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chrome-recovery planl al the Arafat Tannery near Madras. (Photo by
Anirudh Bhattacharyya — Courtesy: CSE-Down To Earth Features.)
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As Leather Fair rea

dies for its opening.. .

Registered with the Registrar of

Newspapers for India under.
R.N. 53640/91.

(By Anirudh Bhattacharyya)

s yet anolher Leather Fair gets
“underway in the ‘Leather Capital
of India’, Madras, the city-based Central
Leather Research Institute (CLRI) has

Swamy's only Madras HQ'd agency

ﬁSwamleBDO is the only
adras-heddquartered
vertising agency among the
bp Ten’ Indian agencies rank-
by A & M in its fifth annual
ency Report. In fact, there are

other ‘Tamil Nadu’ agencies
the top FORTY! Ranking the
ncies by gross income (more
less the 15 per cent they earn
m clients on each service),
& M ranks Swamy’s 6th, one
) from last year, with a gross
come of Rs. 10.4 cr, a
lendid achievement by an
ency led by a man who began
e .as a clerical assistant in one
‘the country’s oldest agencies,
hompson’s. Swamy’s grews
7.7% over 1992-93.

Significantly, three among
1e top five agencies are among
1e oldest agencies in the
ountry. The top five, their year
f establishment (in India, in the

-In Top Ten
(By A Staff Reporter)

case of international agencies)
and their gross incomes are:
Hindustan Thompson Asscciates
(1929) Rs. 43.9 cr; Lintas India
(1939) Rs. 36.6 cr.; Mudra
(1980) Rs. 24 cr; O &M (1928)
Rs. 18.2 cr; and Ulka (1961)
Rs. 16.5 cr. Total billings of
each agency would be approxi-
mately 6.67 times its gross
income.

While Madras has recorded
a greater growth than Bangalore,
it is way below Hyderabad on
this count, though it is way
ahead of Hyderabad in total
billing (Rs. 96.5 cr, 36.4%;
Rs. 109.4 cr, 21.3%; and
" Rs. 22.7 cr, 52.4%)

Significantly, second among
the Madras headquartered
agencies is Hansavision, founded
in 1986 as a subsidiary of RKS.

It ranks 44th nationdlly with a

gross income of Rs. 11.9

million. Tkere is, however,
another agency which takes.
second spot among Tamil Nadu
headquartered agencies, Sasi,
founded in 1979 in Coimbatore,
and now nationally 41st with a
gross income of Rs. 13.6
million. The only other Madras
headquartered agency in the top

fifty is Efficient, which is 50th,

with a gross income of Rs.-8.8
million.

Other Madras-headquartered
agencies which provided their
information and were among the
132 listed are (with gross
income): 52nd Fountainhead
(Rs. 7.7 mn); 62nd Insight
(Rs. 5.4 mn); 63rd Kanara
(Rs. 5.4 mn); 69th Madras
Advertising (Rs. 4.8 mn); 80th
Anugrah (Rs. 3.7 mn); 88th
Take Wing (Rs. 3 mn); 115th
Calibre (Rs. 1.1 mn); and
122ad MCS Communications
(Rs. 1 mn).

it gr
announced plans to introduce clean,
green technologies in Tamil Nadu’s
tanneries which account for about
70 per cent of India’s lcather exports
(Rs. 4140 crore in 1993-94).

Agreeing that “we have to adjust
and eliminate or reduce the use of
cerlain chemicals which are found to
be environmentally harmful,”
P Prabhakaran, Executive Director of
the Council for Leather Exports, adds

that a few CLRI clean technology

projects had already been inaugurated
and others are about to become ope-
rational. According to K Parthasarathi,
Assislant Director and Chief of Tannery
al CLRI, these projects “will curb
environmental pollution caused during
the tanning process’.

The slow progress, it is stated, is
due to opposition from small tanners
on grounds of economic non-viability
as well as to the problems in identifying
the harmful chemicals involved in
leather processing. Says M Mariappan,
Deputy Director and Head of the
Environmental Technology Department
of CLRI, “Chemicals used in the leather
manufacturing process vary in range
and quality. They come from several
sources and there are no fixed para-
meters for input chemicals. We need
regulations to precisely spell out the
constituents for leather chemicals.”

advises
een

There has been pressure to phase
5ut the use of ammonium chloride in
the " de-limirg process. Ammonium
chloride increases nitrogen levels in the
air and water, nol only causing respi-
ratory problems for humans, but also
increasing waler- toxicity through
increased  nilrification. A possible
solution 1o this threat may be found in
a pilot plant at. Tejoomall’s Tannery,
in Pemampet near Ambur. The plant,
which uses carbon dioxide (CO,).
insiead of ammonia, has been funded
by the Uniled Nations Industrial
Development Organisation (UNIDO)
and trials with it commenced last
September.

Austrian UNIDO expert Karl Heinz
Munz, who is overseeing the project,
says, “CO, removes the lime effi-
ciently and the grain is cleareer”. But
} K Khanna, advisor to several
prominent tanneries, says, “"The small
man does not have the money to put
into such technologies”. While
ammonium chloride costs Rs. 3 to
Rs. 3.50 per kg, CO, costs four times
as much.

There are several other problem
areas in the leather manufacturing .
process. They start with the soakinig or
curing process, where salt is used to
preserve the raw material. When this
sall is discharged, it leads to salinity.
However, - steps have been taken to

(Continued on P6)

Audio Cassettes

The Japanese cassette born in India

Meltrack. Brand leaders in the Indian Audio Cassette
industry, Made with genuine Japanese technology. High
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agricullural labourers and those below the poverty
for the urban poor, but did it apply 16 the rural areas too? Be that as it may,
and Madras Musings afso lakes this occasion, belaled though it be, lo
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The Government of Tamil Nadu started celebrating Pongal from December 28th by distributing free sarees and dhotss to all those
whose incomes were less than Rs. 600 a month and who held family ration cards.
Day, it was announced. but many distribution cenlres ran

f;gz‘

i Distribution of the gifts would continue till Pongal
out of stocks within a couple of days. No wonder, to judge by this crowd
on the very first day al the Commercial Taxes Office on Greenway's Road af the Sai Baba Temple end! This crowd stretched in a
disorder'y queve up to almost C P Ramasamy lyer Road! According fo the Government, the gifts were mean! for the “'rural, landless
line in slums in urban areas”. The criteria mentioned above might have been fine
Govemment's gifts made for a happier Pengal for many .
wish all its readers: ’

ﬁ quality audio tapes that give you a whole new experience
PARRYS

= = |AVery Happy Pongal Season and May the -

NG

i & |

RS o § ' ;...\"

[N]
»

- o B alNel:ldo
- B~ . 2 :




MADRAS MUSINGS

£

oy
53

3

Jan. 16-31 ]

MADRAS MUSINGS

L 16-31, 1995

)

he Man From Madras

Musings was delighted to
read just the other day a headline
that said, ‘Towards a renaissance
of heritage towns'. Reading
further he discovered that the
State Government had decided to
declare 37 towns (increased
from 23) as “historically and
cuturally important”, that these
towns would be improved and
developed and that various
departments and NGOs like
INTACH would be consulted in
the plans being drawn up for
each heritage town. As this is
what Madras Musings has been
talking of for several years now,
MMM is naturally delighted that
things are beginning to move at
last.

The towns identified as
heritage towns are as follows:
Kancheepuram, Chidambaram,
Rameswaram, Srirangam, Sri-
villiputhur, Mamallapuram,
Thanjavur, Kumbakkonam,
Poompuhar, Madurai, Palani,
Tiruthani, Kanniyakumari,
Tiruvannamalai, Courtallam,
Tranquebar, Gangaikondacho!a-
puram, Tiruchendur, Gingee,
Chettinad, Vallinockam, Nagore,
Velankangi, Colachel, Padmana-
bhapuram, Karaikkudi, Bhavani,
Tiruchengodu, Tirunelveli,
Sriperumbudur, Tirumayam,
Perur, Pichavaram, Marudur,
Avudayarkoil, Sittannavasal and
Marakanam.

And it is that list that strikes
MMM as curious. The other day,

ACCOMMODATION

Resndential guest house available in Kilpa..-

on daily basis. Spacious bungalow w:ti-
extensive open space {near Khushaldas
Gardens). Ideal for marriage or tour groups of
30 to 50 persons. All amenities available ic.g.
telephone, colour TV, refrigerator. gas sto-v
etc.) Tel: 6412996, 6411436,

CATERING

hinese Food — Business Luncheon

Service delivered 1o your office —
Hygienicaliy prepared and packed in
disposable containers. Contact 10.00 a.m. ‘o
1.30 p.m. Phone: 835531/834932

CLASSES

PAHAMPARA YOUNG WORLD has

sessions for children aged 6-10 years,
every Saturday. Topics covored: Indjar
Heritage, Environment, Native Crafts, Value
E:ducation, Yoga etc. Contact: Parampara.
38 Kasturi Ranga Road, Madras 600 018
(Tel: 4991518

FOR SALE

Available Huge Stock Stemps. Whao'e
world — Balaram, 24 MRC Nagar,
Madras - 600 028, Ph: 4938257/4938613,

SERVICES

Reliable Service offered for Passports

¥ YFresh, Renewal & Misc. Services),

Singapore Visa & Air Tickets. Contact
Siraj: 581827/566553 .

TRANSLATION

ranslation: Indian/Foreign Languages:
Tel: 569481

speaking on a public occasion, the
Editor of Madras Musings had
reason to ruefully mention, one,
the lack of attention being paid to
History and Geography in
education in India, particularly in
Tamil Nadu, and, two, the fact
that Madras, the town whose
contribution to the development
of Modern India was immense, is
now a forgotten city. Much of
what he sadly stated on that
occasion only appears to be
emphasised not cnly by the
newspaper report but by the
policy reported on, without
questions asked, MMM feels.

The most striking omission in
the list of 37 is MADRAS. Has it
suddenly been decided that it is
no longer a town of historical
importance? Madras Musings’
Editor in his talk stressed that
heritage is not religion and
culture, myth and legend alone,
and that heritage, especially in
these terms, is only a fraction of
history. History's scope is much
wider and much of it concerns
what the rulers and the RULED,
the men and the women of.the
past have contributed to the
present. In this context, the
omission of Madras from this list
is especially astounding. If Madras
is tainted with its history of an
imperial presence, then why
Tarangambadi? And if Tarangam-
badi is there because it is DANISH
(the non-imperial Danesl!)
Tranquebar, then why not Dutch
Pulicat, with its bonus of a unique
ecosystem, or Dutch Sadras, with
its bonus of a beach? If
Tranquebar has been chosen
because of its religious
significance (the first Protestant
mission to arrive in India
established itself here), or if
Velanganni has been chosen for
its more recent religious
‘miracles’, why not Madras (or
even Mylapore-San Thomé) with
its Trail of Thomas, an article of
faith for millions of all faiths for
centuries?

Geography & environs

Let’s move on from history and
raise a couple of other questions.
Why, wonders MMM, pick
Chettinad AND Karaikkudi? For
cultural significance undoubtedly
and possibly even for a forgotten
historical significance — the
century-and-a-half-old
contribution the Chettiars made
to South and Southeist Asia. But
the DUAL selection rather
confuses The Man From Madras
Musings; obviously Geography is
not the strong point of the
Department of Tourism or
whatever identifying authority
has been involved in this exercise.
As far as MMM is aware,
Chettinad is an AREA that once
comprised 90 ‘Nagarathar’
villages, which have now
dwindled to 70-plus and which

History, Geography and

seem destined to dwindle further,
Traditionally, there has been no
town called Chettinad, but in the
early 1930s a whistle stop
railway station was established
between Karaikkudi and Puduk-
kottai and called Chettinad. This
railway station can hardly qualify
as a ‘heritage town’, but if it does
because it is considered AN entry
point to a cultural hinterland,
then why Karaikkudi, which by
virtue of being the largest town
in Chettinad (though Devakkottai
has many more Chettiars) has

Heritage Towng

Government to develop a
permanent fair site in Madras.
ITPO says it does not have the
Rs. 40 cr needed for such an
exhibition ground and the lezther
industry is not very keen to irwvest
that kind of money in such a
scheme. The Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment, however, is prepared t) put
up part of the money if it can!find
a partner. And, MMM hears, the
Federation of Iudian Export
Organisations is willing to
respond to that interest, provided
the Hong Kong Trade Fair Group

developed merely as a commer-
cial centre?

The Man From Madras
Musings is very happy that
Government has begun to look at
heritage towns in terms of
environmental contribution too.
That could be the only reason for
choosing Pichavaram with its
backwaters and mangrove forests
and Courtallam with its waterfalls
in sylvan surroundings. Certainly
there’s nothing *‘historical and
cultural”’ about either. But if
environment is the reason for
these two choices, why not Kodai
and Ooty, Tiruvakkarai and
Mudumalai and Valparai?

Indeed, this is a most curious
list, a mix of historical towns and
pilgrim centres, cultural
destinations and places of
environmental tourist interest.
Many more, many of them more
significant, have been left out.
Why not call such a mixed bag
plain ‘tourist centres’ instead of
glorifying them with the title
‘heritage towns'; to do so is to
devalue the true heritage towns
of Tamil Nadu, of which there are
scores. Could political compul-
sions have had more to do with
the list than evaluation by persons
competent in Archaeology,
History, Geography etc., MMM
wonders.

Fair site, when?

And so we've come around

again to another India Inter-
national Leather Fair, the tenth.
To be called ‘Leather Land’, it will
openon the 31st—in and on the
grounds of Rajaji Hall as usual.

The Man From Madras
Musings understands that, by the
end of December 1994, the Fair
had attracted 350 exhibitors from
22 countries and hoped to beat
last year's record of 395
exhibitors from 24 countries.
Over 8000 sq m of space was
expected to be booked as against
last year's 7200 sq m and it was
expected that the Rs. 80 cr
business generated by last year's
fair, including local sales of
Rs. 15 cr, would be exceeded
this year.

But midst all this optimism

Author Title
ALLEN, S (ed)
BARRETT, J K (ed)
BURRINGTON. G
COCKBURN. C
FAGENSON, E A (ed.)

GENOVESE, M A (ed))

difference

British Council Library, Madras
(Telephone: 8525002)
A Select Lisl of Recent Additions

Women in business: Perspectives on women entrepreneurs

Encyclopedia of women's associations worldwide

Equally gooc: Women in British librarianship

Gender and technology in the making

Women in management: Trends, issues and challenges
tn managenal diversity

Women as national leaders

Gendered by design?: Information technology and office

Eliminating sexuel harassment at work

Limited options: Women workers in rural India

Women to wamen: Street smarts for women entrepreneurs
World yearbook of education 19394: The gender gap in

The world of women: In pursuit of human rights
Planning development with women: Making a world of

GREEN, E (ed))
systems
HERBERT. C
JOSE. A v
LARKIN, G A
LIE, S S (ed)
hugher education
MOSSE. J C Hail the world, hzlf a chance
OUSTON. J (ed)) Women in ecucation management
PERRY, J Counselling for women
WETZEL, J W
TOUNG, K

and promised growth, one thing
has not changed, MMM finds.
And that is that Madras still has
no permanent trade fair site for
which negotiations have been
going on for over two years. One
fall-out of this has been that
PAMEX, the international
printing equipment exhibition to
be held in the South in 1996, will
be held in Bangalore instead of
Madras; if there's no permanent
site in either city, we'd prefer
Bangalore, seems to have been the
view of the promoters, the
national printing federation,
AIFMP.

Meanwhile, MMM hears that
the Indian Trade Promotion
Organisation has given up plans

———— =

to team with the Tamil Nadu

OR the Singapore Trade Develop-
ment Board come in, thus
assuring that the exhibition site
will be used for many more inter-
national exhibitions than the only
annual big one, the Leather Fair.
FIEQ has looked at three possible
sites which the Tamil Nadu
Government might offer it and all
three sites will easily accommo-
date the 20,000 sq m of
airconditioned space FIEQ would
like to put up. But its plans depend
entirely on the interest shown by
Hong Kong or Singapore. Closer
home, MMM is afraid that, if the
annual Leather Fair in Madras
keeps growing at the present rate,
ITPO’s permanent Delhi site,
Pragati Maidan, will grab it before
long.

In brief

% The British Overseas Deve-
lopment Authority (ODA), work-
ing through the British Council
on an AIDS information dissemi-
nation project in India, has
pointed out that a recent survey
in Tamil Nadu has shown that
25 per cent of the State's long
distance lorry drivers are HIV
positive! Lorry drivers in India
and their families are a growing
AIDS problem in India, accord-
ing to what ODA sources tell The
Man From Madras Musings.
They say, ‘‘Driving immense
distances on India's notoriously
slow roads, drivers are often
away from home for weeks at a
time. Long hours at the wheel
mean relaxation — and sex — are
often the first impulse on arrival
at their destination'’. And many
a roadside ‘meals’ halt provides
what they want.

* K Krishnamurthy, honoured
by the Booksellers’ and Publi-
shers’ Association of South India
for his sterling role in book-
selling in Madras, is indeed the
doyen of booksellers in Madras,
perhaps even in South India. The
honour couldn't have come at a
more appropriate time than
1995, for Krishnamurthy this
year celebrates both his 8Cth
birthday as well as his 50th year
as a bookseller. This would
indeed be the ideal time for him
to turn from bookselling to

‘book-writing, a field he is not

entirely unfamiliar with. It was
Krishnamurthy who translated
Sardar K M Pannikar’s classic
autobiography from the
Malayalam to the English. Here
is a field to which he still has an
enormous contribution to make
and The Man From Madras
Musings, while wishing him
many more fruitful years ahead,
looks forward to (that
contribution.

* The Madras Book Fair, after
its sad experience last year when
much of it went up in flames,
this year features a fire engine as
its star attraction. Smack in the
centre of the ground is the

temporary fire station and all _

around are the stalls, u
many of which run the hos
the firefighters, all kept at
ready. Another feature of |
year's Fair is the preponder
of Tamil publishers and
sellers, their stalls for the
time outnumbering the En

sssssss

language stalls. This year's
has also limited each stallholig
to no more than TWO stalls|
there are no dominant stalls "
attract customer attention. |
% She's a Maharashtrian wi#
speaks fluent Tamil,she's a
in Economics from the Uni

eople’s

sity of Southern California. She
the executive director of fj
Tamil Nadu Industrial Develo : i« fast deve-
ment Corporation. She’s an [{§f people’s movement is last eved
officer married to a fellow '?’ loping in Calcutta to preserve an
officer. But she came to U the rich architectural heritage oﬁ
notice of The Man From Mad:§} city, states a Press Trust o
Musings because she’s had h'a report.
first book, a piece of childrenfl | . tinq this search for renewal is
literature, published. Undi - o 5 -
oy Published, it undation for Conservation and
The Mouse Family, a collectidy tional Archi-
. , . desearch of Urban Traditional Archi
of childrea’s stories, has beegy b ic makine those who live
published by HarperCollins whure which is making o
MMM hears, think they have fifthe crowded, congested and long-
Anuradha Khaki Rajivan a refjgotten quarters of N?{th-Calcutia
find in children’s fiction. As fifdlise that their's is the original Calculla
Icia{}ivan, W??v[ isdtnarriiglntti1 th1 that it needs urgently to be
ollector of Madurai, Krishng..ed.
swamy Rajivan, she thinks i .o pioctural splendour is any
book “‘reveals a frivolous sidetd |

" itv's capital inheritance and using a
Elo’;kniashfﬁz, thf ‘;;dtzo(l‘l f:oui;'en's pride in preserving this heritage
in Marathi) stories have a seriogd De @ new direction for urban
side to them, dealing as they digfewal,” says Debashns. Nayak, the
with today’s happenings and thf§3-year old architect behind CRUTA.
contemporary concerns @ "The conventional approaches are
today’s children. Rajivar, w3y cosmetic and serve litlle practical
first started writing when contr@,» Without involvement at the

buting stories to the Madrg level nothing can be
children’s magazine Gokulag i\,.fz(c)it" lfe says. :
while Collector of Pudukkotta “Getting cities back to their people™

feels that writing for children ‘i :
a good form if escape fmhis motto and Nayak believes that

official work; it helps me retaifd] urban renewal project st}ould begln
some sanity in the maze thiWjih the basic idea of finding a 'trait
bureaucratic world can be'’. B rinsic to the particular town.

in the rat-race of that worldf] A building, Nayak says, is an
Rajivan has managed very wellgyrocion of an individual shaped by
thank you, MMM hears. Whetld - -ic conditions and contemporary

she moved to Pudukkottai shed . , . PR T
. BOCi . cluster of individual
found that it was the fisig oSN The d 3 combi-

i e . Btildirigs make a street an
Igﬁﬂpff i‘:n:h ;ﬁ:gc;ob‘;ﬂ?h‘: lion of streets builds up an area
literacy achieved was not help&ich collectively reflects the pattem
ing the womenfolk of the}social behaviour.
district. The several schemes shef] CRUTA's founder traces the social
launched for the poorer bulphos behind these structures to the
literate women of Pudukkottaliiding boom of 1778 when Calcutta
District have brought greaterfls officially declared the capital of
prosperity to many of the homes}|
in the district. Perhaps Rajivan,};
who also writes academic}y
articles for newspapers, will onef!
day write of that experience. [

Business briefs

x As work on 1he Oberai

movement to
reserve original Calcutta

India and subsequently came to be
known as ‘the city of palaces’. The:
sobriquet, however, was not derived
from the exquisite edifices erected by
the British but these native settlements
of North Calcutta.. '
The area was originally a weavers
village called Sutanuti (sula in Bengali-
means thread) vhich flourished under
the patronage of the East India

@ Another in our
series on how
Indian cities
are beginning
to look at
their heritage

Company. With growing trade and
commerce, buildings began springing
up sporadically.

Planning was then not i vogue
and as newer thoroughfares cropped
up, the real Calcutta was buried in its
intricate maze of lanes and by-lanes.

It was in this concrele jungle that
the idea behind CRUTA was conceived
about eight years ago when Nayak

mapped around 4,000 ‘palaces’. He:

discovered that the best and most
elegant specimens of architectural
splendour still stand where the city was
born more than 300 years ago.

The starting point of CRUTA was
one such palace — the Shovabazar
Rajbari house of Naba Krishna Deb,
which witnessed many intellectual dis-
cussions eventually leading lo the

Standard Chartered Bank, image-building after the scam of ! 9?2. .has handsomely
refurbished its splendid Indo-Saracenic Indian headquarters building in Bombay. f he
restoration work that has been done on this building is a model for the conservation
of 19th Century buildings. Sadly, the Bank a few years ago pulled down the Madras

Bengal Renaissance and birth of
nationalism.

The Shovabazar Rajbari episode
proved to be a watershed and local
inhabitants started realising thal
renovating old houses paid more in the
long run than pulling these down and
building new ones in their place.

Awareness started growing and the
aspect thal sky-rocketed this was a bit
of ingenuity on Nayak's part. He called
it ‘The Walk’, which, in essence, was
nothing but a short peregrination
through the web of roads with
occasional visits to some grand houses

en roule.

Designed o show tourists a glimpse
of a dauzling fusion of contrasting
building styles, Nayak says it made
people realise that the city's archilectural
heritage was comparable lo European
towns like Geneva and Hecrence.

His ‘Walk' worked wonders, says
Nayak. Fach day brought discoveries
of beauty and tradition that people had
lived with but never leamed to notice.

Septuagenerian Chandra Babu
provides an interesting anecdote.

“Some time back a foreigner came to
sketch the wrought-iron work above

my door. Only then it occurred to me |
that the grill was European and more
than 200 years old. It is good to see
others cherish what [ was born with.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: Will those
who call George Town home take time
to consider their part of the city in this
way and consider ils resloration?
Madras Musings knows several

architects who will gladly help.

Atrium Delight at the Park Shercton Towers

That personal touch

In a season of plenty at least as far

as greeling cards went, the most note-
worthy thing vour Editor noticed was
the plethora of charitable organisations
now offering greeting cards to the
public. From UNICEF to Udavum
Karangal, the number was a score or
thereabouts. More newsworlhy. how-
ever, were a couple of personalised
cards he received.

Truly personalised was the card
from photographer K K Ganesh,
who specialises in architecturel
photography and who has ‘invented’
his own equipment for panoram.c
work. For your Editor he chose a
photograph, the wide angle view on
top of Poonamallee H.R., or Periyar
Salai From right to left are Southem
Railway Headquarters, Cenlral Station,
the main Railways' Booking Office

Splendidly restored in Bombay ... Sadly no more in Madras

branch building which had been built in 1871 but oceupied onfy in 1900. That i;uildi:g.
witl its magnificent banking hall (seen in ccpies of 2 couple of old photographs). has

been replaced by lunctionally modern premiscs.

Madras gets underway in fullf

swing, targets for the 313-room|§
hotel, The Man From Madras
Musings hears, are a soft openingfs

i

Wy

B ONBAY

i —

in October 1996 and fullyf
operational status three months
later. Amongst the features of the
luxury hotel will be 24-hourf
butler service for all rooms. [
% The proposed Singapore
Corridor, .with one of its
terminals near Madras, is likely
to be a non-starter according to
officials of the Singapore Trade
Development Corporation.
However, there is a possibility of
it becoming a Malaysian
Corridor, The Man From Madras
Musings learns. MMM hears that
the co-promoters of the indus-
trial park, the SPIC and Balaji
Groups, have been talking to
Malaysian groups which appear
to be showing some interest.
Among those interested is
Proton, the successful Malaysias
auto manufacturer. ‘

. e wr
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and, rather faintly, Victoria Public Hall
and Ripon Building.
Personalised in a different way was

the Park Sheraton card from chef]
Praveen Anand. The card above is
apparenitly one of a series the Wdcorp-
group commissioned lo enable ils
hospitality to “come alive in these
sketches created by R K Laxman”. The
Welcomgroup adds, “These vigneltes
of executive lifestyles are captured
within the environs of Welcomgroup
hotels all over India by the inimitable
humourist. They reinforce Welcom-
group's philosophy of providing food
for all the senses for a complete guest
experience’ and reflect the lighter
moments experienced by the discern-
ing traveller”. In this card the focus is
on the adventures of a maami in
a capsule lift in the Park Sheraton
Towers’ atrium, watched bya Laxman-
lookalike (with hands behind head).
Thank you both for making the
Season more enjoyable and thank you
all who sent us cards wishing Madras

* Musings a bright future. .

— THE EDITOR]
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{By A Steff Reporter)

"ggar;kward Class benefits are
*““being sought by the Anglo-
Indian communitv. And promis-
ing to continue her efforis to this
end was Dr (Mrs) Beatrix
1)'Souza, M.1.A. al a function
recently organised by the Forum
ot Anglo-Indian Women.

The sad statz of the comm-
unity was pointed out by its
former representalive, D V
['Monte, who said that “‘the
larger section of Anglo-Indians in
Madras suffered from lack of
lood, shelter and clothing”.

The occasion for ihese re-
marks was a celebration of
Family Day organised by the
forum for ‘Senior Members'. Jt
was sponsorship by Angle-
Indians in Australia that had
niade possible the monetary gifts

distributed at the Christmas
Season lunch.
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Grorge and Sheila Lopez were
bl amongst the carliest immi-
st deaving Madras almost 30 years

adras
nglo-Indian in
1a

ao. George was a Mail driver in the

Railways and was resident m "richy”.
It so happened that the Anstralian High
Commissioner once travelled on one
of his traing o Seeanderabad. He
introcuced himself o George and asked
him 1f he was mterested inenigrating
to Australia. Andd sot came about that
“George and Sheila gol their clearance
almost across the counter. He works
with tire Port Trust in Melbourne and
amongst his children are o chartered
accountant, o doctor sl & nurse.
Foretta Bastian was from a poor
familv in Perambur. She emigrated with
wr busband and four children over ten
vears ago. Loretts does THREE jobs,
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The conmuniiv i o be found in
all e makor cities i Anstratia. About
00 000 crmgrated from all over India
and withy the second and third gene-
rations  mav now awnber  ahout
Potakhes The conmmunity miects
regularh at functions, festive occasions
and balis There are several Anglo-
blian asedations active in social, civic
and onltural achivities. In one case, the
focal Couneil has given the Asodation
iri\;\-ncrmz.\ grant 1o build an Old Age
1O,

Anglo-hndians, although thev are
mevitabiv - becoming absorbed into
wider Australian sociely through inter-
niarriages -~ many of the second and
thirc generations are happily married
fo Austraiians. Ralians, Greeks and
other emigrants — are still identified as
a distinct group with its own cultural
and social patterns. The Anglo-Indian’s
close family ties is still an exemplary
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What an eyesore the OLD co

sty T

ncrete road signs in yellow and black are! Worse, they cannot be read af nigs MUSIC includes llayaraja numbers

LT T e ALT RADE LA
ctiveSigns,  E

r L{‘ o abroad and feel at home" —
8 Zihic couldn't be truer for anyone

i

‘%an a Madrasi visiting Singapore. The
ial-home feel begins the minute you step
fi lo the Singapore Airlines aircraft; in-

relE

P T

What an improvemeni the NEW reflective metal signs are! You cannot miss them at night. These new @ he menu comes complete with

THiE
OLD...

signs are beginning to make a small presence in the City, ‘small’ because
it would seem that in most cases they’ve come up only when there’s asponsof',. " .& T?‘f % )rs d'oeuvres and choice wines.
to godfather them, as in Kasturi Ranga [yengar Road, where the Soundaraja :
Mills Group has signposted every litile lane leading off the bigger road
with these signs. Elsewhere we'll have to wait... But why can’t the Corporation fund its own signposting with 3

oongal, kooltu and paayasam amid

INf B2 fwriten all in Tamil on the menu card!
|Ghangi Airport reinforces that feeling as
grand banner aptly says Nalvaravu

¢l

waiting for sponsorship? It’s got the Cit ] ; d ) il < ing abg 4 hocidac ¢ Y Frali
g forsg p?It’s g City better lit these days; these new road signs will only make getting "meamll besides ‘Welcome' in English,

the City at night easier. Even if such signs are expensive, surely they aren’t prohibitive?

Chinese and Malay.

! Driving out from Changi, some:
Bl about the local vegetation struck
e; ot a single tree seemed to have
routed at random on its own. Their
mmelry and spacing were typical of
M- man-made perfection that is
Bicapore; every tree was a hand-
finied one — every single tree! [ater,
{Mlcarnt that, like instant coffee, in
B capore you could gel instant trees;
>rmight you could find a huge tree
side your window! You see, trees
» NEVER cut in Singapore; if a tree
n e way of construction work, the
ec Department’ (Department of
fcreation) rushes up, uproots it and

We saw raintrees, gul” mohurs,
well-fed, as we sped lo the city. But,
most  surprisingly. no coconut lrees
though we were just one degree above
the equator and on the ocean as it
were, My search for a coconut tree
finally ended when we visited Sentosa
Isle (corrupted version of the Sanskrit
Santhosha); there, with mililary

precision, red-coconut palms seemed to
stand at attention. The relaxed country-

~ variety of green coconut palms growing

as they pleased 1 finally discovered a
the Rama temple in Changi.

In a strange way, Singapore
combines Madras and England. So
strong has been the colonial influence
that it could well pas for a Little
England. down to is rainy weather.
A thoroughly British sense of clean-
liness, courlesy and orderliness
permeates the isle. with bus stops and
shop counters showing such orderly
queueing that would be the envy of
Londoners! And il in Britain the

B s il overnight elsewhere

"‘{l}’ho wiild have et thal the
" ageold staple of Indion villages
- thediimbi ghai = would he replaced
bvowashing machimes” Or that the
vacaum clsner would fake over from
the Biend and contidante of every
nousewife = the mindservant?
Unthinaable though this s cnario was
afew vears ago, s fasd beconing a
reakiv,

A recent study done by francis
Nanai Marketing Rescarch estimales
that the ~scvers major nieiros in- India
wourdm 199495 have only a
A5 per cent share in washing machi-
nes. Hie report assigns 14 per cent to
Cities with a popalation of one million
or more and 26 per cent to Grade |
cities Jt@ves arearkable 19 per cenl
chunk ta the “others” cateeory,

Rapicd electnfication uf villages and
allpervasive urbanisation have, apari.
from allering lilestvles wrought these
changes mthe White Gords sector
which is part of the Consumer
Fles tronics segment. Though the lulure
looks rosv today. the verv existence of
this scctor had been threatened by the
recessien a short while ago. Poor sales

feature of life. The strong unilied lamily
remains a source of strength as it has
always been for Anglo-Indians facing
the hazards of losl roots, the family
proving lo be the best support in facing
the hazards of immigrant life. Those are
Indian rools they have not los!.:

— D V D'Monte

in turn broughl about a bad case of
under-utilisation of capacities and. thus,
thrust  ACs.  refrigerators,  washing
machines, vacuum cleaners and mixies
into a downward spiralling vicious
circle.

Apart from mixies., this enlire sector
was hit by the recession and adversely
impacted upon by Government moves
to curb inflation. Higher excise cluties.

the credit squeeze and hike in interest
rales also saw sales plummet. The
various companies also pushed many
procucts in a rush to grab a slice of the
markel pie and many did not altrac!
market fancy. The market thus became
saturated and poor sales compounded
the problem. The induslry was, there-
fore, caught in the grip of a vicious

downward moving cycle.

Mixies escaped purely because of
their status as an invaluable kilchen
tool. Inexpensive technology, sturdy
bodies and simple, easy-to-repair
mechanisms also helped them 1o not
only retain markel share but increase
sales. The indusiry in general saw
capacily ulilisation below 50 per cent
and some unils even slipped below
25 per cenl. The beginning of 1994,

the sector. The fiscal policics off
Dr Manmohan Singh started to
off. Last year's Budgel conlained mefg
o revive the depressed indusiry. Newsf§
technology, such as frosi-free el
geralors and more efficient ACs, havig
the enlire industry anticipaling a growhg=
rale of 6-8 per cenl, with washing
machines alone projecied to touch thef
2.5 million mark in the current year

The entry of internalional playes
has also brought about upgradation ¢
lechnology and access to glohdf
markets. FB-Bosch are planning offics

in Singapore and Moscow o add to

J

BOYS ON A BIKE

4 + various times, the Stale Government has decreed that bicyles, in accordance
'+ with the design and manufacture of such machines, must carry only one person
T the rider. Then, at other times, after second thoughts, it has decided to legalise
w!{“’ practice (which had been in vogue all the time anyway) for bicvles to cany an
5{” aal person besides the rider, somelimes on the rear carrier, somelimes on the

their presence -in Dubai. All mainrf39-ar. In this instance, however, youthiul residents of Triplicane have clearly
players are banking on the burse ’ﬁ:i‘k’m;:ned to push the concession to its limils. Five bovs on a single bike is the most
oning middie class and the rising H{iRis’ PMILLER'S camera has ever recorded! Do they, by any chance, give a thought

paycheques. In their rush to establish f Wz peor rubber bicycle lyres?!

beachheads in these’ virgin markes.
these companies are lrusting to the vas 'i
untapped hinterland. [
They are courting the Indian bricle. J¥
dreaming of the rich dowry she has I i
them peek al.Ever-confident of succes.
they predict that the coming boom will
make the one in the Eighties look minor
in comparison. | only hope that in their
rush they do not Irip over themselves
and find that they are in an over
saturated market.
Here are our recommendations for
this fortnight:
SIP Resins (CMP: Rs. 55.00): 5P
Resins has been marketing its products, i.c. Db plavers and Sives a false impression
epoxy tesins,. under the brand -name Bhing oy “ A forner Bangalore
EPOXITE. Expoxy resins are employed i Resiy v olleyball Blue, I was an igtem—
Continued on il C

i , :
our report states that ““The authorilies,
;;bﬂ\\'f:‘-":r, did not enforce the rules
0 5 they fell it would defeat the main
ﬁe() of the tournament” { MM Dec
I 199.0).

:g?b\"i‘ n{sly the above slatemeni did nol
,ilo ‘hnical conduct but lo the age-
Jroblen. If overage players were not.
9. then the main purpose of the
ament was indeed delfeated!

g0 discourages or eliminates genuine,

lnr o

k1" Misiveness with reference to age

referred to in your columns. Many players
were obviously well over 12 years,

As  Madras Musings upholds

virtuousness, | feel that there are two slips:

— The title “Calching them young™ is
not true,

— Sports events that preach win by age-
bluff should not attract coverage by
Madras Musings, or such compeli-
tions must be ruthlessly exposed.

Rajesh G Shetty
18, Leith Castle Road
Madras-600 004

Editor’s Note: Point laken. We hope the

charwoman and monarch may share
a cuppa lea, in Singapore, the yard
cleaner and minister could be on first-
name intimacy. You just have to sub-
stitute the Caucasian faces of the UK
with vriental ones and the ‘Asian’ ones
with Tamils and Malays — and, presto,
you have Singapore! The main fangu-
age is English with a quaint ‘Singapo’
twang to it; alt the R’s are ‘silen'(t)!
Names of British generals grace most
roads. But most of the Whites have left
and. unlike Hong Kong, which still
hasnt got out of the colonial past,
Singapore reverberates with a multi-
ethnic Asian resilience.

Everyone is busy in Singapore.
Employment is 100 per cent and, what
is more. worker shortage is being met
by Indonesians, Indians, Bangladeshis,
Filipinos.

Next fo work, ealing is the national
pastime. | was fascinated to discover
that most Singaporeans do NOT cook
al home; they simply eai at the
EATING HOUSES found in every
nook and cranny. Pork, chicken,
noodles and rice are most popular, but
every kind of food is available in plenty
— nothing home-grown, of course;
everything has to come from abroad.
Fven waler comes: from Malaysia;
smart Singapore ‘reals’ the water, takes
enough for herself and sells it back to
Malaysia!

Power is from thermal slations
which, most thoughtfully, are tucked
away on nearby uninhabited isles to
rinimise pollution. However, man can
only propose: God disposes. While we
were lhere, Singapore was reeling
under the worst-ever smog thanks fo
forest fires raging in nearby Indonesia.

The TNHB engineers should be
sent {o Singapore lo feamn how {o build
flats; Madam Chief Minister, | hope you
are reading this. Lightyfive per cent of
housing is provided by the Govem-
ment. Design makes maximum praci-
cal use of space in a pleasing and
aesthetic manner, taking into account
the needs of children, .the elderly and
so on. The ground floor is never built
up; the space is used for community
functions, recreation, for children to
play and or little corner shops. Inside
the flats, sliding doors minimise dead-
space, hathroom floors slope and there
is no water-logging, the drainage is
excellent and the centralised garbage
chute and disposal system is worth
emulating.

Dress styles of Singaporeans are
decided in Paris. The Chinese and
Malays have gone the whole-hag
Weslemn, Indians still cling to sarees and
salwar-khameezes and Nalli's,
Haneefa's and those.who have opened
shop lhere keep them up-to-date with
the latesi Bombay and Madras fashions.
Next to ealing, shopping is the national
hobby. And Singaporeans hope the bug
bites tourists too. To make sure of that,
incentives, such as tax back if you buy
more than $500 worth of stuff, are
thrown in.

Mohammed Muslafa's — a huge
complex on Serangoon Road — and
Kalyana Sundaram's just next door are
where all Madras head. Both places
buzz like beehives till ten at night and

you -“‘can get to buy anything there
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Palani? No. Singapore!

locals. | picked up some nice, plastic
tablemats and table cloths. Children’s
wear is good too; for just $25, vou
can pick up a readymade suil complete
with bow-tie and silk'n’ lace shir for

Junior: never mind that the shirl is
backiess! Who s2es the shirt under the
coal anyway: so nnovative are
Chinese tailors!

(To be concluded next fortnight)

White Goods...

(Continued from P4)

conosion and chemical-resistant linings,
sutface coatings and paint formulations. lts
hall-year performance has been encouraging.
with turnover up by 37 per cent. It i
enlering int an aggressve w2y into value
added products, with special emiphasis on
the consumer segment of adhesive and
walerprocfing  systems in ready to-use
domestic packs. The company propuses 1o
diversify ino flosiculture as well as o
spinning. knitting, dveing and processing and
plans to come out with a 1.2 rights issue.
A tumover of Rs. 18 ¢r for 199495 is
achievable. The PAT is estimated at
Rs. 1.44 cr. Buy.

Aulolec Industries (CMP: Rs. 130.00):
This Madras-based automotive ancillaties
manufacturing company is the leading
manufacturer of walter and oil pumps in
India. This company has come out with
commendable hall-yearly results for the
period ended September 1994, which
showed an increase of 54 per cent in
tunover and 39.8 per cent in PAT. [xports
are expected to grow substantially as it has
opened offices in Singapore and Lurope for
marketing its products and has enlered into
a joint venture with a US firm to market
and distribute its products. 1t has recently
received orders from Generat Motors worth
Rs. 28 lakh. We expect a turmnover of
Rs. 45 o for 199495 and PAT of
Rs. 5.65 ar. The IPS of Rs. 11 on the
enhanced equity of Rs. 5.06 cr will support
Rs. 190-200. Buy.

Iqgi Resorts {aternational (CMLP:
Rs. 73.00): kg Resorts Internationall td
sells holiday tescrts using the concept of
Propenty Time Share (PTS). Igsi is the only
one it the industry which gives registered
fitle deeds to PTS buyers and also assures
Rental Retm” of 20 per cent of the amount
mvested i the VTS is unutilised for the first
five years, Besides the four existing holiday
resons, two  new  fesorls are  nearing
completion in Mudumala: and Kodaikanal.
The company has a tie-up with Four Seasons
Fxchange to offer exchange locations at,
among other places, Goa, Pune, Lonavala,
Daman and Mahabaleshwar. It is working
towards setting up of franchise unils for
matketing of the PTS. Iggi plans to float a
new company in association with the Tamil
Nadu Tourism Development Corporation
(T1TDC) called Iggi Highwavs Motels™. It is
launching an innovative project for the first
time anywhere named ‘lggi Metro
Residence’. which is aimed at business
travellers and provides them facilities for a
one-lime pavment. To part finance this, the
company’ has proposed a righte-cum-public
issue of zero interest fully convertible bonds.
Also on the anvil is the issue of equity shares
to Fils on private- placement basis. at
appropriate premium, Partially fresh posttions
are recommiended when prices rise above
the immediate resistance at Rs.80. with
stop loss at Rs. 65.

— K GOPALAKRISHNAN

TRUST 50 YEARS OLD BANK FOR
SECURITY
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100 years old.

This series is on Madras schools that are pgrt'
of the City’s heritage. These are not necessarily
the better-known or more successful schools.of
today. These are the schools that helped t.he city
to grow. Each of the schools featured is over!

two

When Captain John Doveton of the

Nizam of Hyderabad's Army died
in London on 15.10.1853, his last will
and testament required that his legacy
be used for the advancement of Anglo-
Indian education through two Parental
Academy Institutions lo be set up in
Calcutta and Madras.

The Madras Parenial Academic
Institution, aka Dovelon College, was;
accordingly, established in Vepery on
March 1, 1855, as a boys' school.
A vear laler, the girls’ school was
started. And both schools have Leen
functioning in the same premises at
Vepery ever since.

The names of the two schools have
been modified over the years. The
schools became known as the Doveton
Boys' and Girls" Schools. In- 1928,
when the Bishop Corrie School joined

nore

the Doveton schools, the names were
changed to Doveton Corrie Boys' High
Schoo! and Doveton Corrie Girls' High
School. In 1958, a Bishop Corrie
School began to function on its own
again in Broadway, but the two schools
in Vepery have continued to retain the
Doveton Corrie name. They are man-
aged by the Madras Doveton Protestant
College Trust.

At present there are about 1500
boys and 1200 girls in the two schools,
with about 35 teachers in each of the
schools. Both schools are on the same
big campus, bul run as separate insli-
tution. The academic performance of
the schools has been impressive and
several of their students enter pro-
fessional colleges. The schools excel in
athletics, with several students regularly
representing the Slale in the schools’

ned,

Nationals. The huge campus has a lush
green playground that would be the
envy of most sthools in Madras.

During World War I, the school
campus was taken over by the military
and the few children who attended
classes during those years joined classes
in St. Paul’s School where the Doveton
Teacher Training Institution was
functioning. The teacher training
institution was later transferred to Pune.

Originally founded for Anglo-
Indians, the school still gives preference
in admittange to those of Anglo-Indian
origin. But its strength is now increa-
singly from other communilies.

There are several new buildings on
the campus, but most striking are ils
beautiful old buildings which are well
maintained.

Text and Pictures

RAJIND N CHRISTY

A sea of people kept walking... they
* kept coming, like waves ... none of
hem knew where they were going....
fThey had been brought from the
WThanjavur Jhinterland in buses thal
Whaged them no fee. They were
Mropped at a particular spol and asked
Mo come back later. So they walked
: ‘ : — imlessly till then. Most areas were out

Doveton Corrie Boys' School and Doveton Corie gi- the bounds to them anyway. When
oul of the two schools' earliest days. Fiihey were too tired, they sat under
SR ome shade, Many had no idea of what
ST ms going on. But like Tamils every-

ere, they saw their Puratchi Thialaivi
verywhere and listened o minister
er minister and poet after poet singing
3 e praises. She is a greater empress
lhan Raja Raja Chola, a greater painter

- BManimekhalai, they were told, and
any a listening villager agreed.

W At the Police Parade Grounds, the
1ienue of sessions on art, cullure and
terature, the crowd remained in their
eals Jong after the day's sessions were
fbver. During the sessions, they seemed
ol to have been listening at all. To
em, there was no difference between
"one session and the next. Some clapped

DATES FOR

January 20: Lecture on Martin Luther
King: The Man and the Myth, by
Dr Harvard Sitkoff, Professor of History
al the University of New Hampshire, who
has writien various articles, including The
Impact of the New Deal on Black
Southerners and The Second Recon-
struction. (Americar Centre, 6 p.m.)

January 21: The Nash Ensemble: Gareth
Hulse — Oboe, Marcia Crayford —
Violin, Roger Chase — Viola, and
‘Christopher van Kamper — Cello.
Founded 30 years ago, ‘The Nash
Ensemble’ has built up a remarkable
reputation as one of Britain's best known
chamber music groups, through the
dedication of its founder and artistic
director Amelia Freedman. (At Park
Sheraton, 7 p.m. Admission by
invitation.)

January 21-24: Seminar on ‘The Role
of NGOs in Conservation of Nalure and
a photographic exhibition on "Nature and
Wildlife’. organised by the Madras
Naturalists” Society and the Rotary Club
of Madras — Central. The 180-photo-
graph exhibition will be open from
11.00 a.m. 10 7.00 p.m. from the 21st
to the 24th and there will be a slide show
lecture cvery evening-at 6.00 p.m. on
the same dates. (At Lalit Kala Akademi).

January 24: 1995 Dr Martin Luther King
Memorial Lecture. The speaker will be
Edna Mosley, Council Member-At-Large,
Aurora, Colorado, and formerly President
and Chairperson of the Board of

YOUR DIARY

Directors, Denver Sister Cities Inter-
national. Ms Mosley is visiting Madras
in connection with the 4Cth anniversary
celebrations of the sister cities, Denver and
Madras. (At American Centre, 6 p.m.)

January 27: A round table discussion on
American Culfture as Popular Culture will
be led by Dr Paul Levine, Professor of
American Lilerature at Copenhagen
University, Denmark, and a specialist in
‘popular culture’. (American Centre,
10 a.m. By invitation).

Till January 31: An exhibition of graphic
prints by Krishna Reddy, whose'single
plate multicolour prints have won him
several honours-over many years. He is
exhibiting in India after a gap of almost
ten years. (Al the Sakshi Gallery between
11 a.m. and 6 p.m. every day, except
Sunday and holidays.)

Till January 31: In the Land of Theyyam,
a photographic and experimental prints
exhibition. Theyyam is a temple ritual
dance form of Norther Kerala. (At Max
Mueller Bhavan).

January-February: Martin Cutts, one cf
the founders of the Plain Language
Movement, will lead three workshops co-
sponsored by the Federation of Consumer
Organisations ~ Tamil Nadu (FEDCOT).
In Madras ffirst, Jan. 27 and 28 and
second, Jan. 30 & 31) and in Coimbatore
(February 2 & 3). (For further infor-
mation: R. Desikan, Chairman,
FEDCOT, 30 Teachers’ Colony,
Madras - 600 020).

Tanning

(Continued from P 1)
reduce the quantum of salt by first

allowing it lo ooze out naturally and
then introducing mechanical desalting
by using a perforated drum, which
removes 30 per cent of il. Such a
demonstration centre has already been
established by the CLRI in Pallavaram-
Chromepet, suburban Madras.
Another chemical specially targeted
is the environmentally-dangerous
chromium, which is used extensively
in the process. Forly to sixty per cent
of the chromium is fixed to the malerial,
but the remainder is discharged as
effuent. So, the CLRI has initialed
another pilot project (in Pallavaram) —
to recover chromium for reuse..In this
process, the waste chromium is made
lo react with magnesium oxide and

it green

and can then be separated and reused.
CLRI now plans to commercially
rarket this technology.

Another contentious issue is the use
of sulphides in the liming process for
the removal of hair and other unwant-
ed proteinous matter. Sulphides increase
the biological and chemical oxygen
demands in the effluent. CLRI has
developed an enzyme, clarizyme,
which will ensure that optimum levels
of sulphides are used in the process —
down from the present 3-4 per cent of
the weight of the skins to 2 per cent
or less.

All these sleps are expected to some

way to lessen the pressure being

mounted by Western buyers insisting
on buying only leather tanned by ‘clean

(Quizmaster V.V. RAMANAN's
questions are from the fortnight

Dec. 16 - 31.)

1. Who is the latest member of the United
Nations, the 185th?

2. What s the proposed new slogan of the
Congress (1)?

3. Which Indian has been appointed the -

Deputy Secrelary-General of the
Commonwealth?

4. Latin America ratified a new free trade
20ne called MERCOSUR recently. Name
the four nafions which are part of it.

5. Name the Madras-based ace shooter who
has won a Rhodes scholarship for study
at the University of Oxford. )

6. ‘The Ghost from Ostrava’ retired from
prolessional tennis recently. Who?

7. What national cricketing record did
Bengal's Ashok Malhotra rewrite on
December 20th?.

8. Which is the latest republic in the erstwhile
Soviet Union to oppose the might of
Russia? '

9. Name the two Tamil films selected for
screening in the main section of the IFF1
to be held in Bombay in January.

10. Who has been selected as the prestigious
‘Businessman of the Year' for 1994 by
Business India?

11. Name the latest double album compilation

of The Beatles, which contains 30 previ-
ously unreleased songs.

12, Who are the new national squash

champions?
13, Name the British playwright, the author
ol e revolionaty

an Ravi Vidrma, a greater dancer than '

“pach time reference was made to the ”

Chief Minister and that was at least
three times in a sentence. Asked their
views on the conference, they said they
liked the mela, liked sitling in the shade
of the big pandal, and thought the
conference was on the achievements
of the Chief Minister.

Quite in contrast, the Tamil Uni-
versity campus was untouched by this
political fervour, and the scholarly

papers presented at the Tamil Confe-
rence reflected none of this enthusiasm.
But the choice of cultural programmes
for the foreign delegates left them
perplexed. They were scheduled to see
only modern, experimental and avant
garde plays, hear some rare instruments
and listen to folk music — by a classical
music group from Madras! Why
Madras, some delegates from mofussil
Tamil Nadu wondered.

The play Mouna Kuram, by a
women's group from the M S Swami-
nathan Research Foundation and
directed by Prof. Ramanujara, was a
runaway success, with every word

-viewed
wings

being reacled to by the audience.
Though it is a very simple production,
it is very effective. Koothupattarai
presented its Challenge, directed by
Pasupathi. This intellectual play left the
audience quite bewildered, as they had
no background of the context of the
play. And only those who know
Koothupattarai and the context could
have understood and empathised with
the play.

Mandolin Srinivas was the only
classical musician scheduled for the
foreign delegates at the University audi-
torium — by virlure of the mandolin
being a foreign instrument! But those
delegales seemed more eager to see.
Bharatha Natyam at the Brihade-
eswarar Temple. So it was largely a
crowd from the Universily and local
delegates who stayed back for these
performances and enjoyed them. They
got a bonus too. The Chief Minister
wanied {o lislen 1o the Camatic flule
recital of the Sikkil Sisters, Kunjumani
and Leela, and so they were requested
to stay back in Thanjavur after their
concert. Their unexpected second
ronceri was scheduled at the University
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be it on hoardings. in cutouts or in person, on stage and off it. The crowds came
in their thousands for the show she had orchestrated. A minor iniracle in this mela
almosphere was that the scholarly proceedings went off without too many hitches
and onlv one major hiccup — the deporation of Sri Lankan Tamil scholars and those
associated with them. This rathier inhospitable gesture spoilt things a bit; nevertheless,
those who participaled it the proceedings felt thal. gencrally speaking,the scholarly
aspect of the conference was as successful as could be expected.

auditorium for the Chiel Minister.
Frisking people in and around the
auditorium began in the morning itself
and the security guards spared no one.
But after all this, the Chiel Minister did
not turn up at the University auditorium
that night. Those listening to the Sikkil
sisters, who were told 1o play a few
light pieces tif Chief Minister jayalalitha
arrived, found themselves listening to
a concert that was jus! great. And soon
a larger crowd that kepl coming in,
when it found there was no one to stop
them at the gate, found itself enjoying
a truly delightful surprise.

That heavy Classical music is not
beyond the ears of the rurai crowd was

{4. Name the three famed Tamil Nadu
cricketers who were honoured on
December 28th on the occasion of the
60th anniversary of the first-ever Ranji
Trophy tie (between what were then
Madras and Mysore).

15. How did a US helicopter pilot, Bobby
Hall, create world news recently?

16. What was the modified slogan adopted
by the Tamil Nadu Government for the

~ Wordd Tamil meet? ,

17. The Indian mission in which Pakistani city
was ordered to be closed, thus sparking
off a new bilateral crisis?

18. Which Madras-based light music troupe
sl a world record by performing for Finind.
36 hours continuously on December 17th _ W H “Our TV has conk ed.” he blurted.
and 18th? , i
19. The prominent Tamil savant,‘Muthamizh
Kaavalar', passed away on December
19th. What was his real name?

20.. According to a poll commissioned by
The Times, London, and BBC Radio,
which is the ‘best pop song of all time'?

pral here was a loud thump, followed
i by the sound of a ‘bad word" hastily

+&mothered. My husband lowered his

magazine and said, “What's that?"

1 “That, I jhink, was the after-sound

TERNA TIowA L | SAS7

£younger brother's tricycle...” | replied.
Ehs if on cue, our son limped into the
groom.  Judging from his air of
Heverishness; it was obvious a mere
grazed ankle was not uppermost in his

“Invitalion?.... Bul, Sorry, you agj "You mean a couple of channels

‘not in the OFFICIAL list”. jore not coming through clearly,” |
' & Suggested,

§. "No, Amma,” he said, speaking

rough his teeth “I mean conked,

dead, broken down, blacked out,

(Answers on p 8)

IN MAD; MAD MADR

lay Look Back in -

i aput...” He paused for breath.
63 “But isn't it too late now...?" [

SIVE![
A .10 get someon ir it?”
- ge e to repair it¢ my

30 completed my question. “Yes,” he
Event on, with a return of that feverish-
fless, “We cannot get anyone till
Drsgrrow... so what are we going to
Fdo?

b1 And that was when the full horror
£01 our situation sank in. What indeed
hyere we going to do?
$1 My son said, “l wanled to see the
k¥0lay of the motor-race. My friend saw
_;; live yesterday and told me there were
84 couple of fantastic accidents!”
g4 My younger son said, sadly, “|
led to see Magic Dinosaur.”

5 My niece, who was spending the
[Sening with us, wailed, “‘Periamma,
i8N sure today's the day Cord Masters
pibally tell that blonde cat, Serena, that
i Elpesn’l love her...”

| don't think you should be
ching this stuff,"” | protested weakly,
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Visit

for

-5
3
¥

SWASTIK & CO

5, Basement Floor, Prince Arcade
22A Cathedral Road
‘Madras 600 086

pet problern. This was a moment

B,

_away.
been waiting for on The Prrerile - -

“And we are missing the Super-

Duper Music Show.....,”" wailed all three -

kids. My husband, of course, sat in
smug silence.

-“Aren’t you going to do something
about this?""' | asked him. “Or at least
say somelhing?"

“Why should 17" he grinned. 1
am not bothered if the TV doesn't
work. I am not the one who sits gaping
at the TV every evening. I am not...”

“All right, that's enough... we
understand,” [ snapped, fighting down
and unwilely impulse to scream and
throw a chair at him.

It then struck me that, as the
Motter-Figure, it was up to me fo kegp
my family from coming apart.

“Now, that's enough,” 1 said,
briskly, cutting through all the
complaining.

“So the TV has broken down... no
big deal. We'll think of something
else...er... | know... why don't we all
read something?"’

Three pairs of eyes looked at me
in shock.

“READ?!"" their combined voices
hit me.

“Yes, READ!" [ replied. “What's
the matter, you guys don't know the
meaning or what? You know, read.
You pick up a book, hold it right side
up, start from page 1, go word by
waid, sentence by sentence, until it all
makes sense... READ!"”

“The children looked at me, looked
at each other, shrugged and looked -
*We don't feel like reading, " they

1

“And | cannot read very well,
anyway,” pointed out my younger
son, with an air of clinching the
argument.

"OK," I said. “Why don't we all
just 1alk?"

There was complete, deafening
silence.

That's when [ realised | had
stumbled upon a major truth about my
family. We had all forgotten how to
talk to each other. We could converse,
argue, discuss... but only if the TV
joined us. The TV was the binding
factor. If the TV was on, we would
all be arguing about which programme
lo walch, we would criticise one
another’s choice, or we'd criticise the
programmes themselves, but without
it... we were lost, wandering around
in ari idea-less, silent world.

“They were going to show that
new song today, you know, the one
they banned earlier,” my son mourmed.

“Whal does it matter if you do not
see Miss Jelly-Belly wriggling her fat
hips for one day?" | snapped.

“Not a bad way of spending one's
time, actually,”” my husband drawled.

"Oh, so it's OK to gape at Miss
Jelly-Belly, is it?"" | asked sarcastically.

“Well, at least she smiles.”

“What is that supposed to mean?"’
[ asked, dangerously. “‘Are you calling
me a grouch? Fine. | may be a grouch,
but at least | don't go to a wedding and
sit wearing a long face, merely because
it happens to be a function in the ‘other
side’ of the family.”

“Meaning what exactly?"

“You know what I am referring
“Oh, really? Let me tell you...”
At that point, we both became
aware of three grinning faces, watching
us with bright, interested eyes... and
backed down.

“Never mind all that,” I said,
hastily, “Kids, why don't you listen to

to..

_music, or play... You know, when I - |-

Heolalala av.

Best copy available,

“You never had TV, but you
always had such fun by relving on your
imagination,” completed my son,
wearily, \'Yes, Amma, we know... you
people have told us that many times...
many, many limes... many, many,
many...."

“You had better stop that or you
are in big trouble,” | wamed. “What
do you want to do then?".

“Nothing,” came the bored, dis-
consolate reply.

And that is exactly what we did the
whole evening... nothing. I hadn’l
realised we could all do so much
NOTHING in one evening. And, |
leamnt something else. The term ‘idiot-
box" had a wider, more frightening
meaning {0 it. | looked at my TV... was
| imagining i#t?.... or was my TV
actually laughing at me... smugly, even
maliciously?!

proven at the Camatic vocal concert
of young T M Krishna. He sang at the
Raja Raja Chola Manimadapam, built
to commemorate the 8th World Tamil
Conlerence. The village crowd that
thronged the plece in great numbers
refused to move even after his heavy
Kamboji Raga elaboration. One man
rustied up and presented Krishna with
a lom two-rupee note and a woman
gave him Rs. 100! The choice of -
young and very good musicians for the
public to hear at the manimandapam
was a good one.

On the roads, it was like trying to
negotiate an obstacle course. The big
arches made motoring on the already
narrow roads a nightmare. These roads
were also too small for many of the
floats in the inaugural procession.

But for all the chaos that prevailed,
there were still several sitver linings. It
was hearlening to see government
officials working around the clock, with
little or no sleep, and being extremely
courteous too. Thal was quile an eye-
apener. The very calin and collected
appearance of Prof. Noburu Kuru-
shima, Chairman of the Conlference,
gave the proceedings at the University
a welcome dignity. And the scholars
present responded by giving the
Conlerence a seriousness of purpose.

Many hoardings with wrong Tamil
spellings were pointed out to me. For
my part, | had been asked to compere
the university cultural programmes only
in English, but made bold to announce
them in Tamil loo, reading from a
Kannada script! This, in a Tamil
University at a World Tamil
Conference! But in the atmosphere at
the University and at the Conference,
whal mattered spellings and
mispronunciations so long as it was
“Tamil everywhere'!
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Will she
be the

youngest
t0 Swim
Channel?

(By A Staff Reporter)

A n 11'%-year-old girl is train-

ing hard in Madras to better
Kutraleeswaran’s recerd of
swimming the English Channel
when he was 13. If Chhavi
Madan succeeds in doing this in
the summer of 1993, she will
become the youngest English
Channel swimmer.

Chhavi is at present in
Madras with her mother, Major
(Mrs) Molly Madan, AMC (Retd),
training for her attempt. She is
undergoing ocean swimming
practice and is being coached by
the same swimmer whe coached
Kutraleeswaran.

As part of her training,
Chhavi plans to compete in an
inter-island swimming race
being organised in February in
the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands by the Army.

Chhavi's father, Major
Harish Madan, aMC, is a Classi-
fied Surgical Specialist at the
Army Base Hospital, Barrack-
pore, West Bengal. As he cannot
get leave, it falls upon
Mrs Madan to do the ground-
work connected with the
projects, which consists mainly
in finding sponsors.

Mrs Madan's estimate of the
cost of the Andaman's venture
for Chhavi, her coach and one
parent (including air fares to and
fro, living and other expenses) is
Rs. 75,000. As for the English
Channel attempt, she points out
that the Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment gave Kutraleeswaran Rs. 7
lakhs.

Mrs Madan would be glad to
hear from organisations willing
to sponsor Chhari’s participation
in the Andaman's race and her
attempt to swim the English
Channel. Mother and daughter
are at present staying at the A.G.
Quarters (AG-8), Area Head-
quarters Officers’ Mess, Island
Grounds, Madras - 600 009.

ANSWERS
TO QUIZ

1. Palau, an archipelago in the West
Pacific; 2. ‘Food for all, jobs for all’; 3. The
outgoing Foreign Secretary, K. Srinivasan;
4. Argentina, Brazl, Paraguay and Uruguay:
5.Roopa Unnikrishnan; 6.Ivan Lendl;
7. He became the highest run-scorer in the
Ranji Trophy championship, overhauling
Brijesh Patel's record; 8. Chechnya;
9. Magalir Mattum and Kizhaku
Cheemalive; 10. Brijmohan Lal Munjal,
chairman of the Hero group; 11. Live at the
BBC; 12. Arjan Singh (men) and Misha
Grewal - (women); 13. John Osbome;
14. A.G. Ram Singh, M.). Gopalan and
PS. Ramachandran; 15. The helicopter was
shol down and he was held captive by
North Korea after he had accidentally
strayed into their airspace. He was released
after intense discussion at the highest level;
10. 'Endrum Tamizh' (Tamil Always);
17. Karachi; 18. Lakshman Sruthi;
19. Dr. K.A.P. Viswanathan: 20. Bom lo
Run by Brute Springsteen in his album Bom

Sponsored by the U.B, Group of

Bangalore, the 1,400m McDowell
Million for three-year-olds with an
added money of Rs 9,50,000 — the
richest-ever race of the Madras turf —
is 1o be run on January 14th. It will be
lollowed on January 15th by the ITC-
sponsored Classic South India Derby
Stakes, the premier classic of the South
India turf, hitherto run on Pongal Day.
Understandably, the question on every-
body's lips al the Kwality Ice Cream

5.1.0aks meeling on January 7th was
il either of the Pongal week-end classics

would halt the one-way classic traffic
fo Bangalore.

The question was prompied by
Maribella’s Oaks victory. Ridden with

absolute confidence by Ivndia’s No. |
horseman, Aslam Khader, Maribella,
one of the three Bangalore challengers

in a field of five and a 10-6 on ~

favourile, loyed with her opposition in
the homestrelch, and not only avenged
her defeat by Cape Storm in The Hindu
S.I. 1000 Guineas but also maintained
Bangalore horses’ domination of the
Guindy classics. Cape Storm had won
for the Vijay Mallyas, representing the
United Racing and Bloodstock Breeders

. Rashid Byramiji-trained, fashionab!g;’

The Krishnans are the latest
in the coaching business

P adras, which for around three
decades has nurtured Indian
tennis talent and been the home or
training ground of the country leading
players, is fast becoming the country's
most important nursery of talent.

While the Britannia Amritraj Tennis
Academy has shown the way not only
in Madras but also to other iraining
academies coming up in other parts of
Inclia during the last ten years. a year
or 50 ago T1 Cycles and the Murugappa
Group tied up with Royappa lo start
a tennis academy in Ambatlur. [he

latest to get into the training field are
the Krishnans, father and son. With the

support of the Indian Bank, The Hindu
and the TVS Group, Ramanathan and
Ramesh Krishnan plan to start their

Ramesh Krishnan

lennis academy some lime later this
year somewhere on the Mamallapuram
road.

The Krishnans, however, are not
looking at a residential inslilution,
though there'll be some dormitory
facilities. What they are looking al is
short-lerm coaching for lalented players
who can benefil from the long
experience of both Krishnans as well
from coaches and former players from
abroad whom they hope to gel down
for short dclinics. It's the advanced
players they are looking at, much like
the legendary Harry Hopman, who
had helped Ramesh Krishnan after he
had developed as a top class player.

Ltd., Bangalore, the S.I. 1000}
Guinezs, in which MAM. Ramg]
swamy's Moonlight Quest averted{z§
Bangalore clean sweep by taking third#
place.

Came the Sans Craintes S.I. 20003
Guineas, and it was the same story {i
Vijay Mallya colours being carried o
victory, this time by Accomplish. THe}

v
v

bred Common Land colt was followet
home by the Hyderahad-based Kirigf
Kshatriya, and it was again left of
Ramaswamy’s pair of Alternative arg
Armchair, who finished third anly
fourth, respectively, to averl ap
oulstation clean sweep. )

The line-ups for the McDowel
Million and the Derby were not avaik
able at the time of writing. But, frorﬁ
all accounts, there will be strong

Bangalore contingents in the fields [fﬁ

both, with the mosl fancied amony
them having the assistance’ of the
country’s ace horsemen, Aslam Khad&l
and Pesi Shroff. The ancient Guindy;
turf's greatest-ever Classic weekend &
indeed in store for the country’s entirg
racing fralernity. It only remains to
seen if a Guindy-based runner will rise
fo the occasion and avert a Bangaiorg
clean sweep. Time alone can tell. ;

Incidentally, the fatest sponsoref
Madras classic, the Kwality Ice Crea;f
S.1.0aks, came in for comment b
Guindy railbirds. They "seemed !
suggest that in the not distant futur
there will be a Mount Road Biriya
S.I. Guineas and a Nungambakkai
Rs. 181-unch Derby!
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