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— Or for the inhabitants of 52 villages
if Pulicat is made a freshwater reservoir

(By A Special Correspondent)

Damned if it is done, and damned
if it isn't — that seems to be the
story of most of the plans hatched to
bring water to parched Madras. The
latest, and most controversial; solution
to the metropolis’ water problem is the

proposed conversion of Pulicat Lake,
about 60 km north. of Madras, into a
freshwater one.

The lake, a shallow brackish
lagoon spreading 460 square kilometers
parallel to the Bay of Bengal and with
a 200 m wide entrance fo the Bay,
has, so far, been known only as a
breeding ground for choice prawns,
crabs and oysters and as a resting place
for - migratory waterbirds, including
flamingoes.(In fact, after walching the
thousands which arrived this year, bird-

watchers have felt that there were dis-

tinct hopes of flamingoes breeding at
Pulicat, which is declared wetland that
has to be preserved for migrant water-
birds and which supports two bird sanc-
tuaries, Pulicat and Nelapattu.) The
Lake falls partly in Tamil Nadu and
partly in Andhra Pradesh and many of
the inhabitants of the 52 villages
around the lake make their living by
fishing in it. In fact, this has become
such a competitive activity that there
have been recent reports of violence
between Tamil. Nadu -and Andhra
fishermen on this account.

The 1992-93 drought sent engi-
neers.and planners of the Madras

- Meiropolitan Water and Sewerage

Board — Metrowater — scurrying wild-
ly to locate alternate sources of water
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supply for the city. With the Telugu -

Ganga project far from nearing com-
pletion, and nol expected lo fulfil the
entire water needs of the city even
when compleled, every other option,
including reviving the much tainted
Veeranam project and the obviously
expensive Kilkatalai scheme, has been
considered. One of these options is the
Pulicat scheme. In fact, this seems to
have been viewed as so viable that
Melrowater has assigned the feasibility
study report to Mott McDonald, a
British firm.

The Rs. 20 crore conversion of
Pulicat Lake to a reservoir of [reshwater

requires the erection of two dykes, 300

to 400 metres long at each point that
the lake meels the sea, thereby discon-
necting the two. Seawater would, thus,
be kept out of the lake info which three
small rivers, Swamamukhi, Kalangi and
Araniyar, empty. Waler storage in the
lake could be augmented not only by
rainwater but also, according to
R K Murthy, veteran water resource

expert, by Krishna water from a modi-.

fied Telugu Ganga scheme. Murthy
also suggests the ideal water level in the
lake should be six to eight feet above

_ mean sea level and nearly 12 feet al

the maximum discharge level, through
spillway discharge. It is not known,
however, if this will prevent the area
around the lake from being flooded in
the event of torrential inflows into the
lake, as happened during the 1984
cyclone. Six or seven new openings to
the sea. appeared in the lake at that

time, and these alone helped drain the

excess waler and prevent flooding, it
was felt. If the mouths are blocked, will
the.lagoon flood the surrounding fand
during monsoon floods, is the quashon

" There seem to be several impedi-
ments to the implementation of what
Metrowaler sees as a viable scheme.
As is happening increasingly frequently,
this developmental plan too is apparen-
tly in conflict with environmental inter-
ests, Alarmed Madras environmentalists
point out that once the delicate saline
ecobalance of the lake is upset, by

§ MeETAL B
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These photographs were taken by
V S RAGHAVAN a little late in the season
al Pulicat Lake this year. Nevertheless, the
picture on lop shows hundreds of flamingoes
that had wintered there. At the heighit of the
season this year, there had been thousands.
With various schemes being debated to bring
Pulicat Lake into the 21st Cenlury, will
scenes like these be another thing of the past
before long?
turning it into a freshwater one, the
biodiversity supported by it at present
will vanish forever. P ] Sanjeeva Raj,
a strong anti-Pulicat scheme cam-
paigner, argues that cutting off the fake
from the sea would prevent exchange
of water, oxygen, nutrients and
plankton. It would also prevent the
outward migration of breeding prawns,
crabs and fish and the inward migration
of their eggs, larvae and juveniles.

Another major argument against the
conversion of the lake is that, if it
happens, fishermen in the area would
be suddenly deprived of their means
of livelihood. Prawn fishing in the lake

.

. (Continued on P3)

“Sheer comc1dence !l

_(By The Editor)

. ltmay have been pure coincidence. Or
it might just be thal someone out there — -
or even up there — reads Madras Musings
and has decided to care for Madras ioo.
Whalever the case, Madras Musings had
drawn allention lo the somy state of Valluvar

‘Koltam in its issue of Aprl Ist and

V S RAGHAVAN lock these photographs
of a facelift underway on April 15th. -
With Governmenl House, also a

* Madras Musings' ‘cause’, now gelting a

facelift, would thal other conservation
suggestions mentioned in these columns
received the samé altention. For instance,
would thal someone would say thal. the
Police: Headquarters bu:ldmg was being -
" preserved. And would that someone would -
say that a Heritage Act will soon bemaded '
We Ime in hope.. ’ .
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The details may have faded
from mind, but that Japanese
film classic Rashomon and its
message still lingers bright in the
memory of The Man From
MadrasMusings . What remains
strongest in memory are the half-
a-dozen versions, perceptions, if
you will, of the same incident,
involving the waylaying of a
woman. MMM was reminded of
the Rashomon theme by another
waylaying — this one closer
home; in fact, on the national
highway near Sriperumbudur.

Various versions of the same
incident,. MMM expects from the
untrained public. Not from train-
ed reporters. Yet see what the
city's two leading English-langu-
age newspapers made of the

same incident in the following
excerpts:

EXPRESS
@A 15-member gang, armed
with knives and casuarina sticks,
first attacked a couple whose car
tyre ran over a ‘nail trap’ laid by
the gang. The crew and passen-
gers of a PATC bus who came to
the couple’s rescue were also
attacked and robbed of cash and
jewels worth several lakhs.
The gang fled the scene when
a TTC bus stopped at the spot
and the passengers rushed to
rescue the victims. The culprits
dropped some jewels while
fleeing. ®

THE HINDU

6....a... car ... stopped abruptly
about 2.5 km from Sriperum-
budur on the highway ... as the

&h

Katha welcomes original
and unpublished short fic-
tion in English for possible
publication. Manuscripts
should be clean, double
spaced and typewritten.
Send by 25th June, 1994.
To: Katha, Building Centre,
Sarai Kale Khan, Nizamuddin
East, N. Delhi. 110 013.

PERSONAL
EDUCATION Thiru C Thiyagarajan, age 35, son of Thiru

N John Chandra Sekaran residing at
8 Chinnathambi Street, Old Washermanpet,
Madras 600 021, has converted to Christianity
with the name of J Mathew Thiyagarajan.

WMADRAS

MUSINGS"
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ACCOMMODATION

Residenﬁa! guest house, spacious bungalow
with extensive open space available in
Kilpauk {near Khushaldas Gardens) on daily
basis. ldeal for marriage or tour groups of
30-50 persons. All amenities available. (e.g.
AJC room, colour TV, Refrigerator, Gas stove
etc.) — Tel: 6411436.

Mams. Physics, Chemistry tuition up t0 Xn.
Only one student at a time. Preparing for
Public Exams and Entrance Tests. Come 10
NEW FLOWER EDUCATIONAL GUIDANCE
SERVICE, 61, 28th Cross Street, Besant

Nagar, Madras-600 090. 25—year-old male, professionally qualified in

public relations. Interested in accompany-
ing as a quide for shopping, short stay,

Discover ze Place!

Ping-Pong under ze palm trees
Rendez-vous at ze Bistrot or
Just cool off in ze fun classrooms
Discover ze Lingo !

Musings, Madras 600 006.

Wanted a personal, educated and well-
mannered friend for a highly successful
and cultured but lonely 33-year-old male.
Contact Box No. P2 Clo. Madras Musings,
62/63 Greames Road, Madras-600 006.

Hang Out! ‘
Join Up At Once ! RENTALS
Summer courses just beginning J\nna Nagar East near Chinthamani. B-10

Second Ave, opposite 0B, 2200 Sq ft.
2 bed-roomed, first floor, with all amenities.
Rent RAs. 6000/- Contact: Premises.

REAL ESTATE

ight acres of fenced horticulture farm with

irrigation facilities at Pushpagiri, 14 km
from Tambaram on Manimangalam - Sri-
perumbudur Road. Please call S, Radha-
krishnan 4937046.

ALLIANCE FRANCAISE DE MADRAS
40 College Rd., Madras-6. Ph: 8279803

FOR SALE

ell established and running library (books)
Wfor sale as a whole or selectively. Books
of fiction and non-fiction available at throw-
away prices at 63 C P Ramaswamy Road,
Madras 600 018.

]\’l ATR[ [\/ION] AL For Sale: Two (2) Plots of land 2 grounds &

approximate 500 sq ft each at Madipakkam
Contact: Ph: 8277945, 8278153.

TRANSLATION

ranslation: indian/Foreign Languages:

Wamed a good-looking boy below 30 yrs.
from respectable R.C. Vellala family
professionally qualified/P.G., for a fair
beautiful graduate girl (25 — 5'3"), only
daughter to her parents. Apply Box No. M9
Clo. Madras Musings, 62163 Greames Road,

Madras 600 006. Tel: 569481.
anted a groom from Thirunelvely Saiva
WVellala Piltai community for a girl {24-154) WANTED

of the same community doing final year Post
Graduation in Computer Science & Auto-
mation and planning to go abroad for Higher
Studies. Reply to: R.N.M., 61, 28th Cross
Street, Madras-600 090.

Any ‘8'-cylinder petrol car pre-1949 mode!
wanted. Write details of make, model,
running/non-running and expected price to:
Ram, 11 Dr. Guruswami Mudaliar Road,
Chetput, Madras 600 031.

Well placed. decently employed/Business . .
oom for a Catholic Sozhia Veliata raun Mixie, 2-in-1, Camera, Crockery,
of BImported Kitchen Gadgets, Portable

Typewriter & Household items. Contact
P.V. Sudarsan Gupta. Ph. 8267799 (Res)
563438 (Off).

Pillai 27, fair, slim, graduate bride. Send
particutars to the Acvertiser, No. 27.Seven|h
Cut Street, P M Swamy Colony, Coimbatore

641 027.
LT | . [ [
British Deputy High Commission
British Council Division, Madras.
(Telephone: 8525002, 8525412-22-32)
Recent Additions
Author Title
¢ BAKER, K The turbulent years

BOMFORD, C K Textbook of radiotherapy. 5th ed.

CLUTTERBUCK. D Inspired customer service

DUNNETT, D The unicorn hunt

BARBIER, E B (ed.) Economics and Ecology

FERRY, J The British renaissance

FRANCIS, C Deceit ]

GOSLING, J B Simulation in the design of digital electronic sysltems

HOGGAR, S G Mathematics for computer graphics !

McCARTNEY, S Travel photography

MALOUF, D Remembering Babylon

MARTIN, B in the public interest

SAID,EW Culture and Impesialism

SEYMOUR, G The fighting man

SKINNER, G G dBASE 1.5

BRUMFIT, C (ed.) Teaching Literature: A world perspective

THOMAS, L Dangzrous by moonlight

VIRTANEN,Y Environmenta! impacts of waste paper recycling

WALTERS, R Computer telephone integration :

WALTON, S Instant decorating

WATERS, T Pagemaker 4

travelling. Contact Box No. P. 16 c/o. Madras ~

tyres got punctured because of
long sharp nails embedded on
the road ... 15 persons, wielding
lethal weapons including iron
rods, attacked the couple ... The
gang ransacked the car and took
away the baggages containing
gold ... ... Later the gang waylaid
a Krishnagiri-bound TTC bus
from Madras. There were only
eight passengers and the gang
ran away with a gold chain
relieved from a woman and a
cash (sic) of about Rs. 2,500.

A Xancheepuram-bound
PATC bus (300-A) which came
behind was stopped next. As the
gang members were relieving
gold ornaments and watches
from four passengers after
assaulting them, there was a
traffic jam on the highway
because of heavy lorry and
vehicular traffic. By then, a
Reserve Sub-Inspector (RSI)
Mr Mariappan, who was on
patrol duty near Sunkuvarchat-
ram, who got the message about
the traffic congestion in the
highway, rushed to the scene
along with two police constables.
As soon as the bus passengers
saw the police personnel, they
shouted for help. Jumping from
his motorcycle, the RSI attached
to traffic investigation, made a
heroic attempt to nab the cul-
prits, but the gang ran into the
nearby jungle. The RSI gave a
hot chase despite stumbling on
rockey (sic) structures and thick
bushes. But his efforts were in
vain as they did not get any
support from the bus passengers,
motorists and the general public,
who were witnessing the in-
cident. The policemen searched
for any belongings in the jungles
with the help of a torchlight.
They spotted four bags with gold
ornaments, silver jewellery and
articles and  diamonds
inside.... 8

The Hindu cited a police
press conference in its report,
but would someone please tell
The Man From Madras Musings
which of these two is the true
version of the events on that
night. Or is neither true? In
which case, how many other
Rashomon-like versions are
there? MMM also wonders
whether the editors concerned
shouldn't try to get at the bottom
of these two versions and give
the public a truer third version?

This bit of reporting reminds
The Man From Madras Musings
how these two papers reported
a hockey match at the Moscow
Olympics. MMM still has the two
cuttings, in one of which the
Indian team played magnificent-
ly, its best performance in years;
in the other, the reporter had
never seen a worse game by the
Indians! MMM has wondered
over the years whether both
those star reporters had been at
the same match!!

Women power

amil Nadu has set the lead

again. Rural women in the
state are getting set to fight for
their rights as consumers. The
stage for this was set when 3000
women from every district in the
State recently gathered in
Madurai for a conference organi-
sed by the Federation of Con-
sumer Organisations of Tamil
Nadu.

The conference focussed
attention on the problems of the
rural consumer and urged the
women to form consumer
groups to tackle issues concern-
ing them. Some of the issues

discussed were: lack of drinking
water; -poor roads; absence of
street lighting; dumping of
outdated and spurious goods in
rural markets; poor quality of
foodgrains sold through fair
price shops; inadequate supply of
drugs at primary health centres;
lack of educational facilities.
The Man From Madras
Musings understands that one of
the significant resolutions passed
on the occasion was to urge
Government to hand over all fair
price shops to women and to
ensure that all goods supplied to
these shops carry the Agmark.
MMM will watch with interest
over the next few months to see
whether the movement will gain
momentum in Tamil Nadu. And
if it does, it could well show the
way to the rest of the country.

Black diplomacy

Few people anywhere in the
world are as candidly intro-
spective as the Americans cn
ethnicity and nation-building, a
subject referred to last fortnight
TR L S SRR
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in this column. And few are as
willing to share their findings
with the world as the Americans
— provided they are among their
own and in their own setting. It
was a thought that struck The
Man From Madras Musings
when he recently watched from
the sidelines the commemo-
ration of Black American Month
at the USIS.

The two highlights of the

month for MMM were the film .

Malcolm X and a talk by Hugh
Williams, the US Consul (the
chief of the Visa section and
representing here the US Imig-
ration Department), a soft-
spoken Black who, MMM was
glad to hear, still uses the word
Negro, a term MMM is more
comfortable with.

Malcolm X, if it ever comes
to our public screens, is a cry
from the heart that deserves to
be seen to be heard. Spike Lee
may have softened the lead up to
the bloody climax; nevertheless,
this was a scream of the Blacks
for justice in a White society —
and in few other countries
would it have been allowed to
have heen made so loudly.

Williams' talk of the Blacks:

in the US Foreign Service inte-
rested MMM more in some ways.
Though Negroes haverepresent-
ed the US in client states like
Haiti and Liberia on and off from
the 1830s,it was 1925 before
Clifton R Wharton became the
first Negro to enter the Foreign
Service and become, in 1961,
the first American Black
ambassador to a developed
White country, Norway. Ever
since then, there have been
American ambassadors to count-
ries like Romania, Luxembourg,
Finland, Costa Rica and

%

"a multiracial n'ati but by far

the maijority of Black ambassa-
dors have been to Black African
countries.

Such appointment policies,
the old tie networks and better

avenues in the private sector

have seen fewer Megroes enter-
ing the Foreign Service than
their educated numbers warrant-
ed and the exodus rate has also
been high. Williams himself is
planning to move on when he
leaves Madras.

In brief

* An Occasional Paper released

by the National Institute of .

Public Finance and Policy, New
Delhi, had a footnote which
read: ‘‘This is a revised version
of the Dr Vedagiri Shanmuga-
sundaram Memorial Leciure
delivered under the auspices of
the Department of Economics at
the University of Madras on 2nd
March, 1993". Since Dr Shan-
mugasundaram is quite alive and
well, The Man From Madras
Musings wonders who made an
Endowment Lecture a Memorial
Lecture: the author of the Delhi
footnote or the lecture organisers
in Madras? ‘

+ When Bombay's Gentleman
magazine asked its readers to
vote on the ‘‘sexiest male in
India", it didn’t bargain for the
response. At the same time,
Southern readers were in for a
disappointment! There was only
one male from the South in the
Top Ten — and in the second
half at that. No prizes for ,gues-
sing KAMAL HASAN. Sexy he
might be, but MMM urges him
to take a good hard look at the
Supreme Court’s words on films
that it uttered as part ofits
judgement in the Auto Shankar
case. Words to note, even if
Mahanadhi is an  award-
winner.

Business briefs

% Tamil Nadu's ‘Palace on

* Wheels', to start operations later

this year, will not be air-condi-

tioned. Nor will it be too

opulent. And tariffs will be

moderate. This is because it will

be phased out before the 21st

Century, once the metre gauge

is replaced with the broad in the

State. Till that happens, the

‘Palace’ will run on the Madras-

Rameswaram-Madras route,

NOT taking in palaces and forts

but following the pilgrim route.

Chidambaram, Thanjavur, Tiru-

chchirappalli and Madurai are all

on the route, MMM hears.

* Solidly built TI cycles, which

have to face rugged competition
from cheaper bikes in the local
markets, are expected to take the
European and American markets
by storm over the -next few
years. Export will be the thrust
of TI Cycles, which now exports,
about Rs. 15 crores of bikes to
Europe. With its new mountain
bike, called the ‘Catalyst’, TI
Cycles hopes to export 550,000
cycles to Europe in 1994-95 at
a value of Rs. 110 crores. It has
also tied up with Bluemax of the
US to reach similar targets in

. Malaysia, there have been stars North America over the next few
at the UN like Ralph Bunche and years. }
Andrew Young, and a Black was MMM
appointed to be Ambassador in
South Africa at ‘the creation’. of

INMEMORIAM

MANORAMA _PAL .CHAUDHURI:Inloving memory

of our Ma who, after a heroic battle, transcended
all pain on 30th April last year. May her truly noble
.soul rest in eternal peace... Biren, Gouri, Rathin,
Protima, Leela, Urmila & Vikram.

—— b em—
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Highrise

offerings

ttitudes of those on the left and the
right of the Speaker's Chair in the
Tamil Nadu Assembly have hardened,
reflecting the increasing political animo-
sities oulside the House. To keen
Assembly walchers, it must be comforl-

“ing lo hear reports that “there was

comparative calm loday in the House”!
In such moments, the following were
noted since I last wrote:

To senior residents in the city who
had lent full support to the lale
Dr. A. Lakshmanaswamy Mudaliar's
fight for a halt to construction of a
multistoried construction meant for @
youth hoslel on the Marina — the hall-
built structure is still to be seen — it

must have been shocking to hear.
Government's plans for a Rs. 12 cr
multistoried housing complex inside the

Government Estate, for 240 MLAs,

and Rs. 15.75 cr rental quarters for
350 governmenl employees. Nature,
in ils long fight for survival inside
Government Estate, would appear to
have lost.

Other announcemenis made by
Housing Minister S. Raghupathy in-
cluded: A Sporis Village, on the lines
of the Asiad village in Delhi, in the
city's outskirts — either at Madhavaram
or Nolambur — on 40 acres of land;
resetllement of 24,000 pavement
families; a Rs. 6.68 crore scheme for
96 houses for employees in the
judiciary; and a Rs. 10 crore second
MMDA tower behind the existing one,
for the Prison and other departments.

Transporl Minister Sengottayan
revealed a proposal for 100 two-
wheeler taxis to be driven by women
on the Madras roads. He also announ-
ced that pre-paid auto-rickshaws would
be introduced to cover important points
like Central and Egmore Railway
stations.

A Rs. 16crore modemn bus ter-
minus is planned for Koyambedu, lo
which will be shifted the operations of
the Broadway, Flower Bazaar and
Basin Bridge bus stands. A tube
railway, instead of a surfacecum-
elevated struclure, is also being
considered for MRTS Phase-ll.

A Bill to confer certain rights on
apartment owners and ensure grealer
accountability on the part of promoters
and builders is to be introduced shortly.
This is intended to end exploitation of
flal purchasers, deviation from approv-
ed plans, use of substandard materials
and failure to deliver within the
promised time.

Chief Minister Jayalalitha announ-

ced that dusk-to-dawn patrolling on
highways and importan! roads by
armed police would be launched soon;
there would be armed palrols every
50 km of the highways. She was res-
ponding to Congress(l) leader S.R.
Balasubramanian's complaint about
highways robberies and dacoities. Two
days later, she accused the Centre of
being behind these highway robberies,
which, she felt, were a part of a
conspiracy to prise her from her present
position. When the Congress(l) wanted

"o get rid of the Virendra Patil Govern-

menl in Kamataka, caste and com-
munal riols were engineered, she

pointed out while refusing lo yield to
protests from Congress().

Congress(l) member Alphonse, who
sought lo raise an adjournment motion,
was debarred for the rest of the session,
the penalty being severe as the member
had been named twice during the
current session. The Congress() also
walked out. DMK-l's Parithi [lam-
vazhuthi was debarred for the day,
following what the Speaker described
as disruption of the House proceedings.

The Congress(l) members who were -

ordered out retumed after the Chief
Minister intervened and said that since

they had been out for three days, they -
might be permiitted to enter the House, -

N /- N B

even though she was sure they would
continue in the same old sirain.

Local Administration Minister
Selvaganapathi introduced a bill
replacing the two-tier panchayat system
with a three-lier system.

Other newsto emerge during the
Assembly proceedings included the
intention to bifurcate Tiruchi and
Chengalpattu-MGR Districts, modenise
the Government Press in Madras al a
cost of Rs. 4 crore and technologically
upgrade all modem rice mills in the
State to ensure better quality rice.

Education Minister Ponnusamy
announced that the school syllabus for
Standards { to 12 would be revised
from 1994-95 10 have a more enriched
content. A State Institute for English
would be formed this year, he also
slated.

Law Minister Krishnaswamy an-
nounced that a Stale Law Commission

and a Law University would soon be

formed.

The policy note on ‘Jails’ said that
prisoners were permitied lo appear for
examinations in P.G. degree courses
and professional courses, like BL and
MEd, through correspondence courses.
“One prisoner is doing his Ph.D.
Fortyone prisoners are  pursuing
higher education”, il was stated.

OUR
'READERS

WRITE

Art of making more

This is nol meant for ripple-making

speculators. It is for the hard-core
investor. Especially the ones who have a
flair for investing but are in the dark about
the plethora of source opportunities.

The foreign banks blazed a trail in
popularising the concept of lending against
securities. The ‘scam’ scared domestic
commercial banks for a while, but now
Indian bankers too are bringing to light their,
action plans to comer as much of the
business as possible. :

These banks lend between Rs. 25.000/-
and Rs. 5 lacs per individual against the
pledge of scrips of certain blue chip com-
panies. They lend about 45 to 50 per cent
of the market price of the securities you plan
to pledge. These banks have rio unanimity
as far as charging for their services or on
the interest levied on the amounts lent. This

is where the banks with good customer

rapport thrive, even if their service charges
as well interest rates are more than others.
However, their service charges are within
one to two-and-a-half per cent on the loan
Jimil sanctioned to vou.

Gone are the days when you would
sit and worry about how to meet your
emergency needs without disposing of your
precious holdings. Now you just have to
browse through the Yellow Pages and call
up a bank. If the bank you call happens to
be a shrewd one and there’s business in the
offing, il takes care of you. You need not
strain on sweat; just call up the a right bank.

With the money you borrow, you can
indulge your flair to buy new issues, good -
scrips in the secondary market, with the
intention of getting them registered in your
name 1o hold as an investment. Or meel
a sudden financial crisis. But never dream
of speculating. You can pledge new buyings
too, provided they are in the approved lists
of securities of the lending bank.

In short. get a loan against your hold-
ings, buy new shares and thus keep maxi-
mizing your holdings! Good luck!

RM Subramaniam
10 Vidyodaya | Cross
T Nagar, Madras 600 017.

Stressing preservation

It was lel 1o the lot of an Eminent Citizens
Committee to stress the need for the preser-
vation of the DGP's Office.

Rajaji said decades ago that the beauty
of Marina should be preserved and no
monstrous construction allowed.

Contrary o his valuable advice we have
already converted part of the Marina into
a burial ground and, on top of that, we are
planning to demolish the existing architec-
fural beauty to house the police department!

No flamingo haven?

(Continued from P 1)
is big business, providing Rs. 90,000
to Rs. 1,20,000 daily to fishermen,
apart from constituting a major export.
Thirty thousand fishermen in the area
are said to depend on the lake, apart
from 20,000 agricultural labourers, for
whom fishing is an off-season economic
aclivity, and traders. If the lake is
converted o freshwater, will all these
people lose their source of earning,
affecting in all 250,000 people? Pro-
conversion experis argue that this will
not happen. The fishermen will go to
sea to fish, they say, and they could
fish in the lake itself for freshwater fish.
Even if this argument were to be
accepled — which, going by past
experience, will most probably not be
(noisy agitations and morchas are more
likely) — there is no guarantee that
once the lake becomes a drinking water
reservoir, free access fo il will be
allowed to the fishermen.

These two problems apart, there is
still one other which seems to have
been overlooked by Metrowater —

Madras does not have a monopoly.on

Pulicat Lake, as it lies both in Tamil
Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. Already,
owing fo the tensions between fisher-
men from the two slales, there has been
talk (from the Andhra side) of bifur-
cating the lake. How will Andhra
Pradesh now react to the idea of the
lake being converted to a freshwaler
one? _

Some of the impediments men-
tioned above could tum out lo be

The DGP's office should be conserved.
The new Police headquarters should be built
elsewhere — plenty of siles available.

* Madras should gel a Herilage Act. It is
already late.

N P Andavan

2 PMK Nagar

Mahalingapuram

Madras 600 034.

‘Lack of historic sense

In years past, the Hydro-Thermal Station
al Madras Basin Bridge was a pioneering
venture in the whole of the erstwhile Madras
Presidency. The cooling towers of the station
“were the focus of attention as incoming long-
distance trains sleamed towards Basin Bridge
junction. The lowers seemed {o extend a
cheerful welcome {o the amiving passengers.
In the latier part of the 19th Century,
electric energy to Madras city was supplied
only through this power station. Thus it is
a part of the energy history of our city.
As misforiune would have il, these
towers were broken by the vagaries of a
stomn some fime back. Subsequently,
govemment should have cither effected the
necessary repairs or demolished them once
and for all. Instead, they have been left-
uncared for in a shattered and ghaslly
condition, offering a lamentable picture of
the city to visitors amiving in it.
Pity we do not have the historic sense
to restore and preserve such historic
_ landmarks.
M. Kannan
Pari Nagar
Madras 600 083.

Using the Cooum
A.l\?t has been written about what to do

ith the Cooum River. | would like
lo share my thoughts on this eyesore.

First, evacuale the seftlers on the banks.
Next pump out the entire strelch of water
and fill it with soil. Plant the entire stretch
with colourful flowering trees and sweet
smelling plants, like night queen etc. The
govemnment can even give on lease some
parts o private companies. Beauliful parks
can be built at important junctions so that
people can spend their evenings there. A
nominal fee could be charged from the users.
A melre gauge railway track could be laid
on both sides. This would ease the traffic
congestion in the city. Picket fences could
be erecled along the entire stretch to add
beauty to il.

The other projedt, i.e. using the Cooum
as a walerway for {ransport, is highly risky
as il is impossible 1o maintain a waterway'.

- T.S. Ranganathan
Pi. 1238, 28th Streel

| Block, Anna Nagar (West)
Madras 600 040.

Eliminate pavements

Spurred by the ‘solution” opted for by the
Corporation of Madras in tackling the
encroachments near the Adyar junclion,
| venture 1o suggest a ‘solution’” in similar
spirit to get rid of the pavement vendors.
Just eliminate the pavements and widen the
road with only a ‘walking area’ of three feet
or less in width. The pedestrians are anyway
used to walking on the roads, braving the
_hazards of all kinds of vehicular traffic. The
saved space may be made a parking area,
leased to cont:aclors who will zealously
guard it from usurpation by vendors.

A trial can be made in South Usman
Road, belween Panagal Park and the Bus
Terminus.

S Rajagopalan
14 Anandam Street
Madras 600 017.
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Even Rs.20 a month
can change the wa
Raju uses his head.

Raju should be in school
Learning lo read and wrile, and
develop skills that will help him build
a different future. Instead of doing
hard labour on construction sites,

You can help him.

Your contribution of just As.240
a year to CRY's Sponsorship
Scheme could give a child fike Raju
a change to get a basc education
And with it,a hope for @ better future

CRY directs your sponsorship
funds to educational programmes
run by social workers in tribal. rural
and urban communities alt over
India. CRY funds over 40 voluntary
organisations that provide
education, vocationa! training and
health care to about 500000
children like Raju.

E [J 1 hereby donate Rs.240/Rs.120
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towards CRY's Sponsorship
Scheme on an annugthall-yearly
basis.

Enclosed is my chequeD.D/MO.
fcash drawn in favour of: CRY —
Child Relief and You.

46 Poes Road, Teynampet,
Madras 600 018
Tel: 45 1548145 0400

[ Piease send me more
information on CRY,
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CHILD RELIEF AND YOU
There's & child somewhere

crying for heip.
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All gonations of Rs.250 and mote are
exempt from tax under Section 80G of the
income Tax Act of 1961,

CRY is registered 2 a Public Chariiatie Trust
8nd 5 a lotally indepengent Indian
0'ganksation.
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lotally insurmountable. If, despite all
this, Pulicat does become a freshwater
reservoir, the only benificiary seems o
be Madras city. The lake, along with
other sources, could provide adequale
drinking water to the city’s 4.5 million
people. Against this is the imeversible
damage to the Pulical ecosystem, as
environmentalists argue, the displace-
ment of thousands of rural families and
possible hostility to the project from
Andhra Pradesh. Whether the Pulicat
conversion project is worth all this is
a question that will be answered only
by how desperale Madras gets for

Do you like to be an idol 1o others?
A symbol of perfection?
A class above the rest?

Come, visit us, and get ready
to turn a few heads

No. 10, Seetha Nagar, First Streel
(near Sterling Road)

Nungambakkam,
Madras-600 034. Ph. 8273857

drinking water a few years from now.
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Virgin widows
no more
on front pages

En' my last contribution to Madras

Musings. 1 wrote of Madras as |
encountered it on my first visit here as
long ago as August 1947 — just a
month after Independence.

| was employed then by The
Hindu, who had asked me to go lo
Pakistan as their representative there,
and since | had never met my employ-
ers al The Hindu before, though | had
worked for that newspaper as their
London correspondent earlier, a visit

to Madras before going on 1o Karachi

(then the capilal of Pakistan) was con-

sidered appropriale and desirable.
But what a different newspaper The

Hindu was in those days! It priced itself

as being the Manchester Guardian of
India (the "Manchester’ was dropped
years ago and that distinguished news-
paper has since been published as The
Guardian, both from Manchester and
London); and following the example
of the Manchester Guardian (identical
with The Times of London),the front
page ol The Hindu was entirely given
over lo small advertisements, while the
main news stories were carried on the
inside centre pages.

But the newspaper’s conservatism
did not siop there. Kasturi Srinivasan,
then owner and editor, would never
dream of allowing any story, no matter
how dramatic, how earth-shaking, how
historical, to appear with a headline
wider than a single column. Many
years were 1o pass before Srinivasan’s
more heroic and enterprising successors
dared to shock their readers with head-
lines as wide as two columns; and
much, much longer before those dreary
small ads were transferred lo a more
appropriale inside page, while news
appeared for the first time on the front.
Fven then, if my memory serves me,
the examples of The Guardian and The
Times were first awaited.

Like all newcomers to India .—
today as then — I was intrigued and
somelimes amused by the Matrimonial
Columns in The Hindu, as well as in
other English-language newspapers.
And, frequently, the column advertising
for brides presented me with a phrase
that was lo puzzle me for years. The
phrase was °...virgin widows no ex-
ception’. That the occasional marriage
could not be consummated, for one
reason or another, particularly in a
society where all marriages were arran-
ged, was nol surprising...but why so
many, and so often?

The answer is given, though in-
directly, in my Penguin book A Frog
in My Soup: it is a medical fact that
little boys are much more susceptible
o the diseases of childhood than little
girls. During my early years in Madras,
child marriages were still practised and
it was not uncommon for the liitle boy
to die of one of those childhood dis-

eases before he was old enough lo live
with his young wife — hence the
prevalence of ‘virgin widows'.

My late wile had an aunt who had
similarly lost her husband in childhood.
I don't have to tell you that in many
orthodox families such a widow would
spend a very unhappy life; our Aunt,
on the contrary, was loved and revered
by the whole family, including, I'm
proud to say, mysell. Yet even with the
comparatively enlightened and adoring
parents and relatives among whom she
lived and grew up, the idea of re-
marriage was unthinkable.

Thankfully, a greal many years
have passed since [ last saw "...virgin
widows no exceplion’ in any matri-
monial column. The almost universal
use of the now-famous Triple Antigen
vaccine, which protects children from
those killer-diseases — diphtheria,
telanus and pertussis (whooping cough)
— has doubtless evened survival pros-
pects of boy children with girls, but 1
have no doubt that the cessation of
child marriages, which, of course, are
unlawful anyway, is the principal
reason, at least in our part of India.
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For every historic building in Madras threatened
with destruction and about whose imminent wrecking
ists, giving
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them a chance to raise a hue and cry, there are many

more pulled down before the protectionists even hear

abou! them. A typical case is our OLD this fortnight

— the Electricity Board’s headquarters off Mount

Road, a gracious old building with a pantheonic facade
that can be fea-

tured here only ...&THE

W
e
A 1y
0

- iy
i o &
2 o Ll‘!?
A p&l

THE
OLD... ricmavavns NEW

copied the picture
that appeared in Madras — The Gracious- City,
S Muthiah and Ajay Khullar’s record for posterity of
the buildings of the city, a beautiful coffee table publi-
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cation made possible by the Murugappa Group. That
building had once been the home of the Army Clothing
Factory (long before it moved out to Avadi during
World War II} and was, possibly, before that the
residence of the Lukers who had founded Addison’s.
Just as the Electricity Board’s ‘security’ — which
is not as alert about power losses — had made taking
the original photograph of the OLD difficult,
RAGHAVAN had difficulty in taking the NEW 1oo0.
Even though the NEW showed only an empty space
behind wide gates and revealed that the OLD had indeed
been pulled down, without any public notice. When,
oh, when are we going to get an Act which will keep

the historic buildings df Mount Road (and elsewhere
in the City) ‘Intacht’?

’I‘ N. Seshan is genuinely upset that

°St. Mary’s Road, on which his
father built him the only house he
owns, has been renamed Mary Salai
— the ‘St." having to be dropped in
support of secularism! For this and other
reasons, we ol Madras claim him as
our very own, though he vehemently
swears he is a man of the Ghats and
“belongs lo that vicious species of
human beings called the” Palghat
Brahmin " and speaks Talayalam
which neither the Tamils nor the
Malayalis understand.

Every moming we read about him,
our Chief Election Commissioner — of
how he oversteps his limits by barking
and biting, of how his mouth measures
wide enough to accommodate both his
feet, of how he declares this system or
that corrupt. On arid days, his “funny
lines™ are quoled — occasionally.

So when Roof for the Roofless
announced that the Chandran Deva-
nesan Memorial Lecture this year was
to be delivered by T.N. Seshan, [ was
an early arrival at the Kamaraj Audi-
torium to bag a-vanlage seat. My faith
in the media assured me free enter-
tainment and | expecled comic reliel
from the most powerful and versatile
of performing akharas. | was not alone.
Humanity thronged the place. The
auditorial capacity filled to spill down
the aisles with squatting humanity and
then standing humanity along the walls
and then some more in crowds outside
the open doors.

At half past six in the evening, on
the dot, Seshan walked in, squat of
figure and joyless of countenance, an

uncomplicated arrogance fomenting -

emotions matemal, romantic or other-

wise. The air turned thick with expect-
ations of all kinds. T.N. Seshan looked
long at the crowd Lill they fell entranced
and he held them there for the next two
hours and a half. Laler in the evening,
he confessed, “I don't need dinner. |
see a crowd of this magnitude and my
cup is full and runneth over.”
Words of sheer- poetry tumbled
from him faster than he could speak
them — the cadence in his delivery
recalling the rhythmic thrust from a
shloka-chanting blacksmith. He quoted
from The Bible, The Gita, from
Subramaria Bharathi, he called for
Bismillah e Rahman e Rahim. He
recited verses in Hindi, in Tamil. He
parried with Omar Khayyam, with
Greek philosophers, with classical
scholarship. The crowd wanted enter-
tainment, he gave it to them. He tuned
screamingly funny and satirical and
intensely emotional. His inspired out-
pourings on the state of education in
independent India, if translated into
Tamil, turn pregnant with innuendoes
that are side-splitting. “From a country
which had only 13 universities at the
turn of Independence, today you have
200 universities plus. There are univer-
sities for the front end of the cow and

the back end of the cow. There are-

universities entirely devoted to the

buffalo. There are deemed universities, «

and there are undeemed universities.
There are closed universities. There are
universities without Vice-Chancellors,

universities in Madhya Pradesh with |

two, two Vice-Chancellors...."”

What he had to say about the .

medical system that stilched a piece of
textile into the backbone of his Chief
Secretary, of civil servants whom he

can best describe as “not even a
bamboo eaten by white anis but a
vazhathandu... ‘Tuk’, how easily it

breaks”, or of the Depariment of

Nutrition that comes on TV once in
a while in the middle of a programine
o say "eal nulritious food,” is betier
lefi- unquoted.

Seshan spoke in English. When the
crowd asked him to speak in Tamil,
he spoke in Hindi. When they got used
to his Hindi, he spoke in Tamil. 2450
men and 50 women laughed with
qusto — then slowly the laughter died
down, except for the odd nervous out-
burst, as Seshan zeroed in on the theme
for the evening: ‘Nallathoru veenai
seithae athei nalamkeda puzhuthiyil
erivathundo? (Why would anyone
craft a good veena only to cast it down
in the mud?) “When Subramania
Bharathi wrote before Independence
and asked the question, how many of
us believed that he was speaking with
foresighl of prognosis.... My history did
not begin with Robert, Lord Clive. My
history did not begin with the 14th
midnight when Panditji said in sono-
rous language '....and loday when the
rest of the world sleeps, India awakes.’
India had woken up much earlier. It
had gone to sleep in between.... Would

it be correct to say Gandhiji won us-

freedom at almost & throwaway price?
And today, after hardly 47 years,
peaple are talking of at least wanting
a dictatorship if not a return to foreign
control. Who has brought us to this
pitiable pass?...."

Between 1947 and today,
“Humne kya kya paya? Lekin, humne
kya kya khoya? (What have we
earned and achieved? What have we

lost?) From a country which was with
a begging bow! at the tum of Indepen-
dence, loday we are exporting rice and

wheat and cotion. We make enough-

milk so that Verghese Kurien can claim
that milk is flowing in the country. We
produce enough of all kinds of things
in this country. And yet, is it not right
to say after the book which was wrilten
in Harvard thirty years ago — that the
rich have gol richer, and the poor have
got children...

-“What religion in the world taught
you to kill thy neighbour as thyself?
You go bumn somebody else, you
assault their women, Was this your
virasath, your heritage, which made
you say — my hislory runs back to the
B.Css, my history goes back to the
Tholkapiyam?

“Is 1t not true in this country, when
somebody comes and says he is an
American, he is from Canada, or from’
the Netherlands, much the most of the
population will say, ‘Oh, how are you
sir? | am sorry, | am an Indian!” Why
has this country lost a sense of national
pride?

“At what price justice in a country
where the Chola king hung up a bell
in front of his court and a cow rang
the bell and the king went to the cow
(apparently, those days kings could talk
even to cows), ‘Cow, cow what is
bothering you?’ And the cow said,
"Your chariot killed my child." "My
chariot killed your child? Then cut off
my neck.’ That is the kind of justice
fo which | am an inheritor....”

Who is at fault? Whom can be
blame for this hopeless mess? Unfortu-
nately for public comfort, Seshan will

(Continued on P5)
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‘Paper-pencil genius’

get

(Continued from last fortnight) -

K. Stinivasan's lifetime devotion
® to Mathematics has culminated in
one burning ambition... to present the
Mathematics genius and prodigy,
S. Ramanujan, to the world, so that it
may learn about him and discover the
fascinating world of Mathematics
through him. _

Why Ramanujan? Well, it alf
began when Srinivasan read a book
called ‘Indian Scieniists’, published by
G.A. Natesan and Co., Madras. The
book inspired him to delve more and
more into the life and work of Rama-
nujan. In 1962, a stamp was released
to commemorate Ramanujan's 75th
Birth Anniversary. Srinivasan now
began to collect material on Rama-
nujan... an effort which took almost six
years. At the end of that period, he
published a two-volume ‘memorial’...
the first volume entitled Ramanujan —
Letters and Reminiscences and the
second Ramanujan — An Inspiration.

This set of books was released in May

1969. And, at the function, Srinivasan
suggested thal there should be a

Museum in honour of Ramanujan. It
would be the first of its kind... and it

would also be 25 years before this
dream began lo lake shape:

The process began when Srinivasan
mel A.T.B. Bose, a businessman and
an industrialist by profession, but “an
educationist by choice”, according to
Srinivasan, who is unstinting in his
praise for Bose's idealism and vision,
combined with the ability to translate
concepls inlo concrele practice. Bose
established the Avvai Kalai Kazhagam

in North Madras with the express
intention of providing a centre for
cultural learning and awareness in the
area. He had, by then, become familiar
with Srinivasan's work. This inspired
him 1o set aside a cerlain area in his
Academy for the Museum. Srinivasan
describes how, when Bose showed him
the allotted area and asked him if it was
sufficient, he replied that since Rama-
nujan was a *‘paper-pencil genius”’, this
area was more than enough:

s 4 shrine

The Academy is equipped with

- conference halls and a library which
stocks magazines, fiction and, of course,

books on Mathematics. Srinivasan has
contributed books worth over a lakh
to the library. The Museum was establi-
shed in March '93, and Srinivasan took
over as Curator the following month.
He spends five days a week in his liltle
suite in the same building, returning to
his home near St. Thomas” Mount over
the week-end. He has a wife and ten
children. When asked how- his wife
feels about always needing to step aside
lo make room for her husband’s
crusade for Ramanujan, he smiles
rusefully, but acknowledges her full
supporl and understarfding.

The museum houses original letters
written by Ramanujan to his parents,
. Professor Hardy's letter to Ramanujan,
his school certificales, and photocopies
of select jottings from his notebooks.
Reading these lelters makes the person

behind the distant image of a genius

come alive. One letter is an application
for a job as a clerk in the Madras Porl
Trust. The letter was written in 1912,

" and in it Ramanujan states in all

humility (and in whal is probably a

P K Srinivasan. as dedicated a museum curator as you will lind in India, points fo

an exhibit gt the Ramanujan Museum in Madras. These are some of the lelters
Prof Hardy had written to- the mathematics genius (Photograph: V S RAGHAVAN)

staggering example of understatement),
*...1 have, however, been devoling all
my time o Mathematics and develop-
ing the subject!”” The museum also has
a copy of his horoscope.

The fulure plans for the museum
are impressive. The museum will be
divided into two sections: A Memo-
rabilia section, complete with actual
models of Ramanujan's house, and
places of study and work: and a
Crealive section where visitors, children
especially, can play around with
mathematical puzzles and games. There
are also plans to pul up an optical
illusions chamber and a maze. There
will be audio-visual tours, with the
required spotlichting, and an audio-
visual presentation of Ramanujan’s life
and work.

Srinivasan candidly says our that
a project of this magnitude needs funds.
“The museum is a shrine to Rama-
nujan's genius, and his admirers from
all over the world have to lend their

support.”

Srinivasan points out rather sadly

" that-while French, American and British

tourists have, on many occasions,
sought out the Academy and the
Museum, “‘our people largely ignore its
existence”. "“Even many of our maths
teachers are just not inlerested,” he

adds.

The museum is indeed the driving
force in his life right now.

(Concluded)

LAUGHS
AND
ANTHEMS

(Continued from P4)
not allow us to sit back and point
accusing lingers at lake your pick, the
politicians, the bureaucrats, the techno-
crals, not even the judiciary. He blames
the people, who sold themselves down
the road, and demanded nothing of the
system. *‘We have become like dumb
cattle. Where were you when the
modesty and dignity of our mother was
being corrupted?”’ What we have let
slip has to be gathered together by us.
“My purpose is to ask you lo gel up
and fight.”

“And yet this country seems fo be

performing together — because my

great, great grandmother went in search
of Varanasi and when she had crossed
the walers, she believed she had
booked a ticket to heaven. That grand-
mother from U.P. or Varanasi or Agra
or Lucknow came south in search of
the Sethubandanam al Rameswaram.
My virasath is thal this vividity, this
versatility, this diversity, is held together
by a thread which is impossible to see
but which is equally impossible to
break. This woman of such fantastic

Variety can never be ruled by anything

but democracy, the fundamentals of
which is the right lo disagree, not the
right to agree.... _

“Why have you come to listen to
me? There is a Joker, a Johnny come
lately standing on the dais. No
enlertainment tax. If that is what you
feel, be my guest. If not, then teel like
the British Second Army left behind on
the borders of Burma and Nagaland,
with a big cement plaque which said,
‘When you go home, tell them of us
and say for their tomormow we gave
our today'...." '

At Seshan's behest, to shake the
very foundations of the augitorium, the

 crowd belted out the National Anthem,

a fleeting glimpse of thé virasath turning
in their guts. But for Seshan, ““My day
is not done — because, as.The Bible

said, the wretched have no rest.”

- — Elizabeth Roy

Aﬁer noling that “the world is foo
much with us, lale and soon™,
William Wordsworth took a stroll
along a sandy beach-1o calm his ruffled
sensibilities. Little did he know that
chips made from the sand he was
walking on would cause feverish
activity 200 years later. Or thal the
instructions guiding these silicon chips
would bring our society to the throes
of an information revclution.
Today, the buzzword is: Software
“by the millions for the millioris™. This
hi-tech industry, with an international
markel of $125 billion is headed
towards $340 billion for 1996, nol-
withstanding the leviathan problems of
an unprediclable technology, high
labour tumover and piracy. The Indian
software industry, growing al a scorch-
ing 50 per cent rale, is itself besieged
by a labour lumover as high as
27 per cent and 90 per cent piracy.
Particular 1o it are further problems of
low quality products and lack of
adequate communication technology.
Since exports conslilute more than
55 per cent of our software business
and since they mainly cater to the
Weslem markels, many an Indian
company is making a beeline for ISO
accreditation. There is also queuing up
to obtain‘contracts from overseas clients
to execute their work here, i.e. offshore
services, as agains! body-shopping or
deployment of a labour force at the

options for software

client’s site, particularly at a time when
the US. is insisting on slricler visa
regulations.

Software export from India has
picked up fast and is now a Rs. 700 cr
business, with cuslomised software
ruling the roost as against packaged
software in the domeslic market. Indian

Bull’s Eye

software exports currently constitute less
than one per cent of the world markel
and while ils advancement al
58 per cent annum is only indicative
of the tremendous polential of growth
of this sector, the same beseeches an

equal, if not faster. pace from the -

domestic markel.

Except for companies like Mastek,
the domestic markel has really not been
calered lo, partly because of a lack of
awareness in the markets and partly
because it is considered less lucrative.
However, a sound and wide domestic
market can alone cushion this indusiry
agains! any major flucluations in the
international market. Also, since the
domeslic markel allows for some
quality compromise, the need of the
hour is to jack up this market and sel
it moving parallel fo exports.

Here the govemment's role, not as
a policy-maker but as a customer,
would greatly improve the competence

of the industry. Next comes building
up crucial communication fechnology
and markeling prowess. Thanks to
liberalisation. our policies are not a

barrier to growth. And if Dr

Manmohan Singh enterlains doubts
about the workability of Newton’s
theory for his budgetary concessions,
the software indusiry and the capital
market would be more than pleased to
dowse the same. His concessions for
this industry have evoked an equal and
opposile reaction. Within a month of
his budgetary speech, Infosys zoomed
lo Rs. 775 from Rs. 650, Mastek from
Rs. 160 to Rs. 240, NUT from Rs.

165 to Rs. 235, as also the scrips of-

other listed software companies.

Meanwhile, apart froin a supportive
administration, we have a fantastically
cheap and skilled workforce. A sirong
profit molive, with good public
relations, and a vibrant domeslic market
will work wonders. As testimony fo this
is our own Madras, where various
software companies expect fo double
their workforce and turnover within
two years by riveling their attention on
the local market.

From this enchanting indusiry, we

move on lo our recommendalions:
Ucal Power Systems [CMP
Rs. 19.00 (BSE)): This Madras-based
company, promoled by Carburettors Lid in
collaboration with Tech Knol, U.K., makes

poriable eleclric genset components of -

1-4 kva range and inlernal combustion

engines upto 10 hp. lts public issue of
Rs. 2.50 a was oversubsaribed 8.19 times.
It has a buy-back arrangement with Tech
Knol (19.6% stake) for 25% of its pro-
duction for five vears. No competitors exist
in gensets above 2 kva, and imported sels
cost double Ucal's price. For 1994-95, our
projected EPS of Rs. 2.25 would support
Rs. 40. Buy al current levels. -

Vimta Labs [CMP Rs. 47.50 (BSE)}:
In the business of testing, analysis and quality
control systems, Vimta also conducts micro-
biological, toxicological, and environmental
studies, as well as consultancy and training
in these fields. It has a clientele of blue-chip
companies, including 1TC Agro, TISCO,
ACC, HLL and P & G. For March '93, its
income was Rs. 1,68 cr and PAT Rs. 0.32
cr. Though performance could fall short of
estimations for 199394, 199495 esti-
mations should be surpassed. It plans to
render services abroad, chiefly to the Asia-
Pacific rim, and earn 25% of its income by
this route. Should quote around Rs. 75 by
1994-95 resulls. Buy.

Oberoi Associated Hotels [CMP
Rs. 64.00 (MSE)): The “Trident', the hotel
near Madras airport, eamns about 75% of
its income in foreign exchange. lts
banqueting and flight catering services
incomes are better tharr that of other hotels
in the city. Belonging to the Oberois, it has
been performing well ever since it was taken
over from the Rane Group, Madras. It is
building another five star hotel in Jaipur, -
which should be ready for occupation in
1996. An estimated EPS of Rs. 4.70 for
1994-95 will support Rs. 100. A good buy

at current levels.

— K. Gopalakrishnan

Bennis, Warren G.

Edited by Susan Sontag.

Chickerihg. A. Lawrence.

Cortada, James W.

AMERICAN CENTER LIBRARY

éemini Circle, Mount Road, Madras 600 006. Tel: 8273040.

NOTABLE BOOKS OF THE MONTH"

An invented Life: Reflections on Leadership and Change.
Addison-Wesley Publishing Company, 1993. (658.409 BEN)

The Best American Essays, 1992.
Ticknor & Fields, 1992. (814.008 BES) (c.2)

Beyond Left and Right: Breaking the Political Stalemate.
ICS Press, ¢1993. (320.873 CHI)

TQM for Sales and Marketing Management.
McGraw-Hill, Inc., c1993. (658.8 COR)

Gilroy, Bernaro Michael

Networking in Multinational Enterprises:
The Importance of Strategic Alliances.
University of South Carolina Press, ¢1993. (338.88 GIL)

Hadenius, Axel
Democracy and Development.

Cambridge University Press, ¢1992. (321.8 HAD)

Nonprofit Organizations in a Market Economy:
Understanding New Roles, Issues, and Trends.
Edited by David C. Hammack and Dennis R. Young
Jossey-Bass Publishers, c1983. (658.048 NON) -

Ralph, Clark W.

Workplace Ethics: Winning the Integrity Revolution.
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., ¢1993. (174.4 CLA) .
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(Quizmaster V.V. RAMANAN'S questions
are from the fortnight April 1-15)

1. Where was the hisloric GATT accord signed,
on Aprl 15th?

2. According fo Dulch researcher Rene Bult
what s best done by wearing a red shil in
the lae afternoon and using a red implement?

3. Asia’s largest container freight station was
commissioned on Aprl 13th in Madras.
Where?

4. Name the new powerul PC launched by
Apple Inc. in Bombay on-April 14ih and
which saw the entry of the compuler giani
into the country?

5. Wheic in Tamil Nadu has India’s first fluid
bed-based pilot incinerator for disposal of
loxic and hazardous wasle been st up?

6. Why was V. Kulrecleswaran, a 12-year-ld
Madras schoolboy, in the news?

7. Against which counlry has the US enforced
trade sanctions, he first on environmenlal
grounds?

~ 8. Who s the winner of this year's prestigious
'G.K. Reddy Memorial Award for Excellence
in Journalism?

9, Who were the Indian beneficiarics at the
recently held Australasia Cup in Sharjah?

10. Name India’s new private seclor bank
inaugurated on April 11th?

{1, Why was Jose Maria Olazabal of Spain in
the news recently?

12. What are the two sites earmarked for selting
up the sporis village near Madras for the SAF
Games in 19997

13. The 199394 Sungrace-Mafailal Cricketer of
the Year is...?

14. The assassinations of Presidents Juvenal
Hatayarimana and Cyprien Ntaryamira have
sparked off civil war in the two countries.
Name the countrits.

15. Lithuania's old currency. talonas. has been
pul back info circulation for an entirely new
purpose. Whal purpose?

(How much of Madras Musings April

{-15 do you remember, muses

Ramanan)

16. Who is designing the acsthetic new campus
of SRT Vidvalaya at Manali?

17. Who s leading the bes! sone workers in the
slalz in the sculpting of the gigantic 133 feet
Tiruvalluvar statue and where will it come
up? :

18. Who is the recipient- of the firsl “Varkey
Award' for the ‘The Best Head of an
Institution ?

19. Who played the roles in The Boardwalkers’
The Owi and the Pussycal performed in
Madras recently?

90. Amongst the eight biggest cities (population-
wise) in India, which city has the least crime
rale?

He was the mightiest Roman of them

all, a legend in his lifetime, a
brilliant lawyer and a rapier-sharp cross-
examiner. Many were the sensational
cases, both civil and criminal, he
featured in, not only in Madras but also
Calcutta where he practised for years
after leaving Madras. ‘

He was nol merely a legendary
lawyer. He was a politician and also
a journalist. He loved India and Indians
and not his own people. The British
hated him because of his association
with the Indian National Congress in
the late 19th Century. For which
reason he was never knighled, so was
never ‘Sir Eardley Norlon', as he was
described in Madras Musings recently!

The Norton family roots went back
a long time in Madras. An ancesior,
George Norton, was a judge of the
Supreme Court of Madras (the pre-
decessor of the High Court). John Bruce
Norion, Eardley’s father, was a leading
Barrisier of Madras in his day and was
the Advocate-General. He was also the
leacler of English society in the city. But
Fardley Norlon outshone them both.

Fardley Norlon was bomn on
February 19. 1852, and sludied in
Brussels, before joining Oxford’s famed
Merton College. Choosing the family
profession, he became a Barrister in
1870 and practised for nine years in
the Northem Circuit in England before
deciding to return to roots. He landed
in Madras in July 1879 and enrolled
himself as a lawyer of the Madras High
Courl. That same month, a poor bul
brilliant Brahmin, R Satagopachariar,
also enrolled. ‘Sadagopa’, as he called
him, became Norton's closest friend in
Madras and both appeared together in
many sensational cases.

Within a few years, Norton be-
came one of the leaders of the
Provincial Bar. As a criminal lawyer
he had few equals and appeared in
almost every imporiant and sensational
trial in Madras and in district lowns.
Some of the celebraled cases he
appeared in included the Coimbatore
Photographer Murder Case, the
Garston Dacoity Case, the Salem Riots
Case, the Kannivadi Zamin Case and
many others.

He was- a master of human
psychology, which he made full use of
in his cases. Once,"a case came up for
hearing before a British judge in Madras
notorious for sliding into a comatose
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 condition after a heavy meal. The case

involved very heavy slakes and
Norion's client’s livelihood depended
on its successful outcome. To keep the
honourable judge awake, Norton hit
on a brilliant idea. He requested an
invitingly buxom British woman to be
present in cour and look admiringly
at him when he was on his feet, con-
ducting the case. The judge had an eye
for female amplitude and was all atten-
tion right through the trial! Norton,

amival of the Governor, he wrote, “...a
large number are present on the prin-
ciple that the next best thing to being
a rose is lo be seen near il. A few wives
seize ‘the opportunity of doing. their
husbands a good turn and airing their
latest dress-improvers. The Church is
there lo gather glory from an earthly
King. And when it is all over, everyone
comes back lo the club and swears the
whole thing is a damned nuisance..
Amen!” (One wonders what Norton

excellent as ever, won the case. Alfter
which the judge sent a note to Norton
asking for details about the lady.

_Norton wrole back on the same note,

“Dear judge, | don't think Il ever meel
her again, nor do | think would you!”

Norion praclised for three decades
in Madras with-spectacular success but
was more or less forced fo leave the
city. His pro-Indian aititude and anli-
British stance made him persona' non
grala with the English community in
Madras. But there was another, more
telling reason. A somewhal sordid one.

He was cited as co-respondent in
a divorce suit filed in the Madras High
Court, on the Original Side, Matri-
monial Division. The case was filed by
a Brilon against his wife alleging her
“repeated acts of adullery with a local
lawyer named Eardley Norton™. Tha
was a period of prudery and Madras
was a very conservative small town
rather than a city. The details of the
case, especially the acts of adultery,
titillated the locals and many wrole
jetters lo the editor of The Hindu. The
Editor, a Norlon admirer, was so
embarrassed by many of them that he
put an end to the spate of letlers, for
and against! In keeping with the practice
of the limes, only inilials of the people
concerned were mentioned! (But the
original records would have the full
salacious defails!)

Shunned by the local British,
Norton took off for Calcutta. Here he
conducTed many famed trials, like the
Manikattla Bomb Case in which Auro-
bindo Ghosh was one of the accused.
Norion was the prosecutor. During his
Calculta innings, his friend Sadagopa
asked him to come lo Madras to argue
the famous appeal in the Coimbatore
Photographer Murder Case. The
accused, a playboy zamindar of
Coimbatore, was senienced to death,
and Norion's brilliant arguments earned
acquittal for the accused. An enquiry
was made into the conduct of a police
officer in the case, and the 1G of
Madras, on enquiry, found nothing
against the officer. In his confidential
report, the 1G commented that the
police lost the case because of the bad
handling of it by the Crown, “Eardley
Norton proving too much not only for
the lawyer but also for the British
judges!”

Norlon wrole a regular column for
The Hindu, titled ‘Olla Podrida’, under
the pen-name ‘Sentinel’. The pseu-
donym was a well-kept secret and re-
vealed only when he stopped writing.
Norton criticised the ruling class with
a heavy sarcastic pen without fear or
favour. For example, writing aboul a
scene al Madras Ceniral station on the

would have written if he were in Tamil
Nadu ioday when sychophancy is
virtually a religion!) ‘

Norton lived alone in Madras in
famed Dunmore House. I he was
married, no one saw his wile here.

In Calcutta, Norton wrote his
memoirs as a serial in ‘Looker-On’.
This magazine has vanished and
Norton's narrative is a colleclor’s item.
(A Madras-based Barrister has a Xerox-
ed copy which he refuses even lo show
this writer!)

Norton was a member of the
Madras Corporation, having won his

‘bureaucratic snobbery!

seal from the Triplicane constituency.
He was also a member of the Imperial

Council in Delhi, and had to resign his -
seat when a case of defamation was

filed against him by Sullivan. The case
Sullivan vs. Norton became a cause
celébré and has entered the law.books
of India.

Norton spent his vacations up in
Kodaikanal and, at the age of 70, he
spent his leisure hours there learning
typing! He typed his letters to close
friends and one such, ‘addressed- to

‘Dear Sadagopa’, ended with the line,

“Your Affect (sic) friend... this is my
own typing. So be lenient as | am but
a beginner.” This lelter became famous
and found a place in V C Gopal-
ratnam's classic book on the history of
the Madras High Court, A Cenfury
Completed (this book, sadly out of
print, is another collector’s item).

Norton left India in 1926 and, after
some years, passed away. His fans had
his portrail unveiled in the Madras High
Court portrait gallery, where he was the
first non-judge to have his portrait hung.
A prejudiced Chiel Justice shifted the
portrait from the gallery to the High
Court corridor, an act of sheer British

Norton was the stuff legends are
made of...
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"’I‘he Family Show' promised a

colourful evening. It was-a show
pul logether by members of the family
of the. pioneer film director K, Sub-
ramaniam and his brother K. Viswa-
nathan to commemorate the 90th birth
anniversary of K. Subramaniam.
The members of the family are all
well-known in the worlds of film-
making, dance and music. The grand-
«children, each well-groomed in music
and dance, proved lo be excellent
organizers as well as hosts. Not a note
of discord was seen in a show in which
there was a blend of such different
media as video, pop music, classical
Carnalic and Hindustani music and
Bharatha Natyam presentations.

of their film-making careers. The eldest
son Balakrishnan's wile Shyamala has

made an extensive study of Tamil folk -

music and the whole family sang a

medley of these with gusto. That they

were all able fo meel for rehearsals is
by ilsell a remarkable feal.

Among the grandchildren, it is
perhaps Kannan who slands out as the
most brifliant, with his maslery over the
veena. Lata and Gita, Krishnaswamy's
daughters, and Lakshmi and Sara-
swathi, Ramanan's daughters, are
dancers wilh very dilferent approaches
to their dancing. While the Krishna-
swamy sisters presented their own
choreographyin Aurobindo’s Savithri’,

THE VIEW
FROM THE
WINGS

Obviously well-rehearsed, the show
was presented against a simple buf
aesthetic stage decor. _

The show was nol without ils
mirth-filled moments, especially when
Ramji's Abaswaram made ils musical

contribution and Padma Subramaniam -

danced “Theerada vilayattu pilfai’ with
her little grand-niece, Vaishanavi Ravi-
chandran. Padma danced in a bright

orange, ‘sequined lehanga “with a-

brocade silk, pale greenhalf-saree.

The evening was delightfully enler-
taining, starting with a short video film
on Director K. Subramaniam and
K. Viswanathan made by son
S. Krishnaswamy. 1 featured several
interesting stills and film clips, including
the famous courl scene where the
heroine refuses 1o rejoin a truant
husband and. offers .lo pay him
alimony. The video also showed a-clip
from an earlier commemoralion, when
MGR had made a moving speech
about how Subramaniam had been a
[ather-ligure to him.

R. Venkalaraman, the former
President of India, had been a close
fiend and associale of Director
Subramaniam and he paid glowing
tributes to him, comparing the palriotic
fervour of poet Subramania Bharathi
and K. Subramaniam. R. Venkala-
raman wenl on lo say lhat he could
nol think of any family in India, or
anywhere efse in the world, thal had

“so much lalent, with so many members
rising to such heights in different artistic

fields.
 In the classical dance field, Padma
Subramaniam; who had been the apple

~ of her. father's eye, had made bold
strides. She has brought lo life her

theoretical study of the Karanas,

'8 camrying on regardless of crilics who

have called her style ‘Padma Natyam"

~ and those who have questioned her
. sense -of aesthelics -in costume and
-+ presenlation. She has been the besl-
. known member of the family, though
“her brothers Krishnaswamy and S.V.

Ramanan_have made gréal ‘successes

1

the Ramanan sisters presented extracts
from ‘Krishna Tulabharam’ choreo-
graphed by their aunt Padma and
composed by their grandmother
Meenakshi Subramaniam. S.V.
Ramanan, in his inimitable style,
presenled a tableau, ‘Ulagam Namade,
with the whole family participaling.

The Viswanathan progeny include
the well-known dancer Laksmi Viswa-
nathan, the child star sensation of
yesteryears, ‘Baby" Saroja, and the
musician Charumathy Ramachandran.
Charumathy’s daughter Shubhashree is
turning into a singer of her mother’s
calibre.Saroja and her sisler Sujaya gave
some very good musical renderings as
did Mohana Krishnaswamy.

237

A Boyd Webb exhibit at the Lalit Kala Akademi.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Till May 6: Boyd Webb, the official
British participant in the Eighth Indian
Triennale, who exhibited a series of 12
farge, colourful Cibachromes (see photo-
graph ) on themes of reproduction

The family show was the kind of
show only such a family could have
presented. They've been bom fo show
biz!

‘Screwed’, not ‘crude’

In my review last forinight of a lecture
demonsiration of Hindustani Music
by Chandralekha Bannerjea at LLT.,
| had mentioned my being disturbed
over Dhrupad music being described
as “crude””. The word was “'screwed”,
I was lold later. The sentence was “The
poelic content of the composition is
screwed lo a rigid framework of the
Tala. There is no scope for emotional
embellishment.” When it was read out,
I think there was a pause after the word
‘screwed” and the word ‘o’ had
escaped our ears. | heard it as ‘crude’
and discussed this immediaiely with my
neighbour and, later, with others who
had all heard it the same way. My
apologies to Chandralekha Bannerjea,
But | was as disturbed when | heard

it as she was when she read about il.

V.R. Devika

and reprocessing, is a sculplor who uses
photography to record the images he
conslrucls. Mis works shown at the
Triennale are on display at the Lalit Kala
Akademi, Madras. (British Council in
collaboration with LKA).

Till May 10: The Sakshi Gallery -
Collections. Drawings. elchings, litho-
graphs, water colours, oils and scuplture
by various atists. Sakshi Gallery, 11
Khadar Nawaz Khan Road. Open bel-
ween 11 am and 6 pm, Mondays to
- Saturdays.

safeguards even before it was required by law.
Our concern fortheenvironment is reflected inour endeavour

tosee that the land we inhabit is not spoiled or sullied in any

way.

For, our land is our heritage. And that of our children.

/\ |

Chemplasthas been environmentally conscious long before

it became fashionable. On our own, we had introduced

Chemplast
CHEMICALS AND PLASTICS INDIALIMITED

8, Cathedral Road, Madras 600 086.
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restaurant -

remole conlrol -

turn into a restaurant.

CROGZIN'

A restaurant
by remote control

(as defined by Croozin’ Cuisine)

Your boardroom or cabin.

{orig. a place where meals and
refreshments may be had)

Your telephone.

(orig. a device used to controta

~ function from a distance)

Yes, if vou practically do not have the time to go fo
restaurant, then use vour telephone.Cull 8265447, Croozin’
| Cuisine. Place vour orders. And watch your boardroom

RIEILERN The Sindoori Hotel §

24, Greams Lane, Madras 600 006. Ph : 8265447.
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Viswanathan Anand caplured m a
happy mood by V S RAGHAVAN. Could

ihe smile be for the chess boom he has been
responsible for in Tamil Nadu?

popularity

fmm India’s first International Master,

Manuel Aaron, to the country's
first and lone Grandmaster, Viswa-
nathan Anand, Madras has produced
more national and international stars
in chess than in any other sporting
discipline, indoor or outdoor. While
Aaron, unfortunately, did not live up
to the promise he showed as a teenager
and had to be content with the dis-
tinction of being the first Indian to gain

international recognition, the youthful
Anand has scaled the heights as no
other Indian sportsperson and has
emerged a lop contender for the world
Crown. '

Whatever is in store for Anand, his
achievements to date have boosted the
popularity of chess in Tamil Nadu as
never before. The ever-growing
number of tournaments, including those
for under-13 boys and girls, speaks
volumes for the new look the game has
gained. Pride of place among the
organisers must go to the Cenlral
Revenue Sports Board of Madras,
which recently conducted the biggest-
ever fournament in the city, the annual
National Institutional team champion-
ship.

Including Neyveli Lignite Corpo-
ration, Indiari Bank, Bharat Petroleum,
Life Insurance Corporation, Reserve
Bank of India, Indian Airlines, Indian
Railways and Major Ports, there were
as many as 20 feams in all for the
seven-round championship held at the.
Income Tax Club's indoor auditorium
in Nungambakkam. So lalented were
the majority of the players that, to the
fans and the solilary chess-playing
mediaperson who had tumed up to
walch such stars as Lanka Ravi,
KV Saravanam and others battle it out,
the auditorium provided a sight to tingle
the blood. There had never beiore been
a tournamenl in the City where so
many boards were engaged simullane-
ously. Yet, it had a smooth and efficient

- passage, for which the organising

commitiee deserve a pat on iis back.

The loumament was no doubt
fucky to have had the benefit of the
advice of not only veleran Aaron, still
going strong as a member of the Indian
Bank team, and of a knowledgeable
arbiter in M Subramaniam but also of
the ever-active veleran organiser,
K Kameswaran, who, apart from this
overall supervision, played the réle of
P R O. But the well-organised tourna-
ment had one snag! The total purse of
Rs. 40,000, with a beggarly
Rs. 3,000/- to the top board player
(Lanka Ravi), was disappointing. Chess
in India, it would appear, has miles to
g0 lo eam, ironically enough, in the
country where it was bomn, the patron-
age such games like cricket and tennis

~ have oblained.

he Cricket Club of India's

recent Diamond Jubilee tour-
nament in Bombay was the latest
feather in MRY's cap. The tyre-
manufacturing company’s seven-
run win over star-studded Sun-
grace-Mafatlal in the final,
earning it 2 winner’s purse of
Rs. 100,000, enhanced its
already high status as India’s
most sport-minded industrial
establishment.

Apart from the fabulous
investment in their Pace

run into several lakhs a year,
MRF have established them-

in football and motor racing
competitions. But their Bombay
cricket friumph is more signi-
ficant than their soccer and
motor-racing achievements for it
is in tune with MRF's commen-
dable policy to help promising
young pace bowlers develop
their talent and also provide
employment to those who have
proved their worth on the
cricket field.

The victorious line-up speaks
for itself. If a discreet veil is put
over the presence of Mohammed

- Azharuddin, who has signed up

MRF cap 1t alll

Madras squad, headed by former

. to its employer. The MRF team

‘Australian Test Fast bowler

Foundation in Madras, stated to -

selves as a force to reckon with

of June.

to be a guest player for MRF
whenever required, it is an all-

Indian opener W V _Raman,
which would ever feel grateful

indeed owes a great deal to the
drive and enthusiasm of Vinoo

Mammen.
TAILPIECE: With former

Dennis Lillee as its visiting
Principal and former Indian Test
medium-pacer T A Sekhar as its
resident Principal, the MRF Pace
Foundation has turned out
several State and India stars,
like Vivek Razdan, Subroto-
Banerjee, Venkatesh Prasad and
Javagal Srinath, all of whom
have earned India caps. And
thanks to Vinoo Mammen, the '
Foundation lads have also had
the benefit of advice from former
Australian Test stars like John
Inverarity, the Chappel brothers,
Ian. and Greg, and Graham
McKenzie, all, of course, roped
mbycompatnothllee His latest
catch is the one and only Jeff
Thompson, expected at the
Foundation in the first fortmght

JAICI

Bitten by the

abi Rajaratnam'’s unique collection
of 700-0dd scale-model vintage
cars does prove a point: ‘A thing of
beauty does keep one a boy forever!”
-To this industrialist, who confesses
lo having retired.from a busy nine to
five' schedule, “the automobile has
always been an object of affection and
a greal source of excitement”. Remem-
bering his childhood, Rabi Rajaratnam
recalls, “My father had three cars in
those days. As a boy, I had-a wonderful
collection of toy cars. | even had a few
scale-model cars in my toy garage,
which | kepl in one comer of the
verandah in my parent's home".

Growing up in Salern, he had also
seen a variety of rare models owned
by the estate owners and managers in
Yercaud. “Sometime I used lo sneak
oul of church during service to touch
'n" feel the cars parked oulside,”
remembers this car buff.

Having leamt to drive when he was
seven, Rajaratnam had high hopes of
doing a lot of rallying and club racing,
but, finding no sponsors, he had to
forget his dreams. This may be called

the turning point in his life: he tuned. ~

to car collection io keep alive his
interest in cars forever.

There are plenty of vintage model
car collectors abroad, especially in

1 couniries like ltaly and Germany, bul

Rajaratnam'’s fabulous collection, from
the first Benz model of 1885 to a steam
car of 1900 to a Lincoln of 1939, is
one of the few in India.

Let us not, even for a moment,
make the mistake of coniusing these
miniature marvels with toy cars. As
Rajaratnam is not satisfied with look-
alikes, he insists on authenticity. The
scale-models in his collection are true
duplicates of the original cars, the
miniatures  built from melal or
plastic kits. A large number of them
have been moulded from die casts, con-
forming 1o scales ranging from 1:12 o
1:48. Such exotlic names as Duesen-
berg, Hispano Suiza, Marmon,
Delahaye, Alvis, Hotchkiss, Graham

Paige, Lancia, Delage, Isotta Franchini

and the like, all of which still have a
rare whiff of magic about them, are
found in this dedicated hobbyist's
collettion.

If you are a Hollywood fan, you
will be pleasantly surprised to find

" protolypes of cars custom-made for

such all-lime greals as Clarke Gable,
Cary Grant, Gary Cooper,” Tyrone
Power and Greta Garbo. You will also
see.the model of the car used by the
immorial Rudolph Valentino. -

Talk of World History, and there
before you stand the scale-models of
some legendary cars, like.the Austro-
‘Daimler which was being used by the
Archduke Ferdinand when he was as-
sassinated, the red Lancia owned by
Mussolini, and a Mercedes 36 Model
called. Grosser Mercedes, the model
used by Hitler when he reviewed his
stormlroopers. The cars used by the
Malia dons of the American Twenties
are also represented in this collection.

For the sports fan interested in folk

“heroes and their machines, there are
scale-models of the cars used by Jack .

Dempsey, the. greal heavyweight

champion, besides models of some of |

the greatest sports cars of all times: the
Bentleys, the SSKL Mercedes, the
Invicta and a few replicas of the
magnificent Bugaltis.

Just a few of the hundreds of scale-model viniage cars that Rabi Rajaratnam has in

his magnificent collection.

No narration aboul Rabi Raja-
ratnam’s all-absorbing hobby would be

complete il meniion is not made of his -

Model T Ford, proudly displayed in the
centre of his living room. This marvel,
one of his larger models, stands almosl
three feet high and was made from
rosewood by a master woodcarver
from Vellore under the connoisseur’s
supervision. Rajarainam’s story of his
search for this wood carver is a feature
by itself, bul more importantly demon-
strates his dedication and perseverance.

But what about the real thing? |
asked. Rajaratnam showed me his
gleaming Austin 39 parked in the front

o by Dhanya
Gopinath

yard. This car, more precious to him
than his Mercedes 230, staris at a mere
touch and gives more miles to the
gallon than the cars made these days,
he proudly announces.

Curious to know how he managed
to put logether such a marvellous

collection, | learned that he has been

lo most of the famous car museums of
the world, like Harrah's in Reno, one
in Los Angeles, U.S.A., and several in
Europe, in all of which scale-models
are  available. And-he also bought
miniature cars from Monogram,
US.A., Solido of France and other
manufaclurers. Rajaralnam pointed o
a leather wall hanging with a lovely
emblem of an early ‘ltala’ and narrated
how he had found il in the lobby of the
holel where he stayed in Genoa; he
bought it from the hotel, when he
found the shop where such models
were  available had nol opened. Al
this acquisition abroad, however,

- meant spending minimally on personal

expenses when on foreign jaunts.

Looking at the neatly arranged

vehicles in the various display cases
in his house, | wondered how he
managed to care for them all. [ attend
to them mysell. [ take them all out once
a month and dus! them with great
care.”” He dlso ‘services’ the vehicles
and touches lhem up with painl when-
ever necessary.

Rajaratnam is fascmaled by any-

thing that has a connection wilh vinlage.
aulomobiles. It is evident everywhere
in the house. Not to be-missed are the-

models of the radiators of greal cars like
the Alfa, Bentley, Rolls Royce elc. He

(Pholograph: V' S RAGHAVAN)

also has a large collection of books on
vintage and veleran cars. One of the
walls is adorned with the hubcaps of
famous cars like the Packard, Alvis,
Jaguar, Sunbeam, Lancia, Auburn and
others. Then there are the ash irays,
cuff links, stamps, beer mugs, peg
lables, bath lowels and oil paintings
featuring vinlage four-wheelers. Among
the more exotic ilems are a cigaretle
lighter and a room deodorant, each
shaped like a car. He also has an old
gramophone record that gives a running
commentary on a mock Grand Prix car
race, complete with revs of engines al
different speeds. It also carries some
inlerviews with drivers "like Ascari,
Fangio and others. -

Rajaralnam does miss one thing
and lhat is having no other vintage car
collecior o talk to. But his inlerest in
cars is shared by his family members
in varying degrees.

Publicity shy and extremely careful
aboul his “‘priceless gems", as he calls
them, Rabi Rajaratnam is definilely not
interesled in making his deeply absorb-
ing hobby an object of public curiosity.
But he muses, "“How | wish there was
a doctorale offered in this subject. |
would certainly have had a try.” As
an allernalive, he has settled lor
collecting at least another 150-200
cars, so as to complete a certain period.
And as | gef ready to drag myself away,
he waxes poetic: 'l call my hobby an
arl. If there is one thing that this car
bug has taught me, it is dedication. ]
now fully appreciate the meaning of
Keats' lines, ‘A thing of beauly is a joy
forever, its loveliness increases, it wili
never pass info nothingness. "

ANSWERS
IN QUIZ

1. Mamakesh in Alrica; 2. Swatling lies wilh
oplimum results; 3. Tondiarpel; 4. Power
Macintosh; 5. Bharalidasan ~ Universily,
Tiruchi; 6.He became the youngest

swimmer o cross the Palk Strail; 7. Taiwan;
8. K.K. Katyal, Dy. Editor of The Hindu;
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9. Rusi Madi, S. Venkataraghavan and

Mohammed Azharuddin; 10. indusind Bank

Lid; 11, He is winner of the prestigious

Augusta Masters Goll Tournamenl;

12. Madhavaram and Nolambur; 13. Anil

Kumble; 14. Rwanda and Burundi res-
pectively; 15. As toilet paper!ll; 16. Laurie
Baker; 17. V. Ganapathi Sthapthi, at Minor
Rock, Kanniyakumari; 18.].D. Johnson,
principal of the SBOA High School and

Junior College, Anna Nagar; 19.Jisha - -

Menon and Michael Muthu; 2Q. Of course,
Madras Nalla Madras',
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