do it so well"". And, naturally,
the ‘clever’ husband, chest swelling
with pride, opens the tin, bottle, can,
whatever. When an intrigued
Mr Rangnekar saw this nifty managerial
scenario being enacled at his neigh-
bour's for the 30th day running — with
the happy husband unscrewing soda
bottles with great alacrity — he decided
to gifi the good lady with a botile
opener. Whereal, she gently took him
aside, thanked him, but gave back the
opener: *Do you think | can't open the
bottle myself? It's just that my asking
him makes him feel so important and
the work gets done in a jiffy too. A
bottle-opener will spoil it all...”

old wives that not only are we the
power behind the macho managerial
throne, but are the throne itself...
And when did this revelation first
dawn on Mr Rangnekar? By his own
admission, it was while he was swilling
the golden liquid with some foreign
management experls, one of whom
confided that he had learnt the Visual
Assessment and Evaluation Technique
in Managemeni from his wife. How,
he'd asked his better half, did stores
never run out in her kitchen? Did she
have a magical managerial formula for
it? To which she, no doubt, replied,

with some exasperation, that when she

saw any item coming below the hall-
way mark in any bolle or jar, she
promptly replenished it. Rangnekar
went home, cross-checked with his wife
and got the same answer — And Voila!
The feminine managemen! mystique
was finally openly acknowledged. Not
for nothing, said Rangnekar, is the
woman in Indian Lore known as
‘Grihalakshmi’ or ‘Gharwali’. [t’s
because -she is a manager par
excellence of the household, arfd the
husbands had better learn from her.

How does a good manager main-
tain harmonious relations with, and
amongst, his often prickly co-workers
and warring subordinates? And get
oplimum work results from them?
Well, let him observe his wie tackling
their two squabbling children. To the
elder one she says: “You must look
after your younger brother, he loves
you. Don't fight with him. Do whal
he wants”. And to the little one: "'Didi
is older and loves you. Don't fight with
her. Obey her!" By subtly playing on
their finer instincts, she continually
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Motivating the worker is the
keystone of successful management.

Walch the wife talking to children: “If -

you don't do your homework, I-WILL-
TELL-DADDY". "So you skipped
tuition again? WAIT-TILL-DADDY-
COMES-HOME!" This ploy works
year after year till the child is well
ensconced in a medical, engineering or
Ivy League college abroad! And never
mind if poor old Daddy was blissfully
unaware all along of his role as remote
control motivator.

The 3-stage management technique
of Training-Trial-Final Performance is
also handled with impeccable finesse
by the wife. Walch her ‘train’ her
daughter in the culinary aris under her
loving walchful eye. During the ‘trial’
period the daughteris urged to “Try
the chappatti-which-looks-life-a-papad
on Daddy.” After all, it's his daughter’s
labour of love! Or “Give Daddy the
Payasam” — Oh, you put salt in it,
never mind, give it to him . Someone
has to eal it! This goes on till one fine
day the darling daughter emerges from
her chrysallis — as a Cordon Bleu
cook!

One aspect of the wile's manage-
ment tool which all husbands must be
all-too-aware-of is the motivalion-
reinforcemnent technique, which coarser
minds term as ‘nagging’! Though the
stoutest-hearted males have bitten the
dust under the relentless onslaught of
this technique, perhaps men would do
well to emulate it — it can pay work
dividends. However, I'd advise male
managers against the hydraulic pressure
often exercised by wives in managing
situations. Alas, men do not make a
pretty picture when they cry...

Lastly, Mr Rangnekar advised
husbands to better their management
outpul by increasing their information
inputs. How? Walch the wife playing
her rummy hand with consummate skill
while she simultaneously listens to and
converses with — ten other card
players. Unbelievable? Well, walch
your wife at her next rummy party.

Watch your wife, and hone your
management skills, Or, better still,
watch other people’s wives as well,
concluded Rangnekar in ringing tones
— il might be more interesting...
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, : - The streets of Kothawal Chavadi in Georgetown are
S)r“ 5;,3&_% Bk © so congested with pebgle, vehicular variety, vegetables
o ‘?é‘ﬁhiij:’ / and refuse that the ancient wholesale market is literally
S i a slum. The market’s 50-acre premises, owned by the
R " Sri Kannikaparameswari Devasthanam Charities, were
built around 1803, together with the neighbouring
temple, on the site of a vegetable garden, the Komatla
Thota. Not far from it had been established Madras’s
first organised retail market, Popham’s Market, in
FE 1789. It remained here till it was

condemned as insanitary in 1865 »owsae &
QLD and i was in-its place that work TEAE

LN ]

S,

which opened its doors in 1900 as

Moore Market. No one ever thought to condemn the
Kothawal Chavadi wholesale market as insanitary and
S0 it continues to this day, more than 5000 persons
working in and around it every day from 3 a.m.

But even if not condemned as insanitary, certainly
the congestion it causes has been taken note of, and
s0, some years ago, it was decided to shift the wholesale
vegetable, fruit and flower markets from George Town
to a site in Koyambedu, just west of Anna Nagar, by
the road to Poonamallee. And THERE have come up
the architecturally appealing stalls seen in our two
pictures of the New, together with several other
amenities, referred to in our story on Page 1. The only
hitch appears to be that no one seems (o want to move
from the squalor and stench of Kothawal Chavadi. And
so, for over a year, these almost-ready stalls in the
Koyambedu Wholesale Market have been awaiting
takers, and, as in the New Moore Market complex, the
authorities have been unable to get occupants to nmove
in.
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AIDS is, even loday, a danger faced
in lhe case of liaisons with
_commercial sex workers. Bul, from
1990, those working on HIV/AIDS at
Madras Medical College have found
that the danger exists even beyond this
fimited world.
Tesling and surveillance gave

indications of the'trends and directions

the infection was taking. The cases
described below could help us under-
stand the gravity of the AIDS problem.

Gopalan, who tested HIV positive
in July 1992, is 31 years old and is
employed as a mechanic in a public
sector organisation. His wile, Sita, is a
Corporation social health worker.
Though they had been in love for
almost 10 years, they could get married
only in April 1991. Exaclly a year later,
Gopalan had a continuous fever
accompanied by diarrhoea. His
muscular body began to show signs of
weakness as he rapidly began 1o lose
weight. Medical treatment failed to
help.

A worried Sita, whose work took
her to various hospitals in Madras,
suspected AIDS in the case of her
husband. She had heard about
Dr Suniti Solomon's AIDS awareness
programmes and lost no time in

but Kasi and his wife, though infected,
are yel to show signs of illness.

This third case is from the most
vulnerable section of society, those in
the 15-24 age group. Twenty-year-old
Mani was a happy, carefree college
student with lots of plans for the future.
But life suddenly took an unexpecled
turn for him recently. During a friend’s
operation, Mani volunteered blood, but
his blood was confirmed as being HIV
positive during the mandatory blood
tests. Mani was shocked beyond words.
While talking to him, the AIDS
Resource Group found out that he had
reqularly indulged in unprolected,
multi-partner sex from the age of 15.

“This is not ‘his’ or ‘her’ problem,
it is ‘my" problem and 'your' problem.
And il is only if all of us work con-
certedly logether, sharing experiences,
problems and solutions, that we will
have some chance of winning the war
against AIDS — and win we must,”
states Dr Solomon.

— Dhanya Gopinath
(The names of the HIV patients
mentioned here are fictitious, but the
case studies are from Pragnya, by

Rashmi Pachauri Rajan, for the AIDS
Resource Group of the MMC.)

bringing a sample of Gopalan's blood
lor screening at the Government
General Hospital. He was found to be
HIV positive. As to how Gopalan had
got infected, he ‘confessed” that he had
been indulging in multi-partner sex
before his marriage.

Gopalan may have brought the
HIV upon himself, but take the case
of 4-yearold Maya, the second
daughter of Kasi, who runs a poultry
business in a small village near Salem.
Kasi is 36 vears old and has another,
perfectly healthy daughter.

Maya was a sickly child from birth.
When her bouts of high fever, accom-
panied by diarthoea and swellings in
the neck and arm, could not be locally
cured, Kasi brought her to Madras. It
was soon found thal she was a
HIV/AIDS case.

Dr Solomon, who took a lot of
interest in Maya's case, started looking
beyond her. She suggesled that Kasi
and his wile also get their blood tested
and discovered that both of them were
also infected. The source of infection
appears o have been a blood trans-
fusion that was administered to Kasi's
wife during the sixth month of her
second pregnancy when shé was pro-
fusely bleeding. Maya is extremely ill,

started in 1898 on a new market
NEW

lEvery teen generalion has its pet

fixations when it comes to fashion.
Our Seventies' generation was obsessed
with bottoms; bell-bottoms that is, let
me clarify before you get naughty ideas!
Lads and lasses lounged around in
trousers that hugged thighs and flared
knees downwards lo strelch from heel
lo toe at the bottom. The females wore
psychedelic ‘lops’ — loose, shapeless
creations that just about reached below
the bottom and the bell-botioms took
over below that point. Lads hung about
in guru shirts.

By the time we gol out of medical
college, bell-bottoms were out; thrown
inlo the dustbin of leen-fashions. And
drainpipes were in. [ suspect they still
are, because 'can’l ever get lo check
a young man's knee-jerk these days by
rolling up his trousers; they are so tight
it is @ wonder how they can get into
them at all.

In our days, to complete the post-
dum-maaro-dum look, you wore
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Kohapuri chappals or ‘keds’ (canvas
shoes) and draped & kulch-work sling-
bag over one shoulder. Males sported
long hair and macho muchchas or
beards, while females let down their
hair amid chunky silver jewellery. This
was the All-india-70's appearance thal
integrated JNU-ites, MCC-ites, Vellor-
ians, Calcutians, IIT-ans, Bombay-ites...

But that species is virtually extinct
today. 1993 promises to be the “Year
of the Ear and Foot™, to borrow a
manner of expression from the Chinese.
Fars — our generation gave them no
ear; quys never thought about them:

girls, as always, wore earrings, but only
one pair al a time. The generation that
followed ours had ears only for music,
whal with Walkmans permanently
plugged into them. But today's
generalion seems fo have a veritable

car-fixation. The entire personality of
the young male of today seerns to hinge
on that single earring dangling from a
ear. And not to be outdore, the girls
are info mulliple earrings — a minimum
of three pairs at one go!

inance Minister Dr Man-
mohan Singh's ‘‘grumble-
free”” bydget has spurred on
exporters, who will benefit from
higher rupee realisations from
the favourable exchange rate.
in Madras, equated with
exports of granite and leather,
exporters are beaming all the
way to the banks. Leather
exporters in particular see a great
future ahead, for, according toa
successful Madras-based leather
exporter, leather represents the
“‘most versatile and potentially
lucrative commodity that we can
place our rich manpower re-
sources in''. Moreover, he
claims, it's also ‘“‘great fun''.
The 2000-0dd guests who
attended ‘‘The Leather Show"’,

held recently in the luxuriant
ambience of the Taj Coromandel
Hotel, in Nungambakkam,
would undoubtedly agree. Over
the decade that the Indian
Council for Leather Exports has
organised this FashionShow —
as a trendy introduction to its
three-day annual trade fair, now
part of the Madras ‘Season’ — it
has been, according to one
female ‘glitterati’ of the city's "in-
circuit’, *‘a titillating ‘must’ to
set the Season into fourth gear’.
This year's splash was no except-
jon. In fact, the modish pro-
fessionalism with which it went
off, as well as the ‘‘seriously
chic'’ numbers it presented,
promised a slicker era ahead,
giving a Europe-slanted edge to
Indian leather couture in
general.

Aside from the clothes
presented, which were nece-
ssarily in Western styles suitable
for the export market, the thing
most noticeable this year in this
shift to the West, said the in-
circuit doyenne, was the models.
They are getting *‘skinnier and
skinnier (and raunchier and
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where The Leather Show featured ol only | whom the large audience found hard to
fashions in Jeather aimed at Western markets § believe were really Indian.

raunchier) — progressively more
like many of the semi-anorezxic,
aerobics-dependent, Western
supermodels,’” she pronounced.
Twenty Bombay belles were
flown in specially for the Madras
show. Aside from their raven-
coloured hair, and the prover-
bially liquid black eyes typical of
the Indian woman, you could
mistake any of them and the
fashion show they starred in for
the standard products found in
any of the technologically
advanced ‘Big Seven’ nations.

Add the leggy, miniskirted
bombshells to their strapping,
muscle bound partners, throw in
flashing psychedelic lights and
drown everything in thumping
‘Acid-House' style music — and
you have the carefully honed
marketing package Indian
leather expoiters gave the world
during this year's extravaganza.
And was the Taj bappy, as the
crowd, wowed by it all, pointed
to larger groups of visitors next
year!

The Chairman of the Council
for Leather Exports, taking time
off from all this fun, envisaged
exports worth Rs. 10,000
crores by 1994-1995 in the
fields of shoes, garments and
accessorizs, as  against
1990-91's Leather garments

Rs 593 | crores.

Accessories
Rs. 414 crores and Footwear
and footwear components
Rs. 815 crores. The metamor-
phosis .is complete: ‘‘Moderni-
sation, expansion, professional
management, product and
market development ... and
India's greatest asset, her vast
labour force — have all been
actively fostered ... the results
are now tangible ... we're ready
fo spread our wings, fly even
higher.” The message heralds a
brave new consumeristic world

set to benefit — WHOM?

The other Ninelies' fixation is
related to the Foot. Those filarial-leg
look-alike shoes have become a must

in every leenage wardrobe worlh ils

name. Distraught parents have to shell
oul up to Rs. 800/- for a pair of those.
The physical-fitness-mad Lighties
spawned an enlire exercise gear in-
dustry and the Nineties kids are their
victims. Shoes have diversified infto
‘runners’, ‘jumpers’, ‘walkers’, ‘joggers’,
‘sneakers ... the list is endless. Junior,
in all probability. snoozes till 8 a.m.
and the only exercise he does is to put
up his feet to watch Star T.V. Yel he
simply MUST wear Nikes to college.!

Mercifully, what comes between
the Ear and Fool is fairly simple these

days. T-shirts, preferably with a few

mis-spelt words on it, and a pair of
‘Bermudas’ (translale as loose, ill-fiting
shorts held in place with a ‘cord’ —
which is just a stylish name for a naada)

are enough. Moreover, both teenage
son and leenage daughter can share this
wardrobe; like Mao-suits, T-shirts '’
Bermudas are unisex garments. For the
feminine- minded girl, wearing skirts or
midis over the T-shirt does the trick.

A strange offshoot of this is that the
only youngsters who wear decent long-
pants and shirts these days are the
under-lens. My six-year-old wouldn’t
be caught dead in shorts. He wants to
wear only ‘pants’ or ‘jeans’ ! “When
are you ever going to wear shoris then,
Shriram?" | exclaimed in exasperation
the other day after a sartorial argument.
“When | am as big as Bobby,” came
his retort, referring to our 19-year-old
neighbour who lives in shorts. | can't
wait for the wheel of fashion to tum:
for the times when litlle boys will want
{o wear shorts and grown-up teenagers
will sport long-pants once more!.

Meet the

(Continued from P3)

Taking a look at the current World
Championship, the Indian Grandmaster
rates the chances of Kasparov retaining
the title high, but cautions, ““Though
Kasparov may have won more often
against Short, the Englishman can
surprise”’. Kasparov, he feels. will be
in the top bracket “for some years to
come”". Of his childhood idol. Bobby
Fischer's retum after 20 years of self-
imposed exile, Anand says, “f he can
play this well, he can challenge the
best. But it is difficult to say whal
Fischer wants to do. He seems 1o be
interested in playing matches and not
tounaments. Moreover, he is fifty. And

champion

also there is an arest warrant out for
him"

Welcoming FIDE's proposal to
reduce the starting rating from 2200
FLO points to 2000 points, he finds
no reason to have separate rating lists
for women and men, especially as they
are increasingly coir:peting in the same
tournaments. ““Some of the Women
Grandmasters play as well as the men.
The problem is they have for so long
played as a separate group. They will
become stronger after competing more -
against men.” His own record against
women players, he thinks, is about
70-30 in his favour.

(To be concluded next fortnight)

Shounea

CEOLL

BEST PRICES FOR
* APPLE NoteBook Computers

* DIGITAL TIGER PC’s

* DIGITAL ALPHA

* DIGITAL UNIX/ VAX Systems

* MODI OLIVETTI PC’s

* QLIVETTI BubbleJet Printers

* LIPI High Speed Frinters

* CALCOMP Plotters & Digitisers
* L & T Dot Matrix Printers

* L & T EPABX Systems

* MODI XEROX Copiers

* MODI XEROX FAX Machines

* MODI XEROX Laser Printers

* Standard Software Products

* LEducational Software for Schools

Contact:

COLT COMPUTER CENTRE P LTD,
69, NUNGAMBAKKAM HIGH ROAD, MADRAS - 34,
Ph: 472889,475113, 8252868
b
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lthough the last couple of

of Chinese restaurants open up
in the City, the older generation
of eateries seem to be holding
their own. LIU'S WALDORF
(Adyar, a block away from IIT)
is, 21 years later, as famous for
its Chinese cuisine as it was
when it was one of the earliest
Chinese restaurants in Madras.
The decor is predominantly red,
the Chinese colour signifying
prosperity, and the small cosy
restaurant is further brighténed
by silk-tasselled dragonlanterns,
an enormous painted hand fan,
and a number of quaint curios,
including the inevitable
Laughing Buddha.

The restaurant serves some
of the tastiest Chinese cuisine in
town at unbeatable prices. The
Vegetable Wonton Soup looks
ordinary enough until you bite
the pasta-wrapped packages and
get at the filling within. You can
work your way through an ex-
tensive but inexpensive menu —
chicken, mutton, prawn, fish,
crab, pork, Mei Fun (rice
noodles) and Spring Rolls. The
helpings are atrociously large
(for once) and just Rs. 40/- will
see a couple of diners tucking
into a satisfying two-course
meal. Vegetarians have a set of
specialities to choose from, and

onths have seen a number -

the American Chop Suey
(Rs. 23/-) is especially delect-
able, golden brown, crisp fried
noodles in a sweet-salt tomato
gravy topped with stir-fried
vegetables. The sauces that are
ever-present on the table invite
experimentation, but beware the

Chopstick time again!

expect, there arrived a con-
coction that looked and tasted
like a cup of strong tea pepped
up with Bournvita and curdled
milk. *‘Soup?"’ I said. ‘‘Soup,"’
he said. After a meticulous
search, I discovered one kernel
of corn looking and tasting

'FOODS & FADS

lat-cheong (hot sauce) that looks
innocuous but packs a punch.
The friendly staff and the
wonderful food make LIU'S
WALDORF a favourite with
students and no wonder!

For better, for worse

Thb is the time of the year
when the Raspberry Awards
are doled out in America — to
the Year’s Worst Actor, Worst
Actress and Movié respectively.
Maybe Madras should learn from
America (we're always broad-
minded in India) and institute
something in the same genre for
the restaurateurs of the city.
Worst Dish definitely goes to the
Sweet Corn Soup (Rs. 16/-)
- dished out by HARRY'S FAST
FOODS (12, Venkatanarayana
Road, T'Nagar.) Instead of the
mushy kernels of corn in an
equally mushy base that you
(reasonably or regularly ?!)

extremely sorry for itself. And
don’t make the mistake of trying
the salads either — last year’s
vegetables in God knows which
year's mayonnaise.

The saving grace are the

burgers and the pizzas, especially
if you like the latter well spiced.
The Coronet Pizza (Rs. 15/-) has
cheese, shredded pineapple (and
I strongly suspect, some pav-
bhaji masala) for the topping.
The pizza is served sizzling hot
and is surprisingly quite
pleasing, in-spite of the strange
combination, and is among the
more tasty items on the bill of
fare.

Cooks and books

The Mini Book Fair on the first
floor of Chettiar Hall
(74, TTK Road) has books on
every conceivable topic under
the sun. However, the cookery

" as cook books devoted entirely

books are the most rewarding —
there are ones by Tarla Dalal,
Vimla Patil and others, as well

to South Indian, vegetarian and
low-calorie foods, pickles, pre-
serves, snacks and tiffin. All the
Indian books have a 15 per cent
discount, while all the foreign
ones are at bargain prices.

Maths buffs can really let
themselves go — linear algebra,
plane trigonometry, calculus and
whatnot occupy most of the
available space. Dictionaries and
encyclopaedias (bzautiful illu-
strated hardback ones) lie side by
side with Simon & Schuster’s
Complete Guide to Mushrooms,
Fossils and Shells. The latter are
at Rs. 150/- each, with detailed
colour illustrations. The maudlin
sentimentalists can make a
beeline for the stacks of Milis &
Boons, at Rs. 28/- each. Archie,
Dennis the Menace and Osho
(poor man! how he would have
shuddered!) vie for attention
with children's books, textbooks
of medicine, sociology, psycho-
logy and economics. :

The Fair is on upto the 20th,
but don't worry if you can't
make it — it is scheduled to
return in another three months’
time!

— Bhavana Kay

Did you know thal you can make

pulao with ladies' fingers? Try the
innovalive Ladies’ Fingers Pulao. Make
dal the Bengali way — Chollar Dal.
Bottle Gourd Masala is an excellent side
dish which can be served with both rice
and chappati. Or try Chicken Kurma,
a spicy, aromatic masala with either.

CHICKEN KURMA
Ingredients
1 chicken {appx. 1 kg)
4 onions medium (chopped fine)
3 tomatoes medium (chopped fine)
8-10 flakes garlic - grind 1o
3" piece ginger a paste
4-6 green chillies (Slit lengthwise)
2 or 3 tsp chilli powder '
2 or 3 tsp dhania powder
% tsp turmeric powder
2" piece cinnamon
8-10 cloves
3 cardamoms
1 small piece bay leaf
¥% coconut (grind to a paste)
%2 cup curd
% cup mint leaves
1 cup coriander leaves
3 or 4 tbs oil
Sall to taste

Method

Clean and -cut the chicken into
medium pieces. Heat the ol in a thick-
bottomed vessel. Add the garam masala
and the onions. fry to a golden colour.
Add the ginger, garlic paste. Fry till a

Powder
coarsely

nice aroma comes. Add the tomatoes,
green chillies, masala powders one after
the other and fry for a minute.

Now add the chicken pieces, then
the coconut paste. Mix the whole thing
till well blended. Now add the curd and
the mint leaves and fry for a minute.
Add 3 or 4 cups of water and salt lo
taste. Cover and cook till chicken js
done. Add the coriander leaves and
remove from fire. Serve with plain rice,
or parathas or chappatis.

Mrs P Raghupathy

LADIES’ FINGERS PULAO

1 cup basmali rice, soaked in water
for ¥2-hour, drained and set aside.
100 g fresh fadies’ fingers
1 onion, sliced
1 tsp cummin seeds
1% tsp fresh garam masala
2 or 3 pods or garlic, chopped fine
1 bay leaf
2 1bs ghee
Salt to taste
Oil for deep frying

Method

Heat oil for deep frying.
Cut the ladies' fingers into Y2-inch
pieces. Deep fry and set aside.

Heat the two tablespoons ghee.
Add cummin, seeds. When they

splutter, add the sliced onions and

/
\ IN THE/

\
w _

garlic. Sauté for a minule or two. Add
the garam masala, rice and salt.

Add two cups of water. Cook
covered, till water is almost absorbed.
Lower the heat, place a tawa below
the pan and cook on a low heat till
the moisture in the rice is completely
absorbed and the rice is cooked. Just
before serving gamish with fried ladies’
fingers. Serve hot.

CHOLLAR DAL
1 cup bengal gram dal T Pressure
! large onion, sliced cooked
2 pods of garlic in two
2 green chillies, * cups of
slit sideways water and
2 or 3 bay leaves set aside
¥ inch piece ginger,
chopped fine .J
| tbs ghee
2 tbs ol

% inch piece ginger, scraped and
ground lo a paste

MADRAS

‘ MUSINGS:
SMALLS

® If you are on our Mailing Lis!,
Rs. 100/- for THREE
separate one~centimelre SMALLS,

® |f you are NOT on our Mailing
List, but want to get on i,
Rs. 150 for THREE separate
one-cenlimelre SMALLS.

NOTE: Al cheques to Lokavani-Hall
Mark Press Pvi. Lid., 62/63 Greames
Road, Madras-600 0G6°

Register now for al-level courses storting 7th April

40, College Road - Madras 6 - Ph: 479803, 471477
Office Hours : 9a.m. - 12 Noon & 4p.m. - bp.im.

Annexe Opening in
Adyarand

Anna Nagar

| large tomalo, chopped fine
% cup shelled peas, boiled and set
aside
1 tsp red chilli powder
Y2 isp turmeric powder
1 tsp garam masala
1 tsp sugar
| tsp cummin seeds
Y% coconut, cut into % inch pieces
2 red chillies (whole)
Sall to taste

Method.

Heat oil, add sugar, cummin seeds
and whole red chillies. Fry for a minute
or two. _

Add ginger paste, chopped coconut
pieces and fry till coconut pieces turn
golden.

Add chopped tomatoes, peas,
turmeric, red chilli powder.

Fry for a minute. Add the cooked

dal and salt. Cook till well blended.

Heat the ghee, add the garam
masala and pour the mixture over the
dal. Serve hot with rice.

BOTTLE GOURD MASALA
% kg botle gourd, peeled and
chopped inlo % inch pieces
1" piece ginger, scraped and grated
3 or 4 ths oil
2 or 3 green chillies, slit sideways
4 tomatoes, chopped fine
1 teaspoon cummin seeds, roasted
and powdered
1 teaspoon coriander seeds powder
% teaspoon lurmeric powder
Juice of a lemon
Salt to taste
A small bunch of coriander leaves, chopped

fine.

Method

Heat oil, add ginger, slit green
chillies and coriander seeds powder. Fry
for a minute or two.

Add the chopped bottle gourd,
tomatoes, turmeric powder and salt.
Add a sprinkling of water. Cover and
simmer till vegetables are done.

Remove from heat. Add the
.curnmin seeds powder and lemon juice.
Mix well. Gamish with coriander

leaves. Serve hot.
Chandra Padmanabhan

re
#

Qulzzm
with

Ramanan

(Quizmaster- V.V. Ramanan's
question are all from the fort-
night February 16 — 28).

1. Who is leading the Indian dele-
gation at the 49th session of the
UN Commission on Human

Rights at Geneva?

2. Which former speaker of the
Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly -
passed away recently?

3. Who retained her tille at the
National - Junior Girls' Chess
Championship?

4. Which Madras landmark was the
site of a bomb blast on February
19th?

5. Who is the new president of the
Sahitya Akademi?

6. On which day did the holy month
of Ramazan commence this year?

7. Poet Naresh Mehta is the recipient
of the 1992...7

8. Whal event made the evening sky
of Madras mullihued on February

19th? o
9. Who is the new Chiel Minister of
Meghalaya?
10. Name the two films which have

swepl this year's Oscar nomi-
nations, with nine each.

11. Where. was the foiled BJP rally’
supposed lo have been held?

12. What landmark was achieved in
Indian spotting history on
February 24th?

13, Of which foundation, inaugurated

in England, is Prince Charles the .

honorary patron?

14. In the Railway budget, what is the
minimum raise in the monthly
season licket rates?

15. C. Thangaraju is the new...?

16. Name the Indian, the commander
of UNPROFOR in Croatia and
Bosnia and Herzégovina, who laid
down office on February 28th.

17. Which music legend swept this
. year's Grammy awards with six
awards?

18. According to the L.T. returns filed,

what is the estimated wealth of the

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister,

J. Jayalalitha? -

19. Who is the only Indian in the
F.W.D. De Klerk Cabinet in
South Africa?- -

20. The estimaled Indian . budget‘~

deficit for the year 199394 is....
(Answers on Page 8)
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The campus repor! in the lndtan
Express. had said it was "unique”

because it was in Tamil. | went lo the

annual play of Women's Christian
College chuckling over that statement.
That one statement showed how in-
sulated our education system is from
local language theatre!

Of course, it was the first time ever
that a Tamil play was being staged as

- the annual event at WCC. A landmark

event, no doubt. But it just HAD to
be an adaptation of the Western play,

. of course. Who knows about any

original play in Tamil in Madras!

Be that as it may be, Visaranai, an
adaptation of Franz Kalka's The Trial,
was certainly a sensitive adaplation and
the action, the costumes, Dr Rudran's

- backdrops and R Anupama's con-

vincing portrayal of the protagonist, all
evoked much favourable comment.

An unusual play

Sl John's School, Besant Nagar, have
a very different play on the anvil.

Velusaravanan, a young and bright
graduate from the School of Drama and

‘Unique’ ’COS
it’s Tamil

Velusaravanan's programme al S:Hrarangam

Folklore, Pondicherry, is directing an

unusual play with the students for a -

The view from

- the wings
'@ by V.R. Devika }

function in which the Chief Minister is

scheduled to participate. The staff were
at first quite taken aback with the

experimentation, but are now bending
backwards to help, while the students
are obviously enjoying the new
experience.

Velusaravanan is also doing brief,
one-man shows at SITTRARANGAM,
the ‘Small Thealre’, at the Fairland
grounds every evening.

Exciting events

There are two exciling events ahead

in Madras. The first is the perfor-
mance of Theyya Theyyam by
Kavalam Narayana Panikkar’s

‘Sopanam" al Max Mueller Bhavan on
March 20th. This is the first time the
Thiruvananthapuram-based Kavalam is
bringing his group to Madras. Kavalam,
who has contribuled a great deal fo the
evolution of a new Indian theatre idiom
based on the country’s long theatrical
tradition, has received his share of
bouquels and brickbats for his experi-
mentation with traditional and con-
temporary theatre, Which makes
Theyya Theyyam a landmark event in
Madras, something to look forward to.
The other event is the dance perfor-
mance The Union of Ganga and
Jamuna by Chandralekha at Kala-
kshetra. Again sponsored by Max
Mueller Bhavan, the production will be

the result of a month-long workshop-

Chandralekha  would have held with
dancers Claudia Lichitblau, llliana
Chitaristi and Shangila and singers
Chantal Herdes and Aruna Sairam. The
production promises great things.

Reading Seth

On April 2nd and 3rd, there will be

a reading from Vikram Seth's work
at the USIS. It will be directed by
Ranvir Shah, who says this is a
watershed year for Vikram Seth. The

‘readings will present a specirum of

Seth’s works and will show the variety,
the skill and splended craftsmanship of
today's most talked-about Indian
author. Reading as a hobby is dying
out, says Ranvir, so literature presented
through theatre may create a ripple of

interes!, in.schools and colleges. We:

hope.

A landmark Budget

ere has been persistent cnhcasm
about the Finance Minister not
having conceded any tax concessions
in his latest Budget. While this is, by
and large, justified, what should not be
missed is the absence of any new
imposts and the impact that the Budget
has already had on prices. Almost for
the first time in living memory prices
of a wide range of goods, including tea,
coffee, edible oil, vanaspati, cosmetics,
biscuils efc, as well as those of cars,
airconditioners, refrigerators, fans and
other household appliances, have been
marked down. A general fall in prices
is @ more lasting and worthwhile
reward than a reduction in tax liability.
This is the advantage that is being
generated by the economic philosophy
of the Government.

The second important philosophy
of the Budget has been a restatement
of the business of the Government.
There is open acknowledgement that
it is no longer the business of the

Government to run manufacturing -

operations and other commercial
establishments or provide services that
can be generated by the operation of
free market forces. Budget allocations
for these operations are, therefore,
gradually being reduced as their
dependence on the market mechanism
increases. Government has clearly
recognised that its business relates to the
provision of such services as health,
education, infrastructure and pollution
management, which cannot be offered
by entities working on a commerc:al

basis.

The other slated goal of the
Govemment is the regulation of the free
market forces and entities — it has

strengthened the hands of SEBI, which °

regulates the Capital Market, and has
provided for close monitoring of the
performance of banks through a special
cell that will be set up within the

i Reserve Bank of India. The signal shif

in the policy of the Government, away

[rom managing industry fo merely
regulating it, is typified in its decision
to disinvest a portion of the equity in
the public-owned commercial banks in
the country. There is also clear-proof
in the Budget that the Government
now also intends to disinvest some of
its holdings in insurance companies. All
this, along with the impending entry of
new private sector banks on to the
Indian scene, will generate competition
in the banking industry, making for
cheaper and more efficient services to
the customer.

The third philosophy of the Budget
worthy of nole is the emphasis on
export growth, a radical shift from our
erstwhile strategy of import substitution.
The idea is to make Indian goods
compete in both quality and price with
manufacturers _around the world,
benefitting both the Indian consumer
as well as the economy. The ratio-
nalising of import duties,which should
allow more efficient production, will go

a long way towards enabling Indian

industry achieve lasting export cap-
ability. This step, as well as the full
convemblhty of the rupee, are bold

risks taken with a view to launching
the Indian manufacturers into the world
market, -India, which has aninsigni-

ficant share of world trade, can surely

become a force 1o reckon with in the

‘next few years IF this gamble
‘works out. Thestrengthening of the

Indian rupee against the dollar in the
post-Budget trading sessions is perhaps

some indication that the risk taken by -

the Finance Minister is beginning to pay
off.

The Budget changes will, of course,
sound the death knell to many Indian
corporale enterprises which are unable
to become cost and- product-efficient.
The coming year will be a time of irial
for all of Indian Industry, for they will
have to lear to beat competition in an

“international environment, something
they have not had to do for many years

now. The stock market, which has

. begun 1o dedline following the Budgel,

is responding to this fear of Indian
Industry. In the short run, the bottom
lines will be affected and, therefore,
share prices will also suffer. But soon,
horses will be distinguished from asses
in the race lowards big profils. The
winner in the stock market will be the
one who can differentiate the former
from the latter; we believe that there
will be no paucity of companies which
can stand up to international corpeti-
tion and emerge as players in the global
markel. .

BULI'S EYE

Here are the names of three shares

which, we believe, will be among the.

winning horses in the days to come:
Loyal' Textiles Ltd. (CMP:

* Rs. 450.00): This company, which exporis

cotton and polyester cotton blended yarn
and fabrics, primarily to the European
marke, is among the leaders in export per-
formance in the industry. The company is
one of the major beneficiaries of full
convertibility, as exports account for
50 per cent of its total turnover. Enthused

by its good reserves position, it has declared

a 1:1 bonus recently. Further, it is imple-
menting a Rs. 15 a-modemisgtion pro-
gramme lo achieve technological excellence.
Considering the above faclors and ils
moderate results for the first-hall year, we

anticipate an EPS of Rs. 24.00 for 199394 -

and it will support a price around Rs. 550
CB (equivalent Rs. 225 XB). The scrip
presents an excellent investment opportunity
at current levels, as the medium and long-
lerm prospects are cerfainly good.
Western Pagues (India) Ltd.
(CMP: Rs. 97.00): Belonging to the

Western India Group, Westemn Paques is
the leader in the field of pollution control
and environmental engineering. It has been
showing excellent performance since ils
inception. The company was set up to
commission an anaerobic effluent treatment
plant in technical collaboration with Paques
B V of Netherlands. li is now going into
power generation, using in-house tech-
nology. Being the leader in environmental
engineering, and with the new field pro-
viding good scope, Westemn Pagues can be
expected to conlinue ils excellent perfor-
mance. The profitability of the company is
poised to grow significantly, thanks to the
announcement of 100 per cent deprediation
on all pollution control equipment (PCE).
Environmental audit has become mandatory
from 1993-94 onwards. This would in-
crease the demand for PCE and benefit the
company. It recently came out with a rights-
cum-public issue of PCDs. An EPS of
Rs.8.15 on the enhanced equity of
Rs. 12.82 r is expected for 1993-94. This
would support a price of Rs. 160-170 al
that time. Buying is recommended.

Pond’s (India) Ltd. (CMP:
Rs. 585.00): Pond's (India) Ltd, (PIL), a
member of the Unilever group, has reported
good results for the year ended Dec. 1992.
Dividend for the period has been raised ffom
50 to 64 per cent. There was a remarkable
100 per cent growth in its forex eamnings.

And it is not surprising that it has decided -

to focus on exports. The company has,
a ol now,four EOU divisions — dinical
thermometers, mushrooms, leather and
leather goods, and electronics. Recently, it
has also merged with another Unilever outfit,
Quest Intemational India Ltd. This amalga-
mation, besides adding perfumes and fra-

grances fo its produd profile, should provide -

accessibility lo surplus forex funds.
Subsequent to this merger, PIL's equity will
increase from Rs. 10.01 o Rs. 1401 a.
The com
front should also improve with the budgetary
benefit arising from the excise duty cut on
cosmnelics and loilet preparations, At an
assumed EPS of Rs. 16.50, the scrip is
poised 1o reach Rs. 825 by Dec. 1993.
Hence it is worth acquiring at current levels.

K. Gopalakrishnan

pany’s performance on the domestic- §

Dates

or

your
Diary

March: ‘Astist of the Month™: Sujatha

Devadoss Pelletier, a selfaught photo-
grapher, whose ‘Doorways’ features the
elusive nomadic tribes of Islamic Northem
Nigeria. (MMB)
*Peace and Unity': An exhibilion of long
canvases painted joinlly by numerous
artists at the invitation of Sarala’s At
Centre and Alliance Francaise during the
Rhashtriya Kala Mela in Madras.

March 16-31: ‘Paper show: Black
Filmmakers in America; This paper show
presents a new generation of black writer-
directors whase films have an immediacy
perhaps unequalled in any other area of
American art today. (USIS)

March 18, 19: David Brower speaks on
environmental protecion and conser-
vation. Brower, long in the forefront of
the environmental movement in the
United States, has been twice nominated
for the Nobel Peace Prize. An adlivist in
conservation campaigns and on the issues
of population growth contiol and nudlear
nonproliferation, he is curently Chairman
of the Earth Island Institute in San
Francisco. (USIS)

March 19-23: Theatre seminar with
Barbara Mundel (and Madras Players).
Mundel was, from 1988 to 1991,
director and dramaturgist at the Munidpal -
Theatre at Basel, Switzerland. (MMB, by

invitation)

March 20: Theyya Theyyam by
Sopanam Institute for Performing Art and
Research, Thiruvananthapuram. Director
Kavalam Narayana Panikkar uses theatre
idioms based on the long thealrical
tradition of the country in his productions
of Sanskrit and Malayalam plays that
stress conlemporaneity. (MMB lawns —
7 pm)

Till March 22: ‘Mankind and its Past™:
Posters with text, and video shows, offer
a voyage-into time and space, from the
origins of mankind to advanced civi-
lisation. (AF Art Gallery)

March 29: Concert by ‘Aulos Trio of
Leipzig, Germany, at the Rani Seethai
'Hall. The Trio, founded in 1968, takes
a special place in the world of Chamber
Music, if only for its unusual instru-
mentation of Oboe, Violincello and
Piano (or Harpsichord). (Passes from

~ MMB office) .

March 30: Piano workshop wati Gerhard
Erber (*Aulos Trio'), Professor for Piano
and Cembalo in Leipaig. (MMB 5-7 pm,
by invitation)

— Workshop for CellolStnnss with
Wolfgang Weber (‘Aulos Trio’), Professor
at the Music College in Leiprig. (MMB
5-7 pm, by invitation) ‘

— Dicken's Women, devised by Miriam
Margolyes and Sonia Fraser, directed by
Sonia Fraser and enacted by Miriam
Margolyes at the' Museum Thealre,
7.00 p.m. A one-woman show about the
writer Charles Dickens, as seen through
the women in his life. Switching between
Dickens’ life and his fiction, Miriam
Margolyes portrays twenty different -
characlers,

April: ‘Artist of the Month’: K Bala-
subramaniam, who has participaled in al
major exhibitions in India, including the
National Exhibition of Art. (MMB)

April 7: The Union of Ganga and Jamuna
with Claudia Lichitblau, lliana Chitaristi

and Shangita. Choreographed . by
Chandralekha. At Kalakshetra 7'p.m.

(AF: Allisnce Francaise; MMB: Mix Mueler
Bhavan. USIS: US Information Semoe)
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PACE is
only
a memory!

coin. The Indian Cricket Board could
find no'way to fill the void. It was left
to MRF o rise to the occasion.

By launching the MRF Pace
Foundation and appointing none other
than Australian Dennis Lillee, one of

i

’I‘amil Nadu skipper and former

Indian captain Krish Srikkanth must
be the most disappointed and dis-
illusioned Indian cricketer today. The
National selectors having ignored his
comeback campaign, and he could not

A little bit of nostalgia while-the cricke! fever rages in Madras and elsewhere in the country. This -52-year-old picture was taken
at The Grove in Alwarpet when Mr and Mrs C R Pattabhi Raman (extreme left, and extreme right) hosted Prince Duleepsinhji and
his wife (sixth from left and third from left) at-a Tea. Amongst others in the picture are the Rajah of Parlakimedi (fourth from left)
and the Yuvaraja of Pithapuram (fifth from left), both noled sports personalities of the day.

share the limelight with the majority of
his former teammates in the recent
home Test series against England,
which saw India make history with
their first-ever 3-0 sweep. To add to
his frustration, Srikkanth and his highly-
raled Tamil Nadu team retumed to
Madras from Bhuswal the other day
virtually unnoticed and unheralded
after being handed a 10-wicket, four-
day defeat by Maharastira in the
Charminar Ranji Trophy quarter-final.

In keeping with the times, as it
were, Maharashtra's hero was off-
spinner Santosh Jedhe, whose five for
72 second innings' haul virtually paved
the way for his team'’s biggest-ever win
over the former champions. It was in
tune with the unbelievable transfor-
malion that has come over the Indian
cricket scene as a result of spinners
Venkatapathy Raju, Anil Kumble and
Rajesh Chauhan playing the decisive
role in India’s historic clean sweep.
That's led 1o a few Indian critics over-
looking the unforgettable exploits of
Indian pacemen like the one and only
Kapil Dev, Ramkant Desai, Dattu

Phadkar, Madan Lal, Roger Binny,

Chetan Sharma and others and jumping
to the conclusion that spin had always

been India’s pride. They went one step .

further by advising the powers-that-be
that, in the selection of National teams,
spinners should be given preference
over speedsters.

Come o think of it, the critics have
taken a complete somersault. For, after
witnessing the cold feet the majority of
Indian batsmen of over a decade ago
developed when they faced genuine
pace bowling in Australia, West Indies,
England and Pakistan, especially the
pyrotechnices of such fiery speedsters
like Frank Tyson and Freddie
Trueman, they had contended that
Indian cricket had no future unless and
until it produced speedsters who could
pay back its challengers in their own

ANSWERS TO
QUIZ

1. N. Janardhana Reddy; 2. S. Chella-
pandian; 3. Saheli Dhar; 4.The Hindi:
Prachar Sabha; 5. U.R. Ananthamurthy.
6. rebruary 23rd; 7. Bharatiya |nanapith
Award; 8. The firing of two Rohini 560
sounding rockets from Sriharikota;
9. Lalseng Marak; 10. Unforgiven and
Howards End; 11.The Boat Club in
N.Dethi; 12. The first clean sweep of a
cricket test series (against England); 13. The
Raijiv Gandhi (UK) Foundation; 14. Rs. 5/
15. Secretary to the Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister; 16. L1, Gen. Satish Nambiar;
17. [ric Clapton; 18.Rs. 5.82 crores;
19. Bhadra Ranchod; 20. Rs. 4314 aores.
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the all-time greats, as its principal coach

and adviser, and T A Sekhar as his

deputy, and providing the trainees with
a gymnasium and swimming pool and
a team of experts, it has made a
handsome contribution to Indian
cricket. And for a former English wriler
now {o say that he was “disturbed”
to hear of a fast bowling academyin

Madras when India’s “fortunes are best
served by spin”, is not only hitting
MREF and Lillee below the belt but also
a sad commentary on the speedsters’

contributions to Indian cricket, .

particularly that of Kapil Dev, now
poised to beat the world  record.
Certainly the writer cannot expect MRF
{o start a Spin Foundation as well, for
Indian cricket’s crying need is more and
more pace bowling.

* % X

Tennis classic

utside the playing arena, Tamil

Nadu, nay India, has not produced
a greater sportsman than M Gopala-
krishnan, Chairman, Indian Bank. It is
almost impossible to keep track of the
number of international, national and
State championships the Indian Bank
has sponsored and the players it has
helped. It was virtually the [ndian Bank
basketball team that brought the
national title to Tamil Nadu, on the one
hand, and, on the other, almost every
State controlling body is indebted to
him for keeping its tournament schedule
and thus saving it from possible
humiliation.

Gopalakrishnan is not bothered
about the status or popularity of the
discipline. Even ball badminton has
been helped by him. It is the game
alone that matiers. Now the Bank's
tumed its attention to tennis. At March-
end, when the Tamil Nadu Tennis

Association conducts the richest-ever

tennis tournament to be held in India

at the Madras Gymkhana Club courts,

the million-rupee event will be called
the Indian Bank Indian Tennis Classics.
And it is being sponsored solely by the
Bank. The men's singles winner will
be richer by Rs. 68,000/- and the
women's champion by Rs. 34,000/-.
There will be attractive prize money for
the runnerup and all main draw
players.

All the top stars, including Ramesh
Krishnan and Leander Paes, Aradhana
Reddy and Janaki Krishnamurthy, are
participating. It need hardly be reiterated
that a tennis feast is in store for Madras
fans. Like the one in which Ramesh’s
father, the one and only Ramanathan
Krishnan, had, decades ago, made the
then Wimbledon chambion; Neale
Fraser of Australia, look mediocre in
an unfinished three-setter at the No. 1
Egmore Stadium court,

A princely
— To take over
Indian cricket!

R Pattabhi Raman, venerable

and serene looking at 86,
dropped in the other day to see’
me, an old friend but a little
younger. We talked of old times
and how much he enjoyed read-
ing Madras Musings regularly,
especially its stories on events
and personalities of the past. He
offered to send me a vintage
photograph, which he was sure
I would find interesting. And a

couple of days later there arrived
the picture, which is
used with this article.

The picture shows K S
Dulecpsinhji (Duleep), K S
Ranjitsinhji's nephew and an
outstanding cricketer himself.
Like his uncle, Duleep too played
only for England and, like him

again, scored a century in his.

first Test match against Australia.
Also in the picture is Duleep’s
wife. The photograph was taken
at a party Pattabhi Raman, eldest
son of Sir C P Ramaswami Iyer,
gave at The Grove, his home in
Alwarpet. Duleep was the guest
of Pattabhi Raman during his
stay in Madras in March 1941,
The picture evokes many
memories.

Duleep’s visit to Madras was
to present the Ranji Trophy to
Prof D B Deodhar, whose Maha-
rashtra team defeated Madras in
the first Ranji Trophy final
played at Chepauk. He was, at
the time, the Secretary of the
Cricket Club of India in Bombay
and was evincing some interest
in Indian cricket. ;

During his brief stay, Duleep

was the guest of honour at a
cocktail party,
occasion he referred, in his *'few
words'', to the inefficient
manner in which the Indian
Cricket Board was conducting its
affairs and expressed the desire
to take over ils management
from Anthony De Mellow. He
also said that he would himself
like to choose the Indian team.
C P Johnstone, Vice President of
the Madras Cricket Association,
reacted strongly to this suggest-

ion and said that not only was .

he opposed to the idea of a one-

. man selection committee, but

MCA would not support it too.
I have known Duleep’s then
host from the time I joined the
Mylapore Recreation Club, then
a top team in Madras cricket,
about sixty years ago.
Pattabhi Raman had a

passion for cricket, enjoying

Tamil Nadu has done it again.
With a team that looked like a
champion-to-be, it managed to lose to
a moderate Maharashtra side in the
Ranji Trophy quarter-finals a few weeks
ago. There were no Deodhars in the
side this year, but when Tamil Nadu
lost to Maharashtra in the 1941 Ranji
Trophy final, the venérable Professor
— he was nearing 50 then — led from
the front and Tamil Nadu floundered.
But more than the two deleats, it was
an off-field occurrence 52 years ago
that came to P N Sundaresan’s
mind when he recently saw a group
photograph of 1941 vinlage. That
photograph accompanies this recollect-
ion of a visitor o the City who graced

that first Ranji final played at Chepauk.

every moment on and off the
field in the company of other
players. He has a century to his
credit and led Madras in the
inaugural inter-association
match for the Ramachandra
Memorial Cup. Deep was his
pride in Mylapore Recreation
Club, which he had founded and
nurtured to success in the
company of G Parthasarathy,
P S Ramachandran, T M Durai-
swdmy, G Narasimhan, to
mention a few. He wds never -

ish

tired of talking about its
traditions or the beneficial
influence it had on its members.

As one of the founders of the
Madras Cricket Association,
Pattabhi Raman was actively
associated with its development .
and guided it as President for
eight years, from 1948 on. With
his persuasive skills, he proved
a popular President. It was
during his tenure that first class
cricket, as well as the office of
the M.C.A., was shifted to the
Nehru Stadium, following diffe-
rences with the Madras Cricket
Club at Chepauk. Pattabhi
Raman acknowledged the initia-
tive and groundwork done in
this regard by P R Subramaniam,
a popular sportsperson who was
also the Physical Director of the
Madras Presidency College.
Along with Sell of King &
Partridge, a firm of solicitors,
Pattabhi Raman drafied the
constitution of the Board, of
which he was a Vice President.

Because of Pattabhi Raman’s
varied interests — political, legal,
educational, social, sports and
religious — he has been associat--
ed with numerous organisations
in one capacity or another. He
has gifted his spacious garden
house to the C P Ramaswamy
Iyer Foundation, a research
centre founded by him in
memory of his illustrious father.
He remains its patron. At present
he is involved in several edu-
cational programmes. But
cricket remains a major love and
the sound of bat on ball can

always be heard at The Grove

.where scores practise and train.
—PN Sundaresan
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British High Commission
British Council Division

Miriam Margolyes in

sday3OMarch at 7 pm
at the Museum Theatre,
Pantheon Road, Madras 8

Admission by invitation.
Invitations available at the
British Council Division,

737 Anna Salai , Madras 2
from 18 March on a first-come,
first-served basis

Highly entertaining .....

Enjoyable..... Hugely entertaining -Time Out
-The Guardian




