niAL:ESTATE DIVlSlON
heips you buy and sel! ycu
i pyopeﬁy ina pfohtabte manne:
CIH 49222/ 411058
3, I Main. Road;
Gandhl Nagai, hdya
Madras 600020, .

8¢ Industrial Workers. (Base:
B2- 100),. averaged 10.9 per.
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e lowest, .
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Inﬂahon ‘in. other South'
Mdian - million ‘cities "'was as

_ mplled _ .y the Labour Bureau, '

®g pace:: with the . ‘national
fverage. What t then is the State.
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at for the | ‘million” cities. for | -
-'year: ended .ugust 1“94
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Rangalore' 10.0% Kochi was not |
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Radu would appear to be keep--

r Chakravadhl Rangara;an lhe :
15 Resene Bank of India’ Govemor e
. has been:listed among the‘Ten" Best -

.- Central Bank Chiefs” in the world by -
| the'. Global Finance  Magazine: -

Rangarayan studied and taught at
" Loyola. College before:. going- on to -
. become a:major- flgure in the world of-
< mtemahonal economles and fmance g

Recelved almost snmultaneously'

~ with'this. information-is the news that
 his. boss, Dr Manmohan Smgh has;h
" been named the ‘Best Finance Minister’
- in.the - world by anolher joumal
Luromoney : vl

| I hshng Rangarajan among lhe ,

besl :Global Finance has commended

 his efforls. to- develop a govemment -
 bond market and build up the central
Other

bank's * market” operations.

_ achievemerits of his:noted have been -
* his resolve lo: fight ‘inflation, erisure”
. creditlo make full converhbllity pcsslble

and his. credll pohcy

Lmle nonced locally have been
some -of “the. ex-academic’s.. morej‘
‘tangible achievements. He personally

'econcn

: forelgn capltal would ﬂee the country ‘
" have proved unfounded; Rs. 123 crore:

have been collected tll dale and forelgn
investors and bankers have shown lhe'
highest regard for the prmapled banking
official. He also playeda significant role

“in formulaling. the Eighth: Five-Year
Plan: And instead of strangling farmers’

credit; - he- safeguarded it- by giving’

’ Rs 1500 crore fo NABARD io channel

to the agncultural seclor.-

Rangara)an who got his PhD from‘
the. University’ of Pennsylvama and

‘who taught at the Umversntys famed ‘
" Wharlon | School--of Finance - and-
Commerce, is-a renowned economist
‘who- has wrilten _several books.- His

- ‘main ‘areas of interes! ‘are monetary

mshtuhons -
. planning :and ‘industrial -
~ economy. Al come under h:s purview -
~ at the RBI: and the - Planmngf |

economy; - financial -

' ‘;Commtsswn. -

* handle the country’s burgeoning forelgn
“exchange reserves: of' $20 billion-lo
. ensure that they ‘not only ‘grow but

. computed Rs.: 145 crore ‘as’ penahhesi . bring in the best returrs? Will he prove -

= foreign banks would have to pay asa’ .
. consequience of the Great Stock Scam.
1 Fears that they would nol pay or that‘":‘ .

as shrewd an investor as he has proved

‘economy developer‘? The commg year

wxll provnde the answer:

- We vehadthsbuddmgon.ﬁuﬂwansRoadbe‘ae Buldmﬁwassﬂﬂtobe

' appeared a mystery. Now we know it's a medical centre assoc:aled ‘with a major privale ;
‘hospital. The Classical front gives this, medical inslitution a rat ther overly xmpenal Jo

but what strikes most people with an.inlerest in’ amhxleclure, bu:!dmgs ‘and style:is the

lendency in many a modem building - as in. this case - lo pay greater attent ‘the

. fon! of the building and forget the rest. In this inslance, the sides are almost clinicall,

. bare and qu:le a contrasr fo the royal entrance. Can't: we build loa: ‘Tolality'?’ =
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(By A Staff Reporter)
; A book on the temples of- George

Town is under research. lts author-
to-be is Dr-Joanne Waghome of the

" has just had released a book on Puduk- -
kottai and the rehg}ous influences in the -

Presidency. Another book she and her
' oholographer-husband Dick are work-"
-ing on’is.on the: Hindu’ temples of
America — and those temples were the
, sub)ect of her recent talk to the Madras
Book Club.” :

Speakmg of lhose temples, she said -

8 ;j;quented by the elders in'the family. And {.--
| on'the other level, there are the facilities | -
| for ‘Suriday School’, music and dance }.

: §§§whzch are: frequented byt the young

: Indlan Amencans. lhey are an attempi

that besides the big ones built by. the.
~ well-known sthapalhn from Tamil
Nadu, - there” were ‘several” Hmdu
temples in “small fown- Amenca ‘And
all -these temples were: serving the’
purpose of helping Hindu Indians in the
- US to establish an identity in'a counlry

) :~where ‘the’ tradmon ‘of church- and

] synagogue—gomg ona regular day is stll

vvvvv

-very much alive; And so, Sunday is

| | .when Hindu- families  ‘conform’: by
. :.regularly visiling temples as a -group.

These. temples operale’ on two

f‘i.levels like most other American reli-

-gious | institutions. One one level, there’
'is’ the- area for: worshnp, usually fre-:

“instruction, sports and library facilities

"’by lhe older: generahon fo’ keep the:
: gunger 3enenahon doser fo roots, felt :
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- the consnderable role women play (m.

only princely state.in the old Madras

- preparing prasadam etc) andrln the
" elections for'church management, in:
the congregation: vohng even on’ the:

ks ,__,

Umvemty of North Carolina, who's placement of the xkons, in. makmg a;

The banker who works a pumshmg -1 been. v1snlmg Madras since 1968 and

9.30 10 8.30 day, now has his biggest :
" challenge before him.. How will, he -

business of running the temple and in’
 following American !egal requuemenis"
* which, for instance, - insist on doors

i India (CGAI) sals thal . hopesg
* there'll be 7000 chnrches in: Madras 5
by the. year 20001 - -

opemng outwards and not: mwards

The. 3rowth‘ji?i ra

: cenamly seems: higher lhan- even the’
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The Ausllralians were here

some months ago and left
envisaging ! they'd get 5000
Indian students a year studying
in their universities by the year
2000. The British, who visited
more recenlly and held a well-
attended British Education Fair
in Madras, were more conser-
vative. They hoped to increase
the present 400 privately-
funded Indian students studying
in British universities to a mere
one thousand over the next
15 months.

With furds increasingly hard
to come by in their owa coun-
tries, with the number of home
students seeking university
education not increasing, more
and more universities worldwide
are seeking paying students from
Asia and Africa. With India
liberalising, with banks offering
education loans and with a
25-30 million upper middle
class who could afford to send
their children to study abroad,
India has become a very at-
tractive market for these visiting
professorial salespersons.

The ‘Study In Britain’ team
was drawn from 15 universities,

NADBAS

—MUSINGS

DATIO

R&sidenliai guest house gvailable in Kilpauk
on daily basis. Spacioiis bungalow with
extensive open space (near Khushaldas
Gardens). Ideal for marriage or tour groups of
30 to 50 persons. All amenities available. (e.g.
telephone, colour TV, refrigerator, gas stove
etc.) Tel: 6412996, 6411436.

CATERING

hinese Food — Business Luncheon

Service deliverad 1o your office —
Hygienically prepared and packed in
disposable containers. Contact 10.00 a.m. to
1.30 p.m. Phone: 835531/834932.

HELP OFFERED

Do you need part-timers for haby-sitting, old
people-caring, travel companions, sales-
men? Contact K Rajeswari at Tel: 581827/
566553.

o

SITUATION VACANT

ne Receptionist-cum-Telephone Operator
and three Office Attendants required.

Apply within seven days with bio-data grd
safary expected to: M/s. Krishnaswamy
Associates (P) Ltd., 11, M.G. Roed, Shastri
Nagar, Madras 500 041.

SPANISH LANGUAGE

COURSES & TRANSLATION

Spanish is spoken officially in 20 countries
around the world and is definitely the
language of the future. At present Spanish is -
the second language worldwide. Millions and
millions of people speak Spanish. Spanisn

taught by

of

a native of the language. The Centre
panish studies also undertakes trans-

lations from Spanish into English and from

English into Spanish. REGIST

TIONS ARE

OPEN. Centre of Spanish Studies, 16 Second
Main Road, Kottur Gardens, Kotturpuram,
Madras 600 C85. Phone: 418925.

TRANSLATION

ranslation: Indian/Foreign Languages:

TTeI: 569451,

from Edinburgh to Canterbury,
and decided to start its all-India
tour from Madras because that’s
where the first British educa-
tional institutions were establi-
shed in India. They might not
have got to see Fort St George,
but the team found the Rani
Meyyammai Hall a regally

. spacious setting for their neat:

and functional, poster-decorated
and video-embellished booths.

The visitors claimed to be
bowled over by the over-2200
attendance on a rainy Sunday,
but whether it was the ‘‘inten-
sity or the seriousness of the
questioning from the students”,
which they claimed never to
have experienced before, or the
crowded booths and limited
time, or the repeated questions
about aid, The Man From
Madras Mu:ings found some of
the ‘sellers’ a bit on the brusque
and businesslike side — not the
best of ways to woo shy and
traditional young Indians, On
the other hand, the Education
Counselling Centre opened at the
British Council — with Sanjeev
Vijayakumar of Loyola helping
to inaugurate it a few days after
the Exhibition by sending out an
E-Mail message to the university
of his choice — is much more
user-friendly, MMM found, and
could well woo many more
students for Britzin.

The good & the bad

The good news about edu-
cation in Britain is that there's
now an intensive Master’s
course in most fields that finishes
in a year, with ten months of
study cr study-cum-field work.
Depending on the university's
location, part-time work per-
mission can be got for upto 20
hours a week. And many
affluent local Indiae families are
offering visiting Indian students
rather more aid than the uni-
versities. .

The bad news is that edu-
cation and stay for a year could
be, in rupee terms, around
Rs. 400,00 a year and, at best,
most bursaries, of the tuition-
waiver kind, would bring that
down by only 20 or 30 per cent.
It was also stated that even if
work permission were granted,
it would make coping with the
one-year Master's difficult. And
there was little chance of staying
on in Britain to work after comp-
letion of studies. Against those
odds, MMM feels, the US and
possibly even Australia might be
the more sought after promised
educational lands, leaving
Britain to the Southeast Asians.

But between and betwixt the
good and the bad news, MMM
was glad to hear the best news.
The idea of franchising is
seriously being thought of — and
many of Britain's 90-odd uni-

British Council Library, Madras
(Telephone: 8525002)

A Select List of Recent Additions

Author

ALVI, M

BIRD, P
BOLTON, W
BRADLEY, K
GLENDINNIG, C (ed)
IME

KELSEY, H
KIRKWOQOD, J
MILES, A
MORGAN, P
PEARCE, D
REES,. W G
RISEBERQ, B
SOUTHGATE, P
SPENCER, A
STEER, G
TAYLOR, G

FICTION
KEENAN, B

MCLEAN, D
ROBERTS, Y

Title

Prince

The country at my shoulder
Tame that phone
Mechanical science

Women and poverty in Britain in the 1930s
Waste: Handling, processing, and recycling
Instant guide: to Bridge

Sybase architecture and administration
Women, health and medicine

The art of Richard Hughes

The economic value of biodiverstiy

Physics by example

Modern architecture and design

Total branding by design

Morphalogical theory

Quick and easy chocolate

Lotus 1-2-3 release 4 for windows

An evil cradling
Bucket of tongues
Every woman deserves an adventure

versities are looking into the
possibility of tying up with
Indian universities, colleges and
institutions for specific courses,
with some period — especially in
‘the undergraduate and doctoral
courses — to be spent in the UK.
MMM was told that a couple of
such courses had already been
started in the North and this trip
might help to bring the South
into greater franchising focus.

200th Anniversary

The American Consulate-

' General decided to mark the
200th anniversary of American
representation in Madras with a
November-long celebration of
seminars, talks, concerts,
an exhibition and a formal
inauguration.

Scarcely 18 years after the
Declaration of Independence, the
United States sent out a Consul
to Calcutta. But the British re-

cognised Benjamin Joy only as a
commercial agent and a dis-
appointed Joy returned to Boston
a year later. During his stay in
India — where he'd been before
and with which he had carried
on a lucrative trade — he
appointed William Abbott
American agent in Madras, in-
forming the State Department of
the apointment on November
24, 1794.

It was to be long after Joy's
and Abbott's year representing
the US in eastern ports that con-
sulan representation became a
reality. But that did not stop
America carrying on a sub-
stantial trade with India — over
a million dollars in 1790! It was
a trade that had begun after the
exploratory visit of the United
States — which good ship
Governor Macartney of Madras
insisted on calling the Indepen-
dent States! — in 1784. The ship -
called at Danish Tranquebar,
French Pondicherry and British
Madras before reaching Calcutta
and returned home with the
‘good news that Indian and
British merchants were prepared
to continue offering America
cotton and spices, timber and
cordage and help with the China
trade in silks, tea and china.

Abbott, who arrived in India
in the early 1780s and probably
left around 1812, was agent, in
turn, for building contractor
Paul Beafield, the weekly
Madras Courier and Nawab
Wallajah of the Carnatic, before
becoming American agent and
Joy's personal one too. Later, in
business with Benjamin Roe-
buck and, then, Maitland and as
a friend of Thomas Parry he was
deeply involved in the matter of
Benfield's claims on the Nawab's
debts which landed the Carnatic
in British laps. Abbott, The Man
From Madras Musings learns,
was twice married in St Mary's
in the Fort — and the records
show it.

Seen askew...

he Man From Madras

Musings found the leading
silk merchants of the City
dominating the inauguration of
the bicentennial exhibition by
Governor Channa Reddy. Which
is perhaps as it should have
been, for their ancestors could
well have been the merchants
and weavers whose cottons and

SHORT "N’

silks had brought Western
traders to Coromandel shores.
But apart from all the draping of
shoulders with shawls they'd
brought, what struck MMM as
rather curious was the greater
importance paid to the unveiling
of the gold-embroidered green
silk drape that Governor Reddy
presented to the Consulate than
to the lighting of the lamp for the
inauguration of the exhibifion
and the start of the month-long
programme.

MMM knows little or nothing
about protocol, but it also struck
him as curious that the portraits
embroidered on the wall-high
drape were of President Clinton
and Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao. One is a head of state, the
other is not. Does protocol
permit their juxtaposition? No
doubt MMM will hear about that

~ one day, but is there any real

reason why the weavers of the
drape had to emblazen in type-

SNAPPY

bigger than even the comme-
moration type the fact that the
drape was presented by their
courtesy? When are we ever

going to stop being loud about

the things we should do as a
matter of routine or courtesy?
Incidentally, MMM found the

- Exhibition's title, ‘From Ice to

IBM: 200 years of Indo-
American Cooperation’’, as
eyecatching as it was intriguing.
Frederick Tudor started his ice
trade -~ shipping blocks of ice
from Foston to Calcutta — in
183% and the Tudor Ice
Company turned up in Madras
shortly after that, building Ice
House around 1842. As for
IBM, it’s been in India since the
1960s, if MMM remembers
aright.Andthat’s a lot less than
200 years. From ‘Cottons to

Coke' might have been a little

nearer the mark, thinks MMM,
wondering whether literary
licence overcame fact in the
choice of title,

... & heard aright

Considerably more interest-
ing than the low-key inaugu-
ration was the second seminar,
this one on ‘Democracy:
Challenges and Prospects’. Old
India-hand Ainslee Embree
(Indore Christian College, USIS
and Professor Emeritus of Indian
History, Columbia U) not only
made an eloguent presentation
on the subject here, but spoke on
a variety of other subjects during
the week he spent in Madras to
help focus greater attention on
the anniversary. But an even
more passionate presentation
was made by Prof G Haragopal
of Hyderabad University and the
Indian Civil Rights Movement.

The Man From Madras
Musings was quite surprised by
the number of eminent, scholar-
ly invitees who backed, one way
or the other, Haragopal's view
that the liberalised market forces
would not only bypass but also
ignore the majority in India>—
and this could lead to the greatest
danger to the Indian experiment
with democracy. MMM felt there
was not enough stress on this in.
Embree's discourse on the crises
democracy faces because of the
groups-versus-the majority situa-
tion in countries throughout the
world. He spoke of these groups
being driven by language, race,
religion, ethnicity and culture.
And someone else piiched in
with caste later on. But what

Have varsity seat, have you wherewithal?
, %

Embree did not mention — ang
which others mentioned only ig
passing, with reference to
-Haragopal's song — was what
MMM would describe as the
economically deprived groups,

Embree stressed the need for
greater education to preven
such crises and for greater
preaching of tolerance by
religions, but he did not stress as

 forcefully the need to improve.
the lot of those he called the

ecanomically marginalised. That
he appeared not to be paying as
great attention to this group
struck . MMM rather forcefully
when Embree described the St
Lankan situation and laid
emphasis on the ongoing ethnic
crisis, To MMM it appeared that
he had forgotten the two JVP
insurrections, where people with
the same language, of the same
race, religion, ethnicity and
culture rose against those in
power because the affluent an

the elite had forgotten the
economically deprived. Prof,

- Haragopal got that message

across somewhat more forcefully
and in it was once again a
warning against liberalisation as
it is now being rushed headlong
into. Some weeks ago, The Man
From Madras Musings had
written about the 300 million
and the 600 million; that
concern seemed to hang in the
air at the seminar {oo!

At an earlier seminar, where
Embree spoke on the new globa-
lisation, he referred to Indian
fears of American culture taking
over and of a possible loss of
sovereignty as the World Bank
strengthened its hold. .Both he
and chairman Sandy Cortez
Greig responded rather similarl
to these perceptions. Cortez
Greig pointed out that India had
survived various cultural influ-
eences brought in by invaders and
Embree added that 'even the
British had not been strong
enough to transform India.
India, he said, took what was
useful to it and discarded the
rest. And what it took was the
English language — and Cricket.
Why, he wondered, Cricket and
not Western Music?

Neither MMM nor anyone
else had an answer, but MMM
felt that India took rather more
than that — including a whole
set of Victorian values, the
dream of democracy and a more
broadbased, .almost socialist,
people-care programme, besides
political unification and opening
the country to science and
technology. But as Embree

said, despite all this, India has

retained its unique culture — a
culture recognisably Indian even

in a disco,

FOOTNOTES: A couple of

other ‘discoveries’ MMM made
during the course of the semi-
nars included the fact that the US

Consulate General's office that |

now graces Anna Salai was in-
spired by the old homes of
Chettinad and Thanjavur with
their central courtyards, to
discover which inspiration the
architect {ook ‘a long, slow
journey threughout the Southl

The second was that the old

wartime . UK-US ‘lend-lease’
agreement contributed consi-
derably to the growth of modern

Madras; the lorry chassis and:‘)

other barebones equipment for"
the war effort led to trading
companies like Simpson's,
Addison’s etc. becoming utility-
adding workshops that grew into
industries when War ended and
Independence arrived.)

(Also see p. 3) MMM
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And so there’ll |

till be
no Corporation!

T hough the short session of the Tamil
H \adu Assembly ended November
Ulh was another success for the Chief
Binister, the Government's casual
et ndonment of a chance lo make a
b diive slatement on municipal elec-
s was a disappoiniment lo the
Fople of Madras. They had expecled
E nething more than the routine pass-
ki of a bill extending by another year
2 lerm of office of the Special Officers
&1 the six Municipal Corporalions.
i In practical terms, il means that the
adras City Corporation, the oldest
Biic body outside Europe, will
bmplete a record quarter cenlury
ffilhout an elecled Mayor and
ouncillors. Judged from past expe-
Fonce, the elections will not be held
pexl year or the next also because, by
ben, general elections would be round
e comer. Meanwhile, complaints are

boion aboul the bureacratised City
oporation being insensitive to the
eople’s needs.

Local Administration Minister

bivaganapathi argued that for pre-
paration of electoral rolls and for the

pioper election arangements, a period
iio December 31, 1995 was neces-
ty. Denying Opposition altegations of

B icrvousness on the Government's par,

e accused the Opposition parties of

|

Binding in the way of elections in
2199(. Congress (I)'s Feler Alphonse
R nicred this, slating that provisional
wlation figures could have been
Bviand elections held. In any case,
$al was Government doing for a full
ar prior lo August 1994 when no
tificullies in delimitation of wards or
flectoral rolls existed? he asked. CPl's
Palaniswamy made the point that the
niing party had promised, in its election
manilesto, polls within six months of
roming o power. Chief Minister Jaya-
Liliha intervened to say that the

member was one who had opposed
polls when she had announced it. The

member retoried that she had clubbed
the by-elections with local body polls.

When Co-operatives Minister Patta-
bhiraman talked of action taken to
vacale the stay on elections io Co-
operative Socielies, Congress (I)'s
Gnanasekaran asked why the Govern-
ment had been inactive for two full
years. He contrasted this to the
Government's success in getting a stay
order on a Sunday on a particular issue.

Speaker Muthiah took pelite
exceplion to some members making
veiled reference to the Sunday stay
order, and said if the Government had
no! acted swifily, the name of Anna-
durai would have been dishonoured.
Whoever tried to insult Anna would
be reduced to ashes, he said. The bil
exlending the term of Special Officers
of Co-operalives was thereafter passed.

If the Opposition was aclive, the
Cabinet members were equally alive to*
not being caught napping. To Opposi-
tion leader S R Balasubramaniam’s
caution that the World Tamil Confe-
rence should not be converted into
promoting a parly's or individual’s
interest, Finance Minister Nedun-
chezhian replied that most of the
expenditure would be oni creation of

infrastructure that would be permanent

in Thanjavur and nearby areas.

Health Minister Muthuswamy
sought to nail the campaign that
Government had agreed to implement
50 per cent reservalion, and said the
campaigners seemed to be against the
69 per cent policy. Nor have they filied
the 62 per cent seals ordered o be
created by the apex court.

Evictions, walk-outs, shouting and
the little daily battles of power and
prestige weré all there through this shorl
session, but a pleasant surprise was the
Chief Minister intervening on one
occasion {o say that no project connect-
ed with the government should be
named after her. R.K.K.

 In brief
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* The Alpha to Omega Learning
Centre is a private teaching
institution for the Learning
Disabled. It was founded by a
trust set up by a couple with a
daughter with a Learning Dis-
ability. The Institution grew
from all that this mother learnt
at home and abroad to teach her
daughter. Today, the institution
not only teaches scores of other
children with all kinds of Learn-
ing Disabilities, but it also trains
teachers to teach bright students
who are slowed down by a

variety of ‘mental blocks’, That .

a small private trust like this
could organise a NATIONAL
conference with over 200 parti-
cipants from home and ABROAD
is achievement indeed. And
that's what The Alpha to Omega
Learning Centre run by the Sri
Krishna Trust did recently. An
indication of what it had
attempted and achieved was seen
by /MM at the inauguration at

@}ﬂle Russian - Cultural Centre

&

‘where the hall offered standing
room only. The highlight of that
inauguration was the keynote
address by Mrs C V S Mani,
whose story of what she'and her
late IAS husband went through
with their son, before he become

a computer whiz and a senior

finance management man in a

large Madras group, she moving-
ly told and offered hope to every .
parent in the audience.

% India's hopes of having a pre-
sence in the American Congress
went with the Republican sweep
of both Houses. Thomas Mathew,
whose parents had once had long
connections with education in
North Madras, was defeated, The
Man From Madras Musings is sad
to report. Christian Mathew
would, it seem, have been inade-
quate to stem born again Christ-
ianity, an eagerness to put the
brakes on the present immig-
ration policy and the fear of the
implied socialism in the
Clintons' medicare and other
policies. And so India will have
to wait a whilebefore anIndian-
American gets into the House.

% Fast-breeding Tilapia, a fish
from Africa that is a' voracious
feeder, is being experimented
with by a suburban Madras firm
for pollution control purposes.
But environmentalists, who
recall the ecological disaster that
struck Africa in the Sixties as-a
result of the fast-breeding
Tilapia, warn that if the fish
escape from the experiment site
and enter the open water system,
other freshwater fish will be
doomed, deprived as they would
be of food. Already there are’
reports of the Tilapia holding
sway in the Vaigai, Amaravathi

and Malampuzha reservoirs. MMM]

Which is the friangular playground,
which are the surrounding roads at C-Block
Anna Nagar East? This ugly mess is what
remained when the waler subsided after the
whole area became a 3-lool deep lake
during the recent storm. With the triangle
filing up after the least rains, life is a misery
for the residents on the three surrounding

roads.

Island in Anna Nagar

I am shocked to find that, when the city
is being spruced up as part of the
Chief Minister's grand vision of
*Madras-2000", one part, and that foo a
very early part of a huge township that
commemorates the: name and fame of a
dearly loved leader of Tamil Nadu, should
be left.so completely neglected for a period
of 27 years!! | moved into Aringnar Anna
Nagar in 1967 and conditions now in my
area are as primitive as they were then!

We face a peculiar problem: We cannot
sel forth from our marooned island ('C’
Block, Anna Nagar East, just behind Selva-
rangam Nursing Home) during any rain
except in boats (we have not yet resorted
{o this last step). We are unable to report
{o work at such times and retumning home
late in the evening is risky.

The problem is caused by a triangular-
shaped playground (as the empty strelch of
land is intended to bel) skirted by three
roads, on one of which | live. When there-
is even a moderate shower, the playground,
on a higher level, firs! gets covered with
water and, soon, the three roads on a lower
level are fully submerged under water. At

- lhe time of writing, the waler level is nearly

three feet and in some parts even more.
There is no proper drainage. so any hope
that when the heavy monsoon takes a
reather for an hour or so, the water level

will come down, is futile. We wait for the -

draining to take place over a period of
months!

‘There is no compound wall around the
so-called playground — a fence of many
years came crashing down a long tiine ago.
Some atiempt has been made to put up
something which we assume will become
a wall in due course! Meanwhile, the ground
is used for all purpases except healthy sports!!
Standards of hygiene and sanitation are

" totally lacking in this area which is an

excellent breeding ground for mosquitoes,
among other disease carriers.

As for the roads, they are not what one
normally understands them to be. They have
never been properly laid, they are nothing
more than narrow pathways with half-an-
inch of tar to cover them, there are no
pavements on either side and this space is
used by man, beast {of which there is a wide
and dirty variety) and vehicle.

Qur fellow citizens Lhink that everything

"~ in Anna Nagar is par excellence as it boasts
several of the top brass of the city, many.

of them IAS officers. | wonder if we in
‘C-Block” have been deprived of even the

~ basic demands that we have a right to make

of the Corporation of this city merely because

our residents’ list does not boast of such a
luminary!

Shanthakumari Rajan

" Block C-36

Anna Nagar East

Madras 600 102.
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Shame Chepauk

As an ardent fan of cricket and an umpire
of the Tamil Nadu Cricket Association,
I feel from my heart for the happenings on
a crickel field and that too 2t Chepauk, the
Lord's of Indian grounds. Shame, Shame,
Chepauk!..

Winning and losing are part and parce!
of the game. However. in India it is taken
as a prestige issue. Look at the win at
Chepauk. From a distance, it will appear as
a four wicke! win from India. But you go
deep inlo the facts, the victory belongs o
all sorts of vagaries on the ground.

The treatment meled oul lo overseas
players is goingfrombadio worse. Bricks were
thrown at Winston Davis in the 80s and
now stones were pelled at Chanderpaul
when victory was in sight.

To add salt to the wounds, the umpir-
ing standards in India are awful. As for the
third umpire, we need one more umpire {o
check the third umpire’s decisions! Brian

Lara was declared out LBW when going
well for the West Indies. A Vivian Richards
would have broken the glass windows in
the pavilion for the poor decision. Anderson
Cummins hit two fours and one over was
left. The third umpire did his Index Finger
Trick. Why was Kumble not given out even
when the end was in sight? Bad light was
used lo our advantage at Bombay. Is vidory
the only goal? If it is, il seems possible only
in home-made conditions. I pity Indian
cricket. ~

C.K. Subramaniam
158 West Sambandam Road
R S Puram, Coimbatore 641 002.

My sister

here's a emror in the interview with me

(MM. Oci. 16). My mother has been

called Mrs Meena. Her name is Kanakam.
Meena is my sister.

Sudha Shah

Anna Nagar

Madras 600 040.

Editor's Note: We regret the error.

_———
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The Great Gambler

xactly ten years ago, when his father Vittal Mallya died, VIJAY
MALLYA, then twenty-nine, was pushed headlong into taking charge

of a rupees two bundred and {ifty crore group whose main business
was liquor. Unlike his father, who consistently maintained a low-key
profile, Vijay is all front-page bluster and anything he does is considered
newsworthy; whether it is a race-track feat of one of his prized horses,

his

passion for vintage cars or a genuine business breakthrough.
Vijay spent most of the Lighties on a diversification binge into

unfamiliar territories like fertilisers, electronics and engineering, which

got
sev

the group leveraged to the hill and, eventually, in the throes of a
ere cash crunch. In the liberalised Nineties, when liquor is no longer

considered a bad thing, Vijay is graduallv divesting and zooming in on

the

business he knows best — booze.
His conspicuous lifestyle has earned him as many detractors as

friends. As he jets around in his personal Gulfstream between Bangalore,

uB

's domestic headquarters, and Dubai, head office of his international

operations, Mallya is one of the handful of Indian businessmen with

an

international game-plan and presence. He owns Berger-Jenson and

Nicholson and has recently bought into an English brewery. ‘Happy
hours’ in his peripatetic existence are those he spends at his stud farm
in Kunigal near Bangalore.

e on DHIR e e NAAZHEEN RARMALT - Feome THE HIT PARADE

Goorre iv ’ e iR -
Svimbole of Indimn Indusers . Published by Banvan Books, New Dedhn)

he Finance Ministry's recent anno-

uncement of a new set of regu-
lations for acquisition of compguies is
another step in the ongoing reform
process. Besides providing for greater
fransparency, the regulations also
empower SEBI 1o regulate take-overs,
SEBI can issue directives or initiale
criminal prosecution under Sec. 24 of
the SEBI Act. The Centre expects the
latest set of norms o promote the
orderly functioning of the stock market
and o foster the protection of the
investors.

The regulations provide trigger-
points for disclosure. Any acquirer
holding more than five per cent of the
shares in a company musl disclose his
aggregate holding to both the company
and the Exchanges where the company
is listed. Those with more than ten
per cenl have lo make half-yearly
disclosures to the stock exchanges. Such
disclosures are expected to ensure
grealer lransparency in share acquisition
and revea! the possibility of a change
in management.

The norms have dealt with three
sets of lakeovers, categorising them as
negotialed. open market and bail-oul
takeovers. Apart from providing trigger

points for each calegory, the regulations
also insist, in the first two cases, that
anybody acquiring len per cent mus!
announce publicly that he will acquire
another twenty per cenl. The minimum
price he has lo pay has also been
stipulated in both cases.

Takeovers, in general, have the
salutary effect of restricting the
incumbent management from playing
fast and loose with the stockholder’s
money. Therelore, the new regulations,
which emphasise transparency in this

reqard and empower SEBI, aré a
welcome move. But while slating that
an acquirer must add anolher twenty
per cent to his holdings, it has ignored
the position of a genuine investor who
has bought his stake in open market
operations. Also ignored are Leveraged
Buy-outs, when the incumbent
management is the acquirer. Conditions
which constilute hoslile lakeovers have
also not been specified.

These regulations have o be by j =
on wilh further definitions, T

alcaﬁve-m(c]eniict;edh faclolrs h[_a V[(.'? '0 3y Madras Musings of November |
addressed and the role ol a0 2 number of photographs

institutions, which have decisive sig} 4ing how lhe sea is dangerously

in a largel company, slaled in s e the coast line and even the
uncerlain terms. With the Cenpylff’ r(s)ad o Ennore, north of Madras
@, intenti - o gin ’ .
v e o ot (£ onir vy e
Lkl - faed fo attack | is strelch of coasl
Iﬁglli;fssgﬁa]?éfét \‘;}IC};E;@ ";r:f“ 2 which it had previously ignored.
¢ an e :
: : KTum lo any engraving or waler
operalions and protect the inve -
gl)licl f‘[’]lsmnwhirl)eO;ur relj)rlr?i‘t i of the Fort in the 18th Century,
e ' CiR ) will be clear that in those days

lions for this fortnight are: o2 was within a few meters of the

Sree Rayalaseema Alkalizs (Y s walls.

Rs 53.75): This company is the i filaterest in his phenomenon was
India to manufacture Caustic Scda Jved by the beaching. during the
deploying bipolar membrane techn: oy &ni cvelone, of yet anolher large
method which consumes 30 per «otif& v vessel, the m.v. Sagar, which

power than the lraditional merce:y (8 1 ashore lightship’ e, wilh

process. It expanded iis capacity by 008 : : h
0 Rlargo of ballast aboard) just nort
tpa to 51,416 tpa and the new capa-iv: s harbour. This writer old the

contribute  from 1994-95 onwy s s th
A Rs 460 cr diversilication project sk, soon afterwards that unless the

involves aquaculture, methanol, bl 2 was hauled off into deep waler
methane, steel and PVC is alsc Lefiin o+ day or two it would be loo
planried. This is expected (o be fnar ¢, since sand would build up areund
private placement or an Euroissue. [l iut as it did with the old Stamalis,
|994-95. we estimaie a turnover o K5° ?E{h WS blO\\’ﬂ ashofe in [}1@ Cyclone
crand a PAT of Rs 11 cr. whicl vilft1907 - permanently binding her
an EPS of Rs 5.60. The share is expa oo
(Continued on P Byt what connection could this
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Our OLD and NEW this fortnight are again something out of the ordinary. They are both taken from
book, The town... the house...their spirit, by Robert Dulau that has been published by the Institur Francais

kibly have with the recession of the
& rom Fort St. George? Simply tha
i happened to the Stamatis, what

mobably now happening to the
Br, happened long ago to the Fort,
nediately north of the Tort, a
bour or port was built, jutling out
ythe sea There is an almost per-
sl northerly current running along
Coromandel Coast, a powerful
an that moves with it millions of
sof sand. When that vast move-
1ol oceanic water is impeded by
hential obstacle, the sand falls to
fottom, adding to the shoreline.
fias harbour conlinued to expand
he vears went by, providing such
obstacle to that current and causing
uch sand to be deposiled. that the
has ten pushed back froms the Ford
wher it is loday, providing new land
icient 10 support substantial rows of
lowrs and additional harbour facili-
L where once the breakers crashed.
The ultimate fate of the Stamatis
“Mhvide: additional evidence of these
anic dynamics. As my  piclure
w3, a peninsula of sand built up lo

AU

Pondichéry. The OLD shows Rue Moniorsier in the ville noire (Black Town) and the architect-author asks 7§
10 note ‘‘the series of traditional Tamil houses with their Linnais open (0 :

THE
ORD...

the street’’. The NEW is of a street in the ville blanche (3 hite Town), Rue & g.ﬁ B
Bazar St Laurent, with the sea in the background. These and the scores.” "™ —
of other pictures in the volume are by Anup Dave.
But while Dudu’s book is a pleasure to peruse, rich as it is in pictures,
maps and line illustrations, Pondicherry still awaits a book that will narrate its romance, history and heri:
Dulaw’s eloquence, available in French, English and Tamil editions from the Institut, is reserved for town-planmn i
street formations and house construction, all preoccupations of the professional architect no matier that, i (h
instance, he has had for vears a passionate love affair with Pondicherry.

RS RAGHAVAN'S pictures show the
rin the shallows off the Tiruvollriyur

Ak o RN,
RN i

$ R ST S0
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he two dramalic pholographs above

show the author photographing the Stamatis
as she was actually coming ashore in the
tecth of the 1967 cyclone. The poor quality

the wreck within a month or two, so

that people could walk oul o her
withou! so much as getting their [eet
wel. But when the vessel was ulti-
malely broken up, and its obstacle to
the inexorable oceanic currenl re-
moved, ihe peninsula of sand quickly
vanished too, and the shoreline was
-estored 1o the original boundary.
where it is today. Similarly, if Madras
Harbour were suddenly to vanish, Fort
St. George would rapidly find itsell
within a few meters of the surf, as it
used 0 be. Indeed, if we are to believe
scientists who gloomily predict a rise
of the world ocean levels by twe or
three meters due {o global warming, it
almost certainly will disappear, along
with much of coastal Tamil Nadu. not
lo mention the Lakshwadeep and the
Maldive islands, none of which are
more than three melers above sea level.

But our sand-dropping scenario
does not end there. Major occanic
dynamics cannot so easily be denicd
by the puny works of Mankind. When

that mighty movement of water meels -

the outer harbour walls, it does not stop
abruptly and permanently. It slows

AN
coasl after |

were {aken Iwo weeks affer the cydone that

A LR e &

of the p

accompanying colleague) is “due o heavy
rain, lashing scawafer and sand blasting the
camnera lens”, wriles the author. Of his

down considerably, and thal is when

it deposits so much sand. but its patient,
dedicated movement is also deflected
seawards, where it meeis and is
deflected back again by the major,
parent part of it, which has been there,
still moving slowly northwards, all the
time. But now this new twist in its
unyielding course is lumned savagely
landwards, as though vengeful of
Man's frivial interlerence, and attacks
the northerly coast as though 1o take
back what it has lost to us. Hence last
month’s picture of that beautifut little
temiple, now fumbled into the sur. and
the administraiion’s pathetic cfforts to
halt further maritime revenge by rows
of massive lelrapods and giant concrele
pipes -- meant o carry water, not o
halt it.

Thase of us who, like this writer,
have grown up with and alongside the
sea, and olten upon it, quickly leam
to respect the might of our planet’s
oceans. and know the unimaginable
power of ils vengeance against those
who seek to deprive it of ils own.

Harry Miller

P
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just missed Madras, b
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ut was still powerful  fate of the Slamatis aw
enoush to drive the Sagar ashore. Dees the it be saved?

TAPE I G A AT

| picture below, left, he says: “"The Stamatis

wen! aground on sand several hundred
melres from the water's cdge, yel, as the
picture shows, a peninsuler of sand had buil

up within weeks,

IR LI

walk right out to her on dry land.
M. SETHURAMAN's picture helow:, right,
shows the Stamatis in the shallows
immediately after the 1967 storm.
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Ships being grounded on the
coast of Madras are not rare
eveals if you consider an average
of one grounding per decade.

The first ship I remember
being grounded was opposite
Royapuram Railway terminus. It
was the Clan Morrison, a cargo
steamer, way back in 19373 or
'34. At that time, there was no
ore loading quay there. From the
road you could just step into the
sea. A barrier of granite boulders
prevented the sea from reaching
the road. But, during stormy
weather, the angry waves some-
times washed the road that
skirted the sea and prevented
road traffic.

The Clan Morrison was
reclaimed and was in service
until World War i when it was
sunk by Japanese naval action.

In November 1960, a Greek
ship the s.s Stamatis got stuck off
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\Ships ashore!
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Marina beach, opposite Senate
House.

As the ship had lodged in a
popular spot on the beach, sepa-
rated from Jand only by about a
hundred metres of sea, people
thronged to see the spectacle.

As the ship had sunk very
deep, the idea of refloating it was
abandoned. Some entrepreneurs
toyed with the novel idea of
running a restaurant aboard.
When it was pointed out that
keeping a grounded vessel ship-
shape was much costlier than a
floating one, the idea was given
up.

The Stamatis stood there in
a sorry state for many years,
until it was sold as junk. The
wreckers came and dismantled
all the superstructures, to be sold
as scrap. Parts of the bull which
could not be extricated were left
to rot in the sea.

My picture, taken on
14.1.67 at about 3 p.m. in
bright sunlight, shows the
Stamatis as il lay embedded in
the sand off Marina beach. The
spectators emphasise the size of
the ship and the vastness of the
ocean.

M. Sethuraman

Editor's Note: Lven more interesting
than Mr Sethuraman’s piclure is the
original studio cachet he sent the
negative in. The price for developing
and printing a 120 size roll () was
noted as 60 paise!

AMERICAN CENTER LIBRARY
Gemini Circle, Mount Road, Madras 600 006. Tel: 8273040.

NOTABLE BOOKS OF THE MONTH

ADRAS

- MUSINGS-

Aidridge, John W.
Classics & Caontemporaries.
University of Missouri Press. ¢1992. {(810.9 ALD)

Edward, Richard
Rights at Work: Employment Relations in the Post-Union Era.
The Brookings Institution. c1993. (331.011 EDW) '

Frederick, Howard H.
Global Communication & International Relations.
Wadsworth Publishing Company. ¢1993. {327.17 FRE)

Global Accord: Environmental Challenges and International Responses.

Edited by Nazli Choucri
The MIT Press, c1993. {363.70526 GLO)

Hiltz, Starr Roxanne
The Network Nation: Human Communication via Computer.
The MIT Press, c1993. (004.6 HIL)

How to Run a Small Business. (Seventh edition)
J.K. Lasser institute.
McGraw-Hitl, Inc., c1994. (656.022 HOW)

Morgan, Gareth
imaginization: The Art of Creative Management.
SAGE Publications, c1993. (658 MOR)

Segal, Howard P.
Future imperfect: The Mixed Blessings of Technology in America.
The University of Massachuselts Press, c1994. (303.483 SEG)

THANJAVUR PAINTING classes starts at
“PARAMPARA", No. 38, Kasturi fanga
Road, Madras 600 018 on Fridays from
December 2, '94. Contact 4991516.

ACCOMMODATION

oty, Sterling Resorts, Super Deluxe

Cottage Available for 7 Days from
25.12.1894 t0 31.12.1994. Capacity 6 Adults.
Phone: 6411436 (Madras).
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100 years old.

This series is on Madras schools that are part
of the City’s heritage. These are not necessarily
the better-known or more successful schools of
today. These are the schools that helped the city
to grow. Each of the schools featured is over

he Hindu Higher Secondary School,

Triplicane, dales back to the time
of the East India Company. It has, lor
long, been a centre of culture and
learning and a pioneer in cooperation
and social work.

The school was started by the
residents of the locality in 1852 as the
Dravida Patasala for Tamil boys and
the Hindu Andhra Balura Patasala for
Telugy boys. Both schools were

- managed separately. The Tamil school
strength was initially 18 boys and il
offered subjects like Kural Naidatham,
Nanool, Kandigai and Nigandoo.
English was tauzht only to whoever
desired it. The students were promoted
on the basis ol annual examinations
conducted by oulside examiners
appointed by the School Committee.

The commiltees of management
comprised of members who subscribed
every month. Defaulting members were
senl ‘gentle’ rerninders and, if they
continued to be in due, were removed
from the Commitiee. The Committee
selected the best tzachers, but could not
pay them adequately because of iis
poor income!

The Tamil school got financial help
from the Govemment and from the
Pachaiyappa’s charities. With both
schools functioning well and publit
inlerest in them considerable, they were
amalgamated in 1858 as the Triplicane
Andhra Dravida Balura Patasala. In
1864, the Balika Patasala was opened
for girls.

By the end of 1868, all was not
well with the schools. Their strengths
had fallen and the teachers had not
been paid. At this stage, M A Singara-
chariar joined the schools’ commitiee.
He discharged all the liabiiities of the
schools out of his own pocket and was
reimbursed subsequently only when
funds permitted. This kept the schools
going and the untiring efforts therealter
of Singrachariar, who was member
secrelary for 38 years, enabled a firsl
class high school to be developed.

In keeping with the requirements of
the time, the school began improving
its instruction in English. In 1870,
Malriculation classes were starled. And
on a suggestion by the Director of

Public Instruction, the school’s narne
was changed to Triplicane Anglo-
Vemacular High School. Even today,
old stalwarts refer to the school by this
name.

From the beginning, the Tamil
school was located in Big Street, Tripli-
cane, in renled premises. In 1376,
there was insufficient accommodation,
and the primary depariment had lo be
shifted to another renied building.
About this time, the management of the
school was handed over lo the Maha-
raja of Vizianagaram and he managed

got started

Y e

The main school building of Hindu Triplicane.

The Hindu Iriphcane s buicing across the street Irom the main building.

it till his death. After his death, the
school was managed by a few public-
spirited persons inTriplicane who kept

Everv Sth barrel
of petroleum
in the country comes [rom
India's largest integrated
petroleum refinery.

In the service of the nation for 25 years
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the school going with the help of
donations. Eventually, it was laken
over by the Government and deve-
loped into a higher secondary and a
training school of the Lady Willingdon
Training College, Triplicane.

The school had to compele, at great
disadvantage, with the high school of
Presidency College. The school tumed
the comer only when the high school
depariment was abolished at Presi-
dency. Despite all its financial problems,
one encouragement was that students

from the school got into Presidency
College with ease.

To find a solution to the accommo-
dation problem, adjoining siles were
bought and a government grani was
sanctioned to erect a new building. This
red building, of striking architecture,
was opened in 1897 by the then
Govemnor of Madras, Sir Arthur

Havelock, and is still a fandmark in the_

area. The name of the school was also
changed to Hindu High School. When
the school was upgraded as a higher
seconuary school in 1978, it simul-
taneously celebrated its 125ta year.
Today, the school offers education in
English, Tamil and Telugu.

Big Street, Triplicane, is a densely
populated area of commercial establish-
ments. And, midst them, are the
school's buildings, situated on both,
sides of Big Streel. The present strength
of the school is about 2800 and there
are about 95 teachers. The present
Headmaster, S K Seshan, is an old
student of the schoal, like a few other
teachers. The school’s academic perfor-
‘mance has been good. So has been its
sports record, particularly in cricket and
swimming. '

The school has produced a host of
luminaries in several fields, but il is
particularly proud of the dislinction of
having helped to produce a Nobel
Laureate. Dr S. Chandrasekhar was a
student of the school from 1921 to
1925, _

The school is loday managed by
the Hindu Educational Organisation,

Triplicane. 1t avails Government aid

and meels exira expenditure from its
own funds. And strives lo live by its
motto, 'Service lo Humanity'.

Text and Pholographs by
RAJIND N CHRISTY

mADRAS MUSINGS

| Ramesh, a 16-year-old Plus One
Kludent of 3ankara Vidyalaya,
: Lchery, has won the first prize in
. i iemational design idea compelition.
(Quizmaster V.V. RAMAN Jing  suggestions for the home

questions are from the forlill ;i ment of the fulure. His prize

November 1-15) { won in the Junior category of

. Who is the new Formula | njRad’, the compelition organised by

racing champion of the world? [y International. His design is called

2. Which six Indian airlines were fllo Minerva — 3-in-1 3-D image
‘scheduled status' by the Civil Av:ftor’.

Minisiry on November isi?  MThe compelition is conducted to get

3. ‘Sensei’ laid down his arms afs Rbes! ideas for domestic entertain-

years of service lo 1“‘!{3 on Novg hi from the best minds all over the

2nid. Who is ‘Sensei? Eld. The ideas must be based on

4. Name the Tamil daily which supy s lechnology. Fortyfour countries

the freedom movement in a bis B o in this year's compelition in

and which was relaunched 8 wo categories, Junior and Open

i/ 9 ' ! ' ;

, November 3rd? Miniries were first shortlisted and

5. Aller whom, as a mark of honou g - 4:1-10¢ were selected from the

the famous Globe Theatre in Lond Of ihese. more than 300 were from

West End been renamed? - : X
;. First, national level winners for

6. In a unique incident, a daughiof™ ' .
President, appoinied her mohb calegories were chosen and from

Prime Minister. In which counls "““O“al ‘bests” the international
7. Which famous industrialisl re grers \.vere nam(?d. Ran}esh topped

ook over as the chairman of Ap{J national and intenational levels.

and Indian Airlines? ik the national first prize was a 14"
S, Where in Tamil Nadu is Sout, JUr television sel, the international

Southeasl Asia’s lallest TV e won him $ 6,000, a trophy and

coming up? ficaies, all presenled to him in
9. What does the ‘Pilot Project Schifhbay.

launched by the Madras HC dealff Ramesh's "Holo  Minerva’ can

10. What serious faux pas did the re:gvert traditional 2D images from
BBC's Ceefax lzlevised infomn:{lkens and monitors into true-to-life
service commit on November |1l images. A cylindrical dome-shaped
which il had to apologise natior:losraphic image creator with

11. Hell’s Angels, a British TV docc{ilisicated laser oplics is used for this.
tary, accuses a prominent Ind:@lle image crealor has other
association with right-wing dicta:Slliciions loo. When connecled to
fraudulent businessmen and has Sl puer, it can be used for various

purposes such as designing, engineering
and cartography. '
By adding the third dimension, it
makes video and compuler games more
challenging and interesting. It can also
be atlached 1o a television se! to make
the pictures realistic. And it can be

atlached to a video telephone so that
speakers at both ends can see each
other and have the feel of a real
conversation. -

This 3-in-1 3-D image crealor with
multiapplications is entirely the product
of Ramesh's reading in his school
library. ‘
Ramesh, his_parents told Madras
Musings, has had a special interes! in
drawing from his K.G. days. His class
teacher at the time, who noticed his
inlerest, urged his mother to allow him
lo pursue his lalent and also provide
the necessary materials, like crayons
and pencils. And his parents have
followed that advice ever since.

Ramesh spoke of how he has
always been fascinated by different

kinds of designs and how he ustd to

try them out whenever he had the time.

As his mother says, and he smilingly

agrees, he used to spend more lime on
drawing than on anylhing else.
Drawing not merely technical designs.
but anything than could be represented
visually was, and still is, a favourite
activity of his.

12. Name the Kannada literary giaif
was the first Kannada litlerateu

quite a debate. Who is this Inif
 The Missing Act

the Jnanapith Award and who Jl E’qe been reading all those
away recently? | reviews that have lavished
13. Toseek a 15-year moratoriumc{@lf fulsorae praise on what can
cutting of which species of ireestffil  best be described as ‘a variety
Stale was a bill passed in e jll entertainment’ by the British

team, The Kosh. My own
view of the hour-long show
was, **Gosh, what Bosh, what
Tosh!". Far removed from
the fun and gaiety of the
traditional British music hall
performance, it not only
seemed abruptly abbreviated
to me amongst many others,
but it also often left many of
us uninitiated wondering
what it was all about and
trying to decide when to clap,
when to boo and when to

peep!

Nadu Legislative Assembly i
November 8th? ?

14. Who are the new national lawn @l
singles champions?

15. Who is going lo sporsor the cilg
World Cup to be held in I
Pakislan and Sri Lanka in 19%

16. Who became he oldest heavy v
champion of the world at the &
45 by regaining the itle he lostr
than twenty years ago to Muham
Ali?

17. According to conlirmed diagnoss§
former US President. Ronald Re:

But a bigger mystery was
what happened to the “‘act”
picturised above , which is
what highlighted ALL the
publicity about the show
everywhere in India. How
come it went missing in
Madras? Now if this had been

commercial advertising...

S.M.

is suffering from W2

Alnternational design prize
 for Madras schoolboy

As for this particular contest, he did
not even know of ils existence till he
came across a newspaper ad. He

“walked into a Sony outlel, got the

application form and translated the idea
he had in mind (through his study of
holographics over a periad of time) in
just two days. Though he did not have
anyone assisling him, he showed his
idea lo a few of his friends, one of
whom predicted that he would surely
win some prize. The international first
prize was, of course, a real surprise.
This, howeverwasnotall luck. There
had been previous signs of talent. A
project that demonstrated how an
energy platform in the ocean could
harness nonconventional energy
sources from the sea had been shown
by Ramesh and a friend at a science
exhibition in the Birla Planetarium last*
year and had won a consolation prize.

Fven though his innovative
designing has brought him this far,
Ramesh considers it only a hobby, for
he plans to lollow higher studies in
biotechnology. In fact, he wanis to
utilise his prize money for his studies.
But why doesn't he want lo specialise
in designing? “Basically, ! like Biology
much more”, says Ramesh. “And since

-1 have a lot of interest in biotechnology,

| wanl to do that too. | can always
pursue designing whenever | want to.
t's always there, anyway”. An ideal
balarice, it. would seem, especially as
he makes sure his hobby and his studies
do not clash. Whatever reference he
does for designing is confined to library
hours alone and any further work to
weekends Buthedoes admil he spends
more lime on designing and that he is
‘only- an average student’ in school.
Nevertheless, hehas his priorities right.

As for his family, the
Unnikrishnans,, what they have offered
him is constant support and
encouragement fo the extent of letting
him do whatever he wants, whenever

he -wants. His father works in the .

Amrulanjan factory and his mother is
a housewife. He has a collegegoing

 sister and a schoolgoing brother. His

achievement is a family first.
Incidentally, the second prize in the
junior calegory has also be won by an
Indian — a boy from Bangalore — and
the second place in the Open category
has also been bagged by an Indian. But
Madras has the gold medallist.

7 o
Nk v

tal work will

y holograms. -
{Photograph by S ANWAR)

What grows

best here?

Whal's the flora that grows. best in
Madras and in the surrounding
areas of Chengalpattu District? 1 sought
the answers at O T Ravindran’s recent
exhibition, ‘Flora Madras’, and"bel-
ween the covers of the revised version
of botanist P V Mayuranathan's Flora
of Madras City and iis Immediale
Neighbourhood, released on the
occasion of the exhibition.

In the wet tropical moderate bio-
climate of the Madras area, the char-
acteristic flora is the thomy scrub jungle
seen in Guindy and Tambaram.
Madras seems lo have been a marshy
place, says Ravindran referring fo old
paintings of the area. The trees which
thrived in these conditions were wild
dale, tamiarind, neem and pungham.

Many of the trees that grow in
Madras loday were introduced by the
British or are [rom foreign soil,

according to Ravindran. Those that do -

well here are the ‘state tree’ — the

~palmyra — the rainiree, banyan,

Arjuna, Asokz and Pessian lilac: Teak,
lowever, is nol suited to Madras,
Ravindran says.

Neither are cacli, he adds; the
humidity does not favour them. On the
other hand, hibiscus, naughty boys,
acalyphas and lantanas bloom well.
And brinjals. ladies” fingers, most types
of keerai, drumstick and asparagus can
be cullivaled with success.

The mango finds in Madras
weather a friend, but not all varieties
thrive, cautions Ravindran. The.
Rumani, however, [llourishes in
Madras, he says. _

Medicinal herbs, like aakashavali,
employed for curing eye problems, and
the red and black bead pillayarkannu,
which is a good remedy for the
common cold, flourish in Madras. And
crops of economic imporiance, like rice,
ragi and groundnut, can be easily raised
— if you have the space!

None of those planis are unique to
the city and its surrounds alone, poinls
out Ravindran. But they will flourish
in Madras's climate — and he hopes
that such exhibitions as his will kindle
enough inferest to get people to nurlure
more of this flora in Madras.

L.N.

18. Why was the godman Sl December 4th: Reflections, an
Premananda of Pudukkotiai in txfaugural exhibition featuring the works
of a controversy recently?  [ileading artists in Madras. At the new

19. What unique distinction does the [l Sallery, The Easel, Kaveri Complex,
library in Madras hold? 68 104 Nungambakkam High Road.

90. Who was voled ‘Player of the Sikember: ‘Artist of the Month’ —
in the recenlly concluded @ Anwar, a diploma holder in photo-
triangular crickel series? kaply from Loyola Institute of Visual
Lommunication, who is now a freelance

olo-journalist specialising in dance and

(Answers on P. 8)

{Coniinued from P4)

to quote al around Rs 85 then. Buy with
a stop loss al Rs 45, '

Deccan Granites (CMP: Rs 51.00):
This Hyderabad-based company has been
promoted by Sri Utham Kumar and
associates as a 100 per cent EQU for the
manulfacture of polished. granite building
panels and tiles. It expors o the US,
Canada, Germany, Japan, Hong Kong elc.
The company compleled its expansion plan,
which increased its capacity to 1,38,000
sq m/a from 34,390 sq mfa, in January
1994. For the half year ended September

Regulating takeovers|

1994, it reporied a 120 per cent increase
in sales al Rs 10.50 cr over the previous
year. Also, its net profil more than doubled.
We estimate an EPS of Rs 6 for 1994-95.

. The curent market price discounts the

expected EPS only 8.60 times. A price of
Rs 80 is likely by the 1994-95 results.

T.V.S. Electronics (CMP: Rs 70.00):
This computer peripherals manufacturer has
announced good resuls for the year ending
May 1994..11 is now planning lo issue 32
takh FCDs of Rs 60 each on préferential
basis, aggregaling’ Rs 19.20 cr lo the
promoter company (Sundaram Clayton).

The FCDs will be converted into one share

al Rs 50 premium at the end of 18 months

.an EPS of Rs 5.00 lor 1994-95 on

Erae photography. (Max Mueller
Phavan). ,
ember 4: Christmas Concerl by
Polyphonics, The Juniors and the Sub-
nors conducted by Gita Menon.
Lhrisimas carols interspersed with instru-
ental solos by young Madras talent.
600 p.m. at Max Mueller Bhavan
brary.) '
ember 8: Lecture on ‘The Pursuil of
lappiness and the Identity of the Self in
itian  Thought' by Prof. Wilhelm
albfass, University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia. (7.00 p.m. al Max Mueller
Bhavan.)

ember 9: Lecture on “The Queslion
pl Being in Indian Philosophy’ by Prof.
Vilelm Halbfass, University of Pennsyl-
frania, Philadelphia. (3.00 p.m. at Satya
fllayam Research Centre, 81, Lattice
Pridse Road, Thiruvanmiyur))

Ur Wilhelm Halbfass has been Professor

! .

from the-date of alloiment. Such shares
have a lock-in period of five yeas.
interest on FCDs till conversion wij§
14 per cent . TVSE would issue &
shares to the inlerest portion as well
proceeds would be used to retire TV}
high cosl debt. For 1993-94, the com
paid an interest of Rs 5.08 cr. We s

equity of Rs 14.30 cr. This supporis 2
of Rs 100. Technically, the share apf
to be poised to cross the previous resifi
al Rs 67.50. Buy with a stop I
Rs. 52.50

K. Gopalakrishs

I

lary
of Indian Philosophy at tae Depariments
of Oriental Studies and South Asia
Regional Studies at the University of
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, since 1982.
He was educated in Germany and has
written several .books and Monographs
on Indian philosophy. ~

December 15-17: Seminarcum-Exhi-
biton: ‘Use of Solar Energy: Latest Tech-
nologies from Genmany and India’.
Topics: 1st day, Photovoliaics; 2nd day,
Solar Thermals; and 3rd day: Newly
devised solar appliances. (10.00 a.m. —
5.00 p.m. al Max Mueller Bhavan. By

invitation.)
December 18: Biedermann und die

Brandstifier (The Fire-Raisers) by Max'

Frisch (in German). This well known play
wrilten in 1958 deals with the problems
of the upright cilizen and his obligations
towards the state. At another level, -it
exposes the naiveté of the individual and
his failure lo recognise danger in his very
own home. Biedermann, an upright
 cilizen who claims to be conscious of right
and wrong, fails to see through a couple

of fire-raisers who go from house to house

posing as safesmen. After having provided

shelter to them, he finds it difficult io tum
them out, in spite of sensing the latent
danger. Is he capable of averting the

looming catastrophe? (7.00 p.m. al Max

Muller Bhavan Lawns).

December 17-24: Sri Kiishna Gana
Sabha's 14th annual Natya Kala Confe-
rence. The conference subject this year
is ‘Evolutionary and Innovative Changes
in Bharatha Natyam'. Govardhan
Panchal, Indrani Rehman, Premlatha

- Sharmna, S Sarada and several others will
parlicipate in this lecture-demonstration-
cum-seminar. Most of the classical styles
of dance will be presented by the res-
peclive experts from 9.00 a.m. to 12.00
noon. There is also a special workshop
on abhinaya padams being conducted by
Nirmala Ramachandran.

On December 24th, NRI dancers will
discuss their problems and advantages in
teaching and keeping interest going
among both Indian and Westem children.
There will also be a dialogue between
the representatives of the city sabhas and
artistes and the’ audience on ‘Problems
and Solutions’. The seminar will start at
8.30 a.m: with Rajasthani folk dances
by Nishitha Sareen of Jaipur (at Gana
Vihar, 8 Griffith Road, T'Nagar).

The Hallmark of
an Uncompromising [dentity

_about its owner.

Anugran 1740/94

Experience the pride of possessing 2 Hallmark Diary. Or gift one
and be remembered day after day, for your thoughtful selection.
Hallmark Diaries have been meticulously designed with fine
quality papers, soft leather covering, rich and clegant colours,
sturdy binding and 2 compelling identity that speaks volumes

Set aside the ordinary. And reach over for a Halimark.

HALLMARK PRINTERS PVT. L1D.
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MADRAS MUSINGS

Dec. 1-15,

Sudyhve milliori bicycle users in India

— predominantly vendors, milkmen,
vegetable sellers, balloonwallahs,
bangle sellers, ice cream units, knile
sharpeners, calendar sellers — depend
on il for transportation, but more
importantly to carry equipment with
which they eam their livelihood.

Government, however, does not
acknowledge bicycles as indispensable
or an inlegral pari cf the sociceconomic
life. 1l puts most of the money available
into building more roads, flyovers elc..
prioritising the private car and forgetting
the needs of the mammoth army of
bicyclists. Pedal-pushers get little space
on roads and no facilities. Archilects
and planners design neighbourhoods
and buildings with no thought given
to the friendly two-wheeler.

Only in a lew cities is the bicycle
on lhe government agenda. Pune,
which is, ironically, one of biggest
production homes of India’s motorised
two-wheelers, is orie of them. Bicycles
rank second among the modes of
transpori in the city and get as much
attention.

Despite this lack of attention, there
is no escaping the facl that the bicycle
is important and will be more so in
India’s fulure. Income is lhe most
imporant parameter that delermines the
choice of vehicle for lransport. As soon
as a person or a family manages lo
organise enough money, a molor
vehicle — a scooler or a car — i,
according to popular opinion, the
family’s aim. A close look at facts,
however, reveals that when people
move fromn subsistence income {o low-
income, il is the bicycle that is consi-
dered important, to gel to work. lo go
to school and to visit friends. The
enormous number of people in the low
income group who do not posses any
means of transportation al present will
certainly buy bicycles as soon as they
can afford them.

Today, in India, the bicycle is pul
to many ingenious uses. Almost all
bicycles on the road have been adapled
to the particular nezds of their owners:
hooks added here and there, clasps
fitted to keep the goods steady, the front
hook for a lantern converted 1o a
luggage carrier. The bicycle, then
becomes a cheap workhorse.

A way for us?

This piece is, strictly

speaking, not ABOUT
Madras, but it is defi-
nitely one FOR Madras.
Despite the efficient
transport system that
the city boasts, the fact
'is that its buses are
100% overcrowded, i.e.
two people in the space
available for one person
(according to MMDA
studies). Besides this,
Madras has the dubious
distinction of being the
fourth noisiest city in the
worid and has alar-
mingly high rates of air
pollution. Encouraging a
means of transport other
than a motorised one,
could provide an answer
to the city’s problems.

Countries like China
(where executives are
reported to travel by
bicycie) and Holland,
which came up with a
Bicycle Master Plan in
1981, have shown how
this two-wheeler can be
integrated into traffic
planning. Extending
these examples, any city
with traffic problems can
make use of the bicycle
in a big way. It’s a way
Madras might like to

consider.

transportation and air quality problems.
According to Central Road Research
Institute in  Delhi, motor vehicle
emissions account for more than 50
per cent of the total pollutants in major
cities. Local bus transport and auto
rickshaws are undoubtedly important,
but they belch toxic gases. The bicycle,
in a scenario like this, can plug the gaps

" in the public transport systems and help
" to clear the grey pall of smoke that

hangs threateningly over every Indian
citx.

A lot of money is put into roads
and car parking areas in the cities to

. stimulate economic growth. A part of

this money could be well used to

.o by Derek J Van Der Laan

encourage blcycle use in the country,”
which will in tum create a lot of jobs.
Already, thousands have set up

“small businesses along the roads lo

provide all kinds of services to bicyclists.
More employment is foreseen when the
bicycle makes impeccable sense.

For stale agencies, road safety
factors for cyclists should be the most
important issue. Part of the transporta-
tion budgets should be invested in
bicycle networks and other facilities.
For longer distances than muscles will
accepl, the combination of the bicycle
and public transport is a good option.
A system of fast bus lanes linked with
bike shelter facilities is the need of the
hour.

A bicycle revolution like that in
Holland in the "70s, where the bicycle
secured a high place on the agendas
of a lot of Dutch cities and villages, can
be initiated. The movement in Holland
was supported by a wide range of
people: people who just wanted a
bicycle and were homel mad at the
supremacy of cars and others who .were

plumb scared about the safety of
children,

In Holland today, the comb
of bike-plus-public transport for §
has become very popular. Arg

prepare for the changes in gl

patterns, the Dutch government i
up with the Bicycle Masler PI§
1991 as an integral part of ils long
general traffic and transport plag
Indian policymakers should i§
in their foolsteps. Further, the Ij
bicycle industry, maturing and rj
euvring its way out of state-deter
production fargels, can plaj
important role in putting the big
back on the transport agenda.
For non-governmenial o
salions, especially those commil4
clean air, the promotion of big
should become an important issud
awareness campaign highlightins
merits of a bicycle policy as one df
realistic answers lo the commuling
environmental problems of the nf
should be initiated as soon as poy

— (CSE/Down To Hj

Features).

Policymakers in India choose lo
ignore this reality. Moreover, they seem
to be totally unaware that the bicycle
is part of the solution for India's

Record winnings, bul

A.M. Ramaswamy, who is poised
to complete his double century of
Classics winners,and his trainer, Robert
Foley, who last season sel a world
record by leading in over a century of
winners, have begurt the new Madras
racing season &t Guindy on a record-
shaltering nole. Never belfore in the
history of the Indian turf has a trainer
so dominated the start of a season as
Foley has done by saddling as many
as 20 winners at the first four meetings.
Beginning with a treble, he led in five
winners each at the second and third
fixtures and made a clean sweep of the
fourth day’s seven-event card for an
Indian record of 20 winners in 26
races.
As many as 19 winners of Foley's

ally, which included a clean sweep of

the first four races for maiden two-year-
olds, donned Ramaswamy's [amed
gold and brown belt jersey. Figures are

ANSWERS TO
QUIZ

1. Michael Schumacher of Germany;
2. East West, Daman‘a, Jet, NEPC, Archana
and Modiluft; 3. The incomparable Kapil
Dev: 4. Swadesamitran; 5. The thespian Sir
John Gielgud: 6. Sri Lanka — President
Chandrika Kumaratunga swore in her
mother, Sirimavo Bandaranaike, as PM;
7. Russi Modi, the former chief of TISCO:;
8. Rameswaram; 9. It is a scheme to clear
all cases that have been pending for more
than two years in eight district courts; 10. |t
reported that the 94-vear-old Queen Mother
of the U.K. had diec. A rehearsal script for
the actual event was accidentally telecast;
1. Mother Teresa; 12.Dr. Kuppali
Venkatappa Puttappa (Kuvempu);
13. Rosewood trees; 14. Mahesh Bhupathy
and Nirupama Vaidyanathan; 15. The
tobacco giant, ITC Limited; 16. George
Foreman; 17. The incurable brain disorder,
Alzheimer's Disease; 18. He has been
charged with immoral activities in his ashram
and for allegedly having links with the LTTE;
19. It has the largest circulation of books
amon3st all such libraries; 20. Sachin
Tendulkar

"The Tamil Nadu Women's

Cricket Association must
have regretted having accepted
the Women's Cricke‘t Asso-
ciation of India’s offer.to stage
the the first of the three Tests
between India and Australia in
Madras in the middle of Novem-
ber. The TNWCA should have
known better, for Madras is in-
variably in the grip of the mon-
soon in November. As it was,
rain played havoc with the four-
day Test, which the TNWCA
conducted at the Tamil Nadu
‘Cricket Association’s Chidam-
baram Stadium.

Only a little over three
hours’ play was possible on the
first two days, and the last two
days' play was washed out.
Chepauk had never before host-
ed such a wet Test. Its blank days
must have made the TNWCA
burn its fingers despite the spon-
sorship it managed to secure
from a handful of spo:ts-minded
business establishments.

Mainly because of the
weather, the women's Test
emerged as the first international

to be played before empty stands

Dubious records at
playless Test!

at the ancient Chepauk ground,
nay, in the whole of India. It was
not the only dubious record the
rain-hit Test produced. Trailing
0-3 in the Pepsi five-match one-
day series, the Australians, who
lost the toss and were put in,
managed to make only 63 for
four in the 3% hours’ play
possible, which was the slowest-
ever crawl in Test history!
The wet Test will also be
remembered for the wrecking of
a cricket tradition. The tourists
played in shorts! It was the first
time in India, at any rate, that
cricketers, men or women,
donned shorts instead of the
customary pants. '
The little cricket the Test
produced emphasised the fact
that Indian girls could take on *
any national squad. They did not
have a chance to display their
batting talent. But the tourists’
sorry crawl underscored the
authority the Indian bowlers and
fielders held. They are certain to
boost the stock of Indian cricket
when India hosts the World Cup

got available, but it is a safe guess that
Ramaswamy, with as many as 19

firsts, made a record haul of the first

four days’ prize money. Every maidens’
race has, for instance, a winner's purse

ofRsSOOOO

The dommahon of Foley's stable
has, however, led o another record,
one of dubious worth. It is the slump
in the jackpot returns. Such is the

popular support Foley's stable enjoys

that the majority of its runners start
money-back favourites, and vindicate

their public support as well. As a resull, -

the jackpot dividends have faken an
unprecedented nosedive. Al the second

. meeling, for instance, the five-in-a-row

investment paid out a beggarly Rs. 46
on as many as 454 tickets, the Indian
turf's smallest-ever jackpot dividend and
biggest-ever number of winning tickels!

Such is the bloodline of Foley's .

(lassic contenders, all bred at the ever-

poorest jackpots

growing Cheltinad stud farm, it wigik;

no surprise if the champion maks

clean sweep of the forthcoming ClS

as well, beginning with The Hi
South India 1000 Guineas
December 4th. But it remains b
seen if MAM and his trainer will}
the distinction of leading in the wif
of the inaugural 1,400 m
McDowell Million for three-year
the richest race of the season, sd

to be run on Saturday, Januar \@

Entries for the terms race, w
record Rs. 9,50,000 added money
a trophy worth Rs. 50,000, if
presented by the U.B. (roup§

i
i

|

Bangalore, close on December 14 -
is too early to hazard a guess on i

final line-up. But, according]
information available at Guindy at}
time .of writing, juveniles
Bangalore champion Rashid Byra
stable and Hyderabad champk
J.S. Dhariwal’s stable, and even &
Western India, will be there}
challenge the might of whal §
certainly be a formidable squad f
Foley's stable

A Public Meeting
organised by |

INTACH

on
The urgent need for a
Heritage Act for Tamil Nadu

at 6.00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 14th

at
Kasthuri Srinivasan Hall
(Music Academy)

ALL ARE WELCOME
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